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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


BACK TO NORMAL 

With this issue we will absorb most of 
the left-over convention material. The two 
numbers, September and October carry the 
greater portion of the report of Salisbury. 
They should be filed for reference through- 
out the year. Committees planning Con- 
vention Programs will find invaluable ma- 
terial and workers in the local League will 
find numberless ideas that will vary the 
local program. 

We regret the omission of regular depart- 
ments. Uncle Amos is getting restive over 
the many unanswered questions awaiting 
a chance with the printer. But next month 
we will hope to come back,to normal again. 

—y— 
COOPERATE? SURE! 

THE LUTHER LEAGUE CAMPAIGN: 
is in full swing. Will all our units meet 
their quotas? Sure! That is the LUTHER 
LEAGUE WAY! If by any chance 
your League is not busy, there is time even 
now. Write to Mr. A. J. Arbogast, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and tell 
him to send you subscription blanks and 
sample WITHOUT DELAY. He will. 
Then you will go out and get subscribers. 

Your local makes 40e on a new subscriber 
and 20e on a renewal. The Luther League 
of America wins a bonus. That means we 
can keep our dues down to the present level. 

More important than these happy results, 
is the increased number of homes where 
The Lutheran is a regular weekly visitor. 

Four hundred seventy-six Public Li- 
braries, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., Colleges, 
Seminaries and other institutions receive 
The Lutheran each week, paid for by 
friends. Your League will do a splendid 
deed if it sends The Lutheran to the institu- 
tions of your community. 


WITTENBERG 


The Largest College in the United Lutheran Church 


Students from all parts of the U.S. 
Faculty of unusual strength. The majority are univer- 
sity-trained men, many with Ph.D. degree. Olassical 
and Scientific Departments, Recognized pre-law, 
medical, and pre-engineering courses, Strong literary 
societies. New School of Musie with strong Faculty. 
Preparatory school in connection, 
A number of new buildings and new departments now 
being arranged for. Campus among the most beautiful 
in America. 
Tuition and other expenses very moderate. 
opportunities for 
through, : 
A college with a notable record for scholarship, and 
for turning out young men and women who make ‘good. 
Catalog free on request. { 


R. E. TULLOSS, D.D., Ph.D., President 
Springfield, Ohio \ 
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those wishing to work their way 
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Luther 


of Hmerica 


Of the Church - By the Church - For the Church 


A Reformation Day Acrostic 


By REV. CHARLES L. FRY, D.D. 


vo for miner’s son, lowly, ob- 
scure. 
For Madam Cotta’s help, friend 
of the poor. 


for advances made, school after 
school, 

Yet none could satisfy his hungry 
soul. 


R means the Rome he regarded de- 
vout 
Reeking with rottenness, sicken- 
ing his thought. 


tells of Theses nailed to the 
Church door, 

Echo, ye hammer-strokes, 
evermore! 


for- 


means sold for a 
price! 
As if forgiving sins were mer- 


chandise! 


indulgences, 


gathered at 


N titled Noblemen, 
Worms! 
Such pompous Diet-scene bodes 
no reforms. 


Any is the lion-heart nothing could 
daunt, 
Roused by the stern demand “Will 
you recant?” 


means unterrified, forward he 
strode, 
“Here do I take my stand! So 


held me God!” 


the translator’s task next is his 
sphere, 

In Wartburg 
prisoned a year. 


Castle walls 


H stands for hymns he wrote, cate- 
chisms, books 
For “Hans and Gretchen,” too, 
with rosy looks. 


E tells of Hisleben, birthplace and 
death. 
Rounding the circle out! 
and last breath! 


First 


means Reformer brave,’ leader 
like Paul! 

Unto his God and ours, be praised 
for all. 


The Turn in the Road | 


CLARENCE D. DITTMER, President, Luther League 


of America 


Our President offers a challenge to 
YOU! He has given his best to the 
League. His credential is service. 
We may share the joy of conquest, as 
we share his service. The EpITor. 


Intimate knowledge of Luther League 
work from the Atlantic to the Pacific as 
well as the thousands of letters which I had 
received as Treasurer of the Luther League 
of America for the past five years, convince 
me of the latent, potential possibilities and 
importance of this great Luther League 
work. In this conviction I could not refuse 
to answer the call to become your leader. 
The pressure of other business and personal 
opportunities and _ responsibilities even 
though very insistent for first attention, 
seemed to be of less importance than this 
work which will mean so much to the future 
of our great Lutheran Church. 


Hence, I accepted the challenge, and I 
shall endeavor to make effective the best 
plans and thought of our 39,000 Luther 
Leaguers of America. For the Luther 
League of America is your organization, and 
I as your leader must carry out your plans 
and make effective your thought. It is to 
you, therefore, that I must look not only for 
cooperation in the great undertakings of 
the Luther League, but for the ideas that 
should carry the League to heights that 
were previously unobtainable. 


We have reached the “turn in the road.” 


We would never have reached the ‘turn 
in the road” unless the leaders of former 
days had been faithful to their tasks. 
There have been many of them; their num- 
ber is almost as the sands by the seashore. 
A few of them are still with us. Some of 
them have gone to their “eternal reward.” 
At the Salisbury Convention we heard the 
last news from our friend and co-worker, 
Dr. Arthur T. Michler. At the Baltimore 
Convention, he first interested me in Inter- 
mediate Luther League work and in its 
possibilities. - O, for the faith and deter- 
mination of those who first dreamed of the 
possibilities of Luther League work! 


At the Salisbury Convention we reaped 
the fruits from the seeds which were plant- 
ed by the Luther Leaguers of former days. 
Those amazing results were not primarily 
the results of the past administration; they 


were the results of all the past. No wonder 
that the retiring president of the Luther 
League of America, Mr. Walter Banker, was 
overcome with emotion when making. his 
farewell remarks to the convention, for there 
came again to his mind those days when he 
and his associates had remained faithful 
in spite of overwhelming difficulties. Our 
hearts are full of gratitude for such leaders. 
Their examples of devotion and vision 
should ever inspire us to faithfulness and 
accomplishment as we face the “turn in the 
road.” 


OvuR FoRWARD LOOK 


The Salisbury Convention showed all of 
us the magnitude of our task. It made all 
of us tremble at the transcending import- 
ance of the Luther League. ~When the Lu- 
ther League demonstrated by their united 
efforts in the Administration Building proj- 
ect at Andhra Christian CoHege their pow- 
er not only to reach their objectives, but 
actually to “oversubscribe” the Andhra proj- 
ect by more than $5,000 (over and above 
all expenses), one could not help but be 
awed by the thought of the importance of 
consecrating this youth-power of the Church 
more fully to the cause of our Christ. As 
we face the “turn in the road” we are 
therefore impressed by the magnitude of 
our task, coupled with its importance. 


Then, too, we are impressed with the in- 
adequacy of our own strength. Young peo- 
ple nowadays have a tendency, as they live 
among so many miraculous developments, 
to assume that man can attain anything he 
determines to do. This feeling is only a 
half-truth. Young people should think fur- 
ther, for experience, study and observation 
have shown that only as man has sought to 
think the thoughts of the Great Creator, has 
he discovered the great laws of the universe. 

Prayer naturally should be the soul cen- 
ter of our every-day lives. The Master 
Teacher felt its importance and necessity. 
The leaders of men in the past relied upon 
it. Why then should all of us not realize 
its absolute necessity in this present chal- 
lenging, perplexing, and baffling age? © 

But our prayer in these days should not 
be a vain repetition of the prayers of the 
past, as they may come down to us in per- 
manent form, but they should ever be 
the natural, spontaneous, spiritual seek- 
ing of our own souls. Then only can 
we find that joy and spiritual gratifi- 


A TURN IN THE ROAD 


cation which enriches our lives and thought. 


We were impressed at Salisbury as nev- 
er before through the challenge of the ad- 
dresses and through the contacts of person- 
alities, with the all-sufficiency of our Christ. 
Not a mere human being, but a divine hu- 
man being with the soul and spiritual in- 
sight of our God supremely and predomi- 
nantly ruling His life. 


Young people nowadays, like the young 
people of all ages, don’t talk much about 
their spiritual life. That is a guarded por- 
tion of their life that only the sympathetic 
companion can enter reverently. But young 
people nowadays are still spiritually 
minded; and face to face with big problems 
they will bring to bear a deeper spirituality 
than perhaps was possible in previous ages. 


We were further impressed at Salisbury 
with the vitality of the lives of our young 
people. Full of enthusiasm, life, energy, 
they demanded practical answers to their 
questioning: “What shall we do?” 


These are the outstanding impressions as 
we come to the “turn in the road.” 


THE FUTURE 


As we face around the “turn in the road,” 
and as we look toward that bright future 
just ahead, we must constantly ask our- 
selves: “Whither goest thou?” Are we go- 
ing back again by a circuitous path? Or are 
we going forward into higher realms of 
spiritual power? 


The first thing we must keep in mind is 
that the Luther League of America is a 
training organization of the Lutheran 
Church of tomorrow. Already many of our 
Luther Leaguers are at work in the front 
trenches of our Church; others like our 
newly-elected Treasurer, John Greiner, are 
just now taking their places of leadership 
in the United Lutheran Church; others are 
moving up; others are waiting their call to 
advance toward the front. When the army 
moves to the front and gets into action, 
the real test for its training has come. 
When the Luther Leaguers of today become 
the leaders of tomorrow in our Lutheran 
Church, the real test for the Luther League 
has come. 


There is joy in the accomplishments of 
the mass, but there should be greater joy in 
the accomplishments of the individual in his 
spiritual life. There should be a greater 
emphasis in the individual Luther League 
upon the importance of Bible study, church 
attendance and prayer. The recording of 
such performance is not sufficient. The re- 


port at the Throne of Grace by our own 
conscience is the more important. 

The second thing we must keep in mind 
is that we don’t do everything alike. The 
important thing is that we should reach the 
same objective. The plans that are effec- 
tive in one League may be ineffective in 
another. This defect (if you with to call it 
such) is fortunate, because no one else can 
do our thinking for us; we must do it our- 
selves and for ourselves. We can use the 
same leadership ability in our own local 
Leagues as others use in State or National 
organizations. 


The third thing we must keep in mind is 
that we are part of a great organization. 
We live not to ourselves; we live for the 
others. We have had too little interchange 
of information, literature and ideas in the 
past; we must profit by the best thought 
and attainments of others. Even though it 
may oftentimes be expensive, we must keep 
the others informed of what we are doing. 
We must all advance together. How can we 
advance unless we know what each regi- 
ment in the line is doing? At Salisbury for 
the first time we had every section of our 
country represented; each section felt the 
contagion of what had been accomplished by 


the other. Why should not Uncle Sam 
constantly keep us in touch with each 
other? 


As a practical thought along that line, 
may I suggest that the LUTHER LEAGUE RE- 
VIEW can continue to be the best medium 
for the exchange of these ideas. It is our 
own paper; it exists for that purpose. But 
it loses much of its effectiveness because 
every Luther Leaguer in America doesn’t 
receive it regularly. 


The fourth, and final, thought we must 
keep in mind is that “just beyond the hori- 
zon” of your thinking and mine there are 
undeveloped abilities and results far in ex- 
cess of anything that we have ever dreamed. 
Just picture, if you can, the York Conven- 
tion, or even the Milwaukee Convention, and © 
compare it with the Salisbury Convention. 
You, too, will exclaim: “How we have pro- 
gressed!” Then, project for yourself on 
that rate of growth, what the Omaha 1929 
Convention can be. 

Then dream on and picture to yourself as 
you look around the “turn in the road” what 
could be accomplished if every Luther 
Leaguer and every Luther League were fully 
consecrated to this great task. ‘The best 
is yet to be—the years for which we have 
been working are just ahead. The world 
has yet to see what can be accomplished 
through one Luther League wholly conse- 
crated to Him.” 


The Strocks Are Happy! 


So Are We 


DR. STROCK WRITES 


Every giver to the Andhra project will 
want to read this good letter from the man 
who did most to make Andhra College a 
reality. 

“Mrs. Strock and I had a most interesting 
letter this week from Mrs. McCauley in 
which she described the presentation of the 
cheques to Thomas at Salisbury at the Lu- 
ther League Convention. She was all en- 
thusiasm, not only about the presentation 
and the splendid way in which the whole 
thing came off but also about the Luther 
League and its most praise-worthy achieve- 
ment in connection with the raising of so 
much money for the Andhra Christian 
College. I want to assure you and all the 
rest of you who had anything to do with the 
raising of this fund and also with the ar- 
ranging of this most delightful programme 
that Mrs. Strock and I highly appreciate 
all the Luther League has done. We surely 
do rejoice with you in this unparalleled 
success. It seems to me that you have set 
a standard of achievement for the whole 
Church to follow. Except for the Women’s 
Missionary Society, I wonder, whether it is 
not somewhat unusual for organizations of 
our Church to go over the top in the tre- 
mendous way in which the Luther League 
has. We are most grateful to God for the 
success that has been achieved and we 
praise Him for the way in which He has 
used the young people of America in this 
undertaking. 

“T think that I told you hitherto that our 
student enrollment in the four college 
classes for this year is 607. I hope that all 
of the Luther Leaguers will understand 
that we want the interest and the prayers 
of every one for our faculty and our stu- 
dent body. Perhaps I ought to state that 
we have 29 on the faculty. The 607 are 
all college students and the four classes 
here correspond exactly to the four classes 
in American colleges. For the present, the 
Luther League will look upon our Guntur 
College as being really the Andhra Chris- 
tian College. I regret that I have to report 
that the question of the permanent location 
is still in doubt. We had hoped that the 
whole thing would be settled in the August 
meeting of the Madras Legislature but on 
account of politics and vested interests a 
new factor has been injected into the situa- 
tion and consequently it is now doubtful 
whether the matter can be settled in this 


particular session. It may mean that the 
whole thing will be again postponed until 
November. All that we can do is to be pa- 
tient, because it certainly would not be for 
the best interests of our college to go ahead 
until we are perfectly certain that the way 
is clear and that we know where we are 
going. 

“I might also mention that there are 404 
pupils in our High School Department. 
This High School Department is entirely 
separate from the college, even though some 
of the High School classes are held in one 
of our college buildings. There is a sepa- 
rate Principal for the High School Depart- 
ment—Mr. V. Ch. John, M.A., who is also 
a member of the Madras Legislature. 

“With our kindest regards and very best 
wishes to you all, and with kind greetings 
to all Luther Leaguers from both Mrs. 
Strock and me, 

“T am, 

“Cordially yours, 
“J. Roy STROcK.” 
—e- 

WHAT MISSION STUDY BOOK? 

Miss Scherer writes, suggesting that an- 
nouncement be made that the book selected 
is “New Paths for Old Purposes.” Let us 
have hundreds of classes this year. You 
can have a mission study class in your 
League. 

eR , 

FROM THE SALISBURY MINUTES 
Andhra Christian College Administration 
Building of the Luther League of 
America 
July 15, 1927 


As They Qualified 
for the Honor Roll 


Per- 
Quotas “Payments centages 


1. Southern California . $ 200 $ 227.68** 113 
2s EUROS vi sis. og )sass s eiptaae 1,300 1,300.70** 114 
8. Michigan Synod ... 300 433.12** 144 
4. Minnesota ($500*) . 450 618.10*** 1386 
5. New York ($5,000*) 4,000 5,016.26*** 135 
6. Maryland Synod ($1,- 

ROOF Neale 2b Setar 1,200 1,783.72*** 149 
7. Columbia Dist. (Ore.- 

Wash priests centaene 150 162.15** 110 
8. Leagues Without 

State Org. (W.Va. 

$20; N. Dak. 

$15.86; S. Dak. 

$40; Friend $10; 

Mosa$b)) 25 Skreet 65 90.36** 122 


9. Indiana Synod 
10. New Jersey ($500*) 300 


625.00** 104 
422.00** 141 


Lie Kansasie yess ates 400 485.58** 109 
12, ROW Asia er heaters a ane 300 317.85** 106 
13. South Carolina .... 1,500 1,987.00** 1382 
14. Nebraska ($750*)... 600 802.58*** 133 
15. Wiseonsit vce caverns 700 704.61** 100% 
16. North Carolina ..... 2,000 2,261.12** 118 


17. Nova Scotia 
18. Virginia ($1,000*). 700 
19, Connecticut 


100.007 100 
700.007 100 
300.00 100 


GREETINGS FROM SALISBURY 


20. Pennsylvania 
000*) $9,000 $9,001.00** 100 


21. Northern California. 200 205.00** 102 
227 NORAA Gates e cass « 435 435.007 100 
23. Pacifie Northwest... 150 150.007 100 
PAAR OA eer sAee.9 SE IDI 2,000 2,232.07** 111 
Interest to July 1, 
BOATS aa ti oteicre 1,126.25 
$31,505.95 
Less total expenses during 
CV OMA GAVSA oily se ciclsly ets os 1,346.19 
$30,159.76 
Transmitted to Foreign Mis- 
sion Board $25,000 and 
$5,000 ‘“oversubscription’” 30,000.00 
Balance on hand, July 15.. $159.76 


* Oversubscription goal. 

** Oversubscribed quota. 

*** Oversubscribed oversubscription goal. 

+ Reached quota. 
CLARENCE C. Dittmer, Treasurer, 

Luther League of America, 
—y— 
GREETINGS EXCHANGED FROM 

SALISBURY 


J. Henry Frick, President Lutheran 
Group, International Christian Endeavor. 

Luther M. Kuhns, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Daniel A. Poling, President, International 
Christian Endeavor. 

Trinity Luther League, Victoria, Texas. 

Rev. G. Franklin Gehr, Bethlehem, Pa. 

J. L. Th. Heldwier Vignon, Curacao, 
Dutch West Indies. 

Dr. Oliver D. Baltzly and Walter A. Voss, 
the two pastors of Kountze Memorial 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Omaha Chamber of Commerce, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Marie C. Helzer, Secretary Luther League 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

First English Lutheran Church, Benson, 
Omaha. 

C..O. Larmon, Secretary of the Church 
Council, Kountze Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Omaha, Nebraska. 

J. George Dorn, Los Angeles, California. 

D. A. Kommell, President Luther League 
of Pennsylvania, Rochester, Pa. 

Aug. Mesitor, President Ernestine Mer- 
genthaler Society, Shiner, Texas. 

E. Clarence Miller, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Letters of greeting were received from 
the following: 

Raymond Wood, Golden Rule Ambassador 
to the Near Hast in 1925, Columbia, S. C. 

Gertrude Prigge, Jersey City, N. J. 

Ethel M. Mosteller, Virgin Islands. 

Mrs. M. Eleanor Frey, York, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


—y 
FEW READ ’EM 


“Catch me, Perkins, I’m dizzy.” 
“Wassamatter?” 
“T’ye been reading a circular letter.” 


Conference of Editors of League 
Publications 


July 5, 1927—1:45 P.M. 


At an impromptu and very informal meeting of 
editors and those interested in Luther League pub- 
licity work, the following League publications were 
represented : ‘ 


Allentown District 

Iowa Index 

York District Herald 

Washington, D. C., News Letter 

Berks District 

New York State Mirror 

Virginia Luther League Echoes 

Baltimore District News Letter 

New Jersey Mosquito 

The Minnesota Extender 

Michigan Nuggets 

The Leaguers’ Exchange (Maryland Synod) 

Ohio State Bulletin 

Pennsylvania State Bulletin 

The Philadelphia Broadcast 

Bethlehem Luther League 

dec. Gr, Ks) 

Luther Leaguer of Chicago. 

At this meeting it was formally decided to estab- 
lish a “Luther League Exchange’’ or in other words 
to designate some one person to whom each editor 
would send about 20 copies or more of his or her 
paper and the “Exchange” would in turn collect 
these 20 separate publications and mail them simul- 
taneously, thus eliminating a large duplication of 
work. The exchange to be established in all proba- 
bility in Philadelphia, said exchange to be supported 
by pro rata subscriptions by those participating. 

This idea of an exchange was also concurred in 
by representatives shown below who, while not at 
the conference, subsequently signified their interest: 

Ind-Ky-Tenn—Indiana Synod paper 

Columbia District Bulletin 

Nebraska State Bulletin 

California State Bulletin (pending). 

After considerable discussion, as to methods, cost, 
etce., the following facts were developed as the con- 
sensus of opinion of those present: 

1—It is desirable to distribute the Bulletins or 
publicity on a free basis, no subscription charges— 
cost being taken from regular receipts in dues, ete. 

2—The majority of the Editors distribute their 
papers to active Leaguers and officers only; a: few 
distribute them to every member. 

8—The majority of the Editors mail their publi- 
cations to the pastors in their territory, using this 
medium to keep the clergy advised of the doings 
of the young people and also thereby to keep before 
them the works of the young people. 

4—The majority of the Editors present use their 
publications to a very considerable degree as aids in © 
their extension program, keeping on their mailing 
lists many whose interest in League work is very 
little and whom it is desired to interest in the Lu- 
ther League. 

All present admitted that this purpose—extension 
—was very vitally served by our Luther League pub- | 
lications. 

The time available being entirely inadequate to 
properly discuss all questions of interest to those 
present, the meeting broke up shortly after 2:30 
P.M. in order to permit delegates to attend clos- 
ing business sessions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARVIN H. EcKARDT, 
Chairman of Meeting. 


—y— 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


We welcome into the League family an- 
other isolated League, belonging to Trinity, 
Jackson, Rey. E. C. Counts, pastor. There 
may be other Leagues located too far from 
state organizations to become members that 
would like to affiliate directly with the Lu- 
ther League of America. We have a fine 
roll of isolated Leagues now and will gladly 
add to it. Write for information. 


Echoes (Harrisburg, 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Luther League of America 


The Luther League of America has just 
held a great and enthusiastic National Con- 
vention at Salisbury, North Carolina, the 
greatest in its history. Those who were 
present, over five hundred registered dele- 
gates, and nearly a thousand, including visi- 
tors, know that it was a joyful, inspiring 
convention from beginning to end and will 
long remember it. It was a glorious mani- 
festation of our Lutheran youth interested 
in their Church, and was shown not only by 
word but also by deed, in the gift of the 
$30,000 check to the Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church in America to build the Administra- 
tion Building of the Andhra Christian Col- 
lege. The National Officers expressed their 
grateful appreciation for the generous re- 
sponse to their appeal for this fund. They 
also expressed their gratitude for the con- 
tributions received for the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund, which during the past two 
years had made possible the spectacular 
progress of the League. 

The sum needed in the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund is $10,000 annually. The 
amount has been apportioned among the 
states, and thus far about $5,000 has been 
received this year. It is earnestly desired 
to secure the full amount by December 31, 
1927, as the money is greatly needed in the 
enlarged work of the Luther League. A 
few of the States have met their full quota, 
but are not stopping with that. How then 
about the States that have not met their 
full quota? Let all states put forth the 
same spirit to meet it as was done in the 
case of the Andhra Christian College Fund! 
We can if we will! 

The writer of this statement has been a 
contributor to the Sustaining Membership 
fund from its beginning and believes we 
should have an average of at least 2,000 
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Sustaining Members throughout the United 
States. He is a University alumnus and a 
member of several National organizations, 
as a result of which he is convinced that— 


1. Asking $5.00 a year per member from 
adult Luther Leaguers who have a fair in- 
come (i. e., such as allows you to go to a 
show now and then, which is a luxury ac- 
cording to United States tax law) is not 
asking too much; it is helping your Church, 
and thus is also an investment in the King- 
dom of God. 


2. Most all University Alumnae, National 
and Civic Organizations, have a Sustain- 
ing Membership Fund, in a great many of 
which the contribution asked is much more 
than $5.00 a year. 

Let us do all we can to reach the $10,000 
Sustaining Membership goal by Christmas, 
1927! We can be certain it will make ~ 
“Uncle Amos” supremely happy and his 
associate secretaries will rejoice with him. 
They are our daily representatives in the 
work of promoting the Luther League of 
America. We owe them a financial obliga- 
tion which we must not neglect. 

H. P. CAEMMERER. 


Epitor’s NotE:—The Editor endorses all 
the writer has said. In future issues of 
THE REVEIEW we shall hear from other 
members of the National Committee. Mr. 
Caemmerer comes from the Maryland Synod 
and anyone coming from the Maryland 
League has a right to speak for the S. M. 
If all our Leagues would take their quotas 
as seriously, the financial worries of the 
League would be over. They have forty 
Sustaining Members in Christ Church, 
Baltimore, alone. The S. M. treasury is 
nearly “all” which here in Pennsylvania 
means “busted.” Lists of new members will 
be given again next month. 


More from the Minutes! 


Junior Reading Course 
By Miss Sweringen 

1—Secure the six books of the Course for your 
Juniors. Get the Senior League to give them, if 
necessary. 

2—Circulate one book at a time, having each Junior 
read and write name on inside cover. 

8—Endeavor to have these books placed in the pub- 
lic library. 

4—Make a poster to illustrate each book and hang 
these in your room. 

5—At your local meetings and at district or state 
conventions haye six Juniors each give the title of 


one of the books of the Course and a few facts 
about each book to stimulate interest. 

6—Arrange a Reading Course Contest, awarding a 
Banner to the Junior League in your District or 
State having the largest percentage of its Juniors 
completing the Course between conventions. 

7—Have the Juniors write essays on some of the 
books. 

The new Junior Reading Course for 1928 was an- 
nounced—‘‘Please Stand By’+—-Applegarth; ‘‘Boys 
and Girls and Friendly Beasts,’”? Entwistle; ‘“World 
Stories Retold,” Sly; “Martin of Mansfeld,” See- 
bach; ‘Friends of Ours,’’ Colson; ‘‘The Older Chil- 
dren’s Bible,” a compilation, 
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Junior Church as Suggested 
By Sister Pearle 


For some time it was said that the Juniors were 
completely lost when they attended Church Services. 
Some thought was given to the question of training 
them to worship until this plan was followed: 

It was decided to have the Junior Church in con- 
nection with the Junior League on Saturday morn- 
ing. (This may be used at any regular meeting 
time of the League.) One week before our first 
Junior Church Service the following assignments 
were made and each member was informed that all 
duties were to be observed by them on Sunday 


morning at the regular Church Service. A Junior 
was appointed as leader, who was to have full 
charge of everything except the sermon. The young 


preacher was appointed (some assistance was giv- 
en by the Superintendent) ; four members were ap- 
pointed for the choir and four boys were asked to 
be ushers. On Sunday morning each member was 
present watching the adult whose place he was to 
fill the following Saturday at the first Junior 
Church Service. About 80 minutes before their 
Church Service they were taught the meaning of 
the Morning Worship in our Common Service Book. 
At the appointed hour the doors were open to the 
room where the chairs had been arranged like the 
seating in the Church and the children walked rever- 
ently in. The ushers did their work successfully 
and the children held their own Church Service. The 
Junior Church was held every two weeks and one 
week before different Juniors were assigned to the 
various duties. Now some of the children are able 
$0) ies the members of the congregation with their 

oks, 

Leaguers, if your children do not know how to 
worship with the adults, train them. 


LIFE SERVICE 

Doctor M. E. Thomas of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania answered the question in his 
subject “Does Foreign Missionary Work 
Offer a Career?” by quoting from the lives 
of such men as Sam Higginbottom of India 
whose name is linked with the agricultural 
achievement of India. J. M. McKee of 
Moga who started rural education and the 
project method in India, Stanley Jones who 
brought Christ to the higher caste of India, 
Doctor Wandless of Miraj and our own be- 
loved Doctor Anna Kugler. 

Doctor Herbert Hoover in his usual force- 
ful style delivered an eloquent address on 
“A Soul Plus a Life.” 


Any old life does not need a program. A happy life 
that excels demands a well chosen program and the 
power and preparation to keep it. A sacred soul 
is a worthy goal, but a saved soul plus a superior, 
serviceful life is far richer and greater. 

The soul of an artist’s violin made by a master 
and mellowed by an expert’s care and use distin- 
guishes it from splinters, sawdust, glue, and cat 
gut. Who wants to exist with a miserable, sin- 
soiled, shriveled soul? What a transformation of 
personality and life when the soul is pure, enlarged 
toward God and enriched toward men! Mean souls 
cannot live great lives. 

The silent service of a soul that lives a superior 
life consists of a studious preparation—a very care- 
ful enrichment of one’s capacities and abilities with 
knowledge and wisdom and Virtue! 

Soul enrichment precedes abounding and service- 
ful living. Efficient, expert service for humanity 
demands a scientific study of» the worl of God, the 
soul of man and society, and the genius and work 
of the Church. 

This silent service precedes and parallels all effec- 
tive mission work, Christian welfare work, Church 
service and the application of personal religion. 

If the silent service of soul-enrichment is effec- 
tive it cannot and will not remain silent. The wise 
and pure endued soul will serve individuals in 
personal ways and means. The enthronement of 
impersonal service among men has wrought iniquity, 
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hurt and sorrow. The choice expression of re- 
ligious service is personal, and nothing can re- 


place it without priceless loss, 

The program of social service has invaluable pos- 
sibilities. “The world’s population with one ex- 
ception is made up of others.”” The term neighbor 
must retain the meaning Christ gave it. The Chris- 
tian religion is essentially personal in its origins 
and social in its fruits. Our program here must 
distinguish clearly between means and ends. The 
inclusiveness and exclusiveness of our program is 
determined by the truth of John 3:16. 

Beyond the personal virtues, activities and rela- 
tions; in the region beyond the social service pro- 
gram is the program of selective service. What is 
the Master’s peculiar calling for you? What unique 
contribution can you give to Christianity and hu- 
manity? What is your peculiar place in the 
Christian Church? What part oof God’s_ great 
problem is His great Will for your soul and life? 


We LEARNED THIS AT SALISBURY 


Here’s to the land of the long leaf pine, 
The summer land where the sun doth shine, 
Where the weak grow strong and the strong grow 


great— 
“The Old North State!’’ 


Here’s to down home, 
Bible Reading 
Mr. Paul Brindle, the live wire of the 
Washington District League, led a discussion 
group in “Results in Bible Reading.” His 
outline and discussion follow: 


To Cultivate Interest. 

Conferences—For Sunday School conferences and 
Young People conferences. 

Contests—Spelling bee of words from the Bible. 

Biblical question contest—A good book with 4,000 
questions and answers, “The Holy Bible, Young 
Folks’ Edition,’? Oxford University Press, New York, 
pages 835, $38.50. 

Learning to Read. 

Commentary—“The Gist of the Bible,” by Dr. 
Bell, $1.50. : 

Week Day Bible School—In (a) Vacation Season 
and (b) after school. 

Books of the Bible printed separately—The Ameri- 
ean Bible Society in New York has a one penny and 
a four penny series. 

Should Read Daily. 

A suggested system of selected daily readings will 
be found in each of the following: The L.L. REvirw, 

. L. Topics, The Lutheran, International S. S. 
Pani The Augsburg Lesson Series and the Year 

ook. 


Daily Reading Should Become Habitual. 

If fifteen minutes a day spent in reading the five 
foot shelf of Harvard Classics will give one the 
equivalent of a liberal education, what would fifteen 
minutes a day spent in reading the Bible do for 
you? To read fifteen minutes a day would require 
about eight months to read the Bible through. 
Read in the Mornings. 

Ralph Cushman’s poem 
Topical Study. 

To follow such subjects as Grace, Sin, Temptation, 
Repentance, ete. This is the real way to study the 
Bible. You will need a concordance. 

Bible Readers League. 

There are many kinds of study classes and read- 
ing leagues, which have done much to stimulate in- 
terest in Bible reading, and have even extended 
one the Jews and some individual Roman Cath- 
olics. 

Workers Training School. S 

Our Church, in some of the cities, is conducting 
special classes for training workers for the various 
departments of the Church. The L. L. D. C., is 
sponsoring such a school in Washington and will 
hold the first session this fall, Will stress, (a) 
Biblical training; (b) Training for leadership and 
(c) Missioning training. 

Contest for District League. - 

Contest to run from November Ist to April 30th 
with an award of a trip to the Biennial Convention 
for the League having the highest number of points 
based on percentage of the membership of the local 
league participating in (a) Attendance at devo- 


“The Secret’? is good. 
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tionals, (b) Participation in the devotionals, (c) 
Daily Bible Reading and (d) a Study course, (Life 
Service, Missions, etc., to extend at least six nights 
with at least 50 per cent of the class passing the 
examination at the close). The local Leagues report 
the progress each month to the District Recording 
Secretary. The leader knows of an organization of 
700 members using this contest that has resulted in 
between 90 and 96 per cent of the membership be- 
coming daily Bible readers. 

The principal thing about any system, 
contest is that it must be worked. 

At 4:00 P.M., Sunday, July 8, 1927, thirty-six 
interested Leaguers met in a group conference to 
discuss ‘‘Results in Bible Reading.’’ This confer- 
ence was presided over by Mr. Paul Luther Brindle, 
President of the Luther League of the District of 
Columbia, whose introductory remarks were based 
upon the Scripture verse “And Jesus increased in 
stature and in favor with God and man.” Out- 
standing Bible characters, including Christ, David 
and Daniel were presented as men of Bible knowl- 
edge and their strength of character and their pow- 
er, as a result thereof, stressed. These men of God 
were recommended as patterns for the Twentieth 
Century Luther Leaguer. 

The methods, manners and best time for the 
reading of the Bible, with a view to obtaining the 
greatest benefit to the reader, were discussed. In 
connection with the fifteen point standard program 
of excellency, systematic Bible reading and. check-up 


idea or 


systems furnished food for thought, consideration 
and discussion. 
Reverend Andersen, of Washington, related how 


a re-reading of portions of the Bible, which at first 
are not understood, results in a revelation and 
understanding of Divine truths. 

Mr. Charles W. Schabacker of New York told of 
“Methods,” “difficulties” and ‘‘overcoming difficulties” 
in connection with the daily Bible reading in his 
local League. 

Messrs. Clarence Dittmer of New York and Fred 
L. Schickler of Washington, D. C., stressed the ideal 
method of Bible reading—love of the Master and 
His Word—and presented interesting illustrations 
to support their statements as to the results and 
influences of Bible reading upon the lives and char- 
acters of the readers. 

Mrs. J. E. Hickman of Columbia, S. C., told of 
the question and answer system used in Junior 
League work, making it necessary for the Leaguer 
to read his Bible in order to answer the questions 
(unless he has already become so familiar with his 
Bible which, in itself, shows that he is a Bible 
reader). 

Mr. John W. Martin, Educational Secretary of 
the Luther League of the District of Columbia, an 
nounced his intention of inaugurating additional 
methods of attaining the goal of daily Bible read- 
ing among the District of Columbia Leaguers upon 
his return to Washington from the Salisbury Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Tuefel proved an interested ‘‘questioner,” 
through which questioning an unanimous expres- 
sion of opinion was made to the effect that an in- 
teresting, and perhaps profitable, experiment would 
be to have each Leaguer write and submit to his 
League (without signing his name, if preferred), 
a paper telling of blessings and benefits derived 
from Bible reading. 

As a means of obtaining the greatest amount of 
good, Mrs. Bair of Los Angeles, California, urged 
Bible reading in the morning when the body is 
rested and the mind is in a receptive mood. 

Others present at this conference were prevented 
from entering into the discussion of the topic by the 
rapid passage of time. 


Advice for Pastors 


“The Pastor and the League,” led by the 
Reverend Dorr E. Fritts of Troy, New 
York, brought out questions for discussion 
as follows: 


Relation of L. L. to Pastor 


As a problem to the Pastor 
I. How to organize. 
1. Get complete literature. 
2. Call on state and district help. 
3. Work for demand from young people, 
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II. Social problem. 
1. Dance club—how objectionable? 
2. How realize on social possibilities? 
8. Suggestions: (Handy) Preparation, 
tion, publicity, refreshments. 
III. Leaders. 
1. Junior, Intermediate—on up. 
2. Conferences. 
8. Leadership training schools—Council of R. E. 
4. Our church schools, colleges—patronize (United 
we stick; not, united we’re stuck). 
5. Develop at work. 
The Pastor a problem. 
How much judge? Danger. 
1. Not show interest. 
2. Too zealous, runs whole show. 
8. Suspicious yet holds aloof. 
4. Not answer letters from League leaders. 


decora- 


5. Opposes organizing Leagues. 
6. Promotes ‘‘Usher’s Club” instead. 
Remedies ? 


1. Strong presentation at Synods—Conferences. 

2. Educational literature through synodical sec- 
retary; state and district channels. 

3. Go to Pastor with real plan then to council 
(Resignations funerals help conversion better). 
Conclusion of whole matter. 

“Fear God and keep His commandments.” 

“Feed my Sheep—lambs.” “Go speak to that 
young man.’’—Ps, 119.2. 

Have faith in youth but don’t trust them. 


Also the following secretarial report of 
the meeting: 


The meeting was opened with prayer by Reverend 
Reissig. 

The discussion was largely carried on by the pas- 
tors, who greatly outnumbered the Leaguers. 

Problems and questions were freely brought up. 

(1) Does Light Brigade and Junior League con- 
flict ? 

It was decided they could be used together as the 
missionary topic of the League was the same as 
the Light Brigade topic. 

(2) Pastors should have others in church to guide 
the Junior and Intermediate work. 

(3) Problem of Confirmation age? 

They would be worked into Intermediate League. 
they should be kept interested or we will lose them. 

(4) Age limits should be determined mentally and 
not by yearss. 

(5) Does the Sunday School division conflict with 
League division? 

They seem to be entirely different. 

(6) Should have a League if there are only enough 
to hold offices. 

(7) Rural Problem discussed. 

(8) The worship of all three departments should 
be held separately. 

(9) Weekly or monthly meeting, which? 

Which is best? Sunday, or weekly meetings? 

(10) Supper meeting works well. 

(11) Pastor’s relation. 

He should be in the background. 

(12) League to hold church service a good method 
to interest young people in the evening worship. 

(18) Pastors criticize the loyalty of the Young 
People. 

(14) Social Problem. 


Better Devotionals 


The “Better Devotionals Conference’? was led by 
Mrs. A. J. Traver on Sunday afternoon with from 
150 to 200 delegates present. The hour was given 
over to a consideration of certain questions. After 
discussion, the Leaguers decided that a devotional 
is not exhibition but expression combining worship, 
witness and winning and is successful when it ful- 
fills these conditions and provokes a closer relation 
to God, a deeper consciousness of Him and com- 
munion with Him. : 

The third topic for consideration was the most 
essential qualification of a good leader. After con- 
siderable discussion, the delegates decided by vote 
that sincerity is the most necessary although all felt 
that preparedness, enthusiasm and punctuality fill 
a large part in making a good leader. All agreed 
that the leader must prepare well in advance, actual 
time depending upon the ability of the leader. 

Devotionals should be held weekly. Time and 
place depend upon local conditions. In this con- 
nection it would be well to mention that eight states 
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have as one of the requirements in their standards 
of efficiency, “the holding of weekly devotionals.” 

The topics selected by the Interdenominational 
Commission of Young People’s Organizations affili- 
ated with the International Council of Religious 
Education, but adapted to League needs by the 
Literature Committee of the Luther League of 
America as outlined in the Review were unanimously 
declared very helpful. 

The Discussion method is especially commended 
as'a method for the devotional. We quote from 
Dr, White; “Discussion is learning by activity like 
handiwork-and note book work.’’ It also encourages 
the Leaguers to express their religious convictions— 
the only place where they talk about these things. 
The debate in the devotional is not a favorite meth- 
od with Leaguers. The debate limits discussion to 
only a few and tends to encourage a wrong line of 
reasoning. Maps, blackboards and pictures should 
be used wherever possible depending, of course, on 
the topic for discussion. We should strive to make 
it an infallible rule not to allow the meeting to 
wander from its appointed course. The alert leader 
will sense any deviation from the work as planned 
and by a few words lead the members back to the 
original topic. 

-It is to be regretted that the lateness of the 
hour made it necessary for the conference to close 
before the Leaguers present cou’d complete the ques- 
tions prepared for the discussion. 


The student group under the leadership 
of Mr. Paul E. Keyser discussed the student 
problem briefly as follows: 


r The Student Problem—Colleges 
Mr. Paul E. Keyser, Chairman. 


Questions for Discussion: 

“1. How much time is one justified in asking 
the students to assist with the general work of the 
congregation and Luther League?” 

The general opinion was one or two hours a week. 

“2. How to interest the college student?’ 

The following suggestions were offered: 

(a) On a basis of personal friendship. 

(b) Another delegate from Illinois stated that 
they had found by giving Vesper Teas that this 
was a very good drawing card. 

(ec) Getting the cooperation of the college of- 
ficials to secure the names of Lutheran students 
and then as the students return to school meet 
them and urge them to attend the first Sunday 
meeting. 

(d) By holding the interest of one active stu- 
dent there will be a great number to follow. 

“3. Other Problems: 

“One delegate stated that at the school she at- 
tended there were only three Lutherans, and would 
it be advisable to organize a Luther League? It 
was the opinion the Home League should keep them 
posted. 

“Tt was also stated that while dealing with the 
College Student Problem one should not forget the 
Nurses, Students in the Schools of Music and Busi- 
ness Colleges.” 


“The Luther League and College Students” 


I—The Problem and Its Importance. 

1—Many Lutheran college students are outside 
the League and are not interested. 

2—Many Leagues in college towns and back home 
are making no special effort to retain interest of 
college students, or they have some program which 
does not meet desired ends. 

8—College trained Lutheran youth should be a 
special asset to and a force in the Lutheran Church. 
The L. L. is a realm of church activity where the 
student can assume leadership. 

4—What can be done to better hold and interest 
more Lutheran college students? Whose respon- 
sibility is it? 
II.—The Luther League (as a youth organization). 
' 1—Has a real place to fill in lives of all Lutheran 
youth, in developing individual religious thinking 
and activity. 

2—Has a program and purpose worthy of atten- 
tion of college students. 

3—The L. L. needs and can use college trained 
‘men and women. 
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4—The L. L. has and is making a successful ap- 
peal to some students. 

5—The L. L. can and ought to do more for college 
age youth, 


IlI.—The College Student. 
concern here.) 
1—The college age and life bring new life inter- 
ests to youth which condition their interest in the 
Church and the L. L. (New and broader mental 
interests; better thinking ability; broadened and new 
friendships; changing conception of religion and 
the Church; a wide range of college activities; a 
program of worship, social, religious and mental 
life, which is a life in itself. Does this crowd out 
old L. L. interest?) 
2—College students 

League. 
a—A small 
(29 per cent.) 
b—A good number of “‘never-members” with no 
interest. 
c—Has-beens, now no interest and church a bore. 
d—Conclusion: Many who ought to be interested. 
8—The real place of the college student in the 
League ought be be: 
a—Regular attendance at League in college town. 
b—Freely giving of leadership talents in pro- 
gram. Not monopolizing leadership places how- 
ever. 
e—A friendly interest in League back home. 
d—Assuming more and more executive leader- 
ship in state and national relations. 
e—That of encouraging younger 
work in League. 
IV.—The Local League the Key-Situation. 
1—If in college town do the following: 
a—Get list of names and addresses of all Lu- 
theran students. 
b—The membership committee and officers of 
League should make personal contact with as many 
of these as possible. 
e—Have pastor speak for League in his student 
contacts, 
d—Keep students informed on all activities. 
(Posters, phone, bulletin board, announcement by 
college official.) 
e—Work with student religious organizations. 
f£—Give students some responsibility for program 
of League. 
g—Give special attention to 
of topics. 
h—Have well-planned meetings. 
i—Have at least one college student on program 
committee. 
j—Have special features on program for college 
students. Discussions and socials, etc. 
k—Simply be a live-wire League with a worth- 
while program. 
2—If in home town of student. 
a—Maintain contact with student while away 
at college by mail. Birthday cards, announcements 
of League activities through church bulletin, per- 
sonal letters. 
b—When at home, show real interest in pres- 
ence of students by a ‘‘welcome home meeting’’ 


(Lutheran students our 


in their attitude toward the 


minority of actively interested. 


students to 


intellectual appeal 


and social. Have students lead meetings or speak 
on college life. Show attention on arrival or de- 
parture. 


e—Have pastor and parents advise church activ- 
ity and League relation in college town. 
3—Train all Leaguers well before college age. 
4—Officers and leaders must see that college stu- 
dents are not neglected. 
5—The appeal to make when seeking interest of 
students. 
a—Something for you to do—‘“show us how.” 
ay, “Come and help us,” not “it will do 
your soul good.”’ 
e—Intellectual appeal of topics. 
d—Social life and activity. 
e—Make it worth their time to come. 


V.—What Can Be Done to interest and hold college 
student. 


1—In the local League. 
a—General efficiency. 
b—Proper departmental division and age limits. 
e—Definite program appeal for students. 
d—Actual attention shown students. 
e—Thorough treatment of topics. 
f—A wide-awake pastor and League officers. 
g—Interest through S. S, class group. 
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h—Personal friendships of non-student with 
student. 
2—In general League circles. 
a—Emphasize the importance of work with and 
for the college in L. L. Executive meetings, 
Synodical conventions, L. L. Conferences and 
conventions. 
b—Editors of topic material make provision for 
college age religious interests, in more detail than 
at present. 
8—Adult Church leaders must give support to and 
show faith in its youth and the youth organization 
of the Lutheran Church. 
a—The college student looks at the League as 
part of the Church, and if interest in the League 
is to be cultivated and maintained, interest in the 
Church and its program must be present. 
b—The attitude taken by Church leaders and 
pastors and the degree of their interest in the 
L. L. and the college all conditions the interest 
of the student in the Church. 
4—Give the college student something worthwhile, 
and work hard to promote a generally effective 
League program. 


Ex-Secretary Hodges Speaks on Reading 


“There are three kinds of reading: reading for 
education, reading for inspiration, reading for 
recreation.” 

If our young people only realized how much their 
happiness and success in life depends upon the 
, habits formed in youth, most of them would be more 
anxious than they are to start right. Among the 
habits that might be a great source of delight, as 
well as of unfailing profit, the reading habit stands 
preeminent, for the love of books—the best books— 
is something which can be cultivated and the more 
the reading habit is practised the more it grows. 
Books are a guide in youth and an entertainment 
for age. Good books are the best of friends. As 
he may be judged by the people with whom he asso- 
ciates, so he may be judged by the books he reads. 

The first ground on which to judge a book fairly 
is to discover its manifest purpose. The guiding 
motive running through the contents must be recog- 
nized as the surest factor in determining the genu- 
ineness of the material presented. 

Books play a tremendous part in the intellectual 
life of the world. The ideal thing would be to have 
our youth so interested in all phases of religious 
life that they would eagerly read volumes that deal 
with these phases. The Church in that case would 
become a veritable university. 

Just now there is much interest in what youth is 
reading. Not what they are required to read in 
school, not what they read in order to advance in 
position, but what they choose to read. Of course, 
very much reading amounts to very little. It is 
neither good nor bad. The worst that can be said 
is that it consumes a vast amount of time that 
might be turned to better account. Many who read, 
“to kill time’ will find that murdered time has a 
ghost that will come back to haunt its slayers. 

Moreover the thoughtless, careless readers who 
give no attention to the selection of what they read 
will not haye very much to do with shaping the af- 
fairs of the Church and the World. What they read 
or do not read counts for very little. This has al- 
ways’ been true. It is also true that there are in 
every period men and women whose reading makes 
a vast difference. History, both ecclesiastical and 
profane, is eloquent to this fact. 

Now in a period when the world is being rebuilt, 
it is of great importance to know what the thought- 
ful students of the world are reading. 

There is no greater service than can be rendered 
the youth of today than to bring to their notice and 
reading worthwhile, character-building and purpose- 
forming books. Such are the books in our reading 
courses, 


Chairman Frey Reports on Junior Work 
York, Pa., July 1, 1927. 


To the Members of the Luther League of America 
in Convention Assembled: 


We submit but a brief report of the work of 
the Junior Committee since the last Convention of 
the Luther League of America, as the details of 
the work of the Junior department will be fully 
covered in the report of the Secretary of the de- 
partment. 
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The Committee held the following meetings, Mil- 
waukee, at the close of the Biennial Convention, 
Pittsburgh, September 21, 1925, Philadelphia, June 
15, 1926, and Philadelphia, May 27, 1927. The two 
last mentioned meetings were held in conjunction 
with a general meeting of the Literature, Interme- 
diate, and Junior Committees of the Luther League 
of America. 

Plans and policies were outlined at these several 
meetings and the report of the Secretary of our 
Department will tell of the progress made in fol- 
lowing out these plans. 

Two Junior Institutes were held in Philadelphia. 
The first, on February 20th, 1926, and the second on 
February 12th, 1927. Both of these institutes were 
very well attended by workers from the Eastern 
States. Next year it is planned to hold institutes in 
other centers instead of at the headquarters office 
only, so that our Junior Department leaders can 
come in contact with a larger number of workers. 

It is with regret that we refer to the passing of 
a former Chairman of our Committee, Rev. Arthur 
T. Michler, Philadelphia, Pa., who served the 
Junior Committee of the Luther League of America 
from 1910 to 1922. The work that he did was largely 
one of pioneering and the department today bears a 
record of some of the foundations that he laid 
during his association with the work of our Com- 
mittee. 

This Committee would recommend that the work 
of the department continue to be developed along 
the plans and policy that have been adopted by the 
Committee. 

We wish to take this opportunity of thanking 
those who so ably helped in the work of our depart- 
ment and would especially mention the support 
given us by General Secretary, A. J. Traver, and 
Intermediate Secretary, R. J. Wolf, for their presen- 
tation of the work of our department in their 
travels throughout the country. 

The Secretary of our department, Miss Brenda L. 
Mehlhouse, is to be commended for the most thorough 
and painstaking work that she has done and the 
larger portion of the credit for the enlargement of 
the work goes to her, as it is through her untiring 
efforts that our Junior Department can report any 
progress ‘that has been made. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M. HALLER FREY, 
Chairman Junior Committee. 


Mrs. Swavely Talks About Topics 


The Topics prove most interesting to the boys 


and girls. They are divided into four distinct 
groups® 

1—The Missionary Topics, when the Juniors 
studied the very interesting Moslem book, “Two 


Young Arabs,” a story of a trip taken by a little 
Arabian boy and his sister with their father through 
Moslem lands, visiting the various shrines of Mo- 
hammedanism, until at last they reach Jerusalem 
and find Christianity. 

2—The Bible Topics, all written under the head- 
ing of “A Trip to the Holy Land.” Various Bible 
towns were visited and the trip made interesting 
with map study and other interesting material. 
These lessons were concluded with three topics on 
Paul’s missionary journeys. 

3—The Church Hero Topics. These were particu- 
larly interesting to the boys and told the stories 
of Muhlenberg, Passavant, Theodore Fliedner, Father 
Heyer, Gustavus Adolphus, Rev. Legum. As we all 
know, boys are hero worshippers and these lessons 
we left entirely to the boys. The entire program 
was arranged by the boys and surely demonstrated 
to the leaders what boys really can do. 

4—The Picture Lesson Topics. These topics’ were 
made interesting by the use of the small Perry 
pictures which were given to each Junior. Some of 
the topics used, with the picture were “Prayer” 
(with picture of ‘‘Little Samuel’’), “Humility” (pic- 
ture of Abraham Lincoln), “Suffering” picture ‘Ecco 
Homo,” “Joy” (‘He Is Risen’’), “Sacrifice” (Picture 
of “Christ and the Rich Young Ruler’’), “Church 
Manners,” (Christ in the Temple’). These picture 
Lessons left impressions that will not soon be for- 
gotten, ( 

Then, too, there were various Topics on the Cate- 
chism, which helped the boys and girls to understand 
our Church. There were special Topics on the Luther 
League ‘What Is the Luther League?,” “Janior 
League Around the World,” “The Junior League 
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ISSN yo, ba PopeeSiaeeaeeenere 263 54 114 9,273 1,296 4,328 17,820.23 12,365.34 
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WHISCOMS Mee wicloeiiy cnet cites ee eee 1 1 238 84 22 228.00 135.00 
Miscellaneous 35 105.04 

964 143 187 29,665 2,859 5,468 $38,386.12 $35,781.69 


Reading Course,” a Rally Meeting, and topics stress- 
ing Daily Bible Reading and Chureh attendance, 
Special Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter and Moth- 
er’s Day programs all helped to hold the interest of 
the boys and airls. 

Leaders! Use the Junior Topics. Let the Junio-s 
use them in the meetings and thus develop fu‘ure 
Luther League leaders. 


Worship Discussed 
By Sister Pearle Lyerly 


When at all possible permit the Juniors to meet 
and play in a different room from the one where 
the Devotional meeting is held. At the appointed 
hour open the doors to the meeting room, ask the 
pianist to play soft music while the children take 
their places. 
The surroundings must be agreeable. Make your 
room jook cheerful with the proper religious pictures 
on the walls and some flowers on the table, with 
books orderly arranged and plenty of light. 
The leader must give a worshipful atmosphere. 
The children will become restless and excited if the 
leader is running all about the room putting things 
in order during the singing. The leader must 
worship with the children. 
The Program must be of a _ reverent nature. 
Sing the hymns well selected for children. Pray the 
prayers the Juniors will understand and let them 
have a prominent place in the prayer exercises. 
Each child should be given the opportunity to talk 
with his Father in Junior League. Before you use 
the sentence prayers see that the children are ready 
for them. This exercise is suggested to be used 
before the sentence prayers— 
“We fold our hands that we may be (fold hands) 
From earthly work and play set free; 

We bow our heads as we draw near (bow head) 
The King of Kings, our Saviour dear; 

We close our eyes that we may see, (close eyes) 
Nothing to keep our thoughts from Thee. 


Never continue the prayers when some. children 
are talking. If necessary, stop all the children in 
the midst of them and teach them how they are dis- 
pleasing God. If this will not help, dismiss the 
children until you have finished the opening exercises. 
If this is done it will be a lesson to all the members. 


This exercise may be used to end your program— 
“Two little hands now let us_ show, 
Two hands bring down just so; 
Right hand right things must do, 
Left hand must help it too. 
From mischief fold them tight, 
Nor let them strike nor fight; 
But stretch them out in love, 
And upward point above. 
Then clasp in prayer each day, 
And think of all we say, 
With heads all bending low, 
And eyes all closed just so, 
Repeating word by word 
The prayer of our Dear Lord— 
Our Father, ete. 


A Leaders, realize the great opportunity you have 
in putting the lives of the children into direct con- 
tact with the life of Jesus Christ. 


A Letter 
Sister Alma Boarts, detained by an acci- 
dent, sends her address on Consecrated 
Leadership. Sister Helene Kuechler reads: 


“My dear Luther Leaguers—This morning I am 
trying to form a mental picture of that fine assem- 
blage of young people at Salisbury which is repre- 
sentative of the cream of the young people of the 
church today. i 


As you meet in this great convention to give and 
to take and with the theme, “Christ All in All,” I 
earnestly pray that everyone of the young people 
who have the privilege of attending may not be 
lukewarm, but rather hot spiritually for Christ and 
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may ever remain hot spiritually to blaze the way for 
Christ’s entrance into other hearts. 

In complying with the desires of one who is giv- 
ing herself so earnestly and unreservedly to the 
Juniors of our beloved Church—our Junior Secre- 
tary—I will give a few thoughts on the ‘Need of 
Consecrated Leaders for Our Boys and Girls.” 

As I think of this need of consecrated leaders 
for our Juniors uppermost in my mind are the 
words of our Saviour as He said to Simon Peter, 
“Feed My Lambs.’’ When Jesus asked Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, lJovest thou Me?,” Peter re- 
plied, ‘“Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee.” 
Then it was that Jesus gave the request—‘‘Feed My 
Lambs.” His first request to Peter was ‘‘Feed My 
Lambs,” then the second request—‘‘Feed My Sheep.’ 
Does not this fact show us the important place Jesus 
gave to the caring of the children? 

Christ is asking each of our Luther Leaguers— 
“Lovest thou Me?’ We all no doubt answer, “Yes, 
Lord.” Then comes to us the request, ‘Feed My 
Lambs.” 

All of us are to some extent feeders of the lamhs 
whether we are conscious of it or not, but what 
better way does Jesus open up to us to feed His 
lambs than through working with the boys and 
girls in the using of the program of the Junior 
Luther League. 

There is a note of joy as we think of the young 
people who are feeding the lambs in the Junior 
Luther Leagues. But when we think of the many 
churches throughout our different states who do 
not have a Junior Luther League then we see the 
great need for more consecrated leaders for these 


Junior boys and girls who would be happy 
to be in an organization which has as _ its 
object (1) to educate the youth in the history, 


teachings and practices of the Church, (2) to en- 
courage Bible reading and prayer, (3) to give mis- 
sionary knowledge, (4) to prepare boys and girls 
to be better Intermediate and Senior Luther Leaguers, 
(5) to open a way for serving Christ and His 
Church in childhood. What person with the motto, 
“Christ All in All” would not rejoice in leading the 
Juniors in such a program! 

The word J-U-N-I-O-R spells to us need and 
opportunity for consecrated Junior workers. 

J stands for Joy and help to the leader. The 
leader’s own life is made joyful. We have learned 
that not to be served, but to serve brings most joy. 
Yes, some hard work, too, but there is joy in see- 
ing the Juniors develop and serve. Our own lives 
are made purer and sweeter as we give out to the 
Juniors. God teaches us this beautifully in nature 
in the purity and usefulness of the waters of the 
Sea of Galilee in comparison with the waters of the 
Dead Sea. Because the Sea of Galilee not only takes 
in but also freely gives out its water is so pure 
and useful, although each is supplied by the samie 
water. So the letter J stands for the joy and help 
that comes to those who may lead in Junior League. 

U—using of boys and girls for work to be done in 
and by the church. There are many ways open for 
children to serve but they need consecrated leaders 
to point out to them how and where to serve. 

N—no other organization for the children with 
such a fine program. 

I—in only about three hundred churches a Junior 
League. Other leaders are needed for churches 
without Leagues. 

O—Our forward look to future successful Luther 
Leaguers and Christian workers demands consecrated 
leaders for the Juniors. 

R—yvight age for children to have a consecrated 
leader to imitate and give lasting impressions. 

S—Saviour requests—‘Feed My Lambs.” 

May the motto “Christ All in All” so be ours 
this morning that as Christ says “Feed My Lambs” 
we may promise Him to do our best to obey Him by 
giving to. the children the fine program cf the 
Junior Luther League. 

Our Saviour has no hands but our hands 
To work for the Juniors today: 
He has no feet but our feet 
To lead the Juniors in His way; 
He has no tongue but our tongues 
To tell the Juniors how He died; 
He has no help but our help 
To keep the dear Juniors by His side. 

Wherever there are children in a congregation, 
there is need for a Junior Luther League. Why? 
First, because the children need it. When children 
get together, their conversation is, for the most 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


part, centered around the school, the home and the 
various activities in which they may be interested. 
But the church is not included in this list. And the 
reason is not hard to find. These other subjects 
deal with the things that are closest to them, and 
are a part of their very life. Not so with the 
Church. That is something beyond and above them 
and they are not conscious of its influence. Here 
is where the Junior League performs a real service. 
It brings the Church down to the level of the child, 
and gives him a place to expend some of his energy. 
The League functions in a way that appeals to him, 
and gives him just enough responsibility to make 
him think about it and to work for it. By just such 
methods, he feels that he is a part of the Church’s 
work, and once started in life with this idea, the 
Church has a greater opportunity of moulding that 
life and developing it into one of service to the 
kingdom of d. 

Second. Because the congregation needs it. When 
it realizes that the Luther League is developing 
and training workers for the whole Church, that it 
is not an organization separate and independent of 
all other departments of the congregation, then will 
pastor and people alike realize that here is some- 
thing which should be encouraged and helped along 
as much as possible, And the time to start that 
training is with the boy and girl when they are 
small and most ready to respond. Not when their 
life has already been filled with outside things, By 
taking these small girls and boys, and organizing 
them into Junior Leagues, the congregation has 
taken a big step in preparing for the future of the 
Senior League, the Sunday School, the Women’s 
Missionary Society, the Brotherhood and of the con- 
gregation itself, 


Stewardship 


“The Stewardship of Money—Purse-onal 
Evangelism” was the subject of a talk by 
the Reverend H. A. Bosch. Mr. Bosch said 
in part: 


Great men are thinking great thoughts. These 
thoughts are of the Church. Coolidge says: “We 
need more spiritual development.” Roger Babson 
states: ‘“‘The need of the hour is for more teach- 
ing of the principles of Jesus Christ’—and the 
realization comes to many: though many institu- 
tions in life accomplished an incidental good, it is 
the Church alone, which is essential to life. For, 
even as Christians have known this word of Christ 
to be tru, “Except ye abide in me, and I abide in thee, 
ye can bear no fruit,’’ so many leaders of the world, 
are on the brink of the recognition of the fact, 
“Without me, ye can do nothing.” 

The world needs Christ. .Evangelism in broad 
terms brings Christ to the world. Evangelism is 
the application of the riches of Christ to the be- 
lievers. Stewardship is the application of the 
riches and resources of the believers to Christ. One 
means: Christ for man; the other means: Man for 
Christ. And stewardship and evangelism are so 
closely interwoven that as we acknowledge our stew- 
ardship, as our lives are enlisted in serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ—our stewardship becomes evan- 
gelistic for through us Christ is glorified, through 
us, He is brought to man. Evangelism is the ob- 
ject, of which Stewardship is the means, and such 
an exalted conviction should we have of our steward- 
ship of money, that our Purse becomes Evangelistic. 

And just there we often draw the line, We have 
much sentiment about Missions, but only a few 
Cents for Missions, we have a few cents, instead of 
many dollars. And the lack of a Personal Evangel- 
ism halts many a local church effort, even as it 
cripples and hinders a national missionary program. . 

I. We must give our lives—Paul speaks of the 
Macedonians. They first gave their own selves to 
the Lord (II Co. 8-5) and this means that our Will, 
Courage, Physical Strength, Mutual Powers, Talents, 
Personality, Enthusiasm, Energy, Time, Prayer 
and Money must be His. All of our lives is to be 
used for Him, but before all can be used for him 
all must be touched by Him, and a complete Evangel- 
ism must precede a complete Stewardship are to be 
wholly His. 

II. Money is the least we can give. 

Ill. Of this least we give the least. 

America pays for candy, One Billion Dollars. 
America spends for Autos, Two Billion; for Tobac- 
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co, more than Two Billion, and generous, liberal 
America gives to the Church 645 Million, little 
more than half a Billion. America spends more 
for cosmetics than she gives to Christ; more for 
sporting goods than for the spiritual things, and 
a selected list of incidental expenses shows a total 
of 12 Billions spent for incidentals and luxuries-~- 
and but half a billion for the Church. It is a ter- 
rible tale that these totals tell, yet the cents of the 
dollar show the same story. 


The Reverend Bosch then called forward 
a group of young people with placards 
‘showing how the American dollar was spent. 
It was interesting to note the following: 
24% c—living 
22 c—luxuries 
14 c—wasted 
13% c—miscellaneous 
11 c—invested 
8%4c—crime 
4% c—government 
1%c—schools 
%4 c—church 
Mr. Bosch juggled the figures a bit, cut 
waste in half, took 7/12ths of the money 
spent for luxuries and gave that to the 
church, and lo! the church had ten cents 
instead of % of a cent. 
This was a very impressive illustration. 


For the Kiddies 


Miss Hess of the Philadelphia Italian 
Mission tells of the Primary Program. 


When little children under six years of age come 
to Junior League much better results can be ob- 
tained, both with the little ones and with the older 
Juniors, if they have separate rooms.and programs 
especially adapted to their needs. 

My purpose is to bring to the attention of those 
who have not yet used them the “Programs for the 
Little Leaguers,” prepared by Mrs. A. F. Keller. 
This splendid little book contains complete pro- 
grams for weekly meetings for one year, Miss Mehl- 
house having provided supplementary lessons for the 
summer months. 

There is a lesson topic for each week, with 
hymns and other memory work, there are sugges- 
tions for hand work that will help to impress on 
the child’s mind, the lesson of the day. There is 
also the information for the leader as to what ma- 
terials are needed for the work and just where 
these may be obtained. 

To give variety one might use different work if 
desired. For instance, in connection with the 
Shepherd Psalm the children could make shadow 
pictures. The leader should cut paper patterns of 
lambs, pin one to a piece of paper of the proper 
size to make a picture, and let each child fill in 
with crayon the green grass around the lamb and 
the blue sky above—remove the pin and the picture 
is complete. 

To encourage working for others, at the De- 
cember meeting make tarlatan stockings sewed with 
red wool and fill them with popcorn, nuts or candy, 
sending them to Orphan Home, Settlement House 
or similar institution. 


Jesus and I 


Dr. Schaeffer of Lenoir Rhyme issues a 
call to fellowship. 


“As Moses stood before God and Nathaniel be- 
fore Jesus, I’d have you face Jesus Christ. ‘Jesus 
perky and I’—what a fellowship! What a partner- 
ship 

“Men have tried but they can not get away from 
the fact of God. Today as in some days gone by 
men have tried hard to get away from the fact of 
Christ as God. But it is all to no avail. To men 
by the millions Christ has said, and is still saying, 
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‘He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.’ And 
when men stand as Philip did face to face with 
Jesus, it sufficeth. 

“What place shall Jesus Christ occupy in our 
lives today? As young men and women with 
wonderful years of glorious living, possibly as our 
portion, facing the Lord Jesus Christ and hearing 
His call to holy living and blessed ministry, how 
can we close our eyes and ears in selfish activities 
and habits? 

“There are devoted Christian young people in 
every land, but we need a widespread revolt against 
the domination of non-essentials, against the en- 
croachments of small affairs, against the appeal of 
worldly amusements and frolic, against the abuse 
of Christian Stewardship in the waste of millions 
of dollars in the face of the needs of the Kingdom 
of God, and of men in the gratification of fleshly 
appetites and prodigal living. 

“We need a revolt against these things that holy 
pursuits, Christian love and service, a_ stalwart 
Christian righteousness might occupy our hearts 
and thoughts and labors. 

“Jesus Christ as we face Him, calls us to Him- 
self. In His service we are to spend our time and 
strength—in His great Kingdom we are to dwell in 
time and eternity.” 


Farewell 


Dr. Beeber eloquently closes the Conven- 
tion with these words: 


“We have come to the end of a perfect day. We 
have come to the end of a perfect convention. For 
the last four days we have been on a mountain top. 
We have been very close to Jesus Christ for four 
days, the ablest, most consecrated, finest youth of 
the U. L. C. From the far flung lines of this glorious 
country we have met together, sung together, played 
together, heard inspiring addresses together—recon- 
secrated our lives together. We had a glimpse into 
Asia—into India. P 

“In the last two years our prayers rose to God 
for our brethren in India. We gave our gifts, and 
in this most inspiring meeting the other night when 
we sent ourselves with our gifts to Asia, we gave 
unto the least of these! You, my dear friends, 
young America, will not lose your reward. 

“You heard inspiring addresses. The address 
tonight—a fitting close for this convention. But 
this is not our abiding place—we have not come here 
to stay. We wish we could build a tabernacle and 
remain awhile longer under these beautiful sunny 
skies in North Carolina—in Salisbury. We wish 
we could longer mingle with each other, enjoy each 
other’s association and company, but the time of 
our departure is at hand. We must come down 
from the mountain top into the valley. Do we go 
alone? Or will Jesus go with us? Yes, my be- 
loved, He will, if we here are filled by His spirit 
and by His presence. 

“TI feel highly honored tonight. It is a great 
pleasure to me that I have the last word—and to- 
night the word is ‘Good-bye.’ What does ‘Good-bye’ 
mean? It is a prayer meaning ‘God be with you.’ 

“Good-bye—God be with you—beautiful Salisbury! 
We have learned to love your people. We have 
learned to love your sun—we have learned to love 
your hospitality—we have learned to love this beau- 
tiful temple of worship, one of the largest in the 
Lutheran church. We do not like to leave you. 

“God be with you ’til we meet again—Good-bye 
officers of this League—of the convention—good-bye 
committees, good-bye fellow Lutherans. What a 
happy four days we spent together! 

“T am very happy to have the last word. Good-bye 
—God be with you until we meet'again. ‘To serve 
the present age; our calling to fulfil Oh may it 
all my powers engage, to do my Master’s Will!’” 


~—- 
“HOT OFF THE BAT” 


Marvin Eckardt of the Philadelphia District hav- 
ing read the challenge of Baltimore’s Miss Menkel, 
rises _to observe: ‘“‘We suggest Miss Menkel read 
her REVIEW a little more carefully, specially the 
news columns where Uncle Amos always finds room 
for Philadelphia district activities. She would then 
recall: Pes 

1. Our annual live wire dinner (April 26th) at- 
tended by more than 300, including Clarence Ditt- 
mer; the biggest and most enthusiastic ever held, 
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2. Monthly meetings held by each of 3 sections of 
the District. 

3. Philadelphia District subscribed to its Andhra 
College quota more than 120 per cent. 

4. We have our own District missionary objective 
of $400.00 for 1927. » 


Cc. C. D. VISITS DETROIT 


Sunday, July 31, marked a new day in Detroit Lu- 
ther League Circles when Mr. Clarence C. Dittmer, the 
president of the L. L. of A., addressed the several 
Leagues assembled in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
16th and Forest Avenues, West. 

He spoke of the accomplishments of the year 
closed and the future of the organization wheu 
youth proceeds along the proper lines in Luther 
League Work. All assembled enjoyed the social 
hour that followed and agreed that the delegates 
assembled in Salisbury Convention had chosen the 
right president. 

—R— 


QUICK THINKING 
He: May I call on you? 
She: Of course not! 
He: Oh, I didn’t mean tonight. I meant 
some cold rainy night when I couldn’t go 
anywhere else. 


yp 
AND SHE HATES TO DO IT! 
Many a man will pay his lawyer for tell- 
ing him he is wrong, and never even thank 
his wife for the same advice. 
Se 
MUCH HAPPINESS! 


July 19th is the lucky date for “Rube” Lampe 
of Iowa and those parts. On that day Miss Miriam 
Luisa Barta became Mrs. Ruben K. Lampe. The 
L. L. of A. joins in the good wishes. 


— eS 
MARRIED 
Ruth M. Davis, Recording Secretary of the De- 
troit District and Alex McVay, president of Unity 
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SOME BAND! 

“In Dixie Land where I was born in— 
Hooray, Hooray!” floated over Newberry 
College when the Charleston League Or- 
chestra began to play. 

They presented a Primary School on 
Stunt Night at the Summer School for 
Church Workers of South Carolina. His- 
tory Exam. was held and the pupils an- 
swered telling the heroes and events in 
American History in song. The School 
Orchestra, as pictured above, then played a 
Gavotte and Dixie with toy instruments. 

The “stunt” proved to be very entertain- 
ing. 


Local. Rev. F. L. Boger of Unity Church officiated. 
Another happy married life assured. 


Seeing the Capital on the Way to 
Salisbury 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE AT 
WASHINGTON 


“There will be the unparalleled privilege of stop- 
over en route to Salisbury at Washington—the Na- 
tion’s Capital—a daylight journey on the Luther 
League Special from Washington to Salisbury, with 
stop-over at Monticello, the home of Thomas Jeffer- 
son”; so read Chairman John Martin’s circular be- 
-fore the Convention and he said a truth, for those 
who availed themselves of the privilege certainly had 
real enjoyment. They also had a part in a unique 
experience for the Luther League and one which 
helped to place the League in the news of the day. 

Sightseeing busses were provided the Leaguers 
for a journey around the City, a personally con- 
ducted tour by Mr. Martin and his good-natured 
wife and Paul Brindle. k ; 

After visiting different points of interest a stop 
was made at the statue of Martin Luther, which is 
in front of Martin Luther Memorial Church, where 
President Walter Banker placed a wreath and made 
a short address as follows: “As American citizens 
we owe to Luther those basic principles which make 
the Democracy of our land and which distinguish 
us as a people throughout the world. As Lutherans 
we owe to him that distinction which makes our 
faith stand as it has and will continue to stand so 


Ex-President Banker honoring the grave of The 
Unknown Soldier 


long as we regard the word of God as the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. By placing 
this wreath we honor ourselves more than we 
honor him, privileged as we are to bear his name. 


SEEING THE CAPITAL | 


Luther has belonged to ages past and present and 
will belong to the ages to come as those principles 
which grew out of his work are those upon which 
the world’s happiness and progress are built. We 
place this wreath then as a people happy in the 
thought that he was one of us and sensible of the 
honor and blessing that has come down to us 
through him.” 


The Luther League then sang 
ress.” 


The journey was then continued, visiting among 
the many things to be seen, the wonderful Mem- 
orial erected by a Nation appreciative of the great- 
ness of Abraham Lincoln. What solemn beauty and 
what an impression as the visitor is admitted into 
beautiful walls, one not to be forgotten. 


In the afternoon special cars were provided for 
the trip to that beautiful shrine of the Nation’s 
dead at Arlington Cemetery. Those who have never 
visited this beautiful City of the Dead owe it to 
themselves to make it. The view looking over the 
“Potomac with the Capitol in the background is one 
which is indelibly impressed on one’s memory. 
Every American is a better citizen after the ex- 
perience, 


The Leaguers proceeded in a body to the grave 
of the Unknown Soldier made to symbolize the Na- 
tion’s Dead in the great war, where Mr. Banker 
placed a wreath and delivered a short address as 
follows: 


“By the placing of this wreath we again bring to 
mind the sacrifice of those who so freely shed 
their blood in the greatest part any country has 
ever played in altruistic endeavor for the peace and 
happiness of the world. When the world shall have 


“AK Mighty Fort- 


laid aside its prejudice and come truly to itself, 
then will it come to realize and then will it be 


ready to give honor to our country whose boys 
lie silent in its fields and fields of their homeland; 
those who made the supreme sacrifice. May the 
grave of him who lies here ever remind us that 
there lives in the breast of all true Americans the 
willingness to make such sacrifice for the preserva- 
tion of those ideals of Liberty which make our 
Country great. This boy and those who went for- 
ward with him made it greater honor to be an 
American.” 


The Leaguers then sang, 
Banner.” 


A visit to the great marble amphitheater where 
services are held each year and where the President 
or someone high in the service of our land makes 
a speech, and which seats 3,000 people with its 
wonderful portals, was then the order. 


From here back to the cars and on to Mt. Vernon, 
the beautiful home of George Washington on the 
Potomac. As we looked out over the valleys about 
Washington’s home, we were impressed with the 
thought that the Father of our Country must have 


“The Star Spangled 
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loved the beautiful in nature when he selected a 
site for his home. 


Here again we were accorded the special privilege 
of placing the wreath on the sarcophagus of George 
Washington, the tomb being opened for the event. 
Mr. Banker placed the wreath and made another 
short address as follows: 


“Karlier in the day we honored ourselves by the 
placing of a wreath upon the monument of one 
who gave us the principles of Democracy. We 
honor ourselves again by recalling the memory of 
one who helped to put those principles into prac- 
tical thought and action, and who by the sincerity 
of his love and the sacrifice of leadership has been 
called by a grateful people, “The Father of his 
Country.’ In placing this wreath let us as citi- 
zens of this great country be mindful of the heri- 
tage which has come down to us through the life 
of that Father, George Washington. First in War, 
First in Peace, First in the hearts of his country- 
men.”’ 

The Leaguers then sang “My Country 
Thee” and “God Bless Our Native Land.” 


Then back to the city, and then to Luther Mem- 
orial Church in the evening for a mass meeting. 
How much we enjoyed the speeches, the fellowship 
and the fine spirit that prevailed. It just whetted 
appetites for the Convention. All the addresses 
were in the spirit of good will and reviewed ac- 
complishments for the work of the League that 
means much for the future. 


It was indeed a privilege to spend the day with 
the Washington Leaguers. 
Then a night of good sleep and out at 6 o’clock 


for the Luther League Special with breakfast on 
the train. 


A stop-over at Charlottesville to visit the home of 
Thomas Jefferson and here again, we were im- 
pressed with the great natural beauty in the loca- 
tion of this wonderful home of one of our great 
Presidents. It was fine to stand on its lawns and 
visualize the beauty of those fetes which were the 
vogue in Jefferson’s day. The surrounding valleys 
and mountains afford a view that beggars descrip- 
tion, We appreciate the wonderfulness of our 
common Father when we see such sights as this— 
we are humbled in our pride in human accom- 
plishment. 

Then back to the train, 
Salisbury. 

John Martin and Mrs. Martin everywhere seeing 
to it that nothing was left undone to help provide 
joy and comfort, for us all, and how we did enjoy 
it. Too many things to comment here but things to 
carry with us for many a year. 


Then Salisbury at 5:45 and we are out to be 
greeted by other League friends and delegates, and 
then the greatest Convention the Luther League of 
America ever had. WALTER BANKER. 


"Tis of 


a fine lunch and on to 


The Gang at Washington 
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DEAR ME 
“Yd like to try on that suit in the win- 
dow.” 
“Sorry, sir, but you’ll have to use the 
dressing room.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


FRUITS OF SALISBURY 
Way out in Clinton, Ia., the suggestions 


‘offered by Paul Keyser of Wittenberg with 


regard to student work are being carried 
out. Conventions do pay! 


For the Social Chairman 


OCTOBER 


Fall Hike 

The outline for a year’s socials really 
ended with the August plan; however, the 
editor has asked me to continue until the 
end of the current year, and we are 
therefore giving outlines for special socials 
which could well be given at this time. You 
will remember that the September social 
was planned as a joint meeting with the 
Juniors. For October we suggest a fall 
hike. 

Decide on your destination and map out 
your route. It is a good plan to have some 
one actually cover the ground before you 
take your group, to make sure that every- 
thing is all right. 

Ask your members to bring flashlights. 
Of course, you will start while it is yet light, 
but you will need them coming home. 

Chaperons may be out of date, but a good 
League hike ought to be chaperoned, so that 
there may be some one in authority. If you 
do not like that word, appoint a “commit- 
tee” to take charge of the hike. Keep your 
group together on the hike—that is one of 
the main jobs of the “committee.” 

Have preparations made to build a fire at 
your destination, sending the food out 
ahead of time if possible. 

Serve “hot doggies,” and let every one 
roast their own, with rolls, pretzels, marsh- 
mallows for toasting, and apples. 

Arrange to have some one tell a good 
story or two, during the moments of re- 
laxation around the fire, after the refresh- 
ments have been eaten. Sing familiar 
songs, with the whole group taking part. 

Be sure that your fire is out before you 
start for home. Start in reasonable time, 
so that it is not too late when you return. 

CAROLENA HE. NOLDE. 
— BR 
NOVEMBER 


Annual Luther League Dinner 

Why not plan a Luther League Dinner, 
and make it an annual event in November? 
It is a fine way to “get together,” and can 
be planned as simply or elaborately as you 
wish. 

There are several ways to do this, and 
the League as a whole), decided on their 


particular League. The one is the catered 
dinner, the second the dinner prepared by 
some of the active women in your congre- 
gation, the third the dinner prepared by 
your League members themselves. A com- 
bination of the last two is very good. 

Instead of laying down a definite plan, I 
am going to describe a Luther League Din- 
ner which I attended. The President ap- 
pointed a committee to assist the Social 
Secretary, who acted as chairman of the 
committee. The committee then met and 
set a tentative date (which was ratified by 
the League as a whole) decided on their 
menu, figured what would be necessary of 
the various food items, decorations, etc., 
and then set the price of 75c for the dinner. 
Several of the women (mothers of League 
members) were asked and gladly consented 
to do the actual cooking, but the committee _ 
themselves did all the buying, and came the 
evening before to help prepare whatever 
could be done ahead of time. 

Invitations were sent to all League mem- 
bers, who were requested to reply before a 
certain date, so that adequate preparations 
could be made. 

The menu was as follows: 


Fruit Cocktail 
Roast Chicken, Stuffed 
French Peas Mashed Potatoes 
Rolls and Butter 
Salad 
Ice Cream Fancy Cakes 
Salted Nuts 


and the portions were very generous. 


Decorations and favors followed a color 
scheme of brown and gold, with Thanksgiv- 
ing motif. The members of the committee 
did the decorating and made the favors, 
with the aid of a Dennison Party Book. 

A former member of the League, now 
pastor of a neighboring congregation, was 
asked to give an informal after dinner talk. 

The dinner was served promptly at seven 
o’clock by the women. Place cards with 
names were used, so there was no confusion 
in seating the group. Song sheets were 
provided, and someone asked to lead the 
singing, which was done between the 
courses of the dinner. When the tables 
were finally cleared, we listened to an in- 


Coffee 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


spiring talk, then some more music, of a 
more serious nature. Finally all stood to 
sing “Praise God From Whom All Blessings 
Flow,” which closed the festivities. 

Now I hope you are ready to say “Let’s 
try it in our League.” If you have any ques- 
tions, I will be glad to try to answer them. 
Address them to me c/o LUTHER LEAGUE 
REvIEW, and I will do my best to help you. 

CAROLENA FE. NOLDE. 
—y— 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

On September 21st, Carolena E. Nolde 
became Mrs.’ Earl Stoner. This is a real 
Luther League match. That guarantees 
happiness. Mr. Stoner is the Missionary 
Secretary and Mrs. Stoner the Recording 
Secretary of the Philadelphia District. We 
hope Mrs. Stoner will find time to continue 
her valued service to the Rrevirw family. 


19 


Charles 
Fuhr 
with a 
Junior 
at the 
Convention 


Mr. Fuhr 
isa 
new 

member 

of the 

Ex. Com. 


Senior 


Topics 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 
NOVEMBER 


1.—Acts 16:29-32.—The Jailer’s question 
“What shall I do to be saved?” The an- 
swer is, “Simply believe, nothing more.” 

2—I Peter 2:1-10.—Shows that all believers 
are priests in virtue of their faith able 
to approach God themselves, 

8.—Hebrews 4.—God’s promises must be appre- 
hended by faith and when they are we 
enter into peace and come to Him di- 


Nov. 


is, 


rectly. 

4,—J Peter 1:8-9; 18-25.—Our redemption is not 
with silver and gold but with the precious 
blood of Christ. Through Him the prom- 
ise of eternal life is given to all who 
receive it in faith. 

** —5.—Hebrews 10:19-25.—Christ is the one High 
Priest forever, hence no need of other 
priests today. We come to God by Him. 

«  6.—Matt. 26:51-54.—The Scripture shows that 
the Christian is not to draw sword even 
in defense of Him who is greater than 
all the Kings of the earth. How much 
less in any lesser cause! 

7.—Matt. 5:38-48.—Even when men overreach 
and do violence to him, the Christian re- 
members the violence he has done to 
God and how God has had mercy on 
him; then he does as God has done for 
him to the violent and unjust. There 
can be no war where such a spirit pre- 


vails. 

«  8.—Matt. 18:28-85.—Any man or nation re- 
membering its own sins and short-com- 
ings will be unable to exact its dues from 
another violently, but will have mercy 
and spare. 
Cor. 6:1-11.—Do not take offense. Do 
not seek justice for your wrongs. Do 
not call on earthly government to defend 
or establish your rights. Remember how 
often you have offended yourself and how 
you have been spared. 

“  10.—James 4:1-12.—All our strife comes from 
unbridled selfish desires. If our desires 
were according to God’s will, we would 
ask of Him and receive. But none of 
us may judge or condemn another for 
all are God’s. . 

“ 11.—I Peter 2:21-24.—Christ’s example of inno- 


eent, unprovoked patience shows us the 


way. 
Nov. 12.—Romans 12:19-21.—Here is the final word 


on the matter. Do your enemy good. 
What becomes of war then? 

13.—Jude 10-13.—The Scripture teaches that de- 
ceivers and deceived may be found in 
our very midst spoiling Christian life. 

14.—John 20:30-31.—Material for publication 
should be prepared with a purpose. The 
greatest purpose is to arouse faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

15.—John 21:24-25.—It is impossible to publish 
all that happens. Only what is true and 
helpful should be published. 

16.—Proverbs 1:1-6.—The Preface to Proverbs. 
It shows a high purpose in publication, 
which might well hang in every editorial 


room. 

17.—Revelation 1:1-3, 9-11, 19.—What we write 
should show the visions God has given 
us to see through His Spirit, that through 
us He may cause others to see them, too. 

18.—Revelation 22:6-21.—The Bible was written 
by those who know. Their words are 
faithful, trustworthy and true. It shows 
us God, His will and His purpose. All 
of it and no more is His revelation. 

19.—Luke 1:1-4. Writing should be done by 
those who have first hand knowledge and 
have carefully verified the facts, convic- 
tions, valuations and purposes of which 
they write. 

20.—Psalm 103:1-18.—The Scripture urges us 
not to forget God’s many blessings,— 
food, defense, happiness, mercy, rewards. 

21—Deuteronomy 8:11-20.—Especially warns 
against forgetting God, and_ especially 
urges keeping His Word which’ is the 
greatest blessing He has given and which 
we are apt to forget and neglect. 

22.—Psalm 104.—Reminds of God’s constant and 
blessed providence. We so often forget 
wat all our support and safety is from 

m. 

23.—Psalm 105.—God’s hand may be seen in 
history. We often forget that many of 
the blessings we enjoy are the fruit of 
His blessed leading and guiding in the 
years that are past, 

24.—Psalm 106.—His mercy 


is about us con- 
stantly. 


How often we offend and yet 
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- His mercy never fails. What a blessing 
that is and how often overlooked. 
Nov. 25.—Psalm 107.—Here is a summary of for- 
gotten blessings: in our lives He guides 
and brings safely home at last; in dan- 


ger. He defends often unknown to us 
delivering us from evil in _ storm. 
He keeps, causing even the storm 


clouds to pass over our heads without 
harm; He gives the fruits of the earth 
and supplies our every need. We take 
it as a matter of course, but it is of 
His blessing. 

“ 26.—Psalm 108.—Then His promise of final de- 
liverance. Tho’ enemies approach on 
every side, at the last He will save His 
people. Here is a blessing and a hope 
often forgotten but sure and true. 

“«  27,—Mark 1:385-45. 

“ 28.—John 3:14-16.—In the Kingdom of God, the 
King loves every member of His King- 


dom. 

“* 29.—Matt. 5 :3-10.—The inhabitants of the King- 
dom of God. 

“« 30.—Matt. 6:26-34.—In the Kingdom of God 
there is no lack of trust in the King. 


—— BN 
November 6, 1927 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


“THE CHRISTIAN’S ATTITUDE 
TOWARD WAR” 
Matthew 26:51-54 


To Leaders—If this subject does not produce dis- 
cussion your League is in a bad way. But discussion 
is not the only thing you want. When the meeting 
is over you should have established the clear-cut pur- 
pose to make war on war. Assign the following sub- 
jects at least a week in advance of your meeting. 
A. War is unchristian in spirit because it promotes (1) 
Force as opposed to Justice, (2) Selfishness as op- 
posed to Kindness, (8) Hate as opposed to Love, 
(4) Destruction as opposed to Construction, (5) 
Jealousy as opposed to Brotherhood, (6) Fraud as 
opposed to Honor. B. Can the International Mind be 
cultivated without the loss of Patriotism? C. How 
can war be abolished? (1) By a Federation of 
Nations? (2) By a Law against War with an Inter- 
national Court to Interpret and Enforce? (3) By 
Education? (4) By Evangelizing the World? D. 
What could our League do to help solve the War 
Problem? E. Debate: Resolved that all Christians 
should take the attitude of the Quakers toward war. 


Topic 
Dip JESUS APPROVE FORCE? 

Our scripture lesson gives the key to His 
whole attitude toward force. To save His 
life He would not justify force. He knew 
that force never really conquers. Love does. 
When you use force on a man you may com- 
pel his body to do certain things, you may 
even make him say things you want him 
to say, but his spirit is still his own. Jesus 
had power to compel the world to crown 
Him, but He would not use that power. 
Love conquers the spirit. Win a man’s love 
and he is yours as long as love lasts. 

Sherwood Eddy makes the following con- 
trast between the way of Christ and the 
way of war. (Read it and ask for discus- 
sion as to its fairness. If it should be 
amended, how?) 

“Jesus taught the fatherhood of a God of 
love; war enthrones a tribal god of exclu- 
sive nationalism. Jesus taught brother- 
hood; war is the uttermost denial of 
brotherhood in its mass murder and de- 
struction. The heart of Jesus’ philosophy 
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of life is self-sacrifice; the inevitable nature 
of war is the destruction and sacrifice of 
others. Jesus taught the overcoming of evil 
with good, without the retaliation of ven- 
geance or hatred or vindictive reprisal. In 
a word, Christ teaches the way of the cross; 
war is the way of the sword. He comes that 
men may have life; war is organized for 
death. He launches in the world his great 
offensive of love, of positive goodwill; war 
is the reprisal of vindictive destruction. 
Christ seeks a kingdom of heaven; war is 
a method of hell.” 


THE FRUITS OF WAR 


What possible good results of war can 
compare with this list of the fruits: Hate, 
murder, vengeance, falsehood, sexual pas- 
sion, atrocity, defense of known evil, hard- 
ening of conscience, breakdown of moral 
standards, disease, famine, despair, poverty, 
revolution, lawlessness, violence, crime? 
(Ask for the good results of war and use 
a blackboard to write them down as they 
are given. See how they compare.) 


Facts To FACE 


A former premier of Italy said after the 
Great War: “The loss in human life and 
property, great as they are, are small evils 
compared with the undermining of morals 
and lowering of standards of culture and 
civilization.” This is a strong statement 
when we consider that it would take $20,000 
per hour from the birth of Christ to the 
present day to pay the bill of the world 
for the Great War. America burned up 
$9,000,000 per hour in ammunition during 
the war, every five hours enough to endow 
a great university like Columbia, and every 
day the stupendous sum of $215,000,000. 

As to lives lost, The Swedish Society for 
the Study of the Social Consequences of 
the War estimates 40,000,000 dead, 20,000,- 
000 wounded, 9,000,000 orphaned, 5,000,000 
widowed and 10,000,000 driven out of their 
home lands forever. 

Modern methods of war involve whole 
populations. Even neutral nations are 
drawn into the conflict. Poisons, starvation, 
disease, are all considered in the strategy 
of today. Unless war is abolished it is not 
wild prophecy to foretell a war that will 
wipe humanity off the face of the earth. 


WHAT WouLp JESUS Do? 


Who can answer? Any one who knows 
His gospel story. To contrast the gentle, 
kindly, merciful Master with modern war 
is to be assured that if He were in the 
flesh, He would be found on the battlefield 
to save life not to destroy it, to love His 
enemies to Heaven, not to hate them into 
hell. He is the Prince of Peace. Let us 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


dedicate ourselves to the high task of win- 
ning the world to His standard. Let us 
preach a peace for men’s souls that will 
create peace in their social relationships. 
Peace within the heart will mean peace 
without. 
—- 
November 138, 1927 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


THE GOOD AND BAD IN NEWS- 


PAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
Jude 10-13 

To Leaders—You can not ask a more practical 
subject. One of the greatest problems of this age is 
the vast amount of cheap bad reading. Assign these 
questions at least one week in advance. 1. Bad Maga- 
zines are worse than bad friends. 2 Is the Modern 
Sunday Paper worth reading? 38. What are the argu- 
ments for and against the tabloid, illustrated news- 
paper? 4. How much do newspapers influence public 
opinion? 5. Why are newspapers and magazines 
cheap in price? Does this influence editorial policy? 
6. What papers and magazines read in your town 
would find approval, judged by the principles of 
Jesus? A survey—have a committee list the names 
of magazines sold on the news-stands of your com- 
munity, write the names on a blackboard and have 
the League decide by vote which are worth reading. 
Give time for argument over the merits of a maga- 
zine where there is any question. Another good 
demonstration would be to make a list of the five 
monthlies, five weeklies and one daily newspaper the 
League would choose if they could have no others. 
Debate: Resolved that the Lutheran Church should 
provide a list of approved newspapers and magazines 
for the guidance of her members. 

TOPIC 
COMMERCIALIZATION 

Our Scripture Lesson refers to Balaam 
who was willing to curse his own people for 
reward. Judas sold his Master for money 
and there are men aplenty in these days 
of grace who are of the same tribe. Some 
of them are in the publishing business. 
They feature filthy stories, they picture the 
lurid details of murder trials, they hunt 
avidly for scandals in high places, simply 
because that kind of stuff sells. There is 
no sense of duty to) man or God. If per- 
verted public taste wants that kind of 
thing, they propose to provide it, at a price. 
This same greed has nearly ruined modern 
sports, the modern theater, modern demo- 
cratic government and a great many other 
modern institutions. Sometimes it even 
gets into Church life. Dr. J. F. Ohl tells 
of a writer of very trashy Sunday School 
music who had the talent and ability to 
compose worth-while hymns. He asked him 
one day why he put out such stuff when he 
could help raise the standard of musical 
appreciation. His answer was that the 
people would buy the trash so he might as 
well take their money as someone else. This 
is the spirit of far too many of our modern 
publishers. We can thank God that there 
are still some who see their publications as 


real opportunities for service. 


ONE QUESTION TO ASK } 
In choosing reading friends, just as in 


rai 


choosing other friends, we ought to use dis- 
cretion. They help to form our characters. 
Indeed there is less excuse for associating 
with bad literature than with bad people. 
You may help to raise the standards of your 
friends, if you have the courage, but your 
magazine friends only influence you. You 
should ask one simple question before choos- 
ing your literature, WOULD JESUS AP- 
PROVE? 
A MoperRN MENACE 

Some of the charges that can be made 
against a large part of our magazines and 
newspapers need only to be stated to he 
admitted. They feature crime, making it 
attractive. They play upon sexual passions. 
They give unreal pictures of love and life, 
They offer heroes and heroines whose vices 
are glossed over until they seem virtues. 
Their too profuse illustrations and senti- 
mental mush discourage the habit of clear 
thinking. They idealize drinking and di- 
vorce. They are time wasters, taking the 
place of literature that would broaden 
vision and implant worth-while ideas. They 
laugh at religion. They criticize the Church. 
They hide behind beautiful illustrations and 
lurid colored inks more lapses in English 
than the average high school teacher meets 
in the freshman English papers. They are 
“outter literature.” 


WHAT TO Do? 

It would be well worth while to study the 
newspapers and magazines being read in 
our homes, then frankly to decide whether 
they should be on our library tables. One 
particularly objectionable type of so-called 
health magazines was run out of town by 
the crusade of a young folks’ organization. 
Perhaps we can agree tonight on some 
magazines and newspapers that we will 
pledge ourselves not to read and can influ- 
ence our friends not to buy. Perhaps we 
can also decide on some newspapers and 
magazines that we will read and recommend 
to our friends. As Christians we should 
live by the standards of Jesus. It is just 
as important that we READ BY HIS 
STANDARDS. 

— 
November 20, 1927 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


BLESSINGS WE OFTEN FORGET 


A THANKSGIVING MEETING 
Psalm 103:1-18 


To Leaders—Your young folks will probably come’ 
to this meeting expecting to hear “the same old 
stuff’ they have heard on Thanksgivings for many 
a year. Can you wake them up to a sincere appre- 
ciation of God’s goodness? This meeting is your 
opportunity. Assign the following subjects for short 
talks: 1. What the 103rd Psalm teaches about thanks- 
giving. 2. Why I am thankful for my country. 3. ., 
Why I am thankful for my Church. 4. Why I am 
thankful for Luther League. 5. Why I am thankful 
for the Bible. 6. Why I am thankful for health. 
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Debate: Resolved that Thanksgiving Day as it will 
be celebrated in 1927 will do more harm than good. 


TOPIC 


ONE Day 


Dr. Maltbie Babcock suggests that in- 
stead of having one day for Thanksgiving 
it would be better to set apart one day for 
complaining, leaving all the rest of the days 
for Thanksgiving. That is a good idea. 
One day of thanks is not enough. Thanks- 
giving is a necessity for a truly successful 
life. If we cultivate the daily habit of 
thankfulness we have learned one rule for 
winning the game of life. Some one has 
written: 

“Some men dig while others dream, some 
men boost while others knock; 

Some men think the days are long, other 
men forget the clock; 

Some men hope while other men go com- 
plaining day by day; 

Have you ever met a man who has made 
complaining pay?” 

A CLiImax Day 


Nevertheless it is good to have a special 
day for Thanksgiving, not that we give 
thanks less daily, but that we take special 
time to think of the blessings we ordinarily 
forget. Our whole year should build up to 
this great day of thanksgiving. 

REMEMBER HIM 


Material blessings crowd into our lives 
so that spiritual blessings must take to 
the dark corners. Great days were those 
in our lives when He seemed most near, 
great days when we were sure we were 
meeting Him in the way we were going. 
Perhaps we were in trouble and He shared 
the weight of woe. Perhaps it was some 
occasion of joy, when we were happy in the 
assurance of His presence. Those are 
memorable days and Thanksgiving should 
recall them to mind. What a wave of thank- 
fulness should go from Christian hearts 
this year as confirmation days are remem- 
' bered. An Eastern fable tells of Zacchaeus, 
when he was an old man. Every morning 
he would leave his home carrying a bottle 
of water. He would come back an hour 
later ready to begin with zest the day’s 
work. One morning his wife followed him 
to see what he was doing. She found him 
by the foot of a tree, digging up the soil 
and watering the roots. It was the tree 
where he had climbed to see Jesus. From 
it he had first heard his Master’s voice 
calling him. No wonder each day was full 
of joy, begun in the memory of his first 
meeting with Jesus. Whatever else we may 
remember thankfully on Thanksgiving Day, 
let us remember our first meeting with 
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Jesus. (Have a few minutes of silent 
prayer asking each one to recall special 
days that brought Jesus close and to lift 
a silent prayer of thanks.) 


REMEMBER CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION 


There is much wrong with modern life 
and it is easy to find opportunities for criti-- 
cising our “so-called” Christian civilization. 
Any one who reads history knows that life 
is better today than ever before and better 
in lands where Christ is known than in non- 
Christian countries. In a vague way we 
think of the provisions the merciful world 
is making for the relief of the needy. We 
also recal] the place our religion had in of- 
fering education to poor as well as rich and 
in founding governments where “a man is a 
man.” We are not surprised that after 
three years in the African jungle seeking 
Livingston, when Stanley came out into 
a clearing and saw a mission house with 
the cross gleaming over it, he could shout 
“O blessed sign of Christian civilization.” 
Let us bow our heads and reverently think 
of all the blessings we enjoy because of the 
influence of Christianity upon the age in 
which we live. (After a short period of 
silence, ask some one to lead in a prayer 
of thanks for our Christian civilization.) 


MrEmory PRACTICE 


(Have a blackboard ready and list the 
blessings for which we should be thankful 
as they are suggested by the Leaguers. 
These blessings must be of the kind that we 
usually forget. They should also be bless- 
ings in which all share rather than indi- 
vidual blessings.) 


THE SPIRITUAL IS BEST 


We will all agree that the little thanks 
we give to God is largely given over to our 
material blessings. He is the source of 
these and if we can in child-like humility 
thank God as a kindly Father who pro- 
vides for our daily wants we have learned 
a primary lesson in living. But to remem- 
ber how “God so loved the world that he sent 
His only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him might have everlasting life’ 
is a higher form of appreciation. Through 
Christ we have forgiveness of sins and 
life eternal. Beside such gifts the glory of 
all material blessings fades. A sick man 
had time now to consider his blessings. The 
great preacher Alexander Maclaren was 
calling on him and reminding him of God’s 
great love for him. His face beamed with 
joy and turning to Maclaren he said, “If 
I was well I would shout God’s praise from 
the house-tops.” “Perhaps,” answered the 
great dominie, “but isn’t it a shame you 
did not shout while you had the power? We 
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should not let the empty cup be the first 
teacher of the blessings possessed when it 
‘was full.” 
—y— 
ALL THE Days 

“Lo, I am with you all the days and all day long.” 
Matthew 28:20. 
Cause me, O gracious Lord, to know 

That when I need Thee Thou art near; 
And then Thy loving presence show, 

That perfect love may cast out fear. 


Thou know’st .how oft my wandering soul 
Forgets Thou hast a wounded side, 

And hands out-stretched to make me whole 
If there I shelter and abide. 


Saviour, I need the constant sight 
Of all that Thou hast borne for me; 
But let Thy resurrection’s light 
Shine on Thy cross and agony. 


So shall that light illume the skies 
When dark clouds hide Thy face from me; 
But when through them to Thee I rise, 
Then all Thy love seems known to me. 


Then “all the days and all day long” 
Thy presence shall be still my joy, 
And, learning the archangels’ song, 
Praise shall eternity employ. 
—T. F.. H.,, Record of Christian Work. 
—r— 
November 27, 1927 
IF YOU WERE A HOME MISSIONARY 
WHERE WOULD YOU WORK? 


Mark 1:35-45 


(To Leaders—In answer to the question, ‘Where 
would you want to work if you were a home mis- 
sionary ?”’ the leader may ask the members to write 
their answers, the answers to be read or summarized 
and put on the blackboard for consideration before 
the program given below! is rendered.) 


Leader—We are much inclined to spend 
our time thinking what we would do—if—if 
we were millionaires, or if we had talent, 
or if we had the opportunities of other peo- 
ple. 
Our problem today is an “IF” problem. 
If you were a home missionary where would 
you want to work? The problem is an in- 
teresting one. The home mission field is 
an extensive one and the work to be done is 
so pressing that it may be difficult to de- 
cide just where you would want to work if 
you were a home missionary. Let us con- 
sider some of the fields and some of the 
forms of work. No.1. There is a verse in 
Leviticus which makes us feel the appeal 
that comes from the immigrants in our 
country. “And the stranger that dwelleth 
with you shall be as one born among you, 
and thou shalt love him as thyself.” In our 
coal mines, in our mills and canneries, in 

most of our large industries there are large 
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groups of immigrants—“Strangers who 
dwelleth with us.” Many of them are home- 
sick and lonely and have not been treated as 
“one born among us.” The report of the 
former president of the Immigrant Mission 
Board says: “The nation has a duty toward 
the many thousands of people who have 
come to our shores as sojourners among us, 
and the Church has a greater duty to pro- 
vide the Gospel for these thousands. To do 
this it is necessary for us to preach the 
Gospel in many languages. The Board has 
been providing the Word in the Slovak, the 
Hungarian, the Lettish, the Windish, the 
Finnish, the Assyrian, and the Italian 
tongue. During the biennium an urgent call 
and plea came for us to look after the 
Esthonian Lutherans in America. This field 
includes millions of Lutherans who are in 
America without a spiritual shepherd and 
other millions not evangelized who are need- 
ing the preacher of love and the practice of 
the Gospel in dealing with them.” 

“These millions are scattered over the en- 
tire United States and Canada. Whilst in 
our cities are found large colonies of these 
groups, in other sections they are found in 
smaller numbers and frequently in such 
small numbers that they can be served only 
in houses with an occasional service. Thou- 
sands of them are lost to us because we have 
not ‘loved them as our own,’ but have left 
them without a shepherd and others have 
reaped where our fathers across the sea 
have sown.” 


Leader—“The mission obligation to 
gather into churches and render spiritual 
ministration to the immigrants is urgent. 
It must be said to the honor of these people 
that they have a keen sense of their needs 
and a noble desire to establish the Church 
of their fathers in the land of their adoption 
for themselves and their children.” This 
appeal is an urgent one; but there are other 
appeals for home mission work. 

No. 2. Our Jewish Mission Work pre- 
sents a strong claim to those who would give 
themselves to home mission work. In the 
11th chapter of Romans we find, ‘““Hath God 
then cast away his people? God forbid 
: . Blindness in part is happened unto 
Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Israel shall be saved.” 
At Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Toledo we have Jewish mission stations. 
But these are not enough. In many of our 
churches the eighteenth Sunday after Trin- 
ity was observed as “Jewish Mission Sun- 
day.” The work among the Jews is not an 
easy work; but can there be a stronger ap- 
peal than the appeal to preach Christ to 
God’s chosen people? 
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Leader—This is a call that we have been 
slow in heeding. It is an urgent call; but 
there are still other home mission calls. 

No. 3. Jesus said, ‘Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” Literally speaking, the im- 
poverished castaways of our slums “labor 
and are heavy laden.” These unfortunates 
need our help. Whether they be Italian, 
Jew, or American, their call comes to us. 
Workers for the social organziations, the 
Board of Charities and the like are often 
the only people from the outside who have 
a chance to enter these homes and come in 
contact with the deplorable conditions. 
These people who “labor and are heavy lad- 
en” need the Truth and “the Truth shall 
make them free.” 

No. 4. I am of the opinion that work 
among the mountain people and in the out- 
lying districts is among the most important 
of our home mission work. Living in con- 
ditions of mental, moral and physical need, 
these ignorant neighbors, many of them 
knowing neither how to read nor write, need 
education to Christianity and letters in a 
most appalling way. Large families, liv- 
ing in one-room houses, with light and sun- 
shine shut out, need home mission workers. 
In the mountain schools boys and girls, mea 
and women up to the age of three score and 
ten come to learn the fundamentals of edu- 
cation. The women help the men in the 
fields and are old at thirty. In our mission 
schools in the mountains the children are 
taught, in addition to the usual school sub- 
jects, how to cook and sew and be clean. We 
have so many of these people and so few 
workers among them. We need more moun- 
tain schools and we need more home mission 
workers. 

Leader—Is there anything that can be 
done along this line unless a home mission 
worker is employed in one of our mission 
schools or as a parish worker? 

No. 4. Yes. A young woman who wants: 
to do home mission work and has no posi- 
tion offered to her in one of our few moun- 
tain schools has the opportunity to do splen- 
did service through the public schools. A 
position in a public school in one of these 
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districts may be secured. As a _ school 
teacher she will have abundant opportunity 
to be a home mission worker. In addition 
to what she can do through the school room, 
she will have the opportunity to visit the 
homes in the community. 

Leader—This last call is a strong on2 
and the suggestion for service through the 
public school has great possibilities in it. 
Are there other places where a home mis- 
sionary may work? 

No. 5. The work among the North Ameri- 
can Indians presents a strong appeal. We 
hear little of this work, but we know some- 
thing of the work of the teachers in the 
Indian Reservations. To the Indian youth 
who are brought up from youth with the be- 
lief that there is a God of the harvest and 
one of famine, and another of pestilence. 
the teacher in the school has a rare chance 
to show through geography and science, as 
well as through the Bible, that there is one 
God of the universe. Many of these Indians 
are poor and live in unheard of squalor. 
They are in dire distress and need our every 
effort of assistance. Some of them have 
suddenly become rich from oil properties. 
No less than the poorer Indians, those who 
are wealthy need to know of the one God. 
They are overcome with prosperity. 

Leader—The Indians have a claim which 
no other people in our country have. Is 
there still another field for home mission 
work? 

No. 6. The work of our home mission 
pastors has not been mentioned. This has 
been the one kind of work that has more 
often been designated as home mission work 
than any other work. The story of our large 
Western districts without churches of any 
denomination and especially without Lu- 
theran churches presents a strong appeal. 
In many of our large cities in all districts 
there are no Lutheran churches. The United 
Lutheran Church of today is largely the re- 
sult of home missions of yesterday. 

Leader—Are there other types of home 
mission work to be mentioned? 

(Give the members the opportunity to answer.) 

Leader—We have heard the calls. We 
must answer them in some way. 


Intermediate Topics 


November 6, 1927 
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE TO 
PRESERVE WORLD PEACE? 
Ps. 84:12-16; Matt. 5:9 
Our subject, as you have doubtless de- 


cided, is a pretty big one for ’teen agers, 
who in themselves seemingly have little to — 
do in the maintenance of world-peace. Still 
nations do on a big scale what we do in a 
more mild form. For instance we assign 
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Paul, Minn. Edith Nissen, 


Officers, St. Mark’s, St. 
Treas., Charlotte Lawson, Sec., Carl Hanson, V.-P., 
Chas. Shanon, Pres. 


the causes of war to jealousy, misunder- 
standing, bigotry, greed, hate, etc. How 
often are we blamable for the same sins, 
and how often do individuals and families 
clash as a result of them? Society and na- 
tions, therefore, keep peace or break it in 
proportion to the mind and spirit in the in- 
dividuals composing same. Our responsi- 
bility, then, as young people is to concern 
ourselves about keeping peace right around 
us. 

To preserve World peace we should realize 

(1) That a Brotherhood of man is im- 
possible without the Fatherhood of God. 
So long as individuals and nations leave 
God out of the picture peace is insecure. 
World peace is an ideal. Once Christ be- 
comes the accepted Saviour of all nations 
the ideal of peace will dominate. Christ 
alone will dissipate the diseases of the mind 
and heart that otherwise make for the undo- 
ing of peace. So the biggest factor we 
Christians have at our power is to preach 
Christ to all nations. The church is making 
a bigger contribution to World peace by 
preaching Christ than the world is ready to 
admit. 

(2) That preaching Christ applies as 
forcibly in our dealings and contacts with 
the peoples of other nationalities and color 
with whom we come in daily contact. Repre- 
sentatives of the world live all about us. 
What attitude are we taking toward them? 
Are we nursing old time grudges that fo- 
ment bigotry, suspicion, etc., or are we 
dominated by a sense of  brotherliness 
through Godliness? 

(8) That we should give expression to 
peaceable conduct in all our relations with 
others. In discussing permanent World 
peace we sometimes forget that war be- 
tween nations is only an exaggerated form 
of hatred and enmity for others. Children 
quarrel at play, neighbors will sever a long 
standing friendship over some trivial ques- 
tion, and nation will take arms against na- 
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tion. These are examples of the same emo- 
tional disturbances. They differ only in 
the degree of intensity. 

(4) That peace is a condition of respect 
for others. Jesus came to love men from 
old customs into better conditions, and he 
chose to do it by means of love. To do that 
He had to upset old ideas of an-eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth by saying that 
we should love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Wish peace to all men and you will at once 
substitute wrong methods and wrong: ap- 
proaches for those that assure peace. 

The youth of the world must take the 
lead in this peace movement. Many adults 
are converted to the idea that wars cannot 
possibly be prevented. A London newspaper 
recently stated ‘““No man believes in his heart 
of hearts that war has disappeared for- 
ever.” Marshal Foch has said, “The next 
war will come within a period of fifteen 
years.” Such propaganda will play a large 
part in bringing about war, for the world 
usually gets what it wants; but a counter 
movement by our youth the world over will 
do much to lessen, if not prevent, future 
wars. 

Is War Justifiable? 

Is it always easy to be at peace with 
others? 

Can love be practiced between nations as 
it is between individuals? 

Is there any ground outside of Christian- 
ity on which World peace can be based? 

—y— 

November 13, 1927 
AVOIDING DANGEROUS HABITS 
1 Thess. 4:7; 5:22 

The way to avoid dangerous or bad habits 
is to form good habits, for it is just as easy 
to form good habits as bad ones. It ought 
to be easier, because, when we form good 
habits, we have God on our side, and when 
we form bad ones, we are going against 
God. Jer. 26:13. 

The forming of habits begins early in life, 
and almost every thing we do is the result 
of habit. 


Our Intermediates at St. Luke’s, St. Paul, Minn. 
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Walking is a habit, and we all know how 
slowly it is formed. If we have watched the 
toddling and tottering steps of the baby for 
weeks and months, until it had learned to 
walk with ease and grace, we have had a 
picture of the forming of a habit. 

If we do good things again and again, 
they become easier every time, and at last 
they become habits, and we do them with 
great ease and oft-times without knowing it. 
After these habits become more fixed in us 
we will find that it will be easier for us to 
do right than to do wrong, to be good than 
to be bad. 

The habits you boys and girls form now, 
at home, in school and in Sunday school, in 
the Luther League, in your study and in 
your play, will stick to you as you grow up 
and will help to make you the kind of men 
and women you are going to be. 

Be careful, therefore, what kind of habits 
you form. It will be easier for you to form 
good ones and to get rid of bad ones now 
than when you are older. Deut. 30:17-18. 
_ Even animals form habits. There is a 

story of an old horse that had been used in 
a brick yard to raise clay out of the earth. 
He was hitched to a long pole, and had to 
go round and round in a circle all day long. 
After doing this work for many years he 
became old and blind and too stiff to be of 
any more use. He was turned into a pas- 
ture and left to crop the grass with no one 
to disturb or trouble him. But the funny 
thing about the old horse was that every 
morning, after he had eaten grass awhile, 
he would start on a tramp, going round and 
round in a circle, just as he had been used 
to do for so many years. Form the habit 
of going to Sunday School, Luther League 
and Church regularly, as Jesus did, and then 
like the old horse in the story, you will never 
get away from it. 

If you do not form bad habits you do not 
. need to get rid of them. If you form good 
habits, they will go with you all through 
lifes s:Ps'"57:7. 

Habits are like cords, Prov. 5:22. Cords 
are used to bind things with; to tie some- 
thing fast, like a horse or a boat, and they 
are used to make nets with that catch and 
hold fishes. 


Now what are some of these cords or 
habits that bind boys and girls and are so 


dangerous to them and therefore need to be 


avoided. They are such as dishonesty, 
falsehood, meanness, disobedience, laziness. 
Of course laziness may not be though+ to be 
asin. It is, however, and one of the worst. 
This is because it leads up to so many sins. 
Busy hands seldom get into mischief or 
trouble. “Keep Busy and You Will Never 
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Get into Trouble.” That is; wnat we need 
to remember and obey. If boys and girls 
keep busy doing something useful they will 
keep sweet and moreover, they will never 
get tangled in the cords of bad habits. The 
sure way to avoid dangerous habits is to 
keep busy doing something good and worth- 
while. 

Our New Testament tells us that, “Jesus 
was always going about doing good.” As 
we come to Luther League Sunday after 
Sunday and learn about Jesus, and how He 
wants us to live, let us be His messengers 
and tell other boys and girls how He wants 
them to live. This is the best way to keep 
busy and to cultivate the habit of going 
about, doing good, and dangerous habits 
will be easily avoided. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1—Name some good habits. 

2—Name habits that are dangerous and 
therefore to be avoided. 

3—What kind of habits did Jesus form? 
Name them. 

4—What kind of habits did Judas form? 
Name them. 

5—Think of Martin Luther, George Wash- 
ington and Abraham Lincoln and tell what 
you know about their habits. 

—»S 
November 20, 1927 
“THE BEST WAYS TO BE 
THANKFUL 
Mark 12:29-34 G 

We take it for granted that to be thank- 
ful is a normal human attitude. No right- 
minded person can be constantly receiving 
gifts and favors without showing at least 
some gratitude for them—although it is true 
that emotion is oft-times rather faint. But 
a Christian certainly may be expected to 
recognize God as the great Source of all his 
blessings, and to realize that some recogni- 
tion of this fact is rightly due from him. 

Thankfulness is not a mere matter of 
words or of formal attitude. To be real it 
must be a part of our lives. Thus it will be 
reflected in conduct and will be emphasized 
and developed in action. Gratitude is not a 
sleeping virtue. Unless it is living, busy, 
active, it is dead. 

There are probably wrong ways to be 
thankful—rather, ways of showing our 
gratitude in life and conduct which’ fall 
short of what is best and most effective. 
Such a way, for instance, is to make the 
matter of thanksgiving a mere cataloguing 
of blessings received. A familiar hymn ex- 
horts us to “count our many blessings,” to 
“name them one by one.” This is a pious 
exercise but it is very far from being the 
best way in which to express our thankful- 
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ness for the goodness of God. It seems to 
emphasize the quantity and extent, rather 
than the quality of divine mercy and to 
imply that if one thinks he doesn’t have so 
very many things for which to be grateful, 
he need be only a little bit thankful. While 
it is true that even the most unfortunate of 
mortals has more blessings than at first 
he may think, no one’s thankfulness should 
be dependent on the much or the little he 
calls his own. (Eph. 5:20.) 

In this matter, as well as in everything 
else that has to do with the moral life our 
Lord Jesus Christ points the way to the 
best. Let us examine His suggestion as to 
the best ways to be thankful. 


“THE BEST WAYS TO BE THANKFUL” 


I. We are reminded that love to God is 
the first requirement from men who ac- 
knowledge God, and want to serve Him. 
Jesus was not saying anything new here, 
but simply quoting and approving what a 
pious Jew would already know. (Deut. 
6:4-9.) Love is never forced, so far as God 
is concerned, but when it is full and free, 
gratitude is found as a large part of it. We 
love Him because He first loved us and our 
love is awakened by the realization of all 
that He has done for us. 

II. Love for God implies love for others. 
We cannot escape the vital connection be- 
tween these two. No man can say he loves 
God if he does not love his neighbor also. 
Anything else is hypocritical pretense. 

Ill. If we truly love God and men we want 
to express that love in some way. Our grati- 
tude to God will seek expression and will 
find it in what we can do for others. What 
an inspiring thought it is that we can thus 
translate thankfulness into helpfulness—our 
love for God into service for others. 

— 
November 27, 1927 
DOING OUR BIT FOR A WORTHY 
CAUSE 
Lk. 10:1-20; Acts 6:1-7; 1 John 3:14-24; Mal. 3:7-12 


__ (This topie is presented in place of the monthly 
missionary topic, in order to acquaint ourselves with 
the great campaign in which our united church is 
engaged in the raising of an endowment for Min- 
isterial Pensions and Relief.) 


The raising of $4,000,000 for Ministerial 
Pension and Relief denotes a big task, re- 
quiring a maximum of intelligence, loyalty 
and consecration on the part of every indi- 
vidual and organization in the church to 
make a success of it. Let us then study 
this topic with a view of getting knowledge 


f and of lending our help. 


The United Lutheran Church in conven- 


tion at Richmond last fall authorized it, and 


the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Re- 


4 lief is responsible for raising it. The Rev. 
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Edgar Grim Miller, D.D., the Board’s be- 
loved and capable Executive Secretary, 
whose death occurred this past summer, was 
the moving spirit in the conception of the 
campaign, and had personally laid all the 
plans for it. While the church authorized 
it, and the Board of Ministerial Pension and 
Relief is raising it, we are giving it. 

It is nothing more nor less than doing our 
duty by our ministers, most of whom have 
served the church at a financial sacrifice. 
Since the church calls and ordains its min- 
isters to preach and teach, rightly expecting 
them to give full time service, it becomes the 
duty of the church to provide for their 
earthly needs at a time when their services 
no longer produce monetary returns. 


WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM IT? 


Only the interest of the $4,000,000 is to 
be used, (1) to pension aged ministers; 
widows of ministers and their dependent 
children. The amount of pension is $300 
annually to retired ministers. Widows re- 
ceive $200 annually. An allowance of $50 
yearly is made for each child under 16; (2) 
to provide relief to aged ministers and 
widows in special emergency cases. 


Wuat It MEANS 


To the church it means an honest show at 
doing what is honorable and right toward 
its aged ministers. 

To the ministers (most of them at least) 
it means relief from worry and care, not 
only after their earning power ceases, but 
through their active ministry. The Pension 
system becomes a lighthouse in aiding them 
to safely sail the stormy and dark seas of 
after years. 

To the young men who are called into 
the ministry it means that the church in- 
tends to follow up its call with sure prom- 
ise of freedom from anxiety in latter years. 

It means that the parsonage widow and 
her children are to be cared for. 


How CAN WE HELP? 


This year at our national Luther League 
convention it was decided to accept a small 
biennial objective in order to encourage 
every League to get behind the campaign to 
help raise this $4,000,000. We can help as 
follows: 


1—Pray for its success. 

2—-Save and give our bit. 

8—Endorse the campaign by a vote and 
post the results in the church. 

4—Tell our parents we are for it and in- 
tend to do our bit. 

(To Leaders: Your pastor has doubtless 
received considerable printed literature on 
this subject. Procure copies from him for 
additional information. 


Junior Department 


The accounts of the luncheon and exhibit 
are left over from the convention story. 


Junior Luncheon 


was held. Mr. Charles Fuhr acted as toastmaster, and 
while we enjoyed the excellent repast prepared by 
the good ladies of St. John’s, we also enjoyed a 
short program of greetings from various Junior 
workers, interspersed by songs and yells from the 
different delegations. Pennsylvania and New York 
seemed equally anxious to claim all the national 
officers and celebrities as their own special property, 
until even ‘“‘Uncle Amos’ did not know where he 
belonged ! 

The program opened with the Junior Rally Hymn 
and greetings were brought from the local Junior 
League by Rachel Heilig, one of the Juniors, and 
Miss Mildred Brown, their superintendent. 

Mrs. Wolf, wife of our Intermediate Secretary, 
was next presented to the delegates. 

Miss Edith Fick, of Texas, and Miss Mary Moss, 
of Florida, brought greetings from our newest 
State Leagues. 

The Rev. D. E. Fritts spoke for New Jersey, em- 
phasizing the great opportunity in the Junior De- 
partment. 

Mr. Herbert Fischer spoke for Omaha—no, for 
Nebraska—and promised a lively number of Juniors 
when we meet there. 

Miss Edith Menkel in behalf of the Maryland Synod 
promised cooperation of that body in the Junior 
Department. 

Miss Marguerite Arnholdt spoke for the Greens- 
burg District which grew from three to eight Junior 
Leagues in several months. 

Mr. M. Haller Frey was Pennsylvania’s repre- 
sentative and threw out a challenge to New York 
to step up to Pennsylvania in this department. 

The Rev. Fred Reissig, President of New York 
State League, accepted this challenge, promising re- 
sults, and introducing their new Junior Secretary, 
Miss Mary MacDonald, as the one to do the work. 

Time prevented us from hearing from some of 
the other Leagues represented. 

The Revs. Wolf and Traver spoke on behalf of 
the Luther League of America, and the Junior 
Secretary in closing presented the prize winner in 
the National Poster Contest—Rachel Heilig, of St. 


John’s, Salisbury, who exhibited her poster. The 
awards in the Reading Course Contest were also 
made, seventeen Junior Leagues receiving pictures 


for work done. 
“The Luncheon closed with “Junior League’? sung 
to the tune of “Taps.” 

The favors at this Luncheon were quite unique. 
Each one received a Junior leaflet and an invitation 
to a Junior meeting, made by the Juniors of Re- 
deemer, Monaca, Pa. From the Italian Junior 
League in Philadelphia came yellow paper daffodils. 
From Grace, Reading, Pa., came candle holders. 
From Porto Rico came cards with the Luther League 
emblem and beads grown there and strung by the 
Juniors. And from the Virgin Islands came cards 
with sea shells from those islands and the Luther 
League emblem. A box of pine needles which the 
Nova Scotia Juniors sent arrived too late for the 
Luncheon, but will be used in another way. 


The Junior Exhibit 


No report of the Junior Department’s program 
would be complete without mention of the Junior 
Exhibit. 

One large room of the church was filled with ma- 
terial gathered from Junior Leagues throughout the 
Luther League of America. There were hundreds 
of posters, note books, invitations to the meetings, 
handwork of all kinds, reed baskets, quilts, cushions, 
scrap books, maps, pictures of the Juniors them- 
selves, programs of meetings—the material cannot 
be fully enumerated. 

The delegates spent much time between sessions 
with their note books and pencils working, copying 
and taking down ideas—and this carried back to the 


Leagues at home will do much for more and better 
eagues. 

Among the displays deserving of special mention 
are (1) the Ohio exhibit showing groups of their 
Juniors and some fine notebooks, (2) the York Dis- 
trict, which sent over 50 splendid large posters ad- 
vertising their monthly District Junior meetings, 
(3) the Junior Training School of the Pittsburgh 
District which sent the minutes of all their meetings, a 
complete set of their programs, a full set of all our 
literature finely mounted, a set of posters on the Read- 
ing Course, an outline of ‘‘Martin of Mansfeld’’—all 
work done in their class, (4) posters from St. Petri’s 
and Zion Olney, Philadelphia, Pa., (5) 25 posters, a 
large quilt and toys from Grace, Reading, Pa., and 
(6) the displays from the Virgin Islands and Porto 
Rico. These attracted much attention. There were 
pictures of the Junior Leaguers in these islands, 
beads they had strung, reed baskets and hats, doll 
dresses, embroidered handkerchiefs and napkins, a 
beautiful set of sewing cards from the Virgin 
Islands, and posters. 

To those in the work new inspiration and help 
was secured from the whole presentation of Junior 
work; to those who did not before know the possi- 
bilities a vision of great things which can be done 
for the Luther League was carried away to be ex- 
pressed in new activity, new service through the 
Junior Department. 
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“OF THE JUNIORS—BY THE 
JUNIORS—FOR THE JUNIORS” 
DEAR JUNIOR SUPERINTENDENTS :— 


Since June 1 the Junior Secretary has 
been in the office about three or four days, 
so writing and correspondence have become 
rather hectic. 

June was spent in Texas and Florida, 
where we hope some beginnings were made 
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for Junior Leagues in the near future. 
Next came Salisbury. Of this we have al- 
ready written. If you have not already 
done so use the August and September 
REVIEWS and tell to the Juniors just what 
was done at our National Convention. 

The convention of the Ridgway Confer- 
ence District League was next visited. We 
were literally up on the “mountain tops” 
for this convention, traveling up to St. 
Petersburg in Western Pennsylvania for 
this convention. An earnest group of work- 
ers assembled here and we were happy to 
tell them of League work, especially the 
Junior Department. 

A stop in Pittsburgh permitted us to 
visit and talk to the “Junior Training Class 
of the Pittsburgh District.” This is a group 
of selected Juniors from the various Junior 
Leagues in Pittsburgh who have been meet- 
ing once a week during the past year and 
been instructed in the principles of Junior 
League work. This group of Juniors knows 
more about the Junior League than some of 
_ the superintendents! So interested were 
_ they that they decided to continue their 
meetings during the summer. We hope to 
give in this Department soon their course 
of study and some of their plans. 

The next day a Conference of all the 
Pittsburgh leaders and all interested in 
Junior work was held in St. Mark’s Church, 
and these same Juniors contributed the pro- 
gram. 

So well did these Juniors conduct this 
Conference that the interest of the Superin- 
tendents and visitors never lacked a mo- 
ment, and the request came that such Con- 
ferences be arranged monthly. This speaks 
well for the Pittsburgh Juniors! 


Hartwick Summer Assembly at Hartwick 
Seminary, N. Y., was our next stopping 
place. Here we had charge of the children, 
conducting a class for them in the morning, 
speaking to the Assembly twice on chil- 
dren’s work, teaching the Primary Depart- 
ment of Sunday School, and giving a demon- 
stration program with the children. These 
were Primary and Beginner children, and 
the Junior Secretary turned kindergartner! 
The Hartwick Assembly was very fine, with 
Dr. Shimer, Rev. Jensen, Mr. Blackwelder 
and some more of our Luther League friends 
there. 


Gettysburg Assembly was our next stop. 
Here we had five periods on Missionary 
Methods. Three of them were devoted to 
_ children’s work, with the children of the 
_ Gettysburg churches helping to demonstrate 
Primary and Junior methods. A Luther 
League meeting with echoes from Salisbury 
was also arranged. The General Secretary 
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presented Young People’s Methods during 
the whole Assembly, so altogether it was a 
fine assembly! 

A night trip brought us to Erie in time 
to get into the last day of the Pennsylvania 
Convention. We were back home here in 
the stronghold of our Junior Department 
and enjoyed this one day with what all say 
was the best convention Pennsylvania ever 
had. The Juniors had a fine demonstration 
and convention all their own, which the Erie 
Juniors prepared, and which all agreed was . 
most interesting. 

A long trip next took us to the Middle 
West, where we visited six state conventions, 
Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois 
and Wisconsin. 

In Minnesota our good Luther League 
friend, Dr. Bieber, keeps things moving. 
We were only able to be with the Minnesota 
Leaguers for two sessions, but managed to 
tell them a little about Junior work. They 
had a fine banquet and a picnic, besides good 
inspirational addresses. 

We next went to Kansas where we visited 
the Leaguers of Kansas in their Camp, 
established by our Intermediate Secretary, 
Mr. Wolf. Three days acclimated us to 
camp life and gave us the opportunity to 
present the Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
Departments. These Leaguers are ready to 
reach their quota for the new League Ob- 
jective, are all keyed up for Omaha in 1929 
and are a group of earnest, sincere young 
people. 

We are now on our way to the Nebraska 
Convention and will write more of the other 
Western conventions next month. 

Sincerely, 
BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE, 
Junior Secretary. 


JUNIOR HINTS 


Have you sent in a contribution to the 
Junior Hand Book Fund? If not, do,so as 
soon as possible. We want to have this book 
ready to send out soon! 

Are you using the Junior Reading Course? 
Start these books in circulation? 

What about a Sustaining Membership? 
Have you taken one out? 

Have you helped a Junior League to or- 
ganize? Is there a church somewhere that 
you can interest? 

Write to the Junior Secretary and tell 
her about your work. 

—y— 
November 6, 1927 
OUR SLOVAK STUDENTS 
Jane Gilbert 


Note—One of the types of work being done under 
the Board of American Missions is the aid and en- 
couragement of young Slovak men who are studying 
to be able to serve as pastors to their own people. 
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Literature that may be ordered from the Women’s 
Missionary Society, Literature Headquarters, 1723 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.: 

Slovak Susan. An Impersonation. Price 2 cents. 

Twentieth Century Adventure. A booklet published 
by the Board of American Missions. Free. 

Aim—To help the boys and girls to under- 
stand and sympathize with people of other 
lands living in America and to make friends 
with Slovak students for the ministry. 

Preparation—Ask children to bring to 
the meeting something that has been made 
in Czecho-Slovakia, beads, jugs, or anything 
easily carried. Prepare short pieces of rib- 
bon to be used in game described below. 
Have a modern map of Europe for display. 
Make poster of bright colored cardboard, 
decorated in corners with any simple cross- 
stitch design enlarged. Letter across top 
the greeting familiar to Slovaks, “Nazdar,” 
meaning “To your health.” Miniatures of 
poster as invitations may be made. 

Display beads, jugs and whatever have 
been brought, saying that these have been 
made in Czecho-Slovakia. 

Game Before Session—Ask each member 
to tell as nearly as he can from what na- 
tionality his mother and father are descend- 
ed. Pin on him the color or colors for the 
countries named. Leader might make clear 
the plan by telling first what colors he may 
wear and pinning them on. Colors: France, 
light blue; Germany, yellow; Holland, 
orange; Italy, green; Russia, gray; Great 
Britain, dark blue; Poland, red; Czecho- 
Slovakia, white; Scandinavia, light green; 
United States of America, red, white and 
blue. (From Suggestions to Leaders, High 
Adventure by Fjeril Hess.) 

Leader—Display poster and explain the 
meaning of the word “Nazdar.” Suggest 
that every one greet each other with that 
word. If our friend, the Slovak youth who 
is studying to be a preacher to his own peo- 
ple were here he would be able to use many 
other words of that language. Speak of 
people who come to America from many 
lands and especially of the Slovak people. 
Let us think of these new friends as (Fred) 
reads the Bible Lesson. 

Bible Reading—(By an older boy.) Acts 
2:1-11. 

Hymn—Jesus Shall Reign. 

Leader—Speak of the many people of dif- 
ferent nationalities who came to Jerusalem 
to the feasts. How when Peter preached 
to them all understood him. Love is a lan- 
guage that all can understand; also smiles 
and laughter and gifts. There are many 
ways of ‘showing friendliness without 
speech. But people who come from other 
lands to America cannot always learn to 
understand English at once. That is why 
they must have preachers who speak their 
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own language. Slovak students are study- 
ing to be that kind of a pastor. What do 
we know about the Slovak people in Amer- 
ica? See how many of the questions you 
can answer. 

“Ask Me Another’ Questions—(Show 
map for answer to question as to location). 

Story—Folk-tale, Jesus and Peter. See 
Lutheran Boys and Girls, October 22. 
Slovak Susan. (Leaflet in packet.) 

Hymn—Thanksgiving hymn may be sung 
or “Saviour Teach Me Day by Day.” 

Sentence Prayers—By members of group, 
closing with 

Prayer by Leader—Dear Lord of the 
whole wide world, Thou who hast created 
us for Thyself, help us to help Thee bring 
all men unto Thyself. Life up our eyes 
from our small neighborhoods and let them 
find distant horizons. Help us to know and 
appreciate the homelands of other folks, 
that we may all know and love the home 
lands of all the world. May we truly de- 
sire to help Thee. So may we be willing to 
give and to give up in order to be Thy help- 
ers to others. We ask it for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


“Ask ME ANOTHER” QUESTIONS 


1. About how many Slovaks are in the 
United States? 

2. What kind of work do most of them 
do? 

8. Where is Czecho-Slovakia? 

4, What church do many Slovak people 
belong to in their own country? 5 

5. What do they miss in this country that 
they have at home? 

6. How can we help Slovak students in 
their work? 

Prepared under the auspices of the Light 
Brigade Department of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society. 

—yr— 
November 13, 1927 
JUNIOR LEAGUE AROUND THE 
WORLD 
(Luther League Topic) 


(Note—Decorate the room for this meeting with 
the Luther League colors. If you can get flags of 
different nations they will add to the attractiveness 
of the room. The Juniors may be in costume, or 
they may carry placards with the names of the coun- 
tries which they represent. Invite the Senior League 
to come to this meeting.) 


First Junior—I am so glad that I belong 
to the Luther League of America. Did you 
read in the last LUTHER LEAGHE REVIEW 
what a fine society the Luther League is 
becoming and what a great convention they 
had at Salisbury last summer? 

Second Junior—Yes, I read all about it 
and I am so glad too that I belong to the 
Junior League. But here come a lot of other 
boys and girls, how strange they look. 


j 
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Surely they don’t belong to the Luther 
League! 

(Enter a group of Juniors to represent 
the Junior Leagues in other lands.) 

Juniors (in eoncert)—Oh, yes, we do be- 
long to the Junior League. Listen and we 
will tell you. 

Junior (representing Virgin Islands) —I 
come from the Virgin Islands. We surely 
have Junior Leagues there. There is one 
at Christiansted and one at Frederiksted. 
Miss Ethel Mosteller, our Leaguer from 
Pennsylvania is in charge. We sent an ex- 
hibit to the national convention. We go to 
conventions just as the Juniors up in the 
United States. Indeed we do belong to the 
Luther League! ~ 

Junior (representing Porto Rico)—We 
don’t belong to the Luther League? Well 
we certainly do! We have seven strong 
Junior Leagues in Porto Rico. Some of 
these use the Topics which have been trans- 
lated into Spanish. Indeed we are not left 
out of the Luther League! 

Jumor (representing China)—We want 
to belong to the Luther League, too. There 
are young people in China that some day 
may belong to the Luther League and per- 
haps some time we shall have some Junior 
Leagues too. Won’t you help the boys and 
girls of China by sending us missionaries 
and starting some Junior Leagues? 

Junior (representing India)—The Junior 
League has come to India, too. We have a 
Boys’ League at Rajahmundry. We should 
have more. Now that the Luther League 
has given us help in Andhra Christian Col- 
lege we know they are interested in us. We 
hope to have more Junior Leagues some day. 

Junior (representing South America) — 
We have Luther Leagues in South America 
and some of our missionaries are Luther 


Leaguers. We may have some Junior 
Leagues some time soon. Won’t you help 
us? 


Junior (representing Japan)—-We come 
from far off Japan. We need the Junior 
League there, too. We need to know more 
about the Saviour. Our idols are of stone 
and wood. Can you send us the message 
of the loving Saviour? 

Junior (representing Africa)—Can’t we 
have some Junior Leagues in Africa, too? 

First Junior—I didn’t know that all these 
people were thinking about Junior League! 
But who are the rest of these folks. Surely 
they have made a mistake. They don’t be- 
long here! 

(Enter group of Juniors with placards.) 


Junior (representing Orphan Homes) — 
We represent the Junior Leagues in Orphan 
Homes. At Zelienople, in Pennsylvania, we 


31 


have a fine Junior League at the Orphan 
Home. These boys and girls contributed 
$25 to Andhra College. There are Junior 
Leagues in some of our other Orphan 
Homes, too. We belong to the Luther 
League! 

Junior (representing Settlements)—I be- 
long to the Luther League, too. I am the 
Settlement Leagues. In Philadelphia in 
Settlement House we have a fine. Junior 
League. Then at our Italian Settlement in 
Philadelphia we have another. In New 
York at the Italian Mission we have an- 
other. 

Second Junior—Well I didn’t know that 
there were Junior Leagues in all these 
places. 

First Junior—I didn’t either. Let’s try 
to have Junior Leagues everywhere so that 
the boys and girls everywhere may be learn- 
ing the things we learn in Junior League. 
There is a song we all can sing. 

All sing Junior Luther League Rally 
Hymn. 


(For hand work let the Juniors cut from back 
numbers of the REVIEW pictures of Junior Leagues 
from different places and place on a large sheet of 
cardboard, which can be hung on the wall.) 


—yP 
November 20, 1927 
HOW WILL YOU GIVE THANKS 
(Thanksgiving) 
Miss Loye Bayless 
PROGRAM 


Hymn—Can a Little Child Like Me Thank 
the Father Fittingly? 

Psalm—100. 

Bible Verses—About “Thanks.” 

Sentence Prayers—Of Thankfulness. 

Hymn—Praise Him, Praise Him. 

How Can We Give Thanks?—Answered 
by four Juniors. 

1. Thanksgiving in song. “Serve the 
Lord with gladness. Come before His pres- 
ence with singing.” As did the Psalmist of 
old, so can we show forth our thankfulness 
and thus worship the Lord. Surely we have 
reason to rejoice and be glad. God is good 
to us. Every day He blesses us. When we 
take time to think of the many things He 
is giving us we cannot help but feel happy. 
In the League and Church services we can 
express our grateful hearts in song. We 
can join heartily in the singing of hymns 
and thus praise and thank God, the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift. 

2. Thanking God in Prayer. Thanks can 
be given to God by singing songs and by 
praying prayers. Jesus always thanked 
God for everything given'to Him. When 
He had received the food to feed the five 
thousand He gave thanks before He dis- 
tributed it to His disciples. We, too, should 
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always thank God for the food He has given 
us before we eat it. Prayer is talking to 
God. We can say “Thank You” to Him. 
Our blessings are daily, so should our pray- 
ers be daily. 
“It is very nice to think 
The world is full of meat and drink, 
With little children saying grace, 
In every Christian kind of place.” 
—Child’s Garden of Verses. 
3. Thanksgiving by giving. Another way 
of saying “Thank You” to God is by bring- 
ing Him gifts. As Jesus sat in the temple 
and watched the people drop their money 
into the chests He could see that some of 
them freely gave their money because they 
loved God and others gave a great deal of 
money so that people near might see and 
think they were good. When Jesus saw a 
very poor woman come in and drop into the 
chest two mites He knew that she loved God 
and thanked Him for what He had done 
for her. Two mites were not as much as one 
penny. It was a very small gift, but it was 
all she had. Jesus said, “Verily I say unto 
you, that this poor widow hath cast more 
in, than all they which have cast into the 
treasury: For all they did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want did cast 
in all that she had, even all of her living.” 
God can tell how thankful we are by our 
gifts to Him. 
Hymn—“Give,” Said the Little Stream. 
4. Thanksgiving by Thanksliving. Words 
tell of our thanks and love but deeds prove 
them. True thankfulness will show itself in 
service. Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” We 
serve Jesus when we help those in need. We 
show our love for Him when we share our 
gifts with those who are not so fortunate 
as we. (Juniors suggest ways of Thanks- 
living.) 
Hymn—God Make My Life a Little Light. 
How Will I give Thanks?—Juniors volun- 
teer to answer by making statements begin- 
ning with “I will.” 
Offering. 
Doxology—Praise God from Whom All 
Blessings Flow. 


Suggestions—Divide Juniors in six groups. Let 
one group be the choir and sing the Hymns, another 
group offer prayers, another present the lesson, etc. 
Write on cardboard, cut in imitation of fruit or 
vegetable, what part each Junior shall have on the 
program. As they receive their parts let them ar- 
range themselves in their respective groups 

For handwork, have the children make placards 
with thanksgiving thoughts to be placed about the 
League room. The following are suggestive: 

Thanksgiving is Thanksliving. 

God is blessing us. Are we praising Him? 

Think and Thank. 

Count Your’ Blessings. 

Say “Thank You” to God. 

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 

God has remembered you. Remember Him, 
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November 27, 1927 
PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY 
JOURNEY 
Laura Wade Rice 

Leader—We left Paul at Antioch. He 
loved to go home and tell the people about 
the wonderful work God was doing every- 
where in turning the hearts of the Jews and 
the Gentiles to love and believe in Jesus 
Christ. Paul’s second journey had lasted 
more than three years, but you may be sure 
he did not stay long at Antioch, but was 
away again soon to visit his dear churches 
to the northwest. Our plane will go north 
first then west and stop over the great city 
of Ephesus. Paul stayed there for three 
years. He found a helper there. 

Junior reads Acts 18:24-27. 

Junior reads Acts 19:8-11. 

Leader—Bad-hearted people tried to stop 
him, but by the power of God more and more 
of the Ephesians became Christians. 

Junior—See—Ephesus is a beautiful city, 
only there are so many statues and images 
of their heathen gods, but any way their 
statues are beautiful, not like most heathen 
idols. Isn’t the temple of Diana beautiful? 
No wonder the Ephesians-are proud of it! 

Leader—Yes, the old religion of Greece 
seemed very beautiful; but it did not teach 
people to be pure and good. It was strong 
and hard to overcome, and if Christianity 
had not been the true religion ‘of the true 
God it could never have overcome it. Just 
watch those three or four lonely men on 
foot, stoned, persecuted—yet having faith in 
God, and keeping on, sure that Jesus Christ 
would win. 

Junior reads Acts 19:23-41. 

Leader—Paul sees that it is better for 
the Church at Ephesus for him to go away 
for a while. So we see him go over into 
Macedonia, again and stayed for three 
months, teaching and talking about Jesus 
and the new, good way He wanted people 
to live. 

Junior—He has more helpers now, let’s 
count—there are eight in all! They are 
keeping the Passover Feast at Philippi, and 
Paul reminds them that it was just at this 
time that Jesus Christ was crucified and 
rose from the dead. 

Junior—Now Paul is at Troas, preaching 
in the upper room of a house, Oh, how elose- 
ly they are packed in! Oh, something has 
happened—they are all running down stairs. 

Junior reads Acts 20:7-12. 

Leader—Then Paul visits other places 
and stops at Miletus, the seaport of Ephesus 
on his way home again. . 

Junior reads Acts 20:16-38. 
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iB: Luther League Supplies 


Make up your own Luther League Hand- 
book. If you want a Handbook covering all 
three Departments send for a filler at $.75. 
This includes, Senior Packet, Intermediate 
Packet; Junior Organization and Program 
Packet for half year. 

If you want only, one Department order 
by packet or-by piece. You may purchase 
your own loose leaf cover to hold 54% 8% 
fillers. If you want a Handbook made up 
for you, write the Luther Press for prices. 
They also carry a large stock of Topic 
Cards, Invitations and League Printing 
Novelties of attractive design. 

You should have THE TOPICS QUAR- 
TERLY edited by Dr. C. P. Harry and Dean 
May Scherer, for use at your Devotionals. 
At least enough copies should be on hand 
for the use of your leaders. The rates are: 


SINPIEWEDBICSN, = 200s eels ee es f, YF.. 25 
DCO ME Bei en. aicjere.sicis os" « 1 qtr. $1.25 
UM CE NICS | 2) neat ee 1 qtr. $2.50 
UEMCTILES oe 1 qtr. $3.00 
LOG*eoplesBatie sees ess... 1 qtr. $4.00 
(4 quarters) 
25 iCOpIesin. «fs etieteys) shi s)3-0.2 ce Leyes Socto 
KIN Sia ES 0 Se eee 1 yr. $6.00 
ER COMICS By clon rcPeene le soos so 1 yr. $8.00 
100 copies ..... eae Presa, L yx. £0.00 


Senior Department 
nletitig ee oe 5 25 cents 
This includes = the pamphlets required for efficient 
departmental work. 
Pamphlets listed below at 2c may be purchased at 
75c for 50. 
Individual Listing 
How to Organize, including Model Constitu- 


tion and a suggested Twenty Point Goal.... free 
Our Past, A League History—Harry Hodges... 2 cents 
bhivivey Sov Sa Hild An PRS oe Oe ee 2 cents 
Membership Card, including pledge............ 1 cent 


10c per dozen or 75c per hundred 


Candle Light Installation—Sr. Pearle Lyerly. .10 cents 
Better Socials—Mrs. S. T. Peterson........... 2 cents 
Hae of the Educational Secretary......... 2 cents 
Blois licen fl Sa 2 cents 
Ways to Read, Suggestions for Bible Reading.. 2 cents 
Bible Reader’s Intention Card................ 1 cent 
10c per dozen or 75c per hundred 
Seven Point Program for the Missionary Secre- 
(Ee fe Clo Or OR eB tSe ee r 2 cents 
Life Service—Rey. Beer REISSION. © —c sccrsc cis os 2 cents 
Life Sees Ce? S. at oa Dee oneness 1 cent 


Oc per dozen or "750 per hundred 
Free Life aad P hlets issued by the Deaconess 
Board and Board of Education 
The Deaconess Catechism 
The Good Doctor (Missionary)—Elsie Singmaster. 
Soldiers (Physicians)—Elsie Singmaster. 
Why I Entered the Gospel Ministry. 
Why I Stay in the Ministry.—Rey. A. F. Keller. 
Wout You Do It Again?—Rev. George W. Nicely, 


An Open Letter to 
bom Penner 
The Object of the Christian Ministry: YOU—Rev. 
George W. Englar, D.D. 
A Letter—For Any Father and Mother. 


as Minded Young Men—Rey. 


Intermediate Department 


Ppitermeniate Packet |e. 5o:c:a a cele a:6 0512101814: w) stole 25 cents 
The Intermediate League—Michler.......... 5 cents 
The Intermediate Merit System—Rev. C. M. 

Teufel 
Intermediate Topics for Summer Camps..... 
How to Organize an Intermediate League— 


Reva en Pe SWAT <2 ala;cle ete ntcl’ecYatticieale: pte 2 cents 
Intermediate Registration Certificate......... 10 cents 
Intermediate Promotion Certificate..........% 2 cents 
Intermediate Reading Course Certificate..... 2 cents 
Girls! What is Your Hobby, and Homecraft 

nT ES A A RAO DOOD DRED EDO Sepa nOCuC 2 cents 
57 Varieties of Meetings for Intermediates. 2 cents 
Promotion Exercise from Intermediate “to 

Semi een ete bias a ciac-c eS eyou.cia sae aie eee 2 cents 


Camps for Boys—Rev. A. T. Michler. 
Conferences for Boys—Rev. C. P. Swank. 


Junior Department 


(Organization Packet—free) 

Constitution for a Junior League 
How to Organize a Junior League 
Junior Rally Hymn (20c. doz.) 
Junior Standard 

(Program Packet—January-July 1927—40c.) 
Sample Gospel, Map, Pictures, Button 
Junior League Topics—1927 
How to use the Junior Topics for 1927 
Bobby and Betty Take a Trip to the Holy Land 
The Junior. Luther League Clock 
Eastertide in the Junior League 
A Calendar for the Year : 
Building a Book Shelf 
Daily Bible Readings for Juniors 
The Little Leaguers 
Junior Mission Study Classes 
Daily Bible Reading Certificates 

(Invitation Packet—January-July 1927—25c.) 
Sample Invitations for 26 Meetings 

(Reading Course Poster Cut-Outs—40c.) 
Cut-Out Designs to make 6 posters advertising books 

of the Reading Course 
(Miscellaneous Packet—25c) 
The Luther League Motto—exercise 
Questions and Answers in’ Genesis 
Parable of the Sower—Dramatization 
Emblems of Christmas—Pageant 
The Church Year—Pageant 
(any of these at rate of 40c. doz.) 
(Packet—Helps for Programs and Rallies—40c.) 

Luther’s Coat of Arms 
My Faith Looks Up To Thee—Pantomime 
Story of Queen Esther—Dramatization 
Like Jesus—Devotional Exercise 
Here I Stand—Dramatization 
Wanted: A Leader—Exercise 


(Junior Literature Continued on page 34) 


Luther League Jewelry 


For a list of same and prices, make application to 
the United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia. 

Pageants 
“Where West Meets East”—Laura Scherer Copenhaver 


Free 
“Emblems of Eastertide’—Mrs. Paul C. Weber 
10 cents 
Life Service Day Programs 
(Free) 
“Here Am I’’—Board of Education. 
“Follow Me”’—Board of Education, 
“Who Follows in Their Train’—Board of Education. 
Life Service Pageants 
Free) 
“The Witness’—Board of Education. 
“The Lost Call’—Board of Education. 
Hymn Book 


Hymns and Prayers........... TOSI Ser 50 cents 
(40c in quantities) 
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READY NOW 


The “Luther League Memory Book”’ 


Imitation Brown Leather, size 17” x 11”, beautifully designed, 
with heavy Top and Back, lettered and embossed in gold with 
Luther League Emblem, seventy-five black pages, punched to 
fit, laced with silk cord. For pasting of Convention Souve- 
nirs, pictures, news clippings, party schemes, Invitations, 
Stunts and everything of interest to Luther Leaguers. 


It costs only $5.00— postpaid east of the Mississippi. 


“Just the thing you have always needed” 


LuTHER LEAGUE STATIONERY AND HeELps or ALL KINDS 
New Ipeas\Beinc AppDED Eacu MontH 


“HANDY”—The loose-leaf Social and Game Book—$2.50 


Complete Service Attractive Prices 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


(Junior Literature Continued) 


Thanksgiving in the ects League 
Christmas With the Juniors 
57 Varieties of Projects for Juniors 
(any of these at rate of 40c. doz.) 
(Packet—Helps for the Regular Meetings—40c) 
Good Times For Juniors 
Bible Dramatizations 
A Curio Meeting 
A Sand Table Meeting 
A Project Meeting 
Posters 
A. Picture Lesson 
The Blackboard 
Lenten Picture Studies 
Bible Torchbearers—Daily Bible Readings 
(any of these at rate of 40c doz.) 


(Packet—Exercises, Dramatizations, etc.—40c.) 
Tableau—“‘Fling Out The Banner” 
Parable of the Ten Virgins j 
Story of the Good Samaritan i 
Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
Books of the Bible Exercise 
101 Ways To Interest The Juniors 
Bible Drills For Junior Leagues 
“Go—Tell”—An Easter Exercise 
Sentence Prayers for Junior Leagues 
Programs For The Little Leaguers—a series of weekly 
programs of hymns, stories, hand-work, memory work, 
etc., for the little Leaguers under eight years—25c. 


—y— 
YORK LIFE SERVICE PROGRAM 


John Schiding, Life Service Secretary for the 
York District certainly has ideas and puts them 
across. In July the first Life Service Class in the 
L. L. of A, graduated with the formal presentation 
of diplomas. There were thirteen graduates. They 
had studied one of the Life Service textbooks and 
passed a test with merit. There was also a Hillside 
Conference under auspices of the Department at 
which Dr. Fischer of Gettysburg Seminary gave 
the challenge. 
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THE LONE 
SEMINARY 


For its work must have addi- 
tional teaching and working 
force. Instead of erecting the 
President’s residence as a tem- 
porary dormitory, it must build 
the first unit of its permanent 
dormitory to house college and 
seminary students. As there is 
the State University within one 
mile and no Lutheran Institution 
of College grade within 1500 
miles, we need the first unit and 
need it now. 


J. C. KUNZMAN, President 
PaciFic THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3878 435 Ave., Seattle, Washington 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


(Co-educational) 
HICKORY, N..C. 


Seeks to give young men and women of 
today in behalf of Christ and the church a 
capacity education crowned with consecration 
to Christian truths and ideals, 

Standard A grade. 

Strong faculty of eighteen members. 

Student body of 300. 

A small college of personal contacts and of 
splendid successes. 

For information, address the president, Hick- 
ory, N. 


DUTCH TILES 


Hundreds of years old! 
Blue pattern 


About 4 inches square 


20% of proceeds will be donated to. 


the Luther League of America 


J. L. Th. Heldewier Vignon 


Curacao, Dutch West Indies | 
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MARTIN LUTHER 
SEMINARY 


LINCOLN, NEBR. 


The only German-English Seminary 
ofthe: WU. LL. CAs in ther sSa4e 


Any information given by 
G: H. MICHELMANN, Dean. 


Muhlenberg College 


Allentown, Pa. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong 
scholarly faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bitis 
Superior classical, scientific and philosophical courses. 
Newest equipment. New science building and library, 
Apply early as there are many applications every year. 


_An academic department of the highest grade admit 
ting to all institutions 


Send for catalog and write for information to— 


Oscar F. Bernheim - . - Registrar 
John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D., Presidezi 


Wagner College 


Preparatory Department and College 

Its chief aim is to serve the prime need of tka 
Church, Over 80 per cent of its graduates 
are pastors or missionaries. 

Its work and student life is pervaded by a 
serious Christian spirit. 

It aims to develop the power of concentration 
and the habit of earnest study. 

It is democratic; no fraternities, no hazing. 

It is beautiful for situation. A parklike campus 
of 57 acres in New York City, overlooking 
the city, the harbor and the ocean, 

It is economical; $400 per year—$200 for future 
clergymen—covers all except books. 

For further information apply to 


REV. A. H. EOLTSHUSEN, BD. D., President, 
Statem Island, N. Y. 


[hose spending Sunday 
in Philadelphia are ex 
dially invited to attend th 


CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY COMMUNION 


Chestnut and 21st Sts. 


Rev. J. H. Harms, D. B 
Pastor - 


Chief Service - - 11 A.M 


Vespers - - - - - 8PM 
Bible School - - - 10 A.B 
VPs Socio ke 
—————— 


= Within walking distanes 
of all hotels, 
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OUR CHURCH anp OUR NATION 
Our Church’s Place in Our Nation’s Life 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
By AxBDEL Ross WEntTz, Pu.D., D.D. 


w 


No other book could be studied with greater profit by Lutheran citizens in con- 
nection with the commemoration of our nation’s Declaration of Independence than 
this interesting and instructive work. For here, in a framework of American history 
from colonial times to the present era, are portrayed, as nowhere else, the facts 
which Lutherans should know concerning their Church’s career on this continent. 

Illustrated. Cloth, gold title. 365 pp. $2.00. 


The Lutheran Leader in 
Colonial Days 
HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG 
By Wm. K. Frick, D.D. 


A concise biographical sketch prepared for the 
use of casual students and readers. Cloth. 220 pp. 
$0 cents. 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF HENRY MELCHIOR 
MUHLENBERG 


By W. J. Mann, D.D., LL.D. 


A complete and standard biography of the ‘‘Patri- 
arch” of the Lutheran Church in America portraying 
in detail the facts of his life and work together with 
the conditions then prevailing. 

Cloth. 563 pp. $2.00. 


Historical Narratives About 
Lutheran Pioneers 
PATHS IN THE WILDERNESS 
By Rey. C. E. Sparks 


A delightful narrative, with a large element of 
fiction, that portrays the experiences of Lutheran 
pioneers in Georgia in colonial days. 

Illustrated. Cloth. 171 pp. $1.25. 


AN EAGLE OF THE WILDERNESS 
By Margaret R. Seebach 


Illustrated. Cloth. 139 pp. $1.00. 


Lutherans in the Early History of America 


LUTHERAN LANDMARKS AND PIONEERS IN AMERICA 
By William J. Finck, D.D. 


A surprising array of littleknown but important facts concerning the place of the Lutheran Church and the 
‘part Lutherans played in the early history of America is most interestingly exhibited in this splendidly illus- 


trated and attractively bound volume. 


Acquaintance with these facts which have been brought to light only after painstaking delving among the 
records of the past will give the reader justifiable pride in his Church as among the first to have established 
itself on this continent and taken an important part in our nation’s beginnings. 

Illustrated. Decorated cloth, gold top. 200 pp. Price $1.35. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


860 Cass Street 
Chicago 


39 E. 35th Street 
New York 


219 Sixth Street 
Pittsburgh 


1617 Sumter Street 
Columbia, S. C. 


APRIL, 1920 No. 1 


Of the Church - By the Church - for the Church 


uth er enue Levieu 


OFFICIAL -ORCAN-OF THE LUTHER-LEAGUE -OF -AMERIC . 


Gs the Caster lily’s fold 
Rests tn chaltees of gold, 


So may we tn Christ abide 
Who ts risen,—glortfied: 
Of His risen ltfe may share, 

Have His guidance, KH 

AIH love, and care; 
Then His riches He unfolds, 
Greater than the ltly holds. 


Published Monthly by LutuHer Leacur Review, 318 W. aoe Sree New York City. 
Entered as Second-Class Matter August 9, 1900, at Post Office, New York, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
ubseription price, 60 cents per ee z 
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The Christ We Forget 


@ Would the world have been torn by 
the hell hounds of war for four long years 
if Christians had been true to Christ? 


q Would Europe be in misery today, the 
children starving, the grown folks in 
despair, disease and famine stalking from 
land to land, followed by revolution, 
if Christians were true to Christ? 


q Is it not time for us who bear the 
name of Christ, to live the life 
of Christ, or drop the nantes 
@ The Young People of the Church have 
decided to get behind the appeal of their 
church for aid of Lutherans in Europe with 
their sympathy, with their interest, with their 
organized cooperation, to prove that Christ 
is not forgotten. They are pledged to this 
cause and they count on every young man 
and young woman to get in line and 
stay there till the goal is reached. 


LUTHERAN WORLD SERVICE CAMPAIGN 


MAY 2 to MAY 16 


$1,800,000 


NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL, 437 Fifth Ave., New Yorks’ 


Of ihe Church - By the Church- For the Church 


Puther 


Peaque 


Review 


The Easter Message 


BY MRS. M. O. J. KREPS, 
(Courtesy of the Women’s Missionary Society.) 


RS. ELIZABETH PRESTON sat 

down in the congregation that beau- 

tiful Easter morning for the first 
time in many years. Since her girlhood 
she had occupied an important place in the 
choir of her church, and usually she was 
too absorbed in the proper rendering of the 
musical part of the service to note, with 
more than a casual glance, the worshippers 
in the pews... 

This year she had been impressed with 
the Holy Week meditations more than ever 
before, and in the practice of the jubilant 
Easter anthems she had experienced more 
than usual delight. 

What disappointment it was to awake in 
the golden light of an almost faultless Has- 
ter day to the realization that she would 
have to make “melody in her heart” that 
day, while her lips would be mute. A sud- 
‘den cold had stolen her voice away, leaving 
only enough for well nigh inaudible whis- 
pers. 

Since she could be of no service in her 
accustomed place, why not try the novel 
experience of sitting down in the congre- 
gation? 

This was the suggestion that well-nigh 
reconciled her to the frustration of her 
plans. She would drink in the Easter 
praises without any personal anxiety, lest 
a false note should sweep in to mar the har- 
mony. She would see and hear the choir, 
on this special day, as others heard and saw 
on all occasions. 

As the glad hallelujahs of the opening 
anthem rose and fell with majestic sweet- 
ness, the flowers about the altar seemed to 
nod, and the palms to wave, with the thrill 
of the jubilant melody, and Mrs. Preston’s 
heart swelled with the praises her lips 
could not utter, and breathed its own re- 
sponse to the song of adoration. 

She drank in, with increasing delight, the 
hymn, “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight is 
Glorious!” and experienced a peculiar feel- 


\ 


ing of awe when the strength of the blend- 
ed voices about her set the. arches overhead 
ringing with that thrilling: 

“Crown Him! Crown Him! 

Crown the Saviour, King of Kings!” 

She was conscious of a distinct shock, 
however, when the clearly announced text 
brought her suddenly back from delight in 
musical praises to the unwelcome thought 
of sacrifice and service. 

Whoever heard such a text for Easter 
Day? she mentally questioned as she re- 
peated it over to herself. 

“If we suffer we shall also reign with 
Him.” Surely the good pastor had made a 
mistake this time in his selection! That 
subject would be suitable for Good Friday, 
she thought, but who wanted to dwell on 
the thought of suffering, when everything 
seemed throbbing with notes of victory and 
praise. As the sermon progressed she had 
to admit to herself, however, that although 
unusual, it was in a way as triumphant as 
the anthems. In its unfoldment it told of 
victory for all; but of victory by way of 
the cross. It touched her heart to its 
depths, with the word-painting of Jesus 
still bearing the cross alone, while His fol- 
lowers were seeking to reap the benefits of 
His life and death “on flowery beds of 
ease.” 

When the last hymn was announced, she 
was almost glad that she could not sing, 
for with the stirring impressions of the 
sermon in her heart, she felt that she did 
not dare utter words that her life disproved. 
Sitting in silent conviction herself, she 
could not help but note that all about her 
others were singing in apparent unconcern, 

“Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave-and follow Thee.” 

Just in front of her sat Mr. and Mrs. 
Rich, putting seeming earnestness into the 
words, and she knew that, in their gilded 
existence, they had never borne a cross for 
Christ heavier than just occasional attend- 


‘LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 3 


Of America 


“Of the Church, By the Church, For the Church” 


Official Call for the Fourteenth Pational Convention 
Cwentp-Fifth Anniversarp 


Fort Wayne, Indiana, July 13, 14, 15, 1920 


HE Luther League of America has accepted the invitation of the Luther 
League of Indiana to hold the FOURTEENTH BIENNIAL CONVEN- 
TION in Fort Wayne, Indiana, July 13, 14, 15, 1920. 


REPRESENTATION. 


Any society of whatever name, connected with a Lutheran congregation or 
a Lutheran institution of learning, and District and State organizations whose 
admission shall have been recommended by the Committee on Credentials, are 
entitled to membership with representations as follows: Each society admitted 
to membership shall be entitled to one delegate, each District League to three 
delegates, and each State or Territorial organization to ten delegates. Delegates 
to the Convention are expected and required to present properly certified creden- 
tials. The credentials should be signed by the President and Secretary of each 
organization, whether State, District or Local League. Delegates will be asked 
to pay a REGISTRATION FEE of $1.00. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Credential blanks for delegates should be secured at once by State, District 
and Local Officers from the General Secretary. All credentials should be filled 
out in duplicate, one part being sent to the General Secretary and the other part 
retained by the delegate for presentation to the Credential Committee at Fort 
Wayne. Uniform blank forms will be sent upon request. Credentials should 
be sent to the General Secretary not later than July Ist. 


GENERAL INFORMATION. 


The arrangement of the program is in charge of a sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee. An announcement of same will be made in the near future 
in the REVIEW. 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW will furnish official information each 
month relative to the Convention and after the Convention will publish a CON- 
VENTION NUMBER containing full reports of the proceedings. 


Subscriptions should be made now to secure the pro-Convention Number of 
the REVIEW and also the CONVENTION NUMBER. 


Particulars as to hotels and other local arrangements will be furnished in 
due season by the local Convention committee. 


At this convention will be celebrated the TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
of the Luther League of America. 


Arrange your vacation to include July 18, 14, 15, and spend it at Fort Wayne. 
By direction of the Executive Committee. 


HARRY HODGES, 
General Secretary, Je 
846 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE EASTER MESSAGE 


ance on the Sunday service, when weather 
conditions were inviting. 

Sadie Coleman’s face was tranquil, as the 
beautiful words rolled from her lips, but 
the richness of her garments proved that 
she had not “left” much, in the way of 
personal adornment, to walk the way of the 
cross. 

Hannah Fischer lifted her head in evi- 

dent enjoyment of the sweet melody until 
the willow plumes on her gorgeous hat 
swept the shoulder of her velvet gown just 
as she reached the line, “Perish every fond 
ambition.” 
_ Estelle Harper played idly with a mag- 
nificent cross of gold, studded with dia- 
monds, that hung around her neck as she 
sang, “Yet how rich is my condition.” 

Mrs. Preston knew full well that Estelle 
simply ignored every call to service, and 
spent her abundant means lavishly on her 
“every fond ambition.” 

Mrs. Harper was singing with seeming 
ease of conscience, “Let the world despise 
and leave me,” yet in her home life only 
the world held sway. She had ample time 
to heed all the calls of her clubs and social 
engagements, but absolutely “no time” for 
church society duties. 

Shocked at the sudden consciousness of 
the shameful inconsistency of it all, Mrs. 
Preston bowed her head and turned the 
searchlight of her newly awakened thought 
inward. The floral cross she had twined 
and lifted into place the day before was 
the heaviest one she had ever, willingly, 
borne in all her life. She had been rather 
faithful as a member of the choir, but that 
was no cross; for she dearly loved to sing. 
‘She realized now, with shame, that she 
had missed every missionary society meet- 
ing, but two or three through the whole 
year, because they happened to come in 
conflict with some engagements, which she 
gladly used as an excuse for absence. She 
had refused to lead a single meeting; she 
had declined to try to win one of her neigh- 
bors to membership in the missionary so- 
ciety because she disliked to be personally 


annoying; she had flatly said “No” when, 


asked to join a mission study class; she 
had objected to several voluntary offerings 
some other women of the church suggested, 
because she did not feel inclined to increase 
the pitiful little annual sum she regarded 
as dues; she had flippantly refused to take 
any part in the work of the Sunday school 
because she said to do so would rob her of 
her “beauty sleep.” 

Where was the cross she had borne since 
she had voluntarily pledged her life to the 
One who made this the emblem and sign 
of His service? Like Estelle Horton, hers 
was a cross of gold or else she had woven 
one of flowers on the cross beams of her 


5 


own selfish gratifications, and it had seemed 
an ornament rather than a badge of suffer- 
ing and service. But in upon her reflec- 
tions came rolling that volume of song, 

“Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days.” 

Where would her triumph be? Conquest 
must precede victory, and conquest means 
battles and suffering. 

Mrs. Preston faced the disquieting mus- 
ings in earnest concern, as, under the spell 
of the sweet old hymn, her heart began to 
throb with new impulses. Then the blessed 
Easter light began to break through the 
shadows, and she saw that her mission be- 
gan at the Cross of Calvary. Hitherto she 
had followed just that far in thankful ap- 
propriation of the Saviour’s sufferings, and 
then year after year she had turned back 
in calm security in His finished work. She 
had all of her life rested in blissful enjoy- 
ment of that finished redemption, with 
scarcely a thought of the unfinished task 
given two thousand years ago to His dis- 
ciples. Willing indeed had she been to 
“reign with Him,” but she had never 
thought of the necessity for the prelude to 
that eternal praise—“suffering with Him.” 
Now her risen Lord seemed to say to her, 
as He did to Mary on the resurrection 
morn, “Go-tell.”” She heard His call to a 
life of service. She understood as she had 
never before that cross-bearing did not 
mean the mere acceptance of inevitable 
trials, but the voluntary, willing taking up 
of the service difficult to do and the self- 
denial hard to be borne. 

As she stood with bowed head, in silent 
prayer, at the close of the service, she 
prayed, “Help me, O my suffering, triumph- 
ant Lord, to take up my cross and to lift 
Thy cross before those who have never 
heard of Thy atoning death and Thy glori- 
ous, life-giving resurrection. Amen.” 


—&— 
GOOD FRIDAY 

“Brother, for thee He died, 

This King that reigneth now, 
Risen and glorified, 

With hallowed brow. 
For thee He bore the cross, 

For thee His eyes grow dim, 
Brother, He died for thee, 

Live thou for Him!” 


EASTER DAY 

A song of sunshine through the rain 
Of spring across the snow, 

A balm to heal the hurts of pain, 
A peace surpassing woe. 

Lift up your heads, ye sorrowing ones, 
And be ye glad of heart, 

For Calvary and Easter Day, 

Earth’s saddest day and gladdest day, 
Were just one day apart. 


Fort Wayne—Our Convention City 


BY PAUL CONRAD GUILD, 
Chairman Publicity Committee, Fort Wayne, Indiana, Chamber of Commerce. 


ORN and bred of the hills and dales of 

the Summit City; silhouetted against 

the ages of American history, known 
and unknown, and fostered during the en- 
lightened period of Christianity comes to us 
the story of the Red Man, of General An- 
thony Wayne and the host of others who 
spilled their life’s blood for the chosen ter- 
ritory of the central west—the birth, growth 
and progress of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
known to the Red Man as Three Rivers. 
You readers of this great little magazine 
are at the present time more than inter- 
ested in the city about which I am going 
to give you a few concise facts. You know 
we are expecting every one of you here 
next July for our convention. Rather, per- 
haps, it is your convention, but we have a 
way with us here of making ourselves all a 
part of our gatherings so that you will know 
us better, like us the more, and incidentally, 
enjoy Fort Wayne to the greater extent. 

Paramount in our life here is the wonder- 
ful activity of our churches. We are proud 
of the fact, and when I tell you of a few 
of the things our churches have done re- 
cently, you will agree with me and the rest 
of us who are extremely proud of their 
achievements. 

We have in our city practically one hun- 
dred thousand population more than sixty 
churches representing all of the leading 
denominations. Growing out of these we 
have as the further handiwork of Christian 
organizations three large hospitals, all be- 
longing to churches, one Methodist Epis- 
copal, one Lutheran and one Catholic. We 
boast further of one of the finest Young 
Women’s Christian Association buildings in 
the state and a Y. M. C. A. that cannot be 
surpassed. In addition to these we have 
any number of parochial schools, play 
grounds, and the thousand and one other 
activities that are the outgrowth of church 
activities. But then why tell you all about 
them when we are going to show you all 
these and many more next July. 

But while “we are crowing,” just one or 
two more interesting facts. You know this 
really is not my inspiration, for I have just 
being having a chat with that mighty 
bundle of energy, your own Rev. H. C. 
Hadley, pastor of the church here, whom 
you are going to hear so much about and 
see so much of next July. He has just 
been filling me full of the thousand and 
one things in store for the delegates who 
are to be our guests. Among the things 
he especially wanted mentioned was our 
more than 350 acres of public parks. This 


in itself bespeaks the success of our local 
churches, for without them few would stop 
in the heyday of the modern mad rush of 
things to consider the great importance of 
these factors in connection with church and 
humanitarian workings of the day. 

Every foot of Fort Wayne, you know, is 
a monumental history in itself. It was 
here, almost within a stone’s throw of our 
court house, that the old fort stood. It was 
here that General Anthony Wayne made 
safe these central western states for civil- 
ized mankind. All these places and many 
more are yours to visit. In fact, we are 
already making arrangements to show you 
just as many of them as we can possibly do 
in one afternoon in automobiles. Remember, 
come with your history lesson prepared. 

But-the main thing right now is just a 
word of greeting and to tell you that we 
are more than delighted with the opportun- 
ity of having you with us. The Chamber 
of Commerce will do its share in making 
every minute of your time enjoyable, and 
takes this opportunity of extending to all 
of you a most hearty invitation to be with 


us next July. 
_& — 


POINTED PARAGRAPHS 


Did you ever stop to think who’s to blame 
when your League doesn’t seem to go just 
right? Don’t you know that’ one person 
with enthusiasm and determination can 
make most anything go that’s “go-able’’? 
And we ’low that the Luther League is a 
“oo-able” institution. Now, all together! 
Let’s see if we have learned the lesson for 
today. “One Leaguer plus enthusiasm plus 
determination makes it go.” Let’s go! 

A Luther League President without 
“pep” is like a Ford without gasoline—he 
never gets anywhere. 

A Luther League Welcoming Committee 
on the job at Sunday School, Church and 
Luther League devotional meetings helps 
wonderfully. Try it. 

Have you ever seen a bird with two per- 
fectly good wings try to fly with one of 
them? No, sonny, but you have seen a Lu- 
ther League president try to carry a League 
to Success Peak without laying definite 
plans for getting the co-operation of every 
member. And they got just as far with it 
as a one-winged bird, too. 

There’s just one place where enthusiasm 
seems out of place. That’s a funeral. 
Don’t make your League social and devo- 
tional meetings cemetery affairs, 


Being a Leader on Sunday Night 


BY DAN B. BRUMMITT. 
(Reprinted and Adapted from “The Efficient Epworthian.”’) 


HERE are four great divisions of the 
leader’s work. Every time a leaguer 
is appointed to lead the devotional 

meeting he should marshal his forces as 
indicated by these divisions. For the sake 
of their memory value, the key words of 
the divisions may be given thus: Prepara- 
tion, Plan, Progress, Purpose. And there 
are three words in each division. 

Three things are to be done in the prep- 
aration for the devotional meeting. The 
leader’s fitness for his work will be 
demonstrated as much by the quality and 
quantity of his preparation as by any one 
thing. 

The first essential of the leader’s prepara- 
tion is that it shall be early. Sunday after- 
noon at half past four is at least two weeks 
too late. Many a leader has unhappy 
memories of the Sunday afternoon immedi- 
ately preceding the meeting for which he 
was responsible. He had been to church 
and had come home to a good dinner. He 
had perhaps enjoyed a comfortable after 
dinner nap. Then at half past four he 
awoke to the appalling consciousness that in 
two hours he was due at the League room 
to take charge of the service. 

The first thing he thought of, after the 
immediate heart sinking had somewhat 
passed away, was to find “The Luther 
League Review” with its notes on the 
topic, but that particular number had dis- 
appeared. The next expedient, and usually 
a successful one, was to call on the pastor 
and borrow his paper. Many a pastor’s 
file is only half complete because of such 
borrowings. 

But in spite’ of having the paper, the 
meeting is so imminent that the panic feel- 
ing is in the air. No careful reading of 
the notes is possible, nor any ordered search 
for other material in Bible or commentary. 
It is always easy to identify a meeting 
whose leadership began, continued, and 
ended in this mood of panic, due to the 

_late beginning of preparation. 

There are two great reasons for early 
preparation. One is that it gives time for 
the fullest possible study, and the other 
that it gives opportunity for one’s own 
daily experience to suggest as it inevitably 
will, a large number of illustrative and 
suggestive ideas which bear on the theme. 
When once our attention is centered on any 
subject, it seems that all life, both our own 
and the world’s, begins to make contribu- 
tions to that subject. 

Then, if the leader is going to ask any 
people to help, as he will if he is wise, he 


must give them as much time for prepara- 
tion as he gives himself. 

The leader’s preparation should be not 
only early, but independent. It cannot be 
independent without being early, but it 
may easily be slavish, no matter how early 
it is begun. ~ 

There is an abundance of helps for the 
devotional meeting, but in many cases these 
helps are grossly misused. They are not 
meant to be substitutes for the leader’s own 
thinking, nor are they offered as crutches 
to help his limping feet through the difficult 
ways of the League hour. They are not 
meant to be taken as though they were 
food for the sick and the weak, who must 
needs have predigested nourishment. 

Least of all are they to be used as 
though the leader were merely a phono- 
graph, able to say over and over again, 
“JT have.been very busy this week and have 
not had much time to prepare, but I have 
found something in the REVIEW which is 
so much better than anything that I could 
say that I will read that.” 

This statement is doubly unhappy; be- 
sides being a confession of weakness and 
failure, it is also far from being true. No 
matter how forceful or brilliant the extract 
from the paper may be, it is in every case 
less desirable and less usable for the 
particular need of the hour than the 
leader’s own remarks, however imperfect 
these may seem. 

The leader’s preparation must above all 
be intelligent. This may seem a needless 
caution, but long experience has shown 
that many a meeting fails because the 
leader has not distinctly grasped the topic. 
And so the meeting flounders, in a fog-bank 
of vagueness and guesswork. 

One Sunday night the topic was “€um- 
berers of the Ground,” and the Scripture 
lesson, the story of the barren fig tree— 
“Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
ground?” 

The leader had been twice misled, once 
by the similarity in sound between words 
which had no kinship of meaning, and once 
by that snare of the unwary, the Concord- 
ance. He had forgotten that the Concord- 
ance, even when used on the proper words, 
is after all a concordance of words only, 
and not of ideas. . 

And so, when a reference slip was handed 
to one attendant at that meeting, he looked 
up the Scripture, and then, to save a 
greater embarrassment, he lost the slip so 
that it could not be found when the refer. 
ence was called for. He lost it because 
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the meeting which was already vague 
enough, would have been entirely disorgan- 
ized if he had read the extract from Isaiah 
1:8, for which the slip called—“as a lodge 
in a garden of cucumbers.” To many 
people that would have been an accidental 
bit of accuracy, for they consider that if 
any vegetable is a ecumberer of the ground 
it is the cucumber. But that had nothing to 
do with the topic. 

Let the leader ask himself in all his 
preliminary survey of his material: “Do 
I really know what this topic means? Do 
I understand its whole significance? Do I 
see its bearing on today’s life and today’s 
thinking? Can I talk about it without run- 
ning for refuge to pious platitudes or empty 
phrases? Can I put the meaning of the 
theme into clear, simple, definite language 
of my own?” 

Now comes the PLAN of the meeting. 
It must needs be considered, of course, in 
connection with the preparation. And it 
will determine at many points the kind of 
preparation to be made. 

First, then, the plan of the meeting should 
be definite. A leader who expects to ac- 
complish something with his single hour of 
opportunity must marshall his material and 
construct an outline program covering the 
sixty minutes which have been given him. 

A program implies a point of departure, 
a direction of movement and a point of ar- 
rival. It should be a sort of railway 
schedule, but with this difference, that 
plenty of opportunities should be allowed 
for variations and stopovers. If a leader 
has no program, he will be at the mercy, 
at some point of the meeting, of people 
whose intentions are thoroughly good, but 
whose habit of religious testimony is so 
fixed that it cannot adjust itself to varying 
themes. 

A person of this description arises in 
nearly every meeting, and instead of 
speaking on the topic of the evening, gives a 
rather familiar and intensely personal bit 
of experience. It is the sort that has been 
heard so often that it starts similar mental 
movements in other persons. 

The second speaker will carry the sub- 
conscious feeling of the meeting a little 
further from the appointed subject than 
the first. The third will continue the pro- 
cess. And in a few moments all attention 
to the topic has disappeared entirely from 
the meeting. 

With a program clearly defined in the 
leader’s mind, this distraction cannot occur. 
He will always know what he desires to do 
next. He will be able to swing the dis- 
cussion back to its original center. He can 
permit all manner of excursions from the 
main line of the meeting’s thought because 
he has something to come back to. 
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Another advantage of the program is 
that the meeting will have proportion and 
balance. It will not spend all the time on 
a single and subordinate phase of the sub- 
ject. It will not miss connections with the 
purpose for which the meeting is called 
and will not end with the main business of 
the evening untouched and unreached. 

The leader who has a program which 
progresses logically from one point to the 
next will be spared the humiliation of 
ending the meeting up in the air, with 
nothing distinct or final resulting from it, 
and no complete idea to be carried away 
by those who have been present. 

The second element in the plan is that it 
shall be cooperative. The leader is only 
the leader. He is not the whole meeting. 
Moreover, if he does not secure followers, 
how is he the leader? Every meeting should 
have some six to twenty participants whose 
work has been planned for them by the 
leader. 

In the construction of his program he 
will provide that certain members shall 
read the lessons and make brief comments 
on them, that others shall speak for a 
minute each on some element of the eve- 
ning’s theme, that others shall present 
striking illustrations which throw light up- 
on the subject. Still others will refer to 
parallel Scriptures and their significance, 
while as a rule, at least half a dozen may 
be assigned simple questions for study and 
answer. ‘ 

The ways of providing cooperation are 
innumerable, and the value of it is beyond 
question. The more people who can be 
enlisted in the preparation for the meeting. 
the better the meeting will be, and the better 
the feeling on the part of all who have 
shared in it. 

This cooperative participation reinforces 
the necessity for an early start in planning 
the meeting. It is not only unfair, but al- 
most always unsuccessful, to put off asking 
people to help until the meeting is under 
way. A leader who must announce a hymn, 
in order to get time for a rapid journey 
around the room pleading with members 
by the way, accomplishes nothing but the 
advertisement of his own unreadiness. 

The third element of the plan is that 
it must be alluring. A very large part of 
the meeting’s value will be in its power 
to capture the attention of those who have 
not been formally invited to do anything. 

The simplest possible method of accom- 
plishing this result, if plenty of cooperation 
has been arranged for in advance, is to 
make an appeal through the eye of the 
audience as well as through its ear. A big 
sheet of paper or a blackboard, with ques- 


- tions on the topie displayed thereon will 


do more to hold the attention of the meeting 
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to the leader and the subject than. thirty 
minutes of eloquence. 

If these questions are put in the first 
or second person, and phrased with a cer- 
tain amount of human feeling, they will 
go far toward abolishing the dismal pauses 
and the pointless testimony which spoil so 
many meetings. It is easy for people to 
take part in a devotional meeting only when 
it is made easy for them. The thing does 
not happen of its own accord. It is won 
by forehanded and intelligent planning. 

The third great word of the meeting is 
PROGRESS. What about the actual 
course of the service? What shall mark 
the passing of the sixty minutes between 
6.30 and °7.30? 

The words that answer this question are 
all imperatives. The first is Lead. You 
are the leader; do you be the leader? 
Retain control of the meeting from start 
to finish. This does not mean that you 
are to talk all the time. It means rather 
that you are not to talk very much any 
of the time, but that your words are to 
furnish the thread on which all the other 
words of the meeting are strung. 

If at any moment you surrender control 
of the meeting, your program is also sur- 
rendered, and the meeting is at the mercy 
of general aimlessness. Never permit 
yourslf to make the inane and untrue 
-announcement, coupled as it is to a vain 
hope, “The meeting is now in your hands; 
I trust you will not let the time go to 
waste.” 

It is the leader’s business to see that 
nothing that happens shall defeat the pur- 
pose of the meeting. He must be able to 
relate to that purpose every apparently 
unrelated thing which befalls. If it has no 
application, he must make one for it. 

Especially at the end of the hour is it 
vital that the leader shall indeed be the 
leader. All the profit of the meeting de- 
pends on that. It is better to endure a 
leaderless meeting for the first fifty-five 
minutes than to suffer a meeting to be 
leaderless in the last five minutes. - 

Another function of the leader’s position 
is that he shall guard the meeting. He can 
do much of this through his preliminary 
arrangements. He can see that no dis- 
turbing incidentals are provided for. He 
can make sure that the special music shall 
contribute to the total impression rather 
than weaken it. He will see to it that no 
zealous committee chairman is permitted 
to spoil the climax of the impressive meet- 
ing by interjecting the announcement of a 
Poverty Social next Friday night. 

The devotional meeting is not a bulletin 
board. It is not its chief function to 
furnish an advertising opportunity for 
other meetings yet to come. It has one 
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theme, one direction, one goal. The leader 
is under bond to see that these are pro- 
tected from irrevelant material, meaningless 
comment, aimless testimony, and pointless 
sentiment. 

The leader is not only to guard the 
meeting; he is to guide the meeting. And 
the essence of perfect guidance is the 
absence of all mechanical expedients and 
all compulsion. No leader who guided will 
number his references, for instance, and 
then call for them by number. He will 
put all the machinery in the background. 

He will pay as much attention before- 
hand to the mechanics of the service as the 
choir leader does in rehearsal to the tech- 
nique of the anthem, leaving nothing to 
interfere with the uplift and inspiration 
of the final rendition. He will arrange 
that the several speakers shall do their part 
with little or no announcement. 

This is simple enough if he will give each 
one his cue. And that is not deception. 
It is the elimination of everything that 
would prevent the meeting from going 
straight through by its ordained path to 
its desired haven. 

We have gone through the work before 
the meeting and during the meeting. What 
about the results of the meeting? What is 
its purpose? Without a definite purpose 
it is of no large significance. 

The first result which every devotional 
meeting should produce is what may be 
called, for want of a better word, inspira- 
tion. That is to say, at the close of the 
meeting everybody ought to feel that it 
has been a really good, wholesome, spiritual 
hour. There should be a consciousness of 
cxaltation, though sometimes not so marked 
as at others. 

But, besides inspiration, there must be in 
the aim of the meeting a certain concen- 
tration. Some single result, sincerely de- 
sired and truly worth attaining, ought to. 
spring out of this hour of consecration and 
serious thought. Very often the theme of 
the meeting will suggest what this definite 
result should be. A moment of deep and 
searching self-dedication may be the mect- 
ing’s climax, or, what is quite as truly re- 
ligious, a gift to some significant enterprise 
of the Church or the League. The possible 
outcomes of League meetings are multitu- 
dinous in their variety, and there is no need 
that any meeting should fail to produce at 
least one bit of worth while fruit. 

Last of all, perhaps best of all, the pur- 
pose of the devotional meeting should be 
devotion. It is in essence a worship meet- 
ing. Its origin and explanation are bound 
up in the consciousness that the members 
have come together to utilize the mystery 
of prayer. They do not use prayer as mere 

(Continued on page 83) 


The Young People’s Society at Worship 


BY_REYV..C. P. HARRY: 


HE worship of a Young People’s So- 
ciety should be group worship. There 
is a difference between group worship 

and private worship which is not always 
noted. As a result, what is called group or 
congregational worship is often nothing 
more than aggregate worship—a number of 
people saying prayers at the same time and 
place. Group worship should unite the 
whole group in one great act of devotion. 
It should express their united prayer, 
whether of praise, adoration or petition. 
Anything that tends to disturb the unity of 
the group should be debarred and that 
which tends to build up and express united 
devotion should be used. Everything that 
is done frequently tends to become habitual. 
Cultivating group worship is cultivating a 
habit of united prayer. It becomes easier 
and better the longer it is rightly cultivated 
and practised. I will indicate a few ways 
in which group worship may be brought 
about and I will try to show how in pro- 
gressing from the more formal and less 
democratic to the less formal and more 
democratic, group worship in spiritual unity 
is cultivated. 

All worship consists of two elements, 
prayer and meditation (technically, sacri- 
ficial and sacramental). In prayer we ad- 
dress ourselves to God; in meditation we 
wait before Him that Me may address Him- 
self to us. These two elements usually ap- 
pear under three forms—the hymns and 
music the “prayers” and the lesser medi- 
tation, sermon, paper or “topic.” 

HYMNS AND Music IN GRoUP WORSHIP. 


The aim in group worship is to build up 
and express a common group feeling—a 
real spiritual unity and aspiration felt by 
each and uplifting to every one. Music 
and poetry are especially fitting means of 
expressing and arousing feeling, so that 
their combination in the singing of hymns 
is a particularly strong means of group 
worship. Several matters should be noted 
in the use of hymns. The music and the 
sentiment of the hymns chosen should fit 
each other. Very often in popular hymnals 
they do not. To sing words expressive of 
repentance or grief to a tune that is bright 
and gay is an obvious mistake. The feelings 
aroused by the tune counteract the feelings 
aroused by, the words. Be sure that the 
tune and the words fit. 

It is quite as important that both the 
tunes and the words chosen fit the senti- 
ment of the worshippers on the occasion 
when they are used. Good Friday hymns 
should not be sung on Easter or hymns ex- 
pressive of an advanced stage of theological 


thought chosen for a group of plain people 
whose faith is deep and genuine, but not 
closely defined. The hymns and tunes must 
really express the thoughts and feelings of 
the group using them at the time when 
they are sung. If not, the spirit of ardor 
in worship will be cooled and hypocrisies 
developed. Much harm is done by hypoc- 
risy in hymn singing. 

As just indicated, the hymns and their 
tunes must be kept within the comprehen- 
sion of the group. Many tunes are beyond 
the musical grasp of those who attempt to 
sing them. They do not express the 
thoughts and feelings of their hearts. To 
sing them is hypocrisy and the spirit is 
unstirred. This seems to me to be an error 
of most of our Lutheran collections. There 
are too many hymn tunes which are mu- 
sically incomprehensible to the average 
young American. In any case, in seeking 
to develop group worship at the devotional 
meeting of the society, begin with well- 
known and loved tunes, easy to sing and 
a delight, then proceed as far as need be 
with more difficult tunes. and more 
abstruse words, always keeping with- 
in the comprehension of the group and seek- 
ing by the succession of hymns to really 
develop and express the growing unity of 
devotion in the group. A thorough knowl- 
edge of the hymnal and of the hymns known 
by the group is essential, if the leader is 
to do this with skill. It is well to stop oc- 
casionally to explain or at least call atten- 
tion to particular points in the words or 
music which may be obscure to the group 
or which may be especially helpful in build- 
ing up the group worship. 

Special music, vocal or instrumental, by 
soloists or choir may be used to advantage 
at proper points, if it is introduced only to 
further the unity of devotion in the group. 
The difficulty with using special music is 
that it tends to become spectacular or mere- 
ly entertaining instead of contributing to 
the development of group worship. Another 
difficulty is that sometimes the direction 
the group worship takes is other than was 
anticipated and the use of special music 
prepared would interrupt the worship in- 
stead of contributing to it. To use it would 
spoil the group worship; not to use it would 
probably offend the performers unless it ‘is 
clearly understood that their assistance is 
desired, but that it may not be possible to 
use it. 

It is clear from the foregoing that the 
handling of a meeting for group worship 
should be in the hands of a leader who 
knows the group, the hymnal and who is 
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able to sense the movement of the group 
spirit. One of the frequent mistakes of our 
devotional meetings is that anyone who 
will do it, is allowed to lead. The result 
is the meeting is colorless and dead. In 
fact, the group as a group frequently fails 
to secure any semblance of united thought 
and feeling in worship. We should encour- 
age all to take part in the meeting; but the 
leader should be carefully selected and 
trained, so that he may be able to build up 
united worship in the group in the meeting 
of which he has charge. There is nothing 
more inspiring than real group-worship. 
The magnificent surges of feeling and the 
sweep of majestic or tender thought in 
group worship cannot be duplicated else- 
where. Such results depend upon the 
humble spirit of the members of the group 
and the skill and devotion of the leader. 


PRAYER IN GROUP WORSHIP. 


Group prayer may take several forms. I 
am indicating six of them below. It will 
be noted that the order in which they are 
mentioned proceeds from the formal and 
less democratic to the informal and more 
democratic. I believe this order represents 
also the order in which it is best to culti- 
vate group worship in a group which has 
not yet attained to it. The formal is neces- 


sary in low stages of devotion so that - 


weaker souls may be aroused and guided by 
those more devout and experienced. As we 
grow strong in spirit we will more and 
more need an informal type of worship in 
order not to impede the movement of the 
living Spirit in our hearts. I trust that 
our church and especially our young peo- 
ple’s societies will never be content to abide 
in the use of a prescribed liturgy. Groups 
may conduct worship by means of the Set 
Prayer, the Litany or Responsive Liturgy 
Form, “Free”! Prayers, the Bidding Form, 
Group Free Prayer, Corporate Silence. 
Just a word on each. 

1. The Set Prayer is a prayer written 
down and read or recited—as the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Collects of the Common Service 
Book, the “general prayers,” the “suggested 
prayers” in many topic and meeting helps. 
They are read or recited by the leader, the 
group following silently, or they may be 
read or recited in unison. They afford op- 
portunity for real group worship of a pas- 
sive kind, but afford little opportunity for 
group expression even when carefully se- 
lected to fit the time and the group. 

2. The Litany or Responsive Liturgy 
form. Examples are the Litany and the 
Services of the Common Service Book. The 
leader makes statements or prayers and 
the group appropriates them or adds others 
in responses of its own. This also affords 
true group worship. It affords valu- 
able help for groups of low spiritual 
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vitality and it may even be used with 
advantage where that is not the case. It 
lacks adaptability and tends to become me- 
chanical, “artistic” and finally artificial. 
The group can have no initiative, once the 
form is established and its worship is bent 
rather than expressed. 

3. The “Free” Prayer is a prayer by 
some one person requested or appointed to 
pray. In it the thought and worship of the 
group are directed and expressed by the 
person making the prayer. There may be 
genuine group worship, if all in the group 
follow heartily and the leader is sufficiently 
sensitive to the movement of the group feel- 
ing about him. There can be little group 
initiative apart from that. It tends to be- 
come subjective and oratorical, for effect 
rather than as an expression of the wor- 
ship of the group. 

4. The Bidding Form. In this form the 
leader suggests the objects of the prayers, 
while each member of the group offers 
prayer in silence. Here, too, unless the 
leader is sensitive to the group, the worship 
will be warped rather than expressed, and 
fellowship in worship will be hindered cor- 
respondingly. However, the form of the 
leader’s words will not be an encumbrance 
since he suggests only the subjects leaving 
each member to lift his heart to God in his 
own way. - 

5. Group Free Prayer begins in silence 
which is broken as one after another, the 
members of the group are aroused to ex- 
press- vocally that which is moving in their 
hearts. The form is familiar in college 
prayer groups and elsewhere. It is per- 
haps the freest and permits among truly 
spiritual persons the finest type of group 
worship. 

6. Corporate Silence. The group hows in 
silent prayer, the general subjects of which | 
may or may not be announced at the begin- 
ning or from time to time during the course 
of the meeting or as requested by the mem- 
bers of the group. Those to whom this form 
of group prayer may be new and unfamiliar 
will find many interesting suggestions in 
two books by Cyril Hepher, published by the 
Macmillans, one entitled The Fellowship of 
Silence, and the other, The Fruits of Si- 
lence. 

Perhaps it ought to be said that in gen- 
eral larger and more complex groups will 
have to confine themselves to the formal 
and less democratic forms for the best re- 
sults. In proportion as a group is homo- 
genous and deeply spiritual, forms will 
slough off and free corporate prayer, both 
silent and vocal, will supplant them. 


Meditation in Group Worship. 


By meditation, I mean waiting on God for 
His Word. It is the “sacramental” ele- 
ment in worship. The sacraments of Bap- 
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tism and the Holy Communion will not be 
discussed here as they seldom have place in 
a Young People’s Society at worship. 

Real worship always includes meditation. 
We not only call on God in prayer, but we 
wait for Him to speak to us in meditation. I 
will mention six forms of group meditation 
corresponding in a general way to the six 
forms of group prayer just described. They 
are the Set Lesson, the Sermon Form, the 
Paper and Testimony Form, the Simple 
Testimony Form, the Silence and Testimony 
Form and the Corporate Silence. Just a 
word on each. 


1. The Set Lesson is the “lesson” usually 
from scripture or some other devotional 
reading. It is read by the leader or some 
one appointed. The group listens. 

2. The Sermon Form is defined by its 
name. A paper is read or a discourse deliv- 
ered to which the group contributes nothing 
but its attention. In both of these forms 
there is group meditation in following him 
who has written or is speaking in the Spirit. 
The group adds nothing. What is read or 
said would have been just the same had 
there been no group. 

8. The Paper and Testimony Form is 
that in which a paper is presented, usually 
on an assigned subject, and after that other 


members of the group are free to contribute. 


their testimony on the same subject. I 
would like to call attention to the use I am 
making of two words. By subject, I mean 
a devotional theme. This paper is on the 
group at worship. Themes for devotion 
are different from those for instruction or 
information. It seems to me that some- 
times the reason why devotional meetings 
fail to arouse devotion, is that the themes 
assigned are sometimes such that they 
should be treated in another meeting, not 
._ In a meeting for worship, and that some- 
times perfectly good themes are handled in 
essay rather than devotional form. The 
other word is “testimony.” Discussion has 
no place in a devotional meeting in which 
we are seeking to build up a unity of spir- 
itual aspiration. ‘The topic is open for 
discussion,” is frequently heard in young 
people’s devotional meetings. The topic, 
or better, “theme” of devotion assigned 
should not be “discussed,” but those who 
can bear testimony of the Lord’s grace in 
harmony with the theme and to the edifi- 
cation of all should be urged to “tell of all 
the great things the Lord hath done for 
them.” 

This form is an advance on the two pre- 
ceding, but the testimony is still limited to 
the theme, as colored-by the paper. 

4. The Simple Testimony Form. In this 
a theme is announced and each contributes 
his testimony on that basis as led by the 


Qnirit. 
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5. The Silence and Testimony, no theme 
is announced, but each gives his testimony 
to Gospel grace as seems most edifying 
to him in the Spirit. This is the finest 
form of group meditation among those 
who are deeply devout. It will be fruit- 
less or fail very quickly among the un- 
spiritual or shallow. 

6. Corporate Silence, where all wait to- 
gether before God and each receives His 
grace and Spirit in company with the 
others, but without the spoken word. 

As in the forms of group prayer, these 
last two can only be sustained by spirit- 
ually minded and experienced souls. The 
more formal and less democratic forms 
will have to be used until deeper life is 
engendered; or these heights of group wor- 
ship may be sought only occasionally and 
after due preparation on the part both of 
the leader and the whole group. For most 
societies a combination of these forms for 
regular meetings will be most convenient, 
always keeping in mind that the form sug- 
gested here is intended to be only a help 
until pure group worship may be support- 
ed fruitfully without it. 

Beg'n the meeting with corporate silence 
for at least two or three minutes. Note 
this is the beginning, not a silence before 
you begin. Follow with a soft devotional 
musical prelude, instrumental or by a few 
low voices unaccompanied. 

Then let the hymn singing begin, lead- 
ing into deeper and deeper unity of wor- 
ship and feeling, assisted at- times by 
special music of an appropriate content. 
Probably not less than three or more than 
nine hymns should be used. 

Intersperse the hymns with prayers and 
silences as the spirit leads the group. The 
prayers may be by the leader, the mem- 
bers freely or appointed as the demands 
of the group and the occasion condition. 

When there is deep devotion and the 
singing and prayers have led up to the 
central theme of the meeting, have the 
group wait in silence and then let the les- 
son be read and the paper and testimonies 
be given. ' 

Follow with silence and prayers on the 
theme and with one or more hymns as may 
be most helpful to the group or expressive 
of its worship, ending in corporate silence, 
all kneeling, if possible. From which the 
group should pass out to bring the fruits 
of its devotion to perfection in loving 
service to men and faithfulness to God. 


—s— 


—Miss Hdith Pictou Turbonvill has_ been 
licensed to preach in the parish church at North 
Somercotes, Lincolnshire, the Lord Bishop con- 
senting. The choice of her text for her opening 
sermon created some amusement. She found it 


The Crucial Hour of the Church 


“Father The Hour is Come” 


BY REY. G 


66 VERY hour of a man’s life is im- 
portant. But some hours seem to 
be of special significance, hours 

and moments into which are compressed 
great issues—moments which are culmina- 
tions of days, months, years, and centuries, 
or are the beginning of new principles, new 
ideals, and new eras.” 

This truth is illustrated in the life of 
Jesus, especially as we see Him at the close 
of life as here portrayed. He came to offer 
His Sacerdotal Prayer and endure His 
struggle in the Garden as the Son of God 
and Son of Man. It is the end of His mis- 
sion. It is His culmination hour, the cru- 
cial hour. But it is also the hour when He 
will open up a new world and a new Way 
to the Father. It is the end of His Humili- 
ation, it is the beginning of His Exaltation. 
He is closing one door. He is opening an- 
other. 

This principle is often seen in the life of 
the state and in the life of the Church, as 
well as in the individual, man. Example: 
The conflict of 1776 was a struggle for in- 
dividual freedom as exhibited in the Pil- 
grim fathers, and was the beginning of 
republics in this Western Hemisphere from 
Maine to Patagonia. The conflict of 1862- 
65 was the culmination of 1776 as it affected 
our own internal national life. The recent 
world struggle was the culmination of 1776 
and 1862, as it affected our world ideal. 
‘Each struggle closes an epoch, but seems 
to be the forerunner of another still 
greater. 

The same principle is seen in the life of 
the Church. The life, work and death of 
Christ is seen in the triumph of the Chris- 
tian ideal over the Roman state. The Ref- 
ormation is the triumph of Truth and the 
individual over the ideal of the Institution 
of the Church and the divine right of kings. 
And now the Church finds herself in the 
third great period of her crucial hour since 
the birth of her Saviour. 

It is a crucial hour. A testing hour. 
The culmination of some ages. However, 
we believe also the open door to opportu- 
nities. 

There has been a slaughter of 7,000,000 
lives. Might was crushed, right enthroned. 
Our sons saved the world for democracy. 
They did their work well. But we must fin- 
ish the task. We must make a better world 
out of the world engaged in war. Much de- 
pends upon our actions—either for good or 
evil. “Gentlemen,” said Clemenceau, a few 
days after the armistice was signed, to a 
group of French senators who waylaid him 
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with congratulations, “our difficult time is 
just approaching. It is harder to win peace 
than to win war.” If we are negligent in 
the hour of victory we may lose some things 
which we won and were meant for our ad- 
vancement. 

We have shown ourselves worthy of the 
patriotism and loyalty of war. We must 
now prove our patriotism and loyalty of 
peace. It is very often harder to live for a 
cause than to die for it. Abraham Lincoln 
realized this when he said on the famous 
field of Gettysburg: “It is for us the living 
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus far 
so nobly advanced. It is for us to be here 
dedicated to the great task remaining be- 
fore us—that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of 
their devotion.” What then is the call of 
the hour? 

I. The Hour Calls Upon Us Christians (Lu- 
ther Leaguers) to Find the Soul of 
the Church. 

Observe the Master in this crucial hour. 
He prays for God to glorify Him, that the 
Trinity might become incarnate in the 
world. “All may be one.” In the next 
chapter He prays that He may do God’s will, 
so that he may show himself in a bloody 
sacrifice in unselfish love. 

The recent struggle for America was a 
great boon. She found her real soul. In 
1492 the soil of America was discovered. 
In 1917-18 America found her soul, when 
she offered her sons, not for materialism, 
not for conquest, not for commercialism, 
not for gaining aught, but that humanity 
might be free, and thus give to the world 
what she herself had found to be her sa- 
ered boon, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” That ideal won the war. It is 
the great paradox of the Christian ideal, 
“To lose life is to save it.” 

This high ideal was set up by the Pilgrim 
fathers, and they brought it with them 
from Europe. It was the civil liberty ad- 
vocated at Worms in 1521, ‘the liberty of 
the individual Christian man.’ Luther 
found that man in the person of Christ. 
It was that Christ which the world had lost 
in the Church at Rome. 

Sin in its last analysis brought on the 
world war. The wages of sin is death. 
The gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ. Hence where the world made its 
great mistake was when it turned from the 
Christ. Example: Vienna, 1814. 

The Church must give to the world the 
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Christ. This is the center of our theology. 
The burden of our message. The command, 
“Teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded.” It is life. Ex- 
ample: The Old Testament believer had a 
mystery, “the serpent in the wilderness.” 
How that could save the dying Israelite in 
the camp no one dared to answer, but it 
did. That serpent pointed to Christ. 
The Christ is the fulfillment of the Ser- 
pent on the Cross. It was this Christ 
that Nicodemus had lost, “The Son of Man 
be lifted up.’”’ The Saviour rightly said, 
“T, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Me.” Dear Luther Leaguers, we need to 
lift up this Christ. Our topics must be 
more spiritual. Our Reading Course should 
have one book, “The Life of Christ.” We 
must find our soul. 

II. The Hour Calls Upon Us Christians 

(Luther Leaguers) to Find the Soul 
of Man. 

Christ’s crucial hour is the manifesta- 
tion of His human nature. Nowhere is 
there such an exhibition of thoughtfulness 
for His disciples, for His Church, for the 
world. He seeks companionship, He craves 
sympathy, He feels for the disciples whom 
He must leave in the world. He does every- 
thing in His power to provide for and com- 
fort them. The very soul of His human 
nature is revealed. 

Our recent world war overthrew a great 
monster—sin. Unconsciously we had drift- 
ed into a sort of caste system. There was 
a great gulf fixed between the rich and the 
poor; between capital and labor; between 
the mistress and maid; between white and 
black, ete. There was more or less of a 
class hatred. We had lost our fine feelings 
of human brotherhood. and true welfare 
and sympathy for one another. 

But how soon were these destroyed when 
we united to overthrow a common enemy of 
our ideals. The sons of the rich could not 
be distinguished from the sons of the poor; 
capital and labor vied with one another, 
and most every one was 100 per cent. effi- 
cient. Mistress and maid worked side by 
side in the work of the Red Cross and on 
the battlefield; the white and the black, the 
Italian and the American, fought side by 
side. Each was interested in the welfare 
of the other. They knew no wall of sepa- 
ration. In order to help one another the 
laws of physical health were enforced; the 
evil of the drink traffic removed; men part- 
ed with their wealth and recognized their 
stewardship as never before. We rested 
on God, but we also were interested in the 
environment of man. 

Dear fellow Christians and Luther 
Leaguers, we must again find the Chris- 
tian common brotherhood; that ideal that 
was set up in the early Church. That ideal 
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for which Luther strove in the priesthood 
of believers. That, being redeemed of God, 
we are saved to save our fellow men. That 
when washed in the blood of the Lamb, we 
are tied to one another by a blood govern- 
ment which stops not in its sacrifice when 
it has preached, but that serves to change 
the environment as well as to care for all 
the ills of life. Man is a social, economic, 
industrial, ethical, moral as well as a spir- 
itual being, and we must manifest in this 
new age that brotherhood in the affairs of 
the world, so when He exercises His faith 
in the arena of life, He may find you and 
me, and all other Christians, striving to 
assist him, as truly as when on the Lord’s 
Day we teach from the revealed page. 

For in the warfare against sin we are in 
the spiritual trenches, and we need the sym- 
pathetic heart and the helpful hand. 

III. The Hour Calls Upon Us Christians 
(Luther Leaguers) to Return to the 
Word of God. 

Nowhere is sin so manifest as in that 
crucial hour of the Son of God. It is press- 
ing Him on every hand. He can trust no 
one. It seems as if the very powers of hell 
were weighing down upon Him, He turns 
to His Father for strength, and to find 
again what is His perfect and good will. 
Finding this he goes forth to conquer. 

When in 1914 the Great War broke forth 
we all stood aghast. We could not at first 
believe that such frightfulness in human 
atrocities were possible in a so-called in- 
telligent and scientific people. We could 
not believe that the home of the Reforma- 
tion could have fallen in such awful disre- 
pute. It was then that we drew down our 
books, and philosophies, and literature, and 
sociology, and socialism, and scanned anew 
the writings of Kant, Fichte, Spinoza, 
Schelling, Schiller and Goethe; then we 
saw anew the evils of the day. We ob- 
served how they had left “the good old 
paths of God” to wander in the fields of 
rationalism; to plow with the heifers of 
unbelief; to assume their own righteous- 
ness, instead of that offered by a merciful 
Father through His beloved Son on Cal- 
vary. Everywhere we saw displayed the 
might of man instead of the right of God. 
Czsar was held in honor, more than the 
King of Kings. Secretary Lansing uttered 
a great truth when he said: “Materialism 
was largely responsible for this war. We 
must not sink back to the same level. A 
strong and vital spirituality ought to dom- 
inate mankind, so that we may rise above 
the greed and selfishness which have cor- 
rupted mankind and distorted the ideals 
and purposes of life.” 

We must seek to vitalize the world anew 


‘with a strong and dominant personality, 


and this can only be accomplished by a re- 
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newed study in the Scriptures. This is the 
source of our strength. The Church faces 
each new epoch with new problems, new 
tasks, new duties, but she comes to the new 
epoch with the same mission, with the same 
unchanging power of truth. The truth is 
the only remedy for the dying world. “Ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free.” “Ye must be born again.” 
“The children of the truth” are the ones 
who are “born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” 

The Church aided the State in 1917 in 
the right manner. She placed a New Tes- 
tament in the hands of each soldier. She 
followed him with her pastors, camp pas- 
tors, chaplains in navy and army. She saw 
that his environment was good by placing 
in the field the workers of the Y. M. C. A. 
She urged the pastor to keep in touch with 
the spiritual son with letters. Prayers 
were uttered with every service. We did 
not forget the men at the front with the 
Word and Means of Grace. 

Shall we betray our trust now? Shall 
we do less for him at home where he is 
near the domestic altar and the Church, 
than we did when he was in a strange land 
and amid strange people? 

We need to make our topics spiritual. 
We need to interpret them in a spiritual 
manner. We need to make our devotional 
meetings filled with the spirit of Christ. 

Our League had fallen into an evil habit. 
We were drifting into the social, educa- 
tional and entertainment realm, instead of 
the spiritual. We need to take heed to our 
ways. I like that picture of the Apostle in 
Ephesians 6:10-18, when he closes his ex- 
hortation on our duty to the Church when 
he says: “Finally, brethren, what remains 
for you to do, surrounded by principalities, 
powers, rulers of the world’s darkness, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places,” is “to 
put on the whole armor of God; to be strong 
in the Lord,” etc. 


IV. The Hour Calls Upon Us Christians 

- (Luther Leaguers) to Enlarge Our 

: Vision. 

Notice Christ here. He is not consider- 
ing Himself. He is thinking of heaven, the 
Father’s will, then the earth and the sin. 
Then the disciples, the Church, and the 
world that shall believe. 

The war gave us so many ideals to in- 
tensify our missionary ideals and princi- 
ples. What were they? 

1. To rid ourselves of war. 
curse. To hate sin. 

2. To assume human freedom vs. auto- 
cratic governments. 

3. To establish international righteous- 
ness. 


It was a 
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4. To use our strength for service. 

5. To prepare the way for a new order 
of truth, justice and righteousness. 

Translated for the Church: 

1. Vision of sin. 

2. To free mankind. 

8. That there is a standard of right. 

4. That we are our brother’s keeper. 

5. To this end I must spend my strength, 
my purse, my talents, my life. 


V. The Hour Calls for Service and Sacrifice. 


In Christ’s Crucial Hour. He does not 
choose the easy way. It is the Via Dolo- 
rosa, the way of suffering, the way of the 
Valley of Sorrows. But this led him to the 
Mount of Triumph. The garden of suffer- 
ing touched the Mount of Olives. Hence 
the end of humiliation was the birth hour 
of His exaltation. 

Was not that our attitude in the hour of 
the struggle in the state to attain our ideal? 
There was no choosing of the easy way. 
He was considered a slacker who dared to 
hold back talent, gift or service. It was 
that great ideal of freedom, coupled with a 
self-surrender to do all in our strength, 
that won for us the ideal of our liberty 
among the nations of the world. 

The Church faces a new day, with new 
opportunities. Thank God that we have the 
opportunity to live and to live now. “Dum 
vivimus vivamus.” While we live let us 
live. See Paul, Rom. 12:1, 2. 

There is danger that we relax. We have 
borne a heavy load. Already some say, I 
must now let up. There is a letting up in 
some quarters. No, in God’s name, we are 
just beginning to go to battle as a Church. 
To the Christian, “the morrow of victory 
is more perilous than its eve.” 

Luther Leaguers, will you choose the easy 
road? Will you refuse to serve in the 
trenches, or in the second line of defense? 
Shall we offer ourselves on the altar of God 
for service in His Church? 

The whole scheme of. our Christian faith 
implies this: The purpose of God in send- 
ing His Son was to make Him a Saviour 
and Lord; to destroy His enemies, sin and 
death, which threaten us. He dies to win 
for us a righteousness, a righteousness by 
faith and by sanctification. That war is 
still on. It is on now, and we are to rear 
on the sin-scarred battle grounds of the 
nations of the world His Kingdom of truth 
and redemption. Let us go forth and put a 
new meaning in the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic”: ‘ 

“In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born 
across the sea, 

With a glory in His bosom that transfig- 
ures you and me; 

As He died to make men holy, let us die to 
make men free.” 


The Gospel Mission of Washington, D. Cs. 


BY MRS. 


HIS is an inner mission institution in 
your Capital through which most 
Lutheran churches of Washington do 

their local social service. Twenty-four 
young women, mostly from my Bible class, 
teach in the Gospel Mission Chinese Sun- 
day School. Fourteen other young women 
help after the government service for the 
day is over in the orphanage and in the 
day nursery. They see that the children 
have a good supper, that they are taught 
manners, then after a few kindergarten 
songs, exercises, and plays the day pupils 
are dressed in the home clothing and are 
taught how to deport conventionally. Then 
the home babies are bathed and prepared 
for the night and taught a verse of Scrip- 
ture and their prdyers. I am never quite 
sure who is most benefited, our little chil- 
dren or the young women who act as fos- 
ter mothers. 

The Babe of Bethlehem Society is com- 
posed of matrons from several Lutheran 
churches, their chief business is preparing 
clothing for unborn babies whose mothers 
work and have no time to sew, but chiefly 
for foreign mothers who think if baby has 
a bandage on, then wrapped in an old 
shawl for three months it will do very 
well. This real service gives an oppor- 
tunity to present facts to the mother to 
teach her how to dress her children, and 
above all to show her how to train them 
for Christ and how to be good citizens. 

At the Gospel Mission we have two Ford 
trucks. When the weather is very hot, 
boys quarreling, girls scrapping, mothers 
scolding, Mr. Kline, the superintendent of 
the Mission, loads up over 100 kiddies and 
takes them to Rock Creek Park, where they 
paddle in the creek, make mud pies, visit 
the Zoo, get all the bread and milk their 
starved little bodies will hold, and are 
taken home, tired, refreshed, clean and 
happy to sleep in spite of heat and mos- 
quitoes. They are of forty-seven different 
nationalities so we think we are Ameri- 
canizing the entire bunch. 

Who furnishes the money? Why God’s 
people, so far as the writer is concerned 
mostly Lutherans. It costs a lot for gaso- 
line, teachers, nurses, driver and food. 
Then from these same little people we 
have three Boy Scout troops and one Girl 
Scout troop. You see by children learning 
to play together, to take instruction, 
secular and religious, from the same teach- 
ers, they are taught to live in harmony and 
to become good Americans. Of course they 
attend the public schools, which is a great 
help. 

Our Child’s Welfare Department is only 
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in part Gospel Mission Work. It is where 
the babies, 300 or 400, are weighed and 
measured on certain days of the week; they 
are registered by card. Ifa baby is losing 
weight the doctor and nurse must find out 
the reason, and go to the home and inspect 
conditions. It is to evangelize the mothers 
as well as save the babies that this branch 
of the work is kept up. We seldom lose 
a baby. 

The Dispensary for two hours each morn- 
ing has a stream of suffering human beings 
passing in and out. The best physicians in 
the entire city give of their best knowledge 
free of charge and seem glad to have this 
outlet for their unpaid-for kindness. They 
are also chemists, and only require us to 
provide the foundation medicines, from 
which they compound the tinctures and 
drugs. 

Our JAIL AND HOSPITAL COMMITTEES 


are composed of our most consecrated 
workers. 
tism for service, and have had experience 
in leading souls to Christ. They bring let- 
ters to relatives, interview lawyers to se- 
cure speedy trials for prisoners, get needed 
clothing, etc. Many people are converted 
in jail but probably far more are brought 
to Christ in the hospitals. It blesses not 
only those for whom service is intended, 
but it reacts and enlarges ies souls who 
render this service. 


EVANGELISM 


is the chief work of the Mission. For the 
purpose of saving souls we hold meetings 
every night of the year. We have not omit- 
ted a night in eleven years. It would be a 
modest statement to say we average one 
convert a night, 365 a year or over 4,000 
in the 11 years. Does that pay? What if 
your son enters the Mission a derelict and 
emerges a Christian efficient man. Would 
you think it paid? 


How do we get money to do all this? 


We believe every person who helps furnish 
the means for our work will receive from 
God at least a large part of the blessing 
for souls saved. Will you be one of our 
co-workers and assist in enlarging our 
work along lines which are.now crying out 
for help? 

In many a country place there is not 
much opportunity to give even the cup of 
cold water in His name, but by sending 
part of the Lord’s tenth intrusted to you 
to the writer for the Mission you win His 
“Inasmuch.” A tree, a church or a Mis- 
sion is judged by its fruits. 

I wish you could see James Hall, one of 

(Continued on page 33) 


Persons who have had the bap-~ 


Suggestions for Your Social Meeting 


A Sewing Party 


Conundrums to print on large cards, hang 
on the wall, and have all guess: 


There’s an opening for me, but when I go through, 
I close it behind me and inclose you! (Button) 


Oh, I have tied the flowers for the bride 
At many a costly weddin’, 
And I’ve embraced the fragile waist 
Of many a dainty maiden. (Ribbon) 
I go racing through the long, wide casing, 
Where a_ needle would lose its way; 
I make a clearing as I go careering 
Carrying big threads where I may! (Bodkin) 
Two of me makes one, 
We are only complete together ; 
We are always hand-in-hand 
Through clear or cloudy weather ; 
And most of the weal and woe on our track 
We usually accomplish behind your back! 
(Hooks and Eyes) 


Think of a camel, and then think of me; 

Though I cannot bear burdens, I am greater than he; 

He’s a ship of the desert and sails on dry land, 

But I go where he cannot, do you understand? 
(Thread) 


If you pull me out and then let me loose 
I will go back together again ; 
I will give as you give and relax as you do, 


And I think that is best in the main. (Elastic) 


I am as old as that ancient man 
With whom the art of reckoning began; 
And I am too old to learn new tricks, 
So I never count farther than thirty-six ; 
But I can sum you up in passing, and tell 
If you stand high or low, and tell it well. 
(Yardstick ) 


I am pointed and brassy, I know. 

But I stick through my work with a will: 
Though I sometimes give you pain. 

I hold things together still. 


Thread Sketching. Pass out to each 
guest a piece of yellow muslin about six 
inches square and a needle threaded with 
coarse black thread. At the top of the piece 
of cloth is printed the name of some animal 
which each must sketch with the thread. 
No one is allowed to use pencil. The pic- 
tures are afterward displayed on a large 
strip of goods stretched along one side of 
the room. 


Pin Contest. A large saucer and one row 
from a paper of new pins is supplied each 
contestant. At a signal each one must 
take out all the pins, and place them in 
the saucer, and then put them back again 
into the same-holes. The pins must be 
picked up one at a time and put in place. 


(Pin) 


The Social with a Hundred Laughs 


All plans secret. 

Chief novelty:. The ladies will have a 
rest and the gentlemen will do the enter- 
taining. 

Each gentleman signs his name on a 
card and receives a tag reading “Playing 
the Game.” : 

Ten-foot arena marked off by chairs and 
cords. 


Chairman of committee announces: ‘“Gen- 
tlemen, we have met tonight to entertain 
the ladies. The cards that you have signed 
have all been put in this hat and the stunts 
the committee have prepared will be car- 
ried out by those whose names are drawn.” 

(The gentlemen selected are in the arena 
before they know what they are to do. From 
four to twelve names are called according 
to the event and the number of gentlemen 
present.) 

First event—Blindfolded feeding contest. 

Second event—Eating and whistling contest. 
Third event—Four corner obstacle race. 

First corner—Drinking glassful of salt water. 

Second corner—Handless marshmallow eat. 

Third corner—Thread needles. 

Fourth corner—Handless gingerbread eat. 

Fourth event—Hammer throw. 

Fifth event—Standing broad grin. 

Sixth event—Prize avoirdupois contest. 

Seventh event—Humorous recitations, 
Downs of Married Life.” 


Eighth event—Hurdle race with sixteen chairs. 

Ninth event—Chorus, lined in old style: 
Boy—gun—joy—fun ; 
Gun—bust—boy—dust. 


Tenth event—Refreshments a la rapid transit’ 
Every man with hands on shoulders of man ahead 
marches to the kitchen to the tune of Yankee Doodle, 
and returns with two glasses of fruit punch and a 
plate of cookies.—Ladies’ Home Journal + 


The Latest Periodicals _ 

The programs or invitations might be 
in the shape of a magazine with little pen 
and ink sketches on the cover. These ques- 
tions may be written inside, the answers of 
which are the names of magazines: 


One Hundred Years Old—Century. 

Santa Claus—St. Nicholas. 

One who sketches—Delineator. 

A prospect—Outlook. 

What we all cling to—Life. 

Hash—Review of Reviews. 
‘ ape persons whose money the trust wants—Every- 
ody’ s. 

The Suburbs—Country Life in America. 

Pertaining to the largest sity—Metropolitan. 

What influences politicians—Current Opinion. 

Intellectual Pepsin Tablets—The Literary Digest. 

The last mail of the week—Saturday Evening Post. 

An up-to-date Puritan—The Modern Priscilla. 

A citizen of the world—Cosmopolitan. 

The work that is underground—Collier’s. 

What every Leaguer should read—The 
League Review. 
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EASTER DAY 

Once again we are privileged to hear the 
glad message of “He is risen.” It is not a 
dead Christ whom we worship, but a living 
Redeemer. He who pins his faith on any- 
thing else has no real hope. It is the glad 
message of Easter Day that robs the grave 
of its sting. The Christian, like his Lord, 
must pass through this dark gateway that 
he might inherit all things. Since flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, 
death through the redeeming Christ be- 
comes a blessing, not a curse. So, then, let 
our hymns of praise raised in worship to 
the risen Redeemer this day be the true ex- 
pressions of a living faith, a vital hope. 


“Ups and 


Luther 


Salvation, a Gift of God’s Grace 


HERE is no greater proof of the di- 
vine affection for men than the sur- 
render by God of His Son, Jesus 

Christ, to the earthly life He led for thirty 
years, with its varied experiences of joy 
and sorrow, of humble ministry and faithful 
service in the midst of the most depressing 
conditions, at times. Its sole purpose was 
to reveal God to men, to show the exceeding 
interest of God in the welfare of His crea- 
tures, and to accomplish the divine mission 
of saving men from their sins. The wonder 
of it lies in the fact that this concession on 
the part of God was a free gift. It was not 
bought by anything man could show of ex- 
cellence of character or accomplishment. It 
was a simple, sincere gift of divine grace. 
The Scripture plainly states it when it says 
“by grace have ye been saved; it is the gift 
of God.” 

Such a gift is valuable. Not only in itself 
but in what it actually produces for the one 
who accepts it. The consciousness of a state 
of alienation between God and man had 
long been recognized and many were the 
efforts that sought to change this unnatural 
relation between the Creator and the crea- 
ture. By reason of sin the first intimate 
connection had been broken. The wrath of 
God was visited on the disobedient. Men 
were afraid of God. There was no free ac- 
cess to Him. The work of Jesus was to 
remove this condition and to substitute a 
better one, a condition of understanding and 
of affection, a condition wherein man would 
be able to love, to serve, to obey, because 


of the love that inspired such actions. The 
salvation that Jesus brought the world made 
it possible for all who would accept it to 
sustain the proper relation to the Father 
and so the guilt of unforgiven transgression 
was washed away in the blood of the Lamb, 
without spot or blemish, even the Son of 
God, sacrificed for the sins of the world. 

Salvation is a completed gift. There is 
nothing in it that needs to be added. When 
Jesus died on the cross, He finished the 
work His Father had given Him to do. 
His work was a perfect work. Even the 
best efforts of men to secure freedom from 
sin, to observe divine laws, to live clean lives 
were not successful, in and by themselves. 
There was always a flaw. But the work of 
Jesus made all such effort useless, “By grace 
have ye been saved, through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God.” 

Salvation is a permanent gift. Of course 
it is possible for man to lose it, as it is pos- 
sible for any other sort of gift to be lost. 
But having once been accepted, truly—the 
soul having once been cleansed from sin, 
truly—the offer of God for redemption hav- 
ing once been accepted, truly there is no 
withdrawal of the gift of God’s part. If 
it is lost it is the fault of man alone; he is 
the responsible party. God earnestly wishes 
the salvation of every human being; he is 
working for that end through the constant 
and consecrated efforts of His many agents 
all over the world. He offers the gift to 
all who will accept it. Have you accepted it? 


“For You and For Many” 


BY MRS. M. O. J. KRHPS. 


HE solemn hush of the Easter Com- 

munion pervaded the church. My 

eyes seemed to behold the cross, 
stained with blood drops, but luminous with 
the afterglow of Easter victory. 

The words, so softly spoken, seemed a 
faint, but beautiful, echo of the message of 
my Saviour to those who ate with Him 
the last earthly supper: “This is my body 
broken for you.... This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood which is shed for 
you and for many.” 

My soul thrilled with rapture as 1 re- 
ceived the sacramental feast and my heart 
made mute melody of the words, “For me, 
for me!” 

But lo, as I looked into the depths of the 
crimson cup a sweeter than earthly voice 
whispered in tender reproach the words I 
had left unsaid, “and for many.” 

And the vision broke into my inmost 

‘soul, as other things faded away, and I saw 
the “many” waiting with hands outreached 
for the cup I held. 


While I had been saying “for me,” the 
years had swept many of them into the 
great.unknown, and brought many more to 
life’s Western shore. And all these years 
my Saviour had been saying, “For you and 
for many.” 

I had dared to appropriate the individual 
blessing flowing from the broken body and 
shed blood without assuming the corre- 
sponding responsibility for those, still 
waiting for their share, of the precious 
life-giving cup. 

The vision had not faded away as the cup 
passed on to refresh other hearts, which, 
like mine, had rejoiced many years in the 
blessed assurance of sins forgiven. I still 
saw the outstretched hands of the many 
thirsty ones who had never tasted it, and 
kneeling at the sacramental altar in the 
safe shelter of Calvary’s cross, I prayed, 
“Oh, my Saviour. heln me to lift the cup of 
Thy precious blood to the thirsty lips of 
the ‘many’ who are waiting for the joy of 
the sacramental feast.” 


EDITORIAL 


19 


Harry Hopexs, Editor, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; with W. C. 
Stoever, Litt.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; J. M. Reynolds, Valatie, 
N. Y.; I. S. Runyon, New 
York, N. Y.; A. T. Michler, 
Philadelphia, Pa., as special 
associates, and the coopera- 
tion of the Literature Com- 
mittee of the Luther League 
of America. Send all articles, 
communications and news 
items to 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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<  C€nttortal ~ 


EASTER 


“T am the resurrection and the life. He 
that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” This is the central tenet 
of the Christian Church, around which clus- 
ter all its beliefs and teachings. “If Christ 
be not risen, our preaching is vain, and 
your faith is also vain,” said the great 
Apostle. The occasion for today’s rejoic- 
ing is the belief that it is the anniversary 
of the great event in the life of Jesus, who 
arose from the tomb and ascended into 
Heaven bearing with Him the sins of the 
world. There are divisions in the Christian 
Church as to the nature of Christ’s divin- 
ity, as to the dogma of the vicarious atone- 
ment; but as to His resurrection and ascen- 
sion there is no dispute. 

Even outside of the body of believers 
there are many who celebrate this day as 
commemorative of the principle of resur- 
rection, even if they deny the cardinal 
doctrines of the Christian faith. Beyond 
all these is that mass making up the rest 
of the world which sees at this time of 
the year those manifestations in nature 
only less wonderful than the resurrection 
itself; who through the renewal of nature’s 
yearly gifts to man behold an allegory of 
that resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting which all men in all ages have 
longed for and believed in with more or 
less wavering faith. 

“Do you believe in immortality?” asked 
one of Cicero’s pupils. The sage pondered 
and replied that he believed in it, though 
_ he could not prove it; that he ordered his 
life in that belief, knowing that in no event 
could he be worse off than those who dif- 
fered with him while if his hopes were 
justified he would be much better off. 
The philosophers of every age and nation 
have struggled with this great subject and 
have answered it with more or less satis- 


faction. The Christian takes the subject 
out of the realm of reason and bases his 
belief on faith. There are those who scout 
this faith and deny that it is possible to 
be convinced without syllogistic demonstra- 
tions. But the Christian faith is main- 
tained against all creeds and_all philoso- 
phies that have assailed. It is there; it 
cannot be destroyed. 

And whether Christian or not, we all 
believe in the life to come, whether we can 
convince ourselves of it or not. We live 
in the hope and belief that we shall some- 
where in the great economy of Nature 
work out the problems of existence more 
satisfactorily than here. There are mil- 
lions without any religious faith who see 
in the opening buds and blooming flowers 
of this day that earnest of their own fu- 
ture under more auspicious circumstances. 
This is not the faith. that removes moun- 
tains, but is the trust in the well ordered 
course of Nature, that she conserves all her 
forces and out of the limited powers and 
environment of the present is fitting us for 
better things to come, a trust that some- 
how good will be the final goal of ill; a 
trust that man is more than an animal, 
more than an animated intellect—a con- 
viction that he is fitted to live eternally. 

And so, while it is the Christians’ day 
par excellence, it is not restricted to them. 
It is the day of new beginnings, the day 
of rejoicings, the day of awakenings to 
better things even in this life. Three 
thousand years ago the Greek turned his 
face toward the heights of Olympus and 
said: “I shall live again.” The Latin 
poet said: “I cannot altogether die.” The 
non-religious man of today says: “I shall 
live because death would be a waste that 
Nature abhors.” 

And the Christian’ says: “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” 


General Secretary's Letter 


Dear LUTHER LEAGUERS: 


We have entered upon the week of all 
weeks in the Christian Year. The return 
of the season which with Palm Sunday be- 
gins and with Easter Day closes, should stir 
within us solemn and tender recollections of 
the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. I very earnestly hope and would 
request that you daily, during this week, 
read most prayerfully the accounts in the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
which tell us the story of that tragic but 
triumphant week. 

With this preparation of the mind and 
the heart, I am confident that then Easter 
Day will have a deeper meaning to you 
and that the services that will be held on 
that day will to you be vastly more helpful 
and interesting. 


“Under an Eastern sky, 
Amid a rabble ery, 

A Man went forth to die 
For thee.” 


The Indiana Committee on National Con- 
vention has met and decided that the 
headquarters at Fort Wayne shall be the 
Hotel Anthony. The sessions of the con- 
vention will be held in Christ Chureh, of 
which the Rev. H. C. Hadley is the Pastor, 
and the Grand Rally, at which the Silver 
Anniversary of the Luther League of Am- 
erica will be celebrated, in the Strand The- 
atre. This committee, augmented by a local 
committee, is leaving no stone unturned to 
make the convention a success. 

A good program has been arranged for 
the convention, and strong speakers invited. 
A Life Work Session is a feature of the 
program, which is a new, but much needed, 
departure. 

Every State League is entitled to ten 
delegates, each District to three, and each 
local society to.one. The dates are July 13- 
14-15; the place, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Ar- 
range now to spend your vacation there and 
urge a full delegation from your local, dis- 
trict and state leagues. 

The following state leagues have an- 
nounced their annual convention dates: 
South Dakota, Sioux Falls, May 7-9; New 
York, Amsterdam, June 1-8; Ohio, Spring- 
field, June 28-24; Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, 
July 9-11; New Jersey, Jersey City, Sep- 
tember 16-17. 

At a recent meoting of the Executive 
Committee of the Pennsylvania League, a 
sum of money was appropriated to provide 
for a meeting of Luther League repre- 
sentatives and the representatives of other 
Lutheran young people's organizations in 
the state to discuss young people's work 
and form, if possible, a common platform, 


This plan might well be emulated by other 
states. 

The Kansas and Nebraska Leagues are . 
co-operating in 2 number of ways Dm Lo 
ther League work. A good plan! : ' 

The financial statement for February is 


as follows: _ 
Balance -.----------= ag 
Receipts --.-cenaueees 173.35 “f 
Expenditures +s Snpene 363.33 ae 
Balance ....i:ss40-a0e mi : 

We are gradually payime old. bik : ae 
Wishing you all a happy and Blessed Eas —e 
tertide, I am = 
Faithfully yours, = 


Harry Hopezs, 


“Christ the Lord is risem teday” After 
the anxious period of doubt, gleam and de- — 
spair, in which we have followed our Lord’s — 
betrayal, trial and convietien, His bitter — 
suffering and death om Calvary, and d seen 
the Hope of Mankind laid away im the 
tomb wherein the ght of the eal ~ 
peared to have set in everlasting @ ~~ 
we come this morning with songs ef re 
joicing, raising the triumphant straims 
this glorious message that has come « 
to us from the open sepulchre at the dawn 
ef the first Easter morning. A 

The stone was rolled away, ‘the bonds of « 
sin and death were broken, the tomb was_ - 
empty. He was not there, but had risen, — a 
and with the risen Lerd So ae % 
robbed of all its terrers; the — 
victory, 

Fervently believing the 
through death, as revealed to us, 
at each recurming Season, Fes 
firmly in the faith that our Re 
we can calmly pass within the 
the Silent Land with the blessed 
immortality, knowing that, if we b 
faithful unto death, we shall s 
Christ in His glorious resurrecti 

Confirming this we have t 
of Christ's own words te Mar 
said to her, “T am the resurre 
life: he that believeth tn 


“The finst las 
Uasoth lett Xs 
September To es 


coness to take 


have charge of — Be ' 


League News Items 


SEND IN THE NEWS—The other Leagues want to know what YOU are doing. You want them to know 
of your activities. This department is a clearing house for ideas in entertainment and good works. If 


yours is not represented it is because we do not hear r1rom you, 


hands by the tenth of the month. 


NEW YORK 


—The twenty-seventh convention of the 
Luther League of the State of New York will 
be held June 1, 2 and 3, 1920, in Trinity 
Church, Amsterdam. MWHffective cards announ- 
cing both this and the national convention to 
be held in Fort Wayne, July 13, 14 and 15, 
have been widely distributed. 

LIVERPOOL 


—The Luther League of St. Paul’s Church 
held its regular. monthly business meeting on 
February 10. At this meeting the serious ill- 
ness of the pastor, Rev. J. O. Neeb, and the 
Sunday school superintendent, Mr. John Klip- 
pert, was reported. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


—The Luther League of Pennsylvania will 
meet in annual convention in Christ Church, 
Pittsburgh, July 9, 10 and 11. 


CATASAUQUA 


—St. Paul’s Luther League has rendered a 
service to the congregation by placing in the 
chureh fifty copies of the Common Service Book. 

—The twenty-sixth annual convention of the 
District Luther League of Bucks, Mont- 
gomery and Chester Counties was held Febru- 
ary 21, in Grace Church, Norristown, Pa. A 
Junior conference was conducted by Miss 
Brenda Mehlhouse and the following addresses 
were delivered: “Financial Problems of the 
Luther League During Reconstruction,’ Mr. 
P. Walter Banker; “Lutheranism in America,” 
‘Rey. Charles Jacobs, D.D.; ‘Lutheranism in 
the World,” Rev. A. B. MacIntosh, D.D.; ‘My 
Lutheranism,” Rey. J. J. Schindel, D.D. The 
following officers were elected: President, Mr. 
J. H. Wisler; first vice-president, Mr. Willard 
Kline ; second vice-president, Mr. Luther Graeff ; 
recording secretary, Miss Sarah R. Mayberry ; 
corresponding secretary, Miss Hva Savacool; 
treasurer, Mr. Raymond Kline. 


HARRISBURG 


—A meeting of the executive committee of 
the Luther League of Pennsylvania was held in 
Zion Lutheran Church on February 12. Re- 
ports showed progress in the work through, the 
various districts. Special committees to take 
eare of the organizing work, and to make a 
special study of Junior work, were appointed. 
Preliminary arrangements were made for the 
1920 State convention, to be held in. Christ 
Lutheran Church, East End, Pittsburgh, July 
9-11. The theme of the convention will be “Our 
New Problems,” and a committee was appoint- 
ed to arrange the details of the program. 
HARRISBURG 


—On February 17, in Memorial Church, the 
Harrisburg District Luther League held a rally, 
at which a musical program was rendered, and 
an address on “Training Our Juniors,” illus- 
trated by charts and books, was given by Miss 
Brenda Mehlhouse. This was followed by open 
discussion on Junior League methods, after 
which there was an informal social hour, under 
the direction of the local League. 5 

—Holy Trinity Church, Dr. C. BW. Ware, 
pastor, has recently organized a Luther League 
with twenty-eight members. The members are 
enthusiastic and meeting regularly, and promise 
to make their organization a factor in the 
parish life. 


All news items must be in the Editor’s 


PHILADELPHIA 


—A concert and entertainment was given by 
the Luther League of the Church of the Ascen- 
sion in the Krauth Memorial Library of the 
Seminary at Mt. Airy on February 9. <A musi- 
eal and literary program of note was rendered, 
and an address delivered by Mr. Harry Hodges, 
General Secretary of the Luther League of 
America. The event was for the benefit of the 
Lutheran Settlement House, of Philadelphia. 


—The Pittsburgh District has issued a Luther 
League Catechism, with the following ques- 
tions: What is the Luther League? What is 
its aim? What is the Pittsburgh District 
Luther League? Who can belong to a District 
Luther League? What is its object? Why 
belong to a District? What is the attitude of 
the District to the local society? Why attend 
Luther League conventions? 


NEW JERSEY 


—The State executive committee of the 
Luther League of New Jersey has decided to 
hold the next annual convention of the State 
League at Jersey City, N. J., in Christ Luther- 
an Church, Communipaw avenue and Wood- 
ward street, Rev. John Kopp, pastor, on Sep- 
tember 16 and 17. A rally will be held on the 
evening of September 16. This will be the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the State League 
and plans on a large scale are being developed 
to make it an epoch-making event in the his- 
tory of the Luther League in New Jersey. A 
number of prominent speakers will be scheduled 
to represent the various activities of the church. 
The extension committee is very busy these 
days. One new application for membership in 
the State League has already been received, 
while two more are in course of development. 
Considerable work is being done by Dr. W. P. 
Steinhaeuser, State president, in an effort to 
enroll at least twenty-five Leagues in the State 
League when the annual convention meets in 
Jersey City. Dyvery Luther Leaguer in New 
Jersey is urged to lend its aid in helping to 
bring about this realization. 

—A rally of the Luther Leagues of the 
Southern District was held on the evening of 
January 29, in Zion Lutheran Church, River- 
side, N. J., Rev. H. P. Fresemann, pastor. 
There was a very large attendance of Luther 
Leaguers. ‘The Gloucester Luther League, a 
new organization, brought fourteen members 
to the rally. Rey. F. C. Krapf, of Atlantic 
City, delivered an inspiring address. Rev. A. 
T. Michler, of Philadelphia, also delivered an 
interesting address which was greatly appre- 
ciated by all who attended. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Mr. W. Adams, Camden; vice-presi- 
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dent, Rey. F. C. Krapf, Atlantic City; secre- 
tary, Miss Louise Schindler, Camden; record- 
ing secretary, Miss M. Rapp, Riverside; treas- 
urer, Miss N. Ost, Atlantic City. 


OHIO 


—The Luther League of Ohio will meet in 
annual convention in Springfield, Ohio, June 
23 and 24, 1920. 


INDIANA. 

INDIANAPOLIS 

—St. Mark’s Luther League, in co-operation 
with other organizations of the church, has 
pledged $50 a year toward the support of each 
boy approved by the church council who will 
attend college and seminary and prepare for 
the ministry. 
BATESVILLE 

—The Luther League of St. Mark’s Church, 
Rey. J. Barthelmus, pastor, held a business and 
social meeting on New Year’s Eve at the par- 
sonage. Ten new members were added at this 
meeting, making a total of fourteen in three 
months. Refreshments were served shortly be- 
fore the midnight hour, after which all ad- 
journed to the church where a short church 
service was held to usher in the New Year. 


ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO 


—The annual banquet of the Augustana 
League of Chicago was held on February 6. 
Toasts on “The Augustana League,” ‘Peace 
Again” and “With the A. BH. F. in France” 
were responded to, a musical program was ren- 
dered, and the address of the evening on 
“Glimpses of Present Europe,” by Prof. S. G. 
Youngert,.Ph.D., closed the evening’s program. 


—The marriage is announced of Mrs.'M. L. 
Boedecker and Mr. T. Peterson. The 
REVIEW extends its congratulations. 


NEBRASKA 


—The Luther Leagues of Nebraska and Kan- 
sas are working together in a number of ways 
for the furtherance of the Luther League. One 
of the things accomplished is the preparation 
and circulation of a suggested program to be 
used in connection with the observance of a 
“Day of Prayer for Colleges,’ in which the 
claims of the college is presented to our young 
people, and allegiance to our Lutheran insti- 
tutions solicited. 


KANSAS 


—The Luther League at Chapman has been 
having weekly social meetings, as well as a 
weekly devotional meeting, and they have found 
that the plan works very well, and instills in- 
terest in the organization. Other societies 
mie try the same plan, at least in a modified 
orm. 

—Members of the Atchison Luther League 
were guests of the young people’s society of 
the Christian Church of Atchison at a union 
New Year’s party New Year’s Eve. The union 
party at this time is an annual event in Atchi- 
son, and always largely attended. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


—The District of Columbia Luther League 
held its quarterly meeting on March 2 at 
Georgetown, when the speaker was the Rey. 
George Drach, one of the secretaries of the For- 
eign Mission Board, and whose subject was 
“The Missionary Challenge of the Lutheran 
Confession,” illustrated with curios from the 
foreign field. A social hour followed. 

—Major. Raymond W. Pullman, superin- 
tendent of the Washington police, and super- 
intendent of the Bible school of the Church of 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


the Reformation, died of double pneumonia a 
few weeks ago. : 

Major Pullman, owing to his advocacy of 
various reforms in police administration and 
to his connection with many affairs in the 
capital, including the quadrennial inaugural 
parades, was one of the most widely known 
police superintendents in the United States. 

Major Pullman was thirty-seven years old. 
He was born in Fairfax County, Va., and for a 
time was on the reportorial staff of the Wash- 
ington Post. He was selected superintendent 
of the Washington police in 1915, and several 
months ago was elected vice-president of the — 
National Police Chiefs’ Association. 


GEORGIA 
SAVANNAH 


—The Luther League of the Church of the 
Ascension has been instrumental in establishing 
a Sunday school at the Detention Home in this 
city. Every Sunday afternoon a number of the 
members go to the Home to instruct the chil- 
dren. The Christmas season was made bright 
for these unfortunates by the gifts and services. 
This same band of loyal workers is planning a 
systematic visitation of the hospitals of the 
city. They have also begun operations for the 
opening of a Sunday school in one of the suburbs 
of the city. The congregation has been wor- 
shiping in the Sunday school rooms since the 
first week in December. If the new organ ar- 
rives in time it is hoped to be able to conduct 
the Easter services in the reconstructed sanc- 
tuary. When that is completed the renovation 
of the Sunday school rooms will be begun. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
CHARLESTON 


—The Young people of St. Barnabas’ Church 
have a Luther League of seventy members, which 
meets semi-monthly. The League maintains the 
Alice Wulbern Stirewalt Fund, the proceeds 
of which are annually sent to Rey. Stirewalt, 
our missionary in Japan. The League also 
contributes to colleges, the Orphans’ Home, and 
other benevolent work. ‘The society has devel- 
oped a follow-up card system by which they 
aim to interest new members and retain the 
activity of those identified with the League. 


OTHER LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


—The National Luther League of the Augus- 
tana Synod is contemplating an excursion to 
Sweden during the summer months. A. J. 
Hilmer, president of the Boston District League, 
gives notice that all who have any intention 
to take in the excursion inform him not later 
than February 1. There is no doubt that the 
excursion will be a success and that hundreds 
will take advantage of the opportunity to visit 
the Fatherland. : 

The Canada Lutheran, through the consoli- 
dation of the Canada Lutheran and the Nova 
Scotia Lutheran, becomes the official organ of 
the Luther League of Canada. 

—WNickolas Eckhardt, the father of Cornelius 
Eckhardt, former treasurer of the Luther 
League of America, entered into life at his home 
in New York a few days ago. Mr. Wckhardt 
lived to the ripe age of eighty-two years, hav- 
ing come from Germany at the age of seventeen. 
He was a contractor and builder and several 
churches and large buildings in New York are 
his monuments. 

--&— 


A sensible pianist contributes more to 
the success of a League meeting than two 
distinguished visitors. 


Puther 


Luther Leaque of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., Octeber 80 and 81, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 

President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 35 South Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

First Vice-President, O. C. Roupr, 1422 Birchall Rd., 
Homeville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. Rapps, 2812 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, Harry Hopcrs, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 846 Drexel Bldg., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


Executive Committee 
Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 
Secretary, Literature Secretary, Trasurer, 
and the following members: 
Hon. E. F. Eitert (Chairman), 818 West 89th St., 
New York City. 
Wituiam C. SToEveR, Lit. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. E, A. TRABERT, 2704 Dana St., Berkeley, Cal. 
O. C. C. Fetta, Indianapolis, Ind. 
I. S. Runyon, New York. 
Rev. G. F. Geur, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 
James M. ReEYNOLDS, Valatie, N. Y. 
Rev. M. J. Bieser, D.D., Winnipeg, Canada. 


= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 
Hon. E. F. Emert, New York. 
I. S. Runyon, New York. 
Rev. Yost BRANDT, Albany, N. Y. 
Prof. H. G. DEININGER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Mary St. Joun, R. F. D., Troy, N. Y. 


Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 
W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Rev. C. H. BECKMAN, Galt, Ont., Can. 
Rev. C. A. NAUMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen, S. D. 
WILLIAM Eck, Albany, N. Y. 


Junior and Intermediate Committee 


Rev. A. T. MicuHuerR (Chairman), 8341 No. 18th St., 
Tioga, Philadelphia, Pa. 

CuarLes W, Funr, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

O. C. RoxHpDE, Toledo, Ohio. 

Miss B. MEHLHOUSE, Norristown, Pa. 

Miss L. W. Ricr, Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. C, M. TEuFEL, Middletown, Md. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., Gro. C. ZECHER, 42 Dewey Ave., New Rochelle. 
Sec., Miss Marig E. HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., 
Brooklyn. 
~ Treas., Louis A. Bie, 1529 St. Vincent St., Utica. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., WM. H. MENGES, Menges Mills. 

See., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. BrEAveR, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSE¥— 

Pres., Dr. W. P. STeINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 


Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. | 

Tae Grace E. FiscHer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
‘beth. 

LUTH LEAGUE OF er pe ir 

Pres., KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Carthage. 


Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., Chi- 


cago. 
Treas., CARL Meyer, 4918 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago. 


PJeaque 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., GROVER F. ILGEN, R. R. 5, Springfield, Ohio. 

Corr. Sec., Miss BLANCHE FRASER, 629 No. Lime- 
stone St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Treas., RAYMOND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. N. D. GorHRING, 4385 Lake St., Madison. 
Sec., LypIA MOoELLer, 1569 Highth St., Milwaukee. 
Treas., EpItH Horn, 818 Virginia Ave., Platteville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., Rey. RALPH D. WHEADON, Hoagland, Indiana. 
Sec., Louise Nees, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 
Treas., W. F. RENz, 8416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., Miss WILMA MILLER, Council Bluffs. 
Sec., Miss MiLpRep TayLor, Iowa City. 
Treas., Morris LESHER, Burlington. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen, 

Sec., A. F. Bracstap, Sioux Falls. 

Treas., Mrs. M. L. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., REV. CARL BARTSCH, 8111 29th Ave., Minne- 
apolis. 

Sec., CARL JACKSON, 118 W. Seventh St., Duluth. 

Treas., RUTH ANDERSON, Lindstrom. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— 

Sip FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 76 Webster St., Meri- 
en. 

Sec., Miss CELE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., Bridgeport. 

Treas., WILLIAM REISCH, Plantsville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 
Pres., C. R. StuperR, Pullman, Wash. 
Sec., MARTHA WALLAND, 1928 So. L St., Tacoma, Wash. 
Treas., C. E. JAEGER, Chehalis, Wash. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

Sec., Miss BERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada. 

Treas., Miss EpNA SNELL, 6808 Binney St., Omaha. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

Pres., ALFRED J. Brit, 1032 E. Military St., Fremont. 
Sec., Nertrtiz ANDERSON, Midland College, Fremont. 
Treas., RopeRT ALBACH, 618 W. 4th St., Lawrence. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Pres., H. R. WAGNER, 18 Merrill Ave., Detroit. 
Sec., R. S. BrRuLAND, 240 Phila., East Detroit. 
Treas., A. Evrers, 183 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 
Pres., GEO. W. NELSON, Lutheran Seminary, Columbia, 


Akron. 


eiGy 
Sec., HucH RuyYNkE, Lenoir College, Hickory. 
Treas., MisS BeRTHA CLINE, Statesville. 


District Leagues in States Not Organized 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 “‘L”? St., N. W. 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 8262 ‘“‘N’’ St., N. W. 
Treas., Miss RosSE BRIGHT, 1505 Decatur St., N. W. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 
Pres., CHAS. L. TRABERT, 2786 Elmwood Ave., Berkelew. 
Sec., DoroTHY RoEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 

Treas.. Myron Hestorrr, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., Cari. M. Distuer, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 

Sec., Martz E. Bercer, 21 E. Barney, Baltimore. _ 

Treas., HELEN STEGMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave., Balti- 
more, Md. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA— 


Pres., Mr. JESSEN HirTLE, Bridgewater, N. S. 
Sec., Miss IpA WENTZEL, Bridgewater. 
Treas., Miss GLapys ConrapD, Bridgewater. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— 

Pres., Mr. JoHN Metzcer, Martins Ferry, Ohie. 

Sec., Miss Irma Vaas, Wheeling, W. Vs. 

Treas., Miss MARIAN SEYLER, Marietta, Ohio. 


Hints for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY REV. J. 8. ALBERT. 


General Suggestions —1. Three require- 
ments needed by leaders for effective pres- 
entation of topic: (a). Thorough acquaint- 
ance with the subject matter; (b). Enthusi- 
asm and generalship in conducting the 
meeting; (c). Preparation made thorough 
by fellowship with God in prayer. 2. To 
bring attention of devotional meeting to 
members display chart made by member 
proficient in artistic ability and originality 
in conspicuous place. This will help a 
great deal, in place of the stereotyped form 
“The Luther League will meet Sunday 
evening at the usual hour.” 3. To make 
topic of practical benefit to the members 
for the coming week, the leaders should 
lead the minds of those present to the prac- 
tical value of the topic and its lessons for 
today, with such questions as these: What 
is the leading thought of the topic? \\ How 
will it help to solve the needed problems of 
life? How can we best teach the lesson 
learned in our daily life? What part are 
we assuming in the battle for life? How 
interest others? Remember, leaders, no be- 
lief is of value unless it leads to action. 
“Faith without works is dead.” 

The Use of the Bible in the Meeting.— 
1. In using helps for topies do not forget 
The Book. 2. In reading Scripture lesson 
to break monotony have different methods. 
Proposed methods: (a). Responsive read- 
ing; (b). Reading in unison; (c). Memor- 
ized reading by members; (d). Individual 
reading the entire lesson; (e). Members 
read in succession the verses of lesson. 3. 
Develop good Bible readers among the 
young. They are needed. 4. To stimulate 
effort the pastor could give suggestions for 
better reading of Scripture. 5. Secure as 
many verses as possible that bear on topic. 
Have book and chapter and verse desig- 
nated on slip, and have members read same 
when called upon. 6. Another method is 
for the leader to name the place of the 
passage and allow the first one who finds 
verse to read it. Familiarizes the young 
people in the books of the Bible. Besides 
stimulates interest and enthusiasm. We 
make this a feature in our own society. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TOPICS 

April 4—(All Hymns from L. L. Hym- 
nal). Hymn 116, Ps: 100. Collect in 
unison “For Grace to do God’s Will.” pg. 
xvii. Scripture read by leader. Hymn 113. 
Leader presents topic. Another gives sum- 
mary of article in Review. Special music 
(arranged for in advance). Discussion of 


following questions: What does the Resur- 
rection mean to me? What is the relation 
of the Resurrection to daily life? to Mis- 
sions? to service in congregation? Close 
with Hymn 118, Collect for Easter Sunday, 
Lord’s Prayer and Benediction. Aim—To 
Prove that the Resurrection is a practical 
Doctrine and needs emphasis in our lives. 
April 11—Books for Reference: “The 
Crusade of Compassion,” Allen; Synodical 
Mission Papers. (For United Lutheran 
Chureh Leagues “Lutheran Woman’s 
Work,” “The Foreign Missionary,” April 
Supplement to Pamphlet, “The Call to Ser- 
vice,” for Y. P. Missionary Societies.) To 
further the cause of Medical Missions have 
one of following dialogues presented: 
“Hanging a Sign,” “Waiting for a Doctor,” 
secured from Literature Headquarters, 844 
Drexel Building, Philadelphia, or “A Mis- 
sionary Clinic,” found in July, 1919, num- 
ber of Lutheran Woman’s Work. Prepare 
map of the world showing where medical 
missions of our church are located. Prepare 
chart with pictures, and names of mission- 
aries, with views of hospital buildings. 
Hymns 98, 219. Ps. 72. Scripture read 
responsively. Address by ~President of 
W.M. S. on “The Call for Recruits.” Prac- 
tical question for discussion, “How best 
follow the footsteps of the Great Physi- 
cian?” Close with the usual services. 
April 18—Hymn 204, Ps. 122, Gloria Pa- 
tri. Prayer or Collect for “The Church.” 
pg. xv. Scripture read by two members. 
Hymn 178. Topic presented. Articles in 
Review and Church Papers summarized. 
Most salient points brought out. Article on 
“Membership” in Church Constitution read 
and discussed. Confirmation Vow recalled 
by having it recited by members. Practical 
Question, “How can I be more loyal to my 


congregation?” Luther League Rally 
Hymn and Lord’s Prayer. 
April 25—Reference Helps—Lutheran 


Lessen Commentary, 1920; pamphlet, “The 
Efficient Congregation a Working Church,” 
Hunt. 

Hymn 122, Ps. 1—Gloria Patri. Prayer 
by pastor. Scripture reading (needs prep- 
aration). Hymn 208. Presentation of 
Topic by summarizing articles in the Top- 
ics and Review. Special Music. Three 
papers, “Where is our congregation weak?” 
“How can we make our congregation bet- 
ter?” “What part should the young people 
take to make church more efficient?” Have 
prayers for workers by different members. 
Hymn 286 with closing service. ; 


MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


in twenty-four hundred churches. The highest grade instruments. Satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogs, Speci- 


fications and estimates on request. 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland 


Luther League Topics 


Easter 
Sunday. April 4, 1920. 
GLOOM DISPELLED 
(Biblical) 
Matt. 28 :1-10. 


Datty BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, John 4:46-54; evening, Deuter- 
onomy 1:1-46, 
Tuesday—Morning, 
teronomy 2:1-37. 


Matt. 8:1-17; evening, Deu- 


Wednesday—Morning, Mark 3:1-12; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 3:1-29. 

Thursday—Morning, Mark 5:1-20; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 4:1-49 

Friday—Morning, Luke 9:387-48a; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 5 :1-33. 

Saturday—Morning, Luke 17:11-19; evening, Deu- 


teronomy 6 :1-25. 


At the moment when Christ died, nothing 
could have seemed more abjectly weak, 
more pitifully hopeless, more absolutely 
doomed to scorn, and extinction, and 
despair, than the church which He had 
founded. It numbered but a handful of 
weak followers, of whom the boldest had 
denied his Lord with blasphemy, and the 
most devoted had forsaken Him and fled. 
They were poor, they were ignorant, they 
were helpless. They could not claim a 
single synagogue or a single sword. If 
they spoke their own language, it betrayed 
them by its mongrel dialect; if they spoke 
the current Greek, it was despised as a mis- 
erable patois. So feeble were they and in- 
significant, that it would have looked like 
foolish partiality to prophesy for them the 
limited existence of a Galilean sect. How 
was it that these dull and ignorant men, 
with their cross of wood, triumphed over 
the deadly fascinations of sensual mytholo- 
gies, conquered kings and their armies, and 
overcame the world? 

What was it that thus caused strength to 
be made perfect out of abject weakness? 
There is one, and only one possible answer 
—the resurrection from the dead. All this 
vast revolution was due to the power of 
Christ’s resurrection. “If we measure what 
seemed to be the hopeless ignominy of the 
catastrophe by which His work was ended, 
and the divine prerogatives which are 
claimed for Him, not in spite of, but in 
consequence of, that suffering and shame, 
we shall feel the utter hopelessness of 
reconciling the fact, and that triumphant 
deduction from it, without some interven- 
ing fact as certain as Christ’s passion, and 
glorious enough to transfigure its sorrow, 
to dispel its gloom.” Our scripture lesson 
tells the Easter story and we need not re- 
peat it here. The story of a. fact that has 
regenerated the world, taken the sting 
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from death, the victory from the grave, and 
dispelled forever the gloom which had en- 
shrouded the great beyond. But its mes- 
sage we must repeat. The message of the 
angel to the women: “He is_risen—go and 
tell.” 

Luther Leaguer, this is the Easter mes- 
sage which has come down the ages to you, 
to me, to all who name the name of Christ. 

There are countless millions still shroud- 
ed in the gloom of paganism, ignorance 
and superstition. Ours is the glorious 
privilege, yea the solemn task, to go and 
tell the message: He is risen, before which 
their gloom will be dispelled as mist before 
the rising sun, and they shall live in the 
light of the sun of righteousness. 

The restless millions wait 

The light whose dawning maketh ll 
things new, 

Christ also waits, but men are slow and 
late— 

Have we done all we could—have I, have 
you? 

First Sunday 

after Easter. April 11, 1920. 


FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 


(Study of Our Lutheran Medical Mission- 
aries) 
(Missionary) 
(Laura Scherer Copenhaver.) 
John 9:1-25, 34-38. 
DaILy BrisLte RBADINGS. 

Monday—Morning, John 21:15-17; 
teronomy 7 :1-26. 

Tuesday—Morning, Gal. 
onomy 8:1-20. 

Wednesday—Morning, Rom. 1:1-17; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 9:1-29. 

Thursday—Morning, 1 Cor. 

Deuteronomy 10 :1-22. 
ete si ae Jude 1-25; evening, Deuteronomy 

21-32. 

Saturday—Morning, 
onomy 12:1-32. 

It is Jeremiah who asks: “Is there no 
balm in Gilead? Is there no physician 
there?” 

The question is answered in the Old 
Testament by the psalmists and prophets 
who repeatedly speak of God as Healer, 
giver of life and of physical and spiritual 
cleansing Ps.) 6791, 2) Tsai 35:5; 6, “Jer: 
BOLI Ps aie 3: 

In the person of Christ all these prom- 
ises were made incarnate. When He dwelt 
upon earth in the form of man, He knew 
the morbid workings of the sin-sick soul; 
He understood the sufferings of the dis- 
eased body. He was surrounded by a wait- 


evening, Deu- 


6:1-10; evening, Deuter- 


12 318-27 ; 


evening, 


Rev. 2:1-10; evening, Deuter- 
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ing multitude of invalids, the fevered, the 
paralyzed, the epileptic. The Gospel story 
draws for us many such pictures of Him. 

A vivid one is held up for us in Matt. 
4:23, 24. Another in Acts 10:38. 

Jesus Himself regarded these healing 
miracles as the fulfilment of prophecy. 
Matt. 11:2-5. 

The natural outcome of the incarnation— 
God dwelling among men—was that power 
went out from Him-to all who approached 
Him in faith. So it was that the cleansing, 
healing forces were at work upon all who 
touched Him, believing. 

The simple, wonderful story of the 
Christ going about among the sick folks of 
Galilee, healing all manner of loathsome 
ills, has no parallel in history. No wonder 
that the restored in body longed reverently 
to be cleansed from sin, and that the great- 
er miracle followed the physical regenera- 
tion. So our medical missionaries tell us 
that the marvels of healing science wrought 
by them in heathen lands prepare the way 
for souls to be born again in bodies saved 
by God’s grace from the clutch of disease. 

Jesus brought the Father’s love straight 
to the hearts of men. He was God in the 
home, the workshop, the sick room, the 
house of death. , 

And he is God with us in the home, the 
workshop, the sick room, the house of 
death today. 

His presence and His power are not de- 
parted from us. He is the Great Physician 
still, as He was when He lived in Galilee. 

The trouble is not that the healing pow- 
er of God’s presence has departed from His 
people, but that many of His people do 
not open their hearts to the life-giving in- 
dwelling of the Spirit of God. When we 
walk in the glory of His strength, peace 
and joy and health attend our steps. Ps. 
91:10-12. 

Do you not know people—a few perhaps, 


it may be only one or two—coming into _ 


your home seems to bring peace and 
health? Whose mere passing through a 
world of sin-sick souls seems to be like the 
strong sweeping of a current of exhilarat- 
ing air through a room foul with the 
old, effluvia of custom and rebreathings 
through many tired mouths? Do you not 
know someone whose presence stirs you to 
new life, inspires you with fresh strength? 
The subtle all-powerful force of such 
people comes from the abiding within their 
souls of the Great Physician. Ps. 91.1. 
Read carefully Psalm 91:21. Do you 
fear to trust this promise? It has been 


found true by God’s courageous servants in — 
’ every land where they have risked their 


lives to-carry His word of healing to those 
who know Him not. From Paul, in the 
Island of Melita, to Livingstone, in the 
heart of Africa, there have not lacked in 
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all ages men and women who have known 
that God can stay the hand of \death itself, 
if need be, for the working out of His 
great purpose and for the lives of the 
feeblest of His children. 

It was an old pagan philosopher who 
said: “I cannot escape death, but I can 
escape the fear of death.” Shall we, the 
followers of the living God, be less cour- 
ageous? Shall we fail to rest our faith 
in life and death, the greatest promise ever 
made to the followers of a great leader? 
“Lo, I am with you alway?” Not hid away 
in heartless laws, not imprisoned by our 
finite understanding, but with us, the liv- 
ing Christ, making our mortal bodies the 
casements through which shines His glory, 
with transfiguring power, bringing new 
life to the world’s sick and sorrowing. Ps. 
2304. Piileded 3: 

Christ in us is not only our hope of 
glory, but the one source—the sole source 
of power to help, to heal, to save another 
life. 

Second Sunday 
after Easter. April 18, 1920. 
CONGREGATIONAL LOYALTY . 
(Practical) _ 
(Oliver C. C. Fetta.) 
2 Peter 2:9-21. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Eph. 4:1-16; evening, Deuter- 
onomy 13:1-18. 

Tuesday—Morning, Rom. 12:1-21; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 14:1-29 

Wednesday—Morning, 1 Cor. 18:1-18; evening, 


Deuteronomy 15 :1-23. 
Thursday—Morning, 1 Cor. 16:1-14; 
teronomy 16 :1-22. 
Friday—Morning, Acts 6:1-6; 
onomy 17 :1-20. 
aly oe Matt. 20:1-16; 
teronomy 18 :1-22. 


The Christian congregation is the one 
great spiritual organization that can and 
should call forth the best that is in man 
and his possessions. As a mother, the con- 
gregation nurses the spiritual life of her 
members. *In no other group of people 
can be found the influence for righteous- 
ness and peace. The congregation is the 
world’s greatest agency for the teaching 
of the Gospel, morality and works of 
mercy. In the congregation are found 
scores of noble lives that inspire us to 
follow the Master, and how stirring is 
the appeal of congregational worship. 
Whether by sermon and song or offering 
and prayer, the congregation by united 
worship will encourage all its believers. 

How lovingly the smallest child and 
weakest member is helped to grow in grace, 
and taught to participate and use the 
means of grace and learn more of the 
revelations of God. All the departments 
of the church—the Sunday School, Luther 
League, Brotherhood and Missionary So- 
cieties aid in the training of soldiers for 
Jesus Christ. 


evening, Deu- 
evening, Deuter- 


evening, Deu- 
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The church congregation was estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ and has His pro- 
tection and His blessing. Jesus is the 
true Head of the Christian Church, as well 
as our Saviour. 

If the congregation means all these 
things and more to us as members, we 
should be loyal to our congregation in word 
and in deed, all the time. But let us be 
loyal in the Christian spirit. It is one 
thing to go to church and pay dues, be- 
cause it is our duty to do so—but it is 
quite another thing to attend the stated 
services of the congregation to worship 
God and bring him our offerings as a privi- 
lege instead of a duty. Fellow leaguers, 
do we. regard work in the congregation as 
a duty and grumble occasionally or do we 
rejoice to do church work as a privilege 
and a pleasure? 


How CAN WE BE LOYAL TO OUR CONGRE- 
GATION ? 


First. By Prenaration. We can and 
should prepare ourselves to be more use- 
ful and loyal to our church by study of 
the Bible in Sunday School and in the 
Luther League. We should study the 
- Seriptures faithfully and learn the way 
of life so we can point it out to others. 
We should prepare ourselves to be intelli- 
gent Christian workers in the congrega- 
tion instead of shirkers, always unwilling 
to serve. 

Second. Regularity of attendance at 
eongregational services. How frequently 
well-meaning Christian people neglect reg- 
ular church attendance. The church is 
not only a meeting place for the members 
of a congregation, but it is the place to 
worship God, hence we can in a most posi- 
tive way show our loyalty to God and to 
our congregation by faithful, regular and 
prompt attendance at all services of the 
church, and participation in the services. 

Third. By prompt and liberal payment 
of dues. To give to the Lord, or rather to 
return to Him part of what He has given 
us, is an act of worship, when done cheer- 
fully. In these days of unheard of ex- 
travagance, shall we not render to the 
Lord the things that are the Lord’s—at 
least in a larger measure? 

Fourth. Bearing witness for Christ. In 
no way can we better show loyalty to our 
congregation than by living a Christian 
life as a member of a Christian organiza- 
tion. By their fruits you shall know them. 
Our hfe can be an encouragement and a 
blessing to the other members of our 
church, or the reverse. As Christians, we 
can be loyal to our congregation by doing 
the things Christ would have to do—cheer- 
fully and uncomplainingly. 

Fifth. Personal work. Every congre- 
gation is a good influence in a community, 
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so the larger we make the congregation, 
the greater will that influence be. Every 
member should eagerly devote time in 
personal work among his friends and 
neighbors to induce them to enter the 
congregation. How many real personal 
workers have we in our League today? By 
a little personal work, how many members 
could we add to our League from the mem- 
bership of our church alone? 

Sixth. Support work of congregation. 
Many good people think if they come to 
church regularly and pay their dues, it is 
sufficient. Not so. Work must be done 
and there must be workers. All members 
who would be loyal to their congregation 
should be willing to work and then work 
all the time. Luther Leaguers above all— 
who are preparing for useful service in 
the congregation, should be willing to serve 
on committees and hold office and _ toil 
without ceasing. Yes, the field is white 
unto the harvest, but where are the work- 
ers? 

Seventh. Be hopeful and _ optimistic. 
Many a good work has never been started 
because church members become pessimis- 
tic and hopeless, relying only on their own 
strength. Say a good word ‘for your 
League and your Church and be enthusias- 
tic—for that is always contagious. Don’t 
knock. 

Highth. Visit the sick and afflicted. A 
congregation is a large family—of believ- 
ers. On every hand are sick, suffering, 
sorrowing, tempted human beings—even in 
our own congregations, and shall we not 
loyally visit them in their distress? 

Ninth. Strive for harmony in the con- 
gregation. Any group of people derives 
strength from unity of purpose and execu- 
tion. But if a congregation is divided 
through lack of harmony of the members, 
the congregational power becomes equally 
small. Work with your congregation and 
in your congregation and not against it. 

Tenth. We can confess Christ before 
men by our faithful, loyal support of all 
the services of the church. Psalm 22:22, 
“T will declare Thy name unto my brethren: 
in the midst of the congregation will I 
praise thee.” Also Psalm 26:12. 

—*— 


SUFFICIENTLY TRIED 


Judge Ben B. Lindsay, of Denver, was 
lunching one day—it was a very hot day— 
when a politician paused beside his table. 
“Judge,” said he, “I see you’re drinking 
coffee. That’s a heating drink. In this 
weather you want to drink iced drinks, 
Judge—sharp iced drinks. Did you ever 
try gin and ginger ale?” 

“No,” said the Judge, smiling, “but I 
have tried several fellows who have.”’— 
Everybody’s Magazine. 
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Third Sunday 
after Easter. April 25, 1920. 
CONGREGATIONAL EFFICIENCY 
(Practical) 


(Oliver C. C. Fetta.) 
1 Cor. 12:1-11. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Col. 1:9-20; evening, Deuter- 
onomy 19:1-21. 
Tuesday—Morning, Col. 2:1-15; evening, Deuter- 


onomy 20 :1-20. 


Wednesday—Morning, Col. 3:1-17; evening, Deu- 
teronomy 21:1-23. 
Thursday—Morning, Rom. 10:8-11; evening, Deu- 


teronomy 22:1-30. 

Friday—Morning, Acts 2:37-41; 
onomy 23 :1-25. 

Saturday—Morning, Acts 16:27-34; 
teronomy 24:1-22. 

We are reminded in the Scripture Les- 
son for this topic that although there is 
but one Spirit there are varieties of gifts 
or talents given to men; that while we all 
have the same Lord, there are differences 
of administrations; and that while the 
same God worketh all in all, yet there are 
diversities of operations. We are also told 
that while there are many members of the 
same body, the body is still one—a unit. 
These are truths briefly stated, that would 
furnish profitable reading to many congre- 
gations, for ignoring these truths leads to 
one of the most common weaknesses of our 
church—that we are not utilizing or using 
the gifts or talents given to our church 
members. 

Every congregation desires to be ef- 
ficient in its work for the Master’s cause. 
To be efficient means to be prepared to 
act with power and produce the best re- 
sults possible. 

The first element necessary to make a 
congregation really efficient is to educate 
the members of the congregation in all the 
work it should perform. A congregation 
cannot reach the highest point of efficiency 
until the members really understand and 
are convinced of the doctrines upon which 
that congregation and denomination rests. 
There should be genuine conviction in the 
hearts of all the members of the congrega- 
tion that their denomination is teaching 
and preaching the pure Word of God; a 
knowledge of the history of their denomina- 
tion and the policies and principles of that 
denomination. Church members should be 
able to show cause for the faith that is in 
them and the purpose and objects of Chris- 
tianity. 

An efficient congregation always has a 
goal or goals. If it has no aim or purpose 
toward which it is working the congrega- 
tion is drifting with the tides. The goal 
may change from time to time as occa- 
sion demands, but should always include 
the true spiritual development of all its 
members. But the congregation should al- 
ways keep in mind certain definite pur- 
poses and lines of activity, whether it be 


evening, Deuuter- 


evening, Deu- 
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the erection of a new church, works of 
mercy in the community, missionary ac- 
tivity, or other objects. 

Of course, one of the main purposes of a 
congregation is to establish a church home 
for its members and to maintain the teach- 
ing and preaching of the Word of God; 
hence an efficient congregation is one whose 
members regularly attend the hours of wor- 
ship. 

An efficient congregation is not only a 
congregation of regular worshipers, but of 
regular, faithful workers. Every person at 
work should be the motto, and not occasion- 
ally but all the time. No high pressure 
evangelism, but steady, faithful, devoted ac- 
tivity on the part of every member pro- 
duces results. 

An efficient congregation recognizes the 
advantages of training and equipment. Not. 
only should a congregation be amply sup- 
plied with the best literature, comfortable 
pews, well heated and ventilated buildings, 
but should always be on the watch for new 
methods and approved system. 

The Scripture Lesson teaches that people 
have various gifts and talents from the 
same Spirit. Every Leaguer knows this to 
be the truth from actual experience. One 
Leaguer has ability to lead the devotional 
meetings—another to sing, another to pre- 
side at meetings and still others to act as 
chairman for committees. An _ efficient 
League or congregation constantly tries to 
develop and use the special powers and tal- 
ents of all the members. Let us remember 
that they are all gifts from the same Spirit 
and we should use the humblest talent. 

In almost every congregation there is ef- 
ficiency along one or more lines—but does 
that efficiency extend to spiritual things? 
The congregation for instance may have 
been developed in raising funds or in at- 
tracting large crowds to the services, or in 
erecting new buildings—but is that congre- 
gation efficient or able to increase the spir- 
itual power of its members? Every congre- 
gation can glory in good works performed, 
but there are still weaknesses enough left 
to humble us. : 

An efficient congregation distributes the 
work of the church among all the members, 
not among the few. All are parts of one 
body, so should all work to make the body 
efficient. 

An efficient congregation enjoys the as- 
sistance of a staff of skilled, trained work- 
ers. Not only should we seek to develop 
the peculiar talents of members, but we 
should seek to develop new workers. Change 
committees, and rotate officers, and thus de- 
velop leaders in the work of the church. Too 
few persons are given an opportunity to de- 
velop leadership. in doing Christian work. 

An efficient congregation is an unselfish 

(Continued on page 29) 


Methods and Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. 


Easter 


Easter and springtime with their joy and 
gladness are with us again. Make this— 
the greatest festival of the Church—a joy- 
ous season with the Juniors. May the true 
meaning of the festival fill their minds and 
souls. ‘ 

April Posters 


For any meeting during April, draw fig- 
ures of children with umbrellas, or cut same 
from magazines, and print below, “In April 
There May Be a Shower, But Get Your 
Umbrella and Come for an Hour, to the 
Junior League Meeting.” 

April 4—Follow suggestion given in the 
Topic. 

April 11—On white cardboard paste a 
large church, cut from grey cardboard (col- 
ored windows can be added!), and below 
write, “Altar, Lecturn and Pulpit in the 
Church You Will See, If You Come to 
Junior League on Sat. at Three.” 

April 18—Draw a guide post on a card, 
print on it “To Junior League,” below put 
several groups of children, and print the 
Topic and the time of the meeting. 

April 25—Draw a bar of music on a long 
card. At the top write, “Get your hymn 
book and then look for some one to bring 
along to Junior League.’”’ Write the words 
“Junior League” on the bar of music in 
note style. Write the time of the meeting 
below. 

For Easter posters use one of the Perry 
pictures showing the Easter story, sur- 
round this with Easter flowers, daffodils if 
a white card is used, hyacinths or crocuses 
if a lavender card—(draw these with cray- 
on, or cut from crepe paper)—and print 
notice of the meeting below in lavender. 

For an Easter missionary poster group 
around the Easter pictures of people of 
other lands, and print. the Easter message, 
“He is risen. Go—tell,” around the pic- 
ture. 

Invitations 


Use Easter figures and spring flowers 
cut from crepe napkins, pasted on card- 
board, cut out and the invitation to the 
meeting written on the back. 


Practical Work 


The Junior League should render some 
practical service at Easter time. Send 
small plants to shut-ins, flowers to sick 
members, and Easter cards to those in hos- 
pitals, homes, ete. One Junior Society last 
year made tiny Easter baskets for its sick 
members. Another society always sends 
those ill a package of “Pansy Thoughts’— 
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twelve white envelopes on which are pasted 
pansies cut from paper napkins, little 
poems, stories, jokes and pictures slipped 
inside, and the whole tied together with 
lavender, yellow and green ribbon. 

Once a year let the Juniors entertain 
the Cradle Roll babies and their mothers— 
and Eastertime is a good time. Arrange 
an Easter party, with a little talk on Cradle 
Roll work for the mothers, crackers and 
milk for the babies, and fluffy yellow chicks 
as souvenirs. It aids the work, as these 
Cradle Roll babies will very soon be 
Juniors! 


Hints from the Topics 


April 4—See the Topic for suggestions. 

April 11—“Altar, Lecturn and Pulpit.” 
Make the aim of this Topic be to foster 
church attendance on the part of the chil- 
dren. Tell the stories of the Tabernacle 
and the Temple, contrasting them with our 
modern churches. Tell the significance of 


the chancel vestments at the various 
Church seasons. 
April 18—“‘We are the _ Branches.” 


Teach our dependence on God, and con- 
trast the helplessness of heathen gods. 
Show how we have a part in God’s King- 
dom, and in the work of the Kingdom. 

April 25—Tell the stories of some of our 
great hymns, their authors, and their 
origin. ‘Favorite Hymns” will.give these 
stories. Make some plans for the music in 
your Junior League. Organize some of the 
children into a Junior choir, to aid with 
the music. Plan to teach several new hymns 
and teach a missionary carol. 

-— te - 
LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
(Continued from page 28) 
body of believers that is willing to be spent 
in the cause of Christ. Hence, a congrega- 
tion should be known for its deeds of mercy 
and helpfulness in the community. 

An efficient church is devoted to the cause 
of missions, whether it be inner, home or 
foreign missions. Where it is taught that 
giving is an act of worship, there will be 
fewer demands for “money for missions.” 

An efficient church recognizes the voice 
of authority of Jesus Christ as the Head of 
the Church, and is willing to obey His com- 


-mands in humility. “If ye love Me, kee» My 


commandments.” 
—4— 
A CORRECTION 
The word “ANNIVERSARIES” in the 
paragraph before the last in the General 
Secretary’s March letter should have been 
“addresses.” 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REY. A. T. MICHLER. 


ApriL 4, 1920 (HasterR SunpDAy). 
“Gloom Dispelled.” 
By Rev. Paul J. Neff. 
Scripture Lesson—Matt. 28 :1-10. 


The joy of Easter came with great force to 
the women who were privileged to worship at 
the feet of their risen Savior. They had their 
hearts’ desire. He lived again. Their gloom 
vanished entirely before the brightness of this 
new and mighty wonder. 

Paster joy is not confined to the past. 
Though we have not looked into the empty 
tomb or spoken to the angel or seen our Lord’s 
living face we nevertheless share so abundantly 
in the inestimable benefits of the resurrection 
that our hearts overflow with gladness and our 
lips burst forth in song whenever a new Haster 
Day dawns. 

The reason for our joy is not hard to deter- 
mine. The one big question before mankind 
is this, Shall we live again? And the one big 
and only satisfactory answer to that question 
is the open tomb of the living Jesus Christ. 
He came back from the dead to show us His 
power and by that power He promises us who 
believe in Him He will raise us up also. 

Some people do not believe that Jesus died 
and rose again. For them the question, Shall 
we live again? is still unanswered. They still 
walk in a maze of doubt, uncertainty and fear. 
The terror of the grave is upon them and they 
lay their dead away with but scant hope of 
ever seeing them again. HEven their views of 
what years they have to live in this world are 
warped and constricted until they are ready to 
believe that the only good in existence is such 
pleasure as may be gotten out of animal indul- 
gence and selfishness. 

Contrast this, a gloomy prospect, with the lot 
of the believer. For him there is joy in the 
assurance that there is a life after death and 
a way to make that life eternally happy. No 
terror of the grave holds him in its clutches. 
He buries his loved ones under the sod in the 
firm hope that he will meet them again on the 
heavenly shore. He lives his life in the open 
acknowledgment of the fact that he is destined 
to be an inhabitant of God’s realm and will 
share in the privileges and happiness of the 
Son of God. With his high prospect before 
him he tries to mend his ways and to follow 
truth as he sees it in Christ in order that he 
may be ready for the occupancy of his place in 
eternity. 

Surely joy is not misplaced at Easter time 
when we think of the significance of our Lord’s 


resurrection. 
Apri 11, 1920. 
“A Model Church.” 
By Rey. Paul J. Neff. 
Scripture Lesson—Acts 2 :42-47. 


Peter’s preaching on Pentecost moved three 
thousand souls to confess Christ. Under the 
direction of the apostles these converts united, 
threw all their possessions into a common fund 
and lived like one family. Their zeal was such 
that we almost wish we might have the same 
kind of a Church now. 

That primitive Church, however, was not a 
model for us. We could not use their methods 
and take their same views today. We must use 
such means as we find at hand in the twen- 
tieth century to maintain our organization and 
follow our work of preaching Christ. It would 
not do to try to meet modern needs by ancient 
methods, 


The Church has some marks, however, which 
in any age and in any place will always show 
what her character is. In this topic we are 
interested in learning what a good church’s 
marks are. 

The first qualification of a good church is 
that she has a fair idea of her mission in the 
world. Matthew 28 :19-20. 

The second is that she works by every right 
means at her disposal to perform her mission 
and has a zeal for gathering in, not members 
of the church only, but members of Christ. 
Romans 12:6-8. 

The third is that in the doing of her work 
she remembers to keep herself spiritual, not 
trying to harmonize God and mammon in the 
same organization or not allowing the intro- 
dnetion of things of the world to push the 
bora of Christ out of the Church. I Peter 


These three points with all they include are 
rarely found in any degree of perfection in any 
church and yet they are the fundamental quali- 
fications for the attainment of her proper dig- 
nity and power. 

Luther Leaguers should always remember 
that the Church is not only a building but that 
it is a band of individuals. As the individuals 
are in their way of living up to the mission 
of the Church so also is the Church as a body. 
It is, therefore, the duty of every member to 
get the very best knowledge possible of the 
Church’s purpose and work and methods, for 
through such knowledge greater loyalty and 
activity will be secured and the Church will 
be raised a bit nearer the level of perfection 
when all her members are better informed and 
more thoroughly prepared to do her great work. 


ApriL 18, 1920. 
“Oongegational Loyalty.” 
By Rey. Paul J. Neff. 

Scripture Lesson—2 Peter 2:19-21. 

A congregation, like a family, thrives and 
counts for something in a community only when 
its members submit to rightful authority, work 
together in love for the good of each other and 
take active interest in the welfare of all 
humanity. I Cor. 14:38. ‘I Cor. 12:12, 18, 14. 
Heb. 13:17. Eph. 4:4, 5, 6. 

Who are rightful authorities in a congrega- 
tion? The pastor, church council, officers and 
teachers of Sunday school, presidents of sub- 
organizations within the congregation and the 
likelike. These are to be recognized as the lead- 
ers in what is said and done, not because they 
have any special power over the rest of the 
congregation, but because they have been elected 
or appointed to establish and maintain order. 


. Without order there can be no work done and 


without submission to authority there can be no 
order. To obey those whom they themselves 
have appointed to rule over them is the part 
of good common sense and consistency in the 
members of any congregation. Christ Himself 
was subject to rightful authority. Only when 
authority was wrong and abused did He rebel. 

A congregation loyal to authority will also 
be loyal in the doing of its work. What is its 
work? To spread the Gospel, to maintain a 
place in which the Gospel may be preached, 
to support a preacher, to hold and regularly 
attend Sunday services and other necessary 
gatherings, to keep the congregational treasury 
supplied with funds, to give what time, energy 
and sacrifice as may be useful to the peace 
and prosperity of the Church and to do any- 
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thing our hearts think right and good, pro- 
vided it can be done without conflicting with 
the rights and privileges of others. 

Loyalty to the work and duty of a congre- 
gation develops in the members a desire to reach 
out beyond the limits of its own organization. 
They begin to think of and do for the poor, the 
needy, the orphan, the aged and the like and 
to give of their means for doing world-work. 
They cease becoming an organization that works 
only for self and self-improvement and become 
in the full sense of the term a missionary 
Church. 

A loyal congregation’s quality of character 
can nearly always be measured by the amount 
of work done for the neediest cause of the great 
Church of which the congregation is a part. 


APRIL 25, 1920. 
“Congregational Efficiency.” 
By Rev. Paul J. Neff. 
Scripture Lesson—I Cor. 12 :1-11. 


Every congregation is banded together for a 
purpose. Without some purpose, some aim, it 
cannot long continue. 

The purpose of the great Church of Christ 
is to preach the Gospel to all nations and to 
baptize them. The purpose of the separate 
congregations, therefore, is the same. Matt. 
28:19, 20. 

An efficient congregation is one which has 
ways and means by which it accomplishes its 
work with the least confusion and delay and 
the most orderliness and promptness. These 
ways and means must be in harmony with the 
spiritual nature of the Church or they will 
carry a congregation into worldliness and then 
into weakness. Some congregations have effi- 
ciency but they haye so completely been drawn 
away from the true purpose of the Church 
that they work hard and get results but not 
the right kind. 

The efficiency of any congregation is not 
always easily seen. Only by taking into judg- 
ment the circumstances, size and strength of 
a congregation and the odds against which it 
struggles can a fair estimate of its efficiency 
be made. But there are some things that al- 
ways seem to be good in congregational work. 

A congregation that continually studies her 
field of labor and thus keeps her purpose ever 
before her will be filled with desire to do all 
it can for the Lord. 

A congregation that is well organized and 
tries to make use of all or of as many of the 
spiritual gifts of its members as possible will 
find the way open to the doing of much good 
work. Hph. 4:11, 12. I Cor. 12:5, 28. I. Cor. 
14:33, 40. 

A congregation in which the members are all 
or nearly all willing to do what they can when 
and where their services may be needed and 
are ready to get behind every undertaking of 
the Church, great or small, and push it to suc- 
cess, is beyond doubt on the high road to effi- 
ciency. But along with this must go the dis- 
position on the part of members to prefer one 
another in honor. 

A congregation which discountenances the 
very common practice of criticising pastor, 
choir, council, presidents of societies, commit- 
tees and other workers certainly must be near 
the very pinnacle of success and efficiency. 
And if the people thereof are more concerned 
with questions of what they think and know of 
Christ than with how they like or do not like 
the sermon or the singing, certainly there is 
little more to be desired. Jas. 5:9. Jas. 2:1-4. 
I Peter 2:17. I Peter 3:8, 9. 

The efficient members of a congregation are 
the loyal ones, those who really love to work 
for Christ, 
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JUNIOR. 

Apri 4, 1920 (HastEeR SunpDay). 
The Children of Japan (Kindergartens). 
(Missionary. ) 

By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


(The Missionary Topics for the Junior 
Leagues have been prepared under the auspices 
of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church. The material for 
this program will be found in The Junior Lead- 
er’s Quarterly, which provides for lessons for 
three grades, grouped according to age, and - 
which can be obtained from the office of the 
Luther League Review, 846 Drexel Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., price 10 cents per quarter.) 


PROGRAM, 


1. Silent Prayer. (The Superintendent will 
close with a short prayer.) 

2. Opening Song—‘Christ for the World We 
Sing.” 

3. Lesson Topic—The Children of Japan. 

4. Scripture Lesson—John 3 :12-17. 


5. Comment—(There are many things that 
are hard to understand, but we believe 
that God’s promises are true, and He 
has said, “Whosoever believeth on Him,” 
that is Jesus, “shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.’ We are not sending our 
teachers and missionaries to heathen 
lands to condemn the people, but as God 
sent His Son into the world that the 
world through Him might be saved, so 
we send our missionaries to tell these 
people that Jesus loves them and wants 
to help and save them from everlasting 
punishment. 

6. Divide the Juniors into three groups (rep- 
resenting three grades). A. The First 
Grade will have the lesson told to them 
by their leader. (See 1st Grade ‘‘The 
Junior Leader’s Quarterly.”) B. Second 
Grade: Impersonations—(a) ‘‘Ume San” 
(Feast of Dolls), by a girl; (b) ‘Kazko” 
(The Feast of Flags), by a boy; (d) 
“Happy San.” (From the Second Grade 
“The Junior Leader’s Quarterly.” C. 
Third Grade (a) Instead of a quiz, use 
the November number of Lutheran Wo- 
man’s Work, show the pictures on page 
387, and read or tell the “Story of the 
Schoolgirl who made the First Gift for 
our Japanese Mission,” page 400. (b) 
Tell of the Feast Days in Japan. (c) 
Tell of the homes from which the children 
come. (d) The Children of the New 
Japan. (e) Waster for all the World. 

Reassemble the Juniors. 

Song “The Morning Light is Breaking.” 

Presentation of our own Missionaries. 
(Junior Leader’s Quarterly, Third 
Grade). (a) Miss Mary Lou Bowers. (b) 
Miss Martha Akard. (presented by Jun- 
iors). 

10. Sentence Prayers. 

11. Offering. 

12. Roll Call. (Respond with a verse of 

Scripture beginning with D 

13. Business. (a) Minutes of the last meet- 
ing read and approved. (b) Old Busi- 
ness. (c) New Business (reports of 
standing committees, etc.) 

14. Closing Prayer. “God be merciful unto 
us and bless us, and cause His face to 
shine upon us, that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health 
among all nations. Amen.” 

15. Have the Juniors march out. (“Onward 
Christian Soldiers’ or some song in 
march time,) 
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Poster—Several Japanese children sketched 
on a lavender or pale tinted card, and verse 
“Come to our missionary meeting on Japan, 
And about these children we'll tell you all that 
we can” written in imitation Japanese char- 
acters up and down the ecard. 

Invitation—Japanese lanters or parasols cut 
from lavender, pink or blue cardboard, same 
verse written on back. 

Did you enjoy the work on your China Scrap 
Books? You cam make a small one for each 
of the countries about which you study and you 
will find the children just as much interested as 
they were in “Mook” and his countrymen. 

See that an offering is taken for the kinder- 
gartens in Japan, tell of the need of more 
workers in Japan, and above all, pray with the 
children, and for them, that the hearts of some 
Junior leaders and teachers may be touched 
to carry the message of the Gospel to this land, 
that some of the Juniors may grow up prepar- 
ing themselves to be our representatives in 


Japan. 
Aprit 11, 1920. 
“The Altar, Lectern and Pulpit.” 
By Jane M. Truxal. 

“Let All Things be Done Decently 
Order’—1 Cor. 14:40. 

Scripture Lesson—Psalm 84:1-3; 42 :38-4. 

References—I1 Cor. 9:13; Matt. 5:23-24; 1 
Kings 7:48. 

The Church of Christ is recognized by two 
characteristics—the pure teaching of the 
Gospel and the right administration of the 
Sacraments. In order to administer these 
properly we must have a church, and in that 
church a certain part must be reserved as the 
place from which the Word is read and the 
Sacraments supplied to the people. This place 
is known as the Chancel. The Lord Himself 
loves order, and so in our Lutheran Churches 
we try to be orderly in all our arrangements and 
services of His House. 

Let us look at the furnishings of the Chancel 
in our Churches. They are: The Altar, the 
Pulpit, the Lectern (or Reading Desk). The 
Chancel floor is usually three steps above the 
auditorium floor. Within the Chancel we find, 
on one side: 

The Lectern (or Reading Desk)—It is from 
this desk that our Ministers read the Word of 
God, and usually announcements and notices are 
read here. 

The Pulpit—The pulpit is on the opposite 
side of the Chancel. The question as to which 
side of the church the pulpit should occupy has 
not been definitely decided in our Churches. 
The Pulpit is of different shape and construc- 
tion—many being circular in form, and some 
are constructed of wood and others of brass or 
other material, and some are very beautiful in 
construction. It is from this that our Ministers 
preach the Word. 

The Altar—We now come to the most im- 
portant part of the Chancel furnishings, with 
all its Mysteries and Blessings—the Altar. It 
is placed in the rear of the Chancel, on an 
elevation, at least one step higher than the 
rest of the Chancel, and sometimes three steps 
higher. It should be of the best material pos- 
sible, and as beautiful in construction as it 
can be made. It is rectangular in form. To be 
strictly correct the Altar should stand seven 
steps above the floor of the church. 

The prime purpose of the Altar is for the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. It is that 
which gives it the right to exist. If it were 
not that we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, the 
Christian Church would not have an Altar, 
To us Lutherans, the Lord’s Supper is so in- 
timately connected with the Altar that we call 


and in 
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it sometimes “The Sacrament of the Altar.” 
As the Font stands for Baptism and the Pulpit 
for the Word, so the Altar stands for the 
Lord’s Supper. 

The Altar also reminds us of our Lord’s 
Sacrifice of His Life for us. There is still 
another meaning for us. Our Altar stands for 
God’s Gift of Grace to us, and, therefore, on 
this Altar from which we receive so rich and 
precious a feast, we, every Lord’s Day, lay our 
humble offerings in appreciation of His Mer- 
cies, and on this Altar, too, our Lutheran 
Church places the Cross as a symbol and re- 
minder of what the Crucified Christ has done 
for His people. 

Apriz 18, 1920. 
We Are The Branches. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


Scripture Lesson—St. John 15:1-9. 
References—Isaiah 4:2; 60:21; Hosea 14:6. 
Memory Verse—Prov. 11:28. 

Our Lord Jesus, when He was here upon 
earth, always used, to illustrate the truth He 
wanted to teach, the simplest things of life, 
the things the people saw all about them, and 
with which they were familiar. As he taught 
the multitudes, on the mountainside, or by the 
seashore, He looked out over the fields, and, 
seeing the waving grain, He told them the story 
of the Sower and the Reaper. Sometimes He 
used the Lily of the Field or the birds as illus- 
trations. Another time He told the people of 
the Lost Sheep and the Good Shepherd, and 
they could easily understand and appreciate this 
story, for they knew about tending flocks. He 
also used the Vine, as an illustration, and that 
too was very familiar to the people of Palestine. 

The Lesson Developed—During the long hours 
of the night before Jesus was arrested and taken 
away to be tried, condemned and crucified, after 
He and His Disciples had eaten of the Passover 
Feast, and He had instituted the Lord’s Supper, 
Jesus talked with His Disciples about the 
things that were to come to pass, and then He 
told them, in the words of our Lesson for today, 
about the Vine and the Branches. He said: 
“T am the Vine; ye are the Branches.” Now 
Jesus did not mean the Disciples alone were 
to be Branches, but all believers who were to 
follow them. He meant all of us. What a 
blessed thought! We are His Branches! Now 
the fruit of the vine is to be found upon the 
branches of the vine, and all the branches of 
a vine must bear the same kind of fruit, the 
fruit that belongs to that sort of a vine. So, 
if we are His Branches, we must bear the kind > 
of fruit He bore. We cannot bear good fruit 
without Him. We must be live branches, for 
dead branches will not bear fruit. If the 
farmer finds dead branches on his vines, he 
trims the dead branches off and casts them into 
the fire. So, if we do not do the work Christ 
wants us to do; if we are selfish and lazy or 
indifferent ; if we love only our own pleasures; 
if we do not help to bring others to Christ, or 
feed the hungry and clothe the poor; if we 
do not bring cheer into saddened lives; if we 
do not help to send the Gospel to the heathen, 
then we are dead branches, and fit only to be 
cast into the fire, for-we are only hindering 
His work. A dead branch hinders the vine, ana’ 
so the farmer removes it, that the vine may 
be stronger and bring forth more fruit. Do 
we Juniors want to hinder His. work, or do 
we want to help make His work more glorious? 

If we want to be Branches of the true Vine, 
we must abide in Him. The branch that is eut 
off from the vine does not bear fruit. And 
neither can we bear fruit unless we abide in 
Him. And how can we abide in Him? Listen! 
By keeping close to Him; by reading his Word— 
the Bible—regularly; by constant and regular 
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attendance at the services in His House, and 
by earnest and faithful prayer. We must talk 
with Him frequently if we would abide in Him. 

The vine will grow larger and stronger as 
the branches increase and become stronger; so 
this Vine to which we belong will grow more 
and more in this world as the Branches in- 
crease and grow and bear fruit, and by and by 
the Branches—those who have Jesus and abide 
in Him—will fill all the world, and they will 
have helped to bring all the world to Christ, 
an : 

“In that day shall the Branch of the Lord 
be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 
earth be excellent and comely.” 


APRIL 25, 1920. 
A Beautiful Hymn. 
“The Church's One Foundation” 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your hearts to the Lord. Eph. 5:19 

Scripture Lesson—Psalm 98 :1-6. 

Parallel passagees—Psalm 115:2; 138 :1-2; 


Memory Verse—Psalm 149:1. 

The Christian religion is a religion of song. 
The worship of our God Jehovah has ever been 
a religion of song. Even before Christ came 
to this earth the Jews were singing the Psalms, 
Hundreds of years before, Moses and Miriam 
and Deborah and others made and sang songs 
of praise to God. In the night in which Jesus 
was betrayed we read that He and His Disciples 
sang hymns. 

His followers often gathered’ together for 
worship in song. Peter sang songs and hymns 
while in prison. The early Christians used to 
meet in caves and in the catacombs at Rome to 
sing hymns of praise to God. 

Christianity is a singing religion because it 
is a happy religion, and when we are happy we 
cannot keep silent. The Psalmist said: “Break 
forth into joy; sing together ye waste places of 
Jerusalem.” 

One song may be better than many a sermon 
to bring a soul to Christ. We cannot all preach 
sermons, but we can all sing the hymns of the 
ehurch. Even if we do not haye as good voices 
as others, we can learn the words and sing 
them. We need not be artists. If we have the 
heart and the love, we can sing the gospel story 
into the hearts of others. 

The Lesson Developed—The Lutheran Church 
has a blessed heritage in her wealth of beautiful 
hymns, which have been written by saints in 
ages past, and which have been the comfort 
and delight of so many Christians during all 
these years. 

One of the most beautiful and most beloved 
of the hymns of our Chureh is the one entitled 
“The Church’s One Foundation.” It was writ- 
ten by the Rey. Samuel John Stone in the year 
1866, and it expresses very beautifully our 
great Lutheran doctrines. Let us look at it, 
stanza by stanza: 

In the first stanza we read that the Church 
is founded by Christ, who is its Head, and that 
we become members of that Church by Baptism, 
and so we then belong to Him; that He came 
down from Heaven and claimed us for His own, 
just a Bride is claimed by her husband; that 
He bought us with his own blood, giving His 
life on the Cross for us—who are the Church. 

Then we read how great throngs of people 
come from eyery nation, and become one in 
Him—one people, with one Lord, one Faith, 
one Birth, blessing one Name, that of Jesus, 
eating and drinking one Food, His Body and 
Blood, and all having one hope, Eternal Life. 

In the third stanza we learn that, although 
many men in the Church disagree, and try to 
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tear down the work of the Church, and others 
desert the Faith and Doctrines of the Church, 
there are yet many saints in the Church who 
still pray to God, and have faith in Him; and 
in the last stanza we read that, through all 
her toil and trouble and warfare the Church 
looks forward to the time when she shall be 


‘victorious over sin, and shall be at rest. 


So we see how beautifully we can express 
our great doctrines in glad songs, especially 
the great songs which the Church has _ tried. 
What a blessed thing for our boys and girls 
to store their memories with these great hymns, 
so that they can serve Good by a life of happy 
praise. 

We are not surprised that so many children 
have lost their love for the Church. They do 
not take part in its services; they have not 
learned and loved the grand old church hymns 
which have comforted the saints for ages. 
There are no better hymns than our Lutheran 
Hymns. Let us learn to sing them and we 
will love and cherish them all our lives. 

i 

BEING A LEADER ON SUNDAY 
NIGHT 
(Continued from page 9) 

spiritual gymnastics, or merely as a means 
for securing the things they desire. But 
they should saturate the whole meeting, in 
the days of preparation as well as in the 
hour of presentation, with the spirit of 
prayer. The devotional element in the de- 
votional meeting ought to be a real com- 
munion of the mind and heart of every 
person present with the mind and heart of 
God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

fe 
GOSPEL MISSION OF WASHINGTON, 

(Continued from page 16) 

our first converts now holding a good goy- 
ernment position with a nice family about 
him. Mr. R., a low tramp, now redeemed, 
gets $5,000 a year at the head of a big 
business. A Lutheran lawyer from Phila- 
delphia who was reclaimed by God’s grace 
from being a drunken tramp to be a use- 
ful lawyer, a good church worker and a 
loving husband and father. A Mississippi 
politician down and out now a converted 
man on a salary of $3,000. Many Gospel 
Mission men are now at the head of mis- 
sions in other cities, two are ordained min- 
isters and hundreds of men have been 
restored by grace to be useful citizens and 
good churchmen. Like the Sunday School, 
a mission is a feeder for the churches in 
the community. Almost every evening you 
can see a good number of our redeemed 
men at the mission. They are now neatly 
clothed, clear-eyed, deliberate, reserved 
men who have returned to noble life. They 
are government employees, mechanics, 
bookkeepers, many of them are college 
men whom God will lead into increasing 
usefulness. ; 

Washington is the highway of the nation; 
in helping us you may be helping your 
neighbor’s or your own wandering son. 
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Luther on Profiteers of 


His Day 


66 HERE are those who demand ex- 
orbitant prices and reap excessive 
profits because they know that 

there is a shortage of a certain commodity. 

They acquire wealth at the expense of 

their neighbor. Such men are simply 

thieves, robbers, and usurers. Others buy 
up a certain line of goods until they con- 
trol the market, and then raise the price 
as high as they please. These are the so- 
called monopolies, which should not be per- 
mitted to exist; princes and rulers should 
crush them if they would do justice to their 
office. These monopolists are not worthy 
of being called men or of living among 
men, they are not even worthy of being 
instructed or admonished. The Govern- 
ment would do right if it took away from 
them everything they have, and drove them 

out of the country” (Erl. 22, 215). 

“Some of them approach a trader who 
is crowded by his creditors, and send him 
agents who successively offer him 8 gilders, 
then 7, then 6, for an article worth 10, 
until the man gets frightened at the sink- 
ing market, and sells his goods at a loss 
for whatever he can get. Such financiers 
we call cut-throats, although they are much 
admired as able business men. Again, 
three or four business men will get to- 
gether and buy up the available supply 
of some commodity which is rising in price 
on account of war or other accident, and 
then agree upon a price below which they 
will not sell. They even penalize those of 
their own membership who sell below the 
price. The English traders in cloth are 
especially noted for this trick. . . By rais- 
ign or lowering prices the monopolists de- 
stroy all the little dealers, as the pike 
destroys the little fish in the pond. This 
is the reason why everybody must pay 
their price today for groceries. Today 
they will raise the price on ginger, next 
year on another spice, so they always break 
even; if the ginger crop is a failure, they 
recoup themselves on saffron, etc., so they 
always have a sure profit. Kings and 
princes should take a hand in this and 
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regulate matters with a heavy hand. But 
I am told that rulers have a secret under- 
standing with these men. They hang a 
thief who has stolen a guilder| or a half, 
and are accomplices of those who rob all 
mankind, and are greater thieves than all 
the rest. ” 

“All you can do is to skin and tax the 
poor in order to serve your dignity, pride 
and luxury, until the common man cannot 
nor will not bear such tyranny any longer. 
The sword is now drawn against your 
throat, and still you imagine that no one 
is going to lift you out of the saddle. 
God will strike you down in the end, no 
matter how many of the peasants you will 
kill. It is not the peasants, but God Him- 
self, who is warring against you in order 
to visit your tyrannies upon your heads.“ 
“Your horrible tyranny and your abuse of 
the common man will ‘certainly be visited 
upon you and will destroy you.” 


SUFFER LITTLE 
CHILDREN 


A NEW SACRED SONG 
by 
W. RHYS-HERBERT 


“Tt will touch the heart of everybody.” 


A straightforward “melody-song” with 
simple yet effective accompaniment for 
either piano or organ. 


PUBLISHED IN Two KEys: 


In Bb, for high or medium voice. 
In F, for low voice. 


Send .40 for sample copy. 
ADDRESS 


J. FISCHER & BRO. 


Fourth Ave. & Eighth St. (Astor purer) 


R: Grigster. Nae 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Hach quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 
75 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter... .75 


One copy 1 year........25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 


These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 
Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can easily be 
secured, as will be noted below: 


The Course 


Life of Luther, Dr. Wm. Rein; The Truth of the Apostles’ 
Creed; Lutheran Manual; History of the Reformation, Peters; 
Praying and Working; Schoenberg Cotta Family, or choice of 
Brige of Wittenberg, Knight in Grey, or Blind Girl of Witten- 
erg. 

The first five books and one of the last four will be sent by 
express or parcel pust prepaid for $4.00. Or we will give 
these six books as a premium on receipt of $12.50 for 25 
new subscriptions to the LurHerR Lracun REvVIPW. 


Supplemental Reading Course 


Life of Luther, Wackernagel, $1.50; Life of Melanchthon, 
Stump, $1.25; Reformation Dawn, Painter, 50 cents; Ecclesia 
Lutherana, Seiss, $1.00; Katherine Von Bora, Endelleh, $1.00; 
Gustavus Adolphus, Monroe, 50 cents; The Explanation of the 
Common Service, 75 cents; Way of Salvation, Gerberding, 
$1.00; Elements of Religion, Jacobs, $1.25; Lutheran Foreign 
Missions, Lauray, $1.25; Sacred Meditations, Gerhard, $1.00. 

We will send any of these books pos*paid on receipt of price 
quoted, or on receipt of $5.00 for 10 new subscriptions to the 
LurHpR Leacun REVIEW will send any choice of $2.00 worth 
of books as a premium. 


Junior Course 


_. Martin of Mansfield, Seebach; Lutheran Landmarks, Finck; 
The Schoolmaster and Son, Caspari. 

These three valuable books for the Juniors will be sent post- 
paid on receipt of $2.00. 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The Hymnal] has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


Bound in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
2 ** words only 


60 cents 
20 cents 
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846 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE PRIZE WINNER, 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
PIANOS 


Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and book of suggestion. 


CHARLES M. STIEFF, 


315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, MD. 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 


Classical: Latin and Greek. 
Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Political Science. 
Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 
Commerce and Finance. 
Civil Engineering. 
Municipal Engineering. 
Mechanical Engineering. 

10 Electrical Engineering. 
The only Lutheran College offering any of the last five courses. 


GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-to- 
date building. Annual total cost to student $280 to $320. 

The course in Military Selence and Tactics is optional and 
open free of charge to students of both the College and the 
Acadomy. 

Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 


President WILLIAM A. GRANVILLE, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 
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Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 

It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 

The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and _ construction. 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 


Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with all 
modern conveniences, 
The Academy —four years’ 


The College of Liberal 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. B. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms, 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation. 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
OR 
Registrar, 


preparatory course. 
Arts—leading to 


Selinsgrove, Penn. 


W. T. HORTON, 
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Luther Pins, Badges, Rings! 


Wear a Luther Pin—We have originated a 
neat Oxidized Stick Pin, bearing Luther’s head 
in relief. Stick or Clasp Pin, 25 cents. Discount 
in quantity. 

A LUTHER RING 


Solid Gold Signet Ring. Luther’s Coat-of-Arms 
in Colors, $6.00, postpaid. 


LUTHER WATCH FOB 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, Enameled, in Colors 
on a Rolled Gold Maltese Cross, $1.00. 


LUTHER’S COAT-OF-ARMS 
As a Coat Chain. The latest novelty for boys 
and young men. Rolled Gold Plate, $1.00; 1o- 
karat Rolled Plate, $2.50. 


We have a Complete Stock of Pins, Brooches 
and Charms. Every Lutheran should wear this 
badge. It is the official badge of the Luther 
League of America. 


Clasp Pin, Stick Pin or Button. 
Solid Gold 
Rolled Plate 
Gilt 
Watch Charms, Solid Gold... 5. 


MIDGET LUTHER LEAGUE PIN. 


Special Rolled Plate 
Solid Gold 


This pin is one-half the size of the regular pin, 
and is bound to become very popular. Made in 
two styles—brooch and stick pins. The stick pin 
style is especially adapted as a tie pin. 


The better grade pins are made with a patent 
clasp, making it almost impossible to lose them. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
S. E. COR. 9TH AND SAMSON STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA | 


Columbia, S. C. 150 Nassau St., New York 
159 N. State St., Chicago 212 Ninth St., Pittsburgh 
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HE Young People of the Church have decided to get behind the appeal 

of their church for aid of Lutherans in Europe with their sympathy, 

with their interest, with their organized co-operation, to prove that Christ 

is not forgotten. They are pledged to this cause and they count on every 

young man and young woman to get in line and stay there till the goal 
is reached. 


LUTHERAN WORLD SERVICE CAMPAIGN 
May 9th $1,800,000 May 16th 


National Lutheran Council 
437 Fiftn Avenue 
New York 
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A Message from the Junior Chairman 


BY THE 


HIS copy of the RrEvIEw is the first 

issue of its kind ever published. It 
deals with the important question of “The 
‘Junior Luther League.” Its contents 
should therefore be carefully scrutinized 
by every Superintendent; for I am. sure 
that all engaged. in this great work will 
want to know more about it, gain inspira- 
tion. and secure helpful suggestions. 

Efficiency is the slogan of all enterprise 

today. Should this idea not be applied to 
the work of the Lord? Surely to this 
every one of us, who is engaged in any 
phase of church work, will heartily agree. 
We will want to make our Junior Leagues 
- better than they are. But in order to ac- 
complish this we must have a vision, a will, 
knowledge and patience. We undoubtedly 
have something of each of these and, no 
_ doubt, it varies, as to degree, in each one; 
_but the task will be for each one to develop 
each of these spheres, so as to accomplish 
that which we call efficiency. Let us look 
at each one of these for a moment. | 

’ Every Superintendent needs a vision of 
the work. This is a survey of the entire 
field of possibilities. Of course many of 
us are working as best we can and keep 
our eyes upon our duties and privileges in 
the League under our supervision. But we 
must. “lift up our eyes unto the Hills from 
whence cometh our strength.” It is this 
that gives us renewed strength and a wider 
range of activity. Indeed it generates en- 
thusiasm. And this quality is needed in 
every leader among the young. It is not 
the whole of success, but it is a necessary 
element. 

One of the aims of this issue is to present 
‘a splendid vision to every Superintendent. 
‘See what a fine field for service opens be- 
‘fore you! When you realize that you have 
the unparalled privilege of character build- 
ing in the immortal souls of tender youth, 
it will thrill you thruout your entire being 
and move you to actions of which you never 
thought. Indeed your joyful tasks will en- 
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dure. There will be no crumbling decay in 
your building; for the materials used are 
eternal and go into the construction of that 
which will continue forever. 

Moreover the vision enlarges the longer 
we gaze upon it. What can be done when 
these young people are gathered together? 
Once more consult this issue. What will 
be our reward for such service? A ready 
response on the part of these children who 
are eager to follow, who will do and who 
will be moulded under the influences of 
your guiding hand. These joyful satis- 
factions constitute a richer reward than 
can be secured elsewhere in the many 
avenues of life’s activities and which ma- 
terial means can never purchase. | 

Moreover every Superintendent needs a 
will. It is one thing to see the vision, 
be inspired with the sight, to long for the 
accomplishment of that which is presented, 
but unless it is coupled with this quality, it 
will avail nothing. Having seen the vision, 
determine. to enter the field of opportunity; 
for mighty impulses are useless pale 
they lead to action. 

The lack of this quality, or at least jee 
of using it, is the cause of so little work 
being done in many Congregations. The 
wonderful opportunity of a great Christian 
service is not fully grasped. Many are 
wondering what they can do—they feel 
they want to do something—and yet over- 
look this field of endeavor. It may be 
that they consider themselves unfit and un- 
endowed by nature for leadership among 
children. Well, the first question to ask is, 
Do I like the children? If so that is suf- 
ficient to start with. Then go to work and 
look into the field. Determine to acquire 
something with which to begin work and, 
if your eyes are open, the vision that bursts 
upon you will impell you on. 

There is much work to be done among 
the children of our Church. Pastors can- 
not do it; it needs attention from those in 
the pews. Regardless of the precise status 
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BY BRENDA L. 


THE JUNIOR LEAGUE—WHAT IT Is. 


HE Junior League is the Senior 
League brought down to the children. 

It takes in all under twelve years of age. 

It prepares them for the Intermediate 
and Senior Leagues. 

It trains them along three lines—spirit- 
ual, educational, social. 

“The Junior Society is the training school 
of the church for the girls and boys. I¢ 
trains them in leadership and committee 
work, in public expression, in memory work 
and in Bible study, in daily Bible reading, 
in public and private prayer, in giving, in 
service, and in missionary activity. It also 
gives an opportunity for the social and 
physical activities necessary for the de- 
velopment of the girls and boys.” 

Its RELATION TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 

To the Senior League—Some say : the 
Junior League is a children’s church, some 
a Sunday School, others an auxiliary to 
the Senior League. It is none of these. 
The object of the Junior League is to de- 
velop the Juniors into Seniors. For this 
reason the Junior League needs the help 
of the Senior League, and the Seniors are 
responsible for the training of the Juniors. 
The church is the mother, the Senior League 
the older daughter, and the Junior League 
the younger sister. 

To the Sunday School—The Junior 
League supplements the work of the Sunday 
School. It takes the principles and truths 
inculcated there and trains the child to put 
them into action. It aims at service, and 
it trains for service by doing, for which 
there is little or no time in the short Sun- 
day School session. 

To Mission Bands and Junior Missionary 
Societies—The Junior League provides for 
missionary instruction. The Junior Mis- 
sionary Societies have monthly meetings, 
for which monthly missionary programs 
are provided. The Junior League has in- 
corporated these programs as a whole into 
its scheme of Junior Topics, and holding 
weekly meetings, provides three additional 
programs each month. 

To Junior Christian Endeavors—Practi- 
cally the same scheme is used in the Junior 
League as in the Junior Christian Endeavor, 
with the vital addition that we have 
the instilling of Lutheran doctrines and 
principles. The Lutheran atmosphere must 
be kept. We cannot raise catechumens 
and good Lutheran communicants if we 
nurture the children on other than Lutheran 
food. 

To all other Junior Societies—It has been 
said, “we have too many organizations 
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already, do not give us another.” Yet 
those who make this objection fail to realize 
that the Junior League might obviate their 
difficulties instead of increasing them. In- 
stead of a new organization being added 
to those already existing, we find the Junior 
League has taken them all under its roof, 
and instead of having a few children study- 
ing the catechism, a few at work for 
missions, and a few more at work for 
temperance and humane work, it has 
gathered them all together into one society, 
and set all at work for missions, all at 
work for temperance and other good works, 
in addition to training them in devotional 
and spiritual lines, in practical service and 
in a knowledge of Lutheran principles and 
practices. 

How TO ORGANIZE A JUNIOR LEAGUE. 

Consult the pastor, and secure his co- 
operation. 

Have a Junior Committee appointed in 
the Senior League to consist of the superin- 
tendent or leader, and several assistants, 
who are directly responsible for the work, 
and who report at each Senior meeting. 

Do preliminary work—“talk it up” among 
the children. 

Select a good superintendent. 

Invite each child in the congregation 
under twelve years of age. 

Make the first meeting as interesting as 
possible. 

Have some one interested tell of the work, 
and explain the aims of the Luther League. 

Teach loyalty to the Luther League from 
the first meeting—explain the Luther 
League emblem and use the Rally Hymn. ~ 
Appoint children as officers: president, 
vice-president, secretary, treasurer. 

Appoint Committees: Devotional, mem- 
bership, missionary, social. 

Adopt a constitution. (See Luther League 
Hand Book.) 

Have a social time afterward—refresh- 
ments will help! 

THE JUNIOR SUPERINTENDENT. 

This is not a position ever to be coveted 
by one who would be at ease in Zion. 

The Junior superintendent must be one 
who loves children, willing to work, prayer- 
ful, patient and pleasant, one willing to 
give time to the work. ; 

Junior superintendents are made as well 
as born—they can be trained. 

The duties of the superintendent can be 
divided. If you cannot find one person with 
all the necessary qualifications, you may 
find five workers, each with a little time, 
a few gifts and varying powers; together, 
they can carry on the work very success- 
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fully. Five pennies are just as good as 
a nickel! 
THE OFFICERS. 


The Superintendent shall have full con- 
trol of the society. 

The Assistant Superintendent shall aid 
the Superintendent in her work. When 
there is more than one assistant in a soci- 
ety, the duties pertaining to the office shall 
be divided among them as the Superintend- 
ent may direct. 

The remaining officers should be selected 
from among the children. 

The President shall conduct the meet- 
ings, under the direction of the Superin- 
tendent. 

The Vice-President shall act in the ab- 
sence of the President. 

The Secretary shall keep a correct list of 
the members, write the minutes of the 
meetings, and call the roll. 

The Treasurer shall take up the offer- 
ings, enter the amount in the book, and 
turn over the money to the Assistant Su- 
perintendent, and also enter the expendi- 
tures as directed by the Superintendent. 

Send your Junior officers to the Senior 
League officers for instruction in the duties 
of their respective offices. 

THE COMMITTEES. 

The Lookout or Membership Committee 
shall secure the names of any who desire 
to join the society and report same to the 
Superintendent for action. They should 
also secure excuses from absent members 
and also urge faithfulness in attendance 
and to the work of the society. 

The Devotional Committee shall in con- 
nection with the Superintendent arrange 
for the devotional part of the meeting, and 
make plans for home Bible reading by the 
members. 


The Program Committee shall, with the . 


aid of the Superintendent, arrange for the 
study of the Junior Topics, appointing lead- 
ers, arranging the program, and _ helping 
in its rendition, also distributing the litera- 
ture for the program. 

The Social Committee shall welcome: the 
children to the meetings, introduce new 
members, and arrange for occasional so- 
cials. 

The Missionary Committee shall arrange 
for the monthly missionary meeting, pro- 
vide missionary material, and seek to im- 
plant a missionary spirit in the members 
of the society, as well as keep in touch 
with all the missionary activities of the 
congregation. 

Other subordinate committees: 

The Sunshine Committee, composed of 
the smallest members, shall do kindly deeds 
for the sick, the needy, the aged, and seek 
in every way to spread happiness. 
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Tne Music Committee shall distribute 
and collect the singing books and co-operate 
with the leader of the meeting in doing 
everything possible to make the music a 
success. 

The Temperance Committee shall arrange 
an occasional temperance meeting, and cir- 
culate literature among the members. 

The Sunday School Committee shall se- 
cure the names of children who do not at- 
tend Sunday School and invite them to be- 
come members. 

The -Flower Committee shall provide 
flowers to decorate the room for the meet- 
ing, and shall distribute fruit and flowers 
to the sick and needy. 

The Scrap-Book Committee shall collect 
pictures and clippings, and make scrap 
books for the sick members and for distri- 
bution in the hospitals. 

How TO ConpucT THE MEETING. 


Be polite. Invite your guests. Send out 
invitations for the meeting. Be prepared. 
The hard part of the meeting comes be- 
forehand. Have everything ready, Bibles 
distributed, hymns selected, every part of 
the program arranged for. A junior meet- 
ing is often a failure before it starts be- 
cause it was not properly planned. Be 
interesting. Have something really inter- 
esting to tell the children at the meeting. 
There is a wealth of attractive material 
with which the meeting may be made in- 
teresting. Be prompt in closing. Don’t 
drag out the meeting. Have a definite time 
to close the meeting, and close at that 
time. Be wise and keep something for the 
next meeting. Don’t tell all there is to say 
about a subject at one meeting. Make the 
children know that there will be more next 
time. Be sure to make the children want 
to come again. Make the interest hold over 
until the next meeting. Announce the next 
meeting in such a way that the children 
will not want to miss it. 

A Model Meeting—Short, 
shiny, simple, social, spiritual. 

Some things to do at a Junior Meeting— 
Be alive—don’t have a dull meeting. Be 
rested—don’t expend all your nervous en- 
ergy before the meeting. Be childlike— 
don’t talk over the heads of the children. 
Be hopeful—nothing counts so much as an 
optimistic spirit on the part of the Super- 
intendent. 

Some things not to do—Don’t go to the 
Junior meeting worrying about its success 
—worrying will not make it more success- 
ful. Do not go without having something 
of real value to give to the children—it is 
not fair to ask them to leave their toys and 
good times if you have nothing better to 
offer them. Do not talk or pray too long. 

THE BUSINESS PART OF THE MEETING. 

It is part of the Junior League’s work . 


spicy, sun- 
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to train the children to transact business. 

Teach children how to make a motion, how 

to dispose of their funds, how to arrange 
for special events. 

~ "Model business session—Roll call, -min- 

utes, treasurer’s report, report of commit- 

tees, old business, new business. 

Have_the officers of the society do the 
work. More trouble to train children than 
to do it ourselves, of course, but we deprive 
the children of the chance to learn if we 
do it ourselves. 

Have cabinet or executive meeting (offi- 
cers and committee chairmen) occasionally. 
You can train children here, and dispose 
of some of the business that need not be 
brought before the society. 

THE DEVOTIONAL PART OF THE MEETING. 

One of the great aims of the Junior 
League is to develop the spiritual life of 
the child; the devotional meeting is the 
place to do it. 

The devotional part of the meeting should 
be in charge of the Superintendent, aided 
by the Devotional Committee. 

Have hymns, prayer, Bible work, memory 
work. 

Hymns—Sing bright and appropriate 
hymns. Fit the hymns to the lesson to 
be taught. Have children memorize the 
hymns most frequently sung. Learn sey- 
eral. good missionary carols each year. 
Sing the Luther League Rally Hymn. Let 
the spirit of the singing be worshipful. 
Organize some of the children into a junior 
choir to aid in the singing. 

Prayer—Encourage the children to pray. 
The Superintendent need not always make 
the prayer—should teach the children to 
do so. Write out prayers for the children 
to read at first. Use Sentence Prayers. 
Make prayer slips with small prayers writ- 
ten on, fasten these together as links into 
a chain, have the children take these link 
by link and read, 

Bible Work—Have a Bible story or lesson 
at each meeting. Familiarize the children 
with the Bible. 

Books of the Bible—Draw a large book- 
case on the blackboard, and draw in it 66 
books. Write on these the names of the 
books of the Bible, and drill the children. 
Or have 66 blocks on which are pasted the 
names of the different books of the Bible, 
mix these up and have the children arrange 
in proper order. 

Bible Sharp-shooting—Give each Junior 
a Bible, give out a Scripture reference; the 
one first to find it, rises and reads same. 
A score is kept to see who is the first to 
reach a certain mark, twenty-five points, 
for instance, a point being given the one to 
read the verse first each time. 

Bible Alphabet—Have the children mem- 
orize a series of Bible verses, one for each 
letter of the alphabet. 
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Bible Bees—Draw a large beehive on 
the board, have children search for Bible 
verses beginning with Be, and memorize 
them. Write these on the board. 

Bible’ Ladder—Draw ~a ladder on the 
board, or on a large sheet of cardboard. 
Have the children hunt and memorize as 
many Bible verses as possible beginning 
with the letters in turn which spell the 
name of your society. Write these letters 
on the rungs of the ladder as the verses 
are learned, using one color when the girls 
have found and memorized the larger num- 
ber, and another color when the boys suc- 
ceed in this. 

Memory Work—Have the children mem- 
orize psalms, hymns, Bible passages. Teach 
one psalm each month, select a psalm ap- 
propriate to the Church season. At the 
various special seasons, Christmas, Easter, 
Reformation, etc., have the children mem- 
orize the Scripture passages telling the 
story of that season, 

To encourage memory work, use a 
“String of Pearls.” Cut from cardboard 
various symbols, stars, anchors, hearts, 
crosses, etc., on these write the memory 
work to be learned by the children—the 
Commandments, the Creeds, the Shepherd 
Psalm, the Beatitudes etc.—as the children 
learn these give them one of these symbols, 
fastened to a ribbon, and add other sym- 
bols as each part of the required memory 
work is learned. 

Program for Opening Devotional E'xer- 
cises—In addition to a prayer and hymn 
might use one of the following: One of the 
Parables told. Books of the Bible recited. 
Alphabetical list of Bible verses recited. 
Rivers, mountains or cities of the Bible 
discussed. One of the miracles which Jesus 
performed told. 

THE JUNIOR TOPICS. 

The Junior Topics are the centre of the 
work of the Junior League. These give 
the lesson or program for each weekly 
meeting. They are found in the LUTHER 
LEAGUE REVIEW. 

These Topics are Scriptural, educational, 
devotional, and deal with the things about 
which the child is thinking. 

Their successful use depends entirely 
upon the Superintendent; she must adapt 
them to fit the needs of her society, and 
above all must see that they are presented 
in an attractive way. ' 

Put these into the hands of the children, 
let them prepare and discuss them. Divide 
the Topic into several parts, distribute 
these the week before and have the children 
come prepared to talk on that part of the 
Topic at the meeting. Add other recita- 
tions, drills, exercises readings, or stories 
to be given by the children. 

Have a Program Committee whose duty 
it is to arrange the program for each meet- 
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ing, and to distribute the literature for 
the meeting, and make such other arrange- 
ments as will help to make a bright, inter- 
esting meeting. 

Do not make the study of the Topic a 
sort of school teacher arrangement where 
you as Superintendent do all of the work. 
Turn the meeting over into the children’s 
hands, train-them to prepare and present 
the Topic. 

Have a Topic Leader, who has charge of 
the presentation of the Topic; let this Topic 
Icader meet with the Junior Superintend- 
ent and the Program Committee to arrange 
for the meeting. 

Post up somewhere a list of the leaders 
for each month or quarter; it adds dignity 
to the meetings, and stimulates good- 
natured rivalry as to which Topic leader 
is going to arrange the best program. 

Do not have the children just read the 
Topic; have them talk on it; have them 
write short stories or articles on the Topic; 
let them discuss the subject. This can be 
done if the Superintendent gradually trains 
the children to that end, 

The Superintendent should gather to- 
gether all available supplementary mate- 
rial, pictures, clippings, stories, etc., to 
illustrate the Topic. Get twelve strong 
envelopes, write on these the subjects of 
the Topics for the various months, and 
keep in these all the supplementary help 
which can be found. 

Vary the Presentation of the Topic.—Do 
not always do things in the same way! 
Vary your method of conducting the pro- 
gram from time to time. 

Do you always begin with a hymn? And 

do you always close in exactly the same 
way? 
- Try having a “Backward Meeting” some- 
time—begin with the closing prayer and 
go through the meeting right back to the 
opening hymn. It will stimulate attention, 
at least! 

Arrange chairs differently for each meet- 
ing. 

The best plan is to leave the presentation 
in the hands of the Juniors, but sometimes 
the Superintendent can profitably take the 
time and present some special work, and 
it is helpful to have a special speaker oc- 
casionally—very occasionally. 

Have a “Boys’ Meeting”—in which the 
entire program is presented by the boys. 

Have an “Officers’”’ Program, in which 
only the officers present the Topic. 

Have a “Surprise” Meeting, where noth- 
ing is announced beforehand, and when 
the Juniors come, a number are given slips 
_.on which are written the parts each is to 
take in the meeting. These are numbered 
so that each knows when his turn comes, 
and what each is to do is not announced 
until the proper time. 
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Have a “Star” Meeting—arrange the 
chairs in the form of a star, write the dif- 
ferent parts of the Topic on stars cut from 
cardboard. This might be one of the pre- 
Christmas meetings, with the story of 
Bethlehem’s Star as the Bible lesson, and 
a Topic centered around that story. 

Have a “Cross” Meeting, especially suit- 
able at the Lenten season, arranged in a 
similar way. 

For one of the spring or summer meet- 
ings have a “Flower” program, where roll 
call is answered by verses concerning the 
flowers of the Bible; flowers are brought 
for the sick, and several stories are pre- 
pared by the Juniors on “The Flowers of 
the Holy Land,” 

Have a novelty or special feature at each 
meeting—an air of expectancy will help a 
lot in making the meeting an interesting 
one. 

The Junior page in the LUTHER LEAGUE 
REVIEW will give you help. This page gives 
ideas each month on how to use the Topics 
for that month. It gives supplementary 
material to use in the meeting, and gives 
the Superintendent hints on how to ar- 
range and conduct the meeting. It also 
gives hints on advertising your meeting, 
so as to make the children want to come, 
suggesting a poster and an invitation for 
each meeting. 

All these plans will help to make your 
Junior meeting an interesting one. 

Do you announce that “the usual meet- 
ing of the Junior League will be held at 
the usual time’? 

Occasionally have an 
ing! 

Announce it in an unusual way, have an 
unusual program, one entirely different 
from the one you have always had. 

The Junior meeting can be pious, rever- 
ent and devotional, and -at. the same time 
interesting. 

There is no law saying that the Junior 
League must always meet on Sunday eve- 
nings before church for the study of the 
lesson. You can have something different 
and be interesting and train the children 
rightly at the same time. 

There is such a wealth of interesting 
material that there is no excuse for a dull 
Junior meeting. 


THE MISSIONARY TOPICS. 


The first Topic of each month is a mis- 
sionary topic. 

These can be made very interesting to 
the Juniors. 

Do not let your Juniors grow up saying 
“missions” with scorn, or “Mission Study, 
what’s that?” as some grown-ups do now! 

These missionary meetings should be al- 
most entirely in the hands of the Juniors 
themselves. 


“unusual” meet- 
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and make enough to last for some time to 
come. 


THE BLACKBOARD. 

Illustrate some of the Topics on the 
blackboard. 

Tell some blackboard stories. 

“Little Jetts’—a book of Bible black- 
board stories—will give some interesting 
material for the smaller children. 

The blackboard can always be used for 
an outline of the Topic, Bible verses acros- 
tics of various kinds, and Bible drills. 


HAND WORK. 
From time to time have a work period 


in the meeting, when the children can make © 


something to illustrate the lesson, or 
something to be sent to bring joy to those 
sick, shut-ins, or those in hospitals, or 
those at a home or foreign mission sta- 
tions. 

Serap books can be made, dolls dressed, 
post cards pasted together, or small gar- 
ments made. 

To illustrate the Topics, the sand table 
can be used to work out the story, or clay, 
cardboard, or posters used to picture it. 

The book, “Things to Make,” will give 
many suggestions for hand work. 


ACTIVITY. 


It is natural for the children to become 


restless, to wriggle and squirm! 

The Superintendent must provide for 
some action during the meeting. 

Have marches, drills, salutes to the 
American and Christian flags. 

Let children “fact out” some of the Bible 
stories; the dramatic ‘instinct in children 
can well be made use of in the Junior 
League. 

Frequently have a review of the work 
on the order of a Spelling Bee, with ques- 
tions on some of the Topics. This allows 
some freedom. 


SOCIALS, 


The third great part of the work is the 
social activities. 

Play is as natural to the child as breath- 
ing. 

You only know one-half of the child until 
you play with him. - 

The real child is not the one sitting 
primly before you in Junior League—that 
is a child obeying, or trying to obey, the 
hundred and one commandments given it 
before it left home. 

The real child is the child at play, a 
normal, genuine child, with all restraint 
thrown off. 

Play should be introduced into the work 


of the Junior League, if for no other reason: 


than to acquaint the Superintendent with 
the children. Play also encourages fair- 
ness, teaches the children to know one an- 
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other, and an occasional social awakens an 
interest in your society and brings in new 
members. 

All socials should have this purpose, 
however, to enlarge the work; none should 
be planned with just the idea of a social 
time. 

Have a game at the close of each of 
your meetings. Play the old fashioned 
games—“Farmer in the Dell,” ete. Play 
the games of the children of the country 
about which you are studying in the mis- 
sionary meetings. One Junior Society 
played the games of China. “Children at 
Play in Many Lands” will give these. 

Arrange’ socials at the various seasons. 
Have a George Washington Social, a Val- 
entine Party, a Hallowe’en Social, with all 
the time-honored games, decorations, etc. 
Arrange a Japanese party and other mis- 
sionary socials. Start the fall with a rally 
and a social. Observe your anniversary— 
have a Birthday Party. 

Arrange for special meetings. Have a 
picnic, outdoor meetings, a hike in the 
woods in the autumn, a Maying Party. 

All these events will stimulate your So- 
ciety, and increase its activity in every 
line, 


THE PROGRAM. 


Not all these things can be used at one 
meeting, at the same time, or even in the 
course of one year’s program. 

Visitors have come to inspect my Junior 
Society, and have gone away disappointed 
because they have not seen an impossible 
meeting, with a blackboard lesson, a story, 
an object talk, a missionary meeting, the 
study of the Topic, pictures explained, 
poster used, and a thousand and one other 
things used which have been here men- 
tioned, all combined in one meeting with 
a social to top it off! 

Each Junior Superintendent must select 
the things which meet the conditions of her 
own League, and which will be most ef- 
fective with her Juniors in attaining the 
end sought—the training and developing 
of good pution Leaguers and church work- 
ers. 

A good ordor is: Opening Devotional 
Exercises, Business, Study of Topic, Clos- 
ing Exercises, Game. 

The special events—socials, entertain- 
ments, special activities—are apart from 
the regular weekly meetings, and it is a 
good plan at the resumption of the work 
in September to plan just what will be 
done along these lines during the year, and 
to outline the whole year’s work. 

In planning your regular programs, cen- 
ter all the work around the Topic, make 
everything used at that particular meet- 
ing bear on that particular Topic. 

Arrange your program‘ beforehand, and 


VRAINING OUR JUNIORS 


see that nothing that has no bearing on 
the Topic is in that program. 

Do not give the children too much; one 
truth, well implanted.and well illustrated 
with some simple supplementary material 
is much better than a great mass of facts 
and material presented in rapid succession 
and in no way correlated. 

If you are new in the work, and despair 
of attempting so many things, start in a 
small way. Get your Juniors together, 
study the Topic, teach them some Bible 
verses, make a poster or two, send out in- 
vitations to your meeting, and play a game 
at the end of the meeting. As time goes 
on, if good foundations are laid, you will 
be surprised at the growth of the work, 
and how much one can accomplish! 


SERVICE. 
This is the end and aim of all our work 
with the children. Train the Junior 


League to “live not for itself, but for 
' others.” 

Train the Juniors for the Work of the 
Church. Have them bring others to Junior 
League and Sunday School. 
thoughts toward the catechetical class. 
Have them visit the sick members, send 
flowers or cards to the sick and shut-ins. 
Have them provide flowers to decorate the 
Sunday School. Organize the boys into a 
Messenger Corps, to distribute the church 
bulletin, go on errands, or aid the pastor 
in any work which it is possible for them 
to do. 

Train the Children to Work for Others, 
Have them sing in the hospitals. Take 
them on a tour of our various inner mis- 
sion institutions. Let them provide gifts 
for those in our orphanages, old folks’ 
homes, and settlements. 

Have Them Work for Foreign Missions. 
Interest them in the children of other 
lands. Let them work for the kindergar- 
tens, hospitals and schools of mission lands. 
Have a “Missionary Shower” in your 
Junior League, and send gifts to some of 
the missionaries, or to a mission station. 

All this will educate the child to render 
service, but this is not enough. The Su- 
perintendent has the greatest opportunity 
and responsibility in leading the Juniors 
to give the best gift of all—self. 

We are growing into the larger work of 
the Church—the Juniors must take our 
places. 

Train the children to become active 
- Luther Leaguers as they grow up. 


‘Teach them the need of becoming active 


church workers. Claim the Juniors now 
for thé Lord’s service. 

Instill into their minds the idea that 
they are the future workers, the ministers, 
deaconesses and missionaries. 

It is not too early to suggest to the nine- 
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year-old boy that he may some day be- 
come a minister, or to present to the ten- 
year-old girl the thought that some day 
she may be a missionary in some far off 
land. 

This is the Junior Superintendent’s 
great opportunity, and one which she dare 
not lose, for soon these children will be 
young people with their life work already 
shaped. 

If our work is to go on, we must claim 
the Juniors for the work. 

The problem is not how to interest and 
hold the Juniors; there is no difficulty. in 
doing that. 

The problem is to secure leaders, those 
who are willing to give a little time and 
work to the training of the Juniors. 

It is the work of the Luther Leaguer—it 
is the “job” of the Senior League to pro- 
vide for its successors. 

Will YOU take the Juniors of YOUR 
Church, organize them into a Junior 
League and train them for the work of 
the Luther League, the Church, the Mas: 
ter? 

od 
JUNIOR LEAGUE RALLY HYMN 


Tune—‘Onward Christian Soldiers.” 
We are leagued to Jesus, 
For the cause of truth; 
We enlist to serve Him, 
In our days of youth. 
Faithfully we follow, 
Where He leads the way; 
Ever moving onward, 
Orders to obey. 

(Chorus. ) 
Forward Luther Leaguers 
Of our Junior Band, 
For the Church of Jesus 
Loyally we stand. 


On we march to battle, 
Facing hosts of sin, 

They are strong and many, 
But we hope to win. 
Jesus is the leader 

Of our little band, 

By His grace we’ll conquer 
At His safe command. 


Forward then ye. Leaguers, 
Led by Christ our Lord; 
Trusting in His. promise, 
Use in faith your sword. 
Fight till eve of battle, 
Soon the war will. cease, 
Then the word of, triumph 
Brings eternal peace. ~~ .:: 
—s— $F 03 , ; 
Things useful in a Junior room: “Maps, 
blackboard, table, chart, chalks, pictures, a 
pointer, oe ‘etc. 
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Luther Leaque of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., Octeber 80 and 81, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 

President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 85 South Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

First Vice-President, O. C. Roupr, 1422 Birchall Rd., 
Homeville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. RApps, 2812 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, HARRY Hopces, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 5 


Executive Committee 
Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 
Secretary, Literature Secretary, Trasurer, 
and the following members: 
Hon. E, F. Erert (Chairman), 818 West 89th St., 
New York City. 
Wituram C. SToEvER, Lit. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. E. A. TRABERT, 2704 Dana St., Berkeley, Cal. 
O. C. C. Fetta, Indianapolis, Ind. 
I. S. Runyon, New York. 
Rev. G. F. GeHrR, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 
James M. REYNOLDS, Valatie, N. Y. 
Rev. M. J. Breper, D.D., Winnipeg, Canada. 


t= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 


Hon. E. F. Emert, New York. 

I. S. Runyon, New York. 

Rev. Yost BRANDT, Albany, N. Y. 

Prof. H. G. DEININGER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Mary St. JoHN, R. F. D., Troy, N. Y. 


Finance Committee 


P. WALTER BANKER (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 

W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. C. H. BECKMAN, Galt, Ont., Can. 
Rev. C. A. NAUMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HENRY.» STELLNER, Aberdeen, S. D. 
WILLIAM Eck, Albany, N. Y. 


Junior and Intermediate Committee 
Rev. A. T. MicHLER (Chairman), 3341 No. 18th St., 
Tioga, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CHARLES W. Funr, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
O. C. Roxupe, Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss B. MEHLHOUSE, Norristown, Pa. 
Miss L. W. Rice, Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. C. M. TEUFEL, Middletown, Md. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., GEO. C. ZECHER, 42 Dewey Ave., New Rochelle. 
Sec., Miss Maris E. HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., 
Brooklyn. 
Treas., Louis A. BIEL, 1529 St. Vincent St., Utica. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 

Pres., WM. H. MENGES, Menges Mills. 

Sec., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 

Treas., Roy C. BrAvER, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSE¥Y— 

Pres., Dr. W. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. 

Treas., GRACE E. FiscHer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 

LUTHI LEAGUE ‘OF ILLINOIS— 

Pres., NNETH Hurst, Cart age College, Carthage. 

Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., Chi- 


cago. 
Treas., CARL MEYER, 4918 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago. 


Peaque 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., GROVER F. ILGEN, R. R. 5, Springfield, Ohio. 

Corr. Sec., Miss BLANCHE FRASER, 629 No. Lime-. 
stone St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Treas., RAYMOND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. N. D. GopHRING, 435 Lake St., Madison. 
Sec., LypIA MOogELLER, 1569 Eighth St., Milwaukee. 
Treas., EpitH Horn, 318 Virginia Ave., Platteville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., Rev. RALPH D. WHEADON, Hoagland, Indiana. 
Sec., Louise Nees, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 
Treas., W. F. Renz, 8416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., Miss WiLMA MILLER, Council Bluffs. 
Sec., Miss MiILtprRep TaAyYtor, Iowa City. 
Treas., Morris LESHER, Burlington. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen. 

Sec., A. F. Bracstap, Sioux Falls. 

Treas., Mrs. M. L. SwWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CARL BartscH, 3111 29th Ave., Minne- 
apolis. 

Sec., CARL JACKSON, 118 W.'Seventh St.,; Duluth. 

Treas., RUTH ANDERSON, Lindstrom. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— 

re FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 76 Webster St., Meri- 
en, 

Sec., Miss CreLe KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., <Beldoensré 

Treas., WILLIAM ReiscH, Plantsville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 
Pres., C. R. StupEeR, Pullman, Wash. 
Sec., MARTHA WALLAND, 1928 So. L St., Tacoma, Wash. 
Treas., C. E. JAEGER, Chehalis, Wash. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 
Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

See., Miss BeERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada, 
Treas., Miss EpNA SNELL, 6303 Binney St., 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

Pres., ALFRED J. Brit, 1032 E. Militarye St., Fremont. 
See., NettTizr ANDERSON, Midland College, Fremont. 
Treas., RopeRT ALBACH, 618 W. 4th St.,- Lawrence. , 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Pres., H. R. WAGNER, 18 Merrill Ave., Detroit. 
Sec., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Phila., East Detroit. 
Treas., A. ELFers, 188 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Pres., GEO. W. NELSON, Lutheran Seminary; pt uta 
s. Cx 3 

Sec., HucH RuyNe, Lenoir College, Hickory. 

Treas., Miss BERTHA CLINE, Statesville. 


Akron. 


Omaha. 


District Leagues in States Not Organized 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 “‘L’’ St., N. Ba 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 3262 “N” St., N. W. 
Treas., Miss Rose BricHt, 1505 Decatur St. N. W. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 
Pres., CHAS. L. TRABERT, 2736 Elmwood Ave., Berkeler 
Sec., "DoroTHy RopHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 

Treas., Myron HESTORFF, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., CARL M. Distier, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 

Sec., Marte E. Brercer, 21 E. Barney, Baltimore. ‘ 

Treas., HELEN STEGMAN, 2685 Guilford Ave., Balti- 
more, Md. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA— ; 

Pres., Mr. JESSEN HuirtLe, Bridgewater, N. S. 

See., Miss IDA WENTZEL, Bridgewater. 

Treas., Miss GLADYS CONRAD, Bridgewater. . 


LUTHER 1 ae OF WHEELING AND. 
Pres., Mr. th Sa Merzcer, Martins Ferry, Ohio.” 
Sec., Miss IRMA Vaas, Wheeling, W. Va. : \ 
Treas., Miss MARIAN SuyLer, Marietta, Ohio. 3 


Suggestions for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY THE REV. 
GENERAL SUGGESTIONS—PREPARATION, 


1. That the leader should be well pre- 
pared to keep the interest of the members 
in the topic under discussion is a foregone 
conclusion. The reasons that many devo- 
tional meetings are devoid of interest and 
enthusiasm lies right here. And until the 
leader realizes his responsibility for the 
success of the meeting, our devotional 
meetings will be lifeless, and almost useless. 

2. The leader should remember the aim 
of the Luther League, namely, to make 
good, active, intelligent Lutheran Church 
workers out of the young people. This 
should guide him in the preparation of the 
topic. The topics have been selected with 
that purpose in view, and until the leader 
realizes this, the purpose of the devotional 
meeting will not be obtained. 

8. A devotional meeting that has the 
atmosphere of -devotion, that creates the 
desire for learning the truth, that continu- 
ally strengthens the Lutheran conviction 
and consciousness of the Luther Leaguer, 
so that he never is satisfied until he shows 
“that faith which worketh by love’ cannot 
be’ secured with a few hours’ preparation 
on the day of the meeting. 

4. The leader should prepare (a). By 
prayer. (b). By study of text on which 
topic is based. (c). Hymns, psalm, prayer, 
program of meeting previously selected. 
(d). Essayist, discussionist, should have 
been chosen and come well prepared with 
their parts. (e). See that interest never 
lags by break in program. (f). The L. L. 
Topie will prove interesting, stimulating, 
and helpful if used aright. (g). Prepare 
to train the members for intelligent active 
service. (h). May the leader not forget to 
come prepared. 


HInTs For Topics. 


May 2—Hymn 208. Ps. 122; Prayer by 
pastor. Scripture read by leader. Hymn 
207. Topic presented by leader, by having 
members discuss principal thought in the 
text. Have papers written by different 
members on “What I am getting out of my 
church membership?” 

Review articles in church papers and 
THE REVIEW. 

_ Have scripture passages read referring 
to church membership. These should have 
been prepared by ee pecets pas 


J. S. ALBERT. 


Aim, How can I get the best out of my 
church membership? 

Hymn 211 closing in regular way. 

May 9—Hymn 213. Ps. 19 with Gloria 
Patri. Prayer for “Work and Workers” 
Scripture read responsively. Secure views 
from members of principal thought of the 
scripture lesson. Hymn 219. Presentation 
of topic. Question Box on following ques- 
tions: How can I be of service—1. In the 
Luther League? 2. In Sunday school? 3. 
In Mission Study? 4. In the church? 
—~ Hymn 227 with closing service. 
May supplement of “Call to Service.” 

Aim. To get consecrated workers. 

May 16—Hymn 237. Ps. 24, Prayer and 
reading of scripture by leader. Hymn 239. 
Topic presented by summary of articles in 
Review and Church Papers. Discussion on 
“The Heavenly Jerusalem.” Hymn 241. 
With closing service. 

Aim. To create the desire to be a mem- 
ber of the City of God. 

May 23—Hymn 128. Ps. 46. Scripture 
reading and prayer. Hymn No. 126. Pre- 
sentation of Topic. Papers read by differ- 
ent members on “The Causes of the Great 
Sermon” and “The Importance of the Day 
of Pentecost.” Discussion on the “Results 
of the Sermon” and “Possibilities Today 
of Preaching.” 

Aim. To celebrate Pentecost and to secure 
recruits for ministry. 

May 30—Hymn 136. Ps. 100. Prayer. 
Scripture read by one of the members. 
Hymn 209. Presentation of topic by papers 
giving substance of articles in the Topics 
and THE REviEw. Connect the topic in its 
biblical setting to the needs of our country 
today. Hymn 59. Closing service. 

Aim. To instil in each member the spirit 
of defense for the truth in Christ Jesus, to 
become Witnesses of the Faith. 
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Get 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
There are -twenty-four million children 
in the United States. Twelve millions of 
them are without any religious instruc- 
tions whatsoever. What will be our fu- 
ture? 


Let us bear in nee that Junior work 
must be of two kinds: Work for the Jun- ' 
iors in thoughtful, prayerful preparation 
and guidance, and work by the Juniors 
themselves. 


“MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


in twenty-four hundred churches. 
fications and estimates on request. 


The highest grade instruments. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogs, Speci- . 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland 


What Plans for Aggressive Junior Work 
Shall We Discuss at Fort Wayne? 


BY MRS. M. HALLER FREY. 


GREAT many years ago, in a far off 
; country, two men set out on a long 
journey. They traveled the same road. 
One of the men walked with his head down. 
At the end of the journey he complained 
of the trip. The road was dusty in many 
places. He encountered mud and the ruts 
were bad; rocks were numerous and huct 
his feet. Bugs and worms and flies were 
thick and bothered him. Everything seemed 
to annoy him. The other man had a differ- 
ent story to tell at the end of the journey 
for he traveled the road with his head up. 
He told of blue skies, beautiful sunsets, 
gorgeous trees and shrubbery; of the won- 
derful hills and valleys filled with song of 
birds. Flowers rich with fragrance, 
drenched with refreshing rains; he told of 
cheery greetings from fellow travelers. 

The foregoing allegory is rich in lessons 
for Junior workers. We are traveling along 
a road under the same conditions, a road 
of service among those of whom Jesus said 
“of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Look- 
ing down we see the scum of discourage- 
ment and failure, but an upward glance re- 
veals the joy and satisfaction of hard work 
bravely met and words of commendation 
from one who understands and is quick to 
aid and sustain. 

Great opportunities present themselves 
as we Work among the boys and girls, the 
leaders of tomorrow. Good seed sown by 
faithful consecrated workers may yield 
rich and golden harvests. What a glorious 
road is spread before us; all we need is a 
steady upward look, then only may we ex- 
pect great results. We are laying founda- 
tions for future structures; to build them 
securely requires our best efforts. Hap- 
hazard methods produce haphazard results. 

Opportunity will be given at the Fort 
Wayne Convention to all interested Junior 
workers to discuss the many problems that 
confront us. Various views and ideas must 
be exchanged not only to endeavor to find 
a solution but to inspire to greater service 
and to store in the recesses of our mind 
some practical ideas to carry home to our 
individual organization. Plans are often 
made and discussions are inspiring, but 
both fail, sometimes, to materialize, owing, 
perhaps, to a lack of concentration. A few 
plans with a general conference, open and 
receptive minds ready to listen to what the 
other fellow has to-—say, will bring new 
life into our work. What plans then shall 
we discuss? 

Why not plan or plot or scheme, what- 
ever you may call it, to enlist more of our 


young people into this great work? Tal- 
ent and ability is going to waste which, if 
directed into proper channels, would mean 
much to the church and to themselves. How 
can we create interest and a desire for 
service in the hearts of more of our splen- 
did young men and women. A satisfac- 
tory answer to this question would solve 
many of our problems. 

How about a plan to have a Junior or- 
ganization, by whatever name, in every 
congregation? Do I hear the oft-repeated 
cry, “over organization’? I grant you 
that, but why begin pruning among the 
children? The impressionable age of child- 
hood will soon be gone and with it the de- 
sire to do which we find so strong in the 
heart of the boy and girl. At a Senior 
meeting not long since I counted no less 
than two dozen children trying to under- 
stand a most learned article on the topic 
of the evening, way over the head of the 
average Senior Luther Leaguer. I learned 
that these children were always at the 
meetings but had nothing to do. 

A suggested Junior organization brought 
to light a strong opposition to such an 
idea. How long will they hold the boys 
and girls? Childhood energy, plus inter- 
est, plus simple lessons taught by a capa- 
ble consecrated leader, equals a _ strong 
foundation for future lives. _ 

How about discussing a plan to hold a 
Junior band together? A leader in one dis- 
trict is always reorganizing. Why? We 
found the meetings were spiritless owing 
to a lack of preparation. Plans must be 
made and developed by the leaders to hold 
the children. Grown-ups soon tire of a 
dull meeting. We can well see the need of 
capable as well as consecrated leaders. 
Alertness and ingenuity must be displayed 
as the fresh keen mind of a child soon dis- 
covers a spiritless meeting and will soon 
be conspicuous by his absence and before 
long reorganization will be a necessity. 

Planning to devote more time to pre- 
paring the lessons would be a good thing 
to discuss. How do we prepare the les- 
sons for the meeting? A quick reading of 
the Bible lesson, a glance about to find 
some material and then rush off, trusting to 
luck or to God to give us a good meeting. 
God helps only those who help themselves 
and He will only bless our efforts if He sees 
that we have really exercised our own abil- 
ity. The lessons must be presented in an 
attractive way. One Junior worker com- 
plained about the diminishing forces of her 

(Continued on page 34) 


~ Hints for Your 


T is a good plan to hold at least once a 

year a joint social of the Senior and 

Junior Leagues; May is a good time to 
hold this social. 

If you have no Junior League, the Senior 
League will do well to entertain the chil- 
dren of the congregation; interest may thus 
be awakened and a leader found to organ- 
ize a Junior Society. 

Here are some suggestions for such a 
gathering: 

A FLOWER SOCIAL. 

A Flower Show. Get some of the Juniors 
to represent some well known flowers. 
Some hints for the costumes are: 

Four o’clock—A girl with a clock or 
watch around her neck, set at four o’clock. 

Golden-rod—A boy carrying a brass cur- 
tain-rod. 

Sweet William—A boy named William 
carrying a box of candy which he munches 
with evident delight. 

Lady-slipper—A tiny girl carrying one 
of her slippers in her hand. 

Buttercup—A boy with a picture of a 
goat in one hand and a cup in the other. 

Marigold—A girl with a picture of a 
bride in her hand, one with golden curls 
preferred. Otherwise let her wear jewelry 
of all sorts, rings, bracelets and necklaces, 

Daisy—A boy carrying a large calendar 
and a sign with the letter E printed upon 
ik: 

Jonquil—A boy named John, 
quills in every available place. 

Pinks—A little girl dressed entirely in 
pink, with pink bow on her hair and pink 
parasol. 

Sweet Peas—A half dozen of the tiniest, 
daintiest little girls, dressed in soft pale 
colors, each holding the letter P. 

Pass out cards, and let the Seniors guess 
the flower each represents. 

A Flower Guessing Game. Have the 
Juniors pass out cards which they have 
previously decorated with flowers cut from 
magazines or paper napkins, and let all 
write the answers— 

An amiable man (Sweet William). 

A dude and an animal (dandelion) 

A part of the day (four o’clock). 

One of the four hundred (aster). 

What Cinderella should have advertised 
for (lady’s slipper). 

A lover’s farewell to his sweetheart (for- 
- get-me-not). 

A product of the dairy and a utensil 
(buttercup). 

' What the father said to his son in the 
morning (Johnny-jump-up). 

The result of Cupid’s arrows (bleeding 
heart). : : 

A fortune seeker (marigold). 


wearing 


Social Meetings 


A bird that rises early and an imple- 
ment that makes a horse go (larkspur). 

A flower between mountains (lily-of-the- 
valley). 

A yellow stick (golden rod). 

Red and White Roses. All may partici- 
pate in this game. Divide the company 
into two parts, tie a narrow strip of paper 
to the sleeve of all contestants, one side 
red, the other side white. Let each side 
choose a captain, Have a number of large 
flower pots prepared, cut from green card- 
board, with an easel arrangement to make 
them stand; have planted in these rose 
bushes, also cut from cardboard. Put these 
up at one end of the room, have players 
stand at opposite end; give each side a 
rubber ball, and see which side is success- 
ful in knocking down the greatest number. 
Each side’s score is kept until each has had 
a turn, and the victor is the side whose 
combined score is highest. Each player is 
given three chances. 

A Howipay EVENING. 

This may also be used at a joint social. 
Ask each one to come dressed to represent 
a holiday or special day. This may be done 
simply by wearing or carrying something 
pertaining to the special day. January first 
can carry a box of dates, or a lot of calen- 
dars; Washington’s Birthday can have 
cherries or a hatchet; St. Patrick a sham- 
rock; May Day may be a girl with a May 
basket; Labor Day a man with a lunch 
box. Guessing what each represents may 
be the first game, and games suitable for 
the various days may be played; a Heart 
Hunt for Valentine Day; a Patriotic game 
for July Fourth; a Hallow E’en game for 
October, etc. Thanksgiving Day should at- 
tend to the refreshments, and Christmas 
should distribute small souvenirs. 
AN EVENING WITH THE LUTHER LEAGUE 

REVIEW. 

Both Juniors and Seniors would be in- 
terested in arranging for this, to show to 
the whole congregation the work of the 
organization and its magazine. The rooms 
are arranged to represent the different de- 
partments of the REvirw. One corner is 
draped with muslin and covered with ad- 
vertisements cut from the Rrview—to 
represent the advertising pages. - (Orders 
may here be taken for the Luther League 
jewelry.) “Luther League News Items” 
may be represented by a large Bulletin 
Board on which is printed interesting 
items concerning the League and Church, 
both general and local. “The Luther League 
Topics” may be presented by a group seated 
around a table, and here for the first part 
of the evening’s entertainment, have a brief 

(Continued on page 38) 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Harry Hopegs, Editor, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; with W. C. 
Stoever, Litt.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; J. M. Reynolds, Valatie, 
N, Y.; I. 8. Runyon, New 
York, N. Y.; A. T. Michler, 
Philadelphia, Pa., as special 
associates, and the coopera- 
tion of the Literature Com- 
mittee of the Luther League 
of America. Send all articles, 
communications and news 
items to 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Luther League Revtew 


OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
ISSUED MONTHLY BY THE 


Luther League of America 
IN THE INTERESTS OF 
The Lutheran Church and Her Voung People 


E. F. EILERT, Publisher, 
New York. 


pees 
Subscription, 60 cents a year, 
Send remittances in stamps, 


, Draft, 
Letter, and all communica- 
tions relating to business to 
LUTHER LEAGUE , 
846 Drexel Bldg., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


Entered at the New York 
Post Office as Second Class 
Matter. r 
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OUR JUNIORS 


This issue of the Review is devoted en- 
tirely to the work of our Junior Leagues. 
The Twentieth Century has rightly been 
called the Children’s Era. The welfare of 
children is a problem now receiving the at- 
tention that it should have had years ago; 
it is one of the greatest and most import- 
ant before the people of the United States. 
Most of our churches have come to believe 
that there is a place in their midst for the 
child, not alone for attendance on his part 
at the stated services but in the activities 
of the congregation. But in many cases 
they have done little or nothing to prepare 
the children for intelligent activity. The 
Junior League tries to help in doing this 
work for the Church. 

The Church needs the children. The 
Church family cannot be what it should be 
without the children any more than a home 
that has no children can be all that a happy 
home might be. The Church needs to feel 
its responsibility for the children, and it 
needs the help and inspiration that the 
work of training the children brings. It 
needs, too, the service that the children can 
give. For there are many bits of Christian 
work that the children can do, and the 
church that gives no opportunity for the 
service that children can render has failed 
of its highest mission. 

The children, too, need and should ex- 
pect the help that the Church can give. 
Christian parents should of course feel the 
greatest responsibility for their own chil- 
dren, and nothing can take the place of 
home training in the religious life ag well 
as in every day living and thinking. But 
what of the children who are not blessed 
with Christian parents; who learn nothing 
of the Christian life in their own homes; 
whose parents take Sunday morning to 
peruse the newspaper and for extra sleep, 
and the afternoon perhaps for a Sunday 


excursion? What is to be done for these 


children, and what for those whose parents 
feel that their whole duty is done if they 
have dressed their children and sent them 
off to the Bible school; who feel that they 
can then shirk the responsibility for their 
children’s instruction in the Bible, and 
trust it wholly to the Bible school teachers? 

There is a large work that the Church 
can and should do for the children; for 
those even who have Christian training at 
home, and much more for those who seem 
to have no one to care for their souls. The 
children have a right to expect that the 
Church of Christ shall care for them and 
lead them into right paths. This the 
Church is trying to do by her Bible schools, 
catechetical classes and Junior societies; 
taking them in and guiding and teaching 
and training them. 


- - 
THE CHRISTIAN KINDERGARTEN 


Kindergarten is a fanciful name, literal- 
ly it is a “garden of children” where, re- 
garded as tender plants, they are trained. 


It means a school for very young children: ==: 


where they are educated by object lessons, 
the use of instructive diversions and songs, 
and healthful games. The system is due " 
to Friedrich Froebel of Germany. Profes- 
sor Painter, of Roanoke College, says: “It 
shall give them employment suited to their 
nature, strengthen their bodies, exercise 
their senses, employ the waking mind, make 
them acquainted judiciously with Nature 
and society, cultivate especially the heart 
and temper, and lead them to the founda- 
tion of all living—to unity with them- 
selves.” BS 
The Christian kindergarten is either, 
first, the application of the kindergarten 
method to the instruction of the little chil- . 
dren in the Sunday school, or, second, the 
week-day instruction of the children of the - 
neighborhood, gathered in and taught the 
Bible, about Christ and the wonderful - ~ 
(Continued on page 84) — i 


General Secretary’s Letter | 


Dear Luther Leaguers: 


‘This issue of the REVIEW, as you will 
note, is devoted entirely to a consideration 
of our junior work. What we have to say 
concerning it is contained in the editorial. 
Some of the material will be prcserved in 
pamphlet form and can be purchased from 
this office. The cover picture shows a 
postcard invitation to Junior meetings 
which can be purchased from this office at 
20 cents per dozen. 


There seems to be a misunderstanding in 
the minds of some concerning certain pub- 
lic statements of mine about the relation 
existing between Junior Luther Leagues 
and Junior Missionary Societies. Any so- 
ciety of whatever name may become a 
member of the Luther League. ‘“What’s 
in a name?” The Luther League asks no 
dues of its Juniors. The Luther League 
has incorporated the Missionary Societies’ 
Monthly Topic into its program scheme. If 
you have a Junior League, it is making the 
same study as the Junior Missionary So- 
ciety, “and more.” If you have a Junior 
Missionary Society have it join the Luther 
League movement that it may study “the 
more.” Do with your funds as you choose, 
the Luther League does not ask for them. 
Do not have a League and a Missionary So- 
ciety; have one or the other, but in any in- 
stance join the Luther League movement 
and study a topic weekly. The boy and 
girl not only needs the missionary instruc- 
tion provided by the missionary program 
once a month, but also the benefit of a well- 
founded Lutheran education which the 
Luther League Topics provide for the 
other three meetings of the month. They 
need more than missionary knowledge to 
be intelligent Christians. I trust that I 
have herewith made myself plain and will 
not again be misunderstood. 

I have been in Chicago as the guest of 
the National Lutheran Council in behalf of 
the European Relief Campaign, concerning 
which you may read on Page 2, represent- 
ing the young people of the Church. In 
the matter of European Relief, the Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic Communions must do 
the biggest work, because their children 
are the ones that have suffered. Holy Writ 
tells us, “But if any provide not for his 
own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.” And so I call on 
every Luther Leaguer to give not only of 
his substance to this cause, but of himself, 

and his time, in the campaign. As you 
_ respond to this call you save life, as you do 
not respond you may be guilty of the lives 
of many of your brethren in Christ. 


ag 


While in attendance at a. Church service 
in Chicago, I listened to the pastor read a 
letter from the prohibition advocates, who 
are much concerned for the outcome of the 
coming election, because of the aggressive 
propaganda of the “wets” to send to our 
legislative halls men of their type. The 
letter in question was sent to the churches 
because it was discovered that 63 per cent 
of the church people of Chicago did not 
exercise their right of franchise. I trust 
that no Luther Leaguer is guilty of disre- 
garding this glorious heritage dearly 
bought with the blood of patriots. This 
should appeal to we Lutherans for the 
Declaration at Worms made possible the 
Declaration of Independence and the Refor- 
mation made possible government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. 
Let us appreciate, honor and exercise our 
God-given right. 


The Luther League of Nebraska has the 


distinction of being the one unit in the 


Luther League of America that has paid 
its dues in full for the current year. 


The following states have fixed their 
convention dates: South Dakota, Sioux 
Falls, May 7-9; Connecticut, Southington, 
May 27; New York, Amsterdam, June 1-3; 
Ohio, Springfield, June 23-24; Pennsy]l- 
vania, Pittsburgh, July 9-11; New Jersey, 
Jersey City, Sept. 16-17; Nebraska, Sept. 
24-26. 

The receipts for March were $358.12, the 
expenditures $90.00. 

Our good President, Mr. C. T. A. An- 
derson, has been bereft of his 14-year-old 
son. The REVIEW offers its sympathy and 
assures him of the prayers of all the 
Leaguers for his comfort. 

Yours very truly, 
Harry HOopces, 
General Secretary. 


—e— 
ASCENSION 


The angel host enraptured waits, 
“Lift up your heads eternal gates!” 
O God and Man, the Father’s throne 
Is now for evermore thine own! 


Our great High Priest and Shepherd, 
Thou 

Within the veil art entered now; 

To offer there Thy precious blood 

Once poured on earth a cleansing flood. 


All praise from every heart and tongue 
To Thee ascended Lord be sung; 

All praise to God, the Father be, 
And Holy Ghost eternally! 


League News Items 


SEND IN THE NEWS—The other Leagues want to know what YOU are doing. You want them to ig 


of your activities. This department is a clearing house for ideas in entertainment and 
yours is not represented it is because we do not hear trom you. 


hands by the tenth of the month. 


NEW YORK 


~The executive committee of the Luther 
League of the State of New York met on Feb- 
ruary 20, and outlined plans for the next an- 
nual convention to be held in Amsterdam, N. Y., 
June 1, 2 and 3. The general theme of the con- 
vention will be “The Task of the Youth in the 
Church of Jesus Christ,” sub-divided as fol- 
lows: In the Ministry, in Girl’s Work, in the 
Foreign Field, in the Home Church. Strong 
speakers have been invited for both these themes 
and the evening addresses, and a helpful: con- 
vention is anticipated. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
BUCKS-MONTGOMERY-CHESTER DISTRICT 
—Considerable prominence was given to 


Junior work at the morning session of the con- 
vention of this ‘district held in Grace Church, 
Norristown, Pa., on February 21. There was 
a registration of the Junior delegates. Rey. 
H. S. Paules read a report of the Junior activi- 
ties at the State convention held in Lehighton. 
At the Junior conference there was a brief sur- 
vey of what had been accomplished during the 
past year, the Junior societies of South Per- 
kasie, Limerick, Lansdale, and Trinity, Norris- 
town, receiving special mention; there was a 
display of charts used in the work by two of 
the Juniors, and a model meeting was given by 
the Juniors of Trinity, Norristown, who, about 
fifty in number, presented the topic “Why We 
Keep Lent,” after a brief devotional and busi- 
ness session. 


BETHLEHEM 


—Salem Church has extended a unanimous 
call to G. Franklin Gehr, D.D., as the successor 
to Rev. H. C. Kline. Dr. Gehr was for a num- 
ber of years president of the Pittsburgh Synod 
(G. C.), having been called to that position 
from the pastorate of Luther Memorial Church, 
rie, Pa. He began his ministry in the Church 
of.the Atonement, Racine, Wis.. Dr. Gehr was 
for a number of years the successful general 
secretary of the Chicago Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. His varied experience and his suc- 
cessful career augur well for Salem Church, 
which may. consider itself fortunate in securing 
a pastor of Dr. Gehr’s type. Dr. Gehr is a 
member of the executive committee of the 
Luther League of America. 


LANCASTER 


—The General Secretary of the Luther 
League of America held a conference with the 
pastors of the Lancaster District Luther League 
on April 12, and participated in a rally of the 
district on the evening of the same date. 


PHILADELPHIA 


—In Muhlenberg Memorial Church on Palm 
Sunday evening, March 28, there was held a 
reunion service, in charge of the Luther League. 
The speaker of the evening was Mr. Harry 
Hodges, General Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, and special music was a feature 
of the evening. 


WEISSPORT 


—The annual meeting of St. Paul’s Luther 
‘League was held on January 6. The following 
officers were elected: President, Frank C. 
Horack ;- vice-president, Elmer L. Beidleman; 
secretary, Lizzie Reich; treasurer, Helen Noth- 
stein; organist, Mildred Trainer. 
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All news items must be 


PITTSBURGH ; 


—In connection with the winter. branch ral- 
lies held throughout this district, there will be 
an administration class conducted for Junior 
and Intermediate superintendents and workers 
where information may be secured and instruc- 
tion given as to the organization and manage- 
ment of the Junior and Intermediate League. 
This will be held separately but simultaneously 
with the rally. At the spring rallies of the 
various branches, a Junior and Intermediate 


rally will be held for the boys and girls them-- 


selves and their superintendents. : 

Inner Mission Society.—The. second pastor 
on the inner mission staff, the Rev. Frank W. 
Richter, of Baden, Pa., took up his new work 
February 3. Mr. Richter has been active in 
the young people’s work of the church, student 
work, and has some experience in inner mis- 
sions. The society now employs six regular 
workers. 


good. .works., 
in the Editor's 


A course of ten training lectures in Christian © 


service is being offered in the First Lutheran 
Church every Friday evening by Rey. C. P. 
MacLaughlin, D.D., and Superintendent Am- 
brose Hering. It is proposed to make this’ an 
annual feature of the society’s work. Forty- 
six people registered a desire to take the course ; 
however, not all could come on the above date. 
“In the Lutheran student work bi-weekly 
student luncheon meetings are being conducted, 
and a bi-weekly mission ‘study class meets after 
the luncheon. All out-of-town Lutheran stu- 
dents have been listed for pastoral visitation. 

The Inner Mission Library, long contem- 
plated, has become a fact through the donation 
of a dozen books on inner mission and religious- 
social subjects. The library is being housed 
in the office of the society, and the books will 
be available for Lutheran workers. During the 
past three months the Woman’s Auxiliary 
raised over $500 for the work of the society. 
The special Christmas letter sent out has 
brought in over $2,100. Including the main- 
tenance receipts at the Woman’s Hospice the 
total receipts for the past month were $3,051. 

Simultaneous Lenten Efforts—aAt a special 
meeting of the Inter-synodical Lutheran Minis- 
terial Association a committee was appointed 
to draw up a suggested Lenten program. In 
all the Lutheran congregations of the city spe- 
cial efforts are to be put forth this Lenten sea- 
son to deepen spiritual life, enlist the layety, 
reclaim the impentent, and convert sinners. A 
week of special services of an evangelistic char- 
acter is recommended. Shrove Tuesday morn- 
ing a special Lenten. preparatory service has 
been arranged, the Rey. W. BH. Schuette, of 
Wheeling, W. Va., to conduct the meditation. 
GREENVILLE 


—The League of Holy Trinity Church gave 
a.sacred concert of a very high order on March 
18. The proceeds from the silver offering whicli’ 
was lifted was devoted to the League’s treasury. 
LIMERICK 


—The Junior Society of St. James Church 
splendidly rendered the pageant, “The Striking 


of America’s Hour,” on February 19. There 


were about seventy children in costume par- 
ticipating. 
a musical program and an address, 
Our Missionary Opportunities,” by Miss Brenda 
Mehlhouse. This Junior society is one of the. 
live organizations of the church. ast year it 
contributed $125 to missionary causes, it from 


Preceding its rendition there was 
‘Alailing . 
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time to time gives splendid entertainments, thethe Intermediate League was especially in- 


children with the aid of the leaders make quilts 
for which orders come from all parts of the 
country, and they are studying the regular 
- Junior missionary programs monthly. 
_ POTTSTOWN 

—On March 13, in St. James Church, Rev. 
J. S. Savacool, pastor, a rally of the Juniors 
of the Pottstown churches was held with an 
attendance of about 250 Juniors and Junior 
workers, despite a miniature blizzard which 
was raging. An excellent program of musical 
and vocal numbers, and recitations was ren- 
dered by the Juniors of Emmanuel, Transfigura- 
tion, Grace, St. James and St. Peter’s, Stowe, 
and a missionary pageant, “The Striking of 
America’s Hour,” was splendidly given by the 
Junior society of St.. James, Limerick. An 
informal conference on Junior problems was 
held at the conclusion of the program, and as 
a result at least one new Junior Luther League 
will be organized. The meeting was the first 
of a series to be held at Lansdale, Souderton, 
Sellersville, Royersford and Norristown. 


OHIO 
AKRON 


—The Juniors of Trinity Church are havy- 
ing a novel and interesting “Called to the 
Colors” Membership Contest. The members 
are divided into three parts, the Reds, the 
Whites and the Blues; they have a large score 
poster with the United States and the Chris- 
tian flags and the name of the contest in red 
lettering at the top, and a red, white and blue 
column for credit marks—three points for new 
members, two points for old members, one for 
visitors and one for Bible verses. A rally song 
is used in connection with the contest, and a 
“Vietory Celebration” will be held at its con- 
clusion. Ribbons are worn by the different 
groups, and interest is running high. This 
Junior League is also busy making scrapbooks 
and other gifts to be sent to their former super- 
intendent, Sister Carrie, now in the Virgin 
Islands. 

CLEVELAND 

—The District Luther League of Northeast- 
ern Ohio held its twenty-second convention in 
the First Church, Cleveland, February 21. The 
evening address was delivered by C. S. Bauslin, 
D.D., secretary of the Board of Education. The 
convention was attended by about two hundred 
delegates. The officers for the ensuing year 
are: R. G. Hornberger, Akron, president; Mrs. 
C. A. Ports, Cleveland, vice-president; Miss 
Norma Peterson, Cleveland, recording secre- 
tary ; Miss Ruth Simon, Lordstown, correspond- 
ing secretary; H. C. Witmer, Cleveland, treas- 


urer, 
KANSAS 
CHAPMAN 


—The Chapman League is still retaining its ~ 


old enthusiasm, and has recently voluntarily 
pledged itself to raise $500 toward the new 
church. At a business meeting of the League 
Monday evening, March 22, plans were dis- 
cussed for raising the sum, and the plans will 
be other ‘than solicitation and donations. It 
is believed that the amount will be raised in 
ample’ time. 

- he discussion on “Christian Hducation and 
Colleges” was held March 7 instead of Febru- 
ary 29 on account of sickness. Mr. Ira T., 
Koogle, a graduate of Midland College, and 
who also took several years’ work in a State 
college, led the meeting, and the subject was 
thoroughly discussed both from the side of the 
denominational and from the State colleges. 
EMPORIA 

- -—The Emporia Senior League’s program for 
“Christian Education and Colleges’ was well 
attended. The congregation was invited to 
come earlier and attend the Senior League and 


vited. The addresses by Miss Erna Ackelbein, 
Miss Nellie Peterson, Miss Anna Carlson and 
Miss Margaret Berg were all good and to the 
point. Miss Dorothea Bang’s violin solo was 
splendid, as usual. Miss Ackelbein’s vocal solo 
was much enjoyed. Miss Ruth Berg, as leader, 
and Miss Helen Johnson, as accompanist, func- 
tioned fine. The letter received from Miss 
Nettie Anderson and Miss Edna Mackenthun, of 
Midland College, was in story form and very 
clever. It was greatly appreciated, as were also 
the sentence prayers. An excellent, paper. was 
read by Miss Dorothea Bang at the morning 


» service. 


The Senior League has a missionary share 
of $20 which runs for four years, $5 annual 
nayment. We are paying this installment in 
the good old Lutheran way—giving as the Lord , 
has prospered us. 

The Intermediate League has charge of and 
supplies the choir for evening church seryice. 
However, they have invited the regular choir. 
to assist the Intermediates if the regular choir 
desires to do so. The offer was much appre- 
ciated and they are doing fine. 

LAWRENCE 

—The Lawrence League was very sorry to 
learn that the Rey. Snyder, who had accepted 
the call from Trinity, was later obliged to re- 
ject same, We realize keenly what it means to 
be without a pastor. 

Luther Hangen, of Wellington, who has ‘been 
an active worker with us during his years in the-! 
university, now holds the honor in his Senior 
year of being editor-in-chief of the K. U. Year-* 
book, “The Jayhawker.’ The book promises 
to surpass all others in excellency. 

—The engagement has been announced of 
Miss Gladys Long and Mr. August Selig. Both 
of these young people have been active and 
interested workers in the Lawrence League. 
Gladys is a sophomore in the university and’ 
comes from the Greenleaf League, while August 
has been a lifelong member with us and grad- 
uates this year from the department of geology “ 
Pie oO 

HINTS FROM OFFICERS. 
From the Treasurer: 

The treasurer is glad to report three in- 
creases in membership this year, viz., Peabody, 
from 52 to 60; Wichita, from 10 to 20, and 
Hutchinson, from 17 to 20. These are the first 
signs that the League is beginning to recover 
from the depressing effects of the war. 

Peabody is. our banner League in size, with, 
sixty members; Glasco is, second with fifty. , 

The beauty about figures coming from the 
treasurer’s office is that they represent active, 
bona fide, dues-paying members. poi! 

ILLINOIS 


—Kenneth Kurst, of Carthage Coege, was 
recently elected treasurer of the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement in Illinois. Carthage College 
was represented at the meeting by Hurst, Paul 
Smith, Irwin Kraemer and Misses Kaltenbaugh 
and Hrve Mexiy. The college has a volunteer 
band of thirteen members. Many other students 
are seriously preparing to do foreign mission 
work. Mr. Hurst is president of the Luther 
League of Illinois. 


EFFICIENT TREASURER’S RECORD 


The book that can increase the pleas- 
ure you get out of your service as 
Treasurer and can save time and effort 
for you. 4 


Write at once for specimen sheet 
W. J. P. MENG, 14 North Peoria St., Chicago, Ill. 


Puther 


Luther League of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., Octeber 30 and 31, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 


President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 85 South Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

First Vice-President, O. C. RoHpE, 1422 Birchall Rd., 
Homeville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. Rapps, 2812 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, Harry Hopces, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 846 Drexel Bldg., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


Executive Committee 


Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 

Secretary, Literature Secretary, Trasurer, 
and the following members: 

Hon. E, F. E1ert (Chairman), 818 West 89th St., 
New York City, 

Witiiam C. StToever, Lit. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. E. A. TRABERT, 2704 Dana St., Berkeley, Cal. 

O. C. C. Ferra, Indianapolis, Ind. 

I. S. Runyon, New York. 

Rev. G. F. Greur, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 

James M. REYNOLDS, Valatie, N. Y. 

Rev. M. J. Brieser, D.D., Winnipeg, Canada. 


ts All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 


Hon. E. F. Ermert, New York. 

I. S. Runyon, New York. 

Rev. Yost BRANDT, Albany, N. Y. 

Prof. H. G. DretnincEr, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Mary St. JoHN, R. F. D., Troy, N. Y. 


Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 
W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Rev. C. H, BECKMAN, Galt, Ont., Can. 
Rev. C. A. NAUMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
WeENRY. STELLNER, Aberdeen, S. D 
WiLtiiAM Eck, Albany, N. Y. 


Junior and Intermediate Committee 
Rev. A. T. MICHLER (Chairman), 3341 No. 18th St., 
Tioga, Philadelphia, Pa. 
CHARLES W. Fuur, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
O. C. Ronpe, Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss B. MEHLHOUSE, Norristown, Pa. 
Miss L. W. Rice, Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. C. M. TEuFEL, Middletown, Md. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., Geo. C. ZECHER, 42 Dewey Ave., New Rochelle, 
Sec., Miss Marizs E. HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., 
Brooklyn. 
Treas., Louis A. BIEL, 1529 St. Vincent St., Utica. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 

Pres., WM. H. Mrences, Menges Mills. 

Sec., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 

Treas., Roy C. BEAVER, 122 W. Main St., ’Greenville. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY¥Y— 

Pres., Dr. W. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 

Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 

Eliza- 


mpoy. 
treme Grace E. Fiscuer, 1009 William St., 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 
Pres. KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Carthage. 
Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., Chi- 


cago. 
Treas., CARL Meyer, 4918 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago. 


Peaque 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., Grover F. Incen, R. R. 5, Springfield, Ohio. 

Corr. Sec., Miss BLANCHE FRASER, 629 No. 
stone St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Treas., RAYMOND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. N. D. GoBHRING, 4385 Lake St., Madison. 
Sec., Lypia MOoeLuer, 1569 Eighth St., Milwaukee. 
Treas., EpITH Horn, 318 Virginia Ave., Platteville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., Rev. RALPH D. WHEADON, Hoagland, Indiana. 
Sec., Lourse Negs, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 
Treas., W. F. Renz, 8416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., Miss WiLMA MILLER, Council Bluffs. 
Sec., Miss MILpRED TAYLOR, Iowa City. 
Treas., Morris LESHER, Burlington. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen. 

Sec., A. F. BrAGsTAD, Sioux Falls. 

Treas., Mrs. M. L. SwWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CARL BARTSCH, 8111 29th ANG Minne- 
apolis. 

Sec., CARL JACKSON, 118 W~.‘Seventh St., Duluth. 

Treas., RUTH ANDERSON, Lindstrom. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— 

Pres, FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 76 Webster St., ater 
en. 

Sec., Miss CELE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St.,- Bridgeport. 

Treas., WILLIAM ReISCH, Plantsville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 
Pres., C. R. Srupger, Pullman, Wash. 

Sec., MARTHA WALLAND, 1928 So. L St., Tacoma, Wash. 
Treas., C. E. JAEGER, Chehalis, Wash. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

Sec., Miss BERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada, 

Treas., Miss EpNA SNELL, 6803 Binney St., Omaha. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

Pres., ALFRED J. Brit, 10382 E. Militarye St., Fremont. 
Sec., NetTTIE ANDERSON, Midland College, Fremont. 
Treas., RopERT ALBACH, 618 W. 4th St., Lawrence. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Pres., H. R. WaAGNeER, 18 Merrill Ave., Detroit. 
See., R. S. BrRuULAND, 240 Phila., East Detroit. 
Treas., A, ELrers, 183 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Pres., Geo. W. NELSON, Lutheran Seminary; Soe, 
sues 

Sec., HucH RHYNE, Lenoir College, Hickory 

Treas., Miss BERTHA CLINE, Statesville. 


Akron. 


District Leagues in States Not Organized 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 “L” St., N. W. 

See., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 8262 “N” St., N. W. 3 
Treas., Miss Rose BricHT, 1505 Decatur St., N. W. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 

Pres., CHAS. L. TRABERT, 2786 Elmwood Ave., Berkeler 

Sec., DorotTHY ROEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 

Treas., Myron Hestorrr, 837 Salina St., Salinas. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., CarL M. Distuer, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 

Sec., Maric E. Bercer, 21 E. Barney, Baltimore. 

Treas., sa 7 STEGMAN, 26385 Guilford Ave., Balti- 
more, . 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA— 


Pres., Mr. JESSEN HirtLE, Bridgewater, N. S. 
Sec., Miss IDA WENTZEL, Bridgewater. 
Treas., Miss GLADYS CoNRAD, Bridgewater. . 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— i 
Pres., Mr. JoHN Mertzcer, Martins Ferry, Ohio. 
Sec,, Miss IRma Waas, Wheeling, W. Va. i 
Treas., Miss MARIAN SEYLER, Mariette, Oblo. a 


Lime- 


Suggestions for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY THE 
GENERAL SUGGESTIONS—PREPARATION, 


1. That the leader should be well pre- 
pared to keep the interest of the members 
in the topic under discussion is a foregone 
conclusion. The reasons that many devo- 
tional meetings are devoid of interest and 
enthusiasm lies right here. And until the 
leader realizes his responsibility for the 
success of the meeting, our devotional 
meetings will be lifeless, and almost useless. 

2. The leader should remember the aim 
of the Luther League, namely, to make 
good, active, intelligent Lutheran Church 
workers out of the young people. This 
should guide him in the preparation of the 
topic. The topics have been selected with 
that purpose in view, and until the leader 
realizes this, the purpose of the devotional 
meeting will not be obtained. 

8. A devotional meeting that has the 
atmosphere of devotion, that creates the 
desire for learning the truth, that continu- 
ally strengthens the Lutheran conviction 
and consciousness of the Luther Leaguer, 
so that he never is satisfied until he shows 
“that faith which worketh by love’ cannot 
be’ secured with a few hours’ preparation 
on the day of the meeting. 

4. The leader should prepare (a). By 
prayer. (b). By study of text on which 
topic is based. (c). Hymns, psalm, prayer, 
program of meeting previously selected. 
(d). Essayist, discussionist, should have 
been chosen and come well prepared with 
their parts. (e). See that interest never 
lags by break in program. (f). The L. L. 
Topic will prove interesting, stimulating, 
and helpful if used aright. (g). Prepare 
to train the members for intelligent active 
service. (h). May the leader not forget to 
come prepared. 


Hints For Topics. 


May 2—Hymn 208. Ps. 122; Prayer by 
pastor. Scripture read by leader. Hymn 
207. Topic presented by leader, by having 
members discuss principal thought in the 
text. Have papers written by different 
members on “What I am getting out of my 
church membership?” 

Review articles in church papers and 
THE REVIEW. 

Have scripture passages read referring 
to church membership. These should have 
been prepared by the leader. ya 


REV. J. S. ALBERT. 


Aim, How can I get the best out of my 
church membership? 

Hymn 211 closing in regular way. 

May 9—Hymn 213. Ps. 19 with Gloria 
Patri. Prayer for “Work and Workers” 
Scripture read responsively. Secure views 
from members of principal thought of the 
scripture lesson. Hymn 219. Presentation 
of topic. Question Box on following ques- 
tions: How can I be of service—1l. In the 
Luther League? 2. In Sunday school? 3. 
In Mission Study? 4. In the church? 
- Hymn 227 with closing service. 
May supplement of “Call to Service.” 

Aim. To get consecrated workers. 

May 16—Hymn 237. Ps. 24, Prayer and 
reading of scripture by leader. Hymn 239. 
Topic presented by summary of articles in 
Review and Church Papers. Discussion on 
“The Heavenly Jerusalem.” Hymn 241. 
With closing service. 

Aim. To create the desire to be a mem- 
ber of the City of God. 

May 23—Hymn 128. Ps. 46. Scripture 
reading and prayer. Hymn No. 126. Pre- 
sentation of Topic. Papers read by differ- 
ent members on “The Causes of the Great 
Sermon” and “The Importance of the Day 
of Pentecost.” Discussion on the “Results 
of the Sermon” and “Possibilities Today 
of Preaching.” 

Aim. To celebrate Pentecost and to secure 
recruits for ministry. 

May 30—Hymn 1386. Ps. 100. Prayer. 
Scripture read by one of the members. 
Hymn 209. Presentation of topic by papers 
giving substance of articles in the Topics 
and THE REVIEW. Connect the topic in its 
biblical setting to the needs of our country 
today. Hymn 59. Closing service. 

Aim, To instil in each member the spirit 
of defense for the truth in Christ Jesus, to 
become Witnesses of the Faith. 

~-&— 


Get 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
There are «twenty-four million children 
in the United States. Twelve millions of 
them are without any religious instruc- 
tions whatsoever. What will be our fu- 
ture? 


Let us bear in mind that Junior work 
must be of two kinds: Work for the Jun- | 
iors in thoughtful, prayerful preparation 
and guidance, and work by the Juniors 
themselves. 


“MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


in twenty-four hundred churches. The highest grade instruments. 


fications and estimates on request. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogs, Speci- . 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland 


Luther Leaque Topics 


THE VALUE OF CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP 
(Practical) 
Fourth Sunday 


after Easter. May 2, 1920. 
Heb. 10:20-25. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 

Monday—Morning, Col. 1:9-20; evening, Deut. 
19 :1-21, 

Tuesday—Morning, Col. 2:1-15; Evening, Deut. 
20 :1-20. 

Wednesday—Morning, Col. 3:1-17; evening, Deut. 
2131-28. 

Thursday—Morning, Rom. 10:8-11; evening, Deut. 
22 :1-30. 

Friday—Morning, Acts 2:37-41; evening, Deut. 
28 :1-25. 

Saturday—Morning, Acts 16:27-84; evening, Deut. 


24 :1-22. 
(O. C. C. Fetta.) 


The church is rich in blessings, while the 
value of membership in the church is great 
to some and comparatively little to others. 
It needs little explanation or argument.to 
show some of the many things the church 
provides for its members, as they are al- 
most self-evident. Some of the benefits 
and objects of the Christian church which 
are of incalculable value to the members 
are as follows: 

The church, particularly the Lutheran 
church, provides opportunities for her 
members and friends to hear at regular 
times, the preaching and teaching of the 
Gospel, and the correct teaching and ad- 
ministration of the sacraments as _ insti- 
tuted by Christ. 

The church, through her membership, 
constitutes a united effort to follow Christ’s 
commandment, when He said, “Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy host.” To the mem- 
bers of a church is thus given an oppor- 
tunity through the church to obey that 
great commandment of Jesus, with the en- 
couragement and co-operation of the other 
church members. The church, then, is an 
organized effort of Christian workers, to 
spread the Gospel of Christ. 

The church contains many who profess 
to follow and who really try to follow Jesus 
as their Lord and Master. They can join 
in each other’s joys and sorrows, and can 
as Christian people really offer sympathy 
and aid to those of the congregation in 
need. What a privilege then to be num- 
bered as one of such a devoted group of be- 
lievers. In such unity of belief and in ac- 
tion, every.member of the church is helped 
to continue service in the Master’s cause 
and to keep his commandments. 

The church provides real Christian fel-- 


lowship for her members and friends. We 
can think of all kinds of clubs, meetings, 
and organizations, but none of them can 
compare with the church in the kind of 
real true, Christian friendship and sociabil- 
ity always present in the congregation that 
is witnessing for Christ. 

The Christian church is the great influ- 
ence for good in any community, state or 
nation. Although we believe in strict 
separation of church and state, yet there 
is no influence within community, state or 
nation so powerful for righteousness, as 
that of the church. Our laws and form of 
government even are molded by the teach- 
ings and influence of the church. Woe to 
the nation without Christ and the church, 
and who wants to live in a community with- 
out a live, Christian church? How strange 
it is then that many people who want to 
live in a Christian community with 
churches and schools, are unwilling to join 
in the work of the church as an active 
member. 

The church promotes and encourages 
works of mercy. Our fair country is filled 
with institutions of mercy—hospitals, or- 
phans’ homes, and numerous others. It is 
the spirit of the Christ working through 
the church and her members that is pro- 
viding all these institutions for our nation. 


The social instinct is familiar to all: 
We like the company of others who want 
to do the same things we like to do. We 
want companionship in Christian living 
also. So the influence of the church for 
righteousness, justice, morality, peace and 
harmony extends not only through the state 
and nation, but it leavens society, homes 
and the individual life. 

When we consider some of these benefits 
of the church, our wonder grows that there 
is not a universal desire of all people to 
join the church, and to partake of these 
blessings. Yet on Sundays when we see 
the small crowds of worshippers around 
some altars, may we not question the value 
some members of churches put on their 
membership? And when we see Leaguers 
occasionally who never miss social meet- 
ings and are never present at the devotion- 
al meetings, may we not justly inquire 
whether they really value the real objects 
of the Luther League. Luther Leaguers, 
what is the estimate we place on the value 
of the church, as shown by our attendance 
at the services of the church and our will- 
ingness to help in the work of the church? 
Of what value to us is our membership in 


The Luther League Topics, complete lessons (of which the above are outlines and review) in. 82-page.’, 
pamphlet covering three months can be supplied at rates given on page 35 by LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, 


318-326 West 39th Street, New York City. 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


the Luther League and the church besides 
attendance at some or all the services? Is 
the church so valuable that we are always 
willing to take and never give of our tal- 
ents, time and money? 

The humble member of any church or 
Luther League best knows the value of his 
membership, as he feels the need of the 
church and of being in the presence of 
Christ and learning more of Him. This is 
a self-righteous generation, indifferent. in 
many ways to the influence and need of 
sacred things. 

The value of church membership to us 
depends largely on what we are willing to 
put into the church and on what we are 
willing to do for the church. Our interest 
in the church will increase as we. study 
the ways we can help Christ in the work 
of His organized believers—the church. 
Every hour spent in the Sunday School, the 
Luther League and other: service in our 
private devotions, will reveal to us the 
value of our membership in the church. 

Shall we not then as Leaguers put a 
higher value on our church membership 
when we consider what the church has 
done and is always doing for us? Jesus 
Christ is the head of the church. Ephesians 
1-22; and we are also taught in Ephesians 
5-25 that Christ loved the church. 

What kind of value do we put on church 
membership? Is it merely an emotional, 
sentimental value, that is expended in talk 
or dreaming, or do we really value our 
membership in the church enough to make 
it take a substantial form by becoming an 
active, devoted member and believer? 

—_&— 
Fifth Sunday 
after Easter. May 9, 1920. 


THE CALL TO SERVICE IN MY OWN 


CHURCH 
(Missionary) 
DaILy Brete READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, Matt. 18:2-6; evening, Deut. 
25 :1-19, 
Tuesday—Morning, Matt. 9:36-38; evening, Deut. 
26 :1-19. 


Wednesday—Morning, John 4:35-38; evening, Deut. 
27 31-26. 
Thursday—Morning, Matt. 25:35-45; evening, Deut. 


28 :1-68. E 
Friday—Morning, Luke 65:1-11; Deut. 


29 :1-29. 
PY ee Bie lg 2 Cor. 9:6-15; evening, Deut. 

: : (Brenda L. Mehlhouse.) 

In Webster’s dictionary we find the 
word League defined as “an alliance for 
mutual interests.” Therefore, a Luther 
League is an alliance of Lutherans for 
mutual interests. These mutual interests 
are many, and together they constitute a 
clear and clarion call to service. What 
are some of these mutual interests and 
how can the League heed the call to service 
which they insistently present? 

First, how can the Luther League help 


evening, 
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the Church as an organization? It helps 
the Church by interesting the young people 
in the Church. The League of to-day is the 
Church of to-morrow. It is our duty and 
call to service to keep the young folks in 
close relationship with the Church. Once 
in the League, we should stimulate good at- 
tendance, and from that lead to an active 
part in all the activities of the Church. 

How can the Luther League aid the pas- 
tor? This is another call to service. By 
faithful attendance at the Church services, 
by influencing others to come and enjoy 
the services also, by visiting the sick mem- 
bers and reporting them to the pastor, by 
conducting the business and devotional 
meetings in such a way that the work of 
the League is an encouragement and in- 
spiration to the pastor, by welcoming new- 
comers in the congregation, by supervis- 
the social affairs of the Church, and pro- 
viding wholesome recreation. In all these 
ways the Luther League as a whole, and 
the individual Leaguers can heed the call 
to service by aiding the pastor. 

How can the Luther League be an aid in 
the larger work of the church? In order 
for the League to’be an aid in the larger 
work of the Church, it must be an active 
Luther League. The League and its mem- 
bers as a rule have ambitions and ener- 
gies which can be used to benefit the 
Church as the call to service is heeded. We 
should instil the idea that the Church is the 
House of God, and is the place where 
His word is preached. We should 
also impress the words, “Go and teach 
all nations!” We should start out with 
the Church as the central thought of 
our work, and after we are thoroughly 
informed of her doctrines, religious his- 
tory and claims, we should branch out and 
work among others that they may come in 
and worship and be co-operative members 
also in the work of the Church. 

The-Luther League is a training school 
in many respects, for in the League the 
young people learn of the workings of the 
Church and how to carry it on practically. 
By the League training the young people 
she is answering the call to service which 
comes to her repeatedly. 

Again, the League is a part of the 
Church, and as the relation of the League 
to the Church is expressed by its motto, 
“Of the Church, by the Church, for the 
Church,” so the Luther League must heed 
the call to service which comes to it to aid 
the Church itself, for it is in duty bound 
to support everything that is for the good 
of the Church morally, religiously and 
financially. 

The larger work of the Church is the 
increased activity in actual Church work, 
increased knowledge of Lutheran doc- 
trines, extension of inner, home and for- 
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eign missions, increasing membership, and 
advancing the kingdom of Christ, visiting 
the sick, poor, wayward and indifferent. 

A loyal Leaguer will heed the call to 
service by being loyal to the League and 
Church. A Leaguer’s knowledge of Lu- 
theran doctrines has been learned in some 
of the League meetings, and the LUTHER 
LEAGUE REVIEW through the Topics and 
the articles. Increased membership will 
be brought about by the Leaguers, by asso- 
ciating and socially co-operating with one 
another in joint efforts to prevail on pros- 
pective members to come to the house of 
the Lord and cordially receiving them. By 
the use of the Scriptures and by spreading 
the doctrines of Lutheranism and Christ’s 
teachings, the Luther Leaguer can _ be 
loyal both to his League and Church. 

How can the Luther League be an aid to 
missions? Here is another distinct call. 
There are three distinct lines along which 
this call to service comes, the spiritual, 
educational, and financial; and as soon as 
it has become a real aid to missions, it will 
have become a valuable aid to the Church 
and all other organizations connected with 
the Church. 

First, when we have a missionary topic 
we can make our League a spiritual aid 
through prayer. Real, heartfelt, earnest, 
sincere prayer for the missionary cause, 
whether it be home or foreign, will exert a 
powerful influence upon that cause, and 
the League that is praying in all sincerity 
for some cause cannot fail to become more 
interested in that cause and receive a 
_ spiritual blessing. 

Our Leagues are made up largely of 
young people, and very often those young 
people know very little about missionary 
work. If there be an active Mission Band 
or Mission Study Class they have had some 
instruction along these lines; but even 
then there are usually a number who do 
not belong to these, and who have not yet 
joined the Woman’s Missionary Society. I 
am pre-supposing that they will join that 
society later, now is the League’s oppor- 
tunity to do some work along an educa- 
tional line. | 

When we have a missionary topic do not 
treat it indifferently, and consider it dry 
and uninteresting. Make it one of the 
livest topics. Have stirring missionary 
hymns, and assign certain topics to differ- 
ent ones to be looked up and presented 
briefly; use maps and pictures to illus- 
trate if they can be used to advantage. 

All history presents no more splendid ex- 
ample of noble manhood and womanhood 
than our missionaries, the pioneers and 
those of the present day. The Church has 
always called out the best, and I am not 
referring to the Lutheran Church alone, 


but to the Church as a whole, and nothing: 
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is more inspiring than a study of the 
lives of these men and women. Present 
them in the League when we have a mis- 
sionary topic, that our young people may 
know something of the work, and thus be- 
come educated along those lines. 

As a financial aid, each League will 
have to solve its own problem. A certain 
amount may be given yearly, or money may 
be raised in some way for the missionary 
work, or a monthly offering for missions 
may be taken. 

Each League, if it tries, may find some 
missionary work of its own to do. Some 
member who is ill and in need of help, en- 
couragement or even money to tide them 
over some rough place. Or it may be just 
a friendly hand clasp and a word or two to 
some discouraged member. Possibly there 
is someone who would like to join but is a 
bit timid and is waiting for the friendly 
invitation. Then there are the sick mem- 
bers to be looked after. All this is the 
truest kind of missionary work, and work 
which each one of us can do. And we may 
all safely follow the injunction of St. Paul 
to “give bountifully, that we may also reap 
bountifully,” for truly “God loveth a 
cheerful giver.” 

Let us heed these calls to service then, 
giving not only of our money but of our 
time, our talents, and ourselves, remem- 
bering that it is 


“Not what we give, but what we share, : 
For the gift without the giver, is bare.” 


Sunday after . 
Ascension. May 16, 1920. - 
THE CITY OF GOD 
(Biblical) 


Rev. 21:1-22-5. 
DaILy BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, 2 Cor. 4:6-18; evening, Deut. 
at pce 2 Cor. 5:1-21; evening, Deut. 
OW aiiadlap Moraine: Heb. 11:8-16; evening, Deut. 
ea SE Rtee Acts 1:1-14; evening, Deut. 
be are rete Heb. 12:22-29; ‘evening, Prov. 
: ‘Saturday—Morning, Rev. 22:1-21; evening, Prov. 


(Rev. Robert L. Patterson, D. D.) 

Shortly before His death our Savior 
said, “I go to prepare a place for you.” 
We are quite naturally anxious to know 
what sort of place it is. In this wonderful 
vision of the Apocalypse our Ascended Lord 
sends us a picture of the place as it will 
be when He has finished the preparation. | 

1. It is a city. How people love a city! 
The vast majority of mankind either live 
in cities or long to do so. “The city is the 
great loadstone; men are proud of a city; 
they name themselves by its name; they 
sun themselves in its power and splendor.” 
In vain do we try to stem the tide of popu- 
lation toward our great cities. People 
would rather suffer and die in cities than 
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endure the isolation of rural life. “The in- 
stinct to seek a common life, to form a 
complicated web of mutual sympathy and 
dependence, which is represented by a 
city, is after all a true one, and the oppor- 
tunity for its exercise essential alike to 
man’s true happiness and the full develop- 
ment of all his powers.” God. recognizes 
this instinct, and for the heavenly life 
“prepares for them a city,’’ with all the 
joys and satisfactions and none of the sor- 
rows and limitations of an earthly city. 

2. It is a spiritual city. How vastly su- 
perior is this Christian picture of the 
heavenly life. to the sensual Paradise of 
Mohammedanism! Its delights are not 
physical. Its jasper walls, its gates of 
pearl, its streets of gold are but the ut- 
most reach of human speech to express 
spiritual perfection. Notice this: “The 
length and the breadth and the height of it 
are equal.” No earthly city like that. It 
is a perfect cube, a reproduction of the 
Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, the place 
of the presence of God, where His glory 
dwelt between the cherubim. The city it- 
self is the dwelling place of God. And it 
“comes down from God out of heaven.” It 
is no product of this world. Its things are 
“the things that God hath prepared for 
them that love Him.” 

3. Its negative blessings. It is beyond 
the power of human thought or speech to 
describe what the City of God is; it is 
easier to tell what it is not. Therefore its 
qualities are described, for the most part, 
negatively. And except for its “unimag- 
inable vastness and its unimaginable 
glory” the qualities are moral. 

(1) Holiness. “And there shall in no 
wise enter into it anything that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie.” See also 21:8. It is the 
filth of earthly cities that endangers 
health; the vice a crime that endangers 
life and property. The City of God has 
solved these problems forever. 

(2) Light. “And there shall be no 
night there.” How our earthly. cities 
strive to lighten their darkness! What 
vast sums of money are spent for light. 
Darkness stands for ignorance and sin. 
Twice over it is declared there is no need 
of natural or artificial light in the City of 
God, “for the Lord God giveth them light” 
and “the Lamb is the light thereof.” No 
ignorance and no fear is there. 

(3) “And there shall be no more curse.” 
“The second chapter of our Bible shows 
us man before the curse fell; this, the last 
chapter but one, shows us his condition 
when the curse has been utterly removed. 
All that lies between shows us God at 
work—to remove the curse. The curse is 
but the name for all the effects of sin 
(Gen. 3:17-19). The curse removed is 
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thus described: ‘And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain; 
for the former things are passed away.” 
If we knew a place on earth, some island 
of the blessed, where there was pain, sor- 
row or death, what a rush there would be 
to reach it and bring hither our suffering 
loved ones. And we would call it heaven. 

But there is no such place on earth. It 
is there, in the City of God, the place 
which Christ has gone to prepare for His 
own. Are we striving to reach it with all 
who are near and dear to us? 

(4) “And I saw no temple 
How strange! Our earthly cities are full 
of temples. The chief center of the old 
Jerusalem was the Temple. There are two 
reasons why there is no Temple in the 
City of God: (a) because there is no curse 
there. Here we must have temples because 
sin has blinded our eyes to the presence 
of God. We need places where we may 
shut the world out and ourselves in that we 
may the better realize the presence of God 
and hold fellowship with him; (b) because 
the City itself is the Temple. “Behold the 
Tabernacle of God is with men and he will 
dwell with them.” To be in that city is 
to be in the presence of God; to live there 
is to worship. 

4. Its positive blessings. How little can 
be said of these! “A pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal...and on either 
side of the river the tree of life, which 
bears twelve manner of fruits and yielded 
her fruit every month.” Here we are back 
to the “tree of life’ from which by sin 
man was excluded (Gen. 3:22-24). On 
earth man never finds his cravings satis- 
fied. There the river of life and the tree of 
life shall fill all the wants of his immortal 
nature. 

“And his servants shall 
Heaven will not be simply rest. Activity is 
essential to our happiness. Heaven will 
be the blessed continuance and perfection 
of those services toward God in which the 
redeemed delighted on earth. 

“And they shall see his face.” St. John 
says: “We know that when he shall ap- 
pear we Shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is.” And the Psalmist ex- 
claims: “I shall be satisfied when I awake 
in thy likeness.” J shall be satisfied. 
What more can be said? 

5. It is a Bride-City. “Prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.” “Come 
hither, I will show thee the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife.” As the name, “city” de- 
scribes the social nature of the heavenly 
life, the relation of the redeemed to one 
another; so the name, “the bride,” signi- 
fies the relation of the whole body of the 
redecmed to Christ. Here is the unity of 


therein.” 


serve him.” 
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the glorified Church, she is as one Person- 
ality united to her Lord. The Bridegroom 
(John 3:29) came to earth seeking His 
Bride. In all the ages since then He has 
been wooing and winning her. When the 
City of God is finished then the marriage 
will be consummated in the Marriage Sup- 
per of the Lamb. God grant that we may 
share in its joys. 

Festival of the 

Holy. Trinity. May 30, 1920 
THE WITNESSES OF OUR FAITH 

(Biblical—Patriotic—Memorial Day) 


I John 5:5-138. 
DAILy BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Matt. 28:18-20; evening, Prov. 
9 :1-18. 

Tuesday—Morning, John 14:22-26; evening, Prov. 
10 :1-82. 

Wednesday—Morning, John 15:18-27; evening, 
Prov. 11:1-31. 

Thursday—Morning, 2 Cor. 18:11-14; evening, 
Prov. 12:1-28, 

Friday—Morning, 1 Peter 1-11; evening, Prov. 
18 31-25. 

Saturday—Morning, Rev. 1:1-20; evening, Prov. 
14 71-35. 


(Gunda Mohn-Tollefson.) 

The Savior did not design this world 
for the inheritance and portion of His 
saved. As He Himself has gone to heaven, 
so he assures all believers He goes to pre- 
pare a residence for them. Though Jesus 
was in the world, He was not of the world; 
and thus must His disciples be. The world, 
that is, all that is in the world, the lust of 
flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world, I John 2:16. It is the world that 
stands in our way to heaven and is the 
great impediment to our entrance there. 
Hence, the great battle for the Christian 
‘is to subdue the things of the world. Vic- 
tory is certain through faith in Christ 
Jesus. Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is 
the Son of God? v. 5. 

Who is this Jesus by faith in whom the 
Christian shall conquer? He brings His 
credentials with Him: 1. in the way by 
which He came, and 2. in the witness that 
attends His. This is He that came by 
water and blood, v. 6. He came to save us 
#~om our sins and to give us eternal life. 
and He came by water and blood as the 
means by which He would redeem us, For 
our cleansing from the pollution of sin in 
our nature we need spiritual water, the 
washing of regeneration and the renewing 
of the Holy Spirit. Except I wash thee, 
thou has no part in me. John 13:8. For 
our redemption from the guilt and con- 
demning power of sin upon our persons, by 
which we are separated from God, we must 
be purged by atoning blood. Without shed- 
ding of blood there shall be no remission. 
Heb. 9:22. 

2. In the witness that attends Him, the 
divine Spirit, to whom the perfecting of 
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God’s works are attributed. The Savior 
in His mission on earth was constantly 
supported by this Spirit, who attended Him, 
His gospel and servants. He shall glorify 
me and show it unto you. John 16:14. 

There are three that bear record in 
heaven and three that bear record on earth. © 
1. In heaven the first is the Father. He 
set his seal to the commission of Christ all 
the time He was on earth. Some special in- 
stances of this are: 1. when He proclaimed 
Him at His baptism, Matt. 3:17; 2. when 
He confirmed His character at the trans- 
figuration, Matt. 17:5; 3. When He accom- 
panied Him with miraculous power and 
works, John 10:37, 38; 4. when He 
avouched Him at His death, Matt. 27:54; 
5. when He raised Him from the dead and 
received Him in His glory, John 16:10. 

II. The second witness is the Word, a 
term designating the highest nature that 
belongs to the Savior, He bears witness 
to the human nature of Jesus Christ, 1. by 
the mighty works He wrought, my Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work, John 517; 2. 
In conferring a glory upon Him at trans- 
figuration, John 2:19. 

Ili. The third witness is the Holy Spirit. 
He testified concerning Jesus. 1. In His 
miraculous birth, Luke 1; 2: in the visible 
descent upon Him at His baptism, Luke 3; 
8. In the victory over the spirits of hell, 
Matt. 12:28; 4. in the descent upon the 
apostles, when He endowed them with the’ 
power to preach His gospel to the world. 

On earth there are already seen how the 
Holy Spirit in heaven testified to the au- ~ 
thenticity of Jesus. This same spirit con- 
tinues to testify on earth, though in a 
different manner. To Hin belong the 
powers of regeneration, conversion and 
sanctification of all the disciples of Jesus. 
He also extends to the church of God that 
grace by which-she is made meet for the 
inheritance of eternal life. 

2. The second witness is water. The 
testimony of John’s baptism, who bore wit- 
ness of Him, prepared a people for Him, 
Mark 1. Also the baptism that He has 
appointed for the initiation of His dis- 
ciples, in which He says, except I wash 
thee, thou hast no part in me. Not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience toward 
God, 1 Pet. 3:21. 

8. The third witness is the blood, which 
He shed, and which is our ransom. This 
testifies for Jesus, 1. in that it finished the 
sacrifices of the Old Testament; Christ, our 
Passover, was sacrificed for us; 2. in that 
it showed unparalleled love to God, in that 
He would die a sacrifice to His glory, in 
atoning for the sins of the world; 8. in that 
it showed unspeakable love to us; 4. in 
the institution of His supper, this is My 

(Continued on page 32) 


Methods and Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. 


= BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE 


Our JUNIOR NUMBER. 


This issue of the REVIEW is devoted en- 
tirely to Junior work. We trust it may 
awaken our Seniors to their responsibility 
in training the children, and that as a re- 
sult many Junior Leagues may be organ- 
ized. The Editress of this page stands 
ready to render any assistance in her 
power in any phase of the work. Call upon 
her. This page is your page also. Send 
in news of your Junior activities that 
others may know what you are doing; send 
in some of your plans, they may help 
others. 

May HInts. 


Spring is calling loudly these days. Take 
~ your Juniors Maying, and do not forget to 


send some of the flowers to the sick mem- _ 


bers. 

At your meetings have Roll Call an- 
swered by verses from the Bible concern- 
ing flowers. 

POSTERS. 


Butterflies cut from a roll of crepe paper 
pasted on a black card, lettered with gold 
ink, or a May basket cut from brown 
wrapping paper and filled in with flowers— 
violets, ete——cut from paper napkins, will 
attractively advertise your May meetings, 
if you print the notice of the meeting at 
the bottom of the card. In the same way 
an attractive Attendance Roll, on which 
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to mark the attendance, and a Birthday 
Roll for the birthdays can be made. 

May 2. See the Topic for a hint for a 
poster, 

May 9. Topic printed in blue letters at 
top, card decorated with bluebirds cut from 
crepe paper napkins. 

May 16. On a pink’or white card paste 
sprays of apple blossoms cut from wall- 
paper, or a roll of crepe paper. Add the 
subject of the Topic and the time of meet- 
ing at the bottom of the card. 

May 23. Two children hand in hand, cut 
from a magazine, and the verse printed 
below: “Where are we going? Why don’t 
you know? We’re going to Junior League! 
Won’t you go?” 

May 30. Memorial Day postcard in cen- 
ter of card, patriotic emblems surrounding 
it, title of topic, “Those Who Are Dead,” 
printed in red and blue letters. 

INVITATIONS 

Invitations made by cutting flowers 
from paper napkins and pasting them on 
cardboard, cutting them out, and writing 
the invitation on the back, are quite at- 
tractive. 

HAND WORK. 

Have the children make May baskets, 
fill them with flowers, and take to parents, 
friends, or the sick. The book, “Things 
to Make” (order through this office), will 
give patterns for these. 

HINTS FOR THE TOPICS. 

May 2. “Our Little Brown Friends”’— 
see Topic. 

May 9. “What We Are.” Tell the chil- 
dren again the story of Sin, the Garden 
of Eden, and the Forgiveness of Sin which 
comes through Jesus Christ. Make them 
realize that all, even children, are tempted 
and desire to do wrong, and urge a seek- 
ing after the things that will help them 
resist evil—prayer, Bible reading, attend- 
ance at Church, Sunday School and Junior 
Society. Emphasize the thought that, 
though sinful, all are God’s children, 

May 16. “What God Wants Us to Be.” 
Contrast this Topic with the preceding one. 
Have children name some of the qualities 
of a good character—piety, courage, love, 
kindliness, reverence, honesty, ete. Write 
these on the blackboard. Tell the children 
they can attain the standard of what God 
wants us to be if we try. Teach the 
verse, “Be ye perfect, even as your Father 
in Heaven is perfect.” Aim at a growth 
and development in Christian character. 
Use St. Paul’s simile of a race—“pressing 
forward to the mark of the high calling 


which is in Christ Jesus.” 


(Coninued on page 34) 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REY. A. T. MICHLER. 


May 2. 
The Value of Church Membership. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
Hebrews 10 :20-25. 

Parallel Passages—I1 Peter 3:9. I Cor. 1:9. 

Memory Passage—Matt. 10 :32—“‘Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me before man, him will 
I confess also before my father which is in 
heaven.” 

Lesson Developed—Some people have an idea 
it is of little or no value to be a church mem- 
‘ber, even going so far as to remark they are 
better than professing members. 

But this cannot be true. We are saved by 
our faith in Jesus Christ and not by any works 
we may do. It is very true, a good church mem- 
ber does works, but he does them not because 
he thinks their doing will help him to earn 
heaven, but because he cannot help but do good 
works when he has received so much good at 
God’s hands. 

We cannot be a citizen of God’s heavenly 
kingdom unless we are a member of his earthly 
kingdom, and that means be a church member. 

If we hope to gain eternal life we must have 
our name inscribed upon the records of some 
church. How else can we know we belong to 
God unless we join his army of followers? 

We should be within the protection of the 
church if we desire to live a clean and upright 
life. The strength which we derive from com- 
munion with God in worship and prayer is a 
never failing source of comfort and help. The 
really great and strong man must: have other 
help than that he can secure of his own. He 
must derive sustenance from the almighty God. 

There are purely personal and temporal rea- 
sons making church membership of value. It 
gives us pleasant acquaintances; it secures for 
us a degree of social prestige; it secures to us 
an honorable standing among the members of 
any community. It brings us real happiness in 
social intercourse and desirable friends. 

However these temporal blessings must not 
be made the chief value, for then church mem- 
bership is placed in a false position. As stated 
before church membership is necessary if we 
desire to gain immortal life. It is the associa- 
tion with a great and powerful king that must 
be held in all dignity and reverence. 

Suggestions—No doubt many Intermediates 
have just been confirmed. If they are still at- 
tending this League impress upon them the 
value of the blessings which has come to them 
and the sacredness of their vow. If the newly 
confirmed have been promoted to the Senior 
League endeayor to inspire the remaining mem- 
bers to enter the catechetical class and become 
full fledged members of the church. It is a 
duty and a privilege and a necessity if they 
desire to gain immortal life. ; 

May 9. 
The Call to Service in My Own Church. 


Romans 12 :1-13. 
. By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


Boys and girls in the Intermediate League 
often think they have no real part in the actual 
workings of the church. This is a mistake. 
The church looks upon the growing girl and 
boy as one of its greatest assets, and there 
comes a clear call to service. 

First, how car the Intermediate League help 
the church as an organization? It interests 
the younger people of the church, and holds 
them to the church. The Intermediate of to- 
day is the Senior of tomorrow, and the very 


first call to service is for each one to be found 
in his place in the society, doing his part there, 
faithful in attendance, taking his part in lead- 
ing the meetings, active in the social life, bring- 
ing in others. All this leads to active par- 
ticipation in the life and work of the congre- 
gation in a few years. 

Next, how can the League aid the pastor? 
This is another call to service. By faithful at- 
tendance at the church service, by bringing 
others, by visiting the sick, by participating in 
all the opportunities for wholesome recreation 
which the church affords, by conducting the 
business and social meetings in such a way that 
they are an encouragement to the pastor, by 
faithfully attending the catechetical class, and 
preparing for confirmation, the Intermediate 
Leaguer can answer the call to service in his 
own church. 

How can the Leaguer heed the call to service 
in the larger work of the church? Not only 
should our activities be confined to the League, 
but we must branch out and work for the 
chureh itself, and take our place there. The 
choir, the social activities of the congregation, 
special occasions, all are calls for the young 
people to serve. Entertainments for an edu- 
eative purpose can frequently be given. Then 
in the larger work of the church the Leaguer 
will learn the history of our church, her doc- 
trines and practices. This comes through a 
study of the Intermediate Topics. A knowledge 
of the larger work of the church, which means 
an intelligent comprehension of all her work- 
ings, her schools and colleges, her inner mission 
institutions, her home and foreign mission ac- 
tivities, her literature and publications, her 
summer schools and conferences, and all her 
general workings, will mean service in all these 
phases of our church’s life. - 

How can we aid missions? Here is another 
distinct call to service. When we have a mis- 
sionary topic, we can make it as attractive as 
possible. ‘Through maps, pictures and charts, 
costumes, the presenting of the cause by special 
speakers, the rendering of sketches and plays, 
the study of the lives of great missionaries, the 
singing of stirring missionary hymns, we can 
sue the missionary meetings an inspiration 
to all. \ 

Learn of the missionary activities of the 
church at home and abroad, and plan to help 
some of these causes in a definite way. . 

Most of all, consider the need of workers 
and missionaries, as you are deciding your life 
work, see whether the call for life service in 
the church, in the mission field, does not come 
to you. : 

Lastly, how can we aid financially? While 
it seems that Intermediates do not have much 
in the way of finances at their disposal, yet 
as individuals and as a society they can do 
much to support the various causes of the 
church. If the educational part of the League 
is well.done, if a spiritual vision has been 
caught, giving will follow. The Intermediate 
League can supplement the rest of the con- 
gregation in the special causes which come 
along, it can add its bit to the regular work of 
the church. This is a clear call to service. 

May 16. 
The City of God. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
Rey. 21 :1-7. 

Parallel Passages—Isa. 65:17-25. Isa. 35: 
5-10. John 14:2-8. II Cor. 5:17. 

Memory Passage—Rey. 22:14—“Blessed are 
they that do His commandments, that they may 
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have right to the tree of life and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.” 


Lesson Developed— 


“Jerusalem the Golden, 
Methinks each flower that grows, 
And every bird a singing, 
Of thee some secret knows! 
I know not what the flow’rs can feel, 
Or singing birds can see, 
But all these summer raptures, 
Are prophecies of thee!” 


The beloved disciple John is giving us a vivid 
account of his vision of the city of God; of 
its beauty and glory. We think our cities 
here on earth are beautiful, and they are, to 
our mortal eyes, but the city which is being 
made ready by God will eclipse anything we 
can imagine. 

The city will be most desirable, for there 
will be no sin or sorrow. In addition to its 
wonderful beauty, every one will be good and 
every one will be busy and happy. 

Here on earth we can go and come from one 
city to another as we please. Into this city 
of God there is but one way to enter and that 
is through “the straight and narrow way which 
leadeth to everlasting life.” That does not 
mean we must go around with a long face fear- 
ful least in smiling we ‘shall lose our immortal 
soul. Far from it. It does mean, however, 
that we must live a clean life, a pure life, a life 
of service to God and full of faith in the dear 
Redeemer and Him crucified, and in so doing 
we shall make ourselves a fit citizen for that 
new Jerusalem. 

To be a desirable and valued citizen of any 
city where we may reside should be our earn- 
est desire, and in these earthly cities, or com- 
munities—if we are so fortunate as to be living 
in God’s beautiful country—we remain but a 
few years at most, but this city of God is to 
continue for ever and ever. How much more 
desirable it is then, than the cities which shall 
pass away and how much more should we strive 
to earn a citizenship in it. 

Questions for Study—By what other names 
is the city of God called in the Bible? Which 
of the “Beautitudes’ hold a promise of this 
city? Which of Christ’s parables taught of the 
city of God? What New Testament characters, 
other than John, had a vision of the city of 


God? 
May 23. 
Peter’s Great Sermon and Its Results. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
Acts 2 :14-32. 
Pesce Passages—Joel 2:28-32. Acts 4:5- 


Memory Passages—Acts 2:38—‘Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.’ 

Lesson Developed—After the ascension of 
Jesus into heaven the eleven apostles and other 
disciples of Christ assembled themselves in 
Jerusalem to await the fulfillment of the Lord’s 
nromise, that He would send a comforter. 
And this promise was made good on Pentecost, 
which comes just fifty days after the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. It was about the third hour of 
the day, which corresponds to nine o’clock in 
the morning for us the disciples being gathered 
together, the Holy Spirit descended and rested 
upon the head of each believer present, appear- 
ing as cloven tongues of flame. 

Many strangers from distant lands were gath- 
ered in Jerusalem at the time, for the celebra- 
tion of the feast. 

The disciples were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak, and Peter, who was 
their natural leader, opened his mouth and 
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preached that wonderful sermon, a part of 
which is embodied in our Scripture lesson. 

His hearers were amazed at his profound 
wisdom, and at the astounding fact, that, re- 
gardless of their nationality, they could un- 
derstand the spoken words. 

All the results of this sermon of Peter’s can 
scarcely be named. The immediate result was 


“that many believed, three thousand being bap- 


tized. It marked the real birthday of the Chris- 
tian Church. The church grew rapidly in point 
of numbers from this day. Undoubtedly many 
who came from far away lands carried the 
message which they heard and an account of 
the wonderful events which they had witnessed 
to their homes and many believed and were 
brought to Christ. So the true results of Peter’s 
sermon are only known in heaven. 

Suggestions—Have a member prepare a pa- 
per or relate the history of Pentecost as ob- 
served by Jews. Have another member relate 
the promises of Jesus that he would send the 
Comforter. Have some one tell why Peter was 
the one apostle. who could and would preach 
such a sermon. What Old Testament prophe- 
sies were fulfilled on Pentecost? Emphasize the 
fact that all believers received the Holy Spirit. 
(Acts 2:1-4 and 14:21.) By what other name 
is Pentecost called? Where does this name 
come from? 

May 30. 


The Witnesses of Our Faith. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
John 5 :5-13. 
ie Passages—Psalms 72:12-14. Luke 


Memory Passages—Hph. 2:8—‘‘By grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God.” 

Lesson Developed—Our Scripture relates the 
story of the healing of a man who had suffered 
with an infirmity for thirty-eight years, when 
he was met with Christ and through faith in 
him was healed. Those who witnessed this dis- 
play of faith on the part of the lame man were 
very loath to give God the glory. In fact, they 
at once began to find fault, because the man was 
carrying his bed and it was the Sabbath day 
and this according to the Mosaic law (Hx. 
20:10; Neh. 18:19) was unlawful. But Christ 
had told the man to “Rise, take up thy bed and 
walk,” and by faith he was permitted to do so. 

We should not perform unnecessary work on 
God’s holy day, but if we can do good on that 
day we should never fail to do it, and not only 
on the Lord’s day but every day. 

It is just the same today as in the time of 
Christ. Those who witness any act which is 
done because of or according to the rules of 
our faith are looked upon by the unbeliever and 
skeptic as wrong doing. 

Our works done to the glory of God and not 
for our own glorification continually call forth 
condemnation from the worldly minded. 

Yet faith is necessary in order to gain eternal 
life. It is a free gift of God. We can do noth- 
ing whatever, so far as we are concerned, to 
obtain or merit eternal life, but accept Christ, 
believe in him—that is have faith. 

If we have this true faith then the good 
works will follow very naturally. “Waith with- 
out works is dead,’ we are told, so the living 
faith must produce works and the world will 
be the witnesses of our faith. 

Without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6) so we must know what true faith 
is. Faith is a matter of the heart as well as 
the head. We must have a knowledge of what 
Christ has done for us before we can accept 
him as our Savior. 

The lame man had the knowledge of Christ 
performing the miracle upon him, and he also 
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JUNIOR. 
May 2, 

Our Little Brown Friends. 
(Children of Africa.) 
(Missionary. ) 
3y Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 

(The missionary programs are based on the 
Junior Leader’s Graded Quarterly, which can 
be ordered from this office, 846 Drexel Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Pa., 15 cents. The Missionary 
topics for the Junior Leagues have been pre- 
pared under the auspices of the Literature Com- 
mittee of the Woman’s Missionary Society of 
the United Lutheran Church.) 

PROGRAM. 
1. Silent Prayer. 


Opening Song—‘From Greenland’s Icy 
Mountains.” : 
Topic—“Our Little Brown Friends” 


2 

3 
(Children of Africa). 

4. Scripture Lesson—Mark 9 :33-38. 

5. Have a member of the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society or the Senior League pre- 
sent a large map of Africa, showing the 
comparative size. (Junior Leader’s 
Quarterly, Third Grade.) “Making Mis- 
sions Real,” by Jay 8S. Stowell, can be 
secured from our Literature Headquar- 
ters, 844 Drexel Building, and will be 
found most helpful in this year’s work. 
Price 75 cents. 

6. Separate the grades. 

7. First Grade (6 to 7 years) will have the 
story told to them. (See Junior Leader’s 
Quarterly, First Grade, Lesson for May.) 

8. Impersonation and presentation to the 
Second Grade. (See Junior Leader’s 
Quarterly.) 

9. Third Grade. (a) Geography Drill on 
Muhlenberg Mission, Africa. (b) Muh- 
lenberg Mission School, (1) first pupils, 
(2) the houses from which the pupils 
came. (c) The surroundings. (d) The 
native religion, beliefs and education in 


Africa. (e) What our missionaries are 

teaching. (f) Glad tidings of answered 

prayers “This do in remembrance of 
e ” 


11. Prayer—by superintendent, followed by 
sentence prayers by Juniors. 

12. Superintendent tells of the work of the 
new Day Memorial Church. Tell briefly 
of the work of Dr. A. Day and Emma 
B. Day, his wife. 

13. Minutes of last meeting, read and ap- 
proved. Old business. New business. 

14. Roll Call. 

15. Song. 

16. Offering. 

17. Closing prayer—‘‘God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us, and cause His face to 
shine upon us.” 

HINTS. 

Poster—An effective poster to advertise this 
meeting can be made by using black cardboard, 
and putting on it scenes of Africa, and the no- 
tice of the meeting below. Or on a white card 
put green palm trees and brown African huts 
and put the Topic subject and the time of the 
meeting in brown letters. Small outline maps 
of Africa cut from black cardboard and invita- 
tion written in white ink make good invitations. 

Have the children make an African village 
at this meeting. Pattern for this can be ob- 
tained for 15 cents. : 

Some Needs—‘The boys and girls of Africa 
neéd churches and schools where they will be 
. taught, not only the story of Jesus Christ, but 
also how to work, how to build houses, and how 
to establish genuine Christian homes and a 
Christian civilization.” 

There are 543 distinct languages besides many 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


dialects in Africa. The Bible or portions of it 
has been printed in 100 African languages. 


May 9. 
What We Are (Spiritually). 
By Jane M. Truxal. ‘ 

Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
es all men, for that all have sinned. Rom, 

And you being dead in your sins hath He 
quickened together with Him. Col. 2:13. 

Scripture Readings—Romans 5:12; 8:10-13. 
Romans 6:4-5; 8-9. Bph. 2:1. 

Lesson Developed—When God made man and 
placed him in the Garden of Eden, He meant 
him to be happy and contented. But by and by 
Adam and Eve listened to the tempter, the Devil 
in the form of a serpent, and disobeyed God . 
and sinned, and so God drove them out of the 
Garden, and told them that from that time: on 
they should have to earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brows, and that they should die, 
and because of their sin, all their children who 
should come after them should die. 

Now, when God created man He made him 
in His own image, and He loved him, and was 
much grieved and disappointed when Adam and 
Eve sinned, and because He could not bear to 
think of all Adam’s children through all the 
ages being lost, He planned a way of salvation 
for all men; He planned to send His own Son 
to redeem them by His death . 

Because our father Adam sinned, death came 
upon us and upon all men, for we inherited his 
nature, and we all sin. But as by one man 


'eame sin and death, so also by one man came 


life everlasting. That man is our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who died on the Cross 
that we might have our sins forgiven and live, 
for Jesus says, ‘““He that believeth on Him that 
sent Me hath everlasting life.” 

Paul says if we live after the flesh we shall 
die. He meant that if we just live as the world 
lives, and do not love Christ, we shall die spir- 
itually, but he says, “You hath He quickened 
who were dead in trespasses and sin.” As long 
as people go on sinning they are dead spirit- 
ually, but God, who is rich in mercy for His 
great love, even when we were dead in tres- 
passes and sin, has made us, who were dead 
spiritually, to live again in Christ, and says we 
shall sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, if we believe on Him, and repent and 
obey His Commandments. ; 

Lesson Taught—How wonderful was the love 
of God that would plan a way of salvation for 
us when we deserved death because of our sins. 
But if, as He says, we put on Christ, we are 
new creatures. He has not saved us because 
of any good works we have done, but because of 
his mercy. He washed away our sins in Bap- 
tism and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He 
i: on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 

ord. 

“Wor God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 


life.” 
May 16. 
What God Wants Us to Be. \ 
By Jane M. Truxal. ) 
Memory Text—Be ye, therefore, followers of 
God, as dear children, and walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us. Eph. 5:1-2, — 
Scripture Readings—Eph. 6:10-11. John 
14:23. Ps. 34:14, Prov. 9:6. Matt. 12:35... 
The first thing God wants us to be is a be- 
liever. He says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be saved.” We must first be Chris- 
tians. We must believe that Jesus is our 
Saviour who came down from heaven to save 
us, and must love Him because he first loved us. 
Then He wants us to follow Him, as we rea 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


in our memory text. He wants us to follow 
in His footsteps. The Lord Jesus always went 
about doing good, and so we Juniors can do 
good, too. Jesus says: “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth good 
things” ; and so boys and girls whose hearts are 
filled with the love of Jesus can do good things 
—do kind deeds for others, speak kind and lov- 
ing words to those about us, visit the sick and 
old people, run errands cheerfully, carry a bit 
of cheer to those who are sick or unhappy, help 
the pastor in his work in the church, be faith- 
ful in attendance at the church services, join 
heartily in the singing and in the prayers, and 
in many other ways help to do the great work 
that is to be done in the Kingdom of Christ. 
Juniors can first live so that others will know 
that they are Christians—that they love Jesus, 
and they can speak a word for Jesus wherever 
they go. They can help send the Gospel to for- 
eign lands, by giving their money and by talk- 
ing missions to other people and so influence 
others to go to work for the Master. He would 
have us walk worthy of God who has called us 
into His Kingdom of Glory. 

Then He wants us to be learners. He says, 
“Search the Scriptures and learn of Me.’ We 
should read and study the Bible every day, so 
that we may know His will, and so that we 
can be like Him. 

Then, too, He wants us to be brave and 
courageous, not afraid to speak of Christ and 
His love, not afraid to ask our companions and 
friends and playmates if they love Jesus, and, 
if they don’t, to try to bring them to Him. He 
says, ‘“Be strong in the Lord.” Then, too, He 
wants us to be brave enough to resist tempta- 
tion. When others want us to do that which 
we know Jesus does not like, to be brave enough 
to say that we cannot disobey God. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to stand. Be soldiers of the Cross, as brave, 
and courageous, as the boys who went ‘over 
there” to help win the great World War. 

The Lord wants us to remain steadfast in 
our faith in Him. The Bible says, “Little 
children, abide in Him, that when He shall ap- 
pear we may have confidence and be not 
ashamed before Him at His coming.” 

God wants us to be like Jesus, and if we 
love Him and obey His commandments, “we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.’ He wants us to be loving and forgiving. 
Jesus forgave His enemies who nailed Him to 
the Cross. If anyone wrongs us we must not 
be angry and spiteful, but must forgive him and 
try to be friends with him, if we would be like 
Jesus. | 

“Tf a man love me he will keep my words, 
and my Father will love him, and We will come 
unto him and make our abode with him,” are 
the words of Jesus. Just think, boys and girls, 
how happy we are when some friend whom we 
love very much comes to visit us for a little 
while. But this friend will come to stay with 
us all the time if we love Him and each other. 
“Little children, love one another.” 


May 23. 
God’s Promises Fulfilled. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


' _ Scripture Readings—Promises: Joel 2 :28-29. 

John 14:16-17. John 14:26. John 15:26, 
John 16:7. Acts 1:5, 

Promises fulfilled: Acts 2:1-8. 

Memory Text—But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you. John 14:26. 

Lesson Developed—Jesus knew when He was 
on earth that He was going to be put to death, 
and that His Disciples would be very lonely and 
sad after He was gone from them. Besides He 
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knew that the Disciples were not able of them- 
selves to understand and remember all the 
things He had been teaching them, and so He 
told that that another Comforter would be sent, 
who should bring all things to their remem- 
brance and teach them all things; one who 
would never leave them, but would abide with 
them forever. This Comforter was to come 
from the Father, and it was necessary that 
Jesus would leave them, for if He had not the 
Comforter could not have come. He said that 
John the Baptist had baptized with water, but 
they would soon be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. 

After Jesus had been crucified and had risen 
from the dead and ascended into Heaven, the 
Apostles met together in Jerusalem from time 
to time to pray and worship the Lord, and when 
the Day of Pentecost had come, which was fifty 
days after Jesus’ Resurrection, they were all in 
one place. And suddenly there came a sound 
from Heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and began to speak in other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. 

And when the people who were in the city 
heard about this wonderful thing which had 
hannened, they crowded there to see the. Apos- 
tles, and they were astonished and amazed, for 
men of all nations heard the Apostles speak in 
their own language, and some thought that they 
were drunk, but Peter spoke to them and told 
them that the prophecy of the Prophet Joel 
had that day been fulfilled, and that God had 
sent His Holy Spirit upon them, and that if 
they would repent and be baptized they, too, 
should receive the Holy Ghost. . 

Lesson Taught—Sometimes we have to give 
up some cherished thing in order that we can 
have something else, which is better for us. 
So it was better for the Disciples, and for the 
whole Christian Church through all the ages, 
that Jesus left them, for He sent the Holy 
Ghost to them, and the work of the Holy Ghost 
ever since has been to call, gather, enlighten 
and sanctify the whole Christian Church on 
earth. None of us would be Christians today 
if Jesus had not sent the Comforter, for we 
could not of ourselves believe on and love the 
Lord our Saviour, for He helps and teaches us 
when we obey His voice speaking in our hearts. 

Let songs of praises fill the sky 
Christ, our ascended Lord 
Sends down His Spirit from on High, 
According to His Word. 
All Hail the Day of Pentecost, 
The Coming of the Holy Ghost. 
May 30. 
Those Who Are Dead. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 

Memory Texts—Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His Saints. Ps. 116:15. 
Ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the 
princes. Ps. 82:7, 

Scripture Readings—Jeremiah 9:24. Romans 
14:7. Ps. 87:27. 2 Sam. 14:14. Eccles. 4:2. 

This is Memorial Day. On this day we re- 
member reverently and gratefully the soldiers 
who fought so valiantly in the great wars in 
which our country has been engaged, in order 
that we might all enjoy peace and liberty in 
our beloved United States. How we as a na- 
tion have loved to strew the graves of our 
soldier dead with flowers, to show to the world 
that they are not forgotten. How we erect 
monuments of marble, wood and stone in honor 
of our heroes and other great men of our land 
who have died—monuments to soldiers, states- 
men, inventors, explorers, philanthropists, art- 
ists, men of letters, and others. 
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We want to keep green the memory of those 
who made it possible for us to live here in hap- 
piness and peace, those who fought for the 
independence of our own beloved country, those 
who fought in the great Civil War, the heroes 
of the Spanish-American War, and our own 
brave “boys” who went across the sea to help 
make the world safe for Democracy in the re- 
cent great World War. How can we ever for- 
get these, or who would want to forget them 
and the causes for which they fought so nobly? 

Then shall we not revere and keep green the 
memory of our three noble martyred Presidents, 
Lincoln, Garfield’ and McKinley, at this time? 
As each Memorial Day comes we remember 
again these men and their high ideals. As long 
as the United States shall stand Lincoln and 
His Memorial Address at Gettysburg shall be 
remembered. 

But if we remember those who died to save 
our country, how much more should we remem- 
ber and revere the memory of those who died 
for the cause of Christ and His Church. The 
apostles themselves died that the Gospel might 
live and spread through all the world; the 
martyrs of all the ages; the reformers, Huss, 
Savonarola, Wickliffe and others are worthy 
of remembrance. And Martin Luther, the 
greatest hero the world has ever seen. He did 
not go into battle as a soldier, but he was as 
brave as those who faced. the guns and swords. 
He was not afraid to stand for the truth before 
nobles, princes, kings and emperors, and his 
ringing words, “Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise; God help me,” shall sound through 
all the ages, as long as the world shall stand. 
Surely no Protestant Christian, and especially 
no Lutheran can ever forget Luther and those 
memorable words. It is to his great courage 
and loyalty that we as a church owe our life; 
so we must revere his memory. 

Then there have been many Church fathers 
in our own land whose memory we should 
revere—Muhlenberg, who laid the foundations 
of our Lutheran Church in this country, should 
never be forgotten, and one whose memory is 
very precious to us is Dr. William A. Passa- 
vant, whose monuments are the institutions of 
mercy he founded—Hospitals, Orphans’ Homes, 
Deaconess Home, Homes for the Aged, Hpilep- 
tics’ Home, and many others, throughout this 
land. He was one of those of whom it is said, 
“For none of us liveth to himself, and no man 
dieth to himself.” He gave his life for the 
cause of Christ. 

Lesson Taught—Let us as Junior Luther 
Leaguers, study the lives of our great men of 
our nation and of our Church. Let us ‘mark 
the perfect man and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is peace,’ and let us try to 
live so that the world shall be better because 
we lived -in it. 


—s— 
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blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for many, for the remission of sins, Matt. 
26:28, 

The testimonies of these witnesses in 
heaven and in earth constitute the witness 
of God, which He has testified of His Son. 
If we receive the witness of men—which 
we do—should we not accept the witness of 
God, which is greater? God, who cannot 
lie, has given sufficient assurance that Jesus 
Christ is His Son, who shall recover the 
world unto Himself. And, furthermore, 
He has proven the truth of the Christian 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


religion and that it is the only means by 
which we may attain salvation. | 

He that believeth on the Son of God, 
hath the witness in himself, v; 10. He 
knows not only from outward evidence, but 
because of the testimony in his heart that 
he needs a Savior. He has seen his own 
sin. He has felt the power of the doctrine 
of Christ. He sees God’s great love in the 
revelation of His Son. He has a new 
heart and nature, is born of God by the 
truth of Christ, v. 1. He finds that he 
must continually fight sin and that, through 
faith in Christ, he can overcome the world. 
He is begotten again to a lively hope, to a 
pleasant victory over everything that would 
hinder his salvation. The gospel believer 
has a witness in himself. On the other 
hand, he that does not believe God, has 
made Him a liar, because he does not be- 
lieve the record God gave of His Son; 
either he believes God did not send His 
Son to earth—contrary to the manifold evi- 
dence, or that Jesus was not the Son of 
God, when all the evidence relates to Him. 

This is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son, v. 11. This is the sum of the whole 
record given us by all the six witnesses. 1. 
God hag given us eternal life, He has given 
us all the means necessary to bring us to it 
and by his covenant He has conferred upon” 
all who believe on His Son the title thereto. 
2. This life is in His Son. He is eternal 
life in His own person, I John 1:2. But he 
that hath not the Son of God, hath not 
life, v. 12. Such an one continues under 
the condemnation of the law, John 3:36. 

The apostle concludes this part of his 
discourse by giving his reason for preach- 
ing this to believers, 1. For their comfort, 
that you may know that you have eternal 
life, v. 18. 2. For their progress in their - 
faith, that they may persevere, until vic- 
tory is attained. 

“Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son 
of God?” 5 
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LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
(Continued from page 29) 


had faith in Christ because he obeyed the com- 
mand, he could, therefore, accept Christ as his 
savior and redeemer. 

In Mark 16:15 Christ gives His command 
to the disciples, and in obeying this command 
which is just as applicable to us as to those 
other disciples to whom it was addressed, we 
are witnesses of our own faith and the world at 
large are witnesses also, for they see and know 
we are following the command of the one. we 
hail as king. 

Suggestions—Give examples in both sacred 
and secular history of characters whose faith 
had many witnesses. [Especially cite examples 
in Luther’s life and the result of his display 
of faith. Draw a patriotic lesson from the 
subject for the edification of Young America. 


HINTS FOR SOCIAL MEETINGS 


HINTS FOR YOUR SOCIAL 

MEETINGS 
(Continued from page 15) 
model meeting, with some live theme at- 
tractively presented. “Methods and Hints 
For Junior Leaders” may be next repre- 
sented by the Juniors in a short program 
of songs, exercises and recitations. One 
of the articles in a recent issue may be 
presented by a good reader. “Hints For 
Your Social Meeting” is represented by 
the Social Committee, who at this point 
take charge, -of,affairs, introducing some 
games, and serving refreshments, During 
the everiing subscriptions to the REVIEW 
may’ be ‘taken, and each one is presented 
with a copy. The decorations may be crepe 
paper ers - ‘in the Luther League 
colors. 


parse LIVELY’ *GAMES TO PLAY WITH THE 
. “ JUNIORS. * 1%) 

a SS With Clothespins. Two sides 
face each other. A basket which contains 
twelve clothespins is at the head of each 
line. Hach player must hold the next play- 
er’s left hand; thus every one’s right hand 
is free for passing. The pins are passed 
down the line one at a time. If one is 
dropped, the one who dropped it must pick 
it up, and pass it on. When the last player 
gets the pin he puts it on the floor until the 
twelve are there. Then he starts them. 
hack the same way. The side which finishes 
first is the winner.—(From “Indoor Games 
for Boys,” Baker.) 

Feather Volley Ball. The players sit 
around a table, divided into two sides. A 
little feather is tossed onto the air in the 
middle. The players of each side should 
have as their aim to blow the feather so 
that it will rest in the other camp, and not 
let it settle in their own. Players must 
not. leave their seats. (Adapted from 
“Home Games.”’) 

The Stray Sheep. The players stand in 
a circle, and one walks around the outside 
and asks some one, “Havé you seen my 
sheep?” The one asked, says, “How was he 
dressed?” The questioner describes the way 
some one in the circle is dressed, and if the 
one questioned names the right player, the 
one named must run around the outside of 
the circle, chased by the one who guessed. 
He runs to his own place. If caught he 
takes the place of the questioner. (Adapted 
from “Games,” Bancroft.) 

ae ae 

One of the surest ways to get your Jun- 
iors to the Junior meeting is to give as 
many as possible something to do in that 
meeting. “Are you going to Junior 
League today?” asked one Junior of an- 
other. “Am I going? Why, I’m in it. I’ve 
a piece to speak,” was the reply. Get as 
many ‘as possible into the meeting! 
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JUNIOR TOPICS FOR 1920 
(June-December Inclusive) 
JUNE. 
6. India’s Little People. (Missionary) 
13. A Great Leader. (Moses). 
20. Do We Think Of Our Parents? 


27. Using Our Spare Time. 
JULY. 
4. Everybody’s Big Sister (Deaconess) 


(Missionary). 

11. The Nations Belong to God. 

18. How to Be Happy. 

. The Faith of a Great Man (Abraham). 
AUGUST. 

1. Our Own Folks (Missionary). 

8. How We Treat Our Playmates. 

15. A Great Warrior (David). 

22. God Protects Us. 

29. What the Heavens Teach Us. 
SEPTEMBER. 


5. Our Guests From Abroad (Mission- 
ary). 

12. A Great Preacher (Paul). 

19. God Helps Us To Find Our Life Work. 


26. Hymns We Ought to Know. 


OCTOBER. 
8. Little Lutherans in the Old World 
(Missionary). 


10. What We See and Hear. 
17. The Lost Boy (Prodigal Son). 
24. Our Beautiful Church Service (Chief 
Service). 
31. The Bible Is Free (Reformation). 
NOVEMBER. 
7. Our Representatives (Missionary). 
14. Watch The False Prophet. 
21. Number Your Blessings 
ing). 
28. Can We Be Depended on? 
DECEMBER. 
5. Our Lonely Ones (Missionary). 
12. What Others Think of Us. 
19. The Heavenly Song and Its Cause 
(Christmas). 
. Forgetting and Remembering. 


(Thanksgiv- 


—&— 
THE DISTRICT’S DUTY TOWARD 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior of today will be the Senior 
of tomorrow. It is quite important, there- 
fore, that there be an active and well 
equipped Junior League in every congre- 
gation. Each District should stand ready 
to help the local Church in this work, and 
should prepare plans as an aid in the or- 
ganization and management of Junior 
Leagues. Junior work should be present- 
ed at the District conventions, rallies held 
for the Juniors themselves, a live Junior 
Committee appointed in every District, and 
some provision made for aggressive exten- 
sion work among the children. A training 
class for Junior Superintendents facilitates 
the problem of Junior work. 
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METHODS AND HINTS 
(Continued from page 27) 

May 23. “God’s Promise Fulfilled.” Tell 
the story of Whitsunday.. Show how this 
as well as other of God’s promises given 
long before were fulfilled. Emphasize the 
preaching and ingathering of souls on that 
day, and add the missionary thought that 
so we too should go out and bear witness 
to the Gospel; that children can do this. 
(Suggest bringing others to Church and 
Sunday School.) 

May 30. “Those Who Are Dead.” Draw 
lessons of patriotism for our country, and 
to the Church from this Topic. Use Me- 
morial Day and the country’s wars, espe- 
cially the great World War, as a point of 
contact. Have the children tell stories of 
the great heroes of our country, Washing- 
ton, Lincoln, and great generals; tell 
stories of the saints and early martyrs 
of the Church who died for the Church; 
and tell of the Soldiers of the Prince who 
labored and died at home and abroad to 
plant the Church and spread the Gospel, 
men like Muhlenberg, Livingstone, William 
Carey. Show how the influence of these 
men still lives, and tell the story of Luther 
from this standpoint. Hold up the exam- 
ple of these heroes of the Church as one 
to be emulated, show how honoring their 
memory alone means little, if their exam- 
ple and good works is not followed. 
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PLANS TO DISCUSS 

(Continued from page 14) 
band. She was much discouraged. No, 
she didn’t use the topics. No, she never 
knew just where to find material for the 
lessons. The Juniors were studying a book 
of Bible stories. Yes, it was the same book 
of stories they were using five years ago. 
Splendid. idea, studying Bible stories, but 
some of those boys and girls heard those 
same stories over and over again for five 
or more years. 

That brings us to our last plan, a plan 
to use the topics and material prepared. 
Never have we had so much splendid liter- 
ature, so many practical helps as today. 
Why not use them. Time, thought and 
prayer are bound up in this material; we 
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lose a very great deal by not applying it. 

Plans and methods, reviewed and dis- 
cussed, dusted and aired once a\year will 
all fail as long as. we walk with heads 
down, seeing the rocks of selfishness and 
the dust of impatience. We are unfitted 
for our work if we allow the ruts of care- 
lessness and the mudholes of discourage- 
ment to impede our progress. Let us catch 
a vision of service at Fort Wayne, a vision 
of the blue skies of His love and constant 
companionship, a vision of great things in 
store for those who travel along with a 
word of cheer and an unending faith in the 
Master-workman. 

(Mrs. Fry will conduct the Junior con- 
ference at the Fort Wayne Convention.— 
Editor.) 

OUR JUNIORS 
(Continued from page 16) 
works of God, and simple features of the 
problems of life. 

The best kindergarten is godly parents in 
a Christian home. It is the training that 
Timothy received that is needed today. We 
note: 

1. A practical method of teaching the 
little ones God’s Word and equipping them 
thoroughly in Christian and Evangelical 
faith. 

2. A teacher, who has not forgotten his 
or her own childhood, who is in thorough 
sympathy with the work, and gives no un- 
certain sound in regard to the Bible; for 
scholars quickly catch the spirit of their 
teacher. 

3. Recognize childhood as furnishing the 
best time to train one in the Bible, Moody 
says: “Verses and lessons learned in early 
years are seldom erased from the memory.” 

4. It recognizes that the child-nature is 
imitative, plastic, imaginative, and it aims 
to use these in developing a Christ-like 
character. . 

5. The necessity of cooperation Biiteen 
pastor and teacher to prevent harm com- 
ing to the child, and for aid in solving spir- 
itual difficulties. It ought to be a supple- 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal,  His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Hach quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 
-$2.50 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. 

75 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter.. .75 


One copy 1 year........25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 


These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 
Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can easily be 
secured, as will be noted below: 


The Course 


Life of Luther, Dr. Wm. Rein; The Truth of the Apostles’ 
Creed; Lutheran Manual; History of the Reformation, Peters; 
Praying and Working Schoenberg Cotta Family, or choice of 
Friar of Wittenberg, Sinight in Grey, or Blind Girl of Witten- 


berg. 

The first five books and one of the last four will be sent by 
express or parcel post prepaid for $4.00. Or we will give 
these six books as a premium on receipt of $12.50 for 25 
new subscriptions to the LurHpk Lmacun REVIEW. 


Supplemental! Reading Course 


Life of Luther, Wackernagel, $1.50; Life of Melanchthon, 
Stump, $1.25; Reformation Dawn, Painter, 50 cents; Ecclesia 
Lutherana, Seiss, $1.00; Katherine Von Bora, Endelich, $1.00; 
Gustavus Adolphus, Monroe, 50 cents; The Explanation of the 
Common_ Service, cents; Way of Salvation, Gerberding, 
$1.00; Hlements of Religion, Jacobs, $1.25; Lutheran Foreign 
Missions, Lauray, $1.25; Sacred Meditations, Gerhard, $1.00. 

We will send any of these books postpaid on receipt of price 
quoted, or on receipt of $5.00 for 10 new subscriptions to the 
Lutapr Leacur Revinw will send any choice of $2.00 worth 
of books as a premium. 


Junior Course 


Martin of Mansfield, Seebach; Lutheran Landmarks, Finck; 
The Schoolmaster and Son, Caspar, 

These three valuable books for the Juniors will be sent post- 
paid on receipt of $2.00. 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Larheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
b People’ 8s Societies 


Contains 250 a selected hymns set to pant singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The Hymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 


vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 

hymns and tunes are among the best to be had 

Bound in Cloth, with music, postpaid 60 cents — 
ant | “words only 20 cents 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, 
846 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MENEELY 
BELL CQ. 


TR oy. A NYS 
198 BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


BELLS 


~ 


365 


THE PRIZE WINNER, 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
SIANGS® 


Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano, Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and book of suggestion. 

CHARLES M. STIEFF, 


315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, MD. 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 
+ Classical: Latin and Greek. 
Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Political Selence. 
Selentific: Chemistry and Physics. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 
Commerce and Finance. 
Civil Engineering. 
Munieipal Engineering. 
H, Mechanical Engineering. 

Electrical Engineering. 

The only ine College offering any of the last five courses. 

GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 

ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-te- 
date building. Annual total cost to student §28@ to $320. 

The course in Military Science and Tactics is optional and 
a free of charge to students of both the College and the 

cadomy. 

Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 

President WILLIAM A. GRANVILLE, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penns. 
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Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Opens on the second Thursday in September im 
new and modern buildings. 


It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 


The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and _ construction. 
Prof.. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 


Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with allf 
modern conveniences, 
The Academy—four years’ 


The. College of Liberal 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. B. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms, 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation. 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
OR . 
Registrar _—- Selinsgrove, Penn. 


preparatory course. 
Arts—leading to 
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Does Every Member of Your League 
Show His Colors? If not, why not? 
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We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


Crase Pin, Stick Pin,'or Button, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


. Gilt. . . J's gts <cntBlte © Feiss $ .35 
Rolled Plate. .4....%s'i0. span 60 
. Solid. Gold)..623. 3... re 1.10 
Coat CHAINS, with emblem on 

Rolled, Gold Plate... ...5. a8 $1.00 


10-karat Rolled: Plate. .:. ..) Qeeae 2.50 


; 


WatcH Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of i 
Rolled:.Gold : Plate... os... ..c% se -. $1.00 
1o-karat Rolled Plate. << iaeueae SROs. 


Stcnet Rrnc, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
COlOLS. bliss «sda os oars ial oe $6.00 
Maltese Cross 
Warcu Cuarms, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
COlOfS «400s « Sides dessa oe $5.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE | 

S. E. COR. 9TH AND SAMSON STREETS 

PHILADELPHIA _ A 


159 N. State St., Chicago 212 Ninth St., Pittsburgh aye 
Columbia, S. C. _ * 150 Nassau St, New York oe 
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TO FORT WAYNE a 


COME ON! 
YOU 
LUTHER LEAGUERS! 


Let’s have a real Luther 
League Convention this 
year. 


Help celebrate the 25th 
Anniversary of the 

LUTHER LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA 


j 1 shed if onthly by Luruer Leacue Review, 318 W. 39th Street, New York City. 
tere as ; Second: eae nese Acapst 9, 1900, at Post Office, New York, N, Y., under Act of March 3, 1874 
‘Subscription Price, bo cents per year, 
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PoRT WAYNE 
WELCOMES 


Bronze equestrian statue of Major General Anthony Wayne, 
erected by the City of Fort Wayne. 
George E. (aniere, sculptor 
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Review 


Fort Wayne, the Most Human City in 
America 


BY PAUL C. GUILD, 


Chairman Publicity Bureau, Fort Wayne Chamber of Commerce, assisted by Elmer Baade, of 
the Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette. 


O any city conventions come and go. 
Also, to any city comes either 
praise or criticism, depending en- 

tirely upon its “host personality.” I say 
personality because I believe every wide- 
awake city has a personality just as sure- 
ly as does the young man or woman of to- 
day. 

Fort Wayne, situated in northeastern 
Indiana in the heart of one of the great- 
est agricultural and manufacturing: dis- 
tricts of the country, has as nearly a hu- 
man personality as any city in the country. 
At the close of a recent State Realtors’ con- 
vention in Fort Wayne an Indianapolis 
man of quite some repute remarked, “You 
know Fort Wayne is, I believe, the most 
human city in America.” 

This sort of farewell is the one thing 
we pride ourselves on most. Show me a 
convention in Fort Wayne and I’ll show you 
a smiling, delighted throng leaving with 
the best of feeling. 

It would be most trite and commonplace 
for me to take up a great deal of space in 
giving you the wonderful story of Tecum- 
seh, Little Turtle, General Anthony Wayne 
and the score of other Indians and Ameri- 
cans who made the grounds upon which 
the city now stands so historic. We have 
been hearing and reading of them ever 
since the eighth grade. 

With the view of taking each of you to 
these spots of national interest when you 
arrive we are only going to give you at 
this time a few views and facts about our 
city. Until we see you we will be working 
“right smart” in order that you may be 
well pleased with us upon your return 
home. 

Fort WAyNE, INDIANA, U. S. A. 


Fort Wayne is located in the northeastern 
part of the Hoosier State, at the historical point 


where the confluence of the St. Mary’s and St. 
Joseph’s rivers forms the Maumee River; at the 
geographical center of manufacturing indus- 
tries in the United States, and in the very heart 
of the richest agricultural section of the Central 


States. Central and convenient to the world’s 
largest markets for both raw and_ finished 
products. 
POPULATION. 
City and immediate suburbs. ..1919 90,000 
City population U. 8S. Census. .1910 63,933 
1890 35,393 
1880 26,880 
1870 17,718 
1860 10,388 
1850 4,282 
County population U. S. Census.1910 93,386 


State population U. S., Census.1910 2,700, 876 
CLIMATE, ALTITUDE AND HEALTH. 

Average mean temperature 50.2 degrees. 
Average annual rainfall 36.56 inches. Free 
from swamps and low lands, 766.3 feet above 
sea level and 195.3 feet above Lake Brie. 
Health conditions excellent; sanitation laws are 
strict and enforced. 

STREET RAILWAY, 

Modern electric system, which renders excel- 
lent service. A five cent fare with free transfer 
system. 

STREETS, ROADS AND DRAINAGE. 

All principal streets are well paved. Sheet 
asphalt, brick, asphaltic concrete, tarvia, wood 
block, reinforced concrete and other improved 
types are used; 1,927,482 square yards, or near- 
ly 110 miles of pavement in the city. Many 
miles of business and residental districts are 
efficiently and ornamentally lighted. Quite ex- 
ceptional advancement has been made in mod- 
ern lighting in Fort Wayne. 

Allen County has 5144 miles of improved 
highways and 380 miles additional now under 
construction. 

Over 129 miles of modern sewers afford ex- 
cellent drainage. 

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 

Educational facilities are far advanced. All 
school buildings are modern in every respect. 
Sixteen grade schools, one open air school, one 
normal school, one vocational school and the 


“High School comprise the public school sys- 


tem, total valuation $1,754,400. Manual train- 


It has at the present time an enrollment 
of 2,000 students and is classed as one of 
the best institutions of its kind in the 
country. It has an excellent military 
training course and is rated as a second 
class school in this respect. 

A short time ago a project was launched 
to install a new $200,000 laboratory for the 
study of physics and chemistry, and this 
proposition will soon be made a reality. 
The school was organized in Missouri in 
1839 and established in Fort Wayne in 
1861. Prof. Martin L.. Luecke is the di- 
rector at the present time. 

The Bible Training School is another ex- 
cellent church institution. This school is 
non-sectarian and numbers among its stu- 
dents, both male and female, representa- 
tives from every sect. It has sent more 
missionaries into foreign fields than any 
other institution of its kind in this terri- 
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tory. The Academy of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart, the Central Catholic High 
School, and the St. Augustine Academy are 
Catholic institutions, all of them having 
excellent curriculums. 

In addition to numerous private church 
charities, a United Charities is maintained 
by the various congregations. In the hands 
of a secretary with a board of directors 
comprised of members from the various 
congregations, this organization has been 
found to be a most efficient one. 

Prominent among church organizations 
are the Y. M. C. A. and the: YeooWeee..n, 
Both of these organizations are housed in 
the most modern and beautiful buildings 
obtainable, and with a staff of efficient sec- 
retaries for the several departments have 
thoroughly solved the problems confront- 
ing the young men and young women of 
this community. 


LIST OF HOTELS FOR THE FORT 
WAYNE CONVENTION 
HOTEL ANTHONY (Conventiecn Head- 
quarters)—Harrison and W. Berry Sts. 


Room:and “bathe. Sih... ee $3.00 and up 
Room without bath.......... $2.00 and up 
Breakfast a la Carte 

Luncheon “Paste sos oe cee tw. eee 75¢ 


Dinner 


BALTES (across street from Convention 
Headquarters)—Harrison and W. Berry 


Sts. 
Doubletroomvandsbath: ...<. «-tieceisss $3.50 
Two “beds: HWWLOOM «6 s:<0 ste ae $3.00 per bed 
Single*room “and?ibath® . .%..<..saementen $2.00 
Double without bath ........ $2.00 and up 
Single without bath ........ $1.00 and up 


European Plan. 

WAYNE—W. Columbia, near Calhoun. 
Double room. 34)... $2.00 and up per bed 
Two. beds" in ‘TOOM.., scr $2.50 per room 
Singlervroom) \ > ss. soe geaie ene $1.50 and up 
European Plan. 


CENTLIVER—W. Baker St., opposite 
Pennsylvania Depot. 

Double room with bath...... $4.50 and up 

Single room with bath....... $2.50 and up 


Double room without bath. .$2.00 and up 
Single room without bath...$1.25 and up 
European Plan. 


RANDALL—Harrison and Columbia Ave. 
‘Double room with bath...... $3.50 and up 
Single room with bath...... $2.00 and up 
Double room without bath....$1.50 and up 
Single room without bath....$1.00 and up 
No meals served. 

Entertainment will also be offered on 
the Harvard plan (lodging and breakfast) 
by some of the local people, at one dollar 
per day. Luncheon and dinner will be 
served in the Church banquet room at nom- 
inal prices, 


The Last Call 


BY HARRY HODGES. 
HOSE of us who travel are not unfa- - 
miliar with the call: “The first call 
for dinner.” So familiar is it, that 
some of us pay no attention to it, if, at the 
moment, we are engaged in some pursuit, 
and we straightway forget it. 

But after a time there sounds another 
call: “The last call for dinner,” and none of 
us disregard it. Laid aside immediately is 
the thing which engages our attention, we . 
rush to the washroom to clean up a bit, and 
wend our way directly to the diner. We 
know that it is the last warning, and that to 
disregard it means—no dinner. 

In a former issue of the LUTHER LEAGUE 
REVIEW, the first call for the convention of 
the Luther League of America was sound- 
ed. Probably you paid little attention to it, 
knowing there would be another, and then— 
you forgot it. 

But now, THE LAST CALL is sounding. 
All things are ready, Fort Wayne, the pro- 
gram, the speakers. Are you? Have you 
arranged your vacation to include July 13, 
14 and 15? Have you made your reserva- 
tions at the Hotel Anthony, the convention 
headquarters, or the Baltes, or the Wayne, 
or the Centliver, or the Randall, or have 
you written to the Rev. H. C. Hadley asking 
him to make reservations for you in a pri- 
vate home? 

This is THE LAST CALL; hustle up, or 
you will lose the pleasure, profit and inspira- 
tion of the twenty-fifth anniversary con- 
vention of the Luther League of America. 

—L— 

“Politeness appears to have been invent- 
ed to enable people who would naturally 
fall out, to live together in peace.” 
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Luther League 


®f America 


“Of the Church, By the Church, For the Church” 


Pfficial Call for the fourteenth Pational Convention 
Cwentp- Fifth Annivergarp 


Fort Wayne, Indiana, July 13, 14, 15, 1920 


HE Luther League of America has accepted the invitation of the Luther 
League of Indiana to hold the FOURTEENTH BIENNIAL CONVEN- 


TION in Fort Wayne, Indiana, July 13, 14, 15, 1920. 


REPRESENTATION. 


Any society of whatever name, connected with a Lutheran congregation or 
a Lutheran institution of learning, and District and State organizations whose 
admission shall have been recommended by the Committee on Credentials, are 
entitled to membership with representations as follows: Each society admitted 
to membership shall be entitled to one delegate, each District League to three 
delegates, and each State or Territorial organization to ten delegates. Delegates 
to the Convention are expected and required to present properly certified creden- 
tials. The credentials should be signed by the President and Secretary of each 
organization, whether State, District or Local League. Delegates will be asked 


to pay a REGISTRATION FEE of $1.00. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Credential blanks for delegates should be secured at once by State, District 
and Local Officers from the General Secretary. All credentials should be filled 
out in duplicate, one part being sent to the General Secretary and the other part 
retained by the delegate for presentation to the Credential Committee at Fort 

._ Wayne. Uniform blank forms will be sent upon request. Credentials should 
be sent to the General Secretary not later than July 1st. 


GENERAL INFORMATION. 


The arrangement of the program is in charge of a sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee. An announcement of same will be made in the near future 
in the REVIEW. 

THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW will furnish official information each 
month relative to the Convention and after the Convention will publish a CON- 
VENTION NUMBER containing full reports of the proceedings. 


Subscriptions should be made now to secure the pro-Convention Number of 
the REVIEW and also the CONVENTION NUMBER. 

Particulars as to hotels and other local arrangements will be furnished in 
due season by the local Convention committee. 

At this convention will be celebrated the TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
of the Luther League of America. 
Arrange your vacation to include July 13, 14, 15, and spend it at Fort Wayne. 

By direction of the Executive Committee. 


HARRY HODGES, 
General Secretary, 
846 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


WHY THE CONVENTION? 


This issue of the Review is the Pro-Con- 
vention Number, the last call for the Fort 
Wayne convention, and possibly in the 
minds of some there has arisen the ques- 
tion which heads this article. 

The very origin of the word itself helps 
us to answer the question. Convenio, to 
come together. 

A convention is the getting together of 
kindred spirits for a purpose, and the pur- 
pose in the Luther League is to prepare for 
action. 

We meet not simply to sing and pray 
together, to listen to speeches and papers, 
and to enjoy a delightful fellowship; but 
we meet to prepare for action, to mobilize 
our forces. If we as Luther Leaguers are 
to fight a winning battle in the days to 
come, we must mobilize our forces; and 
our great mobilization camp is Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. 

Plans will there be matured, inspiration 
will there be received, which will go far to 
determine the success of our work during 
the next two years. In fact, the Fort 
Wayne convention will determine to a 
great extent the future of the Luther 
League of America. 

The special benefits will be: 

A Widening Horizon. This convention 
and others on a smaller scale will do much 
to widen our mental and spiritual horizon. 

Jolted Out of the Ruts. Another bless- 
ing of a great convention is that one is 
likely to be jolted out of deep, old ruts, if 
he is in them. Someone has described a 
rut as a grave with both ends knocked out- 
No one with life wants to live in a grave. 

Inspiring Personalities. Again, a good 
convention will introduce us to some in- 
spiring personalities. We may or may not 
be introduced to them by name, and have 
a chance to shake hands with them; but we 
shall get near enough to catch their spirit 
and to be inspired by their ideals. 

Spiritual Quickening. Finally, the Spir- 
it of God is never absent from such con- 
ventions, and I believe He never will be, 
since there are so many who take Him 
with them. 

Many a Leaguer has had his life trans- 
formed and his life service fixed by a con- 
vention. 

Who would miss, were it possible to 
avoid it, such a widening horizon, such an 
intellectual stimulus, such a spiritual out- 
look and uplook? 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


WHY SEND DELEGATES TO THE 
FORT WAYNE CONVENTION? 

It will give them a vision of the oppor- 
tunities for service. 

It will inspire them to do service in the 
home church. 

It will show them what to do and how 
to do it. 

It will bring 100-fold returns to your 
church in interest.and service. 

It will guarantee future leadership in 
your church. 


ADVANTAGES OF SENDING YOUR 
FULL QUOTA OF DELEGATES 
It will insure team work at the conven- 
tion. 
It will insure team work on their return. 


WHY THEIR EXPENSES SHOULD 
BE PAID 

Choicest delegates may then be sent re- 
gardless of their own ability to pay ex- 
penses. 

Delegates will make best use of time at 
the convention. 

They will feel obligated to do service on 
returning. 


ee 
HOW THIS MONEY MAY BE RAISED 
Ask one or two wealthy church members 
for the entire amount. 
Get the League to bear the expense from 
its treasury. i 
Get several persons to give $1.00 each. 


HOW TO GET DELEGATES TO GO 

Attach great significance to being sent~ 
as a delegate. 

Work up general interest before choice 
is made. 

Determine all possible candidates. 

Have them elected at a public meeting. 

After this, concentrate your energies on 
them. 

Depend principally on personal contact 
and persuasion. 

Have delegates commit themselves by 
public statement. 

Foresee all their possible hindrances and 
remove them. 


—4— 
A TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY 
RESTS ON YOU 
You are helping choose the future lead- 
ers of your church. 
The present world crisis demands your. 
utmost efforts. 


The street car conductor examined the 
transfer thoughtfully and said meekly, 
“This here transfer expired an hour ago, 
lady.” The lady, digging into her purse 
after a coin, replied, “No wonder, with 
not a single ventilator open in the whole 
car!”—KHachange, 


WHY THE CONVENTION 


WHY SEND JUNIORS AND INTER- 
MEDIATES TO LUTHER LEAGUE 
CONVENTIONS? 


Juniors and Intermediates should be 
sent to all district conventions, to all state 
conventions, and where possible to the na- 
tional convention, because: 

The convention atmosphere and _ spirit 
will secure their allegiance to the Luther 
League. 

It will show them what to do in their own 
society, and how to do it. 

It will develop future leadership in your 
church. 

It will be an object lesson and an inspira- 
tion to the convention itself to have the 
Juniors and Intermediates at the conven- 
tion. 

—& — 
WHAT SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR 

THE JUNIORS AND INTERMEDI- 

ATES AT ALL CONVENTIONS? 


The Junior Chairman, district, state or 
national, as the case may be, should ar- 
range for a Junior session of the conven- 
tion, where papers prepared by the Juniors 
may be read, various parts of the work ex- 
plained to them, and a program of hymns, 
Bible readings, ete., rendered by the chil- 
dren. 


Appropriate subjects for papers might | 


be: “How We Study the Junior Topics,” 
“What Our League Did Last Year,’ “How 
to Be a Good Junior League Secretary,” 
“How We Conducted a Junior Mission 
Study Class.” 

A “Story Hour” should be arranged at 
some convenient time during the conven- 
tion for the Juniors. 

Likewise, the Chairman in charge of In- 
termediate work, whether district, state or 
national, should arrange for an _ Inter- 
mediate session of the convention. At this 
time a properly prepared program should 
be presented, in which the Intermediates 
take part, including the reading of papers 
prepared by the various Intermediates. In 
addition various parts of the work should 
be explained to the boys and girls, and 
eonferences of the Intermediates under 
wise leadership will be found helpful. Sug- 
gestions should be made and athletic work 
planned where possible. 

Appropriate subjects for papers at this 
session can be: “How We Study the Inter- 
mediate Topics in Our League,” “The Best 
‘Thing Our League Did Last Year,” “What 
We Do for Our Church,” “The Good Times 
Our League Gave Us,” “Some Social 
Times We Have Had in Our League.” At 
this Intermediate session a Luther League 
pennant might be given to the League hav- 
ing the largest percentage of members 
present. 
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It would be helpful to have some man or 
woman of prominence to address the boys 
and girls, preferably in separate gather- 
ings. 

At some convenient time during the con- 
vention, a social or excursion of some sort 
should also be planned for each group. 

— as 
HOW SHOULD JUNIOR AND INTER- 
MEDIATE WORK BE BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE CONVENTION? 


A model Junior meeting should be given 
by the Juniors during the convention. In 
the same way, an Intermediate meeting, 
composed of boys or girls, or both, should 
be given by the delegates,’ somewhere on 
the program. Literature, charts and books 
and illustrative material of all sorts on 
both phases of the work should be dis- 
played and explained. A conference of 
the Junior superintendents should be ar- 
ranged, where the problems and _ possibili- 
ties of the work are discussed. 

And a conference of older leaders inter- 
ested in Intermediate work should be held, 
where inspiration can be given, the work 
outlined, plans made for its extension, and 
helpful suggestions for the future ex- 
changed. 

"HOW MAY FUNDS BE OBTAINED 

TO SEND THESE DELEGATES? 


Ask your Senior League to pay the ex- 
penses of a delegate. 

Have a “Convention Box” in your Junior 
League and in your Intermediate League 
from one convention until the next to de- 
fray the expenses of the delegates. Get a 
number of members of the congregation to 
adopt a Junior or an Intermediate for the 
time being, and pay his or her expense. 

Ask a number of the Senior Leaguers to 
contribute $1.00 each. 

To the District conventions a large dele- 
gation can by these means be sent, and 
two or three representatives can by the 
same means be sent to the state conven- 
tion. 

—4— 
WHAT SHOULD BE EXPECTED OF 

THESE JUNIOR AND INTERME- 

DIATE DELEGATES? 


Besides taking part in the convention 
program, as outlined above, a full report 
of the Junior and Intermediate sessions 
should be required from the respective 
delegates at their next regular meeting, 
plans made for the carrying out of the 
new ideas learned there, and the appoint- 
ing of a committee to visit other Leagues 
nearby, delegates from which they may 
have met at the convention, for a further 
extension of the work. 


One Hundred and One Ways to Interest 
the Juniors 


BY BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE. 


HAVE often, in speaking of the work 


with the Juniors, made the remark that 


there are a hundred and one things you 


can do to interest the children. 


Some one 


once said to me, “I don’t believe it.” Here 


they are: 

1. Explain the Luther League emblem. 

2. Use the Junior Luther League Topics 
weekly. 

3. Study the “Methods and Hints for Junior 
Leaders” page in the Review for plans for 
using the Topics. 

4. Adapt some of the articles in the LUTHER 
LEAGuE REVIEW and use in your Junior 
meetings. 

5. Appoint a membership committee among 
the children to gain new members. 

6. Have a Birthday Box, with pictures, 
stories, ete., to be taken home by child on 
birthday, and returned at next meeting. 

7. Have a Hallowe’en Social. 

8. Send flowers to the sick. 

9. Have a Birthday Committee. 

10. Appoint a Social Committee, to arrange 
social events. 

11. Use a birthday prayer and song to observe 
birthdays. 

12. Have a Maying party. 

13. Have an autumn hike. 

14. Have a picnic in summer. 

15. Make a special occasion of the anniversary 
of your society. 

16. Have a Sunshine Committee, to spread 
cheer and do deeds of kindness. 

17. Send Christmas gifts to children in other 
lands. 3 

18. Send Christmas and Easter cards to sick 


and shut-ins. 


19. Send letters or gifts to outgoing mission- 


20. 
21. 


22. 
23. 


24, 


33. 


. Organize the smallest ones 


aries. 

Make garments and gather toys for home 
mission stations and settlements. 

Have Elower Committee to decorate the 
room for each meeting. 

Make scrap-books. 

Make Valentines to send to children in 
hospitals. 

Have a “Pansy Party.’ Cut pansies from 
flower catalogues, or draw and color them, 
and paste on back some little story or 
verse of cheer, send these tied a dozen in 
a package with lavender ribbon to the sick. 


. Have a Junior dressed ag a Japanese child 


tell a story of Japan. 


. Have a boy dressed as a Chinese boy tell 


of the boys in China. 

into Light 
Bearers—put up a big lantern to hold 
their offerings used to send cheer and glad- 
ness to others. 


. Have a blackboard story. 
. Circulate “Martin of Mansfeld’ or some 


other good book among the children. Have 
children write name in book when they 
have read it. 


. Start a cabinet for holding curios. 


Make an African village. 


. Give out “Helpful Orders,” red, white and 


blue circles, with Home, School, Church 
written on them respectively, and let chil- 
dren tell how they can be helpful in each. 
Sing the Luther League Rally hymn. 
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. Sing ‘“‘All the Children of the World” or 
another missionary carol. 


5. Organize a few of the children into a 


Junior choir to help with the singing. 


36. Use Sentence Prayers. 


40. 


41. 
42. 


43. 


44, 


45, 


57. Make 


. Have Prayer Chain. 


Pin strips of paper 
on which a short sentence prayer. is writ- 
ten together to form a chain, pass this out, 
and let each child unpin one link, and read 
prayer. 

. Have “Bible Sharpshooting.” Pass out 
Bibles, give out a reference, and have chil- 
dren see who is first to find same, stand 
up and read it. 

. Teach ’Books of the Bible.” MHave sixty- 
six blocks with the names of the books of 
the Bible, disarrange these, and let chil- 
dren arrange them in their correct order. 
Have Dissected Map Travel. Mount maps 
from old lesson books, ete., on cardboard, 
cut apart irregularly, tell a story of a trip 
through the Holy Land, and as places are 
mentioned let those holding that piece 
come forward, and have map put together 
until whole is completed. 

Appoint a program leader for each meet- 


ing. 

Divide the Junior Topic into three or four 
parts and give to different children for the 
meeting, get as many as possible to take 
part. 

For memory work use a “String of Pearls.” 
Cut out different symbols for passages to 
be learned, as each child learns these, at- 
tach these to a ribbon bearing the child’s 
name. 

Have “Diamond Merit Cards.” Give 
eards cut diamond shaped for the mem- 
orizing of hymns, Bible verses, for taking 
part in meeting, ete. 

Have a “Star” meeting, with the chairs 
arranged in form of a star, and the Topic 
written on a number of stars cut from 
cardboard, for different ones to present. 


. Once a year give an entertainment, with 


a model meeting, and recitations, exercises, 
ete. 


. Have the children memorize the Christmas 


and Waster story. 


. Put up a lavender frieze at Hastertime, 


sheets of cardboard with pictures of the 
Passion story (Perry pictures). 


. Have a “Bible Alphabet’—Bible verses, 


one for each letter of the alphabet. 


. Have a “Bible Verse Ladder,” a ladder 


with the letters forming the name of your 
society drawn on cardboard, and a Bible 
verse learned for each rung. Have a con- 
test between boys and girls, to see which 
can find the largest number of Bible verses 
for each letter. 


. Have the story of Livingstone, and other © 


great missionaries, told. 


. Let children play they are children of 


different heathen lands, and have them tell 
stories of those children, 


. Have a journey to Japan, with flags, pic- 


tures and stories. 


. Hold a Reformation meeting. 
. Use the picture “The Hope of the World.” 
. Plan to have a Junior Mission Study 


Class. 
notebooks, using the ‘Picture 
Sheets” which give pictures of all lands. 
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58. 
59. 


60. 
61. 


62. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


. Hold an 


Use Perry pictures to illustrate the Topics. 
Use Luther League pennants to decorate 
the room. 

Have “Story Hour” frequently. 

Study the life of Christ through pictures 
(Perry pictures). 

Make a Christmas chart, with Madonnas 
and Christmas pictures and verses. 


. Have Luther’s picture in the Junior room. 
. Use the Junior Luther League Reading 


Course. 


. Get “Everyland,” the children’s mission- 


ary magazine. 


. Make a poster to announce each meeting. 
. With cardboard, paste, and pictures from 


magazines, make a birthday roll to keep a 
record of the children’s birthdays. 
Likewise make Attendance Records, Guest 
Rolls, New Member Rolls, Cradle Rolls, 
Go to Church Rolls, ete. 

Make missionary posters, with igloos, In- 
dian wigwams, Japanese lanterns, Chinese 
children, ete. 

Send invitations to the children for the 
meetings, pumpkins for Hallowe’en, tur- 
keys for November, stars for Christmas, 
ete., cut a half a dozen at a time from 
colored paper. 


. Give an object lesson talk. 
. Get dolls—Wskimo, negro, sunbonnet doll, 


Japanese, Indian, etc., and use these in 
missionary talks. 


. Give salutes to American and Christian 


flags. 


. Have game at the close of the meeting— 


old time games, Farmer in the Dell, etc. 


. Open the work in the fall with a social. 
. Get the assistants together for a social 


and conference early in September. 


. Get “Children at Play in Many Lands,” 


and play games found therein. 


. Get Junior boys to distribute church bul- 


letins, to serve as messenger corps. 


. Let the Juniors entertain children from 


orphanage or settlement. 


. Have two offerings, one for own work, 


one for others. 


. Send a Junior delegate to the district and 


State conventions. 


. Arrange a parents’ meeting. 
. Onee a year have a meeting with the 


Senior League, | ; 
executive meeting 
Junior officers regularly. 


with the 


. Teach verses on Birds of the Bible, Flow- 


ers of the Bible, rivers, mountains, trees, 
cities, etc. 


. Arrange chairs differently for the meet- 


ings, cross, circle, stars, etc. 


. Have a George Washington’s party. 
. Give a Christmas party to a group of poor 


children. 


. Have a Japanese tea, or other social event 


for the whole congregation. 


. Start a Junior library, getting the Senior 


League to co-operate. 


. Make a collection of recitations, stories, 


drills, and exercises, and use these in con- 
nection with the Topics to illustrate them. 


. Have one of the Juniors sing or play the 


piano at the meetings frequently. 


- Have the Junior League entertain the 


Cradle Roll babies once a year. 


. Use the sand-table to demonstrate the 


Topie occasionally. 


. Draw a thermometer on a ecard, and rec- 


ord the finances of the society on this. 


. Have some handwork, raffia, sewing, paper 


cutting to illustrate Tonic, etc. 
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7. Take children on a visit to some inner mis- 
sion institution. 

. Divide the society into groups of tens, 
making each responsible for a certain num- 
ber of Topics. Create good natured rival- 
ry, as to which group will present Topic in 
the best way. 

99. Have an Honor Roll, giving stars (use 

those of the Luther League colors) for 

punctuality, reciting Bible verse, taking 
part in meeting, leading the meeting, and 
church attendance. 


100. Have variety—plan one new thing for 
each meeting. 
101. Plan how to use some of these ways to 


interest your Juniors. 
—_ & — 
THE EFFICIENT MIND 


The whole aim of education on the in- 
tellectual side should be to develop the 
power of clear and honest thinking. A man 
whose mind delivers to him judgments per- 
verted by passion or prejudice has an in- 
efficient mind. His first duty is one of 
mental discipline. He must correct his 
mental bias and make his mind _ look 
straight into the heart of things. 

To be on the safe side, a man seeking 
to increase his efficiency should assume 
that his mind needs all the training that 
he can possibly give it. Let him think as 
he reads, and so discipline his mind in the 
pursuit of truth. 

No man is too old to take up a new art 
with interest, and no man’s mind is so fine 
and efficient that further study and disci- 
pline will not improve it. 

This man who lets his mind lie fallow 
for long intervals will often fall below par 
in efficiency. The man who drifts and lets 
himself slip along with the current because 
he thus is spared the trouble of overcom- 
ing obstacles never reaches a harbor. It 
is well to remember these words of 
Bacon: “A man’s nature runs either to 
herbs or weeds; therefore let him season- 
ably water the one and destroy the other.” 
—Joseph Francis Johnson. 


—_ lo 


THE AMERICAN’S CREED 


“IT believe in the United States of 
America as a government of the people, 
by the people, for the people; whose just 
powers are derived from the consent of 
the governed; a democracy in a republic; 
a sovereign nation of many sovereign 
states; a perfect union, one and insep- 
able; established upon those principles of 
freedom, equality, justice, and humanity 
for which American patriots sacrificed 
their lives and fortunes. I, therefore, be- 
lieve it is my duty to my country to love 
it; to support its Constitution; to obey its 
laws; to respect its flag, and to defend it 
against all enemies.” : 


Missions Made Interesting to the Juniors 


BY BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE. 


HILE we lament the indifference 
and ignorance of many regarding 
the missionary cause, are we doing any- 
thing to overcome it? The children of 
this generation taught properly now as to 
the needs of the world would in ten years 
evangelize the world. So, Junior Leader, 
do not let YOUR Juniors grow up to say 
“Missions” with indifference, or “Mission 
Study? What’s That?” NOW is your op- 
portunity to interest them and the most 
fascinating plans can be made, and the 
most attractive material is yours for the 
asking. Here is the way one Junior So- 
ciety is being led to feel that there is noth- 
ing quite as interesting as mission work: 
They were all invited to a “Rainbow 
Party.” No one knew what it, was all 
about, hence the attendance was good, to 
find out. Crepe paper streamers of rain- 
bow hues decorated the room. After a 
story was told concerning the rainbow and 
the pot of gold at its foot, several simple 
games were played and then the real part 
of the meeting began. 


The children were told that there was 
something at the end of their rainbow, also, 
and “they that sought would find,” Five 
were appointed to follow the crepe stream- 
ers to their end. 

One of the tiny girls, following the pink 
streamer, in a far corner of the room came 
across a copy of “JUNIOR MISSION 
STORIES,” with a pile of posters, on 
which were in an enlarged form, some of 
the fascinating illustrations of that book. 
These were passed around the group com- 
posed of the little ones up to seven years, 
and one of the helpers told just a little 
about the many fine stories the children 
were going to hear from one meeting to 
another. (A group of girls about seven- 
teen years old was placed in charge of this 
group.) 

Two older Juniors, following the leading 
of two yellow streamers, unearthed in an- 
other room copies of the two fascinating 
books on China—‘“MOOK” and “THE 
HONORABLE CRIMSON TREE.” Badges 
made of yellow paper with large black 
Chinese characters were distributed to all 
who wanted to join the China Club, post- 
ers were hung up, some of bright orange 
cardboard with imitation Chinese letters 
in black for the titles, others in blue, with 
the caption, “Children in Blue and What 
They Do,” the pictures for same being the 
PICTURE SHEETS arranged to accom- 
pany these books. Plans for these two 
classes were explained, and the children al- 
lowed to choose which they desired to join. 


A combination red, white and blue 
streamer led one of the boys a merry chase 
until he finally, by climbing, reached the 
top of the large closet in the room and 
brought to light “CALLED TO THE 
COLORS.” Striking a note of patriotism 
and soldiers, with real khaki-tent note- 
books cut from brown wrapping paper dis- 
tributed, and some gay red white and blue 
posters showing pictures of Indians, ne- 
groes, Orientals, Alaskans and other New 
Americans, this immediately struck the 
boys’ fancy, and a large enlistment in this 
class immediately took place! 

The green streamer was the last, and 
this one of the oldest girls discovered end- 
ed in some bright Red Cross Nurse posters, 
and a large placard announcing a “FIRST 
AID TO THE INJURED CLASS,” a 
study of Medical Missions and Christian 
Americanization, adapted to young girls— 
following the manual prepared by Miss 
Margaret Applegarth. A class of fifteen 
of the older girls enrolled in this. 


At the subsequent meetings these books 
were taken up and the plans as outlined by 
the LEADER’S HELP, which is prepared 
for each book, carried out, the suggestions 
for the posters and other material above 
mentioned having been obtained from 
same Helps. Five Mission Study Classes 
and a hundred children at work for mis- 
sions! Simply accomplished and simple to 
accomplish by anyone. “Go and do thou 
likewise.” 

-- &— 
“EVERYLAND” 


Do your Juniors know this splendid chil- 
dren’s missionary magazine? If not, they 
are missing much pleasure. Get it for your 
Junior League. 


Of it, Charles Hanson Towne, editor of 
McClure’s Magazine, says: “It is one of 
the most interesting juvenile magazines by 
far that I have looked at for many a day. 
The big, clear type is an inspiration, and 
the illustrations are the kind that all chil- 
dren will love. Everything in it is of ab- 
sorbing interest.” James E. Tower, editor 
of the Delineator, writes: “It does me good 
to see a missionary magazine so full of ani- 
mation,” at the same time expressing de- 
light at the attractive make-up of the 
magazine. 

Everyland aims to be “a magazine of 
world friendship for boys and girls,” and 
to make an appeal to the children through 
good pictures and attractive stories, and it 
does not fail of its aim. SUBSCRIBE 
NOW! 846 Drexel Building. 


JUNIOR LUTHER LEAGUE 


WHO WOULDN’T BELONG TO THIS 
JUNIOR SOCIETY? 

They are always doing such nice things! 
When they organized they learned all 
about the Luther League colors and the 
badge; there was some one to tell them 
the finest stories, and afterward they had 
real lemonade and cake! Now that they 
have started to study the Junior Topics 
they can all take part, there is something 
for each one to do, and every one of these 
Juniors loves to recite or tell something 
about the lesson they are studying. At 
Christmas time there was a special meet- 
ing with Christmas stories, and afterward 
a social time with red gelatin served as re- 
freshments. After each meeting there are 
games to play. And the _ invitations! 
Autumn leaves cut from orange crepe 
paper, Christmas trees, the Luther League 


badge drawn on white cards, red hearts ' 


for February, there is always something to 
tell of the meeting—and how each Junior 
watches to see what is coming next! And 
meanwhile, with all these good times, they 
are learning Bible verses and Bible stories, 
missionary stories, studying the Junior 
Topics, and learning how to grow up into 
good Luther Leaguers and Church mem- 
bers. Is it any wonder they want to go 
to Junior League? 


Since 1916 the Sunday School member- 
ship in the United States has decreased 
by 38,500,000, while the church member- 
ship has increased by 2,779,667, according 
to the figures of the Federal Council of 
Churches. There has been an increase of 
3,519 ministers and 5,350 church organiza- 
tions. The total number of churches is 
233,834, with 195,513 ministers, priests, 


and rabbis. The church membership is 
44,709,521. 
pkey ; 
FOR THE JUNIOR SOCIAL 
COMMITTEE 


The Junior Superintendent should occa- 
sionally have a social at her own home for 
the members of the Social Committee only. 
It will serve two purposes. First, it will 
be a sort of reward for the work they have 
done as members of this committee. My 
Social Committee has worked hard, even to 
' washing up all the dishes after the social! 
And everyone knows how well girls like to 
wash dishes! Second, it serves as a model 
for your Junior League socials, and teaches 
the children how you would like them to 
conduct your Junior socials. 

One Junior Social Committee was enter- 
tained at the superintendent’s home at a 
Valentine social, and afterward worked 
out the same ideas with a different setting 
for the whole Junior League at a George 
Washington’s party. 


JUNIOR LEAGUE AXIOMS 

The Junior Superintendent should do 
nothing in the Junior meeting which the 
Juniors can do themselves. 

Junior League boys and girls must have 
something to do and plenty of it. 

Work with the boys and girls, not for 
them. 

The ideal for the Junior League is: a 
happy, everyday Christian, a loyal Luther- 
an, an intelligent church member, an ac- 
tive Leaguer. 

Much to do and more to see is a re- 
quirement on all Junior work. 

The chief cause for noise, inattention, 
and disorder in the Junior League is the 
failure to have a carefully prepared and 
interesting program. 

An atmosphere of reverence among Jun- 
iors will be created by giving them much 
dignified work to do. 

The great hymns of the Church belong 
to the boys and girls. No child should be 
deprived of his right to their possession. 

To organize and conduct a Junior League 
is as much a duty of the Senior League as 
the conducting of the weekly devotional 
meetings, the holding of a social, or the 
paying of their dues. 

Why a Junior League? There are twen- 
ty-four million children in the United 
States, and twelve million of them are 
without any religious instruction whatso- 
ever. The Junior League is a means of 
gathering these in. 


CHARTER YOUR LEAGUE 

There are many Junior Leagues of 
which there are no records in the office of 
the Luther League of America. The Jun- 
ior Specialist cannot correspond with the 
superintendents, send them literature, or 
help them in any way. We are endeavoring 
to standardize our Junior Societies, and 
to get in touch with all Junior leaders, and 
give each as much help as possible, and we 
are making efforts to compile a list that 
will give the true statistics concerning the 
Junior organizations in our Luther League. 
We want a record of every Junior League. 

Therefore—NOW before you lay this 
aside, on a postcard write the following 
facts, and send it to The Junior Special- 
ist, 846 Drexel Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Name of Junior Society. 

Church, 

Junior Superintendent’s name and ad- 
dress. 

Number of members. 

Thank you! ges 

Bess—Somebody passed a_ counterfeit 
dime on Bob a year ago, and he hasn’t 
been able to get rid of it since. 

Maiden Aunt - (horrified)—What! Does 
that young man never go to church, then? 
—St. Paul Dispatch. 


Junior Luther League 


IVE thousand boys and girls are 
members of our Junior Luther Leagues. 
Let the following facts tell you something 
of the things that they are learning, and 
the work they are doing. 
RESULTS COUNT. 


The Juniors show the result of their 
training in their everyday work and play. 
They are taught the ideals of our church; 
they are led to do things; they are trained 
to help others. And the boundless enthusi- 
asm of these youngsters is an incentive to 
the Senior Leaguers to shoulder their share 
of the work to be done. 

As LINCOLN SAID. 


“The Junior Luther League is an organ- 


ization OF the Juniors, BY the Juniors, : 


and FOR the Juniors, that they shall not 
perish from the earth.” 
HELP THOUSANDS OF OTHERS. 

Through their missionary offerings, the 
Junior Leaguers have helped in the sending 
of missionaries, the building and maintain- 
ing of schools, kindergartens, hospitals and 
churches in heathen lands. 

TELLING THE CONGREGATION. 

The Juniors in many congregations, by 
giving entertainments, by exercises in the 
Sunday School and in the Senior League, 
and by having open meetings when the 
parents are invited, are showing to the 
whole congregation just what work can be 
done in our church. 

ASK THE JUNIORS. 

A Ladies’ Aid Society of a church had 
been so busy making quilts and sewing on 
garments, and making jellies, that when 
they had them finished, they knew of no 
place to send them. “Let us send them to 
our Orphan’s Home” said the Juniors. 
And they did. 

Wuat Ir Is. 

The Junior Luther League is an organ- 
ization for the children, to teach them the 
ideals of our church, and to prepare them 
for service in the Senior League and the 
church. 

THE Story Hovur. 

Many Junior Leagues have a “Story 
Telling Hour” frequently, when good 
stories are told to the children. 

Have You MADE ONE? 

Picture story books made by the Juniors 
have helped many a sick little child in the 
hospitals to pass pleasant hours. 

Your TuRN Next! 

Many Junior Leagues are eager to do 

something that is different and lasting in 


its nature. Why not try to put some of the 
books of the Junior Luther League Reading 
Course in your town public library? 


Do You Know? 


Of how many parts the Luther League 
emblem is composed? What each color 
means? Of what significance each symbol 
in the emblem is? What Luther said of this 
emblem? Why it is the emblem of the 
Luther League? Why we should be proud 
to wear it? Do you know the Luther 
League Rally Hymn? The motto? 

You would if you were a Junior Luther 
Leaguer! They teach those things in 
Junior League. Also how to become a good 
member of the church, and of the work 
there is for each one to do, and something 
of the history of our Lutheran Church and 
her beliefs. 

Do You? 


Some Juniors read their bible just as the 
grown-ups read their newspapers, glance 
through it and lay it aside, and forget all 
about it until time to pick it up again. 

Merry CHRISTMAS FROM THE JUNIORS. 


The Juniors of one church filled stockings, 
collected toys and gave a Christmas party 
to the children of a settlement in one of our 
large cities. 

URGE CELEBRATION OF MAY- 
FLOWER TERCENTENARY 

The Home Missions Council has suggest- 
ed that Protestant churches observe a ter- 
centenary Mayflower celebration which 
will emphasize the spiritual significance of 
the coming of the Pilgrim Fathers and will 
interpret their ideals in terms of democ- 
racy. The dates suggested for the tercen- 
tenary Mayflower celebration are Novem- 
ber 21 to November 29. 

President Wilson and ex-President Taft 
have been requested to act as honorary 
chairmen of the celebration, and Henry 
Van Dyke will be honorary secretary. In 
observing the three hundredth anniversary 
of the landing of the Mayflower, American 
churches will co-operate with English 
churches who will observe the Mayflower 
celebration in August and September, when 
the ship first sailed; and with Holland, 
who will observe it in September. While 


the Mayflower landed in Plymouth, De-. 


eember 20, it stopped at Provincetown bhe- 
fore that and so Thanksgiving week has 
been chosen for the American anniversary 
celebration. 

Congregational churches, whose Ameri- 
can history originated at Plymouth Rock, 
are plannng a special celebration in Bos- 
ton the last of June, continuing till July 6. 
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JUNIOR LUTHER LEAGUE 


THE OLD HONESTY AND THE NEW 


It is the fashion nowadays to deplore the 
general want of moral principle, and to 
lament the decline of old-fashioned honesty. 

But, really, how about this old-fashioned 
honesty? 

It is always easy to see a saint in a dead 
relative, just as it is easy to see a statesman 
in a dead politician. 

Grandfather’s virtues, like grandfather’s 
clocks, may be a badge of respectability, 
but in our own day they are not always in 
good running order. 

Our forefathers were no better than we 
are. Indeed, to judge from some criticism 
of their contemporaries, they were a good 
deal worse. 

The world in which old-fashioned honesty 
lived was singularly uncomplicated. Smith 
knew Jones and Jones knew Smith, and if 
the one did not cheat the other there was 
every chance that each would die in the 
odor of respectability. Individualism set 
the limits to old-fashioned honesty. 

We need this individualistic honesty to- 
day, and we have it. But we need today a 
very much bigger sort of honesty—an hon- 
esty which sees that our obligations are set 
not alone by our relations with one an- 
other, but also by our relations with mu- 
nicipalities and states, with a nation and a 
world. 

Such honesty is not any too common, but 
it is growing. 

Men have gone down to their mausoleums 
labeled honest millionaires, who were di- 
rectors in corporations whose methods 
would bring blushes to the cheek of a con- 
fidence man. According to the standard of 
old-fashioned honesty there was nothing to 
be said against these honest millionaires. 
But from the point of view of the new hon- 
esty they were thieves, though they robbed 
legally. 

Morality is always a generation or two 
ahead of legality. 

The number of offenses against the moral 
and legal codes is increasing constantly. 

Moral principle never cut so large a fig- 
ure in the affairs of this American people 
as it does today. 

We have twenty moral qualms where our 
goodly ancestors had one. 

It never occurred to them that a lottery 
was wrong, or to whip a child or a wife, or 
to enslave the black man and cheat the 
red man. 


Nine out of ten of the little conscientious 


niceties of life are discoveries of the last 
fifty years. — 

More societies to do all sorts of good and 
work all kinds of reforms have been cre- 
ated in the last two generations than had 
been formed or thought of before from the 
beginning of the world. 
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The vast union of evangelical effort of 
today was hardly even a dream a short dec- 
ade ago. Out of inspired vision, spiritual- 
ized purpose and consecrated means is now 
set up a mighty Empire of Righteousness, 
of world-wide beneficence. 

We are getting better. No doubt about it. 
But there is still plenty of room for im- 
provement.—Interchurch Bulletin. 


“GO SEEK THE YouNG FOLK” IS 
HER PLEA 

“What is the matter with the young peo- 
ple?” asks Miss Kate Logan, member of the 
Committee of Direction, Commission Church 
and Country Life of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, writing 
from San Francisco, Cal. 

“T attended the morning service in a 
church here Sunday,” she continues. “The 
church was less than one-fourth filled. The 
absence of young men and young women 
was especially noticeable. I thought to my- 
self ‘what is the matter? What is 
all this leading to?’ I am changing a 
lot of my views and feel more than ever 
that the biggest thing we can do is to get 
hold of the young people by going where 
they are with the gospel of life. 

“Sunday night I visited the Presidio here, 
where the army and navy boys have a nice 
building. The large reception room down- 
stairs was full of young men reading or 
visiting or sitting looking on or playing 
biliards. Having been brought up in a 
strict Presbyterian way, I must confess 
that the first sight of the billiard table 
rather shocked me, but as I watched I be- 
came interested in the boys, and I could not 
feel there was anything bad about them. 
As I sat there I wondered if there was much 
difference between going pleasure riding in 
an automobile on Sunday and pushing a 
little ball across the table. 

“Of course, the circumstances and place 
had something to do with it. I do not think 
I could approve of it in a church on Sunday 
night, but maybe that is due again to my 
early training. When it was time for Y. M. 
C. A. services, a director called through a 
megaphone. The boys stopped playing bil- 
liards, went upstairs to a large audience 
room, took off their hats, sat as respectfully 
as ever I saw anybody in a prayer meeting 
or a missionary society. They sang all the 
hymns, and when prayer was offered that 
whole audience of young men bowed rever- 
ently all through the prayer.” 

A LETHAL AGENCY 

A laundry company’s announcement on 
the advertisement screen of a provincial 
music hall: 

“WHY KILL THE WIFE? 
LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK.” 
—Punch. 


That State ‘Convention 
1920? 


BY WALTER M. WOLFF 

HE Executive Committee of the State 

Luther League was seated in session 

around the circle. After a few pre- 
liminary remarks, the State President 
presently asked the others what prospects 
were to be expected for the convention 
this year. 

“Good, very good!” said one. 

“Depends upon when we hold it,’ mused 
another. 

“Fine, IF we have a good turnout of 
members and delegates,’ suggested still 
another. 

“Ha! You have it,” said the president, 
“ITF we have a good turnout. Upon this 
point rests the primary success of the con- 
vention! Suppose we consider ourselves 
each one an advertising agent to spread 
publicity for the big event in our own com- 
munities, but how’—and here his face be- 
came grave and serious—‘are we going to 
get the local Leaguer to boost for us? 
Upon HIM or HER depends the ultimate 
success of the convention!” 

“To be sure,” spoke up several, “that’s 
the question exactly—but what is the an- 
swer?” 

Doubts and difficulties of this kind are 
bothering all the good officers of the various 
State Luther Leagues, dear Leaguer, please 
remember! They want to know the an- 
swer! It is YOU they are after! Upon 
YOU depends the ultimate success of the 
convention! You are the essential and 
potent factor! Of course, you are plan- 
ning to attend your own State League 
convention this year. That much is set- 
tled. But are you pushing, working, 
boosting NOW for its success? A great 
deal of this success depends entirely upon 
YOU, please remember! If you begin 
NOW to get busy and advertise—to assist 
your state officers as a kind of self-appoint- 
ed publicity committee—there is a big sur- 
prise in store for your convention this 
year! 

You have attended the good times of 
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former occasions; pleasant memories of 
past successes linger in your mind and 
will establish themselves there for all time 
as fragrant spots of reverence. You en- 
joyed the inspiration received; met the 
pastors and made staunch friends among 
the Leaguers of your State. Then you end- 
ed up the occasion by getting all excited 
and enthusiastic yourself—not to mention 
that thrill of pride over the splendid suc- 
cess of the year! 

Of course, you haven’t forgotten how 
you felt in your enthusiasm over the pros- 
pects for the next season; how you hoped 
to help outdo the records already estab- 
lished from year to year, and the good 
ideas and plans you intended to assist in 
working out for still greater inspiration 
and helpfulness in the future? Do you 
still remember? NOW is the time to call 
your forces together and hold an inspec- 
tion! Sound the “reveille’” and see if your 
ideas can report for instant action, and 
service. If they haven’t already left their 
impressions on somebody somewhere, by 
all means order them out for duty AT 
ONCE! As yet it is not too late and your 
State League officers are anxious to hear 
from these little soldiers of co-operation 
called ideas, suggestions, pointers, re- 
minders, constructive criticisms, advice, 
opinions, practical information and many, 
many others. In short, they MUST hear 
from you if your “think-shop” has been ac- 
tive, during the year, and you should NOT 
FAIL to report at once during these rally 
days before the convention, dear Leaguer! 

State Leagues are like papers, maga- ° 
zines and periodicals—they can’t and don’t 
exist unless supported by ADS, AD, ADS! 
Unless you are an “ad,” and a “full page” 
one, your convention may have to be satis- 
fied to be a small “volume” this year. Why 
not be sure of its size by going after more 
“ads”? Did you ever see a bird without 
wings, a tree without leaves or a roof 
without shingles? Something wrong and 
missing, wasn’t there? Just so would a 


State League be without adherents and it 
takes each and all of them TOGETHER 
to make 
potent 


it natural and beautiful, a 
organization! Why not make 
(Continued on page 34) 
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Suggestions for Your Social Meeting 


For A PATRIOTIC SOCIAL. 


Give each player the name of a state, be- 
ginning with the thirteen original states. 
The players sit in a circle and the leader 
stands in the center. Pointing his finger 
at one of the players, he calls out “Inde- 
pendence Day,” and immediately counts 
up to ten. The player to whom he points 
must call out the name of the state he rep- 
resents three times before the leader fin- 
ishes counting; if he laughs or fails to say 
the name of his state properly, he must 
take the leader’s place. 


Have a large flag with a piain blue field 
drawn on a large sheet of muslin or card- 
board, give each one a large white star, 
blindfold each in turn and let them try to 
put the stars in their correct position. 


For the game of “The Lost Stars” divide 
the company into two parts, and give the 
leader of each side a yard of blue cheese- 
cloth to serve as a field. Have hidden 
around the room white paper stars, and 
at a given signal let all go off in search 
of these, the leaders remaining to guard the 
fields. As soon as a star is discovered, it 
must be taken and pinned on the field. Any 
number of players are allowed to pin on 
stars at one time, but no player is allowed 
to pin on two stars at a time. That is, 
when anyone finds a star, he must run to 
the field and pin it on before picking up 
another star. When all the stars are 
found, the side whose blue field contains the 
most is announced victorious. 


A PoLAR EVENING. 


For a hot evening, try this. The invita- 
tions may be airships drawn on a card 
pointing to a snow mountain where a polar 
bear stands holding a flag on which is 
“North” or “South” Pole. On the airship 
could be printed either Peary or Amund- 
sen. 

The guests might be fined if they men- 
tioned the hot weather. On their arrival, 
serve iced orangeade or lemonade. Drape 
the room in white. Put white canvas on 
the floor. Get a huge cake of ice for the 
centerpiece of the table, and serve the re- 
freshments on white china, everything 
cold. 

For the program have “my coldest ex- 
perience”—several experiences told by sev- 
eral people previously appointed. Have 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus” read, a 
sleighing song in which all may join, and 
extracts from “Snowbound.” 

Play “Parlor Snowball’—cotton batting 
balls, loosely bound with thread, the com- 
pany divided into two sides and thrown at 


targets with the score kept, or each side 
may make an impromptu fort, and defend 
it against the other side who attack it. 


OTHER SUMMER ACTIVITIES. 


The activities of the League need not 
be confined to the church room during the 
summer; hikes, evening excursions, picnics, 
lawn affairs, and even camps might be ar- 
ranged by the Leagues. 


Why not have your meetings during the 
summer porch meetings and combine pleas- 
ure with your business? Here are several 
games that can be indulged in during such 
meetings, while needlework may at the 
same time occupy the fingers. 

What kind of material should be made 
into a shirtwaist for each of the ladies 
named? 

Hunter’s wife (duck). 

Girl who loves money (cashmere). 

Dairy maid (cheese cloth). 

Girl whose eyesight is poor (dimity). 

Literary girl (brilliantine). 

Girl on her vacation (outing flannel). 

Fat lady (broad cloth). 

Woodchopper’s wife (corduroy). 

For all American (Liberty silk). 

Shepherdess (alpaca). 

Musical girl (organdy). 

What kind of fabrics are here represent- 
ed? 

An isthmus (Panama). 

That which the waves do (serge). 

To cut grass and a part of the head 
(mohair). 

Wide and part of a fabric (broadcloth). 

A stretch of well kept grass (lawn). 

Indistinct, a pronoun and a_ beverage 
(dimity). 

A musical instrument and a letter (or- 
gandy). 

A native of a European nation (Swiss). 

To pretend and the noise of a mule 
(chambray). 

To have arrived and a building material 
(cambric) . 

To have fractured and assistance (bro- 
cade). 

The future if “am” and a letter (challis). 

A species of poultry (duck). 

Money and a name for a body of water 
(cashmere). 

A girl’s name (Henrietta). 

The past of “to seat one’s self” and a 
preposition (satin). 

—s— 

Kindness is infectious. No kind action 

ever stopped with itself. One kind action 


leads to another; our example is followed. 
—F. W. Faber. 


General Secretary's Letter 


DEAR LUTHER LEAGUERS: 


Since my last letter the leagues of South 
Dakota, Connecticut, New York, Iowa, Wis- 
consin and Ohio have all held very success- 
ful conventions. I was privileged to attend 
but those of Connecticut, New York and 
Ohio, owing to conflicting dates. Some day 

I trust to get co-operation in this matter. 

The St. Olaf Choir in its tour has demon- 
strated the beauty and _ superiority of 
Lutheran music, and I trust that our 
churches, schools and leagues which use 
song books not Lutheran will realize the 
superiority of their own music. I have 
found books in some leagues which from -a 
literary and musical standpoint were be- 
neath the intelligence of a Lutheran. 

It was rather amusing to find those who 
objected to the chorale melodies in tie Com- 
mon Service Book laud them when sung by 
the St. Olaf Choir. 

I am endeavoring to secure reduced rail- 
road rates to the convention. I must gurantee 
a certain number of delegates, however. This 
is a difficult thing to do, so I have written 
to all state presidents asking them to advise 
me as far as possible how many delegates 
and visitors will go from their leagues. 
Should you not secure reduced rates you will 
know that I did not get the information. 

The convention will vote on the proposi- 
tion of the Committee on Associations of 
Young People of the United Lutheran 
Church in America to have the Luther 
League of America become the official 
young people’s organization of that church. 
As most of the state conventions have 
taken affirmative action in this matter their 
delegates should be instructed to vote for 
it. 

This office has received several com- 
mendatory letters relative to the May 
(Junior) issue of the Rrevirw. Here is a 
sample: “It is with much pleasure that I 
received the Junior issue of the LUTHER 
_ LeAGUE REVIEW, and wish to congratulate 
and thank you for the many valuable helps 
found therein. It was with some uneasi- 
ness that I took charge of the Junior 
League work here the first of the year, and 
was somewhat puzzled as to what to do, but 
with your helps and plans, the way is 
clear, and there are many things that can 
be done with and for the Juniors, if one 
follows your suggestions.” I trust the June 
(Intermediate) issue was also helpful. 

The direction of treasurers is called to 
the advertisement of W. J. P. Meng of a 
“Treasurer’s Record.” Write for a sample 
leaflet. It. is very good. 

The receipts for May were $325.29, the 
expenditures $198.34. 


This is the last call for the Fort Wayne 
convention. It will be the most inspiring 
and practically helpful series of meetings . 
you can imagine. All the national leaders 
will be there. Among the speakers are: 
Rev. J. H. Harms, D. D., Rev. W. Krum- 
wiede, Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Rev. William 
Freas, Rev. A. Hering, Mrs. M. H. Frey, 
O. H. Rohde, Rev. H. J. Schuh, Rev. I. C. 
Hoffman, Rev. E. T. Horn, Dr. Amy 
Rohrer Neudoerrffer, Miss Mary Borth- 
wick, Rev. J. S. Albert, L. M. Waidelich, 
Mrs. Rosalyn Summer Sease, Miss Mary 
Markley, Rev. Paul Krause, Rev. L. M. 
Kuhns, Lit. D., Rev. F. H. Knubel, D. D. 
Think of the fine speeches! Think of the 
practical conferences! Think of the twen- 
ty-fifth anniversary mass meeting! Think 
of the Christian and social fellowship! 
And of course you will be there. 

Yours very truly, 
Harry HOopces, 
Pasig Secretary. 


FIRST UNITED STATES FLAG MADE 
BY LUTHERANS 

Whose is the honor of having made our 
first national emblem? Every one will say 
Betsy Ross. It appears, however, that this 
particular honor cannot be given to Miss 
Ross alone. No official or authentic record 
of the event was ever made, but by com- 
mon consent it has been ascribed to Betsy 
Ross. Out of the dim past we have what 
may prove to be actual facts. 

The other day while reading a number 
of old volumes of the Pennsylvania Maga- 
zine of History and Biography, I chanced 
upon a genealogical record of one Goran 
Kyn, one of the first Swedes to settle on the 
Delaware. This record, which has been 
compiled by Gregory Keen, a descendant, 
states that Miss Sarah Austin, a great- 
great-granddaughter of Kyn, with other 
ladies of the Gloria Dei church at Phila- 
delphia, made the first flag under the di- 
rection of the marine committee after the 
pattern adopted by Congress, June 14, 
1777. It was presented by the ladies to 
John Paul Jones, who hoisted it on his ship, 
the Ranger. This flag was rendered his- 
toric, because it was the flag that received 
the first salute granted the Star Spangled 
Banner in Europe. It was flown in the 
first action between the Ranger and the 
Drake, which later became the Soran and 
the Bon Homme Richard. 

From this it appears that the: honor of 
having made the first flag belongs, not to 
Betsy Ross alone, but to ladies of the 
Swedish Lutheran Gloria Dei church.— 
C. A. Gunderson, in the Lutheran Com- 
panion. ; 


EDITORIAL 


Harry Hopess, Editor, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; with W. C. 
Stoever, Litt.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; J. M. Reynolds, Valatie, 
N. Y.; I. S. Runyon, New 
York, N. Y.; A. T. Michler, 
Philadelphia, Pa., as special 
associates, and the coopera- 
tion of the Literature Com- 
mittee of the Luther League 
of America. Send all articles, 
communications and news 
items to 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“NATIONAL ANTHEM” 


The question is asked whether the 
United States really has a distinctive na- 
tional anthem corresponding to Germany’s 
“Die Wacht Am Rhein,” France’s “Mar- 
seillaise,” or England’s “God Save the 
King.” Many people know the words and 
tunes of the songs usually known as na- 
tional airs. Some think they know the 
authors and composers of these famous 
hymns, but do we? And do we, as Ameri- 
eans, have a real national hymn. There 
is no pride in saying so, but the United 
States cannot truly say it has a national 
song. As Americans, we have borrowed 
from other countries. Our hymn writers 
have fitted words to the melodies and airs 
of Englishmen, Frenchmen and Germans. 
We have naturally come to accept them as 
the American spirit expressed in youth. In 
reality they are foreign to our soil and 
are children by adoption. 

Even the great song of Francis Scott 
Key is set to music other than American. 
It is a fact that the music to which “The 
Star Spangled Banner” is sung resound- 
ed through the coffee and ale houses of 
London while America was yet a loyal col- 
ony of England, and before the iron grasp 
of English tyranny had led our fathers to 
sever the yoke that bound us to England. 
_-Notring more than a jolly drinking song 
did Samuel Arnold have in mind when he 
composed the music we use to “The Star 
Spangled Banner” and fitted appropriate 
‘words to it, and called it “To Anacreon in 
Heaven.” It became immensely popular in 
‘the taprooms and public houses of Eng- 
land. Finally it drifted to the colonies. 
Here Samuel Treat Payne, Jr., set verses 
to it and called it “Adams and Liberty.” 

Not until the British invasion and the 
burning of Washington by the English in 
1814; when Francis Scott Key was in- 


. ; spired by American success at Fort Henry, 
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and wrote the immortal words: “Oh, say 
can you see by the dawn’s early light?” 
did it receive true American adoption. 

Francis Scott Key was born in 1780 in 
Maryland. At the time of the war of 
1812, brought on by British aggression, 
Key was a lawyer of some note, practicing 
at the bar both in Washington and Balti- 
more. He died in 1848, but is best known 
by the hymn “The Star Spangled Banner,” 
though a book of his poems was published 
about fourteen years after his death. 

“Yankee Doodle” is an importation. For 
this we must thank our English cousins. 
The British redeoats introduced it into 
Boston ten years before the Revolution. It 
was used with various doggerel verses to 
make fun of the Puritans on Sunday. When 
the British troops marched to Lexington, 
April 19, 1775, “Yankee Doodle” was 
played in derision. When they retreated 
the American minute men whistled “Yan- 
kee Doodle” to hurry the flying redcoats 
back to Boston town. By the end of the 
Revolutionary War, the air had been gen- 
erally adopted by the Continental army. 

“Dixie” is not a Southern composition, 
as many suppose. It was composed by a 
Northerner who recently died in Chicago 
at an advanced age. 

“America,” sung by school children and 
in the churches, is the national air of Eng- 
land, “God Save the King.” The “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” was an old south- 
ern Sunday school song transplanted to 
Fort Warren, where a satire on a Scotch- 
man in the Twelfth Massachusetts was 
fitted to it. While Dr. and Mrs. Howe 
were in the South, it is said, they heard the 
song, and it was suggested that Mrs. Howe 
write some better words. She did this 
and as a result we have the “Battle Hymn 
of the Republic.” Thus it appears that 
many familiar old songs have more than 
one set of words written by different 
authors and in such cases the name of the 
composer of the music better identifies the 
piece, though such is not always the case. 


League News Items 


SEND IN THE NEWS—tThe other Leagues want to know what YOU are doing You want them to know 
of your activities. This department is a clearing hause for ideas in entertainment and good works. If 


yours is not represented it is because we do not hear 1rom you. 


hands by the tenth of the month. 


NEW YORK 

SAUGERTIES 

—The forty-third convention of the Rhine- 
beck District Luther League was held Tuesday, 
May 4. The convention theme was “Learn to 
Know Your Church,” treated under the follow- 
ing headings, ‘““Why? (a) Because of. Its Doc- 
trinal Purity, (b) Because of Its World Wide 
Mission; How? (a) By Use of Its Authorized 
Literature, (b) Through the Efforts of Church 


Organization,” and in a round table discussion 
on “What I Have Learned of My Church 
Through the Luther League.” The addresses 


of the convention were made by the Rey. 
George Hipsley, D.D., on ‘Lutheranism in the 
Hudson Valley,” and by the Rev. W. E. Traver, 
on “Lutheran Relief Work in Europe.’ ‘The 
following officers were elected: President, 
Everett Couse, Poughkeepsie; vice-president, 
Lewis H. Kleeber, Saugerties; recording secre- 
tary, Lillian Hahn, Poughkeepsie; corresnond- 
ing secretary, Catherine Rosa, Kingston; treas- 
urer, Alfred Kohler, Kingston. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

PITTSBURGH 

—The fifty-fifth convention of the Pittepeeeh 
District Luther League was held in Mt. Zion 
Wnglish Church, HE. E., Pittsburgh, Rey. H. E. 
Harman, pastor, on May 13 

The convention-theme was ‘“More Consecrated 
Service by the Luther Leaguer.” The morning 
session was devoted to business and to an ad- 
dress by the Rey. Carl W. Becker, Pitts- 
burgh, on “Consecration.” At the afternoon 
session following the devotional services Mr. 
Charles W. Fuhr conducted a Junior and In- 
termediate session in the auditorium, while 
simultaneous conferences were conducted by 
Mr. D. C. Hill on “District Chairman of Branch 
Rallies,’ Mr. Lewis R. Lenhart on ‘Presidents 
and Vice-Presidents”’; Mr. Clifford H. Parker on 
“Secretaries and Treasurers,’ and Mr. ©. W. 
Herman Hess on “Local Committee Work.” At 
the main session at 3:30 p. m. the main theme 
of the convention was presented in three parts: 
“In Preparing for the Devotional Meeting,” 
by Miss Mary MacLaughlin; “In the Devotion- 
al Meeting,” by Harry O. Carlson; “In Every- 
day Life,” by Arthur J. Keller. Following 
these papers there was a general discussion. 

The grand rally was held at 7:30. The Rey. 
Ellis B. Burgess, D.D., president of the Pitts- 
burgh Synod, delivered an address on “Luther 
League Enthusiasm.” The convention was well 
attended and the delegates having heard the 
various speakers were prepared to go back io 
their various Leagues much stronger and bet- 
ter Luther Leaguers. 
LANSDALE 

—A Junior rally was held in Trinity Church 
on June 5. An interesting program of exer- 
cises, missionary recitations, was rendered by 
the Lansdale Juniors, aided by a number from 
Norristown and Limerick. 
PERKASIE 

—The Junior Society of St. Andrew’s Church 
recently conducted a model Junior meeting at 
the Senior League meeting in their own church, 


and on June 22 conducted a similar meeting | 


before the Senior League of Sellersville. (Note 
—Conducting meetings in this way is not only 
excellent practice for your Juniors, but is a 
sure way of creating interest in the work with 
the Juniors.) 


All news items must be in the Editer’s 


PHILADELPHIA 

—At the spring meeting of the Philadelphia 
District League, the Juniors of St. Paul’s 
Church very effectively rendered the pageant, 
“Luther’s Coat of Arms,” depicting our Luther 
League emblem, and the meaning of its various 
parts. The president and treasurer of the 
Junior Society of Trinity, Norristown, each 
read a paper on the duties of their respective 
offices. Miss Marion Potts in her address 
“Called to the Colors,” made an eloquent and 
telling plea for the organization of more Junior 
Leagues. Junior literature was distributed by 
the children, and altogether a lasting impres- 
sion made of the possibilities in the work 
among the children. 

—In gay and festive attire, and before an 
audience which filled a hall secured for the 
evening, the Juniors of Zion’s Church, Olney, 
stepped forth from Story Book Land, and as 
Little Bo Peep, Jack and Jill, Red Riding 
Hood, The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe, 
and all the rest of our childhood favorites, 
splendidly presented ‘Mother Goose and Her 
Missionary Children,” a clever sketch with a 
missionary message which afforded an evening’s 
entertainment, and aroused interest in the work 
of the Junior League. The children, under the 
direction of Miss Anna Schuler, rendered their 
parts well. 

SELLERSVILLE 

—A Junior rally was held in St. Michael’s 
Church, Saturday, May 22, with over a hundred 
ehildren present. A program of songs and ex- 
ercises was well rendered by the Juniors, spe- 
cial features being a missionary exercises, 
“Waiting for the Doctor,” by the Sellersville 
Juniors in costume, and “Little Lights,’ an- 
other missionary exercise, and a pageant, ‘““Luth- 
er’s Coat of Arms,” given by the Juniors of 
South Perkasie, who enthisiee at came in 
two trucks to attend the rally. “Story 
Hour” for the children, with ep told by 
Miss Mehlhouse, followed the program. 

—The twenty-seventh annual convention of 
the Luther League of Pennsylvania will be held 
in Christ Church, East End, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
July 9, 10 and 11; Rey. J. I. Schaud is pastor 
of the local congregation. 

The program has been arranged which will 
consider the theme, “Our New Problems.” 
Among the participants who are on the pro- 
gram are the Rey. Lewis C. Manges, Harris- 
burg, Pa.; the Rey. Charles P. Maclaughlin, 
D.D., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Rev. Joseph B. Baker, 
Gettysburg, Pa.; 7, bee Henry L. Spangler, Gun. 
tur, India; O. Rohde, vice-president Luther 
League of Poot Toledo, Ohio. 

The convention will be self entertaining and 
any information desired can be secured from 
Miss Stella J. Schaeffer, secretary Luther 
League of Pennsylvania, 554 North Water 
street, York, ‘ 

The date for the convention has been ar- 
ranged so that the Luther Leaguers from Penn- 
sylvania can attend the Pittsburgh convention, 
and then continue to Fort Wayne, Ind., to at- 
tend the convention of the Luther League of 
America. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
WINSTON-SALEM ‘ 
—The Luther League of Augsburg Church 
has placed complimentary copies of the Ameri- 
can Lutheran Survey and the Lutheran in the 
public library of the city. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
CALIFORNIA 


—Lutheran men and young women at Pre- 
sidio and other San Francisco military head- 
quarters. Pastors who know of young women 
who are nurses, or young men who are in serv- 
ice either in the army, navy, or marine corps, 
located at the Presidio, San Francisco, or Forts 
Scott, Riley, Funston, Barry, Baker, McDowell, 
Aleatraz or Benicia Arsenal, California, or in 
Letterman General Hospital, San Francisco, or 
Marine Hospital, or the Navy Hospital and 
Navy Station at Mare Island, or the Navy 
Training Station on Goat Island, San Fran- 
ciseo, will send word giving the name and ad- 
dress. The representative of the National Lu- 
theran Commission for that section will be glad 
to call upon and minister to all such. Address 
Rev. H. M. Leech, 2501 Webster street, Berke- 
ley, Cal. - 

OHIO 


AKRON 

—Luther Leaguers are more than pleased 
with the success attending our Sunday evening 
meetings. The social hour from five to six 
o’clock has given a chance for all to become 
acquainted. At six, we enjoy a light lunch to- 
gether, and at six-thirty have an hour of devo- 
tion and of study. 

—Junior contests—The Juniors of Trin- 
ity Church, Akron, Ohio, had a ‘Called 
to the Colors’ contest, with credits for 
new members, attendance, ete., and at the 
close of the contest a “Victory Cele- 
bration” was held, of which the following 
speaks for itself: “Junior Luther League con- 
test is over! As a climax to this most exciting 
battle the White and Red teams, on Saturday, 
April 17, royally entertained the victorious 
‘blues’ with a picnic supper at the church. 
After those delicious eats even the defeated 
teams decided that they had enjoyed the after- 
noon; and the ‘blues’ concluded that their fel- 
low Junior Leaguers were good losers anyway.” 
(Trinity Luther Leaguer.) 


OREGON 
PORTLAND 

—It has been a long time since any Luther 
League news has drifted back Hast about the 
West coast, or, as one of the speakers of the 
World Service Campaign remarked, ‘from way 
out here, the end of God’s green earth.’ Luther 
League work which for the past two years has 
been a very toilsome and seemingly fruitless 
work, is beginning to show signs of good re- 
sults, not only in the local Leagues of Portland 
but also throughout the entire Northwest. The 
St. James League of this city has been making 
a material advance both in membership and 
extent of its work. 

On March 18 we omitted our League devo- 
tional meeting and visited the League at Van- 
couver, Wash., and the visit resulted in con- 
firming the friendship and mutual feelings of 
both Leagues. 

Our local president visited Tacoma and Seat- 
tle, Wash., and found the work showing signs 
of a great future. Our beautiful city, Port- 
land, known throughout the world ag the “Rose 
City,” has and will be the center of numerous 
conventions during this year, and in all proba- 
bility will be the convention city for the Luther 
Leagues of Oregon and Washington, the thing 
still undecided being the date. If we of St. 
James are selected, we shall most assuredly 
show our fellow Leaguers what Oregon hos- 


pitality is. 
KANSAS 


_ —I hope you will prayerfully consider send- 
ing a delegate to the national convention. They 
will have a strong program and good speakers. 
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No chureh is stronger than its young people. 
We must not fail her in this time of great need. 
Those who attend this convention will get a 
world vision of service and I can’t impress too 
much the value of some one of your society 
being there-——A. J. Beil, president. 

EMPORIA 


—The Emporia League has four of its mem- 
bers attending Midland College, one a member 
of the faculty, another private secretary to the 
president of the college, and two others stu- 
dents, which led special significance to the ob- 
servance of the day set aside for the considera- 
tion of Christian education and colleges on 
February 29, when letters telling of the bene- 
fits derived from attending our Christian col- 
leges were read from the Leaguers attending 
Midland College. 

—On January 25, the Junior and Interme- 
diate Leagues of St. Mark’s Church gave their 
annual foreign missionary program. Musical 
numbers, a reading, “A Chinese Girl,” and 
exercise, ‘Wishes,’ by six Junior girls, a 
pageant, “Darkness and Light,” by the Inter- 
mediates, and a review of some of the work of 
the foreign field, made up a most successful 
program, 

—The Luther League of St. Mark’s Church, 
J. J. Clemens, pastor, has invited the State 
League to hold its annual convention in HKm- 
poria. A Brotherhood Bible class has been or- 
ganized in this church. The congregation hopes 
to raise the $400 mark in its effort for Huro- 
nean relief. The quota assigned to them was 
B44 ; the first offering totaled $340. 

—Hmporia, Kan., Juniors are having an 
“Automobile Race,” to increase the attendance. 
A chart with a course of 600 miles to Chicago, 
Ill., has been made, one inch representing twelve 
and a half miles, and the principal cities marked 
thereon, and the result is eagerly awaited. 
EUREKA 


—A League was formally organized here on 
February 15, after a series of preliminary meet- 
ings, and the outlook is bright for a flourishing 
and live organization. 

RUSSELL 


—This League reports social and devotional 
activities showing a flourishing condition. At 
the regular yearly business meeting the follow- 
ing officers were elected: President, Herbert 
Boxberger; secretary, Erma Young; treasurer, 
John Stoecher. 

WICHITA 


—St. Paul’s League has elected the following 
officers for the year: President, Jessie Rosen- 
koetter; vice-president, Elizabeth Yungmeyer ; 
treasurer, Genevieve McAfee; secretary, Albert 
Swanson. This League, besides being active 
along social lines, has subscribed toward the 
payment of the church loan. 


WISCONSIN 

MADISON 

—The Rey. N. D. Goehring, student pastor 
at Madison, and president of the Luther League 
of Wisconsin, has accepted a call to take up 
Similar work with the University of Kansas at 
Lawrence, Kan. 
OSHKOSH 
_ —The Juuther League of Wisconsin will meet 
in annual convention on June 29-30 and July 
2, in St. John’s Church, Rey. J. S. Albert, 
pastor. 
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“Your world will be wide or narrow ac- 
cording as you build your fences shutting 
other lives out or in.” 


Puther 


Luther Leaque of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., Octeber 30 and 31, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 

President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 85 South Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Il. 

First Vice-President, O. C. Roupr, 1422 Birchall Rd., 
Homeville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. Rapps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, Harry Hopces, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Executive Committee 


Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 

Secretary, Literature Secretary, Trasurer, 
3 and the following members: 

Hon. E, F. Emert (Chairman), 318 West 89th St., 
New York City. 

WILLIAM C. StToeverR, Lit. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. E. A. TRABERT, 2704 Dana St., Berkeley, Cal. 

O. C. C. Fetta, Indianapolis, Ind. 

I. S. Runyon, New York. 

Rev. G. F. Geur, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 

JaMES M. ReyYNOLDS, Valatie, N. Y. 

Rev. M. J. Bieser, D.D., Winnipeg, Canada. 


f= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 
Hon. E. F. E1Lert, New York. 
I. S. Runyon, New York. 
Rev. Yost BRANDT, Albany, N. Y. 
Prof. H. G. DeININGER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Mary St. JoHN, R. F. D., Troy, N. Y. 


Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C 
W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, Ind, 
Rev. C. H. BeckMAN, Galt, Ont., Can. 
Rev. C. A. NAUMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen, S. D. 
WitttaAm Ecx, Albany, N. Y. 


Junior and Intermediate Committee 
Rev. A. T. MIcHLER (Chairman), 3341 No. 18th St., 
Tioga, Philadelphia, Pa, 
CHARLES W, FuHur, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
O. C. RoxupgE, Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss B. MEHLHOUSE, Norristown, Pa. 
Miss L. W. Rice, Baltimore, Md. 
Rev. C. M. TreuFEL, Middletown, Md. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., GEO. C. ZECHER, 42 Dewey Ave., New Rochelle. 
Sec., Miss Martz E. HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., 
Brooklyn. 
Treas., Louis A. BImL, 1529 St. Vincent St., Utica. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., WM. H. MENGES, Menges Mills. 

Sec., SteLtaA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. BrAveR, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY— 
Ww 


Pres., Dr. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. 

Cee ae E. Fiscuer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
beth. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 

Pres., KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Carthage. 

Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., Chi- 
cago. 

Treas., CARL MEYER, 4918 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., Grover F. Incen, R. R. 5, Springfield, Ohio. 

Corr. Sec., Miss BLANCHE FRASER, 629 No. Lime- 
stone St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Treas., RaAyMonD Lutz, 18°S. Howard St., Akron. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. N. D. GorHrRING, 485 Lake St., Madison. 
See., Lyptid Mor.Lier, 1569 Eighth St., Milwaukee. 
Treas., EpitH Horn, 318 Virginia Ave., Platteville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., Rev. RatpH D. WHmrADON, Hoagland, Indiana. 
Sec., Louise Nees, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 
Treas., W. F. RENz, 3416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., Miss WILMA MILLER, Council Bluffs. 
Sec., Miss MILDRED TAYLOR, Iowa City. 
Treas., Morris LESHER, Burlington. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., Hinry STELLNER, Aberdeen. 
Sec., A. F. Bracstap, Sioux Falls. 
Treas., R. B. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CARL BARTSCH, 3111 29th Ave., Minne- 
apolis. 

Sec., CARL JACKSON, 118 W. Seventh St., Duluth. 

Treas., RuTH ANDERSON, Lindstrom. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— : 
Pres., FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 76 Webster St., Meri- 


en, 
Sec., Miss CELE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., Bridgeport. 
Treas., WILLIAM REIScH, Plantsville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 
Pres., C. R. Stupsr, Pullman, Wash. 
Sec., MaRTHA WALLAND, 1928 So. L St., Tacoma, Wash. 
Treas., C. E. JArGEeR, Chehalis, Wash. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

Sec., Miss BertHA DUBPRFELDT, Barada. 

Treas., Miss EpDNA SNELL, 6303 Binney St., Omaha. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

Pres., ALFRED J. Brit, 1032 E. Military St., Fremont. 
Sec., Nettiz ANDERSON, Midland College, Fremont. 
Treas., Ropert ALBACH, 618 W. 4th St., Lawrence. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Pres., H. R. WAGNER, 18 Merrill Ave., Detroit. 
See., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Phila., East Detroit. 
Treas., A. ELrers, 183 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Pres., Geo. W. NELSON, Lutheran Seminary, Columbia, 
S.C. 

Sec., HucH RHYNE, Lenoir College, Hickory. 

Treas., Miss BERTHA CLINE, Statesville. 


District Leagues in States Not Organized 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 “L” St., N. W. 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 8262 “‘N” St., N. W. 
Treas., Miss RosE BRIGHT, 1505 Decatur St., N. W. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 
Pres., Cuas. L. TRABERT, 2736 Elmwood Ave., Berkeler 
Sec., DororHy RoEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. — 
Treas., Myron HesrTorrr, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., Cari M. Distier, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 
Sec., Marizg BE. Bercer, 21 E. Barney, Baltimore. 


Treas., HELEN STEGMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave., Balti- , 


more, Md. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA— 

Pres., Mr. JESSEN HirRTLE, Bridgewater, N. S. 

Sec., Miss IDA WeENTzEL, Bridgewater. 

Treas., Miss GLapys ConraAD, Bridgewater. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— 

Pres., Mr. JouHN Msrtzcer, Martins Ferry. Ohio. 

Sec., Miss EstrLLA SHeEpP, Bridgeport, Ohio. 

Treas., Miss MARIAN SryiEr, Marietta, Mio, 
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Hints for Senior Leaders 


BY THE REV. J. S. ALBERT. 


GENERAL SUGGESTIONS— APPLICATION OF 
Toric. 


1. That the right application of the topic 
material may be made to be of the utmost 
service to every member depends upon the 
foresight and adeptness of the leader. Many 
a meeting is considered dry and uninter- 
esting, not due to the facts that have been 
given, but due to the way in which they 
have been given. Many times we hear the 
expression used at Luther League con- 
ventions that the topics are so dry. 

2. No meeting need be dry if the topic 
presented has been applied to the urgent 
calls and opportunities for service that are 
before the young people today. The great 
doctrines, the wonderful history, and the 
impelling work of the Church, if presented 
in a prayerful, interesting (which es- 
pecially means PREPARATION) and grip- 
ping way cannot help but inspire the 
young people to say, “Here am I, Lord, 
send me.” 

3. In the application of the topic leaders 
should remember the latent powers, the 
abundant resources for Christian work that 
are waiting to be used and apply the topic 
so as to develop the desire and the will to 
do in every member. The right arrange- 
ment of the facts, the provoking of gen- 
uine interest, and the developing of earn- 
estness are the important things to re- 
member in the presentation of the topic. 

4, This requires work, and hard work. 
No: slip-shod method of preparation; no 
“what’s the topic this evening” when it’s 
time to begin; no choosing of hymns with- 
out their bearing upon the topic; no hasty 
prayer on the spur of the moment; no 
dragging of the meeting because not 
knowing what to do next; but a live, in- 
teresting, enthusiastic, well prepared meet- 
ing brings the best results. It pays to 
“PRAY and WORK.” 


SUGGESTIONS FOR TOPICS. 


July 4—Aim: To instill gratitude to Al- 
mighty God for His guiding Providence in 
the Development of our Country. 

Hymns 1386, 52, 51, 46, 185. Psalm 67. 
Collect to be used—O God, who by Thy 
Providence didst lead our forefathers to 
this land wherein they found refuge from 
oppression and freedom to worship Thee: 
We beseech Thee ever to guide our Nation 


in the way of Thy truth and peace, so 
that we may never fail in the blessing 
which Thou hast promised to that people 
whose God is the Lord; through Jesus 
Christ Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Papers on the following subjects may be 
prepared: God’s Hand in the Discovery of 
America; In the Revolutionary War; In 
the Civil War; In Reconstruction Days; In 
the Spanish-American War; In the World 
War; In the Present Crisis. Close with 
regular service. Thank offering may be 
taken. 

July 11—Aim: To further 
the work of Inner Missions. 

Hymns 162, 157, 178, 19, 194, 225. Psalm 
72. Prayer. Consult Ohl’s “The Inner 
Mission” and kindred books. Papers to be 
prepared on “The Deaconness Work,” 
“Tutheran Institutions of Mercy in Amer- 
ica,” “The Call for Workers.” Close in 
regular way with offering for Inner Mis- 
sion cause. Enlist interest especially in 
the Synodical Inner Mission work with 
which local church is connected. 

July 18—Aims: To fortify members 
against persecutions today. 

Hymns 88, 40, 140, 205, 209, 223, 224. 
Psalm 122. Prayer by leader. Discussion 
of topic by summary from LUTHER LEAGUE 
REVIEW and the Church Papers. Practical 
talk on “What are the persecutions Chris- 
tians must suffer today?” Closing service. 


July 25—Hymns 167-170. Psalm 19. 
Prayer that we may read God’s Word 
aright. Question Box on “Best Methods 
for Bible Reading.” Talk for the Fam- 
ily Altar. “Importance of Bible Read- 
ing,” another good topic for discussion. 
Emphasize the Daily Bible Readings in the 
LutHEeR LEAGUE REVIEW. Discuss “No one 
ean know English Literature who is de- 
ficient in Bible Knowledge.” Closing 
service. 


EFFICIENT TREASURER’S RECORD 


Simple, complete, concise, convenient and inexpen- 
sive. A “Time Saver,” that adds pleasure and effect 
to the service of treasurers of the Church, Sunday 
School, Luther League, District and State League, 
ete. Published for the cause—Not for profit. 


interest in 


Write at once for particulars. 
W. J. P. MENG. 14 North Peoria St., Chicago, Ill. 


MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


in twenty four hundred churches. 
fications and estimates on request. 


The highest grade instruments. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogs, Speci- 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland 


Luther League Topics 


Fifth Sunday 
after Trinity. July 4, 1920. 


GOD’S HAND IN OUR HISTORY 


(Biblical—Patriotic—Independence Day) 


Micah 4:1-7. 
DatLty BisteE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Acts 19:1-20; evening, Eccles. 
8 31-17. 

Tuesday—Morning, I Cor. 1:1-17; evening, Eccles. 
931-18. 

Wednesday—Morning, I Cor. 1:18-81; evening, Kc- 
eles. 10:1-20. 


Thursday—Morning, I Cor. 2:1-16; evening, Ec- 
cles. 11:1-10. 

Friday—Morning, I Cor. 3:1-23; evening, Eccles. 
12 :1-14. 


Saturday—Morning, I Cor. 4:1-21; evening, Job 


11:1-12. 
(J. L. Berger.) 


When we review briefly the history of 
our country, we can see the work of God’s 
hand at all turns. In 1492 when Columbus 
started across the “sea of darkness” as'the 
ocean was known at that time, with. three 
small vessels, was it not the hand of God 
that directed these men across the waters 
to this new country, was it not the hand of 
God that encouraged these men on their 
voyage and gave them cheer, after hav- 
ing been en route so long? What was the 
first thing Columbus and his men did when 
they set foot on the new world? They all 
fell to their knees and thanked God. 

Again we can directly see the work of 
God’s hand in safely bringing to America 
the Pilgrims in the “Mayflower” in 1620; 
also in caring for them and protecting them 
thru that terrible winter, and in making 
treaties with the Indians. In going over 
the incident of the Indian war in 1675-76, 
we see the work of God at all times. 

The life of Benjamin Franklin, the great 
discoverer, seems to be full of God and the 
works of God, in his discovery of the print- 
ing press, electricity, and in helping write 
the Declaration of Independence and other 
deeds. George Washington, our first Presi- 
dent, was a God-fearing and a God-loving 
man. His truthfulness, kindness, earnest- 
ness, are all marks of his Christian living. 
All thru his life we can see God’s guidance 
—as a leader in the armies of the United 
States in the War of the Revolution and 
as a leader of the people as our President. 

On thru the lives of all of the leading 
characters of our American history and as 
we review hurriedly the many incidents of 
the Civil War of 1861-65, we can see the 
hand of God directing the leaders of men, 
the same as he directed the leaders of men 
in the Old Testament history. Inasmuch 
as history records the advances and strug- 


gles of a nation, does it not seem, especial- 
ly during the struggle, when so many lives 
are sacrified and so much blood shed, that 
God has deserted all. No, for if we look 
thru the dark cloud of war, we can see 
God directing, guiding and ruling all, as 
the many miracles performed by Him in 
these times prove to us that He is with us 
always. For is it not by this loss of lives 
and shedding of blood that we are made 
to realize that God controls all, do not 
these things draw us closer to Him? 

In studying over our American history 
we find a hard struggle after each war, a 
panic, or something of that nature, but 
after same is over look at the progress 
made then by our country. This advance 
usually does not come until after the people 
are brought to Christ and made to realize 
that God controls all. 

Many incidents in the recent Great World 
War show the direct work of God’s hand. 
To many this may seem doubtful, when we 
look over the devastated region of Europe, 
look into the face of the starving, freezing, 
bleeding children of Belgium and other. 
countries, look over the terrible destruc- 
tion, morally, physically, and financially 
of the many nations. But only one thing 
is necessary to prove that God’s hand was 
shown in this war, and that is, that same 
was won by civilized nations and not by 
their cruel, inhuman enemies. 

Then too, God’s hand worked wonders 
in you and in me in bearing the burdens | 
and additional responsibilities placed upon 
us, in bearing the grief in the loss of 
those near and dear to us on _ the 
battlefields, in making the needed sac- 
rifices that our brothers and sons might 
go into the services, and last but not 
least, in drawing us nearer and nearer to 
Jesus Christ. For doubtless every evening 
many a prayer was uttered by those who 
never prayed before for their loved ones 
afar off, and too, in bringing a greater 
and better fellowship among men. 

Thus in going over our American his- 
tory, from Columbus to today, we can di- 
rectly see the work of God’s hand at all 
times. We can see God in every modern 
convenience and appliance, inasmuch as 
He is Director, Guider and Ruler of all. 

If ever the words of our scripture 
should be spread it is today. For all 
swords should be made into plowshares 
and all spears into pruning hooks in this 
time of underproduction, that the Horn of 
Plenty may exist. 


The Luther League Topics, complete lessons (of which the above are outlines and review) in 32-page 
pamphlet covering three months can be supplied at rates given on page 35 by LuTHpR LEAGUE REVIEW, 


318-326 West 89th Street, New York City. 
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Sixth Sunday 
after Trinity. July 11, 1920. 


THE MINISTRY OF MERCY 
(Inner Missions) 
(Missionary) 


Matt. 25 :31-40. 

DaILy BiBte READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, I Cor. 5:1-13; 
718-22. 
Tuesday—Morning, 
*“Wednesday—Morning, I Cor. 7:1-24; evening, Job 
11-26. 
Thursday—morning, I Cor. 7:25-40; 


evening, Job 


i 


I Cor. 6:1-20; evening, Job. 


evening, Job 
Friday—Morning, I Cor. 8:1-13; evening, Job 
iT, 


evening, Job 


a ot ~ wo i] 
o* i 


Saturday—Morning, E €or. 91-27; 
1-30 


‘(Compiled by Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 
Some True Stories of How Inner Mission 
Work Was Begun. 


(1) How John Falk Found More Chil- 
dren Than He Lost. John Falk sat in his 
home in Germany with his head bowed in 
despair. For the fourth time in one month 
the death angel had entered his door and 
claimed one of his children. He said the 
grave had the best part of his life, and 
that he wanted to die too. While he sat, a 
knock sounded at his door and he was told 
that there were some little children at his 
door begging shelter and bread. There 
flashed to his mind the words of the kind- 
ly old burgomaster when the people of his 
native town had announced that they would 
send John Falk to the great university of 
Halle. The old man had said, “One thing 
only do we ask of you. If a poor child 
should ever knock at your door, think it is 
we, the dead, the old, gray-headed burgo- 
masters of Dantzic, and do not turn us 
away.” Then he thought of another who 
had given him the same commission in His 
word. He stopped mourning hopelessly for 
his own children and opened his door to 
orphans. He gathered in children from 
the streets and waysides. ‘Come in,” he 
said to them, “God has taken my four an- 
gels, and spared me that I might be your 
father.” 

Falk’s work did not stop with the orphan 
children. He found many who were in an 
even worse condition—the children of rob- 
bers and criminals and children deserted 
by their parents. For them he opened a 
reformatory which had no locks nor bars, 
but which held all those who came to it, 
by love. John Falk is in the eternal home 
now surrounded not only by the children he 
thought he had lost, but also by the hun- 
dreds he found, and the work of caring 
for orphans and needy children which he 
started has grown to be one of the largest 
and best of Inner Missions activities. 

(2) How Kaiserwerth was Begun. On 
a September day in 1833, a woman was 
walking down the streets of Kaiserwerth 
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on the Rhine. The woman, whose name 
was Minna, had just come from behind a 
prison door, and now no other door would 
open to her. She knocked at one after an- 
other. “A discharged female convict!” the 
people said as they drew back from her. 
Who indeed would risk an open door to a 
discharged convict! Door after door she 
tried but all were closed in her face until 
she knocked at one that bore the name 
“Fliedner.” It opened and when it closed 
Minna was inside. The great-hearted Pas- 
tor Theodore Fliedner and his great-heart- 
ed wife decided that the small summer- 
house of their parsonage garden should 
prove a shelter of rest and hope for the 
weary convict. Messages of hope fly fast. 
One by one convicts heard of that little 
house in the garden. Then Theodore 
Fliedner saw a great vision. He realized 
that the Lord had laid on His church more 
than the mere preaching of His gospel 
from church pulpits once a week. The 
need of a daily incarnation of that Gospel 
in the lives of those who should give meat 
to the hungry, and drink to the thirsty, 
who should take in strangers and clothe 
the naked, who should visit the sick and 
minister to those in prison, lay heavily on 
his heart. 

He saw that, if the poor and needy were 
to be cared for, some one must be trained 
to do the work. So three years after he 
opened his door to the homeless, hopeless 
convict, he opened the doors of the first 
Deaconess Motherhouse. Today that one 
Motherhouse has been multiplied to eighty- 
eight in the Kaiserwerth Union and that 
one deaconess to 21,975. All over the world 
have gone these deaconesses from the Kai- 
serwerth institutions until the name of 
that once unknown town on the Rhine has 
become world-famed and world-loved. 

How Deaconesses Came to America. In 
1849 a party of five engaged passage on a 
German ship bound for America. In this 
party were the first four deaconesses 
America had ever known, together with 
Theodore Fliedner, the great man of the 


-Kaiserwerth. Back of that party was the 


splendid faith and vision of Dr. William 
A. Passavant, the pioneer hero of the In- 
ner Mission in America. When Dr. Pas- 
savant visited Kaiserwerth he was so much 
impressed with the work of the deaconesses 
that he petitioned Pastor Fliedner to bring 
some of his Sisters to America, and left a 
sum of money to pay for the passage of 
this first party, which located.at Pitts- 
burgh, where Pastor Fliedner himself dedi- 
cated the hospital. In 1893 the work was 
reorganized and the Motherhouse trans- 
ferred to Milwaukee. In 1884 another 
party of seven Sisters came to take charge 
of the Lankenau hospital in Philadelphia. 
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The Lutheran Church alone now has 
nine Motherhouses in America with nearly 
four hundred deaconesses under their care, 
and other denominations have followed in 
the work first introduced to America by 
Dr. Passavant. 

What the Inner Mission Does. You 
know what Home Missions are doing and 
what wonders are being wrought by For- 
eign Missions, but many there are who do 
not know what the blessed ministry of the 
Inner Mission is accomplishing in this 
world of sin and suffering. 

As my name indicates, I am the form 
of mission work which operates within the 
church. If I tell you some of the things I 
do, I am sure you will be more interested 
in my work. 

1. I preach the Word to those who have 
strayed from the fold. I conduct city mis- 
sions and hold evangelistic services for 
those who are fallen. I circulate the Bible 
and Christian literature to reclaim men 
and women for the Kingdom of God. 

2. I care for and train needy children 
in Day Nurseries, Schools and Sunday 
Schools. I provide Homes for Orphans 
and Industrial Schools for training poor 
children. 

3. I give domestic training to many, and 
furnish safe shelter for working girls. 

4. My arm of protection is thrown 
around those who are imperiled. I follow 
the immigrant who leaves his native land, 
place the Word of God in his hand and give 
him counsel and assistance. I welcome him 
upon his arrival in the new land, help him 
in the many difficulties which meet him, 
and introduce him to the church. 1 have 
Missions and Homes for Seamen, and 
Christian Inns or Hospices for men and 
women in the great cities. 

5. I reach out my hands to save and pro- 
tect those who are in danger. I have Res- 
cue Homes for boys and girls who have 
been tempted, to save them from falling 
lower. 

6. I make warfare against immorality 
and intemperance and seek to reclaim the 
fallen in Magdalene Homes and Asylums 
for inebriates. 

7. I meet the convicts and discharged 
prisoners with sympathy and love and do 
all I can to help them to a new life. 

8. I maintain Christian hospitals to 
skillfully and tenderly care for the sick 
and the needy. 

9. All the defectives, the deaf, the dumb, 
the blind, the crippled, the epileptic, the 
feeble-minded and insane, the aged and in- 
firm, are my care. I provide homes for 
them, and care for the incurable. 

+0. I meet all the ills of social life. I 
eare for the poor. I establish labor col- 
onies and relief stations. i 
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11. I study housing conditions and seek 
to surround people with the proper environ- 
ment, 

12. I train deaconesses and send them 
out all over the world wherever there is 
sin and need and suffering. 

18. I am more than philanthropy, more 
than sociology, more than social service. 
I alleviate need and distress, but I do more 
than change the environment of men. I 
change their hearts through the only Gos- 
pel which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion. I meet the sin, which is the cause of 
all suffering with the atonement of the 
Saviour, who came into the world to save 
sinners. 

Seventh Sunday 
after Trinity. July 18, 1920. 
FIRST PERSECUTIONS OF CHRIS- 
TIANS IN ROME—A. D. 64 
(Church History) 


(A. J. Beil.) 
DaILy BisLeE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, I Cor. 10:1-13; 
7:1-21. 
: Tuesday—Morning, I Cor. 10:14-38; evening, Job 
21-22. 
; oeusday = arene: I Cor. 11:1-16; evening, Job 
21-35. 
a a I Cor. 11:17-84; evening, Job 


evening, Job 


10 

Deb egleincsigwr ci” I Cor. 12:1-81; evening, Job 
11:1-20, 

Saturday—Morning, I Cor. 13:1-13; evening, Job 
12 31-25. 


Christians in Rome. The preaching of 
Paul and Peter in Rome was an epoch in 
the history of the church. It gave an im- 
pulse to the growth of Christianity. Their 
martyrdom was even more effective in the 
end: it cemented the bond of union between 
the Jewish and Gentile converts, and con- 
secrated the soil of the heathen metropolis. 
Jerusalem crucified the Lord, Rome _ be- 
headed and crucified his chief apostles and 
plunged the whole Roman church into a 
baptism of blood. 

Nero. The first of these imperial perse- 
cutions with which the martyrdom of 
Peter and Paul is connected by ecclesiasti- 
cal tradition, took place in the tenth year 
of Nero’s reign, A. D. 64. We read his 
life with mingled feelings of contempt for 
his folly, and horror of his wickedness. 
The world was to him a comedy and a 
tragedy, in which he was to be the chief 
actor. He had an insane passion for popu- 
lar applause; he played on the lyre; he 
sang his odes at supper; he drove his 
chariots in the circus; he appeared as a 
mimic on the stage, and compelled men of » 
the highest rank to represent in dramas or 
in tableaux the most indecent of the Greek 
myths. But the comedian was surpassed 
by the tragedian. He heaped crime upon 
crime until he became a proverbial mon- 
ster of iniquity. The murder of his brother 
(Britannicus), his mother (Agrippina), 
his wives (Octavia and Poppaea), his 
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teacher (Seneca), and many eminent Ro- 
mans, was fitly followed by his suicide in 
the thirty-second year of his age. With 
him the family of Julius Caesar perished, 
and the empire became the prize of suc- 
cessful soldiers and adventurers. 

The Conflagration in Rome. For such a 
demon in human shape, the murder of a 
crowd of innocent Christians was pleasant 
sport. The occasion of the hellish specta- 
cle was a fearful conflagration of Rome, 
the most destructive of disasters that ever 
occurred in history. It broke out in the 
night between the 18th and 19th of July, 
among the wooden shops in the southeast- 
ern end of the Great Circus, near the 
Palatine hill. Lashed by the wind, it de- 
fied all exertion of the firemen and sol- 
diers, and raged with unabating fury for 
seven nights and six days. Then it burst 
out again in another part, near the field of 
Mars, and in three days more laid waste 
two other districts of the city. 

The Persecution of the Christians. To 
divert from himself the general suspicion 
of incendiarism, and at the same time to 
furnish new entertainment for his devilish 
cruelty, Nero wickedly cast the blame upon 
the hated Christians; under this wanton 
charge, backed by the equally groundless 
charge of disloyalty and vunpatriotism, 
there began a carnival of blood such as 
even heathen Rome never saw before or 
since. It was the answer of the powers 
of hell to the mighty preaching of the two 
chief apostles, which had shaken heathen- 
ism to its center. A “vast multitude” of 
Christians was put to death in the most 
shocking manner. Some were crucified, 
probably in mockery of the punishment of 
Christ, some sewed up in the skins of wild 
beasts and exposed to the voracity of 
mad dogs in the arena. The satanic trag- 
edy reached its climax at night in the im- 
perial garden on the slope of the Vatican: 
Christian men and women covered with 
pitch or oil or resin, and nailed to posts of 
pine, were lighted and burned as torches 
for the amusement of the mob; while Nero, 
in fantastical dress, figured in a horse 
race, and displayed his art as charioteer. 
Burying alive was the ordinary punish- 
ment of incendiaries; but only the cruel 
ingenuity of this imperial monster, under 
the inspiration of the devil, could invent 
such a horrible system of illumination. 

Victory of Christianity. The mission- 
ary zeal of the Christians was very differ- 
ent from that of the Jew. Judaism had 
been established in Rome long before the 
Christian era, but had only taken the de- 
fensive stand, while the new religion was 
animated with the spirit of conquest. It 
not only came in contact with heathenism as 
we have seen in the “First Persecutions of 
Christians in Rome,” but it actually won 
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the victory. Even the executioner, who 
watched the suffering Christians, was the 
first to receive the revelation of their 
Christ, and become a follower. “The blood 
of the martyrs is the seed of the church” 
became not a mere empty phrase, but prin- 
ciple of growth. And while the persecu- 
tions have passed away and hence this 
principle somewhat changed, the principle 
of victory is still fundamental. Every- 
where in the world today we see the evi- 
dence of the righteous cause suppressing 
the wicked, because the heart of man is 
pure, he has the strength of ten. 
Highth Sunday 
after Trinity. July 25, 1920. 
HOW TO GIVE INCENTIVE TO 
BIBLE READING 
(Practical) 


Jno. 5:24-29; 21:24-25. 
DaAILy BiBLe READINGs. 


Monday—Morning, I Cor. 14:1-25; evening, Job 
 Tuesday—Morning, I Cor. 14:26-40; evening, Job 
eee ee oe I Cor. 15:1-11; evening, Job 
© Thursday—Morning, I Cor. 15:12-28; evening, Job 
i friday —Morning, I Cor. 15:29-49; evening, Job 
ae hmepte a a I Cor. 15:50-58; evening, Job 


Some years ago, the editor of an Eng- 
lish magazine sent a communication to “the 
hundred greatest men in Great Britain,” 
asking them this question: “If for any 
reason you were to spend a year absolutely 
alone, in a prison for instance, and could 
select from your library three volumes to 
be taken with you as companions in your 
period of retirement, please to inform us 
what those three books would be.” The in- 
quiry was sent to peers of the realm, prom- 
inent leaders in politics, judges, authors, 
manufacturers, merchants, gentlemen of 
leisure—men who would represent every 
aspect of successful life. In the answers 
it was found that ninety-eight of the hun- 
dred men named “The Bible” first on the 
list of the three books to be chosen. 

If from the middle class of society, in- 
stead of the highest, another hundred 
names were taken at random, requiring 
only character and not greatness, the pro- 
portion of those who would name the Bible 
as the most desirable book in all literature 
would be almost, perhaps quite, as large. 
And if one should ask the same question 
of a hundred moral honest people in the 
lower walks of life—workingmen and 
housewives in humble homes—the answer 
from the largest number would still be 
“The Bible.” There is no other book in all 
the world which commands annually a cir- 
culation of ten million copies, in order to 
supply the demand for it in every land 
and in every language. Choose if you 
please the new novel that last year sold 
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the largest number of copies, and you will 
find during the same year more than ten 
times the number of Bibles were sold. And 
three years from now, when the new novel 
will be old, forgotten, and no longer in 
demand, there will again be ten million 
Bibles in three hundred and twenty-five 
languages printed and bound and sold in 
a year! 

A book which stands in such honor as 
the Bible no one can afford to neglect. It 
is everywhere quoted, referred to, written 
about, preached from, and every one who 
would be considered as intelligent must 
have some acquaintance with it. And the 
time when one can most readily obtain a 
familiarity with the Bible is in early life. 
Those who in childhood learn the Story of 
the Bible are fortunate, for they will never 
forget it. Wise parents tell the Stories 
of the Bible to their little children, and 
both parents and children find them the 
most fascinating of all stories. ‘David 
and Goliath” is more interesting than 
“Jack, the Giant Killer”; “Joseph and His 
Brothers” will compare favorably with 
“Whittington, Lord Mayor of London”; the 
battles of Joshua and David are as won- 
derful as those of “King Arthur and the 
Table Round.” The Bible is a veritable 
“Arabian Nights” of entertainment when 
parents are themselves familiar with the 
stories and know how to tell them. No 
book is so delightful to children as the 
Bible. 

Why should it not be just as delightful 
and helpful to grown-ups? It will be if 
they know how to read it. Beginning with 
Genesis and reading straight through to 
Revelation may be a good, but not the best, 
way to read it. The Bible is not altogether 
chronological, some of its books are his- 
torical, some topical, some biographical, 
etc. The best plan is to adopt a course of 
study and follow it. It will prove inter- 
esting, helpful and give incentive for fur- 
ther study. 

The following may also prove helpful: 

When in sorrow, read John 14. 

When men fail you, read Psalm 27. 

When you have sinned, read Matthew 
6:19-34. 

Before church service, read Psalm 84. 

When you are in danger, read Psalm 91. 

When you have the blues, read Psalm 34. 

When God seems far away, read Psalm 
139. 

When you are discouraged, read Isaiah 
40. 

If you want to be fruitful, read John 15. 

When doubts come upon you, try John 
Tig. 

When you are lonely or fearful, read 
Psalm 28. 

When you forget your blessings, read 
Psalm 1038. 
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For Jesus’ idea of a Christian, read 
Matthew 5. 

For James’ idea of religion, nead James 
1:19-27. 

When your faith needs stirring, read 
Hebrews 11. 

When you feel down and out, read Ro- 
mans 8:31-39. 

When you want courage for your task, 
read Joshua 1. 

When the world seems bigger than God, 
read Psalm 90. 

When you want rest and peace, read 
Matthew 11:25-30. | 

When you want Christian assurance, 
read Romans 8:1-30. 3 

For Paul’s secret of happiness, 
Col. 3:12-17. 

When you leave home for labor or trav- 
el, read Psalm 121. 

When you grow bitter or critical, read 
I Corinthians 13. 

When your prayers grow narrow or sel- 
fish, read Psalm 67. 

For Paul’s idea of Christianity, read II 
Corinthians 5:15-19. 

For Paul’s rules on how to get along 
with men, read Romans 12. 

When you think of investments and re- 
turns, read Mark 10:17-31. 

For a great invitation and a great op- 
portunity, read Isaiah 55. 

For Jesus’ idea of prayer, read Luke 
21:1-18, Matthew 6:5-15. 

For the prophet’s idea of religion, read 
Isaiah 1:10-18, Mic. 6:6-8. 

Why not follow Psalm 119:11 and hide 
some of these in your memory? 

—&— 

The “unity of childhood” throughout the 
world makes the problem of the proper 
training of the child a vital question to all 
fathers and mothers, to educators, re- 
ligious and social workers, to every think- 
ing man and woman. So urgent a question 
has it become in many Christian lands that 
this has been aptly called “the age of the 
child.” In our own land the needs and 
rights of the child are being discussed on 
every hand. But what of the neglected, 
uncared for children of heathen lands? 

—s— 

The train-robber suddenly appeared as 
many of the passengers were preparing to 
retire for the night. 

“Come, shell out!” he demanded, as he 
stood towering above an Hastern clergy- 
man, who had just finished a devout 
prayer. ; 

The minister looked at him sadly for a 
moment and then said: 

“If I had such energetic fellows as you 
to pass the plate now and then, I might 
have something to give you.’—Harper’s 
Magazine. 
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Methods and Hints 


BY BRENDA L. 


CONVENTION HINTS. 

The “convention spirit” is in the air. 
Our fourteenth biennial convention at 
Fort Wayne, with all its opportunities for 
inspiration, education and practical help 
for the work, makes us think of all con- 
ventions and their advantages, in which 
Juniors share as well as Seniors. 


The Juniors should be taken to conven- 
tions whenever possible. Much of the ef- 
ficient work done by the Juniors in my 
Junior Society is due to my habit of tak- 
ing a number of them along whenever I 
go to a convention, church meeting, or con- 
ference in which they may be at all inter- 
ested. 


At all conventions—district or state—a 
Junior session of the convention should be 
arranged, where the boys and girls should 
be in charge of the meeting, conducting de- 
votional services, and rendering a program 
of exercises, papers and discussion on 
what they have accomplished in their vari- 
ous societies. A “Story Hour” should be 
conducted for them at some time during 
the convention, and a social or trip of some 
sort arranged for them. 

Junior work should be presented to the 
convention itself in a model meeting given 
by the Juniors, and in a conference for 
Junior leaders conducted by the Junior 
chairman, where plans for the work are 
discussed. A display of books and illustra- 
tive material should also be arranged. 

Junior rallies aid in creating interest in 
conventions, and in keeping up interest 
afterward. 

The Juniors who attend conventions 
should make a report of the same at the 
next regular meeting of the Junior Society. 

State Junior Chairman, what have you 
planned for Junior work at your state con- 
vention? District Junior Chairman, are 
the plans as outlined above presented at 
~ your district conventions? Local Junior 
Leaders, do you take your Juniors with 
you to conventions? Are you willing there 
to give of your experience and tell of the 
plans you have tried—your successes and 
your failures, your problems? 

Let us all work together to aggressively 
and efficiently carry on or work with the 
Juniors. 


HINTS FOR THE TOPICS. 


Posters—Patriotic emblems cut from 
erepe paper, pasted on a card, with the 
subject of the Topic and the notice of the 
meeting printed below, can be used for the 
first two meetings of the month. 

For July 18, a card with the picture of 


for Junior Leaders 


MBPHLHOUSE. 
a smiling child and the caption, “He’s 
Happy! Come to Junior League and 


Learn How to Be Happy, Too,” can be 
made. 


For July 25, a Perry picture of Abra- 
ham, or some scene of Oriental life (which 
can be obtained in the National Geographi- 
cal Magazine), will effectively announce 
this meeting. 

A card with “Vacation Days” printed at 
the top, pictures of children with sand- 
pails, or with suitcases, or children at play, 
cut from magazines, and the _ verse, 
“Whether in the mountains or at the shore 
you roam, Whether you go camping, or 
stay at home, At the Junior League you’ll 
be sure to find, A very good time, the best 
of its kind,” printed below, will effective- 
ly announce any meeting during the sum- 
mer months. 

Social Events—Arrange an outing or 
some special feature for your Juniors dur- 
ing July. Make some of your meetings out- 
door meetings. A picnic may be held; a 
patriotic social held near Independence 
Day will appeal to the children. The sum- 
mer vacation gives opportunity to meet 
through the week, when scrap-books can be 
made, dolls dressed, sewing for the girls, 
and other handwork engaged in, which will 
interest the children and which can after- 
ward he sent to some orphanage, or one of 
our mission stations. 


July 4—“Everybody’s Big Sister’ (mis- 
sionary). See Topic for hints. 
July 11—“The Nations Belong to God.” 


Have children dressed to represent the 
various nations spoken of in the Topic, and 
present that part of the Topic. An ef- 
fective little exercise can be arranged 
from this for your Juniors to present some 
time at the Senior meeting. (Have you 
ever had a joint meeting of your Senior 
and Junior League? Try it.) The leader 
should sum up the study of this Topic with 
a short talk, emphasizing how God has 
held the destiny of all nations in His hand, 
and how “all nations and kindreds and 
tribes” are to be gathered unto Him. 

July 18—“How to Be Happy.” Make 
this a practical Topic. Point out to the 
children that the best way to be happy is to 
help others, and the highest form of hap- 
piness is found in serving the Lord and in 
doing His work. Give some practical plans 
for helping others. Put-an acrostic as fol- 
lows on the blackboard: Helpful (to old 
and all needing help); Attentive (to par- 
ents and teachers); Patient (when things 
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Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REV. ARTHUR T. MICHLER. 


INTERMEDIATH TOPICS 
Jury 4, 1920. 
“God’s Hand in Our History.” 
By O. C. Rohde. 
Micah 4,1-7. 

Over and over again history tells us about 
nations who thought that they could get along 
without God. One time after another some 
ruler thought that God had nothing to do with 
the success of the people he ruled. 

Each time when a nation or a ruler came to 
this opinion, something happened which shows 
us clearly that God has a hand in the affairs 
of all nations. 

Away back, long, long ago, Alexander sighed 
for more worlds to conquer, and what became 
of Alexander who had taken unto himself 
powers that belonged to God? ‘Then again, the 
Cesars in Rome thought that they could do 
pretty much as they pleased without consult- 
ing God. The Roman nation and Roman power 
went to pieces. 

Just within the last few years another nation 
was trying to get along without the true God, 
and men in it took upon themselves to use power 
and imagine they had power which God alone 
has. The world war proved to these people that 
God must still be considered. 

All through our own history we find the hand 
of God. It did not just happen that Columbus 
discovered America in 1492. God willed it so, 
that when Christians were persecuted for their 
faith, they might find a haven of refuge in this 
country. 

If instead of just studying history as a dead 
thing full of names and dates, you will try and 
combine the study of history about your coun- 
try and others, with the facts in the history of 
the things of God and His Church, you will 
find it most decidedly interesting, and will soon 
see that God is concerned in the history of the 
whole world. 

In our country today we have a lot of people 
who do not think that God has anything to do 
with their own success or with our power as a 
nation. We must spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to these people as fast as we can, so that 
their numbers may not increase to a point where 
a majority will think that way. If we do let 
them go, we will soon have a condition just 
like they had in some of the other countries 
mentioned before, and then we can be sure that 
God will not let us remain the most powerful 
nation in the world. 

Let us all make a worth while Fourth of 
July resolution. 

“T believe that it is God’s power that makes 
us a powerful nation, and as a patriotic Ameri- 
can I am going to do my very best to spread the 
Gospel, so that America may be preserved from 
the fate of the nations which in the past have 
forgotten God.” 

JuLY 11, 1920. 
“The Overthrow of Jerusalem. and the Jewish 
Nation.” 
By O. C. Rohde. 
Luke 21, 10-24. 

Once upon a time the Jewish nation was the 
most powerful nation in the whole world; it 
was perhaps more powerful than our own 
United States. 

What is it today? ‘The people of the Jewish 
nation are scattered all over the world, and 
there is really not a spot which they can eall 
their own country. In very many cases they 
are looked down upon as an inferior people, 
largely because they cannot say like the rest 
of us, that they have a country of their own. 


Why is this the case? What did they do to 
deserve to be scattered, and to be driven into 
captivity ? 

Christ came to them as a Messiah, a Saviour. 
He wanted to save them from sin, and open up 
the Kingdom of Heaven to them. They rejected 
Him, and would have nothing to do with Him, 
in fact it was the Jews who had Him hung 
on the cross. Not so very long after this the 
things mentioned in our Scripture lesson began 
to happen. 

Jerusalem, the capital of the Jewish nation, 
was taken away from them, and the people were 
led away into captivity by the heathen people. 
Even to this day the Jewish nation has not 
come back to the point of independence. 

it almost seems though, as if there were 
about to be a turning point in their history, 
as if they might have a chance to get back to 
the condition where they have a definite country 
to live in. In the great world war the city of 
Jerusalem and the surrounding country was 
taken away from the heathen Turks, and is now 
in the hands of Christians. Many of the Jewish 
people are trying to get over there, and want 
to live there, and make it the home of the 
Jewish nation. It will be interesting to see 
whether or not they succeed without acknowl- 
edging Christ as their Saviour first. 

It will be well in connection with the study 
of this topic to look up all the facts you can 
find about the taking of Jerusalem. For those 
of you who like stories of war, there will be 
enough to satisfy your desire for this kind of 
story, and for those of you who like history, 
it will be mighty interesting. It would be well 
for all of you to get a little greater knowledge 
of the facts about these people who rejected 
Christ and would have nothing to do with Him. 

JuLy 18, 1920. 
“The First Persecutions of Christians in Rome.” 
By O. C. Rohde. 

Just a short time before Christ ascended into 
Heaven, He gave instructions to His disciples 
to go out into all the world and carry the 
message of the Gospel to all people. 

His disciples immediately began to work, and 
went out to all the parts of the world that were 
known at that time. Naturally they could not 
cover all the ground at once, but had to, go at 
it slowly, and teach others to follow in their 
footsteps. 

Rome was a long way from Jerusalem, but it 
was not a very long time before the Gospel of 
Christ was brought even to this heathen city, 
and many of the people confessed Christ and 
worshipped Him. 

The heathen people did not like this idea 
of having some of their number forsake the vld 
gods, and go to a new one, so they soon began 
to show hatred for the Christians, as the fol- 
lowers of Christ were called. There were many 
priests of the heathen religion, who thought 
that the new religion was a thing they must not 
allow to grow. he rules of Rome were, of 
course, not Christians. So it was an easy mat- 
ter for the priests and the heathen people to 
get laws made which condemned the Christian 
worship. 

About the year 64 A. D., when Nero was 
Emperor of Rome, a great fire took place. 
Nero was a very wicked sort of a mortal, and 
many people believed that Nero himself had 
started the fire. The result was that Nero 
and some of the heathen people accused the 
Christians of starting the fire which burned a 
great part of Rome. ‘ 

Nero gave orders for the persecution of the 
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Christians, and the people subjected them to 
the most fearful tortures. Some were smeared 
with tar and pitch, and stuck upon a post and 
set on fire to light up the palace gardens; others 
were sewn in sacks and thrown before wild 
animals, and all manner of tortures were de- 
vised to get the Christians to give up Christ. 

Very few of them would do this, and as a re- 
sult many hundreds of them met the death of 
martyrs. 

_ Now think for a minute! Even today Chris- 
tians are persecuted in many ways. The world 
is always trying to get the best of them, and 
trying to tempt them away from God. 

What do you do when these temptations 
come? Can you, whose persecutions are light 
compared to those of the early Christians in 
Rome, can you resist these temptations and 
remain true to God and your church? The early 
Christians were asked to die for their faith— 
you are merely asked to do without a few of the 
things that are wrong. Can you not remain 
true to your God in the light trials that come 
to you? 

Just read up a little about the early Chris- 
tians and you will find it much easier to with- 
stand the temptations that come to you. 

JULY 25, 1920. 
“How to Give Incentive to Bible Reading.” 
By O. ©. Rohde. 
John 5, 24-29; John 21, 24-25. 

Most of you think that the Bible is an aw- 
fully long and hard book to read, and that you 
would much rather read a lot of other books 
than to read the Bible. 

Why is this true? Simply because you do 
not know just how wonderful a book the Bible 
is. 

Read again the last verse of our lesson— 
“And there are also many other things which 
Jesus did, the which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be 
written.” 

The disciple says that there are so many 
things to tell about Jesus that it would be im- 
possible to write them all. Then in, truth the 
Bible is only a summary of the things about 
Jesus and about God. 

Have any of you ever written a summary of 
any particular book. If you have, you know 
that it is a short review of all the things in 
the book, brought down to the fewest words 
possible. Now then, if the Bible is a sum- 
mary, then there must be an enormous lot of 
things that are not in it, and that we must 
find out about by studying and reading some 
of the other things that have been written 
about Jesus. 

More has been written about Jesus and His 
Chureh, than about all other subjects put to- 
gether, and it would not be possible for any one 
~ to read it all in a lifetime. In short, when we 
think about really reading the Bible it is a 
big thing to begin. . 

But it is worth while! It is something you 
all ought to do! Do not try to read it all at 
- once, because you would not get much out of 
it, but read it slowly and carefully, and if zou 
find something you cannot understand, ask 
about. it. > 
Some of you like books of adventure; some 
like travel; some like history; some like love 
stories; and each one likes one particular thing 
more than others. Do not think that because 
you would rather read some of these things 
that you should not try the Bible. You will 
find that it has the most wonderful stories of 
adventure and of travel, it is full of history 
and it has much about love in it. You can 
take almost any part of the Bible and find all 
these things in it, not in so many words, but 
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if you will take the trouble to try and find out 
more about the things and facts that are men- 
tioned you will find that you can have an al- 
most endless series of stories of just the kind 
you like. 

Try it and find out! 

JUNIOR TOPICS. 
JuLy 4, 1920. 
Everybody's Big Sister—The Deaconess. 
(Missionary. ) 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 

(Material for this topic, which has been pre- 
pared under the direction of the Literature 
Committee of the Woman’s Missionary Society 
of the United Lutheran Church, will be found 
in the Junior Leader’s Graded Quarterly, 15 
cents a copy, procurable from this office, 846 
Drexel Building, Philadelphia. ) 

PROGRAM, 


1. Silent Prayer (closed with brief prayer 
by the assistant superintendent). 

2. Opening Song—‘‘Help Somebody Today.” 

3. Topic—‘‘Everybody’s Big Sister.” 

4, Scripture Lesson—Matt. 25:31-46. When 


we are ever concerned about the Fath- 
er’s Business, we will unconsciously min- 
ister to those about us. ‘Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these ye have done it unto: Me.” On the 
other hand, if we fail to use the oppor- 
tunities that present themselves to do 
the little deeds of kindness, He would 
say, “Inasmuch as ye did it not unto 
one of the least of these, ye did it not 
to Me.” 

5. Separate the Juniors into the three groups 
representing the three grades. In case 
you do not divide the children into groups 
according to age, use the lesson as out- 
lined for the Second Grade. 1. First 
Grade—The Lesson Story (The Junior 
Leader’s Quarterly). 2. Second Grade— 
Our Own Deaconesses or Big Sisters 
will speak to you.. (See The Junior 
Leader’s Quarterly.) 38. Third Grade 
The points to be considered are: “How 
It Happened,’ “How It Grew,’ “The 
Different Fields,” and “The Great Need” 
of more deaconesses or Big Sisters. (a) 
Pastor Theodore Fliedner. (Let a boy 
tell his story from The Junior Leader's 
Quarterly, Third Grade.) 

6. Reassemble the Juniors for the closing 
service. Have them march to music. 

7. Song—‘Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam.” 

& Sentence Prayers by the Juniors. 

0 


Offering. 

Roll Call—Respond with a verse of Scrip- 
ture beginning with G. (Matt. 28:19 
is a splendid motto for every Junior.) 

11. Business—(a) Minutes of the last meet- 
ing read and approved. (b) Old Busi- 
ness. (c) New Business. 

12. Closing Prayer—‘God be merciful unto us 
and bless us, and cause His face to shine 
upon us, that Thy way. may be known 
upon earth, Thy saving health among 
all nations.”” Amen. 

Hints. 

Poster—Use a picture of one of the Mother 
Houses. Invyitation—Write on note paper in 
form of letter, ‘“‘We have a letter from Sister 
today, come to the Junior League meeting, and 
head what she has to say. Lutheran 
Chureh, July (signed ) 
Jr., President. 

Children all enjoy stories, especially true 
ones. Many of the letters which form one of 
the lessons for this meeting have been written 
by our own deaconesses, many of whom are 
known personally to the superintendents and 
to the Juniors, If you know a deaconess, have 
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- her write a letter to the children, or, better 
still, have her come to the meeting, and speak 
to the children, 

Get together as many pictures of the sisters 
and the various Mother Houses as _ possible. 

Impress upon the children the dignity and 
importance of the work. Lead some of the girls 
to look forward to taking up the work. Lead 
the Juniors at each meeting to consider giving 
themselves to the work of the Church. 

Do not forget the summer schools of missions. 
Plan now to spend part of your vacation at 


one. 
JRLY 1020. 
The Nations Belong to God. 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 

Scripture Passage—Psalm 24:1. 

Memory Verse—Psalm 89:11. 

Lesson Taught—God, when He created the 
world, had a purpose in mind for each of the 
nations of the world, and each nation has ful- 
filled the destiny for which He intended it. The 
nations belong to Him, He controls and guides 
them; every nation that has not followed His 
guidance has fallen; yet it is His will that all 
nations shall be brought to Him, and to this 
end we should work. 

Lesson Developed—We are still thinking of 
Independence Day. How proud we are when 
we think of our country’s history, her great 
men, and the liberty and freedom which makes 
this ‘the land of the free and the home of the 
brave”! Do we stop to think that it is God’s 
hand working in our history that has made us 
great, and that it is His hand working in every 
nation that has made that nation great? As 
surely as a nation departed from the ways of 
the Lord it fell, and power went to another na- 
tion. God has given us abundant blessings and 
opportunities above all other nations. If we 
do not measure up to them, we also shall fall. 
Should not Independence Day teach us that 
lesson ? 

Long centuries ago the land of Egypt flour- 
ished and was strong in power and strength. 
Mighty rulers sat upon her throne, great riches 
were found in all the land, magnificent cities 
rose on the plains. But the people knew not 
God, they worshipped false idols, the rulers 
grew in greed and ambition and selfishness, and 
gathered round about them great numbers of 
slaves to whom they became cruel task-masters. 
The wonderful pyramids, which today still 
stand, were built from the toil and labor and 
suffering of these slaves to please selfish and 
pleasure-loving kings. Yet today we know little 
of Egypt except as an old, dead nation. As she 
forgot God, God took her power from her, her 
mighty power passed away, and today she is but 
a shadow of her old proud and mighty self! 

Greece, the land of beauty and culture, was 
once the leader of the world. When we wish 
for the best in art and literature and culture 
and all that delights the mind and eye we zo 
back to the old days of Greece. Yet with all 
her culture and advancement, her people wor- 
shipped not the true God, but created gods of 
their own, and Zeus and all the other deities 
ruled the people. And God, who was seeking 
for a nation to fulfill His purpose, again moved 
the sceptre of power to another nation. 

Rome, the Queen of the World, stood once 
at the head of the nations of the world. Her 
word was law, every nation bowed before her, 
her mighty armies went to the four parts of 
the earth, and everywhere her power and 
dominion was felt. Soon her rulers became 
greedy for more and more power, wicked pleas- 
ures and sinful enjoyment were to be found 
everywhere, and the people instead of following 
God, followed their own idols and their own 
selfish and sinful pleasures. Soon Rome fell, 
too, for no nation can long live which lives 
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without God. The nations all belong to Him, 
and the people of these nations must serve 
Him, if that nation is to prosper and grow. 

As these nations grew and prospered and fell, 
another nation had likewise grown, and pros- 
pered—and fallen. This nation—the Jewish 
nation—was a nation with particular oppor- 
tunities, peculiar power. Our Bible tells us 
the whole story, of how God gave to these peo- 
ple, His own peculiar people, a promise that 
they should be a great people. We know how 
Abraham and Moses lived by this promise. We 
know, too, how these people forgot their fathers’ 
trust in Jehovah, how they fell into sin, and 
no longer walked in the way God wanted them 
to, how their holy city, Jerusalem, was taken 
from them, and we have learned how, when 
Jesus came, they—His own people—were not 
ready to receive Him, even put Him to death. 
Surely this nation belonged to God—but as they 
fell into sin they were stripped of their power, 
and today they are scattered to every part of 
the earth. 

The nations of Europe belong to God. His 
hand has been at work in their history ever 
since their beginning. To one man from this 
land was given the work of holding high the 
Light of the Gospel as God gave it to him to 
see—and Martin Luther passed on that Gospel 
to bring the nations of that land and of our 
land to the feet of God to whom they belong. 

America, too, belongs to God. We have been 
given many blessings, many riches, many priv- 
ileges, more than even the nations of old were 
given. God’s hand has guided and shaped our 
history ever since the days of the Mayflower, 
the Revolutionary War, the days of Lincoln, 
yes, in every year of our history, in the present 
day, and therefore we know that He has a par- 
ticular work for us to do. Let us see what 
this work is. 

There are some other nations in the world 
which we have not yet mentioned. China, 
Africa, India, Japan, and all the other Hastern 
nations of the world, belong also to Him. They 
do not know of Him, not because they refuse 
to believe, but because they have never been 
told. Perhaps God has given to America some 
of these special privileges, special blessings, be- 
eause He has some special work for America to 
do, and it may be that part of that special work 
is to tell these nations which do not know the 
Gospel of Him who came to save the whole 
world. 

Juniors have a part in this work. Ags they 
learn to become good Americans, as they be- 
come good Christians, and learn to serve the 
Lord faithfully and willingly, as they learn more 
of what God has for America to do, they will 
help to bring about that time when, as our Bible 
tells us, all nations and kindreds and tribes 
shall be gathered unto Him, to whom they 


belong. 
JULY 18, 1920. 
How to Be Happy. 
By Brenda lL. Mehlhouse. 

Scripture Passage—John 13:17. 

Memory Verse—Proy. 16:20, Psalm 144:15. 

Lesson Taught—True happiness is found in 
ee God’s commands, and in doing His 
work. 

Lesson Developed—We are made up, each 
one of us, of three parts. We have a body, the 
part of us which we see, the seeing, hearing, 
moving part of us. If we did nothing more 
than develop this part of us, if we ate and 
drank, exercised our bodies until they grew to 
be the very finest. still we would not have done 
so very much. ‘There is another part of us, 
the mind, that part which does our thinking, 
which helps us study, which makes us different 
from the animals. If we studied and worked 
our minds until we were the greatest scholar in 
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the world, and knew more than anyone else in 
the whole wide world, even then we would not 
be all that God wishes us to be. There is a 
third part of us, the soul, this is the part of us 
which we cannot so easily understand, yet this 
is the part of us which will never die, the part 
which tells us what is right to do, the part 
which tells us to be good and kind, loving and 
thoughtful, obedient, believing in God, it is the 
part of us for which the Lord Jesus Christ lay 
down His life. To be truly happy, we must 
build up and develop all these three parts, by 
building up our bodies and minds we help build 
up our souls, which will bring us true happi- 
ness, the happiness that will last through 
eternity. 

To build up our body, good food, fresh air, 
exercise, play, a little work, all are necessary. 
These we can all easily secure. 

The mind needs to be developed and trained 
also. How sad it would be if we were never 


sent to school, and never taught in any way - 


at all, and grew up to be men and women know- 
ing no more than we did when we were tiny 
children! By studying, by learning all possible 
outside of school about the flowers, the birds, 
the people we meet, the various places we 
visit, by reading good books, by coming to 
Junior League and learning the lessons we hear 
there, by learning to tell again the things we 
have seen and read, we are giving our minds 
chance to grow, and we are learning how to 
be happy, for we cannot be truly happy unless 
we do these things. 

The soul is harder to build up and train, but 
we cannot be happy unless it is developed. 
Boys and girls in Christian lands where there 
are Sunday schools and churches and Junior 
societies, and kind Christian parents, have so 
many chances to grow in the knowledge of God 
and what He wishes us to do—which is really 
what building up our soul means—that we 
should all strive to use these privileges. 

We must first of all learn of Jesus. We learn 
of Him at mother’s knee, in the church and 
Sunday school. 

Once we have learned of Him, we must 
grow in faith. We must believe more and more 
every day. Through listening to and reading 
Bible stories, through the lessons taught us we 
must Jearn more of the Heavenly Father and 
His Son who came down to save us. Learning 
more and more, we must look forward to the 
day when we will be confirmed, and join the 
chureh. 

Having learned of Jesus, we will want to 
grow in favor with God, and please Him. Our 
Bible tells us that the young Jesus “grew in 
favor with God and man.” Juniors can follow 
His example. 

We must trust in God, and no matter what 
happens, we must believe that He will take 
eare of us. Though we may not have every- 
thing we wish, though things may not go just as 
we wish them to, though others may have things 
we do not, and though things may go wrong 
sometimes, we must trust God in all things. 

We must do His will, as He tells us in His 
Holy Word. The Commandments and all His 
teachings He gave us we must strive to keep 
in word and in truth. 

We must be like Him. Jesus never grew 
cross and angry, never spoke harshly even to 
his enemies, He had kind words and a gracious 
smile for all who did His will. He stood up 
for right, and always spoke against the wrong, 
He hated all manner of evil, and fought against 
it. : 
We can do His work, and this is the best way 
of being happy. We must read our Bible and 
pray daily that God will tell us what He wishes 
us to do. Then we can serve Him by doing 
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kind and helpful deeds for our parents, by 
faithfully studying our lessons. We can help 
by working for Him in the church by bringing 
new members to Junior League and Sunday 
school. We can take flowers to the sick, and 
speak a cheery word to the old and shut-ins. 
We can help the boys and girls in other lands 
by praying for them, and by sending them gifts. 
Some day some of us may become ministers, 
deaconesses, or missionaries. Then we will be 
truly doing the Lord’s work. 

If we do these things, we will surely be 
happy. The Bible says, “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” ‘True 
happiness comes from knowing and serving the 
Lord faithfully, and if we do this, we shall at 
last have that happiness which will begin in 
Heaven and last forever. 

JUBY 20; 1920; 
The Faith of a Great Man, Abraham. 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 

Scripture Passage—Heb. 11:8, 9, 17. 

Memory Verse—I John 5:4. 

Lesson Taught—The lives of all the great 
men of the Bible each have a big lesson to 
teach us. Abraham, because of his great faith 
in God, teaches us to believe in God and trust 
in Him, no matter what may happen. 

Lesson Developed—Many men are great be- 
cause of great deeds they do. Abraham was 
great because of his deep faith in God and 
trust in all of His promises. I like to think of 
Abraham as the man of simple faith who 
trusted and believed everything God had prom- 
ised him, without asking any questions, and 
we shall see how God rewarded such faith. 
If we all had such belief and faith today, we 
would become great like Abraham, too. 

God gave Abraham hard things to do, and 
asked him to have faith and believe things 
which were almost impossible. 

First, when Abraham was a young man, 
God gave him a promise, and asked him to have 
faith in that promise and believe it. He showed 
him the stars in the heavens, and told him that 
his followers should be more than those stars, 
that He would make him the father of many 
people, and that He would make of his people 
a great nation. What a wonderful promise this 
was! It was hard for Abraham to believe. 
But Abraham had faith in God and believed. 

Next, Abraham received a command. God 
tells him to leave his kindred and home and go 
to a far distant, strange land. That seemed 
strange to him. How could the Lord make of 
him and his people a mighty nation, if he was 
to leave his people, travel off to a strange land, 
not even knowing where it was God wanted 
him to go? Many puzzling thoughts must have 
gone through Abraham’s mind. But he knew 
that the Lord was right, that what he told him 
to do was the thing for him to do. God needed 
to get Abraham away from the sin and evil 
in that land. That is the reason he sent him 
on that strange journey. Abraham believed 
in the Lord’s promises, and held fast to his 
faith. 

Then came a test of Abraham’s faith. He 
left the Jand and grew prosperous in the new 
land. He grew so prosperous that he and his 
nephew found there was not enough room for 
all their cattle. Their shepherds were quarrel- 
ing, there was neither grass nor water enough 
for all their flocks. So they decided to separate 
and Lot was given the first choice of a place to 
go. Of course he chooses the best place. How 
like some boys and girls who are always ready 
to take the best! Abraham goes off where the 
land is not so rich and fertile. Now, how will 
God make of his people a mighty and powerful 
nation, how will He keep that promise, when 
only barren soil, unfruitful hills, and few 
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streams are left to him? But Abraham holds 
fast to his faith in God, and goes on. 

God seems to be testing Abraham hard to try 
his faith, and see if he really believed, and He 
now gave him another promise which seemed 
harder than the first to believe. Abraham was 
now growing old, he was waiting for God to 
fulfill His promise to make his people a mighty 
nation, but he had no children. God’s promise 
seemed very far off. How would God make his 
people a nation as many as the stars in the sky, 
when he did not even have one boy or girl of 
his own? God now gives Abraham a promise, 
He tells him that he shall have a son. This is 
hard to believe. But Abraham believes in this 
promise of God’s, as he did in all the others. 
Isaac is born. Abraham has proven his faith 
in God. It is not just enough to believe, we 
must prove that we believe. 

The last test of Abraham’s faith is the hard- 
est. Isaac is now full grown. He is Abraham’s 
beloved son. God wants to put Abraham to a 
thorough test, and so He commands him to pre- 
pare a sacrifice to Him, and offer as his gift 
on that sacrifice his son Isaac. What a strange 
command! How hard it seemed! Would Abra- 
ham now think that God was against him, and 
was not going to fulfill His promise to him? 
Would his faith be strong enough to carry him 
through this? It is a moment when all of 
Abraham’s faith and belief was being weighed. 
Abraham proves himself God's own servant. 
He prepares the altar, makes everything ready, 
and is about to lay on that altar the thing he 
loved best in all the world, his son, in whom 
he had hoped to see that promise of the Lord’s 
fulfilled. How his hand trembled! How his 
heart must have throbbed! But his hand was 
stayed. God had seen his willingness to give 
back to Him everything he had—He knew now 
that Abraham’s faith and trust in Him was suf- 
ficient to carry him through all things. The 
knife in his hands is laid aside, a lamb in the 
bushes is made the offering instead. 

After Abraham has thus proven his faith, 
God blesses him abundantly. Every promise 
God had given to him is fulfilled. His nation 
became a mighty one—the one even of which 
the Saviour was born. Such is the reward of 
faith. 

If we have faith like Abraham, believing that 
all the promises of the Bible are true, if we 
stand the test like Abraham. and do God’s will 
in spite of hardship and danger, our reward 
shall be greater than Abraham’s even, -for unto 
ie the Lord has promised the gift of eternal 
ife. 


— &— 
METHODS AND HINTS 
(Continued from page 29) 


do not go as we wish them to); Punctual 
(school, Sunday School, at home); Yoked 
together (for work). Let children sug- 
gest other qualities that will add to one’s 
happiness. Emphasize spiritual things, 
prayer, Bible reading, service, contrasting 
them with material things as money, 
clothes, good times. Have children memor- 
ize Matt. 7:19-34. 

July 25—“The Faith of a Great Man, 
Abraham.” Show how faith in God and 
His promises helped not only Abraham, but 
Moses, Joshua, Daniel, Luther, all great 
men, Tell how faith, a strong belief in 
God, is one foundation of our Lutheran 
Church. “The just shall live by faith.” 


- springtime. 
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THAT STATE CONVENTION—1920 
(Continued from page 16) 

your State League look like a bush in 
full bloom, or complete and efficient in 
detail like-the stately oak tree? Upon 
this factor also rests the welfare of 
the National League, for State Leagues 
are but the boughs of the trunk. You are 
the LEAF! Whether or not your State 
League intends to bloom depends largely 
upon how many BUDS you now look after 
and nourish until the date of the con- 
vention. It can be done, it has been done! 
Let’s do it AGAIN! ~ 

It pays to work and advertise just as it 
pays to water the little plants in the 
Your State League officers 
and committees are going to advertise, but 
they depend upon YOU to act as local 
agents, to see that the important results 
are obtained! And you will not fail them, 
because you are interested, intensely ener- 
getic and zealous for the utmost success 
of your State gathering the coming season. 
“The joy of living is in the giving” might 
be a good campaign slogan for any worthy 
cause, but at least it expresses your devo- 
tion to the cause of YOUR State Luther 
League. Now that you are an “ad” a leaf 
or whatever else, you are going to PUSH, 
WORK and BOOST for supreme success— 
all depends upon it, please remember! Ask 
yourself the vital question, “Am I going 
to do it?” You will answer, “Of course 
I am, God helping me, I cannot do other- 
wise.” All aboard, Leaguers, let’s go! 

—- 
To Plan a League Camp 
BY REV. A. T. MICHLER. 

ELECT a site near a stream of water 

S or a lake, where the natural drain- 
age is good and where good drinking 

water can be secured in large quantities. 
The site should include or be near to a 
large open space, where athletics can be 
carried on. This is important, for all the 
activities should be under direction. The 
tents should be pitched near or under shade 
trees, if possible. Boats or canoes are 
necessary, while good swimming and bath- 
ing are indispensable. Use the water for 
swimming only at stated times. There 
should be a director of the camp and as- 
sistants, one for each tent group. The lo- 
cation of the camp should be near to sup- 
plies and yet somewhat secluded from 
other influences. 
sary for the success of a camp, yet it 
should not’ be so rigid as to hinder the 
natural freedom so necessary for a whole- 
some good time. And above all, let a sim- 
ple course in Bible study be given each 
day, so that something definite is learned 
while out in the open. j 


Some system is neces-— 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Seripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.”’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Each quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding, 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. - $2.50 
vi copies 1 yeur.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter.. .75 


One copy 1 year........25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 


These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 
Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can easily be 
secured, as will be noted below: 


The Course 


Life of Luther, Dr. Wm. Rein; The Truth of the Apostles’ 
Creed; Lutheran Manual; History of the Reformaticn, Peters; 
Praying and Working; Schoenberg Cotta Family, or choice of 
Friar of Wittenberg, Knight in Grey, or Blind Girl of Witten- 


erg. 

‘The first flve books and one of the last four will be sent by 
express or parcel pust prepaid for $4.00. Or we will give 
these six books as a premium on receipt of $12.50 for 25 
new subscriptions to the LuTHER Lracub REVIEW. 


Supplemental Reading Course 


Life of Luther, $1.50; Life of Melanchthon, 
Stump, $1.25; Reformation Dawn, Painter, 50 cents; Ecclesia 
Lutherana, Selss, $1.00; Katherine Von Bora, Endelich, $1.00; 
Gustavus Adolphus, Monroe, 50 cents; The Explanation of the 
Common Service, 75 cents; Way of Salvation, Gerberding, 
$1.00; Elements of Religion, Jacobs, $1.25; Lutheran Foreign 
Missions, Lauray, $1.25; Sacred Meditations, Gerhard, $1.00. 

We will send any of these books pos*paid on receipt of price 
quoted, or on receipt of $5.00 for 10 new subscriptions to the 
LetHpr LeaauKk Review will send any choice of $2.00 worth 
of books as 8s premium. 


Wackernagel, 


Junior Course 


Martin of Mansfield, Seebach; Lutheran Landmarks, Finck; 
The Schoolmaster and Son, Caspari, 

‘These three valuable books for the Juniors will be sent post- 
paid on recelpt of $2.00. 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and ‘Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The !lymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


Boia in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
words only 


60 cents 
20 cents 
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THE PRIZE WINNER, 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
BANGS 


Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and hook of suggestion. 


CHARLES M. STIEF?F, 


315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, MD. 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 


- Classical: Latin and Greek. 

Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Political Science. 
Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 

Commerce and Finance. 

Civil Engineering. 

. Municipal Engineering. 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Electrical Engineering. 

The only Totharen College offering any of the last five courses. 


GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-te- 
date building. Annual total cost to student §280 to $320. 
The course in Military Science and Tactics is options! and 
open free of charge to students of both the College and 


Acadeoiny. 
Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 


President WILLIAM A. GRANVILLB, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Sworn mepor 


Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 

It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 

The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and _ construction. 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 
Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with all 
modern conveniences. 
The Academy—four years’ 


The College of Liberal 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. B. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms, 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation. 
The Schoo! of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS; D. D., President 
OR 
Registrar 


preparatory course. 
Arts—leading te 


Selinsgrove, Penn 


W T HORTON, 
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Does Every Member of Your League 
Show His Colors? If not, why not? | 


We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


CLasp Pin, Stick PIN, or Button, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


Gite) 4 are oi iloeae ae $ .35 
Rolled: Plates 7.\) ssc ke eee .60 
Solid “Gola cca «sc ee 1.10 
Coat CHAINS, with emblem on 
RolledeGoldePlate..... +. .cnnaee $1.00 
1o-Katat Rolled» Rite. .., 233 .ee 2.50 


WatcH Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of 
Rolled ‘frold: Plate. .-.. tas. uaie $1.00 
10-karat| Rolled Plate............ 32556 
StcNetT Rinc, Solid Gold, with emblem in y 
colars: <a). BRR Fc oe oe $6.00 


Maltese Cross ee 


Watcu) Carns, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
Colors) 2.) Rao bats a $6.00 
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Vt “There is not in this wide world a valley so sweet, 
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Lutyec Leaque of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., October 80 and 31, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 

President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 35 South Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Tl. 

First Vice-President, O. C. Roupk, 1422 Birchall Rd., 
Homeville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Geo. W. Raprps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, HARRY Hopces, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


846 Drexel Bldg., 


Executive Committee 


Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 

Secretary, Literature Secretary, Trasurer, 
and the following members: 

Hon. EB. F. E1tert (Chairman), 318 West 389th St., 
New York City. 

WILLIAM C. STOEVER, Lit. D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. E. A. TRABERT, 2615 Ashby Ave., Berkeley, Cal 

O. C. C. Fetra, Indianapolis, Ind. 

I. S. Runyon,; New York. 

Rev. G. F. Gur, 170 E. Broad St., Bethlehem, Pa. 

JamrEsS M. REYNOLDS, Valatie, N. Y. 

Rev. M. J. Breper, D.D., 1316 W. 25% St., Minneap- 
oplis, Minn. 


(= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 
Hon. E. F. Emert, New York. 
I. S. Runyon, New York. 
Rev. Yost BrRANpDT, Albany, N. Y. 
Prof. H. G. DEININGER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Miss Mary St. Joun, R. F. D., Troy, N. Y. 


Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER (address above). 
H. CamMMERER, Washington, D. C, 
W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Rev. C. A. NAUMAN, Milwaukee, Wis. 
HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen, S. D. 
WILLIAM Eck, Albany, N. Y. 


Junior and Intermediate Committee 


Rev. A. T. MicHLER (Chairman), 3341 No. 18th St., 
Tioga, Philadelphia, Pa. 

CHARLES W. Funr, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

O. C. RoHDE, Toledo, Ohio. 

Miss B. MEHLHOUSE, Norristown, Pa. 

Miss L. W. Rice, Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. C. M. TEuFEL, Middletown, Md. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., Rev. H. D. SHrmer, Schenectady. 
Sec., ALICE H. ALBING, 428 Vermont St. Buffalo. 
Treas., CLARENCE C. Dirrmmr, 286 Park Place, Brook- 
lyn. t 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., Wm. H. Mrences, Menges Mills. 

See., Stetta J. ScHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. Braver, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY— 


Pres., Dr. W. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DuSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
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Pees GhkeE E. FiscHer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
eth, \ 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 

Pres., KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Carthage, 

Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., Chi- 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., Grover F. ILGEN, R. R. 5, Springfield, Ohio. 

Corr. Sec., Miss BLANCHE FRASER, 629 No. Lime- 
stone St., Springfield, Ohio. 

Treas., RAYMOND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., Akron. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. N. D. GobHRING, 435 Lake St., Madison. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 
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Sec., EARL HANSEN, Clinton. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., Henry STELLNER, Aberdeen, 
Sec., A. F. Bracstap, Sioux Falls. 
Treas., R. B. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CARL BARTSCH, 3111 29th Ave., Minne- 
apolis. 

Sec., CARL JACKSON, 118 W. Seventh St., Duluth. 

Treas., RUTH ANDERSON, Lindstrom. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— E 

Pres., FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 16 Howe St., Meri- 
den. 

Sec., Miss CELE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., Bridgeport. 

Treas., WILLIAM ReISscH, Plantsville. 
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Pres., C. R. Stuppr, Pullman, Wash. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 
Acting Pres., H. W. Foruer, Detroit. 

See., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Phila., East Detroit. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 
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Sec., DoroTHY ROEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., Cari M. DisTLer, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 

Sec., Marie EK. Bercer, 21 E. Barney, Baltimore. 

Treas., HELEN STEGMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave., Balti- 
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Pres., Mr. JESSEN HIrRTLE, Bridgewater, N. S. 
Sec., Miss IDA WENTZEL, Bridgewater. 

Treas., Miss GLaDYs ConrapD, Bridgewater. 
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Review 


The New York State League 


Convention 


BY ALICE 


HE twenty-seventh annual conven- 
tion of the Luther League of New 


York State opened on Tuesday 
evening, June 1, 1920, in Trinity Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Amsterdam, 


N. Y., Rev. E. von Hahmann, Ph. D., pas- 
tor. 


REV. H. D. SHIMER. 


The opening liturgical service was ¢on- 
ducted by Rev. William M. Baum, of Cana- 
joharie, N. Y., owing to the absence of the 
convention chaplain. 

In behalf of the local congregation and 
Luther League, an address of welcome was 
given by the pastor, Dr. von Hahmann. 

Mr. George C. Zecher, president of the 
Luther League of New York state, re- 
sponded to these greetings. 


H. ALBING. 


The opening convention address was de- 
livered by Rev. Harold S. Miller of Brook- 
lyn, using as his theme, “The Task of the 
Youth in the Church.” (This splendid ad- 
dress will appear in a subsequent issue of 
the Review.—Hditor.) 

The choir of Trinity Church, Mr. Wil- 
liam Nadler, organist, rendered as special 
music, “The Lord is My Light” and “The 
Radiant Morn Has Passed Away.” 

After the closing vesper service, conduct- 
ed by the Rev. H. G. Dattan, D. D., of 
Syracuse, N. Y., the convention adjourned 
to the Sunday School rooms, to attend an 
entertainment and reception given by the 
local league. 


Second Session—Wednesday Morning 

The convention proceeded after devotion- 
al services to the consideration of business, 
consisting of reports of officers and com- 
mittees. 

President George C. Zacher presented 
his annual report. 

The treasurer, Mr. Louis A. Biel, re- 
ported receipts for the year amounting to 
$980.69; disbursements, $531.45. 

The report of the statistical secretary 
was read and showed that the New York 
State League consists of seventy-eight 
Senior Leagues and five Junior Leagues, 
with a total membership of 9,469 and 149 
respectively. Thirty-three societies use the 
Luther League Topics, twenty-three the 
Luther League Hymnal, forty-nine the 
Luther League Reading Course, fifty hold 
religious meetings, 252 subscribe to the 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, and the total con- 
tributions for benevolence and local ex- 
penses aggregate $7,688.54. 

Mrs. F. Miller, chairman of the Exten- 
sion committees, Eastern section, reported. 

Mr. Louis A. Wilke, chairman of the Ex- 
tension committee, Western section, re- 
ported. 


The Press committee, Mr. Clarence C. 
Dittmer, chairman, reported that notices re- 
ceived by him were forwarded at once to the 
LuTHER LEAGUE REviEw for publication. 

The Executive committee, Rev. A. J. 
Traver, chairman, presented its report. 

Miss Mary St. John, chairman of the 
Inner Mission committee, reported as fol- 
lows: To each appointed district repre- 
sentative of your Inner Mission committee 
the following suggested program was sent: 
Inasmuch as the final aim of the Inner 
Mission must be to see that in the end there 
be not one within the bounds of the entire 
Evangelical Church to whom the pure 
word of God has not come in the manner 
best suited to him and to whom even with- 
out his desire the opportunity to hear it 
has not been offered, we would suggest ac- 
tion along these lines: (1) Survey the par- 
ish for (a) unchurched homes, (b) chil- 
dren outside the Sunday School, (c) lo- 
eate individuals in Christian homes who 
have strayed from the church; (2) Organ- 
ize local community meetings in homes 
for the study of God’s word and prayer; 
(3) Provide spiritual training for the 
young either by (a) giving adequate con- 
veyance to the Sunday School, or (b) or- 
ganizing several branch schools for Sun- 
day afternoons; (4) Provide wholesome, 
interesting and proper social life for the 
entire community. 

The final report of the Credential com- 
mittee showed that seventy-four registered 
delegates and twelve registered visitors 
were in attendance. 

Reports were then given by the delegates 
for their respective districts. 

President Zecher then appointed the con- 
vention committees. 

The convention was indeed privileged to 
have in attendance Mr. Harry Hodges, 
General Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, who brought greetings. 

Third Session—Wednesday Afternoon 

“The Task of the Youth in the Church 
School” was the theme of an address de- 
livered by the Rev. John Dudde, who said 
in part: is 

“In order to do a task well you must 
have a vision. Give them a desire to 
know more about the Church, its early his- 
tory, Augsburg Diet, where the Augsburg 
Confession was presented. The Lutheran 
Church stands on the fundamental doc- 
trines of the Word of God. The young 
people are the workers. They are the ones 
to force home these truths. Tie them up 
with the educational work in the Church, 
viz., in the Sunday School. Early educa- 
tion determines the future views. It is 
not only necessary to teach the Sunday 
School lesson but bring all views of life 
and interpret the world through Christian 
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eyes. They must be led by Christian men 
and women, in Scout and all other forms 
of Church work. 

“Give them a desire to know) about their 
Church. Luther Leaguers ought to be the 
future leaders of our Church. It is up to 
the individual Luther League to back up 
those who study for the ministry or dea- 
coness work. Boost them! Send the youth 
to Christian schools and colleges to be edu- 
eated. Inform the young of the Church of 
these institutions. At this convention I 
hope some will consecrate their lives to 
the Church and enthuse others, on return- 
ing home, to do the same. We cannot 
march forward until some of our men and 
women come forth and give themselves, 
their flesh and their money to the service of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Another address, whose theme was “The 
Task of the Youth in Girls’ Work,” was 
ably delivered by Miss Mary Markley. 
Miss Markley spoke fluently and convinc- 
ingly as follows: 

“If we want an active, intelligent and 
contributory laity in our Church we must 
educate such a body. All work done with 
or for the boys and girls is linked up with 
the Church as such. The first point of 
connection is the Sunday School. It is in- 
adequate. It has decreased alarmingly in 
the last fifteen years. Juvenile delinquency 
has correspondingly increased. One in 
every twenty above ten cannot read or 
write. There is a spiritual illiteracy also. 
There are sixty million people not in 
Protestant, Catholic or Jewish churches, 
and twenty million children never heard . 
a family prayer, or grace, or a Sunday 
School lesson. The responsibility or the 
duty of the youth is to find these boys and 
girls. There is an agitation of Christian 
education in schools throughout the coun- 
try, the biggest challenge of Protestant 
Christianity in this country. New York 
City is to have religious day schools one 
afternoon a week. Who will be the instruc- 
tors, the helpers? What is this Christian 
education? Hearing to interpret life in 
terms of Jesus Christ, or learning to 
translate Bible instruction in terms of 
modern conduct. We cannot rely wholly 
on volunteers, nor on Christian teachers of 
public schools. The result, a new profes- 
sional career, opens for religious educa- 
tional directors. 

“A young woman can do more by exam- 
ple than an older woman by her precepts. 
Girls in the present day mature earlier 
than they did a decade ago. The social 
instinct is so strong that any of us who 
try the work, catering to that social in- 
stinct, are going to find ourselves so handi- 
capped that we are going to meet with 
great disappointment. What we are try- 
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ing to do is to train them as intelligent 
Christians, (1) socializing, (2) energizing, 
(3) training in actual Christian life. 

“(1) Socializing—the process of teaching 
boys and girls how to translate Christian 
principles into ordinary problems of daily 
life, applying to everyday life the princi- 
ples of Jesus Christ, not time enough for 
this in the Sunday School. (2) Energiz- 
ing—never a time in life when there is 
more enthusiasm than during the years 
from fourteen to eighteen. Take ad- 
vantage of this enthusiasm and these im- 
pulses and direct them into Christian 
channels. Use Christian dynamics and 
many can be directed to valuable service. 
(3) Training in Christian service. Do 
this not individually, but by group methods 
through Sunday School classes, Luther 
Leagues, Missionary Societies. A _ child 
loves to belong to something, to be part of 
something, and must be under wise leader- 
ship. 

“Examples: (1) Through sewing cir- 
cles where they will love to come to sew 
for others. (2) Training in Inner Mission 
work, and its spirit. The poor, sick, needy, 
shut-in, keeping children of a mother dur- 
ing church hours. (3) Athletics. (4) 
Reading, such books as ‘Souls of Black 
Folks,’ ‘Christian Americanization,’ ‘Bible, 
‘Story of Ruth.’ Those a little older and 
wiser must energize and socialize these so 
that the younger women may do this work 
for the Church. We have the girls. Whose 
fault is it if they don’t hear the calls of 
the Church and of God? 

“Where are the girls that will train 
themselves for pastors’ assistants and sec- 
retaries, Christian teachers in this land, 
in Japan and Porto Rico, as bearers of the 
light in mission fields, teachers, and doc- 
tors? Where, too, are the girls who even 
now need training that will help them to 
be Christian mothers, in whose hands in a 
large measure will be the destiny of this 
nation as a Christian country? Who will 
give this problem consideration? There is 
a task for all of us in connection with 
girls’ work, you of the Leagues are not 
exempt.” 

Fourth Session—Wednesday Evening 

The Rev. H. B. Dickert of Canajoharie, 
N. Y., assisted by the acting chaplain, the 
Rev. John Wittekind, and Rev. John Dudde 
conducted the vesper service. Trinity 
choir rendered the special music of the 
evening, the soloist being Mr. Alfred 
Schneider. 

The Rev. O. H. Pannkoke, D. D., secre- 
tary of the Lutheran Bureau of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, delivered the 
evening address, using as his theme, “The 
Lutheran Church of America, Her World 
Mission.” He stated that the world has 
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always had dreamers and has loved them. 
“But dreamers without achievements are 
like soap bubbles.” 

The speaker compared the life of today 
with the life of two to five centuries ago. 
The invention of machine production has 
changed the life. Since the production 
era—industrial revolution—the population 
has increased. Telegraphy and the tele- 
phone are a common knowledge of the 
school children of the world today. In old- 
en days, customs made people cling to the 
Church, today the Church is up against a 
mass. In olden times the people felt the 
sway, influence of the Church, today there 
are other activities, other attractions which 
tend to draw them away. Picture modern 
life as shown in the “moving pictures,” 
competing against the Church. This is 
just one feature. The Church can no long- 
er deal with the individual, but must cope 
with people in the masses. 

The best way to meet these conditions is 
to use business methods, advertising. To 
fulfil her mission to the world the Church 
must make a mass appeal. 

The history of the Lutheran Church is 
dramatic. For two and a half centuries it 
fought for its consciousness. When the 
appeal came for soldiers, Lutherans went 
out, left their homes, and took Jesus Christ 
with them, across the sea into No Man’s 
Land or across the great divide. The dom- 
inating desire was not how they could get 
together but how they could stand togeth- 
er. It has led the vanguard of Christian 
service and has been fulfilling its mission 
of Christian labor with untiring effort. 
That the future of the Church may be as 
glorious as the past has been is the task 
of the young people of today, and upon 
the manner in which they meet this task 
will depend the success of the Church’s 
mission in the world. 

Fifth Session—Thursday Morning 

At this session the following officers 
were elected: President, Rev. H. D. 
Schimer, Schenectady; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Miss Marie Hachtmann, Brooklyn; 
Recording Secretary, Miss Alice H. Albing, 
Buffalo; Statistical Secretary, Miss Hed- 
wig Lademann, New York; Treasurer, Mr. 
Clarence C. Dittmer, Brooklyn; Archivist, 
Miss Carrie Otten, Mount Vernon. 

It was unanimously decided that we send 
our full quota of ten delegates to the Na- 
tional convention to be held at Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and that a voluntary collection to 
help defray the railroad expenses of the 
delegates be taken. This amounted to $150 
in pledges. In the making of these pledges, 
$70 of which was in cash amounts, the 
delegates manifested the true spirit of the 
convention in their generosity and en- 
thusiasm. 7 
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The following delegates were elected to 
the National convention at Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, July 13-15: Miss Mary St. John, 
George C. Zecher, Mr. William Eck, Mr. 
George Nichols, Rev. H. D. Shimer, Miss 
Pearl Lawson, Rev. A. J. Traver, Mr. Louis 
‘A. Wilke, Mrs. Frank Miller, Rev. Walter 
Baker. 

A voluntary offering was lifted to help 
defray the state debt to the National or- 
ganization. This amounted to $15.05. 

It was unanimously decided to accept 
the invitation of the Syracuse Leagues to 
hold the 1921 convention in St. John’s 
Church, Syracuse, the Rey. Wittekind, 
pastor. 

Dr. Young proposed an Honor Roll for 
those Leagues who have paid all their Na- 
tional dues. 

Rev. J. C. Kunzmann, D. D., who was 
to speak on “America’s Future on the Pa- 
cific,’ was unable to be present. A fifteen 
minute talk was given by Rev. J. W. 
Paetznich, who did missionary work in the 
west and southwest for a number of years. 

Sixth Session—Thursday Afternoon 

Dr. Charles S. Bauslin addressed the 
convention on “The Task of the Youth in 
the Ministry.” 

In part he said: “Original sin, modern 
commercialism, is the reason why the 
young men are not studying for the min- 
istry. (1) Materialistic tendency of the 
time, almighty dollars loom the highest, 
people are spending all they can get. The 
ideals are noblistic during this age, but 
greatly materialistic, due to food, clothing, 
etc. Noblistic ideas find pulpits filled. Ma- 
terialistic ideas ‘find pulpits empty. We 


we can see and hear. 

“Neglect on the part of the home—possi- 
bly on the part of the Church—for re- 
cruiting men for the ministry. If so, we 
are reaping our own sowing. Time was 
when the ministry was the highest thing, 
not commercialism, the pride of the family 
that was in time past. 

“Think of some boy in your Church or 
community in whom you are interested and 
help fit him for the ministry. In your in- 
dividual Leagues have a definite program 
and stress the call of the ministry through 
some committee or otherwise. Get the boy 
to recognize the need of men of capacity 
in the ministry. Give the best, the flower 
of manhood; is it not due to the impres- 
sions they get in the Sunday School? The 
ministry is the most adventurous of all 
professions; we must learn to pray be- 
cause God said we should, have special 
services to pray for men for the ministry, 
the home, Church, Leagues. The Church 
of Jesus Christ should breathe the spirit 
of prayer. 


want to estimate power by noise, by -, 
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“Mother Monica, after praying for forty 
years for her sons, gave three of her grand- 
sons to the ministry and one granddaugh- 
ter to the deaconess work. You can’t begin 
too early to talk the ministry—talk from 
the cradle upwards. 

“If you can make an heroic appeal, you 
get a heroic response. Christ’s way was 
to appeal in the heroic way. You can’t 
pray for laborers in the harvest unless 
you pray honestly. Don’t trifle with im- 
pressions about duty. God does not make 
a mistake. Choose your life, not for your- 
self, but let God choose it. If true to the 
ideals of the Master, you can throw the 
lines of your life into His hands.” 

Another interesting address was that of 
Rev. Edward T. Horn on “The Task of the 
Youth in the Foreign Field.” He divided 


the subject under three heads: (1) In- 
spirational, (2) Informational, (8) Con- 
tributional. 


“The command of the Master was not 
only to the twelve, but to you, to go and 
preach and baptize. Missions mean not 
only being sent, but being spent, giving 
life, losing life, sending life and spending 
life. Truly consecrated, truly inspired 
people not willing. 

“Kasier to give money than to investi- 
gate conditions. Many contribute to mis- 
sions who have no interest in them. 

“Contributional, not only means funda- 
mental. There is so much on the foreign 
field to encourage the missionary. He 
sees, he has his actual experience day by 
day. It is much harder for the mission- 
ary at home to ask day after day for men 
to give, to contribute.” 

The report of the Committee on Reports 
and Resolutions was read and adopted as 
follows: 

Resolved, that the president appoint a 
committee to formulate a plan whereby 
we may ascertain the correct standing of 
the local Leagues. 

(2) That this convention endorse the ac- 
tion of the Executive committee of the 
Luther League of America in acceding to 
the request of the United Lutheran Church 
of America to become its official young 
people’s organization. 

(8) That the president appoint a special 
committee to consider ways and means to 
pay our debt to the National Luther 
League and of putting our State League on 
a better financial basis. 

(4) That we adopt the program recom- 
mended by the Inner Mission committee 
and urge its adaption to local needs. 

(5) That we express on behalf of our 
State League, our appreciation of the 
faithful service rendered by the retiring 
officers. 

(6) That in the work of the ensuing 
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year we pledge our loyal support to our 
incoming officers. 

(7) That we hold before the minds of 
the young people of the Leagues their op- 
portunity and responsibility in the Church. 

(8) That the president issue written in- 
structions to his fellow officers and commit- 
tee chairmen as to their respective duties. 

(9) That we express by a rising vote our 
appreciation to the pastor and people of 
this congregation, the organist, the choir, 
the officers of the League and the speakers, 
and all who have in any way assisted in 
making this convention a success. 

(10) That these resolutions be brought 
to the attention of the local Leagues of the 
state. ‘ 

The following resolution made by Dr. 
Young was adopted: “That the Executive 
committee of the State Luther League be 
authorized to arrange a series of ‘Life 
Service Conventions’ in our various cities 
and districts.” 

Mr. Clifford Rockwell spoke a few words 
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in place of Rev. C. Krumbholz. “The Task 
of the Youth in the Home Church” is to 
permit the Holy Spirit which was implant- 
ed at the time of our baptism to fulfil its 
will in us. 


Seventh Session—Thursday Evening 

At the closing session Rev. G. Bayard 
Young, of Brooklyn, N. Y., gave an illus- 
trated lecture on “Conditions in the Near 
East.” He took as his text the words of 
our Master laid down, whereby we can test 
the fruits of religion—‘“By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” 

He contrasted Mohammedanism and 
Christianity, illustrating the former as 
a serpent, and the latter as a lily, and 
urged the Leaguers to make the Near East 
Relief a part of their program. 

The twenty-seventh convention of the 
Luther League of New York State then 
adjourned with some closing remarks by 
one of the ex-presidents, Mr. Louis A. 
Wilke. 


Connecticut State Luther League 


BY CELE H. KLEIN. 


HE fifteenth annual convention of the 
Connecticut State Luther League 
was held on May 27, 1920, at the 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, South- 
ington, Rev. Otto Plageman, pastor. 

The first session opened at 10:30 a. m. 
with the hymn, “Lord Jesus Christ Be 
Present Now,” after which Rev. F. W. Ot- 
ten of Rockville led the devotional service. 
An address of welcome was made by Mr. 
Walter Wagner, president of the South- 
ington Luther League, after which Mr. 
Frederick Rettenmeyer, Meriden, president 
of the State Luther League, responded. 
The roll was called by Miss Cele Klein, 
Bridgeport. The membership of the State 
Luther League this year is 592 members. 
The treasurer’s report by Mr. William 
Reisch showed a balance of cash on hand 
May 27, 1920, of $98.68. Then followed 
the president’s report which suggested the 
points for improvement on the regulation 
of the annual field; also the fact that we 
were the only League which is not having 
a two-day convention. A two-day conven- 
tion will be held in 1921. The Honor Roll 
for the boys that were in our country’s 
service will be complete as soon as all 
names are in. The Waterbury League 
joined with us this year, which truly makes 
us happy. ; 

Mr. Hodges then announced that the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Luther 
League of America will be held at Fort 
Wayne and that we are entitled to ten 
delegates who are cordially invited to at- 


tend the anniversary. ‘The approximate 
fare will be about $40 each. It was voted 
that the State League will pay the car fare 
for each delegate, lodging not included. 
Each member will be asked to contribute 
25 cents. The delegates will be elected by 
the Executive committee. 

We approved the action taken by the 
Executive committee of the Luther League 
of America relative to making the Luther 
League of America the official young 
people’s society of the United Lutheran 
Church of America. The morning session 
closed with a benediction by Rev. E. Hing- 
kelday, Middletown. 

The second session started at 2:30 p. m. 
with the hymn, “Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken.” Rev. P. A. Kirsch of Meri- 
den led the devotional service. ‘‘Co-opera- 
tion,” a paper written by Miss Clare 
Sucher of New Haven was read by Mr. 
Jente, New Haven. A very interesting 
discussion was soon in progress. The 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” 
was sung, after which Mr. Harry Hodges 
of Philadelphia led a most interesting and 
profitable conference on “The Machinery 
of the Local League.” A committee will 
be arranged to work up a demonstrated 
modern meeting for the purpose of show- 
ing the different Leagues how to conduct 
a meeting properly. 

The result of the election was as fol- 
lows: President, Mr. Frederick Retten- 
meyer, Meriden; Vice-President, Mr. Wil- 

(Continued on page 138) 


Suggestions for Your Social Meetings 


A Progressive Age Party 

When the warm summer evenings invite 
to pleasant strolls, a “Progressive Age 
Party” would appeal to the young people. 
Five hostesses open their homes to the 
guests, and each house is decorated to rep- 
resent a different age. 

When the guests arrive at the first house 
they are ushered into the dining room ar- 
ranged to represent ‘Childhood.” Little 
chairs are drawn up around a low table, 
and a white aproned “Nurse” is in readi- 
ness to serve the “Nursery” refreshments, 
which consist of crackers and milk. Kin- 
dergarten games are then played, or kin- 
dergarten material furnished for amuse- 
ment, stringing beads, colored paper cut- 
ting, or clay. 

The next house is “School Days” with a 
number of boards stretched across boxes 
to form benches. Here singing of popular 
songs may be enjoyed, games such as mar- 
bles, jacks and tops indulged in, and lunch, 
in the form of sandwiches, pickles and 
cookies distributed. 

“Youth” holds sway at the next house, 
and the rooms are prettily decorated with 
flowers and boughs. A number of young 
girls in light clothes are in charge here, 
conducting several guessing games, giving 
a program of vocal and piano music, and 
serving lemonade. 

In the fourth home “Middle Age” is per- 
sonified, where autumn leaves, wheat and 
corn form the decorations. Fruit of vari- 
ous kinds is served as refreshments, and 
games of a domestic nature, such as needle 
thieading, button sewing, nail driving, and 
clothes hanging contests are played. 

The last home, “Old Age,” is finally 
reached, where the decorations are either 
entirely of silver paper or of lavender. 
Here the guests are received by some one 
in old-time garb with powdered hair, who 
pours coffee from an old-fashioned urn, 
and passes cake from a silver cake basket. 
Old fashioned peppermint and wintergreen 
lozenges are also served, and checkers and 
dominoes are played. (Adapted.) 

—s— 
A Checkerboard on the Lawn 

When the guests arrive they find a large 
checkerboard of alternate square of red 
and black cheesecloth sewed together and 
pegged down on the grass. 

Twenty-four people, with red or black 
bands across their shoulders, are the “liy- 
ing checkers.” The two players are seat- 
ed on two high stools at each end of the 
“board,” and provided with long wands 
with which to indicate the “piece” and the 
move desired. As a piece is captured, it 
is of course moved away from the board, 


and when a player succeeds in reaching 
the back line of his opponent he, should be 
erowned king with a crown of red or black 
tissue paper, corresponding to the color of 
the “checker” who has won the honor. 

Several games, giving all a chance to be 
checkers, may be played. (Adapted.) 

—4— 
A Palm Social 

Decorate the room with potted palms 
and have a generous supply of palm leaf 
fans. A story or chalk talk on “A Journey 
in the Land of the Palm Trees” can be 
made interesting. Pictures of the cocoanut 
palm should be shown. The guests are 
then conducted in groups of a few at a 
time into a room a little darkened, where 
a member of the society, disguised as a 
gypsy, tells the fortunes of each in turn. 
The fortunes are told from the palm of the 
hand, and many local and personal “hits” 
may be introduced. A gypsy song may be 
rendered as a solo, and ice cream, cocoanut 
cake or iced lemonade served as refresh- 
ments. 

—&— 
An “Out of Date” Social 

In “out-of-date” costumes 

Come meet us in our rooms; 

Or in frocks of white, 

On Friday night, 

Come sing old-fashioned tunes. 

Assemble at the hour of eight, 

Not too early, not too late— 

A good time for all, 

Both great and small, : 

And refreshments made “out of date.” 


These invitations are written on post- 
cards that are out of date. 

“Guessing out-of-date dates’—dates and 
events distributed separately; to he 
matched. 

“Miss Winter,” in costume, sings “The 
Last Rose of Summer.” ; 

“Mr. Summer,” in costume, — recites, 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas.” 

“Out of Date Telegram” game. 

Out of date goodies: Date bread, sand- 
wiches, date cookies, stuffed dates.—Ladies’ 
Home Journal. 

—s— 
Old Sayings 

Give out the following rhymes, with the 

blank spaces to be filled in: 


As poor as a — —, as thin as a —, ; 
As fat as,a —, as rough as a —, © 

As brave as a —, as spry as a —, 

As bright as a —, as weak as a —. 


As proud as a —, as sly as a —, 
As mad as a — —, as strong as an —, 
(Continued on page 84) 


General Secretary's Letter 


DesaR LuTHER LEAGUERS: 

When you read these lines the four- 
teenth biennial convention of the Luther 
League of America will be history. As 
this letter must go to press prior to the 
meeting, comment at this time is impos- 
sible. A full account will appear in the 
September issue. 

Since his last letter, your secretary has 
been traveling, attending conventions and 
committee meetings, also delivering lec- 
tures enroute. 

The Connecticut League met at Southing- 
ton. Permit me to advise those of you who 
may not be New Englanders, that the name 
of this town is pronounced with the short 
sound of the letter ‘“u” and the letter “o” 
is silent, lest you make the same mistake 
as your secretary, who gave each letter its 
full value, which greatly amused the na- 
tives. 

We have a high regard for the Connecti- 

cut pastors, most of whom are German 
born and educated, yet having sensed the 
inevitable have introduced English services 
into their churches at great personal sac- 
rifice and labor. 
_ The pastor of the Southington Church, 
the Rey. Otto Plagaman, on the day on 
which this letter is written, is taking unto 
himself = wife. The R&virw wishes the 
happy couple a long, joyous and prosperous 
life, 

The Connecticut League has been sup- 
porting two of its members at Wagner 
College who are studying for the minis- 
try. In the future this League will hold 
a two day convention. The good president, 
Mr. Frederick Rettenmeyer, was unani- 
mously constrained to remain in office. 

From Southington we journeyed to New 
Haven, where we were introduced to a 
very modern flat, whose dimensions were 
inches rather than feet, where the dining 
room hangs on the wall, and you take it 
down at meal time, and where you must 
go out into the hall to change your mind. 
The rent, however, was by no means com- 
mensurate with the dimensions as it was 
measured in bank notes of a large denom- 
ination. Some landlords should read 
“Luther on Profiteers,” which appeared in 
the Revinw a couple of months ago. 

New Haven is the home of Yale Univer- 
sity, which occupies a large tract of ground 
in the center of the city. Ex-President 
Taft is one of the professors. In the as- 
sembly room stands a chair built especial- 
ly for him commensurate with his propor- 
tions. We are told that he rides in a Ford 
car similarly built. Mr. Taft is a great 
man in many ways. We have ever felt 
that he was not fully appreciated by the 
American people. In our visit to Yale 


University two things impressed us. The 
one that the theological department was 
apparently the least attended or looked 
after and the other a two million 
dormitory which was being erected as a 
memorial, in order to make a site for which 
several splendid buildings, including the 
Peabody Institute, had been razed. But 
more of this anon. 

From New Haven we journeyed to New 
York, where we spent Trinity Sunday. In 
the morning we attended St. James’ 
Church and listened to a scholarly sermon 
by the Rev. J. B. Remensnyder, D. D., upon 
the Trinity. In the afternoon we attended 
evensong in St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church. 
This to our mind is the most churchly and 
beautiful church in New York City. Its 
boy choristers are remarkable. Its white 
marble altar and reredos are an inspira- 
tion. The reredos occupies the entire wall 
behind the altar. In the center is a mon- 
ster cross minus the corpus, symbolic of 
victory, and around are grouped statues 
of the saints, apostles, prophets and mar- 
tyrs facing it. We were reminded of a 
stanza of a hymn in our Common Service 
Book, which reads: 

“Finding, following, keeping, 
Is He sure to bless? 

Saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs, 
Answer, ‘Yes.’ ”’ 

In the evening we attended the Re- 
formed Collegiate Church of St. Nickolas 
and listened to the Cantata Rebecca. There 
are five of these churches in the Collegiate 
system, one corporation conducting five 
churches. One rather efficient way of 
solving the downtown church problem. 

On Monday (Memorial Day) we visited 
Wagner College on Staten Island. It was 
Wagner College Day. The whole gradu- 
ating class is going to the Mt. Airy Sem- 
inary to study for the ministry. Presi- 
dent Hulthusen made the following sig- 
nificant remark: ‘We are a truly Luther- 
an institution, trying to do great things 
with little money.” Then we wondered 
why our wealthy Lutherans were not as 
liberal as wealthy Congregationalists who 
would expend two million dollars for a 
dormitory at Yale. Wagner has a splen- 
did and commanding location, a good fac- 
ulty and curriculum. What it lacks is 
buildings and equipment. 

We then embarked upon the night boat 
for Albany. This was a very delightful 
trip! 

“The moon in all her pride 

Like a spirit glorified 
Shone and filled the wondrous night 
With revelations of her light.” 

The spotlight played upon the shore, the 

young folks danced and then retired to se- 


struggling 
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cluded corners and realizing that a 
bachelor was here out of place, your secre- 
tary also retired—to bed. 

From Albany we motored through 
Schenectady to Amsterdam in the beauti- 
ful Mohawk Valley, where the New York 
League met in convention. Unfortunate- 
ly the dates selected conflicted with those 
of the New York and New England Synod 
which detracted from the attendance. A 
report of this convention appears on an- 
other page. 

From here we journeyed to Wilkesbarre, 
Pa., where the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
was in session, and which honored your 
secretary to the extent of electing him as a 
delegate to the convention of the United 
Lutheran Church to be held in October 
next in Washington. 

Our travels then led us to Gettysburg 
where a committee of the Pennsylvania 
League was meeting with representatives 
of our Church affiliated with the Christian 
Endcavor Movement, to form, if possible, 
a common plank on which all might stand. 
The meeting was very harmonious, and 
we believe will be conducive of better un- 
derstanding and codéperation. 

It chanced to be the Class Day in con- 
nection with the Commencement exercises 
of Pennsylvania College. We popped in 
for a few minutes and listened to speeches 
wise and otherwise. The graduating class 
numbered seventy-two. In the late after- 
noon a kaseball game was played between 
Pennsylvania College and Mt. St. Mary’s 
College with a score of 7-0 in favor of the 
former. The remarkable thing about a 
baseball game is that those who sit in the 
stands and bleachers are so much better 
players than those who occupy the dia- 
mond, that is, judging by the advice which 
they give them during the course of the 
game. A Pennsylvania rooter rooted thus: 
“Tce cream, soda water, ginger ale and pop, 
Pennsylvania College always on the top.” 

We then wended our way to Mt. Wolf, 
where we delivered a Luther League lec- 
ture, and from there to Ringtown and 
Nuremberg for the same purpose. 

Our journey was then continued to 
Mansfield, Ohio, to attend the convention 
of the Ohio League, which met in the First 
Church, of which the Rev. R. C. Tulloss, 
Ph. D., is the pastor, who has recently 
been elected the president of Wittenberg 
College. The account of this convention will 
appear in a future issue of the REVIEW. 

We then wended our way to Fort Wayne, 
where the Indiana League, the hosts of 
the Luther League of America, were hold- 
ing a one day convention to transact neces- 
sary business. 

Harry Hopcss, 
General Secretary. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


NEW YORK 
BROOKLYN AND LONG ISLAND DISTRICT 

—The spring convention of the Brooklyn and 
Long Island District Luther League was held 
in St. Matthew’s Church, Rev. G. Bayard 
Young, D.D., pastor, on May 15. The district 
which comprises thirteen senior and two junior 
organizations, was represented by 191 delegates. 
The first session was devoted to business and a 
consideration of Inner Mission work. <A very 
instructive and interesting paper on “The Need 
and Qualifications of Leaders” was read by the 
Rey. ©. E. Krumholz, followed by a symposium 
on “How I Train Leaders,” by Miss Andrea 
Peterson, Rey. A. J. Traver and the Rey. J. F. 
W. Kitzmeyer. At the evening session a spirit- 
ed debate was held on “Resolved, that the 
United Lutheran Church in America should co- 
operate with the Interchurch World Movement.” 
The banner for attendance was awarded to the 
Luther League of St. Luke’s, Woodhaven. 

—The Hon. E. F. Eilert, the chairman of 
the executive committee of the Luther League 
of America, was re-elected president of the New 
York Employing Printers’ Association. New 
York is the printing and publishing eenter of 
America and this association is naturally of 
international standing and influence. Printing, 
the journal of printing and publishing, in re- 
porting the matter, says: 

“Mr. Hilert’s nomination was greeted with 
applause and it was a marked tribute to the 
excellent manner in which he held the reins 
of the association during the year just com- 
pleted. There can be no doubt of the great 
work he has done for the organization, for he 
has been deeply interested in its activities. 
Tribute was paid to Mr. Wilert by Judge 
Ommen, who referred to him ag a builder.” 

MICHIGAN 
DETROIT 

—A rally meeting of the Detroit District 
Luther League was.held May 27, in Christ 
Church, Rey. L. Boger, pastor. The ad- 
dress of the evening was made by the Rev. 
Henry G. Miley ,of St. Paul’s Church, Detroit, 
who spoke on “Lutherans First,’ showing how 
in our nation’s history Lutherans participated 
first. This was followed by a social hour. 


OHIO = 


- TOLEDO 


—The eleventh annual convention of the Dis- 
trict Luther League of northwestern Ohio was 
held in Grace Church, Rey. R. R. Richards, 
pastor, on May 14. The theme of the conven- 
tion was “Luther League Loyalty.” Among 
the speakers were Mr. Grover Ilgen, president 
of the Luther League of Ohio, and Rev. R. H. ~ 
Benting, of Indianapolis. The following officers 
were elected: President, Edward lL. Hirssig, 
jr.; vice-president, Earnest Papenfus; record- 
ing secretary, Luella Beck; corresponding sec- 
retary, Leona Matzinger; statistical secretary, 
Mrs. H. Gors; treasurer, Rose Brandenberger. 

KANSAS 
CHAPMAN 

—The Young Peoples’ Societies of the vari- 
ous Protestant Churches of Chapman held a 
union meeting Sunday evening, May 23, at the 
Lutheran Church, after which they adjourned 
to the High School for the Baccalaureate ser- 
mon. Mr. Engle, a teacher in the High School, 
led the meeting. 

—Monday morning, May 24, the Luther 
League had its annual breakfast on Indian Hill 
in honor of the seniors in the High School who 
attend League. Games were played until break- 
fast was served, after which the games were 
resumed and later the company hiked to the 
river where many of the young folks spent the 
remainder of -the forenoon in boating. 


EDITORIAL 


Harry Hopeegs, Editor, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.; with W. C. 
Stoever, Litt.D., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; J. M. Reynolds, Valatie, 
N. Y.; I. S. Runyon, New 
York, N. Y.; A. T. Michler, 
Philadelphia, Pa., as special 
associates, and the coopera- 
tion of the Literature Com- 
mittee of the Luther League 
of America. Send all articles, 
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SUMMER 


Summer is here. You are made aware of 
its presence by the stretch of fields abrim 
with the still glory of summer ripeness, and 
by the blaze of sun on parching ground and 
on the quivering waves of wheat fields 
burnished to golden maturity. The old 
swimmin’ hole has its denizens. The rip- 
pling wavelets open and close, churn and 
splash, about the tan lankness of little 
human bodies that dive and stroke and dip 
and laugh in the sheer joy of boyhood run 
rife in bliss. Quail answers to quail, and 
in the eventime there is the choral of frog- 
dom, mingled with the notes of forest sing- 
ers and the cricket’s evensong. 

Over all is peace and calm—such calm 
as the created know when in living touch 
with the Creator. 

For God is with earth, and earth is with 
God. 

Shall we be with God during the summer 
or shall we take a vacation. Off to the 
woods, the mountains, the shore and the 
lakes we are going to seek the wholesome 
recreations which belong to this season of 
much sunshine and play, and to gather 
sweet and helpful memories for the school- 
days and workdays that will come again. 

Let us always be loyal to God in our re- 
spect for His Holy Day wherever we may 
be and keep up our habits of daily devo- 
tion, remembering that on this strong 
foundation that noble and useful lives are 
built. 

God is with earth, and earth is with 
God. Let us be with both. 

—s— 
DUST OF THE ROAD 

It is important not to mistake the dust 
of the road for the clouds of the sky; to 
think that all there is of life is what im- 
mediately enrings our pilgrimage. As we 
proceed along the broad highway the dust 
is in our eyes and it parches our throats— 


the dust of many travelers. Far vistas are 
shut out from us; we see no green pastures, 
no water-brooks and no snow-mountains. 
The blue overhead and the glad light of 
day itself are obscured. We only know 
our membership in the jostling caravan. 
Some one presses our elbow at the right 
and on the left; we are but a moving part 
of the locked ranks; we move in a me- 
chanie and perfunctory course from point 
to point, coming from a place we have for- 
gotten, going to a place we do not know. 

It is time to breathe a different air; to 
clear the dust out of our lungs and our 
eyes; to look away from the beaten track 
and, if need be, to depart from it altogether 
and dare to take our own byway. Our souls 
are our own; we have a right to let them 
guide us through infinite adventure. It is 
the saddest thing in life when one made in 
the image of- his maker settles down to a 
tame and monotonous conformity. This 
man who had ambition once is now satis- 
fied to go through the motions. He was ro- 
mantic, and he dared, and he took chances. 
He had initiative. Now he has let his spirit 
grow old and shrivel within him. He plans 
nothing new. What is the use of changing? 
Change is vexation and vanity. He finds it 
the easiest way to succumb and to travel. 
along; to drowse in a chair with his arms 
folded, to mark time or to kill it till the final 
sundown comes. 

This woman had her dreams once, but 
now she is content to let the cares of a 
household deny to her every emotional ex- 
cursion. She has put her ideals away as she 
might hide precious and delicate china in a 
closet. There is no use any longer for the 
rare, sweet, shy imaginings of girlhood. Age 
and propriety have tamed and sobered her 
into the dignified and decorous figure of con- 
vention that she is. 

If life is more than meat, the body more 
than raiment, then an-immortal soul that 
marches “in the body pent” must not let it- 
self be hidden and lost in the dust of the 
road. 


Hints for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY THE REV. J. 8. ALBERT. 


GENERAL SUGGESTIONS—MAKING Topic EF- 
FECTIVE BY MEANS OF THE EYE-GATE. 
Posters and charts have come to stay. 

They are used by business men very suc- 
cessfully in advertising their goods. The 
Government made effective use of them 
during the war for Liberty Loan cam- 
paigns and for the Food Administration. 
Conventions, especially the Student Volun- 
teer, have used them to great advantage. 
Shall they be overlooked in our presenta- 
tion of the Topic? Can we not use them 
to announce the meeting? Will not the 
questions for discussion placed before the 
eye do better service? Charts showing the 
work of the great mission fields are ex- 
ceedingly effective. Missionary exhibits of 
different kinds can be used to emphasize the 
missionary message. Did not our own 
Church use these posters to stimulate. in- 
terest and loyalty to the Great World 
Service Campaign and the Campaign for 
Lutheran Colleges? We know what im- 
pression the picture shown on the screen 
makes upon the minds of the young, so that 
it is imitated by them to their sorrow. But 
shall the children of this world be wiser 
than the children of light? 

To make these posters and charts re- 
quires ability, time and work. They may 
be crude at first, but can become very ar- 
tistic if desired. We want beauty in these 
so as not to offend the eye. Right colors 
should be blended, figures and letters dis- 
tinct and plain, and the salient points of 
the Topic be given. Choose a committee 
who will have charge of this, and the lead- 
er who should prepare his work before- 
hand, give his ideas to this committee who 
would do the work and have the poster or 
chart ready for the meeting. Articles 
needed would be a good stamping outfit, 
show card colors, letters which could be 
eut from magazines, as The Saturday 
Evening Post, small brushes, and even 
crayons. Posters announcing the meeting 
would be a great help. And who but knows 
that this work done by some may not in- 
fluence them in choosing a career in the 
service of God? Pray that they may be in- 
strumental in securing recruits for the 
ministry, along with the other helps which 
we have been using. é 
THE DEVOTIONAL MEETING DURING THE 

SUMMER MONTHS. 

This part of the work of the Luther 

League has become quite a problem in the 


city churches especially. During the sum- 
mer months when the mercury is at the 
high mark a noted falling off in attendance 
upon the devotional meeting is the result. 
How can this be stopped? Or can a way 
be found so that the continuity of the 
Topics may be assured even during the hot 
summer months? It is true that no meet- 
ings should be held at all than have a few 
half-hearted meetings with only a handful. 
May we not suggest a few plans that may 
be helpful. 

1. The devotional meeting could be held 
during the week on some evening conven- 
ient to all, and make it a devotional social 
meeting, as is customary with the Women’s 


Missionary Societies in many places during 


the hot months. This could be held at 
some home, or in the park or nearby woods, 
and a picnic lunch be served. There is 
nothing in this that could offend the minds 
of the most reverential. A danger that 
must be guarded against is that of making 
these meetings purely social in character 
and defeat the very end for which they 
have been planned. 

2. Even on Sunday afternoon a meeting 
could be held on the lawn of the homes of 
the different members of the League at 
5 o’clock and a picnic supper be served. 
This would be a way to guard the sacred 
character of the day and yet the young 
people would be gaining a great deal from 
the sociability and the purpose of the 
meeting. After supper they could go 
to their churches provided there are 
services in the evening. We know that 
the Lord’s Day has become a great visiting 
day with many people; the young folks 
more or less make plans to spend the day 
in some manner or other, and what more 
pleasant diversion than a religious social 
reverential gathering on the day which 
should be the best day of the week to them. 
We see nothing in this that should offend 
the most critical on the proper observance 
of the Lord’s Day. But these meetings, if 
carefully planned and guarded, can become 
a great source of blessing for all who at- 
tend. Open air meetings are becoming 
very popular, and I am sure could be made 
to be of the utmost benefit if done and con- 
ducted in the right manner. 

HINTS FOR TOPICS. : 

August 1. Aim of Topic. To reveal op- 
portunities and realization of same. Hymns 


Nos. 11, 25,217; 218, 2273), “Psa 2eeo beaver 


MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


In over three thousand churches. 
hest future attention. 


The highest grade instruments. 
Booklets and specifications on request. 


Thirteen service stations insure 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland. 


HINTS FOR SENIOR TOPIC LEADERS 


for Home Mission work by leader. Display 
chart in colors of vast Home Mission terri- 
tory. Secure information from Home Mis- 
sion Board. Presentation of topic by sum- 
marizing articles in Topic Book, LUTHER 


LEAGUE REview and Church papers. Take 
up offering for the cause. Display chart 
calling for men to man the fields. Close 


service in regular order. 

August 8. Aim. To get young people 
to restore family worship where lacking. 
Hymns 83-41. Ps. 91. Prayer for Chris- 
tian homes. Present topic by having papers 
read on “The Need of Our American 
Homes,” “Christian Homes, America’s 
Greatest Defense.” Discussion of topic by 
aid of questions prepared by leader. Clos- 
ing’ service. 

August 15. Aim. To foster spirit of 
-partaking in wholesome amusements. 
Hymns 166, 167, 61, 231. Ps. 1. Prayer 
that we may use all things to the glory of 
God. Presentation of topic by leader. 
Have articles summarized. Paper pre- 


pared on “Legitimate Amusements for 
Christians.” Discussion on Topic. Closing 
service. 


August 22. Aim. To guard the young 
from dangers and from falling into temp- 
tation. “An ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure.” Hymns 193, 194, 212, 
222, 223. Ps. 24. Prayer by leader. Have 
papers read on “Harmful Amusements,” 
“Lord’s Day Desecration,” “The Overcom- 
ing of Temptation,” “All Things Are Law- 
ful, But Not All Expedient.” Discussion. 
Closing service. 

August 29. Aim. To present right 
spirit of sociability. Hymns 105, 156, 161, 
1497, 188,232. Ps; 122. Prayer. Papers 
on “Sociability in the Church,” “The Need 
of Better Social, Life.” Present topic of 
day. Discussion. Closing service. 

N. B.—Special instrumental and vocal 
music may be arranged for every meeting. 

September 5. Aim. To emphasize need 
of Mohammedan world for Christian re- 
ligion. Reference books: Consult books 
written by Dr. S. M. Zwemer; Chapter V 
in “A Crusade of Compassion.” Lutheran 
Woman’s Work, April, 1920. Hymns 214- 
219. Ps. 67. Prayer that the Christian 
religion may conquer the forces of Mo- 
hammedanism. Presentation of topic by 
means of chart showing strongholds of Mo- 
hammedanism today and number of ad- 
herents. Papers to be prepared on “The 
Evils of Mohammedanism,” “By Their 
Fruits Shall Ye Know Them.” Discussion. 
Closing service, preceded by offering. 

September 12. Aim. To show our duty 
to the immigrant. Reference books: 
“Christian Americanization,’ and any 
books pertaining to immigrant problem. 
Secure pamphlets from Board of Immi- 
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Hymns 54, 58, 77, 82, 136, 
170. Ps. 100. Prayer for work among 
immigrants. Papers on “America, the 
Melting Pot,” “Necessity of Work Among 
Immigrants,’ “The Language Question,” 
“The Lutheran Church’s Opportunity.” 
Offering. Have summary of work done by 
our Church among our new American 
neighbors. Discussion. Closing service. 
Effective use of poster and chart can be 
made. 

September 19. Aim. To foster spirit of 
reverence and sociability in Church. Hymns 
16, 23, 26, 63, 70. Ps. 122. Prayer for true 
worshipful spirit. Presentation of topic 
by summarizing articles in REVIEW and 
Church papers. Address by pastor on 
“The Origin and Purpose of Church Eti- 
quette.” Discussion followed by closing 
service. 

September 26. Aim. To give proper 
emphasis to music in the Church. “The 
Reformation was literally sung into the 
hearts of the people.” Have favorite 
hymns sung, with a word or two about its 
composition and author. Sing especially 
Luther’s Battle Hymn, and Hymn of Gus- 
tavus Adolphus. Paper on “The Place and 
Purpose of Music in Worship,” “The 
Great Lutheran Hymn Writers.” Refer- 
ence books: “Favorite Hymns” and “Lu- 
ther’s Hymns,” to be secured from United 
Lutheran Publishing House, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Closing service. 

— 
CONNECTICUT STATE LUTHER 
LEAGUE 
(Continued from page 7) 

liam Schmidt; Corresponding Secretary, 
Miss Cele Klein, Bridgeport; Recording Sec- 
retary, Miss Helen Summers, New Haven; 
Treasurer, Mr. William Reisch, Southing- 
ton; Archivist, Mr. Jente, New Haven. 

The afternoon session closed by singing 
the hymn, “O Jesus, Thou Art Standing.” 
Benediction by Rev. Martin Lorenz, of 
Waterbury. 

The rally service opened with a prelude, 
violin and piano selection, by Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Burkhardt; then we all joined in 
heartily singing the Luther League Rally 
Hymn. Liturgy by Rev. D. G. Jaxheimer, 
Hartford. Anthem, “I Will Call Upon the 
Lord,’ by the choir of Southington. <A’ 
very impressive address was given by Rev. 
M. L. Canup of New York on “The Luther 
League and Inner Missions.” For ten 
years the Inner Mission Society has faced 
the tremendous problems of vice, of pov- 
erty and of misfortune in the city. Rev. 
D. G. Jaxheimer, Hartford, softened the 
hearts by giving an inspiring address. 
Closing hymn, “Abide With Us, Our 
Saviour.” 


grant Missions. 


Luther Leaque Topics 


NOTICE. 
Because of repeated complaints from our western constituency that the REVIEW 
reaches them too late for use in preparing the topic for the first Sunday of the 
month, we are printing two months’ topics in this issue, and hereafter the topics 


will appear a month in advance. 


Ninth Sunday 

after Trinity. August. 1, 1920. 

THE HOME MISSION FIELD OF THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 


(Missionary) 
Luke 10:1-9. 
DatLy BIBLE RBADINGS. 
Monday—Morning, I Cor. 16:1-24; evening, Job 
19 :1-29. 
Tuesday—Morning, II Cor. 1:1-24; evening, Job 
2021-29. 
Wednesday—Morning, II Cor. 2:1-17; evening, Job 
21:1-34. 
Thursday—Morning, II Cor. 3:1-18; evening, Job 
22 :1-80. 
Friday—Morning, II Cor. 4:1-18; evening, Job 
23 :1-17. 
Saturday—Morning, II Cor. 5:1-21; evening, Job 
24:1-265. 


(Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 


Our Field. The legitimate Home Mis- 
sion field of the Lutheran Church in 
America extends from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, and from Canada to the Gulf of 
Mexico. We were among the first settlers. 
Heroic efforts were made to establish the 
Church of the Reformation in the new 
country. Our pioneer church fathers 
played a large part in establishing the 
government of the commonwealth. They 
fought for Liberty. The Church of the 
Reformation in America has a glorious 
heritage. We thank God for Henry Mel- 
chior Muhlenberg, whose slogan was “The 
Church Must Be Planted.” But have we 
been diligent in planting our Church? 

Following Our Own. We have a two- 
fold obligation; a two-fold opportunity. 
We must follow our own people, and we 
must reach the stranger. Have we followed 
our own? There are today 10,000,000 nom- 
inal Lutherans in America. Why have we 
not gathered them into the Church? New 
York City has a population of one-half 
million unchurched Lutherans. Chicago 
has more than half a million Lutherans 
outside the Church. Statistics of other 
great cities show the same startling fig- 
ures. 

There are more than 10,000 towns with 
population ranging from 300 to 1000 in the 
great West where there are no Lutheran 
churches. There are vast rural districts 
and towns in the South without Lutheran 
churches. The Southwest is practically un- 


touched. One may choose a route over the 
Southern Railway by which he may travel 
1000 miles without passing through a vil- 
lage or city where there is a Lutheran 
church. 

Have you ever gone into a town at 
the invitation of some other Protesant 
Church to take part in some service, and 
had numbers of leading members come to 
you and say, “I was a Lutheran, and when 
we moved here we hoped for a long time 
to build a Lutheran church. But finally 
we gave up and came to the P 
church.” Yes, we have lost heavily be- 
cause we have not followed our own. Had 
we gathered into the fold all the Lutherans 
who have come to our country in the last 
century, who can say what our strength 
would be! : 

I Tim. 5:8: “If any provide not for his 
own, and especially for those of his own 
house, he has denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel.” 

Reaching the Stranger. Does the Church 
of the Reformation have any obligation to 
gather in the great masses of new Ameri- 
cans who live among us today? The Ital- 
ians, the Greeks, the Bohemians, the Jews, 
the Orientals, the Mexicans, the negro, the 
American Indians—do they have any claim 
on the Lutheran Church? And is it our 
business to combat atheism, agnosticism, 
science and the host of popular present- 
day blasphemies? Shall we soil our minds 
and hands with the fight against corrupt 
Catholicism and against Mormonism? Do 
you complacently say, “Let the other de- 
nominations do that!” Oh, young Luther- 
ans, can you not see that every need voiced 
is a distinct home mission opportunity? 
Can you not feel that each call is a dis- 
tinct challenge to us? 

Difficulties. Yes we have been falling 
far short of our duty. Why? The reasons 
are legion. Let us admit four of our out- 
standing difficulties, however. 

First, we face the language nibble: 
Our Lutheran Church in America is 
polyglot. We preach the Gospel in sey- 
enteen languages, and that number is in- 
sufficient to meet our needs. Many mis- 
sion congregations suffer because of this 


The Luther League Topics, 
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difficulty. We have lost young people be- 
cause of persistency of elders to use mother 
tongue in worship. It has been, and con- 
tinues to be, a serious problem. “The faith 
of our fathers in the language of the 
children” must become our slogan. 

A second difficulty is lack of pastors! 
Oh, how sad to realize that our young men 
seem to lack the true spirit of the Master, 
and are unwilling to enter the sacred min- 
istry because of probable small salaries 
and physical discomforts. There are 
thousands of vacant pastorates and closed 
churches today! Young man, are you sure 
that God is not calling you? 

A third hindrance to progress is lack of 
suitable church buildings. A home mis- 
sionary writes: “This struggling mission 
was organized in 1913 and housed in a 
building not only small and un-inviting, 
but so shaky that when the first funeral 
was held the floor gave away.” Have you 
ever been ashamed to point out the Luther- 
an mission to a stranger? I have. We ask 
the new American, who is accustomed to 
beautiful places of worship in Europe, to 
worship in a dirty, upstairs hall, or a 
tumbled down residence! We must learn 
to give our missions the best buildings and 
the best pastors, if we intend them to grow. 

And now we come to the greatest diffi- 
culty in the way of our Home Mission 
work, and that is lack of vision. “For lack 
of vision, the people perish.” We seem to 
be incapable of visualizing the need of 
America, and the urgency of the task. We 
seem not to realize how pitifully inade- 
quate our past efforts have been. We 
seem not to understand that our Master 
has set us here to win this fair land for 
Him! We seem not to know that He is 
counting on us. “Oh, Lord, open our eyes, 
that we may see!” 


AMERICA FOR CHRIST! 


America’s unchurched is one-third of her 
population. How many of these outsid- 
ers are Lutherans? 

Mormonism in a city of Lutheran churches! 
Yes, the second largest Mormon temple 
in America is in Brooklyn. 

Every tenth American has a black skin! 
Do you realize how little we Lutherans 
are doing to save him? 

Red men in our midst, entire tribes of 
them, are without the Gospel! Shame 
to the Church who first translated a re- 
ligious book in their language! 

Infidelity—strong organized forces—con- 
stitute a menace to our Church today. 
Aggressive meetings are held. Much 
literaure is distributed. Educational 
propaganda is at work. There are in- 
fidel Sunday Schools in New York. 

Chicago atheists, prominent business men, 
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in 1918 gave $18,000 to begin a cam- 
paign to promote atheism and _ fight 
Christianity. 

Aliens or Americans? Which shall the 
twelve million Bohemians and Slavs in 
Pennsylvania become? 

FOR 

Christian America has 20,000,000 boys and 
girls in her midst who are not receiving 
any religious instruction. 

Heathenism is invading Christian America. 
Buddha and other heaten deities have 
temples in New York, Boston, Pitts- 
burgh, Washington, Denver, St. Louis, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and Seattle. 

Ruth Angel, daughter of a converted Jew- 
ish rabbi in New York, says: “Out of 
2,000,000 Jews, only about 50,000 are 
members of any synagogue.” 

Imdia has three foreign missionaries who 
are products of home mission congrega- 
tions in America. Do Home Missions 
pay? 

Swami Vivikenandi began mission work in 
America twenty years ago. Today his 
followers number 100,000 with seventy- 
four meeting places. 

Thirteenth century Romanism forbids the 
Bible to be sold in many parts of 
Louisiana. The 300,000 French and 
Italians, whose priests forbid them to 
read the Scriptures, insult colporteurs, 
and sometimes actually set their dogs on 
them. 


Tenth Sunday 
after Trinity. August 8, 1920. 


PRAYER IN OUR HOMES 


~~. o— 


(Practical) 
St. John 17. 
DaAILy BIBLE READINGS. 
eae torning, II Cor. 6:1-18; evening, Job 
Tuesday—Morning, II Cor. 7:1-16; evening, Job 
26 :1-14. 


, Wednesday—Morning, II Cor. 8:1-24; evening, Job 
731-23. 
Thursday—Morning, II Cor. 9:1-15; 


28 :1-28, 

Friday—Morning, 10 :1-18 ; 

29 31-25. 

Saturday—Morning, II Cor. 11:1-15; evening, Job 
30 :1-81. 

(The Rev. H. S. Miller.) 

1. Every Christian Home Has Prayer. 
Since the days of the son of Adam when, 
“Began men to call upon the name of the 
Lord” (Gen. 4:26), mankind has always, 
everywhere been engaged in prayer. No 
generation has come and gone to be re- 
placed by another, but that its voice and 
supplications have ascended to heaven. In 
this respect our own generation is not un- 
like those that have preceded it. In our 
homes prayer is found as in the homes of 
our fathers and our fathers’ fathers. What 
child of any Christian family but can re- 
call the first feeble attempts of prayer 


evening, Job 


II Cor. evening, Job 
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learned at its mother’s side? What man 
or woman even of mature years but who 
can and does pray, though in a feeble way, 
when the force of circumstances demand 
prayer? The fires upon our family altars 
may have died out and family prayers be 
a thing of the past; but when the dark 
hand of calamity touches our homes the 
fires burn again and each member of the 
family turns instinctively in its own way 
to seek the aid of the Higher Personality. 
But the prayer life of the homes is all too 
imperfect. We have too little knowledge 
of prayer and too low an estimation of its 
value and use in the daily life. 

2. The Cost of Prayer. How many in- 
telligently count the cost of prayer? 
Prayer is not free; it is bought with a 
price. And like the pearl, it comes high. 
Prayer costs time. Jacob wrestles all 
night with God. Jesus after a day’s hard 
work went. apart to pray through the 
hours of the night. Luther was accus- 
tomed to spend hours at a time in his cell 
talking with God. But in our homes? 
Time to read the morning’s mail and scan 
the last edition. Time to visit one’s neigh- 
bor and perform the tasks of the day. But 
a half hour talking with God? there is not 
time, the price is too high. Prayer costs 
energy. In His prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus sweat, as it were, great 
drops of blood. Read the seventeenth chap- 
ter of John and imagine Jesus praying 
that prayer without His very soul burn- 
ing. Prayer is not vain repetition of 
words, or the reading of some one else’s 
thoughts, however beautiful they may be. 
Prayer whether in the House of God or the 
house of man demands that the suppliant 
spend some part of his inward vital energy. 
Prayer costs co-operation. You are a co- 
partner with God and God wants your 
help. Elijah did all in his power to help 
God before he prayed to God to send down 
fire from heaven. (1 Kings 18.) But mod- 
ern Elijahs are few. We plant the seed 
as good farmers and then too often pray 
God for good. crops and are unwilling to 
make constant use of the hoe and harrow 
to help God answer our own prayers. We 
pray God to convert the heathen, but do not 
seriously consider that we might go and 
convert them ourselves or send our repre- 
sentatives to do the work. We pray God 
to make our church grow but never think 
of inviting our neighbor or the stranger 
near us to come and join us. We pray God 
to make us Christ-like but seldom use an 
ounce of real fighting power to answer our 
own prayer. And so our requests are so 
infrequently answered because we are not 
willing to co-operate with ‘God and do our 
share of the work. This is the cost of 
prayer; time, energy, and co-operation. 
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Few are the homes that are paying the 
price. 

3. The Value of Prayer. Or again, in 
how many homes has the inestimable value 
of prayer been learned? Prayer’ makes 
possible accomplishment. Tennyson right- 
ly says, “More things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of.” Jesus 
was able to march to Jerusalem and en- 
dure the tragedy of Calvary because of 
prayer. Because of prayer -that paid the 
price Paul was able in his lifetime to un- 
dermine the stronghold of the Roman Em- 
pire and plant the church from east to 
west. And through prayer, that wou... 
also be willing to pay the price, the church 
of Christ might reap a harvest in this 
present generation heretofore unknown. 
Prayer accomplishes great things and here- 
in lies its value. Prayer gives strength. 
To the tired man; to the long sick woman; 
to the tempted youth; prayer comes bring- 
ing in its arms the strength and energy to 
continue in the strife and to be victor in 
the battle. To speak to Him who is invis- 
ible; and to come in personal contact with 
the ever present Spirit of God, is to come 
forth from that presence and from that 
talk with strength renewed like the eagles. 
Herein lies the value of prayer. ; 

The greatest need of the prayer life in 
the homes of the present generation is bet- 
ter prayer rather than more _ prayer. 
Prayer that can wrestle and work and win. 
Prayer that can express itself in vital 
Christlike manner in the time of need 
rather than in the too oft repeating of 
familiar thoughts and requests. More 
prayer will come as a result of better 
prayer. “Pray without ceasing.” Yes, but 
pray with an intelligent consciousness of 
the value and cost of prayer. 

—s— 

Eleventh Sunday 
after Trinity. August 15, 1920. 

WHOLESOME AMUSEMENTS FOR 

THE YOUNG 
(Practical) 


Psalm 102:14. Psalm 111:1-3. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, II Cor. 11:16-33; evening, Job 


81:1-40. 
Tuesday—Morning, II Cor. 12:1-13; evening, Job 
32 :1-22. , 
Wednesday—Morning, II Cor. 12:14-21; evening, 
Job 83:1-88. } 
Pi nee a II Cor. 18:1-14; evening, Job 
34 :1-87. 
Friday—Morning, Acts 19:21-41; evening, Job 


35 :1-16. e 
Saturday—Acts 20:1-3; evening, Job 36:1-33. 
(The Rev. F. L. Conrad.) 


It is human to desire relaxation. It is a 
natural function of the young mind and 
immature body to seek for amusements of 
some kind. Not every amusement, how- 


ever, which attracts your attention and 
calls for a hearty participation, is favor- — 
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able to happiness or advisable for the em- 
bryonie Christian. Consequently, honest 
judgment should be exercised; Christian 
character should be formed to secure a 
more efficient and honorable service; physi- 
cal strength and beauty should be gained, 
as a result of playing a part in the world 
of sports and worth-while amusements. 

Il—Forms of Amusement Permissible.— 
Varieties of amusements have always 
been in the world and always will be. They 
seem to satisfy a daily want. 

There are those, however, who set their 
faces against all forms of entertainment, 
cataloging games and all sports as devilish 
and immoral. But we cannot support that 
contention nor encourage such narrowness. 
We must not lose sight of the fact that 
Christ was a child—a boy who took pleas- 
ure in childish acts and recognized the place 
of the young in recreation and diversion. 

Games, plays, wrestling matches, races 
and various feats of skill and amusement 
are spoken of in Scripture “as profitable 
for a little.’ “Exercise thyself” in gym- 
nastics. Train thyself, physically, for 
manual opportunities. Separate thyself rom 
the store, the office, the field, frequently, 
it is good or the soul. 

Amusements which exercise and train the 
body properly will assist in forming a brain 
capacity, no doubt, capable of honest con- 
viction and worthy influence. 

We American Lutherans may not only 
become more liberal in our views concern- 
ing outdoor games and sports, but we 
ought to, and do, warmly recommend the 
reading of good books, choice literature, 
decent shows and “movies,” reputable 
operas and classical performances, as 
wholesome and permissible to our young 
people. Any and all amusements are 
wholesome and recommendable which will 
allow Christ’s presence, and thereby make 
the young character maniest the spirit 
and love of God. All who truly love God 
find pleasure in His work. All who truly 
serve God find Him in their pleasures and 
amusements. 

Il—Forms of Amusement Disapproved.— 
The devil is the busiest person in the 
world. He knows your weakness. If it be 
in your daily amusement he is there in 
ample time to strew your path with roses 
which contain his thorny snare. There- 
fore, let us be sure that we lead ourselves 
not into temptation. Let us avoid and 
steer clear of loafing, gambling, indecent 
shows and all places of disrepute which 
dim the Christian light, demoralize young 
characters and damn immortal souls. 


Fear not that we ie died for naught. 
The torch ye threw to us we caught, 
‘Ten million hands will hold it high 

And freedom’s light shall never die. 
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Twelfth Sunday 

after Trinity. August 22, 1920. 

DANGERS AND TEMPTATIONS OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


(Practical) 
Eccl. 7:1-13. 
DaiLy BrsLeE READINGS. 

Monday—Morning, Gal. 1:1-24; evening, Job 
87 31-24, 
Tuesday—Morning, Gal. 2:1-21; evening, Job 
88 :1-41. 
nny Gal. 3:1-29; evening, Job 
Thursday—Morning, Gal. 4:1-81; evening, Job 
40 :1-24, 
Friday—Morning, Gal. 65:1-26; evening, Job 
41 31-34. 
Saturday—Morning, Gal. 6:1-18; evening, Job 
42 31-17. 


(Clara A. Sucher.) 


In our amusement life two ways lie be- 
fore us. One is the safe path of rational 
recreation which we term diversion, the 
other is the path of over indulgence in 
pleasure or dissipation. 

The social effect of moral carelessness is 
such that not only is the individual hurt 
but society is also affected. For the safety 
of society as well as for the purity of in- 
dividual life, it is easily seen that amuse- 
ments of a dangerous character should be 
eliminated. 

The social results of an individual sin 
give us more concern today than in former 
times when individual salvation was the 
slogan of organized transgressions. 

How CLASSIFIED. 
The word dishonesty may be classed 


as the foundation of all dangers and 
temptations. Being dishonest with one- 
self, 


It is but natural that the young people 
working in the mills, factories and offices 
must find some recreation after a hard 
day’s work. 

Where shall they go? 

There are many instructive lectures, 
theaters of the best kind, church entertain- 
ments and socials, the Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A., but how many of the young 
people of today take advantage of these 
opportunities? 

There are the cheaper class of theaters 
with moving pictures, or with both film 
plays and vaudeville. The cheap theaters 
have an immoral tendency, especially with 
young girls. Their first downward steps 
are many times taken at these places. The 
“amateur nights” are a prolific source of 
evil. Cheap burlesque theaters, some of 
them located almost in the heart of the 
business district, have a demoralizing ef- 
fect upon young men and boys. 

The regular theater as an institution has 
much to its discredit. The prevailing 
tendency of many years past has been of a 
type lowering its character standing. 

Public dance halls, the supervision of 
which is given over to a clique of women 
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who take upon themselves the responsibil- 
ity, are other sources of temptation. Some 
of the modern dances are shocking and 
most objectionable. The moral character 
of the places varies widely of course, for 
in some the management is strict, while 
with others “anything goes.” 

Even though there is considerable care 
on the part of the management, the very 
nature of the place provides the setting 
for immoral influences. The easy-going 
familiarity, suggestive singing and dancing 
are the factors sought by the underworld 
in its recruiting stations. The result is 
that many places, ostensibly respectable, 
have become the rendezvous of men and 
women who pick up acquaintances and lure 
young people into immorality. 

Dress is cited as a major source of temp- 
tation. Overdress prevalent on the street 
and elsewhere is suggestive. 


Wuo Is aT FAvuLT? 

Are you being honest or dishonest with 
yourself? 

Are you cultivating your mind for the 
better things in life, leading a clean, hon- 
est, happy, Christian life, or are you look- 
ing for the easy, excitable, coarse, reckless 
life that has but one ending? 

Negligence of parents to inquire into the 
character of acquaintances of their chil- 
dren and the kinds of places frequented by 
them is a power of evil. 

Young people are fun-loving and they 
must have recreation, but they should be 
told of the ways of the world and guided 
conscientiously. 

Lack of religious training In many homes 
is the origin of general laxness and a dis- 
position to laugh off life’s moral restric- 
tions. 

What means have you in your Church 
for the amusement of the young people? 
After all, is it not there as well as at home 
where we should receive our moral educa- 
tion? 

— o-— 
Thirteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. August 29, 1920. 


THE VALUE OF SOCIABILITY 


(Practical) 
John 4:5-14. 
Datty BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, Rom. 1:1-17; evening, Song 
of Sol. 1:1-2:7. 
Tuesday—Morning, Rom. 1:18-32; evening, Song 


of Sol. 2:8-3:11. 
Wednesday—Morning, Rom. 2:1-29; evening, Song 
of Sol. 4:1-5:8. 


Thursday—Morning, Rom. 3:1-81; evening, Sorg 
of Sol. 5:9-6:18. 

Friday—Morning, Rom. 4:1-25; evening, Song 
of Sol. 7:1-13. 
- Saturday—Morning, Rom. 5:1-21; evening, Song 
of Sol. 8:1-14. 


(Elsa E. Juds.) 
The Luther League is not a substitute 
for either Church or Sunday School, nor 
yet purely a social organization. It is de- 
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signed to meet the needs which neither of 
these cover. It is a mutual exchange of 
plans for inspiration and encouragement. 

The desire for pleasure is universal in 
every normal youth. It is a thing not to 
be trodden upon, but rather one to be en- 
couraged and directed. Amusement and 
pleasure should have a place in every so- 
ciety. There is a “get-together-ness” in 
the idea of Christian young people having 
the same name, principles and pledges. 
Do not be afraid of injecting too much of 
the social element into your organization, 
but do not let it dim the other purposes for 
which you banded. 

Companions mean much to a man, but 
more to young people, for they are more 
sensitive to the influences of their associ- 
ates. The friendships of youth are more 
apt to be enduring than those made at a 
more mature age. Herein has the Luther 
League a responsibility, that of introduc- 
ing young people that they may have the 
proper associates. 

Social gatherings of young people under 
the wise supervision of the Church afford 
the opportunity for them to come together, 
to know one another and in the atmosphere 
ef Christian life to form friendships that 
abide. : 

But there is an obligation as well as a 
privilege connected with membership in a 
young people’s society. 

As long as you are the only person in a 
given place, you may do just as you please, 
you have no duties or social obligations. 
But man, by nature, is a social being, one 
who enjoys social contact with other hu- 
mans. 

When Robinson Crusoe was shipwrecked 
on an island, as long as he was alone, he 
owed no man anything, but when he found 
Friday, he made a companion of him, for 
he was his neighbor. 

The question arises, “Who is my neigh- 
bor?” The answer to this is found in the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. Your 
neighbor is anyone to whom you can ren- 
der a service. It may be that some with 
whom you try to be friendly will resent 
your advances. Emerson says, “It never 
troubles the sun that some of his rays fall 
wide and vain into ungrateful space and 
only a small part on the reflecting planet.” 

Do not cultivate only those friendships 
which will result in your direct gain, but 
think, “What can I give?” For friendship 
acts as a boomerang; it returns to the 
sender with the same force with which it 
was sent. Jesus did not hesitate to ask 
the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well for 
a drink of water, and yet according to 
racial traditions, a barrier existed between 
them, for the Jews had no dealings with 
the Samaritans. Jesus knew that He had 
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something far more valuable than water 
- to give to her. 

It is foolish to be afraid of making our 
ties too spiritual. “Ye all are brethren,” 
we learn from the Bible. Who would not 
be sociable with his brother? Each of us 
will recall friends who have a genius for 
literature, or science or business or me- 
chanics or art or music, coupled with a 
corresponding indifference, inability or even 
antagonism to certain other things. By 
tactful conversation only can common in- 
terests be made known. Be sure to speak 
to your neighbor sitting next to you now, 
for he may give you just the idea for which 
you may be searching. 


—_4— 
Fourteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. September 5, 1920. 
CHRISTIANITY AND MOHAMMED- 
ANISM 
(Missionary) 


Exodus 30 :22-38. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Rom. 6:1-23; evening, Hosea 
1:1-11. 

Tuesday—Morning, Rom. 7:1-25; evening, Hosea 
2 :1-23. 

Wednesday—Morning, Rom. 8:1-18; evening, Hosea 
8:1-4:19. 

Thursday—Morning, Rom. 8:19-29; evening, Hosea 
5 :1-6:11. 

Friday—Morning, Rom. 9:1-33; evening, Hosea 
7:21-8:14. 

Saturday—Morning, Rom. 10:1-21; evening, Hosea 
9 :1-10 :15. 


1. Points of Contrast. 1. Between the 
Founder of Mohammedanism and_ the 
Founder of Christianity. In the study of 
these religions, one is at once impressed 
with the intensely human character of Mo- 
hammed as contrasted with the superhu- 
man attributes of Christ. Nowhere in the 
eareer of the former do we find any of that 
miraculous power manifest in the life of 
our Saviour. Although historians differ 
regarding the true-moral character of Mo- 
hammed, they all must agree that it never 
attained a very high standard. Judged by 
the law of Christ, he stands condemned, 
for he broke every precept of the Sermon 
- on the Mount, not only in his private life, 
but also as a prophet, and even his follow- 
ers must admit that he was guilty of break- 
ing the laws he himself professed to re- 
veal. 

2. Between the Mohammedan and the 
Christian idea of God. The Mohammedan 
God is a cold, comfortless being unap- 
proachable in might and majesty, a ruler 
of overwhelming power, rather than a lov- 
ing and merciful, though Almighty Father. 

The Moslem believes in complete resig- 
nation to the will of God, but he is guided 
by fear rather than love. To the Moslem, 
God’s will is certain, arbitrary, irresisti- 
ble and inevitable before any event occurs, 


19 


To the Christian, God’s will is secret until 
He reveals it. To the Moslem, it would be 
almost blasphemy to pray, “Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” This 
fatalism is the ruling principle in all Mo- 
hammedan countries. It is this which has 
made progress impossible in the lands un- 
der Mohammedan rule. 

The Moslem believes in God as an abso- 
lute Unity, thus denying the Christian doc- 
trine of the Trinity and of the Incarnation 
of God in Jesus Christ. He looks upon 
Jesus as one of the six great prophets, in 
fact, he is considered the only sinless 
prophet, for while Moslems say they make 
no distinction between the prophets, but 
fear and reverence them all, both the Koran 
and the Traditions testify to the holiness 
of Jesus, while even Mohammed is com- 
manded to confess and repent of his sins. 
This fact is of inestimable value to the 
cause of Moslem evangelization. 

3. Between the teachings of the Koran 
and those of the Bible. There is no foun- 
dation in the Koran for the charity which 
regards all men equal in the sight of God. 
There is no sense of sinfulness and reliance 
on God as one higher than ourselves. The 
moral motive of Mohammedanism is a sol- 
emn sense of obedience and submission to 
an all-powerful Ruler; of Christianity it 
is love to an Almighty Father, an all-sym- 
pathizing Redeemer, brother and friend. 

The Koran teaches no sense of personal 
guilt on account of sin. The necessity of 
forgiveness and atonement runs through 
the Bible from beginning to end. The Bible 
teaches the inability of man to fulfil the 
Divine law of righteousness and the hope- 
lessness of his attaining favor with God 


or of entering heaven by the strength of 


his own merits. The attitude of the Chris- 
tian toward God is one of humility and 
hope, and his moral motive is gratitude 
and love. 

The Koran does not portray sin as a 
moral disease corrupting human nature; 
it does not hold up before man the ugli- 
ness of sin as a whole; not a word is said 
of the need of forgiveness and repentance 
for daily sins. It simply prescribes the. 
practice of certain virtues and condemns 
the practice of certain vices. 

2. Its Effect on Countries and Human 
Character. The best test of a religion is in 
the answer to these questions: What are 
its fruits? Is mankind the better for it or 
the worse? 

Mohammedanism, no doubt, may be a 
blessing to barbarous nations with little 
or no civilization and without any religion, 
but to a civilized people or to this same 
people emerging- from barbarism it is a 
curse. 

The history of Mohammedan countries 
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proves that it has been a great evil. It 
claims to be the only true religion and tol- 
erates no rival, resorting even to the sword 
and to force to accomplish its purpose. The 
Persian is the most polished, well-educated 
and literary of Mohammedans, yet the 
country is a deplorable example of politi- 
cal and commercial mismanagement. 

After twelve centuries of Mohammedan- 
ism, the Arabs are still what Mohammed 
found them, a band of robbers. 

The moral standards of Moslem coun- 
tries are low, womanhood is degraded, due 
to the practice of polygamy, and tyranny, 
intolerance, ignorance, crime and supersti- 
tion are prevalent. 

38. The Christian’s Responsibility. The 
fact that in spite of its appalling errors, 
Mohammedanism holds sway over more 
than one-seventh of the population of the 
globe, should awaken the Christian world 
to a sense of its responsibility. It should 
arouse to careful thought missionary .so- 
cieties, congregations and individual Chris- 
tians. It should cause Luther Leaguers to 
pray God to send men especially fitted for 
the work of Moslem evangelization. 

- 
Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. September 12, 1920. 
OUR NEW AMERICAN NEIGHBORS 
(Missionary) 
Acts 10:34-48. 
Datty BrIBLeE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Rom. 11:1-36; evening, Hosea 
11 :1-12 :14. A 

Tuesday—Morning, Rom. 12:1-21; evening, Hosea 
13 :1-14 :9. 

Wednesday—Morning, Rom. 13:1-14; evening, Joel 
1:1-20. 


Thursday—Morning, Rom. 14:1-23; evening, Joel 
2 31-382. 

Friday—Morning, Rom. 15:1-33; evening, Joel 
3:1-21. 

Saturday—Morning, Rom. 16:1-27; evening, Amos 
1:1-2 :16. 


(Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 

Alien or Ally? Our country is greatly 
concerned about the Americanization of her 
large “foreign speaking” population. One- 
tenth of our population are unnaturalized 
aliens. There are ten million people in 
America to whom the subject of citizen- 
ship must be presented. 

The dialects of nearly every nation in 
Europe and a part of Asia are heard on 
our streets. In one hundred years America 
admitted more than thirty million of people 
to her shores. Since 1776, the population 
has increased from 4,000,000 to 100,000,000. 
The “Far Hast and the Final West” have 
come together, and there are no more fron- 
tiers. 

In twenty years preceding the World 
War about 14,000,000 immigrants came to 
the United States, many of them totally 
unprepared for citizenship. They stood in 
the gateway, poor bewildered creatures, 
dazed, lost in a strange environment, an 
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easy prey to designing men, and a rich 
field for the Christian Americanization 
worker. | 

Before we can become a nation similar 
to France or England, America must be- 
come Americanized. To America, the land 
of many nations, the call of the new situa- 
tion brings with it the supreme test of our 
greatness, the test of our sincerity. How 
deep is our interest in this foreign human- 
ity? How much will we sacrifice for them? 

Will we seek to make them good citizens, 
or will we exploit them? They have come 
from lands where there is no equality, in 
order to have justice and freedom. Will 
they meet disappointment? 

Oh, America, every foreign-born within 
our border is a challenge, an opportunity! 
Will these millions be antagonized or as- 
similated? It remains for you and me, and 
the other Americans like us to decide 
whether the new citizen will be an alien or 
whether he will become our ally. 

Christian Americanization. ‘American- 


ization may be the task of the Government. . 


The Government says that education is 
Americanization, but Christian American- 
ization is the task for the Church, and the 
one means of approach is the English lan- 
guage. Biblical material furnishes a basis 
of study, and the verities of life are linked 
with the daily life of the home. 

“The foreigner is at a disadvantage 
when he does not know English. The work 
of assimilation begins at once for the child 
of the foreign-born through his school ac- 
tivities. Whatever he learns he calls 
American. He prides himself that he 
speaks American and thinks in American 
terms. The treatment of this child will ef- 
fect the solution of many Americanization 
problems, therefore he should be given that 
which will be to him the truest type. In 
the schoolhouse the ideals of many nations 
blend into one and ‘are consolidated into 
that nobler type which will become the 
noblest type—an American citizen.’ In the 
Church he finds the true spirit of Ameri- 
canism. 

“But what of the parents? The father 
becomes a part of the new world sooner 
than the mother. But the women in the 
home are absorbed in three things: rent, 
food, clothing. They are left behind, old- 
world citizens, simply staying in a new- 
made home. 

“There are in this country 5,439,801 for- 
eign-born women fifteen years of age or 
over. They must learn English in order 
to keep the respect of their children and 
they should know something of the laws in 
order to protect themselves and their little 
ones. 

“The home will always be the real set- 
ting for Americanization. Only as the 
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mother ‘knows the language of her adopted 
country and the laws of sanitation and 
hygiene can her home become truly Ameri- 
can, not Southern European.’” 

The Christian home must extend a hand 
and help the foreign homes. Yes, it is a 
problem for the Christian church of 
America, for every Christian agency con- 
nected with the Church, for every Chris- 
tian home, and for each individual follow- 
er of Jesus Christ. We dare not remain 
content with a program of Americaniza- 
tion provided by the state. The new Amer- 
ica must be more than an efficient citizen; 
he must bé a Christian citizen! 

Did you know that 10 per cent. of Amer- 
ican adult population are unable to read 
the language of the county or understand 
the discussion of American problems? 
That 18 per cent. of the coming American 
citizens do not attend any school? That 
there is not a city in the United States that 
is reaching 20 per cent. of its foreign-born, 
non-English speaking adults with instruc- 
tion in reading and writing of English? 
That 80 per cent. of the accidents in the 
steel. plants happen to those who can neith- 
er read nor speak English, although these 
men constitute only 34 per cent. of the em- 
ployees? That in one industrial center, 
15 per cent. are illiterates? It is said 
that among sixty men before one row 
of looms, not one of them could un- 
- derstand the language of another! That 
9,000,000 new Americans read the news in 
foreign language papers? That barely 
6,000,000 out of 17,500,000 foreign-born in 
this country have become citizens? That 
about 20 per cent. or 70,000 immigrants re- 
turn to Europe each year, sick, maimed and 
unfit, largely because of poor conditions in 
America? They were not assimilated, 
America did nothing for them. That if the 
foreign-born illiterates in America were 
stretched in a double line of march at in- 
tervals of three feet and in the march 
passed the White House at the rate of 
twenty-five miles a day, it would require 
more than two months for them to pass? 
That it is said: “The foreigner sells his 
vote. What kind of a citizen may we ex- 
pect him to be?” We ask: “Who buys the 
foreigner’s vote?” We answer: “He will be- 
come just the kind of citizen which we 
make of him!” That a flag raised over the 
Jamestown worsted mills was made of wool 
from American sheep sorted by an Ameri- 
can, carded by an Italian, spun by a 
Swede, warped by a German, dressed by 
an Englishman, drawn in by a Scotch- 
man, woven by a Belgian, supervised by 
a Frenchman, inspected by an American, 
scoured by an Albanian, dyed by a Turk, 
examined by an Irishman, pressed by a 
Pole? 


21 


Sixteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. September 19, 1920. 
CHURCH ETIQUETTE 
What Is the Proper Thing to Do at the 
Various Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church? 
(Practical) 
Deut. 9:19. I Cor. 14:40. 


DaILy BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, Acts 20:3-16; evening, Amos 
: fe dea iMotatun, Acts 20:17-88; evening, Amos 
: SWerisid@aye-Moinine: Acts 21:1-17; evening, Amos 
é lianas? arden ae? Acts 21:18-40; evening, Amos 
: *Rriday—Morning, Acts 22:1-30; evening, Amos 
«Saturday —Morning, Acts 23:1-15; evening, Amos 


(The Rev. A. Walter Baker.) 

Esther was placing the flowers on the 
altar the Sunday following Whitsunday 
when the pastor entered from his study. 
“Pastor,” said Esther, “why is it that 
grandmother never eats breakfast before 
going to communion?” 

“Hsther, I am glad you asked me that, 
because I have been thinking during the 
past week of several things connected with 
the Communion and other rites of the 
Church, which some of the young people, 
who seem to follow your leadership in the 
general activities of our Church, have for- 
gotten. Things which pertain to what we 
might call the etiquette of the rites and 
ceremonies of the Church. When your 
grandmother was confirmed it was the cus- 
tom to fast as a part of the preparation 
before receiving the communion and she 
has never given up the practice. Have 
you ever noticed that nearly all the people 
who sit near your grandmother’s pew 
always bow their heads in prayer as soon 
as seated? Have you ever heard any whis- 
pering about her before the services com- 
mence? Did you ever see the pastor delay 
the service for people near her to find their 
places in the liturgy? Your grandmother 
learned years ago that preparation for all 
services increased their value to her and 
helped her in her worship.’ 

“But, pastor, you do not expect us young 
people to do like our grandmothers, do you? 
They are old-fashioned.” 

Not in all things, but it is never old- 
fashioned to do the right thing at the 
right time in the most satisfactory man- 
ner. You are very careful in social mat- 
ters to observe all the courtesies; why not 
do the same in the Church?” 

“We are equally anxious to do all things 
right in the ceremonies of the church. If 
we blunder it is more from ignorance 
than wilfulness.” 

“There are some practical unwritten 
rules to guide you if you will keep them in 
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mind. The first is to ‘be prepared.’ Your 
grandmother has been telling you by ex- 
ample to make preparation for the Holy 
Communion. Moses in Deuteronomy 9:19 
tells us that he ‘did neither eat bread nor 
drink water because of the sin of the 
people.’ The reason he gives is that he 
‘was afraid of the anger and the hot dis- 
pleasure of Jehovah.’ Prepare by fasting 
—it is good; prepare by repentance—it is 
necessary; prepare by thoughtfulness— 
lest it become common place, leading to 
neglect; prepare because it is the most 
sacred of all the ordinances of the Church; 
prepare because ‘nowhere else does the be- 
liever approach as near to heaven as when 
he kneels at the altar, the holy of holies in 
the Church of Christ.’” 

Be Regular. “Esther, how many of the 
High school banquets have you missed 
since you graduated?” 

“None. I would not think of missing 
one.” 

“Your grandmother told me she had not 
missed a communion since she was con- 
firmed except the Sunday you were born. 
She spent that day with your mother. She 
wouldn’t think of missing one of the Lord’s 
banquets.” 

“Sister missed last Sunday because her 
dress was not delivered by the dressmaker. 
Carrie had visitors, and Charles and Henry 
had been quarreling all the week over their 
camping equipment, and were ashamed to 
come.” 

“Esther, do you consider these justify- 
ing excuses? J have never heard of a sin- 
gle excuse that can justify absence from 
the blessed communion. Your record since 
your confirmation is perfect and I trust 
that you will ever keep it so.” 

Be Devout. “All the ceremonies of the 
Church have a recognized established or- 
der of procedure. Changes and innova- 
tions frequently interfere with the solem- 
nity of the service and hinder the devotion 
of the people. You young people who so 
often desire a different way of ‘doing 
things’ should guard very carefully those 
things which preserve the spirituality of 
the rite or ceremony. You may somewhere 
learn of a better way than the one prac- 
ticed in your congregation. The presi- 
dent of my Luther League visited a church 
in a nearby city on Communion Sunday 
and on his return suggested that it would 
be an improvement for us to have the com- 
municants kneel at the altar to receive the 
communion. We tried the change and 
everyone preferred it, bccause kneeling 
seemed to be more devout. Whispering, 
unnecessary commotion, leaving while the 
service is still unfinished, are gross viola- 
tions of good form and show a lack of 
the proper spirit of devotion.” 
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Be Thoughtful. “Pastor, did Elsie say 
anything to you about spilling wine on her 
waist last Sunday?” 

“No, Esther, accidents like that often 
happen with us ministers when you girls 
wear those wide-brimmed hats. Besides 
Elsie did not assist me by placing her 
hand under the bottom of the cup to tilt 
it just right.” 

“Do hats have anything to do with the 
etiquette of the sacraments?” 

“Yes, and so do brushed teeth, and 
washed mouth, and trimmed mustache, and 
several other things. One writer calls un- 
brushed teeth and unwashed mouth at the 
communion an irreverent abomination.” 

“When you are communing where bread 
is used in place of wafers, receive the 
bread in your ungloved left hand and con- 
vey it to your mouth with the right.” 

“Why did you refuse Mrs. Forester’s of- 
fer of an individual communion set?” 
“Because, I didn’t want to start something 
for the Devil to finish. Satan is particu- 
larly well pleased when he can get us dis- 
puting about the communion: vessels, or 
anything else connected with the rites of 
the Church. Much of the talk about un- 
sanitary vessels and fermented wine bor- 
ders on blasphemy. We know that the 
common cup is scriptural, and will con- 
tinue to use what we have without raising 
harmful discussion.” 


We have discussed the proper observ- - 


ance of one ceremony. Space forbids us to 
discuss them all, but there is one safe rule 
for every Leaguer written by the Apostle 
Paul which comprehends all the rites and 
cerémonies which have been practiced in 
the Church or which may be introduced in 
the coming years. “Let all things be done 
decently and in order.” 


—-f—. 
Seventeenth Sunday 
after Trinity. September 26, 1920. 


THE WORD IMPLANTED BY SONG 


(Practical) 
Col. 3:16. 
DatLy BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, Acts 23:16-85; evening, Obadiah 
1:1-21. 
Tuesday—Morning, Acts 24:1-27; evening, Jonah 
1:1-17. 
Wednesday—Morning, Acts 25:1-27; evening, Jo- 


nah 2:1-10. 
Thursday—Morning, Acts 26:1-82; evening, Jonah 


3:1-10. 

Friday—Morning, Acts 27:1-20; evening, Jonah 
4:1-11. 

Saturday—Morning, Acts 27:21-44; evening, Micah 
1:1-16. 

(The Rev. Ernest A. Trabert.) 

“Music is the child of prayer, the com- 
panion of religion,’ says Chateaubriand. 
Song, which voices the deepest aspirations 
of the soul, is the highest type of music. 
“Next to theology,” says Luther, “I give 
to music the highest place of honor. And 
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we see how David and all the saints have 
wrought their godly thoughts into verse, 
rhyme and song.” 

The Word of God kindles the emotions 
and awakens all the music of the soul. And 
when that Word has music in the form of 
song, as the vehicle which carries it to 
the soul, it arouses the most sublime emo- 
tions. From the earliest known days song 
has been the means of expressing the de- 
votion of the soul as it looks up to its 
Maker. The only music known before Christ 
was the choral music used in connection 
with the dance, which was a part of the 
religious worship, and it is to this music 
of the Greeks and Hebrews that the music 
of the Christian Church is directly trace- 
able. For more than fifteen hundred years 
after the dawn of Christianity the practice 
of music as an art was monopolized by the 
Church. As instrumental music was dis- 
countenanced, the history of music is the 
history of song. 

It is only natural that this should be so. 
The Word of God brings before us the 
most ancient hymns in the world—the 
Psalms, which were used in the service 
of God. From Mary’s hymn of praise, the 
Magnificat; from Zechariah’s glad song, 
the Benedictus; from the anthem of the 
angels, the Gloria in Excelsis; from 
Simeon’s joyful and contented hymn, the 
Nunc Dimmittis, it is only natural that 
hymns had a large place in Christian wor- 
ship. The early Christians were a singing 
people. With heart made glad by the bless- 
ings in Christ where could -they find suit- 
able expression for their joy but in song? 

In every age of Christendom revivals of 
religion have been attended with an out- 
burst of song. Luther’s enemies declared 
he made more converts by his hymns than 
by his preaching. When, at a later day, 
there was a reawakening of spiritual life 
it found its fullest expression in the hymns 
of the Church. It is a well-known fact that 
in modern evangelistic campaigns the mes- 
sage of the Word is made more effective 
by song than by exhortation. Long after 
the message of the speaker is forgotten the 
song remains. Ags one writer says, “The 
lines of poetry, the periods of prose, and 
even the texts of Scripture most frequent- 
ly recollected and quoted, are those which 
are felt to be preeminently musical.” 

The meaning of song reaches the very 
depths of our nature. Carlyle says it is 
“a kind of inarticulate, unfathomable 
speech which leads us to the edge of the 
infinite and lets us for a moment gaze into 
that.” The love of Christ, so amazing, so 
divine, is beyond adequate expression. No 
words of man, however eloquent, can de- 
scribe it. But in song the spirit of man 
feels it. On account of the mistaken emo- 
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tionalism of some we Lutherans have a 
tendency to repress emotion in the expres- 
sion of religion. While we may feel doubt- 
ful of the reality of the faith of those who 
are continually making a display of their 
religious feelings, there is a place for emo- 
tion in religion. Religion is not a matter 
of knowledge or will power alone, but finds 
its most beautiful expression in real feel- 
ing. And this feeling cannot be expressed 
better than by song. 

Christian song not only leaves its influ- 
ence on the individual but strikes a re- 
sponsive chord in other hearts. According 
to the Apostle Paul the purpose of song 
is for giving utterance to or religious feel- 
ings (Eph. 5:19) and for teaching and ad- 
monishing others (Col. 3:16). The song 
must bear a message and that song is 
alone worthy which speaks of the great 
things of God as Father and Creator, Jesus 
Christ as His Son and the Redeemer, the 
Holy Ghost as the Sanctifier and man as a 
sinner redeemed by Divine grace. All too 
many of the songs in popular use in some 
churches deal with human emotions and 
the human self-consciousness instead of the 
great realities of faith. They neither 
“teach” nor “admonish.” There is little 
or nothing divine in them. 

It is the Word in the song that bears the 
message of the Spirit. If the song only 
moves by its tintillating melody or sub- 
jective sentiment the emotion is merely 
human feeling. If the Word is imparted 
the Spirit is present and manifests His 
presence in the peace and joy which is fa- 
forded. And that joy “no man taketh from 
you” for it is planted in the heart by the 
Spirit through the Word. 

The power of such spiritual song cannot 
be measured. An incident, which is said to 
have taken place in the coal regions about 
Seranton, Pa., illustrates this. There had 
been a fall of slate and coal and many 
miners were entombed. Most of them were 
Lutherans who had come from Germany. 
After working for three days and nights 
the rescuers were worn out and ready to 
give up in despair. About the mouth of 
the pit was a crowd of idle and ignorant 
curiosity seekers who usually flock to such 
scenes. As they heard the lamentations of 
the women and the sobs of the children they 
worked themselves into a mad frenzy and 
had there been a leader at the moment 
they would have wreaked there vengeance 
on the property of the mine. Just when 
agitators began. to work among them and 
the crowd assumed the character of a 
mob, a girl of about fourteen years of age 
began to sing Luther’s stirring hymn of 
faith, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 
The movement of the mob ceased, one voice 

(Continued on page 34) 


Methods and Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. MBHLHOUSD. 


HIS is the time to plan your year’s 

work with the Juniors. Well laid 

plans and a survey of what the 
Junior leader wishes to accomplish in the 
year means much for the success of the 
Junior League. 

How are you using the Topics? It is a 
good thing to plan now how to use them 
successfully. Do you give them out to the 
children to read? Or, worse still, do you 
read them to the children? Train the 
children to present the Topic. First of 
all, appoint a program committee from 
among the Juniors and let them assist in 
the preparation of the Topic. Divide the 
Topic into parts, add any recitations, ex- 
ercises, stories or poems which bear on the 
Topic, and have the program committee 
distribute this the week before to a num- 
ber of the Juniors who will present that 
part of the Topic at the meeting. Encour- 
age the children to read over this part, 
and then be able to give it in their own 
words. Then let the chairman of this com- 
mittee see that this is arranged into a pro- 
gram, and let her preside at the study of 
the Topic. Let her also secure some one 
of the Juniors who will be prepared to 
discuss or talk on the Topic at the close 
of this program. (I have said “her’”’ be- 
cause it is usually a girl who is chosen, but 
the boys often make better leaders than 
the girls, and the only reason we do not 
have more boys in our Junior Leagues is 
because we do not give them enough to do, 
and are afraid to ask them to do things! 
Put the boys to work. The next president 
of my Junior Society will be a boy.) 
Change this program committee each 
month, post up somewhere the names of 
those arranging the program. This will 
help to create good-natured rivalry. With 
another committee to arrange the opening 
devotional exercises (hymn, Bible reading, 
prayer and memory work), with a chart 
or two with pictures to illustrate the les- 
son taught, and a few bright cheery words 
from the Junior superintendent at the 
close, you cannot help but have an inter- 
esting Junior meeting. 

Here are some hints for the Topics for 
the months of August and September: 


Posters. Poppies, goldenrod, yellow 
daisies, or other midsummer flowers (from 
crepe paper), or pictures of children at 
play, make effective posters for the August 
meetings. For September, children with 
school books and, satchels, cut from maga- 
zines, make an attractive card to advertise 
the meeting. 


August 1. See Topic. 


August 8. “How We Treat Our Play- 
mates.” Teach the Golden Rule. Make a 
practical application of the Topic—fair- 
ness in play, sharing toys, helping one an- 
other in work, sharing good times. Use 
“The Golden Gloves Family,” a leaflet of 
the Woman’s Missionary Society, two 
cents, procurable through this office. 

August 15. “A Great Warrior, David.” 
Have this Topic presented by boys entire- 
ly. Have one boy tell of David’s tending 
the sheep, another of his beautiful music, 
another of his early life with King Saul, 
and another of his encounter with Goliath. 
Encourage the children to read the entire 
story of these heroes of the Old Testament 
and of the New (several more follow), and 
have them write stories on their lives. 
Have one boy write for this meeting a 
paper on “How Boys Today Can Be Like 
David.” Tell of the armor of God’s sol- 
diers (Eph. 6:13-18), draw the various 
parts of the armor on the blackboard, and 
have children memorize this passage. 

August 22. “God Protects Us.” Tell 
how God’s loving care and tender mercy is 
ever about us to protect and provide for 
us. Make the point of contact the abund- 
ant bounties of Nature at this season. Sing 
“All Things Bright and Beautiful.” Tell 
how as children go to an earthly father 
for protection, so we can go to our Heay- 
enly Father for protection from all evil, 
sin and danger. 

August 29. “What the Heavens Teach 
Us.” Teach “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth 
his handiwork.” Contrast this Topic with 
the one of last week—temporal blessings; 
spiritual promises and blessings. Tell how 
the heavens in their glory and majesty tell 
us of God’s power, in forming them; of His 
care for us in His having put the sky with 
all the stars, spreading over us like a can- 
opy; and of His promise of life eternal, 
telling us of the heavenly kingdom beyond 
the skies. 

September 5. See Topic. oi cid 

September 12. “A Great Preacher, 
Paul.” Apart from teaching the story of 
Paul’s life, this Topic presents an admira- 
ble opportunity to the Junior leader to pre- 
sent to the boys the call of the ministry. 
It is not too soon to foster in the minds 
of nine and ten year old boys the thought 
that they may some day be ministers. Boys 
are hero-worshippers, elevate the calling 
in their eyes, and tell of the harvest wait- 
ing for laborers. 

September 19. “God Helps Us to Find 

(Continued on page 84) 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REV. ARTHUR T. MICHLER. 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 
Aveust 1. 
The Bible a Daily Guide. 
By Wrle C. Greiner. 
Psalms 119 :92-105. 


Parallel Passages—Proverbs 
11:28; John 20:31. 

Memory Verse—Psalms 119 :105. ‘Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.” 

Lesson Developed—lt is necessary for a per- 
son to watch the guide posts in following a new 
road so as to arrive at the desired destination 
quickly and without undue waste of time and 
energy. In the journey of life it is always a 
new road which must be traveled. No mortal 
has ever gone through life but the one time. 
The traveler has all the experience of those who 
have gone before but the greatest help and most 
efficient guide is the Word of God—the Bible. 

Christ is the only one who ever traveled this 
road of life and knew what would happen be- 
fore it actually occurred. He has left us all 
his rich experience, as given to us throughout 
the Bible; for, as he told the scofling Jews, ‘“‘Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am,” so not only in the 
New Testament, but also in the Old, we have a 
true and perfect guide for our daily lives. 

The law is laid down to us in the ten com- 
mandments and it is as necessary for us to keep 
these as it was for the ancient Hebrew. We 
are blessed with having the life of Christ as an 
example, and his plain teachings, but he, him- 
self, never broke a single commandment of 
the Mosaic law. 

We find in the Bible a rule for every minute 
of our daily lives. We learn from the two 
tables of the law what our duty is to God, to 
our parents, and to our fellow man. 

We are enjoined to “Watch and pray,” to 
“Search the’ Scriptures,” ‘Love our enemies,” 
to “Go and teach,” in fact there is not a single 
thing in life that is not plainly indicated to 
us in this wonderful book. 

If all men should follow the direction of 
Jesus and “Love thy God with all thy heart, 
and all thy mind, and all thy soul and thy 
neighbor as thyself,” we would never need to 
fear any trouble bétween men and nations. A 
great statistician of this country has said, ‘The 
greatest factor in the business life today is re- 
ligion,” and we learn this from the Bible. It 
is not mere theory nor is it idle dreams, but the 
thinking men and women are realizing as never 
before that the Bible is a daily guide which 
can and will lead all persons to respect the 
rights of their fellow men. 

Suggestions—Review the ten commandments. 
What is the Golden Rule? Have one member 
be prepared to give ten Bible verses, guides for 
clean living; for honor to parents and teachers; 
for proper observance of Gods’ holy day. Have 
some one be prepared to relate incidents to 
show how the Word of God was a daily guide 
to Paul, Luther, Washington, or any other 
great character you may eare to select. 


Aveust 8. 
Prayerless Homes and Why. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
Genesis 19 :1-3; 19 :12-22. 
hs Sera Passages—Job 21:14-15; 


“Memory Passage—Luke 21:36—“Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things 


6:20; Luke 


Daniel 


that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the son of man.” 

Lesson Developed—Never, perhaps, in the 
history of the world were there so many pray- 
erless homes as at the present time, and the 
reason seems very easy to discover, when we 
consider how little of religion is taught to chil- 
dren in the homes. 

Fathers and mothers are so occupied with 
business and clubs, with social duties, with 
pleasures and cares of life that God seems to 
be crowded entirely from their lives. 

Our Scripture lesson tells us of a home in 
the early days of the world’s history, and indi- 
cates to us that prayer was almost unknown 
in that home. The home was located in a great 
city, and the city then, as now, was the hotbed 
of all wickedness. So engrossed were.the people 
with sinful pleasures, the eager desire to grat- 
ify their every desire for wealth and luxury, 
they had no time for God, no time to com- 
mune with him in prayer. 

The same reasons which held in those days 
still hold sway in the minds and hearts of so 
many people, still is the cause of so many 
prayerless homes. 

It is necessary for people, for fathers and 
mothers—and the boys and girls of today will 
be the fathers and mothers of tomorrow, for 
well has the poet declared “The child is father 
of the man,” to revive the family altar, to teach 
children to pray; and where the parents do 
not teach the children then must the children 
teach the parents, for Jesus Himself said, ‘‘And 
a little child shall lead them.’ 

If there were less prayerless homes there 
would be less of misery and suffering in this 
world. You never find the children of God 
stirring up trouble or leading other folks 
astray. 

The greatest characters of all times have been 
the men and women who prayed; and the most 
delightful homes in which to visit are those in 
which you find prayer. There you will find 
concord among the members of the household 
and hospitality for the guest. The prayerless 
home is seldom a pleasant one, for you feel the 
the lack of something even though you cannot 
perceive it. The prayerless home is such be- 
cause all the time is consumed in worldly cares 
and pleasures. 

Suggestions—Draw a word picture for the 
Leaguers of the dinner hour in a_prayerless 
home. In a home of prayer. Have a member 
present a short paper on Luther’s home life. 
If possible read several short selections of 
Luther’s writings on prayer. Emphasize the 
use and need of prayer in the home at meal 
oe in the family gathering, in private devo- 
ion. 

Avueust 15. 


Wholesome Amusements for Young People. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 


Psalms 111 :1-3. 
aoe Passages—Psalms 112:1; Matthew 


5:16. 

Memory Text—Matthew 5:8—‘‘Blessed are 
the pure in heart for they shall see God.” 

Lesson Developed—Our chief duty is to 
praise God, to thank Him for His goodness and 
merey to us. However, He does not desire 
that we have no pleasure or that we refrain 
from all amusements. What he does desire and 
demand is that our amusements be of a clean 
and wholesome character. 

We must never forget that God ig all-seeing, 
that every act and thought is known to Him. 
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No matter how secretly we may go about our 
affairs God is a witness to every thought, word 
and movement. 

Boyhood and girlhood has a right to an en- 
joyable time. But once do we pass this way 
and in youth we derive the keenest enjoyment 
from life. Maturity brings cares and sorrows 
and anxieties along with the pleasure, but youth 
has pleasure pure and unalloyed, and the great 
thing in youth is to see that these pleasures are 
of the proper kind. 

It is not the object of this brief article 
to outline or suggest the kind of amusements to 
be indulged in, but the idea we desire to im- 
press is that they be such as find favor in the 
sight of God and which do not have the mark 
of his disapproval. 

When parents can be induced to take an in- 
terest in their children spending a part of their 
time with their boys and girls, they will read- 
ily find ways of amusing them, and at the same 
time be of assistance in educating them. 

Next to. the parents, and too often left en- 
tirely to them, is the task of instructing and 
also amusing them, given over to teachers. 
They do wisely, we sometimes wonder how it 
is possible for them to accomplish so much in 
so short a period of time; but the parents who 
neglect the opportunity and duty of amusing 
their children will never know what they have 
missed. They will never be conscious of los- 
ing the companionship and comradeship of their 
children, a privilege which every parent should 
eovet, and which comparatively few possess. 
And next to the parent. comes the teacher, we 
repeat this, and to her is given the task of 
supplying what the worldly parent overlooks. 

Suggestions—Discuss with the children dif- 
ferent kinds of amusements, learn what they 


consider wholesome amusements. Guide and 
direct their ideas as much as possible. 
AvcusT 22. 
Dangers and ie alee of Young People. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 
Eccl. 7 71-18. 
Parallel Passages—Prov. 6:27-28; Prov. 
19 :27. 


Memory Text—James 4:7—“‘Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you.” 

Lesson Developed—Not long ago I read an 
intensely interesting article on mushrooms, that 
delicious vegetable which is so much enjoyed, 
and which in gathering one must be so_ very 
careful lest a poisonous variety is gathered and 
eaten. I learned that many poisonous species 
have a peculiar cup shaped base and this dis- 
tinguishing mark enables the wild mushroom 
hunter, who observes closely, to escape serious 
results. 

The thought came to me how good the great 
God is, who made all things for man’s nleasure, 
that he has set a mark upon the harmful things. 
It is much the same way with all the things 
of life. The things which tempt and lead into 
danger all have their distinguishing marks and 
if we examine them as closely as the mushroom 
hunter should his specimens we can see the 
dangers and escape them, and turn aside from 
the temptations, even as we would go away 
from the poisonous vegetable. 

The straight and narrow way of righteous- 
ness is never so pleasant as the broad road 
which leads to destruction. The dangers and 
temptations which beset on every side are made 
to look beautiful and harmless, but examination 
will always reveal the flaws. and there is one 
who sticketh closer than a brother and he is 
always ready, willing and anxious to help those 
who call upon him. So there is really no ex- 
cuse for allowing one’s self to be overcome. 

Some one has said: “It is easier to suppress 
the first desire than to satisfy all that follow 
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after,” and it is easier to overcome the first 
temptation to do wrong than it is to break away 
from a sin which has become a habit. 

The thing to do is not to taste of the dangers 
and then try to flee them, but to fly from temp- 
tation and danger when we first sense it. 

Be careful in choosing companions. Set your 
ideals high and make your companions come up 
to your mark. Never forget to ask daily help 
from the Lord to save you from all manner of 
evils. Keep a clean mind and a clean record. 
“Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

Discussions—What are some of the tempta- 
tions and dangers peculiar to your locality? 
Discuss them with the children. Show how a 
seemingly harmless amusement may lead to 
great danger to body and soul. Use the story 
of Rehoboam as an illustration of the subject. 


AvcustT 29. . 
The Value of Sociability. 
By Harry Heintz. 


Scripture Lesson—John 4 :5-14. 

The Lesson—What a strong impression many 
people have that to be a follower of Jesus we 
must not be joyful and partake of the many 
pleasures of this earth. We are to take Jesus 
as our example and as Jesus was always ready 
to mingle with every class of people and to 
join them whether they were gathered together 
for joy or for sorrow, so we must be ready to 
be sociable in just so far as we know will be 
in accordance with His will. 

Our Scripture lesson tells us of a talk He 
had with a Samaritan woman. If you study 
this talk you will notice what a pleasant tone 
there was to it. Did you also notice that Jesus 
not only asked for something but that He was 
also ready and willing to give something? 

What lesson does this teach us? 

Lesson Applied—To be sociable we must be 
able to talk pleasantly to other people. At 
every opportunity speak a kind word. When 
you talk with others do not try to put yourself 
in a higher class. You must make the other 
party or person feel-at ease and try to make him 
have a real pleasure in talking to you. Start 
right now to cultivate a social habit. Talk to 
boys and girls of your own age in your Sunday 
school who you are not now familiar with. If 
you are not acquainted with every member of 
vour Intermediate League it is your fault. 
Speak to them and create a real spirit of fel- 
lowship at every gathering. 

When you become a member of your Senior 
League you will be prepared to welcome strang- 
ers and entertain them. This applies not only 
to your League but to the congregation as well. 

And it is so easy. There is only one rule 
to be successful socially. Here it is, “You must 
be ever willing to give your joy and happiness 
and talents to others and not be ever waiting 
to be entertained and pleased yourself.” 

A Few Thoughts for a Sociable Social—t. 
tie a paper bag on the right hand of every one 
present and make him wear them out shaking 
hands. 

2. A Train Trip—Place chairs in pairs, all 
facing one way and in a straight line. Ar- 
range for a trip from one city to another hay- 
ing about six station stops. At ‘every station 
those on the left move up one, the one in the, 
front going to the rear. Allow about three 
minutes at each station where every one must 
converse on certain topics, such as: 

My favorite pastime. 

My favorite book. 

My last vacation 

My aim in life. 

My favorite hymns or songs. 

Blow a whistle, or ring a bell, or do both 
and announce the station and topic at each 
change. 
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3. Gossip—All sit in a circle. One person 
whispers a short bit of news to the one on the 
right. This person repeats it to the next and 
so on around the circle. When finished it will 
be found that the original story has been great- 
ly changed. 

4. Blind Feeding Blind—Set two persons on 
the floor, facing each other and blindfolded. 
Give each a saucer of some breakfast cereal and 
a teaspoon and let them try to feed each other. 

5. Wind up with a nice social chat, led by 
the leader. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 


Christianity and Mohammedanism. 
By Harry Heintz. 
Scripture Lesson—EXxodus 30 :22-38. 


The Lesson—When we speak of the follow- 
ers of the Mohammedan religion we can picture 
before us that interesting people known as 
Arabs. Although they are not the only class 
or race of people who are now Mohammedans 
they were among the first. The father of this 
religion was Mohamet, who was born at Mecca, 
A. D. 571. He was born in lowly circum- 
stances and had no education, but his natural 
talents were exceptional. He sought to make 
himself famous by pretending that he had a 
divine mission which was to start a new reli- 
gion. He went into the desert and pretended 
to talk with the angel Gabriel, from whom, it is 
claimed, he received from time to time certain 
revelations. These revelations were recorded 
in a book. This book is known as the Koran. 

Those who are followers of this religion be- 
lieve that God sent down 104 sacred books. A 
dam received 10, Seth 50, Enoch 30 and Abra- 
ham 10. They say that Moses received the law, 
David the Psalms, and Jesus the Gospels. All 
of these books are contained in the Koran. It 
has many historical errors, contains impossible 
fables, is full of superstition, sanctions slavery, 
and sanctions and contains many things which 
tend to the degradation of women. ; 

Mohammed said that Jesus was a great 
prophet but he would not acknowledge that 
He was the Son of God. He did not believe 
and denied Christ’s crucifixion and death, but 
he does affirm the ascension into heaven. 

Friday is the Mohammedan sabbath, and on 
this day in the mosques this prayer is said for 
Christians, “God make their wives widows, and 
their children orphans, and give their posses- 
sions to be the possession of the followers of 
Islam.” 

Applied—As Christians we recognize that 
Jesus is the true Son of God and that none can 
be greater. Mohammed tried to make himself 
greater than Jesus. T'o do this he had to dis- 
pute the true Word of God and substituted the 
Koran. 

What is your Koran? What book do you 
prefer to the Bible. If you are reading other 
ones in preference to it you are not true to 
your claim as a Christian. 

No doctor can eure a disease if he does not 
know anything about it. We must be careful 
that the principles of this vile Mohammedan 
religion do not spread and it is our duty to 
study and read about it and then lend our aid 
to those who are fighting it. We might call it 
the foe of Christianity. Some people who have 
made a study of it claim that the great reli- 
gious battle of the world will be between Chris- 
tianity and Mohammedanism. TEvery seventh 
person in the world believes in Mohammed. 
Let us ask God to help us to teach these peo- 
ple of the error of their way. 

Hints—Have Intermediates prepare short 
papers on different views of this religion, such 
as. “Why it is known as the religion of the 
sword. ‘What are the methods of prayer.” 

Literature on the subject can be secured from 
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your nearest publication house. Be sure to 
read “Springs in the Desert,” issued by the cen- 
tral committee on “United Study of Missions.” 


SEPTEMBER 12. 


Bird’s Eye View of Foreign Missions. 
Scripture Lesson—Acts 17 :22-31, 


Lesson—One of the greatest work of those 
who are disciples of Christ is the carrying on of 
the work of foreign missions. To go into 
strange lands and among strange peoples re- 
quires a true deyotion to God and a willingness 
to make great sacrifices. However, if we have 
a true determination to serve Him in this man- 
ner the task will be made easy by placing our 
trust in Him and relying on Him for protection 
and guidance. 

Christ has instructed us, through the dis- 
ciples, “Go ye and teach all nations.” The 
church allows us the opportunity to obey this 
command. The Lutheran Church has always 
been in the forefront in doing foreign mission 
work and it is up to the young people to re- 
solve to keep pushing ahead. 

Foreign Mission work requires those who 
have been especially trained. Wherever the 
Word of God is taken and taught there you will 
find education; this requires teachers. The 
body as well as the spirit must be developed and 
taken care of; this requires doctors and nurses. 

If only a very small proportion of people to 
those who served in the late world war would 
decide to serve in the spreading of the Gospel 
in foreign lands, there would be ample help to 
convert all heathen people and make the world 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

The following are a few brief facts of the 
foreign mission work of the Lutheran Church: 

Guntur, India—Area about 100 miles long 
and 60 miles wide. Mission and work about 
seventy-eight years old. Founded by Rey. C. F. 
Heyer, in 1842. Besides the Hindus in the 
field, Mohammedans are found in great numbers. 

Rajahmundry, India—Area about 5,400 
square miles, which is somewhat larger than 
Connecticut. Mission and work about seventy- 
five years old. The people found here are a 
black race and known as Telugus. 

Liberia, Africa—Liberia is about the size of 
Pennsylvania. The first mission was started 
in 1860. The natives are of two classes of 
people. One class are those who are descend- 
ants of those who were the original settlers 
from America and the others descendants of 
those who were the original inhabitants of 
the country. 

Japan—The first mission was started in this 
country in 1892. About thirteen separate mis- 
sion stations are now conducted. ‘To try to de- 
scribe these wonderful and interesting people is 
quite a task and we will simply mention the 
fact that the Lutheran Church is doing a won- 
derful work and securing results. 

British Guiana, South America—The first 
bs was started by the Dutch Lutherans in 


In a recent report the total membership of 
the missions was 864. The people are of the 
black race. 

Argentina, South America—This is in the 
extreme lower end of South America. The be- 
ginning of the work was in 1908. Only a small 
amount of work is being done at the present 
time, but there is a large field open. 

What Can We Do?—There is an opportunity 
for everybody to help in the work. Those who 
are talented and who are in a position to secure 
the necessary training can resolve to adopt for- 
eign missions as their life’s work. Others can 
study the needs and help to raise funds to 
supply the financial needs. You can at least 
read about the work, interest others, and who 
knows but what you might impress some one 
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to become a missionary. Hyery one can pay for 
the cause. 


Hints—Pictures and stories on any part of . 


foreign missions are always interesting. Any 
amount of literature can be secured at the 
various publication houses. Have the Interme- 
diates prepare a list of facts relative to the na- 
tives and the customs of the various countries 
mentioned. 

Take up a special offering for a certain part 
of the foreign mission field. 


SEPTEMBER 19. 


What Is the Proper Thing to do at the Various 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church. 


By Erle C. Greiner. 
Deut. 9:19; I Cor. 14:40. 
Parallel Passages—Lev. 19:30; 
3 :14-16. 


Memory Passages—1 Cor. 14:40—“Let all 

things be done decently and in order.” 

esson Developed—Space forbids entering 
into a full discussion of the points of this les- 
son. Suggestions only can be given and the 
leader must enlarge and bring out the details. 

Proper observance of the church year. Study 
chapter eleven of the “Lutheran Manual’ and 
drill on the Festivals of the Church Year, their 
meaning and proper method of celebration. 
Note particularly how the epistles and gospels 
teach the lessons of the day celebrated, and the 
correct usage of hymns, prayers and anthems 
to give diversity and yet add dignity and round- 
ed form to each service. “All stress is laid wpon 
the Word of God.” 

Read articles fifteen and twenty-six of the 
Augsburg Confession and explain how these 
two touch directly upon our subject. 

Confirmation—Explain why the Lutheran 
Church confirms and why it is done by the 
pastor. Emphasize the need of catechetical 
instruction, the sacredness of the vow and its 
purpose. 

Confession—Explain what it is and why it 
has been retained by the Lutheran Church. 
Consult Luther’s Catechism with explanation— 
Stump’s if possible. Should be observed by 
each one before partaking of the Holy Com- 
munion. 

The Lord’s Supper—Dwell upon the proper 
frame of mind in which the recipient should 
approach the altar. His conduct while there 
and his attitude in leaving. Hmphasize the 
rudeness so many display in leaving the church 
before the close of the service on days when 
this sacrament is administered. 

Altar Hangings—Explain the use of differ- 
ent colors and which colors are correct for the 
different seasons and festivals of the church 
year. 

Explain why the pastor faces the congrega- 
tion during a part of the services and the altar 
during part of the service and designate the 
parts. 

Bring your lesson to a close by again empha- 
sizing the need of more reverence in God’s 
house. We, as Christians, very frequently act 
in a most thoughtless and unbecoming manner 
in the church, treating our best friend in his 
own house as we would never dream of acting 
in the house of an earthly friend. 


EFFICIENT TREASURER’S RECORD 


Simple, complete, concise, convenient and inexpen- 
sive. A “Time Saver,’’ that adds pleasure and effect 
to the service of treasurers of the Church, Sunday 
School, Luther League, District and State League, 
etc. Published for the cause—Not for profit. 


Timothy 


Write at once for particulars. 
W. J. P. MENG. 14 North Peoria St., Chicago, Ill. 
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SEPTEMBER 26. 


The Word Implanted by Song. 
By Harry Heintz. 
Scripture Lesson—Col. 3:16. 


Memory Passages—Hphesians 5:19; Psalms 
1387 :4. 

Lesson—As long as men have inhabitated the 
earth people have given expression by song in 
all conditions and circumstances. Singing is 
used for various effects. During the late war 
America was known as a singing nation. Com- 
munity sings were held everywhere. The very 
spirit of patriotism was quickened and kept 
alive by song. The Reformation is said to have 
sung its way into the hearts of the people. 
How many times do we amuse ourselves by 
singing or by listening to it. Music is acknowl- 
edged as one of the greatest things for the de- 
velopment and advancement of all people. But 
there is one thing that is the greatest use that 
music can be put to. It is in the prayer, praise 
and thanksgiving to God. 

How beautiful are the hymns we sing in 
church and Sunday school. We find them for 
all occasions: for joy, for prayer, for sorrow, 
for thanksgiving, and for inspiration. 

Think of the many souls that have been saved 
through the hearing of a single song. Think 
of the millions of heart aches that have been 
eured, of the smiles of joy that have been 
created, of the millions of prayers. All by song. 

Do you remember David, how by his singing 
and playing he gained fame and glory? Do you 
remember that story of how the angels of 
heaven sang at the birth of Jesus? All of these 
things were for the glory of God. 

Applied—Let us consider a few things that 
should govern the spirit by which we enter into 
our singing. 

The Time—Always consider the day and 
time. The Sabbath is no time for popular 
songs. It is the Lord’s Day and we should 
use music and song pleasing to Him. 

The Place—It is wrong to use improper 
songs and music at any service where God is 
concerned, and remember that God is concerned 
about us wherever we are. Be particularly 
careful when you are in God’s House. 

The Object—God wants us to be joyful and 
happy, but in our joy we should be careful that 
we only select songs which are above reproach. 
If you ever become a part of the choir you are 
helping to do that which our lesson ealls for, 
“Implanting the Word by Song.” When you 
are a part of the congregation you are singing | 
for an object. Realize what it is. 

The Music—Become familiar with the tunes 
of good hymns that appeal to you. They will 
help you to keep the Word of God in your 
mind. Let the music mean something to you 
as well as the words. Remember there is such 
a thing as church music. 

The Words—Never sing a hymn or part of 
any service unless you realize every word that 
you utter. You are speaking to God and He 
does not care to hear words that are not spoken 
with sincerity. 

Hints—Hxplain parts of the common service 
or the Sunday school service and where in the 
Bible they can be found and what their origin 
was. Get facts of interest in reference to 
favorite songs and hymns and make a short 
story of them. 

Suggest an Intermediate choir. Those of 
your congregation interested in music should 
be glad to train such a group. 

Have Intermediates memorize verses of some 
favorite hymns. 

Get each one present to write down two 
favorite hymns and sing those having the larg- 
est number of votes. 
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JUNIOR TOPICS 
Aveust 1. 
Our Own Folks. 
(Missionary ) 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


(The Missionary Topics for use in the Junior 
Leagues have been prepared under the direction 
of the literature committee of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society of the United Lutheran 
Church. The material for the August meeting 
will be found in The Junior Leader’s Graded 
Quarterly, price 15 cents per copy, and in the 
Junior book, “Called to the Colors,” price 29 
cents, both of which may be procured from this 
office. ) 


PROGRAM, 


1. Directed Prayer (that we may be good 
lookouts, that every boy and girl may 
be ready to enlist in the army of Christ, 
ete., ete.) 

Song, “America.” 
Topic—‘Our Own Folks” 
“Called to the Colors’’). 
Permeaee Lesson—Romans 12, 2 Tim. 


(based on 


PR iS COS 


Let the classes take their places for the 
lesson study. 

Lesson Study. 1. First Grade—The Les- 
son Story (Junior Quarterly). 2. Sec- 
ond Grade—Reports from the Camp 
Officers and Privates. All rise and say, 
“T am called to the colors, there are dan- 
ger signals—stand on guard duty, the 
Great Commander knows what to do, it 
is my part to obey orders, the orders 
say — ‘Straight Ahead!’ ‘Forward, 
March.” 38. Third Grade—Who are 
“Our Own Folks? Volunteers? Term 
of enlistment? Duties? Branches of 
Service? Camps? ‘Tents?’ (make a 
point of the care of the tents as com- 
pared to the care of the body—the tent 
God has provided for each one as a 
house or home for the soul) (The Junior 
Leader's Quarterly). (Read John 
1 :35-51.) 

7. Reassemble the 
service. 

8. Prayer—‘Our Father, we thank Thee for 
calling us to the colors. Help us to go 
wherever we are sent to fight Thy bat- 
tles for our country and for the world. 
Grand Lord that some of us Juniors may 
volunteer to serve Thee as missionaries 
in the home or on the foreign field. Help 
us to bring others to Christ. We ask it 
in Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

9. Song. “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 

10. Offering for the day. 

11. Roll Call (respond with the letter H). 

John 1:8. 
12. Business—Reading of the Old 
Business, New Business. 

13. Closing Prayer, “God be merciful unto us 

and bless us, and cause His face to shine 

upon us, that Thy way may be known 
upon earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations. Amen.” 


o> 


Juniors for the closing 


Minutes, 


PLANS FOR THE MEETING. 


Form your Junior League into a. training 
camp. The Juniors prove efficient captains, 
lieutenants, sergeants, and even the privates are 
anxious to obey orders and prove faithful. 

Teach the meaning of the term “Attention,” 
“Mark Time,’ “Present Arms,” “Right About 
Face,’ “Forward, March,” as applied to Chris- 
tian service. The Junior League is a Junior 
Missionary Training Station. MReeruits are 
needed, and there are certain requirements to 
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become efficient soldiers and render acceptable 
service to their Captain, Jesus Christ. 

Actual training is necessary to become effi- 
cient, hence let the officers and the Juniors 
themselves do most of the work, under your 
supervision. 

Poster and Invitation—A large tent with the 
verse, Come and hear what we have to say, of 
“Our Own Folks” today. At the Junior Train- 
ingt@amp, AT .'..%.: DegEN es tee. niet ore ace Church, 
Jr., President.” For small tents 
for invitations, take an oblong piece of paper 
five inches long and three inches wide. Find 
the middle point and fold over either side to 
the front, forming the front of the tent. Now 
fold the half inch back and this will form a 
base on which the tent will stand. Write the 
invitation on the inside. 

Plan for the organization of a Junior Study 
Class, the book “Called to the Colors” is a fine 
one for this purpose. Get your Junior 
Leaguers together during this summer month, 
and take a missionary offering at such meeting, 
as you study this book. 


AvuGusT 8. 
How We Treat Our Playmates. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 

Scripture Readings—I John 3:18; 4:7, 11, 
21., 1 Peter .5.:5;. Phil, 2:3. 

There is a place in the Christian religion for 
the children—the boys and the girls. Jesus 
was himself a boy like other boys, and I am 
sure He played games with the boys and girls 
just as you do. But I am just as sure He 
played the game fairly and squarely and in- 
sisted on all the others playing a_ straight 
game. Then I am sure He was kind and gentle 
with His playmates. I am sure He never im- 
posed on younger children or teased them. I 
am sure He was just as careful not to hurt 
the feelings of His playmates as He was of 
the happiness of all about Him when He was 
grown up. We are sure He never slighted any 
one or treated any one rudely, as some boys and 
girls do today when playing. We ought to try 
to be like Jesus. We ought to take our religion 
to the. playground with us just the same as we 
take it with us to church. We can be Chris- 
tians there just as at church. We can be kind 
to one another, courteous, honest in our games, 
clean in our speech, and help every one to have 
a good time, and show that we are truly God’s 
children. 

Jesus tells us to love one another because 
He first loved us. We will not willingly hurt 
anyone we love, and surely if we love our play- 
mates we will not try to hurt them in any way. 
If we observe the actions of a group of children 
at play, what a difference we will see there! 
Some boys are always trying to trip one an- 
other, or hurt some one in some way, and when 
they sueceed in doing so they are very gleeful, 
and go on to try it on someone else. Others 
cheat at marbles or whatever game they hap- 
pen to be playing; others are tale-bearers and 
gossips, constantly carrying tales about their 
playmates and trying to put them in the worst 
light possible and getting them into trouble. 
Other boys are always trying to pick a quarrel 
with another, and especially a smaller boy, and 
trying to start a fight. And some girls are 
critical and fault-finding, always making things 
as unpleasant for the other girls as possible; 
others are proud and feel that they are better 
than their playmates—perhaps they are more 
nicely dressed—and they sneer at them and 
make fun at their expense; some girls are tale- 
bearers, too; and some cheat in their games; 
others are rude and bad tempered and selfish. 
What a long line of unpleasant things to say 
about boys and girls. But did you never see 
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boys and girls like those we have mentioned? 
Surely no Junior Leaguers would do any of 
these things! Such children do not have love 
for Jesus in their hearts, for if they did they 
would also love one another. Note the boy who 
is always doing a kind act for some one, the boy 
who plays the game, honestly and cleanly, the 
boy who takes the part of the smaller one who 
is being imposed upon; the boy who is clean in 
his speech, manly in his actions; who is truth- 
ful and courteous to his playmates as well as 
to older folks; who is good natured under try- 
ing circumstances—this is one who is trying to 
serve his Master and to be like Him; and the 
girl who is sweet tempered; who does not criti- 
cise her playmates or sneer at them or their 
clothes; who does not carry tales; who is pa- 
tient with the smaller ones and helps them to 
have a good time, too; who plays an honest 
game—this is the kind of a girl who shows that 
Christ is her friend, whom she is trying to 
be like. 

Some boys and girls always think they can 
do things just a little better than their play- 
mates and they like to brag about it. Paul 
says we should esteem others better than our- 
selves; look at our own faults and consider the 
good points in others’ characters. 

So, Juniors, if you want to win your play- 
mates over to Christ, if they do not already 
love Him, you must deal with them as you think 
He would have done if He were here, and then 
they will love you and want to be like you. 
They will see that it is worth while for a boy 
or a girl to be a Christian, and they will want 
to be one, too, and in that way you will be 
doing a service for the Master, and will be mak- 
ing yourselves and others happy at the same 
time. 


Avueust 15. 


A Great Warrior (David). 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


Scripture Readings—I Samuel 19:8. 
uel 28:1-2. II Sam. 5:4-7, 9-10. 

The Story—David, the second King of 
Israel, was a mighty warrior. He was one of 
the sons of Jesse, who lived at Bethlehem in 
Judea. As a boy David tended his father’s 
flocks, and so became used to hardship. He was 
obliged to defend the flocks from wild animals 
—once a lion and another time a bear—and so, 
even as a boy, he showed his courage and 
strength. 

While he was yet a youth, God’s Prophet, 
Samuel, was sent to his father’s home to seek 
a young man who would be fit to become King 
of Israel, and after all Jesse’s sons except 
David had been called in Samuel asked to see 
the youngest son, David, and so he was called 
in from the fields, and soon as he came in be- 
fore the prophet God told Samuel this was the 
one he was seeking, so Samuel anointed David 
King of Israel, and the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon him from that day. 


I Sam- 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


After that King Saul sought a man who could 
play the harp to come and drive out the evil 
spirit which possessed him, and some one men- 
tioned David, and the King sent for him, and 
when he came the King loved him and made 
him his armor-bearer, and in this!way David 
became skilled in warfare. 

About that time the Philistines made war 
against Israel, and a great giant came out and 
challenged some man of the Israelite army to 
come out and fight him single handed, but none 
would dare to go. Now some of David’s broth- 
ers were in the army, and the father, Jesse, 
sent his son David to the army to see his broth- 
ers and to carry them food, and there he 
learned about the giant, and he at once resolved 
to accept the challenge, and went to King Saul 
for permission to do so. At first Saul thought 
he was not able to do it, but David told him 
that the same God who delivered him from the 
lion and the bear could save him from the giant. 
so Saul permitted him to go. Saul wanted 
David to wear his armor, but it was too large 
for him, and so he threw it aside, took his staff 
and his sling, selected some smooth stones out 
of the brook nearby, and ran out to meet the 
giant, and as he ran he shot the giant in the 
forehead and killed him, and taking the giant’s 
sword he cut off his head and showed it to the 
Israelite army. The Israelite army then de- 
feated the Philistine army. Saul was very 
grateful to David, and his son, Jonathan, loved 
him very dearly. 

David went out into the wars with Saul and 
Jonathan after that, and because David was 
so wise and so brave the people began to think 
so much of him that the King became jealous 
of him and tried many times to kill him, but 
God was with him and protected him. There 
were times when David could have killed Saul, 
but he spared his life because, as he said, Saul 
was the Lord’s Anointed. 

After Saul and his son, Jonathan, died, David 
became King of Israel, but his reign was not a 
peaceful one. He had to engage in a great war 
against the followers of Saul and finally de- 
feated them. He also had to fight against all 
the heathen tribes about him. He went out 
against the Jebusites and captured their city, 
Jebus or Jerusalem, and made it his capital. 
He conquered the Moabites and the Syrians and 
made them slaves. Even his own sons rose up 
in rebellion against him, and he had to raise 
up an army and put down that rebellion. So 
all his life was a constant warfare, but the 
Lord delivered him out of the hands of his 
enemies. David made a great song, in which 
he said: “The Lord is my Rock and my 
Fortress and my Deliverer.” He trusted in the 
Lord and called upon Him always in time of 
trouble, and the Lord always heard and an- 
swered him. 

Lesson Taught—God is our helper, too. We 
have great battles to fight today—hbattles against 
sin, against our bad habits, and these battles 
call for constant warfare and as much bravery 


R:Grigsler, et 
Churrh Rurnishings, a a materiass. 
ALTARS,PULPITS,LECTERNS,F ONTS, FABRICS, EMBROIDERIES. 


| MEMORIAL TABLETS, STAINED GLASS WINDOWS. 
=—| 56 WEST 8TH ST. NE NEW V YORK.E 


a 


———— 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


as David showed. We must not be afraid to 
show other people that we are soldiers in this 
war. God will give us the victory if we ask 
His help, trust Him, and keep on fighting. 

Then, too, God gives us an armor which we 
need not throw aside as David had to do with 
the King’s, because it fits us. It is God’s 
armor—the Helmet of Salvation, the Breast- 
plate of Righteousness, the Shield of Faith, the 
Girdle of Truth, and our feet are shod with 
the preparation of the Gospel of Peace, and 
then we may carry the Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God, and with all these 
we will win the victory. 


AUGUST 22. 
God Protects Us. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


Scripture Lesson—Matt. 18 :10-14. 

The Story—When Jesus lived here on earth 
over in Paléstine, many people had flocks of 
sheep, which they pastured out on the moun- 
tains and on the plains, and sometimes a sheep 
would wander away and become lost. But 
Jesus said if a man had a hundred sheep, and 
one would go astray he would leave all the 
ninety-nine and go out into the dark forests 
and lonely mountains and hunt and hunt for 
that sheep until he would find it. And when 
he would find it he would put it up on his 
shoulder or take it up in his arms, for a sheep 
soon becomes very tired and cannot walk very 
far, and he would carry it home, and then he 
would go out and tell his neighbors that the 
sheep which had been lost was found, and they 
would come in and rejoice with him; and Jesus 
said the man would rejoice more over that 
sheep which was lost and which had been found 
than he would over the ninety-nine in the fold, 
which did not go astray. 

The Lesson Taught—Jesus cares for us and 
protects us from harm, and especially does he 
care for the weaker ones in the flock. His 
angels watch over, protect and minister to 
them. He says, “Take heed that you despise 
not one of these little ones for in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in Heaven.” 

Jesus wants us to know that He knows every- 
thing about us, where we are and what we are 
doing. He knows when we are in danger. He 
goes with us into all dangerous places, and pro- 
tects us from harm. Of course we are not to 
be reckless or careless and go into unnecessary 
danger and expect Him to take care of us, but 
if we fall into danger and call upon Him He 
will hear us and answer us. 

Then, too, He helps us to keep from sin if 
we ask Him. He will make us strong enough 
to resist temptation, and if, like the sheep, we 
happen to wander away from. Him and from 
the fold, He will go out and hunt us and bring 
us gap and will rejoice because we have come 
back. 

Jesus loves especially the children—the lambs 
of the flock—and cares for them. We do not 
understand how, but in some way there are 
special angels appointed to watch over the chil- 
dren. So, boys and girls, when you are alone 
in the dark, or out on a lonely road, or in some 
very special danger, don’t forget that the angels 
are guarding you, and that no evil can come to 
you without Jesus’ knowledge, and that what- 
ever does happen is permitted by Him for some 
‘wise purpose, and that He loves us through it 
all. 


Aveust 29. 
What the Heavens Teach Us. 
By Jane M. Truxal. 


Scripture Reading—Psalm 19 :1-6. 
DEAR JuNIORS—Have you ever gone outside 
on a clear night, when the stars and the moon 
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were shining, and looked up into the heavens 
and tried to count the stars? Surely you have, 
but there were so many you could not count 
them, and as you looked at them, some shining 
with a clear, steady light, and others twinkling 
away like the candles on a Christmas tree, you 
must have been impressed with the vastness of 
sueh a universe that could contain so many 


‘stars, for those stars, which appear to be so 


tiny, some searcely larger than a pinhead, are 
large planets like our own earth, but they are 
so far away from us that they appear tiny to 
us. Just think of a space large enough to hold 
millions and millions of planets like our earth, 
and all so far away from each other that there 
is never any danger of them coming in contact 
with each other. Then there is the sun, too, 
that great ball of fire that gives us heat all the 
time and light by day, and even light by night. 
for the moon’s light and the light of the stars is 
only borrowed from the sun, and reflected back 
to us to light our nights. The sun is 92,000,000 
miles away from us. Our minds cannot grasp 
such a distance as that, nor the size of the 
sun. for it is about 125 times as large as the 
earth. What a wonderful Creator it was who 
created these wonderful celestial bodies! Sure- 
ly no one ean look up into the Heavens and 
not see God’s hand there! Surely no one could 
believe that such a body as the sun could exist 
and all the planets revolve about it, in perfect 
order and harmony, each always keeping its 
own course or path without some great power 
back of it. Surely no one could think that this 
all came about by chance; and what power 
could it be but the Almighty God? So, one of 
the first things the Heavens teach us is the 
greatness of God’s might and power in con- 
structing and ruling such a universe. One 
lesson we can learn, too, from a study of the 
Heavens is that the stars and planets all obey 
the law of the universe, each moving in its own 
path ; each doing the work God placed it there 
to do. We should obey God’s will. as it is 
revealed to us in His Word. the Bible, and do 
the work He meant us to do. 

Then these lights, the sun, moon and stars 
shine always, We must let our lights shine. 
all the time, too. We must not be turned about 
as the weather vane with every little wind that 
blows. We must not let every one who comes 
around with a different religion turn us aside 
from our true religion. A true Christian will 
not be turned aside, but will be steadfast, un- 
eh ps always abounding in the work of the 

ord. 

Our lights, like the stars, should be brilliant, 
but they should be calm and steady, gentle 
lights ; not shining one time and dark another 
time. We should always let folks about us 
know that we are shining for Jesus, and that 
we shine all the time. We should be kind and 
gentle in our manner at all times, as near like 
Jesus as possible. Then we must be like the 
fixed stars or the sun, constant—in our places 
at all the church services, regularly and punc- 
tually—on time. Whoever heard of the sun 
forgetting to shine, or beginning to shine an 
hour late some day. We must show others the 
way, and if we who are Christians are care- 
less about attending the services of God’s house, 
and doing things for Him, how can we show 
others the way or help others to come and 
love the church? 

The light of the stars is not their own; it 
is just borrowed from the sun and then reflected 
back to us to make our nights beautiful. So 
we, Christian Luther Leaguers, get our light 
from the Great Sun of Righteousness, for He 


says, “I am the Light of the World,” and then 


we are to go out and heln to make other lives 
happier and brighter. What a dark world this 
would be if there were no stars, no moon, no 
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sun, and what a dark, unhappy place it would 
be if God’s light did not shine in it, through his 
believers! There would be no happy laughing 
children, no orphans’ homes, no hospitals, no 
missionaries, no institutions of mercy any- 
where; no happy homes in all the world; the 
flowers, the stars and the sunlight would be all 
wasted, for no one would care for them or 
appreciate them. 

Sometimes we cannot see the sun—or the 
moon or the stars, but it is not because they are 
not there. It is because there are dark clouds 
between us and them, but as soon as the clouds 
roll away they shine forth in all their splendor 
and glory. So, no matter, if sometimes clouds 
of disappointment or sorrow come to us, God 
is back of the clouds, and soon He will roll 
them all away and we can see His love. 

Sometimes we feel that we cannot do much, 
or that our tiny light will not make much dif- 
ference, yet we can make a little brightness 
about us; we can make some one happier for 
our being here. So, Juniors, let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 


Our Guests from Abroad. 
(Missionary. ) 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


(These programs for the missionary meetings 
of the Junior Leagues have been arranged under 
the auspices of the literature committee of the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of the United 
Lutheran Church. Material used with this pro- 
gram is The Junior Leader’s Quarterly, 15 cents 
a copy, and the Junior textbook, “Called to the 
Colors,” price 29 cents, both of which may be 
ordered through this office.) 


- PROGRAM. 
Prayer by the Superintendent. 


ale 

2. Song, “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know.” 
3. Topic, “Our Guests from Abroad.” 

4, abe es Lesson, I John 3:13-19; I Cor. 
5. Brother has gone to war with brother, and 


that before the eyes of all the nations 
of the earth. We as Christians should 
try to lead exemplary lives and show to 
the world that the followers of Christ 
long for peace and harmony among the 
peoples of the world. “Look upon the 
fields, for they are white unto the har- 
vest.” 

6. The grades will separate and go to their 
respective rooms. (Children should be 
divided for the lesson, those up to six 
years of age in one group, from six to 
nine in another, and those from nine to 
twelve in another. 

7. First Grade. (See the Junior Leader’s 
Quarterly for lesson.) The Juniors 
should be asked to make suggestions for 
helping ‘Our Guests from Abroad” in 
the Jesus way. Encourage them to carry 
out any practical suggestion that may 
be made. 

8. Second Grade. (a) Have the Christian 
flag and the Stars and Stripes in evi- 
dence in the classroom. Have them re- 
peat the lines of “I am Called to the 
Colors.” This was given in the July 
program, or can be found in the textbook 
“Called to the Colors.” (b) Participa- 
tion by the various members. (See the 
Second Grade, The Junior Leader’s 
Quarterly.) 

9. Third Grade. A bit of interesting history 
is brought out in the Third Grade les- 
sons. (See ‘the Junior Leader's Quar- 
terly. Third Grade.) 
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10. Song, “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 
(Singing while reassembling.) 

11. A brief’ summary of the lesson. Just 
bring out the high points and put them 
in a way that children can remember 
them. (Superintendent. ) 

12. Reports from the officers of the camp. 

13. Offering for the day. 

14. Roll call. (Respond with John 6:48—the 
letter 21.) 

15. Reading of the minutes, reports of com- 
mittees, new business. 

16. Closing prayer, ‘God be merciful unto us 
and bless us and cause His face to shine 
upon us, that Thy way may be known 
upon earth, Thy saving health among 
all nations.” Amen. 


PLANS. 


Vacation time is now passed and we are get- 
ting ready for good solid work in our Junior 
Leagues. Let this meeting be a real rally 
meeting. It would be fine to rally together 
with some of the Juniors of other churches at 
this time. 

Plan to enlarge your society by inviting into 
it the children just starting to school, who now, 
six years of age, scorn to belong to the begin- 
ners department in Sunday school, and who will 
welcome the idea of joining a boys’ and girls’ 
society. 

Make this first meeting of September ag in- 
teresting as possible, a start for the whole 
winter’s work. 


SEPTEMBER 12, 


A Great Preacher (Paul). 
By Mrs. M. Haller Frey. 


Memory Texts—Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? Acts 9:6. Be not afraid, but speak 
and hold not thy pace, Acts 18:9. For I am 
with thee and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee. Acts 18:10. 

Scripture Lesson—Acts 17; 22-34. 

Lesson Developed—When we read of Paul’s 
life we wonder sometimes how he could do the 
things he did. For instance, in today’s lesson 
he stands before a strange people who called 
him a babbler, people who spent their time in 
gossipping and who also worshipped strange 
gods. Did he cringe and apologize for his faith 
in this Jesus who had found him on his way to 
Damascus so short a time ago? No. 

Boldly and fearlessly Paul tells them of the 
one true God who was creator of all things. 
Told them to seek the Lord because He could 
be found by all. In Him alone they had their 
being and live and move only at His will. At 
the story of the resurrection of the dead some 
laughed while others put it aside to be thought 
of at some other time. So Paul departed from 
them and some men believed, but others neg- 
lected their great opportunity of finding Christ. 

We all have our ideals and aspirations. We 
take this man or that woman and we think we 
would like to be like them when we grow up 
but they are only human and make mistakes 
and we are disappointed. We hear of great 
things done by some one and we aspire to do 
great things and then we ofttimes fail. We 
think of the great preacher, Paul, and wonder 
at his strength and courage and marvel at the 
name he made for himself. What was the 
secret of his success? . 

Do you remember the just words of Paul 
after Jesus had made Himself known to him? 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” And 
when told what to do he did it. Obedience was 
the secret of Paul’s greatness. You and I must 
have the same secret in order to obtain what 
God calls success. 

Paul had a keynote to his strength and cour- 
age and we find that in Acts 18:10, “I am with 
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thee.” Paul believed that God would stand by 
him and he was never disappointed. God was 
with him and He will be with us if we trust 
Him. We can’t all be great preachers and do 
great things. But we can all be obedient to 
His will and even while young trust Him and 
take Him only for our ideal and our model, 
What God wants today are good, true and 
trustworthy men and women who like Paul, 
fearlessly stand for the right. Our names may 
never be blazoned on history pages but our 
example will live on throughout all eternity. 
“Lives of great men oft remind us, 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of time.” 


SEPTEMBER 19. 
God Helps Us to Find Our Life Work. 
Matt. 7:7-8. 


By Mrs. M. Haller Frey. 
Memorize— 
Oh may we each be true and pure 
And brave and full of cheer. 
May each be now and ever sure, 
Of Christ’s own presence near 
And may we find the highest joy 
Throughout our service here. 

Lesson Developed—Great hopes and ambi- 
tions lie before all earnest, active and alive 
boys and girls. Even in our Junior years we 
plan for the future. But do we always include 
God in our plans? Our lesson today tells us 
to ask, seek and knock and the advice is taken 
from Christ’s sermon on the Mount which, if 
read in its entirety, would throw much light on 
all our plans for the future and would keep us 
from failing as we so often do. 

Jesus said, ask for what you want but don’t 
stop there. Seek, hunt and knock, or in other 
words insist on what you want and if what 
you want is good for you, you will receive, 
the door will be opened. First of all be sure 
the thing you want is the right thing, then ask 
Him to give it to you. If God knows it is 
good for you, you will receive, if not He will 
withhold. 

Perhaps you are planning your own life 
work but God has another for you. You want 
to work in pleasant fields, He may have rough 
ways in store for you. Be sure to consult Him 
and if you will listen He will answer and when 
He answers don’t turn Him away. 

God takes an interest in all we do and He 
would have us be earnest in all our efforts. If 
He leads us to great things let us be thankful 
for the opportunity to serve in high places. 

If He wants us to work humbly and ob- 
scurely let us be faithful and true to our trust, 
no matter what our life work in the future 
may be, the only thing that will count is faith- 
fulness to Him and to the trust He has given 
us. / 

Live for something and be earnest 
Though the work may humble be, 
By the word of men unnoticed, 
Known alone to God and thee. 
Wvery act has priceless value 
To the architect of fate; 
’Tis the spirit of thy doing 
That alone will make it great. 
SEPTEMBER 26. 
Hymns We Ought to Know. 


‘By Mrs. M. Haller Frey. 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee.’’—Wphesians 
1:12-19. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord.”—Psalms 148. 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name.”—Ephe- 
sians 1 :21-22. 

Memorize—Psalms 95 :1-3. 

In this day of many popular songs with much 
rhythm but so little sense or beauty of sentiment 
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it will do us all good to spend an hour in think- 
ing about these three good, uplifting hymns 
which are so familiar to all. We sing them 
sometimes without a thought of what they 
could mean to us. 

Hach Hymn we sing is a prayer. Do we 
always remember that? Or do we think of all 
manner of other things as we sing? Do we 
realize that our prayers ascend only to the 
throne of grace when we sing or say them from 
heart? If we learn early in life to think of 
those things we will cultivate a sense of rever- 
ence, trust and faith that will endure through 
all time. 

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” was written 
by Ray Palmer in the year 18380. During all 
these years it is ever new and full of blessing. 
This cannot be said of the so-called popular 
songs which so soon become old and stale to 
us. Why not learn the songs which will really 
help us rather than fill our minds with mean- 
ingless words and phrases. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord’ was written in 
1778 by Benjamin Williams. Let us memorize 
at least that glorious last verse: 


“Lord, Thy mercies never fail. 
Hail, Celestial Goodness, Hail. 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 

Be Thy glorious name adored.” 


Doesn’t it inspire us and fill us with a sense 
of His great glory and majesty? We would 
have time to sing some of these beautiful songs 
every day if we really want tc do so. 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name,” 
Let Angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all.” 


Sing it as often as we may we never fail to 
catch the glory of it. Little did the writer, 
Hdward Perronet, dream, as in the year 1780 
he wrote these words, that it would become 
the mighty song of exaltation to all Christians 
down through all these years. 

Let us forget some of the foolish songs we 
hear all around us and learn more of the grand 
old hymns, ever remembering that God hears 
them if we are sincere. Let us give God the 
praise which belongs to Him, concentrating 
our talent of song to Him who gave us this 
precious gift. 


Oh, Jesus, King most wonderful, 
Thou Conqueror, renowned, 
Thou Sweetness most ineffable 
In whom all joys are found. 


Thee may our tongues forever bless, 
Thee may we love alone, 

And ever in our lives express 

The image of Thine own. 


ae ee 
THE ONLY DIFFERENCE 


The busy millionaire climbed into his 
beautiful and purring automobile. A 
ragged newsboy rushed alongside and of- 
fered the sale of a paper. The successful 
business man had already read that par- 
ticular edition and to the lad’s insistent de- 
mands that he “Please buy a paper, mis- 


_ ter,” finally replied rather tartly, “No, I 


said no.” The unabashed newsboy came 
back with, “Aw, don’t get grouchy, gov- 
ernor, the only difference between you and 
me is that you’re making your second mil- 
lion and I’m still working on my first.” 
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OLD SAYINGS 
(Continued from page 8) 


As fair as a —, as empty as —, 

As rich as old —, as cross as a —. 
As pure as a —, as neat as a —, 

As smart as a — —, as ugly as —, 
As dead as a — —, as white as a —, 
As flat as a —, as red as a —. 

As round as an —, as black as your —, 
As brown as a —, as blind as a —, 
As mean as a —, as full as a —, 

As plump as a —, as sharp as a —. 
As clean as a —, as dark as a —, 
As hard as —, as bitter as —, 

As fine as a —, as clear as a —, 

As dry as a —, as deep as a —. 

As light as a —, as firm as a —, 
As stiff as a —, as calm as a —, 

As green as a —, as brisk as a —, 


And now let me stop. 
Lest you weary of me. 


The words to be supplied are, in their 
proper order: Church mouse, rail, pig, 
gale, lion, cat, dollar, rat, peacock, fox, 
March hare, ox, lily, air, Croesus, bear, 
angel, pin, steel trap, sin, door nail, sheet, 
pancake, beet, orange, hat, nut, bat, miser, 
tick, partridge, stick, whistle, pall, flint, 
gall, fiddle, bell, sponge, well, feather, rock, 
poker, clock, gosling, bee. 


= 


METHODS AND HINTS FOR JUNIOR 
LEADERS 


(Continued from page 24) 


Our Life Work.” The Junior leader has 
one of the greatest opportunities in the 
whole work here, to claim the children for 
the work of the Church. Have a number 
of the children tell what they wish to be 
when they are grown up. Have papers 
prepared on the work of the ministry, the 
diaconate and the mission field. By im- 
pressing the children at this age that they 
are the future workers of the Church, and 
saving them for the work of the Church, is 
our only hope of supplying the woeful lack 
of recruits and workers at the present 
time. 

September 26. “Hymns We Ought to 
Know.” Teach in the Junior League the 
hymns of the Church. One of the greatest 
gifts we can give the children is an ap- 


preciation of the rich heritage of spiritual . 


food which we find in our church hymns. 
Organize a Junior choir to help with the 
singing in your Junior meetings. 

Besides planning the study of the Topics 
plan the year’s social program for your 
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Juniors. Here is a suggestion: Septem- 
ber, a rally, getting your Juniors together 
and arousing new interest and enthusiasm, 
or, better still, a rally with other Junior 
Leagues to stimulate the work; October, a 
hike in the woods, with campfire supper, a 
Hallowe’en social; November, a Thanks- 
giving party, with gifts for others; Decem- 
ber, a Christmas party, providing cheer for 
others; January, a Missionary social, a 
Japanese tea, or similar event; February, 
a Valentine social or George Washington’s 
birthday party; March, sewing and other 
work to be sent to orphanage, or hospital; 
April, an Easter party to the Cradle Roll 
babies; May, a Maying party with the 
flowers sent to the sick; June, an entertain- 
ment, with recitations, exercises and model 
meeting. Plan for at least some of these 
features in this year’s work with your 
Juniors. 


— 
LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
(Continued from page 22) 


after another joined in the song until at 
last with heads uncovered the whole crowd 
were singing. When the song ceased a 
spirit of peace prevailed. The Word of 
the song had reached the heart.and allayed 
its mad passion. Their spirit revived, the 
rescuers once more set to work with re- 
newed vigor, and before morning they 
rcached the buried men and found them 
alive. : 

It was the Word in the song that 
brought about peace. The Word gave com- 
fort and strength. There is not a Chris- 
tian anywhere who cannot bear testimony 
to the same fact. The message of the pul- 
pit reaches the head, it even reaches the 
heart and moves the will. But when that 
Word is confirmed by song, which touches 
the very innermost being of man, it lifts 
his soul up to God. 
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INTO THE OPEN—WITH GOD 


The grind of the modern world admits of 
little relaxation, yet, theoretically at least, 
it slows down somewhat in summer. If a 
breathing spell is granted you, it is a time 
for building up, for the renewal of every 
fiber of your physical and moral being. Use 
it to the full, but be ye not unmindful of 


the toiling multitudes léss fortunate than — 


you. 

Get into the open. Meet God in His 
great out-of-doors. Learn of the plant and 
animal people. Have fellowship with the 
trees. Refresh your soul with the har- 
monies of form and color and sound. To 
you may “every common bush” be “afire 
with God.”—Exchange. 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions, They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Each quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 
15 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter.. .75 


One copy 1 year........25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 


These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 
Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can easily be 
secured, ag will be noted below: 


The Course 


Life of Luther, Dr. Wm. Rein; The Truth of the Apostles’ 
Creed; Lutheran Manual; History of the Reformation, Peters; 
Praying and Working Schoenberg Cotta Family, or choice of 
teas of Wittenberg, Sinight in Grey, or Blind Girl of Witten- 


The first five books and one of the last four will be sent by 
express or parcel post prepaid for $4.00. Or we will give 
these six books as a premium on receipt of $12.50 for 25 
new subscriptions to the LurHmR Lzacun REVIEW. 


Supplemental Reading Course 


Life of Luther, Wackernagel, $1.50; Life of Melanchthon, 
Stump, $1.25; Reformation Dawn, Painter, 50 cents; Ecclesia 
Lutherana, Seiss, $1.00; Katherine Von Bora, Endelich, $1.00; 
Gustavus Adolphus, Monroe, 50 cents; The Explanation of the 
Common Service, 75 cents; Way of Salvation, Gerberding, 
$1.00; Elements of Religion, Jacobs, $1.25; Lutheran Foreign 
Missions, Lauray, $1.25; Sacred Meditations, Gerhard, $1.00. 

We will send any of these books postpaid on receipt of price 
quoted, or on receipt of $5.00 for 10 new subscriptions to the 
Lurupr LEAGUR Revinw will send any choice of $2.00 worth 
of books as a premium. 


Junior Course 


- _ Martin of Mansfield, Seebach; Lutheran Landmarks, Finck; 
The Schoolmaster and Son, Caspari, 

These three valuable books for the Juniors will pe sent Dost- 
paid on receipt of $2.00. 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The Hymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


cor in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
words only 


60 cents 
20 cents 
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BELL CO. 


TR oY, N NS 
" 198 BROADWAY,NY. city 


BELLS 


THE PRIZE on 
UPHELD B 


TIEF 
SIANGS® 


Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and book of suggestion. 

CHARLES M. STIEFF, 


31s N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, 


ER, 
Y QUALITY 


MD. 


a”ennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 


Classical: Latin and Greek. 

Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Political Seience. 

. Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 

Commerce and Finanee. 

Civil Engineering. 

Municipal Engineering. 

. Mechanical Engineering. 
Electrical Engineering. 

The only tethers College offering any of the last five courses. 


GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
tanks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-te- 
date building. Annual total cost to student $280 to $320. 

The course in Military Science and Tactics is optiona) end 
open free of charge to students of both the College and the 
Academy. 

Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 

President WILLIAM A. GRANVILLE, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Sw conan eo bo 


Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 

It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 

The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and construction. 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 
Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 
Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with all 
modern conveniences, 
The Academy—four years’ preparatory course. 
The College of Liberal Arts—leading ta 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. B. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms. 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation, 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
or 
W T HORTON, Registrar 


Selinsgrove, Penn 
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Does Every Member of Your League 
Show His Colors? If not, why not? 


We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


Crasp Pru, Stick Pin, or Burton, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


Gilt Dee oe ns 0 $ .35 

Rolled Plate... ... 7. cane 60 

Solid. Gold 2.2... 20. eee 1.10 
Coat CHArns, with emblem on 

Rolled Geld Plate: ... 222. $1.00 

10-karat Rolled Plate........... 2.50 


WatcH Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of 
Rolled Gold Plate........ 1," aie $1.00 
10-karat Rolled Plate........... 2.50 


SIGNET Rinc, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
COlOES |..-weRee se eeisisc's sco , os aie, ae $6.00 | 
Maltese Cross 


WatcH CHARMS, Solid Gold, with cithicns in 
COLOES seve awe e tne ss 204.0 ee $6.00 
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Luther League of America 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., October 80 and 31, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 

President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 85 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

First Vice-President, O. C. Roupr, 1422 Birchell Rd., 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Geo. W. Rapps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary Harry Hopces, 846 Drexel Bldg., 


Philadelphia, Pa. 

Literature Secretary, Harry MHopcrs, 846 Drexel 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 846 Drexel Bldg., 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Executive Committee 
Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 
Secretary, Literature Secretary, Treasurer, 
and the following members: 


Hon. E. F. EiLtert (Chairman), 318 W. 39th St., 
New York City, N. Y. 

I. S. Runyon, 502 W. 136th St., New York City, 
Navy 


Rev. G. F. Grur, D. D., 521 N. High St., Bethlehem, 


Pa. 
Rev. M. J. Breser, D. D., 
olis, Minn/ 

O. C. C. Frerta, 511 K. of P. Bidg., 
Rev. LutHerR M. Kuuns, Litt. D., 
nedy Bldg., Omaha, Neb. 

Rev. H. C. Roewner, D. D., 418 College Ave., N. E., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
WILLIAM C. STonver, Esq., 

delphia, Pa. 


t= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 846 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 
Harry Hopces, Chairman. 
Hon. E. F. Ertert, New York City. 
I. S. Runyon, New York City. 
Rey. J. S. AvpBert, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Bae ne son Pa. 
Mrs. R. S. SEASE, Newark, N. 
Rey. H. C. ROEHNER, Grand poids, Mich. 
Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKeER, Chairman (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 
Raymonp Lutz, Akron, Ohio. 
A. E.rers, Detroit, Mich. 
Intermediate Committee : 
Rev. C. TrurreLt, Chairman, Middletown, Md. 
Rev. A. T. MiICcHLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
O. C. RoupE, Toledo, Ohio. 
Junior Committee 
Cuas. W. Funr, 383 S. Lang Ave., 
Chairman. 
Miss BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE, 846 Drexel Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Miss LAURA WADE Rich, Baltimore, Md. 
Miss DoroTHEA BANG, Emporia, Kan. 


STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 


1316 W. 254% St., Minneap- 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
458 Saunders-Ken- 


727 Walnut St., Phila- 


Pittsburgh, Pa., 


tg cane H. D. Surmer, 1421 State St., Schenec- 
tady. ‘ 
Sec., MArIm HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., Brooklyn. 


eee CLARENCE C. DittMeER, 286 Park Place, Brook- 
yn. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., F. C. Leupotp, 5525 Hazel Ave., Philadelphia. 
Sec., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. BrAvpr, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY— 


Pres., Dr. W. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. 

Treas., 1 GRACE E. FiscHer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
beth. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 
Pres., KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Carthage. 


Sec., ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., 
Chicago. 

Treas., CARL Meyer, 4918 N. Hermitage Ave., Chi- 
cago. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 


Pres., E. R. KocHHeEIsmr, 214 Lexington Ave., Mans- 
field. 

Sec., GRACE KRUSE, 925 W. North St., Lima. 

Treas., RayMoND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., Akron. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. J. S. AwLpert, 117 Frederick Ave., Osh- 
kosh. 

Sec., MARGARET HENNECKE, Milwaukee. 

Treas., STANLEY RINDFLEISCH, Milwaukee. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., ARTHUR A. Davis, 111 W. 22nd St., 
apolis, 

Sec., Loutse Ness, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 

Treas., W. F. Renz, 3416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., PEARL J. ANDERSON, 544 S. 9th St., 
Rapids. 

Sec., EarL HANSEN, 226 Oak St., Clinton. 

Treas., Mitprep TayuLor, 1190 E. Court St., 
City. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 

Pres., HENRY STELLNER, Aberdeen. 

Sec., MAGDALENE NELSON, Aberdeen. 

Treas., R. B. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CARL H. BartscH, 3111 29th Ave., 
neapolis. 

Sec., Miss CorA CLEMENT, Albert Lea. 

Treas., Mr. WALTER REINFELD, Duluth. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— 

Pres., FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 16 Howe St., Meri- 
den. 

Sec., Miss CeLE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., 

Treas., WILLIAM REIscH, Plantsville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 
Pres., C. R. StupEeR, Pullman, Wash: 
See., MarTHA WALLAND, 1928. ST St., 


ash. 

Treas., C. E. JAncER, Chehalis, Wash. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

Sec., BERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada. 

Treas., EDNA SNELL, 6308 Binney St., 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

Pres., ALFRED J. Berit, 1032 E. Military St., 
mont, Neb. 

Sec., Nettie ANDERSON, Midland College, 
Neb. 

Treas., Ropert ALBACH, 618 W. 4th St., 
Kan. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Acting Pres., Mr. O. JOHNSON, 11 West Fort St., 
Detroit. 

Sec., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Philadelphia St., E. Detroit. 

Treas., A. Extrers, 183 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Pres., Gro. W. NeELSon, Lutheran Seminary, Colum- 
bia, Ss. C: 

Sec., HicH RHyYNE, Lenoir College, Hickory, N. C. 

Treas., BERTHA CLINE, Statesville, N. C. 

District Leagues in States Not Organized 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 L St., N. W. 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 3262 N St., N. W. 
Treas., Miss Rose Bricut, 1505 Deeatur St., N. W. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 
Pres., CHAS. L. TRABERT, 2736 Elmwood Ave., Berke- 
ley. 
Sec., DorotHy RogHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 
Treas., Myron Hestorrr, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 
Pres., CARL M. DISTLER, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 
Sec., Marte E. Bercer, 21 E. Barney St. ‘ 
Treas., HELEN STEHMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA— 


Indian- 


Cedar 


Iowa 


Min- 


Bridgeport. 


Tacoma, 


Omaha. 
Fre- 
Fremont, 


Lawrence, 


‘Pres., Mr. Jesse E. Hirtir, Bridgewater. 


Sec., Miss Amy HIMMELMAN, Rose Bay, Lunenberg. 


‘Treas., Mrs. ELLA Murpock, Bridgewater. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— 

Pres., JOHN Metzcer, Martin’s Ferry, Ohio. 

Sec., Miss ESTELLA SHEPP, Bridgeport, Ohio. | 

Treas., Miss MARIAN SEYLER, Marietta, Ohio. 
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Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Convention 


Luther League of America 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, July 13, 14 and 15, 1920. 


BY H. CAEMMERER. 


T was a happy gathering of Luther 

Leaguers from many states which as- 

sembled at Christ Church, Rev. H. C. 
Hadley, pastor, for the opening session of 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary Convention 
of the Luther League of America, on 
Tuesday evening, July 13. The service be- 
gan promptly at 8 o’clock, with the sing- 
ing of “Blessing and Honor and Glory and 
Power.” Rev. R. H. Benting, of Indianapo- 
lis, officiated at the altar. Psalm 8 was 
read responsively, followed by the Scrip- 
ture lesson, Luke 10:25-37. A large well- 
trained choir, which did most wonderful 
singing throughout the entire period of 
the convention, then sang “Gloria in Ex- 
eelsis.” Mr. C. T. A. Anderson, President 
of the Luther League of America, there- 
upon delivered his biennial convention ad- 
dress. Mr. Anderson said: 


We are gathered here in this beautiful city of 
churches to celebrate our silver anniversary. The 
Luther League of America was organized in the 
First Church, Pittsburgh, twenty-five years ago. It 
is necessary in churches that we have the young. It 
is essential that we should have our Sunday School, 
and so it is absolutely necessary for a _ successful 
Church, and an intelligent Church, a Church that 
will live, to have a young people’s organization. 
Hence the Luther League of America. The Luther 
League has stood for loyalty to the Lutheran 
The Luther League has been the training 
school of the young, and through the Luther League 
many young women and many young men have en- 
tered the service of our Church. Our Church stands 
today perhaps as no other Church stands; she holds 
fast to the principles of Martin Luther and believes 
in training the young from the cradle up. And so, 
my friends, as we have gathered here in this beauti- 
ful city of Fort Wayne, we want to talk with you 
and arouse our delegates to such an extent by our ad- 
dresses and speeches that they may go home with 
greater vigor and more enthusiasm for our Lutheran 
Church. And you delegates who have come here, 
may God aid and give you strength and courage, 
may you attend the various sessions and_ receive 
the benefit that you should have, may you take home 
with you that spirit and enthusiasm that I am sure 


_ this convention will give you, so that your own local 


League may reap the benefit of your knowledge. I 
trust that the delegates here assembled will put their 
thoughts into action and become so thrilled with en- 


thusiasm that when we leave the city of Fort Wayne 
the people will say the Luther League of America 
has given us something, has blessed us with a splen- 
did convention of _young people, has given us 
thought for nourishment, has convinced us that here 
is one denomination that can give us the teachings 
of pure Christianity. And so, my delegates, I say 
to you, may your acts and deeds so shine that our 
Luther League will forever be the standard-bearer 
of true Christianity. I trust that the visitors and 
friends of the city of Fort Wayne will attend every 
session with our delegates. We gladly welcome you, 
we hope that you may be with us all the time, that 
you may find joy in hearing what the Lutheran 
Church is doing, what our Church believes, and of 
the influence of our Church in this country and 
throughout the world today. And let us bear in 
mind, my delegates, that we have a great duty 
perform. We have an opportunity this year of 
showing to the country that the Lutheran Church is 
an active Church; she believes in training the young; 
she believes in giving the youth such attention that 
our young women and young men will carry her 
on throughout future generations. May this con- 
vention be of such help to us all that we shall be 
joa better Lutherans than we have ever been 
efore, 


The addresses of welcome followed, the 
first by Hon. O. C. C. Fetta, past president 
of the Luther League of the state of In- 
diana, and member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Luther League of America. 
Mr. Fetta said: 


Verily the impossible has come to pass. Two years 
ago, almost to a day, the Indiana delegates gathered 
in a back room and there a bunch of timid, quiet 
Leaguers tried and succeeded in capturing the Na- 
tional Convention of the Luther League of America 
to hold its next biennial convention in Fort Wayne. 
After our little meeting we sent a group of our 
Leaguers to the convention at Buffalo, and after con- 
siderable talk and persuasion, showing the merits of 
Fort Wayne, we landed this convention. We In- 
dianians are justly proud of this great state. We 
excel ina number of things. For instance, we have 
more lawn-mowers manufactured in Indiana than in 
any other state in the Union. In addition we have 
furnished you more vice-presidents, and then again, 
my friends, Indiana is the literary stronghold of this 
country. But one thing was lacking, and two years 
ago in that back room that little group of voters of 
the Luther League of Indiana put their finger on 
the weak spot and said, “‘We need the National 
Convention of the Luther League of America.’’ And 
so we invited you and now have got you here, and 
just now we are engaged in a demonstration and 
jubilation all our own, because it means something to 
have you with us. We went to the trouble to send 


a 


to Buffalo to get you, we wanted you here, and as 
we are here tonight we want you to feel that in the 
handelasp of every Indianian you are getting the 
heart-throb of every Indiana Leaguer throughout the 
state. We extend to you a royal welcome, and want 
you to share the best of Hoosier hospitality and 
good will. We trust you may find every moment 
of your stay joyous and that you may find it a 
blessing to have attended this convention. 


Rev. H. C. Hadley, pastor loci, then wel- 
comed the delegates in behalf of the mem- 
bers of his Church, and the city of Fort 
Wayne. Rev. Hadley said: 


We rejoice in the privilege which is ours tonight. 
For two years we have looked forward to this con- 
vention. We have prayed over it, we have planned, 
we have worked, and we rejoice tonight that you 
are here. The Chamber of Commerce of our city 
extends a warm welcome, the Y. W. C. A., the 
Y. M. C. A. The business men of the city wish me 
to say that you are welcome in their places of busi- 
ness, and to you they extend a most hearty wel- 
come. We rejoice in having a class of young men and 
ladies as the Luther League represents. We are 
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session, cOncerning principles of our faith. An 
agreement on matters seemed impossible, and as a 
result the General Council and the General Synod 
continued as separate synods. Several decades passed 
by before scarcely any thought was given as to a 
possible reconcilement. Then twenty-five years ago, 
in October, 1895, at Pittsburgh, our Luther League 
of America was organized in the hope of keeping the 
youth of our entire Lutheran Church together. And 
what was the youth then is the manhood and woman- 
hood of our Luther League today, grown to ma- 
turity and strong, upholding the standards of ‘our 
faith, and ready for the mighty tasks of our Luther- 
an Church at hand. It was the Luther League 
which first in an effective way brought the Luther-- 
ans in this country, speaking different languages, 
together, and it has been rightly said much credit 
is due the Luther League for the establishment of 
the United Lutheran Church in America. We have 
reason to rejoice, therefore, tonight in celebrating 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Luther League 
of America. There are upward to 20,000 Lutherans 
in this city, of different synods. The Missouri synod, 
with at least ten churches and a large college, has 
made Fort Wayne a Lutheran stronghold, and I am 
glad to know that some of you delegates of the 
Luther League will be cared for in the homes of 
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glad to have our city know the stamina and the 
character of the young people of our Church. 

Fort Wayne is rich in history. Three flags have 
floated over it, the British, the French, and the 
United States. Many battles were fought in this 
section of the* state, during the Revolution and 
the War of 1812. The first President of the United 
States, George Washington, was so interested in the 
development of the West that he designated the ter- 
ritorial Governor of Ohio, General St. Clair, to effect, 
if possible, a peace treaty with the Indians in this 
section. They met with much defeat, until finally 
General Anthony Wayne, better known as Mad An- 
thony, was appointed to make a tour into this sec- 
tion. One hundred and twenty-six years ago this 
month he left Fort Washington, now Cincinnati, 
followed a trail into this section, known as Wayne 
place, where some very severe battles were fought 
with the Indians. General Wayne succeeded in over- 
coming the Indians, a town was established and a 
fort built, named after him. Many incidents might 
be given, telling of the heroic achievements of An- 
thony Wayne, and he is remembered in this city by 
many institutions and establishments named after 
him, also streets, avenues, and boulevards. But it 
has also been a battleground of Lutheranism. Only 
about a square away, fifty years ago, a controversy 
arose among the Lutheran pastors of that day in 


some of their members. In fact all the churches of 
the city have welcomed you into their homes. We 
trust, therefore, that you will find your stay here 
with us most pleasant. We appreciate your pres- 
ence and are here to encourage you and to help 
you where we can. 


The response was made by Hon. E. F. 
Eilert, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Luther League of America. Mr. 
Hilert said: 


My dear Lutheran Friends: It has been a peculiar 
custom of the Luther League of America to have 
the response to the addresses of welcome made by 
the chairman of the Executive Committee—I say 
peculiar, because I know of no other organization 
that carries out this convention in this particular 
way. For twenty years, ever since I retired as presi- 
dent of the Luther League of America, it has been 
my distinguished privilege to reply to the addresses 
of welcome, They have on all occasions been very 
cordial, they have come from distinguished men, and 
they have come from very able pastors. But the 
welcome extended to us tonight exceeds in many re- 
spects those we have had extended to us heretofore. 
It is the first time the Luther League of America 
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has been privileged to meet in the Hoosier State, 
and I congratulate the Luther League of Indiana, 
and the very efficient hard-working president, who 
has kept at it until he succeeded in bringing the 
Luther League of America to Fort Wayne to cele- 
brate its twenty-fifth anniversary. I want to thank 
Mr. Fetta and his band of workers for this splen- 
did work and for the cordial welcome extended to 
us in behalf of the Indiana Luther League, to Pas- 
tor Hadley, whom I haye known for a number of 
years as pastor and a Luther Leaguer. I need hard- 
ly say we appreciate your splendid welcome, and 
to your congregation and Luther League we express 
our hearty thanks. 

Twenty-five years is a long time for an organiza- 
tion to live, but the Luther League has gone along, 
without much noise, yet we appreciate its history, 
its work during the past twenty-five years in heal- 
ing wounds among those of our Lutherans who had 
differences in matters of faith, and of its far reach- 
ing efforts in bringing the Lutherans of many na- 
tionalities in this country together. A great work 
is still before us, and we are glad to know that so 
much of the right manhood and vigor of our 
Lutheran Church may be found in the Luther 
League. The Lutheran Church did wonders during 
the war, and is now rendering a great deal of help 
in the European relief work. Thus as Luther 
Leaguers we rejoice in being members of our 
Lutheran Church, and that we are to consider its 
interests as we meet here at our convention. I 
feel sure Luther Leaguers have a great deal to feel 
proud of, to take home with them to their churches 
for the good of their local leagues and the Church. 
I am sure, Pastor Hadley, that our stay here will 
be as warm and welcome as the words you have 
spoken. You have expressed yourself in a way that 
we feel we can reply with sincerity, and in a de- 
gree that will be responsive. We shall do every- 
thing we can in this convention to make our stay 
a benefit not only to you and to your people, but 
also to the city and to the state, and I hope our 
sessions may bring forth great blessings. 


The convention thereupon sang, ‘‘Love 
Divine, All Love Excelling,” which was fol- 
lowed by the convention sermon by the Rev. 
J. Henry Harms, D. D., of Philadelphia, 
taking for his subject, “Who Is My Neigh- 
bor?” (Luke 10:36-37). The theme of the 
convention was “Our Neighbors.” Rev. 
Dr. Harms said in part: 


The emphasis is on the pronoun, ‘‘When he saw 
him.” Others saw him, and among those who saw 
the wounded pilgrim in the way were a Levite and 
a priest. It is doubtful if anybody could have passed 
down that road that day without seeing the wound- 
ed traveler, attacked by thieves and robbed of his 
possessions. And it is written that also a good 
Samaritan saw him. But with what a different 
spirit from that of the others that passed by. He 
got down into the dust,. took the wounded traveler 
to an inn and paid the bill. It is not what you 
see, it is how you see it. They had sight. He had 
insight. They saw a broken body, the Samaritan 
saw a wounded soul, a neighbor and a brother. We 
are to think about this story of the good Samaritan 
and its implications for the Church today. It was 
thought by the ancient philosophers that every soul 
is but a fragment of the vaster whole, and that is 
not far from true. We are but the fragments of 
one another; the world is just one big neighborhood 
of distinctions and relations, and here we are all 
come, children of a common Father, just one big 
hurrying, seurrying crowd of sinners, crowded on 
the same road, believing in the same traditions, hav- 
ing the same faith, bounded by the same laws of 
nature and of God. We are neighbors whether we 
are willing or unwilling to admit it. And the only 
question that remains is what kind of neighbors you 
and I have come to be. The big question is not, 
“Who is my neighbor?” When Jesus was asked 
the question, He told the lawyer the story of the 
good Samaritan, and then said, “Go and do thou 
likewise.” The big question is, what sort of a neigh- 
bor am I to my neighbor? It is written of the 
good Samaritan, he had compassion on him when 
he saw him. Oh, that we had more compassion for 
the needy. I wish I could write it on your hearts, 
that word compassion; that is needed in the Church; 
that is the big and far-most implication of the story. 
This lawyer was a churchman like you, and he was 
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a very good churchman, like you, knew his cate- 
chism, he knew his Bible. When Jesus asked him, 
how readest the law, what sayeth the Scriptures, this 
lawyer-churchman answered quickly and _ glibly, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor 
as thyself.” And Jesus was pleased with the 
answer, saying: “Thou hast answered right: this 
do, and thou shalt live.” There wasn’t anything 
wrong with this man’s intellectual conception, there 
wasn’t anything wrong with his conventional creedal 
basis. He was a good churchman in his time; but 
he lacked compassion. If he could only have felt 
the impulse of his creed, and a living faith instead 
of dead and formal, oh what a power such a man 
could be in this time, and what a _ ministering 
Church such a Church would become. That is the 
occasion of the story, that is the background of the 
parable. But this lawyer had something that the 
Samaritan did not have and should have had, so that 
it is perhaps not quite right to call it the story of 
the Good Samaritan. He was not one of those men 
you would admit into your Church, believing what he 
believed. The Samaritans were a mongrel race of 
Assyrians and Israelites. They had a mixed re- 
ligion of monotheism and polytheism. They had 
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built a temple on Mt. Gerizim, a religion that dis- 
pleased Jesus. And thus He said to one of them 
when in their neighborhood one day, “Ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: 
bys know what we worship, for salvation is of the 
ews.” 

Now this was a message to a churchman. To have 
the knowledge and the integrity of the lawyer, and 
to have the compassion of the Samaritan—that 
would make the ideal churchman, a minister of Chris- 
tian righteousness, who would go down and pour into 
the sores of a wounded world the love of Jesus 
Christ. "We must never deprecate our doctrines, our 
institutions, and we should not think that simply 
“doing good” is sufficient. Mere humanitarian ef- 
forts will never maintain a pure and living faith. 
We need both, so that as we seek one we should not 
forget the other. 

There is a lesson for us here, Luther Leaguers. 
There is no trouble with our creed. The trouble is 
we do not fulfil its teachings. The Master says to 
us, go thou likewise as did the Samaritan, and help 
heal the wounds of the broken, floundering creatures 
of the earth. We should, as did the Samaritan, get 
down and pour the oil of healing into their wounds, 
which means give some of those who are outside of 
the Church some of your time in Christian service. 
All sorts of plans and movements are on foot in 
the attempt to solve the troubles of the world. The 
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world is threatened on every side—social standards 
are broken on every side, political standards broken, 
evils and the worst of crimes abound in our big 
cities, nations cannot agree on problems, and our 
attention is continually called to a great unrest 
among the people. In the face of these uncertain- 
ties, in the face of these wounded pilgrims of the 
road, I want to lay the question upon your heart, 
What is Life? Where is your hope of peace, your 
hope of reconcilement? Would it not be better if 
the nations would live more like brothers and neigh- 
bors and less like tigers in the jungle? I know 
the answer on your lips. Our hope is in Christ, in 
His saving and healing power. May we therefore 
have more of the spirit of Christ, more of His com- 
passion for the multitude. Our deliverance is not 
in schools, in governments, in commerce, and me- 
chanics. We have tried all these and they have 
failed. Let us try something that can never fail, 
let us try a religion which is not Samaritanism with- 
out faith, and which is not faith without Samaritan- 
ism, but which is these twain, welded together in 


every heart, driving us out to mighty deeds for our 
for our home, for our 


country, God. We do not 
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have to go outside of the Church to do works of 
mercy; we should reach out from where we are in 
the Church, and gather the friendless in. The Bread 
of Life, the essential message of the Church in any 
time, is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou. shalt be saved.” Therefore 


I love Thy Zion Lord, 
The House of Thine above, 

The Church our blest Redeemer sav’d 
With His own precious blood. 


There is not anybody here tonight who has. not 
felt the kindly ministry and benediction of the 
Church. There is not anybody here tonight who has 
not been surrounded in a thousand ways by her love. 
Shall I not therefore love my Church, pray for it, 
support its institutions of mercy, give of my time 
and strength so as to help advance its interests. 
May we, Luther Leaguers, as we leave this conven- 
tion, which is as a mountain top of privilege and 
counsel, go down into the valleys where the wound- 
ed, the helpless and the sinful are, with the high re- 
solve to take a better part in helping them. It is 
said of Mr. Beecher that he came out of his house 
one day and there on the curbstone stood a little 
newsboy crying bitterly, ragged, his papers be- 
smirched, his hopes all gone, and a great wrinkle 
in his heart. And Mr. Beecher’s soul went out; he 
put his hands on the little fellow’s head, and said, 
“What is the matter, my little lad?’’ And the little 
fellow looked up and said, ‘‘Nothin’, you have come.” 

That is the great mission of the Church, to have 
the compassion of Jesus Christ for the needs of men, 
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that by and by they will say to us, It is all right, 
nothing is the matter, you have come. It is for this 
we have been appointed, placed in His service, to 
manifest the spirit of Christ unto all. His great 
mission was to seek and to save that which was lost, 
and at His coming the angels themselves leaned out 
from heaven and sang the joyous anthem, ‘‘Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men.” For two thousand years 
the Church has made known the glad tidings of 
salvation, and today, Luther Leaguers, we have come 
from different parts of this great country to hear of 
His work and to learn, so that we may become more 
enlightened, better fitted for the tasks before us, 
strengthened in our faith and given a spirit of un- 
bounded joy as we serve Him.” 


A duet, “Love Divine,” by Miss Esther 
Ohneck and Mr. Carl Getts, followed, 
whereupon announcements were made by 
Mr. Harry Hodges, General Secretary of 
the Luther League of America, and Rev. 
Hadley, pastor loci. 

The following committees were appoint- 
ed by the president: 

Credentials—Alfred Klosterhaus, chair- 
man; Earl Hanson, Brenda Mehlhouse, Ruth 
Formhals. 

Auditing — Raymond Lutz, chairman; 
George Zecker, Dr. C. F. Steinhauer. 

Resolutions and Papers and Reports— 
Rev. Harold S. Miller, chairman; Rev. M. 
L. Zweizig, Rev. H. L. Bosserman, Mrs. T. 
B. Epting, Grover Elgin, Miss Victoria 
Johanson, Roy S. Bruland. 

Nominating—M. Hallery Frey, chair- 
man, Pennsylvania; Clara. Sucher, Con- 
necticut; J. Alex. Nelson, Illinois; Rev. F. 
L. Lineberger, Indiana; Earl Hansen, 
Iowa; Rev. Carl Bartsch, Minnesota; Mrs. 
F. G. Zwerner, Michigan; Rev. C. Shimer, 
New York; George W. Nelson, North Caro- 
lina; H. C. Hinckfoth, Ohio; Marian Sey- 
ler, West Virginia; Rev. J. S. Albert, Wis-. 
consin; Ruth Formhals, Kentucky; H. 
Caemmerer, District of Columbia. 

Publicity—Rev. O. H. Pannkoke, Rev. H. 
C. Roehner, Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Rev. J. S. 
Albert, Rev. Dr. L. M. Kuhns. 

In conclusion the audience sang ‘God 
Bless Our Native Land” and repeated the 
Lord’s prayer. The session was closed with 
the benediction pronounced by Rev. Bent- 


ing. A reception in the church parlors 
followed. 
Second Session. 
The second session was opened on 


Wednesday morning, July 14, at 9 o’clock, 
with devotional services conducted by the 
chaplain, Rev. Ralph D. Wheadon. 

The business session was called to order 
at 9:30 a. m. by the president, Mr. C. T. A. 
Anderson. Mr. Anderson gave a_ very 
gratifying report on the work of the past 
two years. 

The general secretary, Mr. Harry 
Hodges, submitted his report as follows: 

General Secretary’s Report 
To the Luther League of America:— 

Dear Brethren—Since our last convention the 

world has turned over a new page in its history. 


Destructive warfare has ceased and constructive plan- 
ning is the order of the day. 
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Since our last convention our Church has turned 
over two new pages in its history. The first when 
the United Lutheran Church in America became a 
fact, and the second when the National Lutheran 
Council was formed. 

The first named body has provided in its by-laws 
for a Committee on Associations of Young People, 
whose duties are defined as follows: ‘Its duty shall 
be to co-ordinate and stimulate the societies of 
young people in the United Church, so that in due 
time they may be merged into a League of Lutheran 
Young People.” 

The following resolution was 
floor of the United Church, 
executive board: 

“Whereas, the Luther League of America was the 
first movement for the uniting of Lutherans of 
various synodical bodies into one organization; and 
whereas, for twenty-eight years it has consistently 
by its Topics, courses of study and general activi- 
ties trained the youth of our Church in thought and 
endeavor in ‘the ways of conservative Lutheranism ; 
and whereas, a common organization of the young 
people’s societies of the Church seems to be vital in 
the work of. ama!gamation before us, therefore be it 

“Resolved, that the United Lutheran Church in 
America endorse the work of the Luther League of 
America and recommend to its young people’s so- 
cieties of the Church a kindly consideration of its 
work and its invitation to enter into fellowship with 
it.” 

The committee met in Philadelphia, and after a 
free and full discussion on the interpretation of the 
by-law, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: . 

“(a) Resolved, that in the judgment of this com- 
mittee, the Luther League of America is such a 
League of Lutheran Young People as designated in 
the by-law providing for our appointment, with 
which we can advise the various Young People’s So- 
cietics of the United Church to affiliate, provided 
the proper arrangements can be made with the 
Luther League of America to make its organization 
a part of the United Lutheran Chureh in America 
and carried on in the future under its control. 

“(b) Resolved, that a sub-committee of five be 
appointed to confer with the executive committee of 
the Luther League of America to execute, if possi- 
ble, the above resolution and report back to this 
committee. The following were appointed as said 
sub-committee: Mr. Mearig, Revs. Appel, McCul- 
lough, Kretschmann, Roehner.”’ 

They waited upon the executive committee at its 
meeting held in Philadelphia, April 26, 1919, and 
after discussing the matter the executive committee 
declared itself in harmony with the proposition and 
ordered the appointment of a sub-committee to meet 
with a similar sub-committee of the United Church’s 
committee to work out the details of a plan to be sub- 
mitted to the United Church and to the Luther League 
of America should this convention endorse its action. 

The plan is practically the one which your gen- 
eral secretary submitted to the Buffalo convention 
and which was rejected. Its acceptance at this time, 
however, is vital to the life of the League. 

The objectors to the general secretary’s plan at 
Buffalo gave as their reason that inasmuch as the 
League by its non-synodical form had paved the 
way for the United Church, by maintaining that 
form, it would continue to pave the way for a 
larger Lutheran union. This might have been obtained 
at the time, but its possibility has been made void by 
the formation of the National Lutheran Council, 
whose constituent bodies @ach has its official young 
people’s organization, but the United Church. Hence, 
unless the Luther League. of America becomes the 
official young people’s organization of the United 
Church, it is not on the same footing with the others 
and its work of unity will cease. If, however, it 
should become the official young people’s organiza- 
tion of the United Church, it could plan for a fed- 
eration of all the young people’s organizations rep- 
resented in the National Lutheran Council. 

I am assured by those in authority in the United 
Lutheran Church that, if we become i's official or- 
ganization, we will be permitted to keep our consti- 
tution broad enough to admit any Lutheran young 
people’s society which cares to affiliate with us, re- 
gardless of synodical connection, 

There are appended to this report letters from the 
secretaries of the District of Columbia, Connecticut, 
Tilinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wiscon- 
sin Leagues, quoting their action favorable to the 


offered on the 
referred to the 


also 
and 
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project and of course their delegates will vote ac- 
cordingly at this convention. The Missionary Fed- 
erations of Virginia and South Carolina who are 
not a part of the Luther League of America have 
declared themselves ready to affiliate with the official 
young people’s organization of the United Lutheran 
Church when same is adopted. 
I recommend that the vote in favor be unanimous. 
The Luther League of America has reached a 
crisis in its career. 
STATISTICS. 
that there are three kinds of 
We herewith sub- 


Someone has said 
lies, black, white and statistics. 
mit the statistics. 

The foregoing quotation is 
sure that the totals hereinafter 
curate, because the New Jersey, Nova Scotia and 
Wheeling Leagues failed to honor our five requests 
and we were obliged to use the figures submitted by 
them previously. 

658 Senior organizations with a membership of 
25,088. 

15 Intermediate organizations with a membership 
of 289. 


made because we feel 
given are not ac- 
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soe Junior organizations with a membership of 
,370. 

Total membership, 28,747. 

Of the above organizations, 766 are 
Luther Leagues, 28 are otherwise named. 

These subscribe for 3,500 Luther League REVIEWS 


and 13,000 Topic Booklets. 


known as 


They contributed to local objects $21,659.30, and 
to benevolence, $9,467.84. 

The itemized report is herewith appended. 

You will note that we report a lesser member- 


ship than at the last convention. This is due to 
three reasons: the withdrawal of the Canada League, 
the temporary inactivity of the California League, 
and the weeding out of non-paying members which 
the per capita system of apportionment has neces- 
sitated. 

LITERATURE SECRETARY. 


At the Philadelphia meeting of the executive com- 
mittee, Rev. L. M. Kuhns, Litt. D., tendered his 
resignation as literature secretary. This was re- 
gretfully accepted and the duties of said office added. 
to those of the general secretary, which included 
the editing of the Topics and the Rrvinw. 

The Revirw accounts were transferred to the gen- 
eral secretary’s office as were also the accounts of 
the treasurer, in the belief that all the Luther League 
departments in one office spelled efficiency. 


The reports concerning these two departments 
will be submitted by the literature committee and 
treasurer respectively. 


UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE. 

The emblem business which the Review conduct- 
ed for a number of years has been turned over to 
the United Lutheran Publication House, also the 
books of the reading courses, and a cover page ad- 
vertisement received in exchange. 


JUNIOR AND INTERMEDIATE WORK. 

This branch of our work is at least getting the 
beginning of the attention which it merits. 

Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, our Junior specialist, has 
become our office secretary, her salary being paid by 
the Review. She is getting in touch with the local 
Junior superintendents and giving them the bene- 
fit of her counsel. 

The Literature committee will report some pam- 
phlets on this subject. 

That this department may become even more ef- 
ficient, I recommend that the president be instruct- 
ed to enlarge the Junior and Intermediate commit- 
tee, that it be divided into two groups, the one to 
administer the Junior work, and the other the In- 
termediate work. 


ELEEMOSYNARY INSTITUTIONS. 

Several of our State Leagues have experienced 
difficulty in paying their per capita apportionment 
to this body because of the fact that some of their 
local organizations are connected with eleemosynary 
institutions and cannot pay said apportionment. 

I recommend that societies in said institutions be 
excused from the payment of dues. 


WorLp SERVICE CAMPAIGN. 

Your secretary was invited to participate 
recent World Service Campaign of the 
Lutheran Council. 

By the aid of magazine articles and letters to our 
constituents he endeavored to arouse the Leaguers 
to the task. At this date the results are incom- 
plete. 


in. the 
National 


CONVENTION RAILROAD RATES. 

Your secretary endeavored to secure reduced rates 
to this convention. In order to secure them it was 
necessary to guarantee 250 delegates and state the 
number coming from various sections of the country. 

He endeavored to secure this information, but was 
unsuccessful. 

NECROLOGY. 

Since our last convention the influenza epidemic 
with relentless tread stalked through our land. No 
respecter of persons was it, for youth, manhood and 
old age felt its blighting touch. 

From our Luther League ranks it claimed two of 
our strong men, Clarence C., Hisemann, of Chicago, 
Ill., and K. J. F. Wilharm, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

From the pages of the Review we quote the fol- 
lowing: “Luther Leaguers who attended the na- 
tional convention in Chicago in 1908 will learn with 
regret of the death of Mr. C. C. Eisemann. Mr. 
Eisemann and family had resided in Omaha since 
1918. In September he went West on business for 
his company and was at Helena, Mont., when he 
was stricken down with influenza. He passed over 
the Divide into the Great Beyond on Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 22, before his wife and child reached him. 
Mr. Eisemann was deeply interested in his Church 
and was active in his local congregation. For years 
he was one of the most active men in the Chicago 
Luther League. He served as president of that dis- 
trict, and for a number of years was a member of 
the district executive committee. For three years 
he was treasurer of the State League. For a long 
period he was the Illinois representative of the 
Luther League Review, and contributed regularly to 
the columns of the Review. When the convention 
of the Luther League of America was held in Chi- 
eago in 1908 Mr. Hisemann was a member of the 
famous ‘‘flying squadron,” whose business was to 
boost for the convention. Much credit must be 
given him for the success of that very notable con- 
vention. 

“Wherever Mr. Eisemann went he took deep in- 
terest in the work of the League. He was instru- 
mental in bringing the Leagues to the attention of 
the Church in a number of places where his busi- 
ness took him. He will be greatly missed in the 
councils of the League, where his business ability 
and intimate acquaintance with the work of the 
League made his counsel valuable. 

SER: Wok, F. Wilharm, vice-president of the 
Luther League of Pennsylvania, passed into his 
eternal rest on Wednesday, October 30, at his home, 
54389 Jackson Street, Pittsburgh, after au illness of 
one week with influenza and pneumonia. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and one daughter, Katherine. He 
was thirty years of age. Mr. Wilharm is well 
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known throughout Luther League circles, having 
served as president of the Pittsburgh district for a 
number of years, and was a prominent figure at 
eonventions of the Luther League of America and 
Luther League of Pennsylvania. He was an active 
Church worker, interested in every department of 
Church work. He was also president of the Luther 
League of Christ Church, Pittsburgh. The district 
League mourns his loss and bears testimony to his 
strong Christian character and his great zeal in his 
service for his Master.” 

But the end is not yet, for another of our strong 
men has gone the way of all flesh. Again we quote 
from the Revirw:. “The Luther League and the 
Church at large was shocked to learn of the sudden 
death on August 30, 1919, of Mr. W. S. T. Derr, 
president of the Oregon-Washington League. Mr. 
Derr has suffered for a number of years with 
diabetes, and during the last year had been gradu- 
ally losing health. He continued his work in all 
lines of Church activity, however, and attended the 
convention of the State League held in New Era, 
Oregon, where he was to have made an address, 
in disobedience to his doctor’s orders. He was 
taken suddenly ill while there, taken to a hospital, 
and died in a few hours. At the time of his death, 
Mr. Derr was a member of the Church council, sev- 
eral synodical committees, president of the Oregon- 
Washington League and justice of the peace of 
Vancouver, and was a leader in the work up and 
down the whole Pacific Coast. His loss is a severe 
one not only to his own Church but to the Luther 
League and the Church at large. A friend pays 
him the following tribute: ‘Mr. Derr was the truest 
Christian man it has ever been my privilege to be 
associated with. He carried on the work for God 
seven days of the week, and died as he wished, doing 
the work of the Lord.’ 

“For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O, Jesus, be forever blessed, 

Alleluia !’’ 
IN CONCLUSION. 

“O, you blind leaders, who seek to convert the 
world by labored disputations! Step out of the way, 
or the world must fling you aside. Give us the 
young. Give us the young and we will create a new 
mind and a new earth in a single generation.”” These 
words constitute the challenging conclusion of that 
remarkable posthumous book, The Science of Power, 
by Benjamin Kidd. It is a ery that is singularly re- 
inforeced and emphasized by present world condi- 
tions. It is the hour of reconstruction, and now as 
never before everything depends upon what we do 
with youth in the momentous years that are now 
unfolding. The Church must lead if the kingdom is 
to come in this new era and the power of the Church 
lies with the coming .generation. 

Think of the unmeasured potency of this con- 
stituency in the United Lutheran Church, plus that 
which shall be added when we become its official 
organization! The power, however, of this vast army 
of youth lies not in its numerical strength, but in 
the deeper resources latent in every one of these 
lives. 

Let us plan well at this convention, enter fie 
United Lutheran Church as its official young people’s 
organization, have assigned to us a definite task, 
engender within ourselves a Lutheran consciousness 
and responsibility for the fulfillment of our mission 
and place our Church where God meant it to be 
when four hundred years ago He led the Monk of 
Wittenberg to find and give to the world again the 
inséarchable riches of His Word. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HARRY Hopces, 
General Secretary. 


The treasurer rendered his report, which 
showed receipts for the biennium of 
$7,180.50, and expenditures to the amount 
of $6,759.40, leaving a balance of $421.18. 

The Executive, Finance, Literature, and 
Junior and Intermediate committees ren- 
dered reports, all of which showed progress. 

The publisher of the Review submitted 
a report showing a deficit of $4,631.53. 

-(For the new Senior and Junior Read- 
ing Courses see page 35.) 

Upon the recommendation of Mr. Eilert, 
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it was voted to make the first part of the 
general secretary’s report, relating to the 
plan to become officially connected with the 
United Lutheran Church, the first order of 
business after the report of the committees. 
It was decided to refer the reports, except- 
ing the treasurer’s, to the committee on reso- 
lutions. The treasurer’s report was re- 
ferred to the auditing committee. 

As soon as the report of the publisher was 
heard a motion was made and seconded that 
the convention take up at once the question 
of raising the subscription price of the 
REVIEW and of increasing the number of 
subscribers. After a discussion on the sub- 
ject, it was properly moved and seconded 
that the price of the RrEvieEw be made 75 
cents per year, and that a campaign be in- 
augurated under the direction of the general 
secretary, and assisted by a special commit- 
tee, to increase the subscription list of the 
REVIEW to 6,000, the committee to be ap- 
pointed at once and proceed in its work 
during the period of this convention. The 
president advised he would announce the 
committee in the afternoon. 

Official Affiliation with the United Lutheran 
Church ; 

It was recommended that the convention 
endorse the action of the Executive Com- 
mittee in accepting the proposition of the 
Committee on Associations of Young People 
of the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, viz.: That the Luther League of 
America become the official young people’s 
organization of the United Lutheran 
Church and to pass under its control. 


Dr. Kuhns—I move we adopt the recommendation 
of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. J. L. Pruis—Does that mean we will be af- 
filiated with the United Lutheran Church? Now 
let me say this in brief: The Luther League of 
America came into existence without synodical af- 
filiations. It has been the endeavor of the Luther 
League to bring the young people together and we 
ought to be thankful) that they have opened their 
eyes. I am not in favor of this resolution. There is 
no need for us to join any kind of particular synod. 

Rey. Bieber—Mr. President, two years ago I had 
the same opinion that was voiced by Mr. Pruis. Un- 
der God, the Luther League of America has been a 
vital factor in bringing about the United Lutheran 
Church in America. Fifty years ago we had General 
Synod and General Council pastors who didn’t love 
each other. Nevertheless, the Luther League began 
its work thirty-two years ago and organized the 
Luther League of America twenty-five years ago, 
with a view to bringing the Lutherans of this coun- 
try into closer fellowship. The young people got ac- 
quainted, began to court each other and got mar- 
ried. I felt this Luther League, not being synodi- 
eal, was able to bring the three bodies together; that 
we should branch out, we should endeavor to bring 
the other bodies together, or at least into a federa- 
tion. These have now federated into the National 
Lutheran Council, but every one of them, if it does 
not have a young people’s society, will have one. We 
cannot work among them. They have been drawing 
the lines very tightly. At the present time as a 
Luther League we might be of some help here and 
there, but our work is done in trying to bring the 
others together. On the other hand, if we become 
the young people’s organization of our United 
Lutheran Church we come on the same basis and 
we can then ask them to come into a greater union. 
As it is our work at present is done. So let us 
work as an organization of the United Lutheran 
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Church, where united we can do great things, and 
whereby we may be a means of bringing together 
all the general bodies into the great United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Mr. Pruis—Are all the Lutheran bodies connect- 
ed with the National Lutheran Council? 

Rev. Bieber—All the leading ones, excepting the 
Synodical Conference. 

Mr. Pruis—I do not wish to take your time. We 
are just beginning to come together. I say I am 
not in favor of the resolution. 

Rev. Krumwiede—I think Rev. Bieber has stated 
one of the big problems which we have to suffer 
if we will not go into the United Lutheran Church. 
I happen to be one of the members of the Board of 
the United Lutheran Church, and am also on sev- 
eral of the committees of the United Lutheran 
Church, and I know from my association with the 
men on this Board and these committees that if the 
Luther League does not establish some official re- 
lationship with the United Lutheran Church that 
the United Lutheran Church will be compelled as a 
matter of polity and self-preservation to establish an 
organization of its own for the young people of the 
United Lutheran Church. That means it is only a 
question of time when young people who are now 
in the Luther League of America and other mem- 
bers of the United Lutheran Church and constituent 
bodies will be weaned away from the Luther League 
of America into the organization which will be the 
official organization of the United Lutheran Church. 
I believe that the Luther League of America is facing 
the crisis of its life—if it does not affiliate with the 
United Lutheran Church it will lose eventually all 
the young people of the United Lutheran Church. 
I was raised in Missouri. I was ordained in the 
General Council. I am proud of my Missouri heri- 
tage, that I was honored by the General Council, 
and now by the United Lutheran Church. I be- 
lieve that my heritage of the Missouri was clarified 
by the General Council, and in bringing these in- 
fluences as a factor, I am hoping for the time when 
we will all be together. 

Mr. Hilert—I think, Mr. Chairman, that we ought 
to take the matter carefully. We want this unani- 
mous. We are taking a step forward. For thirty- 
two years I have been identified with the work of 
the Luther League. I feel that this is a step in the 
right direction. Although we organized as a non- 
synodical body, we accomplished our purpose. Dr. 
Bieber has said we brought together through our 
meeting and affiliation with one another three of 
the largest Lutheran bodies, which have’ merged 
into one United ‘Church. The National Lutheran 
Council has been formed, composed of five of the 
largest Lutheran bodies in the country, excepting 
one, and they are affiliated for general work. I feel 
sure that the National Lutheran Council will fol- 
low our step this morning and will see that each 
body has its own Luther League organization con- 
nected with that body and then we will have one 
great federation of the Luther Leagues of this coun- 
try, with the single exception only; and that day will 
not be very far off. -“So I say we are going forward, 
not backward, and I trust that no matter what our 
personal opinion may be as to one or the other little 
details concerning this, we will say this is in the di- 
rection for the good of our Church, and if we are 
all working for the good, the welfare, and the future 
of our Church the little differences of opinion, the 
little details, will work out. The Executive Com- 
mittee considered this matter very carefully, and I 
am sure you will make no mistake in adopting the 
resolution. 

Mr. Rapps—By taking action today we will tem- 
porarily lose a few members of other synods, as 
these would doubtless become affiliated with their 
own individual body, but we would lose only a com- 
paratively few. 
" Mr. Nelson—I have been connected with the 
Luther League of America for years, and have been 
president of the Chicago district, and also of the 
Illinois State League. I realize the difficulties that 
are before us. However, I am heartily in favor of 
the action of the Executive Committee, because I 
have seen how the Swedish Augustana has drawn 
its members from the Luther League, and now 
comes the United Norwegian Synod and organizes 
a Luther League, and they are drawing their voung 
veople’s society away, and I believe we in Chicago 
have only two or three of those organizations left 
in our district. Consequently it will be only the 
leagues of the United Lutheran Church in America 
that will join, and I believe this is a step in the 
right direction. 
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Rev. Doering—I am in favor of this, and I think 
there will be no loss if two things are made clear— 
the standing of those leagues that are not affiliated 
with the United Church—those of the independent 
congregations and others in the Luther League. The 
other thing is the status of those who belong to 
different synods than of the United Lutheran Church. 
If you will allow us to remain in the United Luther- 
an Church I think it will be good. I think there are 
those who are working under a misapprehension— 

Mr. Hodges—May I quote from my report? “I 
am assured by those in authority in the United 
Lutheran Church that if we become its official or- 
ganization we will be permitted to keep our consti- 
tution broad enough to admit any Lutheran young 
people’s organization which cares to affiliate with 
us regardless of synodical connection.”’ 

The President—I guess that covers the matter. 

Rey. Benting—I think your plan is a wise plan. 
We have here in Indiana a condition which is pecu- 
liar, and which may not exist in the east, namely, 
the Evangelical Synod of North America. 

The purpose of the Luther League of America is 
to bring together the Lutheran young people, re- 
gardless of synodical lines. The National Lutheran 
Council, which takes in all the great Lutheran 
synods, is broader than the United Lutheran Church. 
Now if we take favorable action it will simply mean 
this: we go out of existence temporarily, but be- 
come the official Young People’s Organization of 
the United Lutheran Church in America. Then we 
take the lead among the various young people’s so- 
cieties of the synodical organizations in organizing 
one great Luther League of America that will be 
on the same footing as that of the National Lutheran 
Council today. This will be broad enough for all the 
Lutherans to come in. If we do not unite with the 
United Lutheran Church we would injure the cause. 

Rev. Kuhns—I believe there is no one in this audi- 
ence this morning that is more interested in this 
subject, and the decision that should be made upon 
this motion, than I am. I have never missed a 
Luther League convention from the day of its or- 
ganization, October 30-31, 1895, to date. I believe 
that the thing for which the Luther League was or- 
ganized has been accomplished. I believe that the 
thing for us to do is to set our faces courageously 
to the future. There is nothing in the action that 
we contemplate here this morning, according to the 
statements that come to us from authorities of 
the United Lutheran Church, that will exclude from 
the Luther League any independent Lutheran Church 
organizations. The constitution will remain as 
broad as it has in the past. The committee of the 
United Lutheran Church that has taken up this mat- 
ter in connection with the Executive Committee is 
favorable to the principles of the Luther League of 
America. One thing that we are facing is this, if 
we fail to adopt this motion we can expect that the 
United Lutheran Church in America will organize 
or take steps to organize its own young peop!e’s so- 
cieties. It is for us this morning to say whether 
the work in which we have been engaged for twen- 
ty-five years shall live, or whether it shall die; wheth- 
er the Luther League shall continue, and shall lead 
in the federation of the other synodical bodies of 
young people’s organizations, or whether, instead 
of being the unifying force, it shall become the de- 
cisive force by compelling the United Lutheran 
Church in America to organize in self-defense its 
own young people’s organization. It seems to me 
that there is but one thing for us to do and that is 
to adopt the resolution, to enter the door that 
the friends of the United Lutheran Church have 
opened for us, to take the opportunity that lies be- 
fore us to place our literature, our equipment, our 
organization at their disposal for greater work in 
the federation of the young people’s societies of all 
the bodies, a work to which we can give our hearts, 
our hands, and our heads. 
this connection that the Norwegian Lutheran 
Chureh has its own organization of young people; 
let it be remembered that Iowa has its own organi- 
zation; let it be remembered that Augustana has 
its own organization of young people: let it be re- 
membered that the District of Ohio Luther League 
was in existence, though perhaps not as an organ- 
ized unity, under the control of the Ohio Svnod. 
Here are synodical bodies of young people affiliated 
with the National Lutheran Council, and by our go- 
ing into the Un‘ted Lutheran Church in America 
we are put on a basis with the other synodical young 
people’s organizations, and besides with our experi- 
ence, with our literature, with our Topics, and our 
REVIEW, we are in a position for leadership in the 


Let it not be forgotten in~ 
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forward movement of the Federation of Young 
People’s Societics of the Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. And I believe that no organization of young 
people’s societies connected with the Luther League 
of America as an independent church organization, 
upon the showing that has been made here this 
morning by the letter and friendly attitude of the 
Committee of the Lutheran Church in America, need 
suffer. The question is: Shall the Luther League 
live, and lead; or shall the Luther League die—die 
because it has no synodical connection with other 
young people’s organizations all about us, having 
the support of their synods and the leaders of their 
synods demanding that they shall connect themselves 
with their synodieal organization. 

At the South Dakota State Luther League 
this question came up and as it came up 
the representative of that district of the United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church stated that they would 
expect all the Norwegian young people’s societies 
connected with the South Dakota State Luther 
League to join their synodical organization. 

These young people are expected to be loyal to 
their synod. With us it is a question whether we 
shall go into the United Lutheran Church to lead in 
the future as we have led in the past, or not. For 
twenty-five years as officially connected with the 
Luther League of America, my heart and my soul 
have gone into this work, and I believe now the 
right thing for us to do is to adopt this resolution, 
and unanimously. 

Mr. Pruis—It is far from me to take issue, but I 
am a single one contending for one point. And as 
I look at the faces of every one speaking in- favor 
of joint synodical affiliation, each and every one, it 
is peculiar in this particular instance that the lay 
peop'e who have been so active in this young people’s 
society, who constitute this young people’s society, 
feel that they are duty bound to keep their ground, 
It is with great reluctance that I say this. I am a 
delegate and insist upon my rights. But let us re- 
view hsitory. I am a strict Lutheran and know the 
Lutheran Church from the cradle to the grave, but 
on the other hand I have been in battles which you 
ministers have never been in. And we are going 
to fight battles if we vote on the proposition today 
and go into the United Church. There is no worse 
time than now. The United Lutheran Church came 
into existence through the efforts, hard work and 
cooperation of young people. The National Coun- 
cil is a superior council? It is news to me if it is 
greater than the United Lutheran Church. We 
say we have married and intermarried, and I beg 
to differ. That is not true. The marriage was only 
directed and consummated by the minds of the 
ministers who saw the trend of times and _ neces- 
sity. Now then it seems to me that it would not be 
well to hurry. Let us consider and not merely try 
to railroad it through. 

Mr. Menges—I would like to rise in defense of the | 
poor, bashful men. I am one that has been kept 
quiet. I do not know if it is necessary to throw any 
eloquence into the assembly. Any one who has fol- 
lowed the life of the Luther League of America up 
to this point, and does not know of the purpose and 
work of the National Lutheran Council, must have | 
been asleep. For no man can read any church 
paper who does not know what constitutes the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and of its work. Now what 
then would be the reason for two organizations do- 
ing the same work. I believe that the Luther League 
has done its work, under the providence of God. I 
believe at the time the Luther League began its 
work there were doubts and fears on the part of 
some, yet the work went on and has come down to 
us, until now we find our work in this particular 
respect accomplished, leaving that now to the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. 3 

Mr. Rapns—I want to call attention to the fact 
that Mr. Hilert is one of the laymen who spoke for 
the resolution. It was the laymen who brought about 
the merger. 

Mr. Rohde—I am reliably informed that 95 per 
cent of the leagues of the Luther League of America 
belong to congregations of the United Lutheran 
Church; the others are seattered among independent 
churches. Is that correct? (Answers, yes.) Now 
thet being so, are we going to let the 95 per cent 
go? ‘ 

Mr. Geike—The time has come, I think, that the 
Luther League of America has done its work, why 
not then unite with the United Lutheran Church? 
I was present at the meeting in Brookings, S. D., 
where the Norwegians formed their Synodical 
League. Now it is a question for us, it seems to 
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me, shall we go backward or forward? I think it 
is the only course we can take, make the Luther 
League synodical. 

Mr. Frey—In behalf of the Luther League of 
Pennsylvania I want to say that our State League 
voted unanimously in favor of the resolution. 


Thereupon a rising vote was called for, 
only one vote, Mr. Pruis’, dissenting, who 
then moved that the vote be made unani- 
mous. The vote was made unanimous. 

‘Owing to lack of time the address by 
Rey. Walter Krumwiede, scheduled for the 
morning, was postponed until the after- 
noon. The general secretary announced 
that a picture of the delegates would be 
taken immediately after adjournment. The 
session adjourned with brief services con- 
ducted by the chaplain. 

7 Third Session 

The third session of, the Convention be- 
gan at 2 o’clock with devotional services 
conducted by! the chaplain. The president 
announced the presence of Dr. E. E. Tul- 
loss, of Mansfield, Ohio, president elect of 
Wittenberg College, who was granted the 
privilege! of the floor, and said: 

I am very giad for this privilege of coming before 
this National Convention of the Luther League of 
America. I have been an enthusiastic Luther Leaguer 
for a long time. This last year‘ I have become an 
enthusiastic Junior, Luther Leaguer. A year ago in 
Mansfield I started a Junior League with seven mem- 
bers present and at the last meeting at Mansfield 
the! membership was 170. I give you that as a word 
of encouragement. I think Junior work is a prom- 
ising field for the Luther League. ’ 

I am glad to be here and bring you, as I think I 
may, greetings of the College of the territory in 
which you are meeting. I believe that in an assem- 
bly like this we have good college allegiance through 
our college alumni. We have many Lutheran schools 
and they are all good schools. We are proud of 
them. The general need is that our Lutheran con- 
gregations realize the importance of urging their 
youth to seek a Christian edueation, and in_ repre- 
senting a Christian college we can inspire them to 
secure it. I believe that all here agree that what our 
church needs, and the nation needs, and the world 
needs, almost more than anything else in these days, 
is an educated Christian citizenship, and it is the 
part of our Lutheran schools to help bring about the 
day when the economic, political, social, and civic 
life of our land shall be permeated and touched at 
every point by men and women who are educated, 
Christian citizens of our land. 

The theme of the Convention, Our Neigh- 
bors, was made the subject of numerous 
addresses, taking up its various phases. 
Our Neighbors at Home (within the 
church) was considered by Rev. Walter 
Krumwiede, of Rochester, New York, in an 
inspiring address on the subject: “The Lu- 
ther League and the Congregational Life. 

It was thereupon announced that Mr. F. 
Kline, field secretary of the Walther 
League, was present. He was granted the 
privilege of the floor and asked to speak to 
the delegates, which he did briefly, saying: 

I am always greatly interested wherever young 
Lutherans have assembled. I have been connected 
with Lutheran young people’s work for twenty-eight 
years and certainly appreciate and know what it 
means to work for the young people. I am glad that 
I could hear the address just made, and I have only 
one word, and that is that we are in this world to 
serve. And I believe there is no body of young peo- 


ple in the whole country as the Lutherans trying to 
serve, for the sake of Christ Jesus, who has redeemed 
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them. And I believe this Convention is here to serve 
and to receive new inspiration to serve the dear 
Master. I thank you for this honor, 

The President—I want to state that I had the 
pleasure some years back in framing the constitution 
and by-laws of the Walther League of the city of 
Chicago. They practically adopted the constitution 
and by-laws of the Luther League of America. So 
we are all members in spirit, and I hope it will not 
be long before we will be together. 


The theme of the afternoon session, Our 
Neighbors at Home (without the Church) 
was then taken up, and as the first speaker 
Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Director of the Phila- 
delphia Settlement House, addressed the 
delegates on the subject, “The Ministry of 
Mercy,” in which he especially urged that 
church members seek to enlist for service 
the fifty million unchurched, whether living 
prosperously, though a Christless life, or 
the poor in actual need of help. Rev. Bech- 
told said in part: 


The church in America has sleeping on its door- 
step a giant in whom there is tremendous potential- 
ity; a body of fifty million unchurched men, women 
and children. They present to the church its fore- 
most opportunity for the practice of the Christian 
virtue of Mercy. 

It is a shallow idea to look upon the Inner Mission 
as an agency which doles out food, clothing, and 
religion in spasmodie sentimental doses, and waxes 
lachrymose -while the angels rejoice. The legitimate 
sphere for the exercise of the Ministry of Mercy to 
those outside the church is the care for any physical, 
mental or spiritual need of our fellow men. The man 
who has made his way in the world, but who left his 
religion at his mother’s knee, must be sought out by 
the church, just as much as the bootlegger, the pan- 
handler and the petty crook. The rich man who 
fattens his purse by extortionate gains from rickety, 
verminous tenements, needs to be taught that though 
Jesus was born in a stable and the Prodigal lived 
with the swine, Jesus did not intend that mankind 
should follow their example. 

A vast number of migrating workers who have no 
permanent home present a special field for merciful 
endeavor; to disabuse their mind that all the world 
is against them, and to ineulcate true Christian 
principles would put an end to much of the unrest 
and disorder that is disturbing the world today. 

Many aged men and women are cold to the church 
today because their declining years are being spent 
in some almshouse where most of the food appears 
only on the monthly bills. Their only present hope is 
a pine box; when the church steps in and it brings 
comforts to warm the body and cheer the heart. 

Every baptized child is a member of the great 
Christian paternity, and no defection on the part 
of parents or guardians can absolve the church 
from its responsibility to any little one that falls 
on evil days. 

The overwhelming numbers of those who are out- 
side the church are indifferent chiefly through ignor- 
ance of the fundamentals of Christianity, and are 
unhappy*in their ignorance. This is a real work of 
mercy. Lead them to the truth, and the truth shall 
make them free. 

America is the keystone in the brotherhood of 
nations, and as the church succeeds or fails in her 
work of mercy among the unchurched millions at 
home, so will her good will toward men increase or 
diminish. 

The next speaker, Rev. Wm. Freas, Sec- 
retary of the Inner Mission Board of the 
United Lutherean Church, delivered a 
stirring address on the subject “Institutions 
and Their Limitations.” Rev. Freas de- 
plored the indifference of Lutherans to 
works of mercy, and showed how civic wel- 
fare institutions never could take the place 
of the Christian home. Institutions of 
merey he considered in the final analysis 


only makeshifts. The spirit of mercy. of 
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the Christian Church does not find its high- 
est expression in institutional help, but in 
personal help. In a measure the church 
has failed for every child that has to go to 
an institution instead of going to a Chris- 
tian home. Rev. Freas pointed out, how- 
ever, that the institutions of the church 
have done a very large work of mercy. 
They have been founded on compassion, 
and great sacrifices have marked the steps 
of progress. But after all the highest love 
is not the love that gives funds, but that 
which gives itself. The responsibilities for 
the care of those in need has been shifted 
to some one else if it is thrown upon ,an 
institution. In that sense the part of a 
living church is to arouse the spirit of 
Christ to personal service and personal 


helpfulness. Christian institutions cannot 
take the place of Christian homes. Every 
Christian has a twofold task. He is to 


look to the world as Christ did—to look to 
it with compassion, and he is to see Christ 
in every human being. 
Junior Workers’ Conference 

Following these addresses, the Junior 
Conference took place, conducted by Mrs. 
M. Haller Frey, of York, Pa. Many im- 
portant questions and problems concerning 
the Junior work of the Luther League were 
answered and discussed. The conference 
brought out the great need for increased 
interest of Senior leagues in the Juniors 
of their church. The Leaguers expressed 
their grateful appreciation of the invalu- 
able aid given by Miss Brenda Mehlhouse 
in behalf of the Junior Work of the Luther 
League. 


Mrs. Frey opened the conference with brief re- 
marks, calling attention to the importance of the 
Junior work, and read a number of ‘“Don’ts’’ noted 
as a result of visiting a Junior League meeting re- 
cently: 1. Don’t waste ten minutes waiting for 
stragglers. 2. Don’t have the blinds pulled in all 
different ways. Have pleasant surroundings. By 
Don’t announce a song seven or eight verses long 
and drag through it. Make your music inspiring, 
and get some one to lead the singing. Teach them 
good songs, the Juniors are the future church. 4. 
Don’t meet at the same time as the Seniors do. 5. 
Don’t wait until the evening of the meeting and give 
out Bible verses. Make out your program a week ahead 
of time, and let the Juniors do something ing the 
week which will help make the meeting resting. 

The first question for the conference was ‘How 
can we create interest among the young people for 
Junior Work.” Miss Stella Schaeffer answered the 
question, and suggested, Bring the Junior and Senior 
Leagues in contact now and then with each other. 
It will show the Juniors what a Senior meeting is 
like, and will show the Seniors what the Juniors 
are doing and the possibilities in the Juniors. Let 
the Juniors take part in the Senior meeting by group 
songs, Bible readings. Select various seniors to visit 
the Junior League, about once a month, and let 
seniors take part at such time in the Junior service. 

The next question, What requirements are needed 
to make a good leader, was answered by Miss Helen 
Delaplane, suggesting—ability to plan ahead and then 
to keep clear-headed; love for the work; add to 
patience the ability to see things from a lofty point 
of view; ability to make others work; a person who 
is not afraid to work; children are great imitators, 
and the leader must be an example in what he would 
like to have others imitate. 

Why do we not have a Junior organization in 
every Congregation? The question was answered by 
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Mr. M. Hallery Frey, who said it is too often be- 
cause we have so many organizations in the church. 
The Junior organization would be a means of secur- 
ing trained workers for all the societies and organ- 
izations of the church. \ 

The question, How may we keep the children in- 
terested? was answered by Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, 
the Junior expert of the Luther League of America. 
Miss Mehlhouse said, to get them interested we must 
have something attractive: children love dress; show 
them pictures; illustrate the topics. Miss Mehl- 
house also called attention to and explained numer- 
ous suggestions on Junior Work, as published in the 
ROVIEW. 

Dr. Kuhns said he desired to know how Mr. Fuhr 
got into the work. Mr. Fuhr replied: “I got into it 
against my will. The suggestion was made that we 
develop the work and I have been in it ever since. 
We arrange our program a year ahead, and give at 
the end of the term a certificate of honor. We have 
a certificate showing the colors of the Luther League 
emblem by seals awarded for attendance at church, 
daily reading of the Bible, memorizing verses of 
Scripture, attending the morning church service, 
taking part in the League, and taking part in the 
topic. We keep a record week by week. The certi- 
ficate is made to cover a period of ten years. The 
first year we would give the black seal, and so on. 
We use also a silver and a gold seal. The boys are 
very anxious to get the certificate, and likewise the 
girls.” 

The question, How can the topic be made attrac- 
tive, was briefly answered by Mr. Menges, suggest- 
ing: Put it into story form; use illustrations; in 
language that can be comprehended by the child. 
This was considered very important. 

Miss Hulda WHickhoff, of Indianapolis, Junior 
Worker for the Walther League, attended the con- 
ference, and expressed her high appreciation of the 
Junior Work of the Luther League. Miss Hickhoft 
said, “I came here to get ideas from this meeting. 
There is so much in your LUTHER LEAGUE Revirw. I 
like the idea of your organizations. You have the 
educational features. I believe we make the mistake 
in emphasizing the social features.” - 

It was urged that Junior Workers use the Junior 
topics as published in the RryInw. 

Mrs. Yocum answered the question, “Should the 
social feature be emphasized in a League meeting?” 
saying, socials should be held to keep the children 
interested, so as to make them know that it is not 
all work and study. The real child is the child at 
play, with all restraint thrown off. The social there- 
fore gives the leader an opportunity to know the 
child better. The social brings children closer to- 
gether, gives them the ‘chance to have a good time, 
and play together. People come to see this and then 
become interested in the work. The social gives the 
leader an opportunity to foster principles not gener- 
ally mentioned in a regular meeting, such as fair 
play. The social should suggest itself, and should 
a ae to the devotional meetings in Junior 

ork. 


Conference of Intermediate Workers 

The Conference of Intermediate Work- 
ers followed, Mr. O. C. Rohde, leader. He 
spoke briefly on the General Plan, methods, 
meetings (devotional, social and business), 
saying it was much similar to the Junior 
Work, but applied to scholars above the 
Junior age. It was pointed out that the In- 
termediate work of the Luther League had 
not been standardized; and to bring this 
about a resolution was adopted, on which it 
was hoped action could be taken at this Con- 
vention. As for the meetings, it was sug- 
gested that the topics of the Intermediates 
be prepared from Senior topics. Weekly 
devotional meetings to be held. Several 
questions on the future of the work were 
asked, in particular the one as to what the 
United Lutheran Church Boys’ Work Com- 
mittee is planning, and of the relation of 
our work to the Boy Scout movement and 
other similar organizations. It was thought 
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best to keep our boys away from secular 
organizations, as generally they have little 
regard for true Christianity. The question 
“of ages was also discussed, particularly 
with reference to Juniors and Seniors, and 
' is to be one which is to be especially con- 
sidered by the committee on Intermediate 
workers. 

A brief Pastors’ Conference, conducted 
by Rev. J. S. Albert, and a Senior League 
Workers’ Conference, conducted by Mr. L. 
F. Waidelich, was held, but there was time 
to permit of a discussion of only a very few 
questions. 

The session closed with prayer by Rev. 
Bieber. 

Fourth Session 

The fourth session of the Convention was 
held at 8 o’clock, the Chaplain conducting 
the Vesper Service. Psalm 146 was read 
responsively. The choir thrilled a large 
audience assembled with Mendelssohn’s an- 
them “The Lord is Great.” The theme of 
the evening was, Neighbors within the 
Church (abroad). 

As the first speaker, Rev. H. J. Schuh, 
of Anna, Ohio, addressed the audience on 
the subject “Physical Help.” Mr. Schuh’s 
address was most interesting in that he 
gave much first-hand information on con- 
ditions in Central Europe, acquired through 
his recent trip to Europe as a member of 
the European Relief Commission sent by 
the National Lutheran Council. 

Following the address of Rev. Schuh, an 
address on the subject of “Spiritual Help” 
was made by Rev. I. C. Hoffman, D. D., of 
Philadelphia. Rev. Dr. Hoffman’s address 
was both interesting and entertaining to a 
high degree. Starting from the remarks 
of Rev. Schuh, as a basis, that the Lutheran 
groups in Europe have learned to look to 
the American Lutheran Church as their 
great and tried friend in the hour of ex- 
treme need, he pointed out that the greatest 
‘need of friendship is still only in part ful- 
filled, unless in this time of despair and 
despondency it strengthens the faith and 
spiritual life of those groups so that they 
may be saved permanently for Christ’s 
_ Kingdom. 

Dr. Hoffman pointed out the need and 
danger in Europe today is not only physi- 
cal. The greater danger lying as a lower- 
ing cloud behind the physical distress is 
the mental and spiritual bankruptcy. The 
rapid rise and the appalling victories of 
Bolshevism are symptomatic of the spirit 
that is in the heart of Europe today. They 
have come to pass where they are, despair- 
ing of everything in life, and are willing 
to ery: “After us, the deluge.’ In this 
situation Dr. Hoffman said lies the great 
opportunity of the Lutheran Church in 
America to stand by and maintain their 
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courage and give counsel and guidance to 
the threatened groups in Europe. Our 
Church has undertaken a task that has 
been begun in a fashion that has aroused 
the admiration of statesmen as well as 
leaders in every church group. It has been 
a task that has been especially near the 
heart and soul of our American Lutheran 
people and they will stand by it until a new 
day of peace dawns upon the embattled 
church of the Reformation. 

Miss Esther Ohneck rendered a beautiful 
solo, “Oh! Divine Redeemer.” The presi- 
dent made several announcements, where- 
upon the chaplain conducted the closing 
service and dismissed the audience with the 
Benediction, 

Fifth Session 


The fifth session of the Convention was 
held Thursday morning, beginning at 9 
o’clock with a brief devotional service con- 
ducted by the chaplain. Immediately fol- 
lowing, the president declared the session 
open for business. The minutes of the four 
previous sessions were read by Mr. H. 
Caemmerer, convention secretary, and ap- 
proved. 

The theme of the morning was Neigh- 
bors without the Church (abroad), and the 
first speaker on the subject was Rev. E. T. 
Horn, recently returned from Japan, who 
gave an enlightening address on the sub- 
ject “Education in Japan.” 

The president announced that two promi- 
nent men of our United Lutheran Church 
present would have to leave before noon, 
Rev. Pankoke and Rev. Kiefer, of New 
York City, and asked for brief remarks 
from them. 

Rey. Pannkoke urged publicity for the 
United Lutheran Church and for the Lu- 
ther League, and recommended the work 
of the Lutheran Bureau in New York City. 
He spoke of the pleasure of the publicity 
work in connection with this Convention, 
since the Fort Wayne papers were most 
liberal in the allowance of space. 

Rey. Kiefer called attention to the im- 
portance of having accurate Lutheran in- 
formation, and advised that he had in the 
course of preparation a Lutheran Annual 
to be ready by December, giving most valu- 
able information concerning our Lutheran 
church, of many nationalities. 

The president then announced that Rev. 
H. C. Roehner, chairman of the special 
committee for the REVIEW was ready to 
report, and he was granted the privilege 
of the floor. Rev. Roehner said: 


We heard yesterday of the great need that is be- 
fore us as a Luther League of America, that every 
one of us should run a race. I have long given up 
the idea of running a race. I know it would be 
necessary for me to get rid of excess weight. Any 
man who has weight cannot run. Nevertheless there ~ 
are other races to run than foot races. The time 
has come in the history of the Luther League of 
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America for aggressive work, more aggressive than 
we have ever done before; that is no criticism of 
the past. We must enlarge our sphere, we must 
take hold of tasks before us. We are living in a 
new day of larger and brighter things, yet you and 
[ know we cannot get anything for nothing. I 
walked down the street and saw a cheap pin and 
I also saw a diamond that sparkles. There is a 
difference in worth, and I have gotten away from 
the thought that religion is free. Too many peo- 
ple believe that religion is free. We need to put 
something into a thing before we get something out 
of it. So in the Luther League, as I said yester- 
day, if there is something you want, you must go 
after it, and if there is something you ought to do, 
do it. Now we are celebrating here the Twenty- 
fifth Anniversary of the Luther League of America. 
Yesterday we took action to become officially affili- 
ated with the United Lutheran Chureh in America. 
Do you want to come to the doors of the United 
Lutheran Church, your own United Lutheran 
Church, with the statement we need your help, we 
need a protective tariff, industry to help us, or do 
we want to come before them and say United 
Lutheran Church, we want to help you, we want 
to do something for you, we come to you with our 
slates clean, all debts have been wiped out, and we 
have money at hand to start an aggressive pro- 
gram. 

God’s plan ealls for sacrifice. The only way by 
which we can accomplish truly great things is by 
sacrifice. The road to the heights is through the 
valley of sacrifices. The task before is a God-given 
task and we should have courage to take it up and 
carry it through. The joy of .serving our Lord is 
the greatest of all, and we ought to be doing some- 
thing that is really something which will advance 
His Kingdom. 

I do not wish to take further time for an appeal, 
but to speak plain'y. Yesterday you asked that our 
committee consTder this matter of placing the ReE- 
VIEW on a paying basis, increasing the subscription 
price to 75 cents, and that the subscription list be 
increased to 6,000. Our committee met, and as we 
were considering these matters we resolved to place 
this plan before you, not simply securing an addi- 
tional 15 cents per member, but of raising an 
amount right here through pledges, which will clear 
us of debt and leave us a nice balance. These pledges 
are to be entirely voluntary, and to hold good until 
January 1, 1922. We have cards ready on which 
you may pledge for yourself personally, or for your 
State, district, or local league. We have also here 
a chart, prepared by Rev. Miller of my committee, 
showing amounts we want as pledges. Shall we 
begin? 

There was great enthusiasm, and pledges 
ranging from $500 to $1,000 were secured, 
which in scarcely an hour amounted to 
$10,000. The audience arose and was led 
in prayer by Rev. Dr. Krauss, president of 
the Theological Seminary of our United 
Lutheran Church at Chicago, and then sang 
the Doxology. 

An interesting and enlightening address 
on “Medical Work in India” by Rev. A. F. 
A. Neudoerrffer, Missionary in India, fol- 


lowed. 

Miss Mary Borthwick, of India, then 
spoke on “Evangelistic Work” in India, tell- 
ing of the work among the boys and the 
girls in India, among the Zanana’ women, 
and the people of the various castes, and 
saying that it may be said that all work in 
India to bring the people to a right way of 
life, and to faith in Christ, is evangelistic. 
The people are reached through street 
preaching in villages and towns and schools, 
yet often also through the self-sacrifice of 
a consecrated missionary. I recall where 
for years efforts were made to have Chris- 
tianity established in a village in India. 
One night one of their number became 
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deathly ill with the cholera. No one would 
stay with the person, except the mission- 
ary. He stayed all night. The people of 
the village became astonished that the mis- 
sionary should make such sacrifices, and 
began to wonder what his religion really 


was. It opened the way to bring Christian- _ 


ity to that village very quickly. 

A new day is dawning in India, and the 
work is continually enlarging. The evan- 
gelists supervise the work, and the cate- 
chists do the teaching. Lack of assistance 
sufficient for the needs of the work, handi- 
caps us. But we are going onward by faith 
and God is blessing the work. If there are 
any of you here who are not satisfied with 
your place in life, who would like to do 
something for our Lord that is worth while, 
that will last throughout the ages through 
the souls brought into the Light, why do 
you not join us? The harvest is ripe, and 
the years pass by so quickly. Our medical 
and our hospital work could be much en- 
larged, our schools and our evangelistic 
work if only a few of you would take this 
matter to heart and resolve to come. 

The session closed with prayer by the 
chaplain. 

Sixth Session 

The sixth session of the Convention was 
held on Thursday afternoon, beginning at 
2 o’clock with a brief devotional service 
conducted by the chaplain. 
then declared the session open for business. 
The minutes of the morning session were 
read and approved. The general secretary 
announced the presence of Mr. R. L. Lan- 
ning, Field Secretary of the Missouri 
Christian Endeavor Union, who was given 
the privilege of the floor and addressed the 
delegates briefly, extending words of greet- 
ing in behalf of his organization. Mr. 
Raymond G. Lutz, chairman of the audit- 
ing committee, reported that the committee 


had examined the books and found the re- . — 


port of the treasurer correct. The report 
was adopted. Mr. Alfred Klosterhaus, 
chairman of the committee on credentials, 
reported 201 registered delegates present, 
representing 96 local, 42 district, and 63 
State delegates, from 17 States; 3 Interna- 
tional delegates, 9 delegates at large, or a 
total number of 213 delegates, 112 visitors, 
making the total registration 325. 

Rev. Harold S. Miller, chairman of the 
committee on resolutions, papers and re- 
ports, submitted the report of his commit- 
tee, which was adopted seriatim, as fol- 
lows: 


Report of the Committee on Resolutions 


and Papers and Reports 


1. We recommend that the delegates of this con- 
vention direct the attention of their respective leagues 
to the urgent necessity of the prompt payment of 
the per capita apportionment by local, district and 
state leagues to enable the Luther League of Amer- 


The president. 
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ica to meet its obligations. That all treasurers 
should send out statements quarterly, and remit 
every quarter to the national organization. 

2. We recommend that the finance committee be 
directed to arrange a budget for the coming two 
years, 1921 and 1922, and notify all leagues of the 
plan by November 1, 1920. 

8. We recommend that state and district secre- 
taries should be directed to notify promptly the 
general officers of the Luther League of America of 
any changes made in the personnel of their officers. 
State secretaries should also be instructed promptly 
to furnish their latest statistics in each year to the 
national officers upon whom frequent call is made 
for this information. In arranging for state and 
district conventions the officers of state and district 
conventions, the officers of state and district leagues 
should consult with and coordinate the dates for 
these conventions so as to admit the national officers 
attending these conventions with the least amount 
of expense and regard for time. The thanks of the 
league should be given our secretaries, treasurer and 
executive committee for their services on behalf of 
this important work of the Church. 

4. We recommend that in loyal support of the 
LutHeR LEAGUE REeEviInW, the official organ, the 
leaguers be urged to send in league news promptly 
to the editor, and to give a preference in league 
news to the official organ of the Luther League of 
America. 

5. We recommend that every leaguer throughout 
the land constitute himself or herself as a commit- 
tee of one to boost the membership so that when 
we meet again our increase shall be at least fifty 
per cent. ; 

6. We recommend that the junior and intermedi- 
ate work committee be separated into two separate 
and distinct committees, the junior committee and 
the intermediate committee, and that a chairman be 
provided for each committee. . 

We further recommend that said committee on 
intermediate work at its earliest opportunity pro- 
vide an adequate working plan for the boys and 
girls of our churches of intermediate age, the said 
plan to be sufficiently broad and complete in_ its 
scope to be able to gather into these intermediate 
leagues those of our youths who are now attracted 
by organizations outside of the Church. | 

In lieu of the fact that these committees have 
been severely hampered in the past biennium in 
conducting their work, and have been unable to pro- 
vide and execute a progressive program due to the 
lack of funds, we recommend that a certain amount 
to be determined by the budget committee be laid 
aside for the use of these committees in making up 
the budgets for the next biennium. 

7. We recommend that all societies in eleemosyn- 
ary institutions be excused from payment of dues, 
but that wherever possible they be urged to make 
offerings to the league. 

8. We recommend that letters be sent to the 
families of the following: Clarence C. Eisemann, 
Chicago, Ill.; K. J. F. Wilharm, Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
W. S. TT. Derr, ° Vancouver, Wash.; expressing 
to them our sympathy in their loss and our appre- 
ciation of the work which they have done for the 
Luther League. 

9. We recommend that the action of the treasurer 
in consultation with the members of the executive 
committee in agreeing to give Mr. Harry Hodges 
the salary of $1,600 a year, the office expense, and 
furnishing him with a helper, be ratified by this 
convention. That this convention fix the salary of 
“Mr. Hodges for the next two years at $1,800 per 
annum, the payment of office and traveling ex- 
penses and other incidental expenses as shall be 
necessary. ° 

10. We recommend that each local treasurer send 
to his district treasurer at the beginning of the year 
the number upon which he will pay his per capita, 
the district treasurer in turn to furnish the number 
upon which he will pay to the state treasurer, and 
he in turn to the national treasurer. 

11. The treasurer’s report for the past year shows 
that the total receipts from all junior and intermedi- 
ate societies had been but one dollar. We therefore 
recommend that the following be adopted: That 
juniors and intermediates be excused from the pay- 
ment of dues. Any monies coming from said sources 
to be purely voluntary offerings. 

12. Since the literature committee during the past 
biennium has suffered the loss of its chairman, the 
Rey. Luther M. Kuhns, Litt. D., who for many years 
was associated in its work and carried it on so suc- 
cessfully year after year, we recommend that a vote 
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of appreciation be extended to him for his services 
rendered in this field of the league work. We fur- 
ther recommend that this committee be permitted to 
submit their topics scheme when ready to the execu- 
tive committee for adoption. 

13. We recommend that the general secretary be 
instructed to extend a vote of thanks to the news- 
paperme nof Fort Wayne, and to the Lutheran Bu- 
reau for their work in giving this convention such 
generous publicity. 

1 As we have been the recipients of such gen- 
erous hospitality from the local Luther League of 
Christ Church, the pastor loci, State League of In- 
diana, the Chamber of Commerce of Fort Wayne, and 
many other kind hosts and hostesses, we recommend 
a rising vote of thanks and appreciation for the 
same, 


Mr. M. Hallery Frey, chairman of the 
nominating committee, then submitted a 
report, recommending the re-election of the 
present officers, since it was not thought 
best to change officers in view of the plan to 
become officially affiliated with the United 
Lutheran Church. Objection was raised, 
and it became necessary to vote by ballot. 
The election resulted in a re-election of the 
present officers, as follows: 

President: Mr. C. T. A. Anderson. 

First Vice-President: Mr. O. C. Rohde. 

Second Vice-President: Mr. G. W. Rapps. 

General Secretary: Mr. Harry Hodges. 

Literature Secretary: Mr. Harry Hodges. 

Treasurer: Mr. P. Walter Banker. 

Executive Committee: 

Hon. E. F. Hilert, New York City. 

O. C. C. Fetta, Esq., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Rev. Luther M. Kuhns, Litt. D., Omaha, 
Neb. 

Wm. C. Stoever, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa. 

The following resolution, introduced by 
Mr. Fetta, was referred to the executive 
committee: 


WHEREAS, The Luther League of America during 
the past years, in addition to its work among the 
young people of the Lutheran Church, has exerted a 
tremendous influence toward bringing about Lutheran 
unity, and has had a large part in bringing together 
the three merging synods forming the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, and 

WHEREAS, The Luther League of America, and 
its constituent organizations, has been the only large 
Lutheran organizatton which has such an opportun- 
ity through its conventions and other meetings to 
bring together pastors and laymen of various synod- 
ical affiliations, and 

WHEREAS, Although the merger 
bodies of Lutherans has just culminated in the 
United Lutheran Church in America, there yet re- 
mains a great work for the Luther League of 
America, as an organization along non-synodical 
lines, and to aim to secure even greater unity and 
even organic union among American Lutherans. 

BE IT RESOLVED :— 

First. That the Luther League of America make 
a special effort during the coming biennium to bring 
about some kind of union or relation among the 
various young people’s societies in the Lutheran 
synods of this country, and if possible to get them 
to affiliate in greater or less degree with the Luther 
League of America. 

Second. That a special committee be appointed 
by the executive committee of the Luther League 
of America, to negotiate with the proper officers of 
the various Lutheran synods and their young peo- 
ple’s societies, either by visitation of the committee, 
or by correspondence, and that the expenses of this 
committee be allowed. 


It was moved and seconded that hereafter 
the entertaining organization be excused 
from paying for the pre-convention number 
of the Review and for the programs. 


of three larger 
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On motion of Rey. Lloyd Steckel, it wa 
ordered that the speakers scheduled be 
heard. The theme was “Life Work,” and 
the first address was on the subject, The 
Call of the Church, by Mrs. Rosalyn Sum- 
mer Sease, of Newark, N. J. In her ab- 
sence, her paper was read by Miss Clara 
Sucher, of Connecticut. 

The subject of the next address was The 
Call of the Church to our Young Women, 
by Miss Mary E. Markley, student secre- 
tary of the United Lutheran Church. 

The third address was made by Rev. Paul 
H. Krauss, of Chicago, on the subject, The 
Call of the Church to our Young Men. His 
address was inspiring. He said the church 
needs men to carry on its work. He would 
have all men consider their task sacred, 
but for one to give his life for the service 
of Christ was to enter the most noble call- 
ing. 

The minutes of the afternoon session 
were then read and approved and the busi- 
ness session of the convention closed. 


Seventh Session 
GRAND RALLY AT STRAND THEATER. 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of America 
reached a fitting climax at the Grand Rally, 
on Thursday evening. A happy, enthusias- 
tic gathering of Luther Leaguers was pres- 
ent. The program began with several se- 
lections of excellent music rendered by an 
orchestra. State delegations began to cheer. 
The delegates were aroused with enthusiasm 
by the events of the Convention and felt 
convinced a new day was dawning upon the 
Luther League of America. 

The chaplain conducted the devotional 
service, assisted by Rev. Hadley, who read 
for the Scripture Lesson from the eighth 
chapter of Deuteronomy and from the third 
chapter of Philippians. The choir sang in 
an inspiring way “A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God.” An address, “The Retrospect,” 
by Rey. Luther M. Kuhns, Litt. D., of 
Omaha, followed. 

Following his address the audience sang 
“QO God, Our Help in Ages Past.” 

It was then announced that Rev. F. H. 
Knubel, D.D., LL.D., president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, was 
prevented from being present, and that in 
his place Rev. Paul Scherer, of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Philadelphia, would 
speak on his subject, “The Prospect.” Rev. 
Scherer was deeply appreciative of the 
honor, and said in part: 


Looking to the years ahead, it is well for us first 
to take account of the position we occupy in the 
present. That position is unique. The body of you 
there are young, and your work is for others like 
you—young. It is the highest vantage point you 
could have. You are not a memorial of the past— 
you are not even agents of today; you are a hope; 
you are a promise—you are a whisper of God’s 
Church to come. The divine obligation rests upon 


you, 
: h 
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therefore to provide for the youth of our 
church growing you—room where their hopes and 
enthusiasms may have scope, where they may find 
the opportunities of service for which they so long. 

There is one other thing I want to say to you 
about the position you occupy. You were one of 
the avenues along which three of the great bodies 
of our church moved to the merger. We hope that 
you will still be instrumental in the cause of union. 
You are strategically placed. Your interests bind 
you to all the bodies. When the United Lutheran 
Church adopts you with efficiency increased, you will 
continue to reach out the arms of your aid and 
invitation. You will stand ready with an answering 
confidence in all who may look to you or put their 
trust in you, ready with an honest affection, ready 
with the spirit of brotherhood. Thus far for the 
present; now for the future, you will let me give 
you three words that I think should stand high in 
your schedule for the years to come. They are 
Union, Co-ordination and Education. 

There is a tendency in certain quarters to increase 
the organizations. It is a tendency contrary to our 
spirit; a tendency that we must combat; rather must 
we invite union; rather must the breadth of our 
program encourage union. The challenge lies upon 
us by the fullness of our life to make others want to 
share it, by the wideness of our vision to make others 
want to see as we see. 

The second word is Co-ordination, and by that I 
mean a better linking up of the various agencies 
actually at work in the congregation. The parts of 
no body can function except as they are related to 
the other parts, and that relation carefully main- 
tained. The League cannot stand unrelated; it must 
have a source from which to draw, and an end to 
which to contribute. Its members must come from 
somewhere, and they must go somewhere, else it 
fails. I should like to see every pastor tell his 
catechumens of the League, impress upon them the 
vital character of the service it renders, and let them 
understand that upon confirmation they become mem- 
bers of it as well as of the Church. While we have 
them then we shall train them for fuller Christian 
life, and turn them over to the adult organizations, 
into the adult work of the Church. 

The third word is Education, and it is the key- 
word. It is what we are for. It is our one serious 
commanding purpose. In other words, our mission 
so called; in nothing else lies so sure a promise of 
better things. I may only recall to your mind two 
principles that we must observe: 

First, that inasmuch as our effort has in view the 
fuller life, of which I have spoken, our educational 
program must bear down directly upon that as the 
end supplying wants that are unfilled, bridging 
chasms, strengthening what is weak. Do we hope 
for men and women interested in missions? We 
must educate them. Do we hope for men eager for 
service? We must set up ideals before our own eyes 
and give them scope in our lives, and so in turn 
should every phase of the Church’s work untouched 
elsewhere come in for its share; everything that 
mie bring appreciation of the task and the glory 
ahead. 

The second principle is timeworn, but worth re- 
membering: ‘“‘No Impression without Expression.” 
Expressional activity! That is our peculiar field. It 
is in that that we must differ from the Sunday 
School. Do you ask for what specific thing we 
shall apply ourselves? A plan will be proposed to 
you by the United Lutheran Church through your 
committee. You will be set a near objective—near 
enough to see and to handle. Perhaps the Inner 
Mission Work—perhaps some phase of that march 
of religious education which the Chureh and the 
states are launching. Whatever it be, you will do it 
with your might, devoting your selves—presenting 
your bodies a living sacrifice. In that will lie the 
greatest vindication of your right to be, in that will 
the future be’ bound up. Thus shall we grow, not 
more by meditation than by busying these hands of 
ours that do not wish to be idle, clothing our love 
upon life and man, and so leading them in some | 
little bit of borrowed radiance nearer God’s throne. 


The concluding moments of the Conven- 
tion were most intéresting. A token of ap- 
preciation was given by the Luther League 
of America to Rev. Dr. Kuhns for his un- 
tiring efforts during the past twenty-five 
years in behalf of the Luther League. 

(Continued on page 27) 


General Secretary's Letter 


DrAaR LUTHER LEAGUERS: 


It was a great convention. From the 
time of the opening prelude until the final 
postlude there was not a dull moment. 

Our Hosts——They were real in every 
sense of the word. They opened their 
homes, they loaned their motors, they 
served meals and said: “What you don’t 
see, ask for.” 

The Program.—tit was timely and prac- 
tical and sent our Leaguers back home 
with a greater sense of their responsibility 
as Christians and Lutherans in the world. 

The Speakers.—They were eloquent, they 
were inspiring, they were helpful. In his 
announcements at the first session after 
Dr. Harms’ splendid keynote sermon your 
secretary in announcing the future features 
of the program stated that the evening’s 
sermon was but a harbinger of other good 
things to come. A visitor at the close of 
the session remarked: “Your convention 
will have to go some to keep up to that 
sermon.” At the close of the last session 
he remarked: “It has gone.” 

The Conferences.——They were intensely 
practical and helpful. There was but one 
thing lacking—sufficient time. 

The Music.—It was inspiring. Solos, 
duets, choruses were above par, but the 
finest of all was the hearty singing by the 
convention itself. From the opening hymn, 
“Blessing and Honor and Glory and 
Power,” to the closing one, “Lead On, O 
King Eternal, the Day of March Has 
Come,” the delegates sang with a volume 
like the thunder of the sea. 

Incidentally, your secretary has had an- 
other of his views substantiated. When the 
hymns, “Come, Thou Almighty King,” 
“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken,” 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” and 
the like, are announced, he feels like giving 
vent to a yell as he has gotten so surfeited 
with them at the numerous conventions he 
attends. Leaders seem to feel that they 
are the only hymns Leaguers can sing. The 
Fort Wayne convention hymns were select- 
ed aforetime to suit the program. Some of 
them had not appeared before and even our 
good musical director shook his head and 
expressed doubts if they could be sung and 
lamented the absence of the “regulars.” 
But we sung them and with a vim. What is 
the use of having a new book of fine melo- 
dies if we continue to sing the regulars. A 
young people’s convention is the place to 
introduce them, for they will be introduced 
to them and want to sing them when they 
return home. 

The Social Features.—The reception and 
auto ride were very pleasant relaxations 


from the busy convention and were greatly 
enjoyed by all. 

The Official Force-—They were on the 
job early and late and kept the machinery 
moving smoothly. 

The Publicity—From two to five columns 
daily with two and three pictures was the 
amount of space given us by the local press 
due to the good work of the Lutheran 
Bureau, whose representatives, Revs. Pann- 
koke and Kieffer, were on the job inces- 
santly. 

The Delegates—The best ever. They 
came from Connecticut to Georgia and 
from the District of Columbia to Ne- 
braska. Also from India and Japan. 

They were present at every session and 
for all of the session. No sightseeing 
crowd this. They did such splendid things 
too. Subscribed $10,000 in an hour; raised. 
the price of the REVIEW to 75 cents and 
authorized a campaign to double its sub- 
scription list; passed resolutions which will 
count for much in the life of the League, 
and voted for several forward movements 
with intelligence and enthusiasm; voted 
unanimously to enter the United Church 
as its official young people’s organization. 
At a future time we hope to show them 
grouped. The photograph did not arrive 
in time for this issue. 

The Absentees.—Upon those of you who 
were not fortunate enough to attend the 
convention four duties devolve: First, 
back up the pledge of your delegate toward 
the Ten Thousand Dollar Fund; second, 
note that from this date the price of the 
REVIEW will be 75 cents per year and re- 
mit promptly; third, help in the coming 
campaign to double the REvVIEW’s subscrip- 
tion list; (if you go at it as enthusiastical- 
ly and loyally as your delegate did at Fort 
Wayne the result will be assured) ; fourth, 
read the resolutions and appoint yourself 
a committee of one to have them carried 
into effect in your local, district and state 
Leagues. 

It was a great convention. 
sults be lasting! 

Yours very truly, 

—2— 
INDIANA 
HUNTINGDON 


—The League of Trinity Church held a con- 
vention echo meeting on August 1, the idea being 
to convey some of the Fort Wayne enthusiasm 
to those who could not attend. In addition to 
a musical program and the report of the dele- 
gate, Mrs. Shearer, the following papers were 
read: ‘What Is the Luther League,” by Mrs. 
BH. Ager; “Why District Conventions,” by Mrs. 
Dunathan; “Why State Conventions,” by Miss 
Lucille Weisman. Appropriate closing remarks 
were made by the pastor, Rev. F. L. Line- 
berger. 


May its re- 


Harry Hopces. 


/ 


Suggestions for Senior Topic Leaders __ 


School Days 


HESE “lessons,” with a few merry 
games, such as “Puss in the Corner,” 
“Farmer in the Dell,” “Three Deep,” and 
other school games, will make up a pleasant 
evening. 
- Alphabet 
What letter is— 
An insect? (B) 


A vegetable? (P) 

A sheep? (U) 

A large body of water? (C) 
A bird? (J) 

A part of a house? (L) 

A direction to oxen? (G) 


A beverage? (T) 
An organ of vision? (1) 
Arithmetic 

Five hundred plus a large boat equals 
without light. (D-ark) 

One thousand plus a poem equals man- 
ner. (M-ode) 

One thousand plus help equals a girl. 
(M-aid) 
Five hundred plus something uncooked 
equals to pull. (D-raw) 

Five hundred plus a proposition equals a 
great noise. (D-in) 

Fifty plus a kind of tree equals part of a 
whip. (L-ash) 

Fifty plus a finish equals a loan. (L-end) 

One hundred plus competent equals a 
large rope. (C-able) 

One plus to scold equals angry. (I-rate) 

Five plus frozen water equals wicked- 
ness. (V-ice) 

Geography 

What State— 

Was used in the flood? 

Is a father? (Pa.) 

Is the most egotistical? 

Is an exclamation? 

Is in a church? (Mass.) 

Is a number (Tenn.) 

Is a young girl? (Miss.) 

Is sick? (IIl.) 

Do tramps shun? 

Is to cut grass? 


(Ark.) 


(Wash.) 
(Mo.) 
Physiology 
Of the human body what 


Are two established measures? Hands 
and feet) 

Are two musical instruments? (Ear 
drums) 


Are small articles used by carpenters? 
(Nails) 


Is an article used by artists? (Palate) 
Are two dedicated buildings? (Temples) 
Are two graceful trees? (Paims) 


(Chest) 
(Heart) 
(Pupils) 


Is a large box? 
Is a male deer? 
Are two students? 


Literature i 

What author is 

A. river in Italy? (Poe) 

A native of one of the British Isles? 
(Scott) 

An affliction of the feet? (Bunyan) 

The head of the Catholic Church? (Pope) 

An English hedge shrub? (Hawthorne) 

A domestic animal and a noise made by 
another? (Cowper) 

Not high and part of a house? 

A very tall man? (Longfellow) 

A dark mineral and a low line of hills? 
(Coleridge) 

Without moisture and the lair of an ani- 
mal? (Dryden) 

Students’ Reception 

Of great value in stimulating interest 
and holding the young people to the Church 
will be found students’ receptions. The 
League should arrange a series of socials 
for those entering high school, those just 
finished high school, and especially for 
those about to leave for college. Decorate 
with the school colors and banners. Sing 
college and school songs. If a literary pro- 
gram is desired arrange one in imitation of 
a commencement program. 

A Letter Contest 

The letters in each case are either a let- 
ter of the alphabet or a combination of let- 
ters. 


(Lowell) 


One letter’s a tree? 
One means to agree? 
One is a drink? (T) 
One a bird, think? (J) 
Now letters that rhyme, 
You must guess them in time; 
One is an insect busy all day (B) 
One is a river that wends on its way 
(D) 
6 One is a slang word it is best not to 
say (G) 
7 These letters are not atallhard. (EZ) 
8 These letters form a literary compo- 
sition. (SA—essay) 
9 These letters will decompose. 
decay) 
10—These letters form a material to 
wear. (PK—pique) 
11 These letters do the best of all. 
—excel) 
12 These letters form a tree. (LM—elm) 
13—The meaning of these is not full. 
(MT—empty) f 


—~— 
TRY THIS RECIPE 

“To give the face a good color,” says an 
exchange, “get a pot of rouge and a rab- 
bit’s foot. Bury them two miles from home 
and walk out and back once a day to see 
if they are still there.”—Boston Tran- 
script. 


(U) 
(A) 


orRWNH 


(DK— 


(XL 


EDITORIAL 


Mehlhouse, I. S. Runyon 
as special associates. 
Send all articles, com- 
munications and news 
items to 846 Drexel 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


< @ndttortal ~< 


OUR TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR 
CONVENTION 

Doubtless never since its initial meeting, 
in Pittsburgh in 1895, has the Luther 
League of America held such an important 
and epoch making convention as that re- 
cently held at Fort Wayne, Ind. 

At that memorable Pittsburgh meeting 
the hope was launched that the Luther 
League of America might be the instru- 
ment through which the Lutheran Church 
in America might be united. For twenty- 
five years, without urging, but by education 
and by harmonization, it moved along the 
even tenor of its way toward that goal. 

One by one the various Lutheran bodies, 
with the exception of the General Synod, 
General Council and United Synod of the 
South, for reasons doubtless sufficient to 
themselves, formed synodical leagues and 
withdrew their membership from the Lu- 
ther League of America, leaving the only 
field for its labors the three bodies herein- 
before mentioned, which two years ago be- 
came the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. This union was made possible in a 
large measure by a quarter of a century of 
Luther League influence and activity. 

After the organization of the United 
Church, there came into existence the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, each of whose con- 
stituent bodies, save the United Church, had 
its official young people’s organization. 
Here was a check to the further work of 
unity on the part of the Luther League. 
But the United Church, through its Com- 
mittee on Association of Young People, in- 
vited the Luther League of America to be- 
come its official young people’s organization. 
This is what made the recent convention 
important and epoch-making. The League 
had reached a crisis in its career. Hither 
it must enter the United Church and 
through the National Lutheran Council in 
conjunction with others continue its work 
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of unity, or remain outside and die for want 
of a field of labor. It voted unanimously 
to continue to live, to continue to lead and 
to continue its work so auspiciously begun 
twenty-five years ago, and which has borne 
fruit all along the way. 

But there was a deficit in the account of 
the LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, and there 


HARRY HODGES. 


were those who felt that the League could 
not carry any debts into the United Church, 
and the wndreamed of happened. In less 
than an hour ten thousand dollars was sub- 
scribed to liquidate the deficit and provide 
funds for literature and extension work. 
This was surely unprecedented and for once 
the Lutherans ceased to be traditional. 
Surely this was an epoch-making conven- 
tion! 

We are standing at the threshold of a 
new era. Let us carry into this era with 
us the impetus, inspiration and enthusiasm 
of our ten thousand dollar convention. Let 
us cease to think and do things in a small 

(Continued on page 27) 


Hints for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY THE REV. 


REV. J. S. ALBERT. 


GENERAL SUGGESTION—THE USE OF THE 
HINTS GIVEN. 


In this department we have endeavored 
to show how the devotional meeting of the 
League might be made more helpful and 
inspirational for service. The suggestions 
cover the idea of method, not that they 
should be used in toto, but be in fact what 
the name implies, HINTS. The danger of 
instructions such as these, is in making 
them the only suggestions used in the de- 
velopment of the Topics, but by using them 
in this way, we are defeating the very pur- 
pose for which they have been written. If 
we adopt in their entirety the suggestions 
printed, we make them mechanical, and we 
are losing that which should be used by 
every leader,.namely, his own ORIGINAL- 
ITY and PERSONALITY. These hints 
are purely models after which we may pat- 
tern the methods we are intending to use 
in the presentation of the topic, and its 
practical use in the work of our churches. 
Do not allow these hints to stultify our own 
suggestions, nor make the meetings life- 
less or ineffective. It all depends on the 
Leader, whether he has enough interest in 
the meeting himself to make it the best de- 
votional meeting the League has ever had, 
or to fall down in the preparation of the 
same. Therefore this warning signal: 
PLEASE USE THE HINTS ARIGHT, 


J. S. ALBERT, 


AND YOU WILL HAVE THE RIGHT 
SUCCESS. 


HINTS FOR THE TOPICS. 


October 8—Invite the Brotherhood, the 
Ladies’ Aid and the Missionary Society to 
this meeting. Have addresses by the presi- 
dents of these various societies on the 
topic. Hymns that may be used, Nos. 9, 
18, 225, 233, 235, 236. “Ps; 24.05 braver 
that we may realize the opportunities of 
the Universal Priesthood of Believers. 
Presentation of topic by leader. Discus- 
sion on the topic by means of question box 
in charge of leader. Prayer for consecra- 
tion. Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
in Common Service Book. Offering with 
closing service. 

October 10—Invite the entire congrega- 
tion to this meeting. Special music by the 
choir. Hymns 204-213. Ps. 122. Scripture 
read in unison. Have different ones speak 
on the subject, “Why I Love the Church” 
or “Benefits of Church Going.” Another 
subject might be “What Part of the Service 
I Like the Best.” Special music. Offering 
with closing service. 

October 17—Hymns 46, 48, 62, 228, 224, 
191. Ps. 1. Prayer for “Leaders” for 
“Men of God.” Special music. Presenta- 
tion of topic after reading of scripture. 
Papers on “Why Elijah was a Great Man,” 
“The Sins Against which Elijah Fought,” 
“The Times in which Elijah Lived,” “Need 


of Men of Elijah’s Type Today.” Prayer. 
Offering and closing service. 
October 24—Reference Books. Hand- 


book of National Lutheran Council. The 
American Lutheran Survey. Church 
Papers. 

Hymns 221, 190, 178, 177, L772; 16259157. 
Ps. 91. Prayer for our brethren. Address 
by pastor on the conditions in Europe. 
Presentation of topic. Offering for the 
cause. Give records of National Lutheran 
Council of work already done. 

October 31—Reference Books. 
Luther. Hymns 140-148, 48, 45. Ps. 46. 
Prayer for “Defenders of the Faith.” 
Presentation of topics. Summarize article 
in LuTHER LEAGUE REVIEW. Special paper 
on “The Reformation.” Good time for 
questions on Church history with refer- 
ence to the Reformation period. Special 
jubilee meeting of the League to commem- 
orate the Reformation. 


Books on 
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Luther League Topics 


Eighteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. October 3, 1920. 
VARIOUS LOCAL ACTIVITIES IN 
WHICH A LAYMAN MAY ENGAGE 
(Practical) 


I Tim. 4:7-11. 
DaiLty BispLe READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Col. 4:1-18; evening, Nahum 
1:1-15. 

Tuesday—Morning, Eph. 1:1-23; evening, Nahum 
2:1-18. 

Wednesday—Morning, Eph. 2:1-22; evening, Nahum 
3:1-19. 

’ Thursday—Morning, Eph. 3:1-21; evening, Habak- 
kuk 1:1-17. 

Friday—Morning, Eph. 4:1-32; evening, Habak- 
kuk 2:1-20, 

Saturday—Morning, Eph. 5:1-21; evening, Habak- 


kuk 3:1-19. 
(F, I. Bossart) 


On the activity of our laymen depends 
the forward movement of our United 
Lutheran Church. The Church is calling 
for men who are willing to “carry on” and 
cooperate with the scriptural admonition, 
“Be ye doers of the word and not hear- 
ers only.” Industrial organizations are pay- 
ing large salaries to men who are specially 
fitted to do a specific work. Our Church 
needs the energies of such men in her 
various spheres of activity, and happy is 
that congregation where consecrated men 
of ability are awakening to the opportuni- 
ties for service in the Master’s kingdom. 

Organization is built upon the general 
principle of unity for strength—the theory 
that fifty people working together for an 
object they have agreed upon can accom- 
plish more than the same fifty working 
independently of each other without know- 
ing each other’s aims and plans. If organ- 
ized, they may come to one mind on a given 
point and their united efforts to reach that 
point may assure success. The work as well 
as the prayer will be more effective if done 
in unison. 

The only reason that will justify a 
Brotherhood or any other organization in 
the Church is a distinct and definite need. 
A needless and useless organization is a 
hindrance rather than a help. Service is 
the only thing that makes it worth while. 
The following distinct and definite reasons 
call for the organization of Lutheran men 
into a Brotherhood. 

(1) Every congregation and _ pastor 
needs the organized force of its men to do 
the many things that can best be done by 
them and which will not be done without 
them. It is the purpose of the Brotherhood 
to help supply this needed force. 

(2) War-time conditions and after-war 
problems have placed upon the Church, and 


especially the Lutheran Church, more and 
greater responsibilities and opportunities 
than it ever faced before. To meet these 
heroically as its men met the brunt of 
battle requires the concentrated power of 
its entire manhood. Organized man power 
won the war. The organized man power of 
the Lutheran Church is needed to meet 
and master its present day problems. It is 
the object of the Luther League and the 
Brotherhood to help in meeting these con- 
ditions. 

(3) The United Lutheran Church in 
America has before it opportunities such 
as are given no other Protestant body. 
Merging means larger things for us than 
ever before in Lutheran history. A world- 
wide missionary, benevolent and education- 
al field is our God-given task. It is pre- 
eminently and definitely an organization 
for service. 


WHat LUTHER LEAGUES OR BROTHERHOODS 
Have DONE AND CAN Do. 


The following list of activities will indi- 
cate what a good organization of the above 
kind is doing and can do: 

Help get the Church papers in every 
home. 

Help turn the tide of Sunday School 
scholars at its close into the Church service. 

Talk up your Church and your pastor, 
and thus add to their power. 

Help your congregation publish a weekly 
bulletin. 

Help make the services of your Church 
devotional, churchly and winsome. 

Help make Lent a great churchly evan- 
gelistic campaign in harmony with the 
spirit of the Lutheran Church. 

Send a young man of the Church to col- 
lege to prepare for the ministry and assist 
in his support. 

Arrange a series of addresses on the dis- 
tinctive doctrines and usages of the Lu- 
theran Church. 

Assist the pastor in personal work in 
reaching men for Church membership. 

Make it a special object to aid men in 
securing employment, to assist worthy ones 
who are out of work and to visit the sick. 

Organize the boys of the Sunday School 
into a Junior Luther League and train 
them for active, intelligent church work. 

Support a missionary or native worker 
in a foreign field. E 

Increase attendance at regular Church 
services. 

Conduct a summer camp. Organize a 
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baseball and other athletic teams. Take 
groups on exploration tours of factories, 
ete. 

Sccure soldiers, travelers, scientists, old- 
residenters, engineers, specialists, to give 
talks before your men. 

Make your Church a place where people 
may look for help and friendship in times 
of sickness, distress, bereavement and mis- 
fortune. 

In whatever you undertake plan your 
work and work your plan. 

Let us pray and work for the strength- 
ening of our Church in its various avenues 
of service and not forget to give as the 
Lord has prospered us, not only in money, 
Lut in activity in the labor which He has 
given us to do. 

__& 
Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity. October 10, 1920. 


DELIGHT IN GOD’S HOUSE 


(Practical) 


Psalm 84:1-12. 
DatLy BIBLE READINGS. 


Monday—Morning, Eph. 5:22-33; evening, Zeph. 
: Paosday_Movmieet Eph. 6:1-24; 
; “Wednesday—Morning, Phil. 1:1-80; evening, Zeph. 
: “Thursday—Morning, Phil. 2:1-30; evening, Haggai 
; “Friday—Morning, Phil. 3:1-21; 
; ‘Sattirday—Morning, Phil. 471-23; evening, Zech. 


evening, Zeph. 


nm 


evening, Haggai 


re 


(Rev. Ralph D. Wheadon.) 

1. The Song of a Soul which Delights in 
God’s House. 

Of the one hundred and fifty holy songs 
of the book of Psalms, none breathes a 
more intense spirit of delight and devotion 
for God and His house than this. 

This is the song of a soul that had been 
deprived of worshiping and serving God in 
His house. It might have been exile, im- 
prisonment, or sickness that prevented the 
worshiper from coming, but, whatever the 
obstacle, whether punishment or suffering, 


yet there remained the great desire to be | 


in God’s house. 

What a joyful life this would be if every 
soul could sing this song! But for the 
worldling such a song would be hypocrisy. 
In the time of Malachi there were those 
who said, “What a weariness” (Mal. 1:13). 
Do we not find in this age, even among 
those who profess the name of Christ, such 
a sentiment; whose: sense of duty exceeds 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


the privilege; to whom the Sabbath and / 
the hour of worship bring an irksome task 


rather than real joy? These are possibly 
heart-searching considerations,’ yet we 
need to face the facts, for the entering of 
God’s house at the hour of worship with 
such a joyless heart is not profitable, much 
less acceptable to God. If we can think of 
anything that would bring sorrow to our 
Heavenly Father, would it not be this— 
that His children, those redeemed by the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ, would take 
small delight in coming to Him in His 
house? We need then to pray for the spir- 
it of the one who was inspired to write the 
words of this psalm that we may love the 
courts of the Lord and take “Delight in 
God’s House.” 

2. The Soul Found “Delight in God’s 
House,” as: 

(a) A place of blessing. 

Man is blessed, when his strength is in 
God, and he finds God to be the true source 
of all power; when he enjoys to worship 
and praise God, for by worship man is 
strengthened in faith, in obedience, and 
in suffering. 

(b) A place of service. 

What is there in life that relieves the 
monotony, may we say, the drudgery of 
life, so much as service? When you want 
to forget what you think you have to bear 
just help some in trouble and you will for- 
get. But we mean by service here the 
praise, adoration to be rendered God for 
His goodness to us; the going to His house 
not alone for our own spiritual welfare, 
but to lead others there also; to build up 
the Church, and God’s kingdom. We can 
find “Delight in God’s House” if we serve 
Him there. The joy found by the Psalmist 
in service is best expressed in his own 
words, “For a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand.” 

(c) A place of refuge, in time of trouble. 

Men are always seeking comfort, a place 
of refuge, from the storms of life. The 
Psalmist was passing through just trials, 
but he teaches us where to seek refuge, 
“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the 
Lord will give grace and glory; no good 
thing will He withhold from them that 
walk uprightly.” 

The Lord ‘a shield” defender. ' 

The Lord “will give grace,” strength, 
power. “My grace is sufficient for thee” 
(il Cor, 1229). 

“No good thing will He withhold.” ‘ 

Let us pray “without ceasing” that we 
may love the house of our God. 

Questions :— 

Is love of God’ s house one mark of God’s. 
people? 

Why do so many people find the hour of 
worship irksome? 


i en 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 


Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity. October 17, 1920. 
“ELIJAH, A GREAT MAN OF GOD 
(Biographical) 


I Kings 18:16-40. 
DAILY BIBLE RB#ADINGs. 


; Monday—Morning, I Tim. 1:1-20; evening, Zech. 
i ee eee I Tim. 2:1-15; evening, Zech. 
Or eealey Morning, I Tim, 3:1-16; evening, Zech, 
ge ey Sa I Tim. 4:1-16; evening, Zech. 
oY Fiat ee I Tim. 5:1-25; evening, Zech. 
ar ete i ae I Tim. 6:1-21; evening, Zech. 


731-14, 

Half a century had passed away since the 
rival kingdoms of Judah and Israel were es- 
tablished; and in all these years there was 
nothing but petty strifes, bitter disputes, 
with a series of massacres to blot the be- 
ginning of each new reign. Golden calves 
were set up in Israel, priests were chosen 
from the trikes, and the worship of Baal be- 
came the national! religion with a strong- 
minded woman at court to practise it and a 
cringing people to follow in her wicked 
train. And when, here and there, a man 
stood out boldly for the worship of Jehovah, 
the wrath of Jezebel burst over his head 
and drove him into silence or seclusion. But 
there was one man who would not be silenced 
or remain concealed—and that was Elijah. 

Elijah the Tishbite was the great reform- 
er of his age. Scripture describes him as 
“an hairy man and girt with a girdle of 
leather about his loins;” while tradition 
speaks of him as “a man of short stature 
and rugged countenance, with the long flow- 
ing hair of a Nazarite.” Of his origin, we 
know nothing. All at once he breaks in upon 
the court, startles the king with his direful 
message, and forthwith he is gone. The 
message was from Jehovah, the God of Is- 
rael; it told Ahab of a drought that should 
waste the land. The messenger then escaped 
to the highlands of Gilead and there, by the 
sheltering sides of the high cliffs of the 
Brook Cherith, the ravens fed him. 

The drought having dried up the stream, 
Elijah sought refuge far north in the town 
of Zerephath, where he would at least be 
safe from the spies of the king. As he drew 
near the city gate he met a woman gather- 
ing sticks and recognizing in her the widow 
to whom he was sent, he called her and said, 
“Fetch me, I pray thee, a little vessel that I 
may drink.” And to this request he added, 
“Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread 
in thine hand.” Then came the promise that 
neither the oil nor the meal should fail till 
the rain came again upon the earth. Elijah 
tarried here for about two years. Mean- 
time the widow’s son fell sick and died; but 
in answer to the prophet’s prayer, he was 
restored to life. 

The destructive effects of the famine ex- 
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tended even to the palace; and the king 
and his chamberlain were compelled to go 
forth in the deepest valleys in search of 
grass to keep alive the royal horses and 
cattle. In the midst of their search, Elijah 
suddenly presented himself to the chief of- 
ficer of the king, who exclaimed in undis- 
guised dread: “Art thou that my lord 
Elijah!” In reply the prophet bade him 
summon the king; and when Ahab met 
Elijah he said: ‘“‘Art thou he that troubleth 
Israel?” Then the prophet charged upon 
the king the apostacy of the people and 
challenged him to a final test between Baal 
and Jehovah. 

The scene that then took place on Mount 
Carmel has no parallel in all history. On 
one side were ranged the 450 priests of 
Baal, with the power of the court behind 
them; on the other, Elijah stood alone, but 
God was with him. The test was simple; 
each was to prepare a sacrifice; and the 
God that answered by fire should be the 
true God! The prophets of Baal made 
ready their offering; and from carly morn 
till high noon the ery went up, “O Baal, 
hear us!” Receiving no answer, they 
wildly leaped upon their altar and with 
mad swaying kept up the frenzied cry. As 
the sun began to sink, Elijah mocked them 
and said: “Cry aloud; for he is a god!” 
Stung by the taunt, they cut their flesh 
with knives, till the blood flowed in streams; 
and as the sun went down, smeared with 
their own blood and exhausted by their 
cries, they stood aside to witness the test 
of the prophet. 

With the confidence of one who knows his 
God, Elijah repaired the broken altar of 
the Lord. Then, to make sure against any 
charge of deception, he poured water again 
and again over the sacrificial altar until 
the wood was completely soaked and even 
the encircling trench was filled. And then, 
as he turned to God in prayer, that He 
would manifest His power and bring back 
His people, fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the sacrifice, licking up the 
very water in the trench. At the sight, the 
people fell upon their faces and cried out: 
“Jehovah, He is the God!” And now, in 
answer to the prophet’s prayer, the rain 
came and refreshed the land. And as the 
cloud, at first no larger than a man’s hand, 
spread over the sky, Elijah called upon the 
king to hastcn to Jezreel; and he honored 
his sovereign by running before his char- 
iot to the very gates of the city. 

King and people alike acknowledged Je- 
hovah to be the Lord; not so with the 
queen and her court-priests. And when 
she heard from the lips-of Ahab that the 
prophet was victorious and the priests of 
Baal had been slain, she threatened Elijah 
with instant death if he did not quit the 
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kingdom. Defeated and disgraced, the 
prophet sought the wilderness; and as he 
sat beneath a juniper tree, in a fit of mel- 
ancholy he prayed that he might die. Over- 
whelmed with disappointment and over 
come with fatigue, he lay down and slept. 
And as he slept, an angel touched him, bid- 
ding him rise and eat. Looking up, he saw 
a cake baked and a cruse of water; and in 
the strength of that food he passed forty 
days and forty nights in The Mount of 
God. 

It was sacred ground‘ that the prophet 
had reached—the place where Moses had 
stood before the Lord. But a different 
manifestation was reserved for Elijah— 
first the storm of wind, then the earth- 
quake, then fire—all emblems of divine ven- 
geance! But the presence of God was in 
none of these—the work of reform must be 
effected by the “still small voice,” the Lord 
speaking comfort and strength and courage 
to the heart! And as “the sound of gentle 
stillness” touched the prophet’s ear, he 
drew his mantle about his face, came to 
the entrance of the cave, and received from 
the Lord the commission to anoint kings 
and name his successor. 

For a time Elijah is hid from public 
view. The king of Israel, no longer re- 
strained by his presence, turned from the 
glory of arms to deeds of wickedness— 
even the shedding of innocent blood. And 
so the base intrigue was planned by his 
wife; Naboth was put to death and his in- 
heritance confiscated by the king. Six 
years had passed away since Ahab had 
seen Elijah; but now as he entered the 
vineyard, secured through judicial murder, 
he cried out, “Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy?” Then the prophet spoke the 
word of doom, ‘‘In the place where the 
dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs 
lick thy blood, even thine!” But the fate 
of Jezebel should be even worse; for the 
dogs should eat her beneath the very walls 
of Jericho! 

With the declaration of Ahab’s doom, 
Elijah again disappeared; and for four 
years all trace of him is lost. Meanwhile, 
many changes took place in Israel. Ahab 
and Jezebel had each met their terrible end 
while Ahaziah, their weak and wicked son, 
had ascended the throne. His reign, how- 
ever, was cut short by an accident. And 
when he sent messengers to inquire of 
Baalzebub instead of Jehovah, he practi- 
cally proclaimed that there was no God in 
Israel. This open insult to Jehovah must 
be reproved. So the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah, “Arise, go up to meet the 
messengers of the king of Samaria.” And 
when the prophet met them his stern in- 
quiry told the wrath of the Lord and 

sounded the death knell of the king. 
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The messengers at once returned to the 
king;.and when they described the man 
who had dared to speak the word of judg- 
ment against him, Ahaziah said, “It is 
Elijah the Tishbite!”’ In his rage he sent a 
captain with a company of fifty to seize the 
prophet; but fire came down from heaven 
and consumed them. A second detachment 
met a similar fate. The third captain, 
however, approached with humble appeal, 
and was rewarded by the prophet return- 
ing with him to the king. Face to face 
with the weak tyrant, the prophet repeat- 
ed his reproof and again pronouncing the 
word of judgment, went his way. 

And now the prophet’s earthly mission 
was ended and the time of his departure 
was at hand. From Gilgal he set out at 
the call of the Lord for Bethel. He wished 
to make the journey alone; but Elisha in- 
sisted upon attending him. When they 
reached the Jordan, its waters parted at 
the prophet’s touch, and they passed 
through on dry ground. And as these two 
servants of God walked together and 
talked, there appeared a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah was borne into heaven 
on the wings of the wind. 

fe - 
Twenty-first Sunday 
after Trinity. October 24, 1920. 


THE CALL OF STRICKEN EUROPE 


(Missionary) 
Phil. 4:8-14. 
DaILy BisBte READINGS. 
5 Monday—Morning, Titus 1:1-16; evening, Zech. 
21-23. 
. ee om a Titus 2:1-15; evening, Zech. 


Sa ee pentay —ornine, Titus 3:1-15; evening, Zech. 


Petar te MOraing, II Tim. 1-18; evening, Zech. 
Friday—Morning, II Tim. 2:1-26; evening, Zech. 


12 :1-14. 
ae 2 ae aheee II Tim. 3:1-17; evening, Zech. 
Le (Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 


Some Stories of Our Lutheran Brethren. 
in Hurope. 

In a Lutheran Mother-House. As on the 
evening of my arrival I knocked at the 
door of the Deaconess Mother-House, there 
was discernible not a little embarrassment. 
I did not understand this at first until they 
told me that they would like to keep me as 
their guest, but would have to deny them- 
selves the pleasure, as they had so little 
to offer. Their pantries and storerooms 
were so empty. But even then I did not 
fully comprehend until I saw with my own 
eyes. I went through the children’s in- 
firmary. There were long rows of little 
beds, with little, peaked, pale pinched faces 
peeping out of the pillows. And the rooms 
were so cold. The deaconess uncovered one 
of the little ones. I saw a shriveled body, 
with an inflated stomach and emaciated 
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limbs, with sores breaking out all over the 
body. The result of starvation. Oh, Chris- 
tian nations, how are you going to stand 
in the presence of God Almighty to an- 
swer for what you have done to these little 
ones? To hundreds of thousands of them! 
The deaconess said: 

“The doctor tells me I am feeding them 
too many turnips. But what else can I 
give them? We have nothing else.” And 
she turned and wept. So we passed on 
from room to room, from house to house. 
Everywhere the same chill air, the same 
pale faces. There was not a particle of 
heat in any of the buildings on this cold, 
dreary, rainy day. The old people took 
their lot a little more cheerfully. “Are you 
ill?” I asked one of the old ladies whom we 
found in bed. “Not ill, but cold,” she re- 
plied. So she sought the comfort of her 
bed. Many had followed this example; but 
in one of the aisles we found a number of 
old ladies huddled together and chatting 
quite cheerfully. “Then you forget,” they 
explained, “how cold it is.” This was the 
one discovery I made. 

And in this desolation of misery, in this 
atmosphere of chill and hunger, our dea- 
conesses are working with a heroism which 
cannot possibly be excelled by any dis- 
played on the battlefield. Themselves sad- 
ly underfed, poorly clad, and shivering, they 
work on day in and day out, week in and 
week out, month after month, and year 
after year. O, these last five years have 
been very long. With their hands blue 
with the cold and benumbed they lift the 
sick, comb the little girls’ flaxen locks, or 
mend the torn trousers for the boys. The 
original material of these trousers has long 
sought shelter behind a wonderful variety 
of unnumbered patches. And when their 
poor wards complain that it is so cold and 
that they are hungry, they give them words 
of cheer. In their own breasts they try to 
keep the flame of hope burning. When in 
one of their services I spoke to them of 
their self-denying courage, of their unre- 
lenting silent service, of their love, the 
pent-up feelings of many broke and they 
sobbed aloud. This is my second discov- 
ery.—The Rev. G. A. Fandrey in American 
Lutheran Survey. 

Heart-Breaks. The bright colors of the 
evening sky are faded. One cloud alone is 
still glowing in the west, a blood-red torch. 
It. also fades. The shadows grow deeper. 
Anxious silence lies over the town. The 
sleepers in their homes groan under the 
weight of their dreams. They have thrown 
themselves on their untidy beds as the day 
saw them—in their clothes—because this 
night, perhaps, they will have to go the 
road which thousands have gone already. 
In their dreams they hear the prison-door 
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shut with a crash—the door which sep- 
arates them forever from life. The brutal 
yells of inhuman men and women mingle 
with the moans of the dying. The shadows 
of night grow deeper. Silence lies like a 
weight upon the town. We feel cold. Hands 
are grasping at our hearts which stir us 
up breathless in the darkness. It is not a 
dream today. Thundering knocks crash 
against the house door. They are coming. 
One long anxious groan trembles through 
the whole house. Fear draws nearer and 
nearer and looks into each apartment. 
Everyone in the house asks himself the ter- 
rible question: ‘Will it be my fate today?” 
And then the bloodthirsty horde of ruffians 
rushes up the stairs. One’s heart stops. 
They will be here. Immediately one hears 
the blows of clubs, but not at our door. 
Two long dreary hours crawl by. Now and 
again the light of a candle runs through the 
room, paints trembling phantoms on the 
walls. Two long dreary hours pass by. 
Heavy footsteps descend the stairs. This 
night they came to fetch the German doc- 
tor. The man follows quietly. Only the 
wife weeps silently. Then they are led off 
into the darkness. The strect is quiet and 
silent again. Out of the house from which 
the two have been led on their way to mar- 
tyrdom the weeping of the mother and the 
fatherless children is heard. 

Hunger. The waters of the River 
Duena flow lazily. Along the broad banks 
behind the granaries, which are empty, is 
the rag fair. That was the place where 
dirty Jews, men and women, were wont to 
sell. Here wild quarrels were fought over 
the few pennies and rags found in a gut- 
ter; but also many a stolen object was sold 
here for hardly any price. Even valuable 
jewels sometimes passed from one dirty 
hand to another. Now the citizens of Riga 
are here, mute and pale, trying to sell the 
few last things the plundering Bolsheviki 
have left them; Jews, peasants and soldiers 
on whose caps the red star of the Bolshe- 
viki army is glittering. They push and 
crowd around them. Occasionally a mock- 
ing word whizzes like a whip over the 
place. An old woman, turned out of her 
home, tries to sell colored ribbons hanging 
around her neck. Compassionate people 
have offered her a refuge, but she has to 
share it with chickens and rabbits. A man 
bargains with a Jew about his coat. He 
was a rich merchant once. A poor boy, 
out of whose eyes hunger is staring, holds 
his little toy horse in his arms, if perhaps 
someone may buy it. His mother has been 
led away by the Bolsheviki. He is the child 
of a poor tradesman. The boy is very 
poor. Without paying the least attention, 
the crowd pushes past him. Hunger is so 
hard! The woman standing near him 
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knows. She knows it too well. Someone 
has given her a loaf of bread for the shawl 
she had around her shoulders. She gives 
the boy a piece. “There, eat, poor boy.” 
“Bread!” It is like a sob. A tear falls on 
the hand of the woman—more beautiful 
than the most beautiful diamond that she 
had worn before the Red wave came over 
the land. Silently, greedily, woman and 
child are eating, being pushed and jostled 
by the crowd. The sun plays with the 
colors of the ribbons, aprons and shawls 
which are brought there to be sold by the 
pale men and women, causing the red stars 
of the buyers to glitter. ... The waters 
of the Duena move lazily to the sea. 
~~ 
Twenty-second Sunday 
after Trinity. October 31, 1920. 
THE NINETY-FIVE THESES 
(Historical) 


Nehemiah 2:1-8. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, II Tim. 4:1-22; evening, 
14 :1-21. 
Tuesday—Morning, Heb. 
1:1-14. 


Zech. 


1:1-14; eyening, Mal. 


< Wednesday—Morning, Heb. 2:1-18; evening, Mal. 
% Th pied aseeie ee Heb. 3:1-19; evening, Mal. 
4 iadey ate Heb. 4:1-16; evening, Mal. 
‘Saturday—Morning, Heb. 5:1-14; evening, Judges 


(Rev. Ulysses E. Apple.) 

The Reformation of the sixteenth cen- 
tury was one of the greatest movements 
since the days of the Apostlés. Its im- 
mediate cause was the dispensation of the 
Pope allowing the purchase or immunity 
from penance. Luther had previously writ- 
ten theses directly attacking current errors 
and abuses of the Papacy, but when on 
October 31, 1517, he nailed his now world- 
renowned Ninety-five Theses to the Castle 
Church door at Wittenburg, he started a 
conflagration which no human hand had 
the power to put out. They were not pre- 
pared for the world but for scholars. They 
were written in Latin, and were intended 
to be subjects for discussion at the uni- 
versity. They were translated by the stu- 
dents and their truths spread like wildfire. 
These short but pregnant treatises tacked 
to the bulletin board for the theme of a 
weekly debate became the joyful news that 
met the heart-throbs of thousands of Ger- 
mans. 

Cause. It is by no mere accident of con- 
troversy that the Ninety-five Theses mark 
the starting point of Luther’s career as a 
reformer. The subject with which they 
dealt was not only in close connection with 
the center of Christian truth, but it touched 
the characteristic thought of the Middle 
Ages. This period had been a stern school 
of moral and religious discipline. Monks 
and schoolmen performed prodigies of self- 
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denial and self-sacrifice that they might be- 
come perfect. It was an age of fear and 
dread and suffering lest the, individual 
should fail to work out his salvation. Into 
this world of spiritual terrors came Lu- 
ther. The dread of Divine judgments, 
brought home to him by the sudden death 
of his boon companion, drove him to a 
monastery. Here he practised self-denial 
and bodily torture until life was despaired 
of without the assurance that his penances 
appeased the wrath of God. 

“The Middle Ages had brought men to a 
deadlock. They had led men to a gate so 
straight that a human soul could not pass 
through it. In the struggle men had de- 
vised the most elaborate forms of self-tor- 
ture and had made the most heroic sacri- 
fices and in their very desperation they had 
anticipated the more vivid insight and ex- 
perience of Luther. The effort, in fact, had 
been too much for human nature and the 
end of it had been that the Church had con- 
descended to human weakness. The most 
obvious and easy way out of the difficulty 
was to modify, by virtue of some dispens- 
ing authority, the extreme requirements of 
Divine justice and by a variety ... of de- 
vices to lessen the severity of the straight 
gate and of the narrow way.” Such a 
power was a terrible temptation to un- 
scrupulous churchmen to extort submission 
from tender consciences, or to make a bar- 
gain with selfish hearts, and at length it 
led to hideous abuses of such preaching of 
indulgences as that of Tetzel, who, though 
not permitted to come into Saxony, came 
near enough to Wittenberg, where Luther 
was teaching, to create a stir by his sale of 
indulgences. 

Indulgences. The Church taught that 
forgiveness of sin is secured in penance, 
which consists of three parts, i. e., contri- 
The con- 
trite one, having made formal confession, 
is absolved from the guilt of his sins; 
eternal punishment is also remitted; but 
this does not release from every punish- 
ment, nor has entrance into heaven been 
secured. The one undergoing penance 
must undergo works of satisfaction such as 
prayer, fasting, and the giving of alms as 
the priest may impose. To remit this 
temporal punishment of sin, indulgences 
ean be granted and also for those in Pur- 
gatory who have failed to meet fully sat- 
isfaction required, while living. In other 
words, upon the payment of a fixed price, 
the Pope could draw upon the superfluous 
merits of saints and apply them to the ac- 
count of one for whom payment was made. 

When the traffickers of indulgences so 
shamelessly urged the people to purchase 
“the forgiveness of sins,’ Luther no longer 
dare remain silent. He felt that such 
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teaching was false to the Church—that it 
assaulted the fundamental doctrines of 
salvation; therefore as her loyal servant 
he protested the offenses connected with 
the sale of indulgences. He expected his 
superiors to support him in the position 
thus taken, but to his astonishment Papal 
theologians of the day were ready to sup- 
port the most flagrant evasions of the very 
principles on which their power had orig- 
inally been based. 

The first thesis is a clear cxposition of 
repentance as that which characterizes the 
whole life of believers over against the 
Romish system of penance with its in- 
dulgences. -While Rome paid chief attcn- 
tion to acts of penance as opposed to acts 
of sin the thesis indicates in its very open- 
ing words that repentance is a state of 
heart and life opposed to that sinful state 
whence all outward sins come. “Each 
proposition is a blow at some popular error 
or some flagrant abuse. Though occasion- 
ally qualifying they deal trenchantly with 
the nature of repentance, the power of the 
Pope to release souls from Purgatory, the 
virtue of indulgences for liv:ng sinners, the 
outrageous practices of pardons, the treas- 
ury of the Church and other matters.” 

“The theses represent a state of transi- 
tion from twilight to daylight. They re- 
veal the mighty working of an earnest mind 
and conscience intensely occupied with the 
problem of sin, repentance and forgive- 
ness and struggling for emancipation from 
the fetters of tradition. They might more 
properly be called a disputation to diminish 
the virtue of Papal indulgence and to mag- 
nify the full and free grace of the Gospel 
of Christ. They bring the personal ex- 
perience of justification by faith and direct 
intercourse with Christ and the Gospel in 
opposition to an external system of church- 
ly and priestly mediation and human merit. 
The Papal opponents felt the log’cal drift 
of the theses much better than Luther, and 
saw in them an attempt to undermine the 
whole fabric of Popery. The irresistible 
progress of the reformation soon swept the 
indulgences away as unscriptural.” 

Results. In his defense of the theses, 
Luther was led to a statement of the entire 
doctrine of salvation which caused an open 
break with the Roman Church. With re- 
luctance he gave up one thing after another 
until he saw the Scriptures to be the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. He 
was liberated from Roman bondage by the 
Word of God and in turn translated the 
Seriptures, thereby making them free to 
the German people. He broke down the 
bars which hindered the soul’s approach to 
Christ; he liberated the consciences of men 
and taught the right of private judgment. 
Step by step the Holy Spirit led him until 
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he stood heroically at Worms, refusing to 
retract unless convinced of violating the 
explicit Word of God. From this it is only 
a short step to the Smaller Catechism and 
the Augsburg Confession. 
oo 
LUTHERN LEAGUE OF AMERICA. 
(Continued from page 16) 

Likewise, Rev. and Mrs. Hadley and the 
choir leader were remembered with a suit- 
able gift for their work in behalf of the 
Convention, which had been so successful. 

The president announced the following 
committees of the Luther League of 
America: 

Literature Committee: Harry Hodges, 
chairman; Hon. E. F. Hilert, I. S. Runyon, 
Rev. J. S. Albert, Rev. C. P. Harry, Mrs. 
R. S. Sease, Rev. H. C. Roehner. 

Finance Committee: Mr. P. Walter 
Banker, chairman; H. Caemmerer, C. Ditt- 
mer, R. Lutz, A. Elfers. 

Junior Committee: Mr. Charles Fuhr, 
chairman; Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, Miss 
L. W. Rice, Miss Dorothea Bang. 

Intermediate Committee: Rev. C. Teufel, 
chairman; Rev. A. T. Micheler, Rev. C. P. 
Harry, Mr. O. C. Rohde. 

Rev. Hadley announced that an automo- 
Lile trip would be taken in the morning to 
see interesting places in the city. Quite a 
number stayed and enjoyed the trip. 

The president thanked the delegates and 
all who had taken part in the Convention, 
and. urged them henceforth to work with 
renewed zeal for the Luther League of 
America. After a brief devotional service 
the Convention adjourned. 

(Lack of space has made it impossible 
to print to any extent the splendid addresses 
of Revs. Krumwiede, Schuh, Horn, Neu- 
doerrffer, Kuhns, Mrs. Sease and Miss 
Markley. They are all of such a high 
order that mere extracts would not do them 
justice, and we are therefore holding them 
for the October Rrvizw.—EDITOR.) 

4s 
OUR TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR 
CONVENTION. 
(Continued from page 19) 

way. We have revealed ourselves to our- 
selves. Let us continue to be a ten thou- 
sand dollar organization, doing big things 
for God and His Church in a big way. 
Let us take hold with a will the task which 
the United Church shall assign to us, and, 
working in harmony with its other organi- 
zations, help our United Lutheran Church 
im America to pave the way for the United 
Lutheran Church of America. 


Methods and Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSH. 


BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE. 


Some Things I Have Heard 


During the Summer 


HE JUNIORS are coming! We are 
hearing more and more of their work 
every day. Seniors, their enthusi- 

asm and interest puts some of us to shame! 
Here are some of the things I have learned 
this summer: 

The Pennsylvania Convention. The 
Juniors there worked very efficiently as 
guides. The Pittsburgh district, in which 
the convention was held, has always led in 
Junior work. The York district is a close 
second. She presents a challenge to us. 
Every district in Pennsylvania—come along, 
let’s beat her! Every State—come along, 
run Pennsylvania, with her 74 Junior socie- 
ties and 2,497 Junior members, a race! 
Who will report the largest number of new 
Junior societies this year? 

Fort Wayne. Wasn’t it splendid! One 
hundred and eleven Junior societies with a 
membership of 3,370 were reported. Mrs 
Frey’s Junior conference was both very 
helpful and very practical. A big advance 
step was taken when provision was made 
for the division of the Intermediate and 
Junior Work Committee into two distinct 
committees, the Junior Committee and the 
Intermediate Committee. Each can now 
extend more largely its own lines. 


Gettysburg Summer Assembly. Yes, the 
Juniors were there, too! They presented a 
pageant on the beautiful campus of Penn- 
sylvania College which was very effective. 

New Junior Books. Have you seen that 
most fascinating new book of Margaret 
Applegarth’s, “The School at Mother’s 
Knee”? It is a wonder! It makes missions 
a most marvelous game to the kiddies. It 
is brimful of suggestions from Junior lead- 
ers. The two new Junior mission books, 
“Mr. Friend 0’ Man” (home) and “Lamp- 
lighters Across the Sea” (foreign) are 
splendid. More of these later. Both of the 
last named have been added to the Junior 
Luther League Reading Course. Why not 
get the whole set for your Juniors? 

Mt. Airy Summer School. At our sum- 
mer school in Philadelphia the Juniors ef- 
fectively assisted in the pageant “The 
Striking of America’s Hour,” rendered un- 
der the auspices of the Young People’s 
Auxiliary of the Germantown Orphans’ 
Home. The Juniors interpreted “The Spirit 
of Play,” and clad in white, with garlands 
of pink roses, they greatly added to the 
pageant’s effectiveness. 

Other Summer Conventions. Your Junior 
specialist has been attending a few of these, 
which have been very helpful in Junior sug- 
gestions. 

The Pennsylvania State Christian En- 
deavor Convention met in Philadelphia July 
6 to 10. Their program for Junior work 
included three Junior conferences for lead- 
ers; a Junior session for the children them- 
selves when there were conferences on vari- 
ous committee work conducted by the chil- 
dren; an address of welcome by one of the 
Juniors; a general conference; a model 
meeting; a box luncheon and games; and a 
parade to the main convention; there was 
an address before the convention on “Our 
Junior Brothers and Sisters,” an address to 
the Juniors; a story hour; and a Junior 
workers’ banquet. They plan to employ a 
State Junior Field Secretary. The leader 
who was in charge of the Junior work is 
National Superintendent of Children’s Work 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and she 
had a most excellent display of charts and 
devices for missionary instruction, memory 
work, Bible study, attendance, birthdays, 
ete. Your Junior Specialist could not help, 
but wish we could have just as large a pro- 
gram as this at EVERY one of OUR ptate 
conventions for the Juniors. 

She also attended an Epworth League In- 
stitute (Methodist), a Baptist Young Peo- 
ple’s Union Conference, and a Missionary 


(Continued on page 34) 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REV. ARTHUR T. MICHLER. 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


OctToBER 38, 1920. 
Various Local Activities in Which Future 
Laymen Can Engage. 


: By O. C. Rhode. 
Scripture Lesson—I Peter 4:7-11. 


Every boy and girl knows what they want 
to be when they grow up. If a boy intends to 
be an engineer, you can be sure that he will 
stand around and watch when a bridge or a big 
building is being built. 

Every boy and girl, except the boys who be- 
come pastors, will be laymen or laywomen when 
they grow up. 

If you will look around and watch a little, 
you will soon begin to see what are some of the 
things which laymen do. Then, knowing that 
you will some day be one, it will be a good 
idea, if you will try and train yourself in some 
of the work that has to be done. There are a 
lot of opportunities for this training. 


Some laymen teach Sunday school, some are 
superintendents, some are members of the 
Chureh Council, and some are just members 
of the Church. Some of the women are active 
in the Ladies’ Aid and Mission Society, and 
most of them are doing a lot of things for the 
Church. 


Have you ever been to a congregational 
meeting? Have you seen how hard it is for 
some of the men to get up and talk about the 
things that are brought up? Luther League 
work will give you a fine chance to train your- 
self, so you will be able to get up and talk. 


Have you ever -heard of an every member 
eanvass? If you have not, ask some ques- 
tions about it. Try and bring in new members 
.to Sunday school and League, and you will be 
getting the right training. 

Do you know that there are thousands of 
old folks who cannot get out of their homes, 
who would be pleased if you would come and 
read to them or talk to them? ‘Try it. 


What do you know about nature, about 
woodcraft? Get the rest of the boys interested, 
and then get someone to lead you along so you 
may learn about these things. 


Have you a Parish paper? How about get- 
ting a few of the boys together to distribute it? 

Have you a Sunday school orchestra? If 
not, and you can play an instrument, try and 
arrange for an orchestra. It will be lots of 
fun, and at the same time good training. 


If you will only keep your eyes open, you 
will soon see that there are many, many things 
which boys and girls ean do in connection with 
the work of the church. The great treuble is 
that most boys and girls are not looking for 
things to do, but very often are trying to keen 
from doing them. So often at any church affair 
it is possible to save the grown-ups a lot of 
unnecessary steps, if only we were watching for 
our opportunities. The best thing about it all 
is, that the more practise we get in seeing what 
there is to do, the more worth while we will be 
in the work of the Church, when we get to be 
called laymen. 

Many of the boys and girls think that there 
are no things which they are able to do. They 
are very badly mistaken. The Lord has pro- 
vided enough for everybody. All of the jobs 
are not big ones, but it is best to do the little 
jobs well first, and the big ones will come just 
as soon as we show that we can handle them. 


_ Ocroser 10, 1920. 
Delight in God’s House. 


By O. C. Rhode. 
Scripture Lesson—Psalm 84 :1-12. 


“TI was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the House of the Lord.’’ These words 
taken from another psalm certainly express 
what is meant by our lesson. 

When it is time to go into the House of the 
Lord, what are your feelings? Do you feel 
angry because mother or father has told you to 
go? Do you wish you were out playing in- 
stead ? 

We who teach Sunday school classes can 
usually find out whether a boy or girl has come 
in the right spirit, and whether they delight in 
God’s House or not. 

Just as sure as you come into His House in 
the wrong spirit you will show it. 

Suppose we just try and think seriously for 
a few moments as to just what God’s House 
means to us. 

First of all, we come to worship and to praise 
Him. Why? He sent Jesus into the world 
that we might be saved from sin, and He let 
Jesus die on the cross for us. Has any one 
ever done more for you? Surely not! Then 
should we not be thankful? 

We certainly do not want to give thanks for 
things done for us in any but a pleasant spirit. 

Most all boys and girls like to sing. Some 
will perhaps say that they cannot. These had 
better try reading the words of the hymns as 
they are sung, and try and get the real meaning 
of them. Try it. It will be worth while, and 
soon you will enjoy the singing. 

We all need a lot of things. 
to pray is in God’s House. We have many op- 
portunities. Let us make the most of them, 
but not only in asking, but also in thanking and 
praising. But whenever we pray, let it be with 
the whole heart, and with a spirit of joy be- 
cause we have a good Father to whom we can 
go in prayer. 

You surely remember the story about the 
boy Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem. He was 
delighted to be in His Father’s House. God is 
also your Father. 

If only our boys could get a little more of the 
right spirit of joy in them when they come into 
the Church, there would be more pastors, be- 
cause they would be so filled with this spirit 
of delight in God’s House that they would want, 
tae the boy Samuel, to stay there all their 
ives. 

If only our girls could get a little more of 
this spirit of delight in God’s House, there 
would be more deaconesses and more mission- 
aries. 

Oh, for the spirit to say—‘I had rather be 
a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 


OcToBER 17, 1920. 
Elijah, a Great Man of God. 
By O. C. Rhode. 

Scripture Lesson—I Kings 18 :16-40. 

True greatness is measured by faith. 

Being great consists in a large measure in 
doing big things which are out of the ordinary, 
things which the average man would not dare 
to attempt. 

Why does the average man not become great? 
Because when he sees-a great task before him, 
he looks it over, and has neither faith enough 
in himself or in his God to attempt it. Instead 
he thinks he would be taking a chance if he 
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attempted it, and so leaves it to a great man 
to perform the task. 

For the truly great man there are no chances. 
he knows and believes that with God’s aid 
added to his own powers he can perform what- 
ever it is necessary for him to do. 

The average man, when face to face with 
the problem put up to Elijah, would have been 
afraid to try what would have seemed to be 
rather a hopeless thing. Here were 450 false 
prophets who did not believe in the God of 
Elijah. They were 450 against 1. The aver- 
age man would have given up and said, “There 
are too many against me.” 

Elijah had absolute faith in God and was 
not afraid of the result if he called upon Him. 
Because of his faith he won. 

Most of us are average, and when we find so 
many people who do not believe in God, we 
very likely want to say, “Oh, there are too 
many against us.” 

Let us remember that in God’s Scriptures we 
find the great command, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” Let us remember that if we have faith 
in Him and in the command He gave, we are 
bound to succeed in bringing many into His 
Church. 

Just simply being great men and women in 
the eyes of the world does not mean very much. 
Being great in the work of God means very 
much more. We all of us ought to strive to 
train ourselves in the work of the Church, so 
that some day people will say of us, that we 
have been great in the work of our Lord and 
Master, and God will welcome us to His home 
up above the clouds. 


as 
October 24, 1920. 
Elisha, a Chosen Servant. 
By 0. CG. Rhode. 

Scripture Lesson—II Kings 2 :1-15. 

Elijah, the great man of God, had just ascend- 
ed to heaven in a chariot of fire. He had 
dropped his mantle. Elisha had some time he- 
fore been chosen by God and anointed by 
Elijah to become his successor as a_ vrophet. 
He was the only man present when Elijah as- 
cended into heaven. He took the mantle and 
put it on and became the prophet of Israel. 

God had chosen him, and he served. 

God has chosen every boy and girl and every 
man and woman who will believe in Him. He 
has told them all what to do when He said, 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations.”’ When 
He gave this command, He did not single out 
one man like He did in the case of Plisha, but 
He gave the command to all who would be- 
lieve in Him. 

To be chosen for a great work by God is 
ever so much more worth while than to be 
chosen for some work by man. Man’‘s_ work 
is only for a short period of time; God’s work 
goes on ‘forever. Man’s work gives only tem- 
porary thanks, and sometimes none; God’s 
work, well done, means living with God for 
the world to come. 

A few months ago at Chicago the Republi- 
cans of this country chose a man, and then a 
little later, at San Francisco, the Democrats 
chose a man. Next month the people of this 
country will choose one of these two men _ to 
become President of the United States. The 
man who is chosen will at the same time be a 
ruler in one sense of the word, but he will also 
be a servant of the people. 

The man who is chosen will have been put 
in his office because the people voted for him. 
If he serves the people well, he will be praised 
and well liked; if he does not, much that is un- 
pleasant will be said about him. 
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Iivery pastor is a man chosen by God for 
the work of the Church, A _ pastor is not 
elected by the people. He must first have the 
spirit, and receive the inspiration from God. 
He is chosen by God to be a servant of God’s 
church. 

Which would you rather be? Would you 
rather be chosen by a lot of people, or like 
Plisha, and every pastor, by God? 

Think about it awhile when you are con- 
sidering what you want to be when you grow 
up. a 
Ocroser 31, 1920. 

Luther's Ninety-five Theses (Reformation). 

By O. C. Rhode. 

Scripture Lesson—Mark 11 :20-26. 

Faith in God is the one thing which is neces- 
sary for salvation. 

Away back in the days of Jesus the people 
who became Christians believed this. The one 
sentence, “The Just shall live by Faith,” really 
covered all their religion. They believed that 
if they had faith they would be saved. 

As the years passed by, different men began 
to think about these things, and tried to add to 
this simple statement of religion. Of course 
every time man tries to interfere with the things 
of God, there is bound to be something wrong 
somewhere. 

These men, who were not always the best of 
men, but very often men who wanted to rule, 
and have a lot of power, these men made a lot 
of rules for the church, which would make 
them stronger and more powerful. Of course 
onee a thing of this kind gets started, each 
man, as time goes on, becomes a little worse. 
So about 1517 things were in a pretty bad 
state. 

The Pope at Rome had made_a lot of. laws 
for the Church. and many of them were not 
the right kind for a Chureh to have. 

Most of you know that Dr. Martin Luther 
was educated as a Roman Catholie priest, and 
so had to learn all about religion. He tried 
mighty hard to believe all these man made_ 
laws, which had been made from time to time. 
but one time, in looking through the true Word 
of God, the Bible, he found the words about 
Faith. That started him thinking. The more 
he thought, the surer he was that all these 
man made laws were wrong. As a result he 
investigated, and decided that only the things 
which could be proven by the Bible were the 
ones which should be kept in the Church. 

He wrote out a statement about all the things 
which were wrong in the Chureh. or rather 
about the most important ones. There were 
ninety-five of them. When he had them all 
written down, he tacked them up on the ehureh 
door at Wittenberg. In those days that meant 
that if anyone did not agree with what was 
written down, the writer would be glad to 
argue about it. 

As a result of these ninety-five theses, or 
statements, we have our Lutheran Church of 
today. More and more of the people began to 
see things as Luther saw them, and when they 
all came together on the matter we had the be- 
ginning of what now is the Lutheran Church. 


JUNIOR TOPICS 


OCTOBER 3. 
“Little Lutherans in the Old World.” ‘ 
(Missionary. ) 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


(These Missionary Topics for the first meet- 
ing of each month of the Junior Leagues have 
been arranged under the auspices of the litera- 
ture committee of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the United Lutheran Church, and the 
material suggested will be found in The Junior 
Leaders’ Graded Quarterly, 15 cents per copy, 
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and in the Junior textbook, “Called to the 
Colors,” price 29 cents, both of which can be 


crdered through this office.) 
PROGRAM. 

1. Opening Prayer. 

iD Topic—“Little. 
World.” 

3. Song—“Christ for the World We Sing.” 

4. Seripture Lesson—Luke 25 :45-53. 

5. Note carefully the 48th and the first clause 
of the 49th verses. ‘And ye are wit- 
nesses of these things. And behold I 
send the promise of my Father upon 
you.” We have been fortunate enough to 
be born of Christian parents and have 
heard the blessed story of Jesus and 
His love. In this lesson we are com- 
manded to tell the glad story to others. 
“Ye are witnesses,” and what a comfort- 
ing thought, if we witness of Him, we 
have the promise of the Father. He has 
said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” 

6. Separate into the grades for 
study. 

7. First Grade—Tell the Juniors about Rich- 
ard Spencer Blair’s eighth birthday. 
(See Junior Quarterly, First Grade.) 

8. Second Grade—“A Mission Band in Ger- 
many,’ translated by Mrs. Morehead. 
(See Junior Quarterly, Second Grade.) 
All recite the following lines— 

“If none were sick, and none were sad, 
What service would we render? 
I think if we were always glad, 
We scarcely could be tender.” 
9. Third Grade—Outlines and thoughts for 


Lutherans in the Old 


the lesson 


Third Grade in Junior Leaders’ Quar- 
terly. 

10. Song—‘We’re a Little Junior Band, 
Marching On, Marching On.”  (Reas- 


semble the Juniors while singing this 
song. ) 

11. Prayer—‘‘Dear Father in Heaven, we 
thank Thee that Thou hast given us a 
part in the carrying of the Gospel mes- 
sage to the ‘little Lutherans in the Old 
World.’ Help us to realize that they 
and we will be the future men and 


women. May we al! be Thine. We ask 
it all in Jesus’ name.” Amen. 
12. Have reports from the camp officers. 


(Business. ) 
13. Minutes of the last meeting read and ap- 


proved. Reports of Commiitces. New 
Business. 

14. Roll Call. Respond with the letter J— 
Matt. 7:1. ‘Judge not, that ye be not 
judged.” 


15. Closing Prayer. “God be merciful unto 
us and bless us and cause His face to 


shine upon us, that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health 
among all nations.” Amen. 


HINTS. 
Continue your camp work throughout the rest 
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of the year, as suggested in the August and 
September Missionary Topics. 

In the third grade we study the topic as to 
the physical, mental and moral needs of the 
children. As soldiers of the King, Christ Jesus, 
it is our duty to feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, heal the sick and preach the Gospel to 
the needy. We must show them that Chris- 
tians are not selfish, but ready and willing to 
help their fellowmen. The larger boys and 
girls should study carefully the lesson for the 
third grade as given in the Junior Quarterly. 
Miss Berg pictures the conditions in those war 
ravished countries, then our duty as neighbors, 


patriots and Christians. Next she tells what 
has been done to relieve their suffering, making 


clear the fact that the children of today be- 
come the fathers and mothers of tomorrow. 

An interesting chart could be prepared by 
collecting pictures of children from the various 
countries and having the name of each, so there 
is no mistake. Paste them on a large outline 
map of Europe as near the proper location as 
possible. 

This is a good time to have your “Ingather- 
ing Meeting,” and gather in new members. 
Rally your forces now for the winter’s work. 
Have each member invite a friend who is a 
prospective member. If you meet on a week- 
day, you might have light refreshments and a 
social time. , 

For invitations to the meeting, cut from 
green or bright yellow and orange colored paper 
autumn leaves and write the invitations on 
these. 


OcrToBER 10. 
What We See and Hear. 
By Miss Jane Truxal. 

Scripture Lesson—Luke 10 :10-18. 

After Jesus had been preaching and teaching 
for a couple of years He selected from among 
His followers or disciples seventy men, and 
sent them out all over the country, two by two, 
telling them to go into every city and country 
where He Himself would come later, and there 
they were to tell the people about the Lord’s 
coming, and while there they should heal the 
people of their sicknesses. He also told them 
that those people who would be willing to hear 
them would also be willing to hear the Saviour, 
but if they would not hear the disciples neither 
would they hear Him. 

The seventy disciples, therefore, went out as 
the Lord had commanded them, going from city 
to city and from town to town and from country 
to country, preaching Christ to the people, and 
healing all manner of diseases; and when they 
had finished they returned to Jesus with joy, 
saying, ‘Lord, even the devils are subject to us 
through Thy name.” Jesus told them that the 
power to cast out devils’ was given to them by 
Him, but they should not rejoice too much over 
this but rather rejoice because their names 
were written in heaven. 

The disciples rejoiced because they saw mani- 
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fested the power which Jesus had given them. 
The people had followed them, even as they did 
Jesus when He went about the country, and 
had brought to them their sick and those afflict- 
ed of the devil, and because Jesus had given 
them the power to heal the people, they listened 
to the disciples and to what they had to say, 
and so the disciples came back to Jesus greatly 
encouraged over their work. They saw that it 
was a good work, and they saw good results 
from that work. 

If we look about us, out over the world and 
the church, we, too, can see great things done 
for Christ by His followers. God is working 
great miracles today even as He did in the time 
of Christ and His disciples. We see in our 
Christian lands churches, schools, hospitals, 
homes for all kinds, for the orphans, the aged, 
the afflicted, and the wayward, rescue homes in 
our cities, where those who have fallen away 
from Christ have been taken in and given shel- 
ter and help to get on their feet again and come 
back to Christ. We see the work done by our 
missionaries here in our own land, bringing in 
those who never knew Christ and those who 
have forgotten Him, and the work done by our 
foreign missionaries, bringing the Gospel to 
those who never heard of Christ, and through 
the Gospel establishing churches, schools and 
homes in the foreign heathen lands; and so we 
teo, rejoice as did the seventy. But we must 
not rejoice too much for there is yet much to 
be done. Jesus said to the seventy: “The har- 
vest truly is great, but the laborers are few. 
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the Harvest 
that he would send forth laborers into His 
harvest.” 

So the harvest still is great. There are many, 
many in this land of ours, even in our own 
towns and in our own neighborhoods, who are 
not Christians. We see many wicked things 
and hear many sad stories as well as the good 
things that the church has done. There are 
many sick and sad and distressed in our land 
and in other lands, and they are calling for help. 
Are we hearing them? Are we seeing their 
distress as we ought? Are we praying the 
Lord to send forth laborers? Even Juniors, 
even boys and girls can pray to go to send forth 
laborers, and can pray God to send them forth 
as laborers by and by when they are grown. I 
am sure if you pray hard enough to God to send 
you out as a missionary, He will send you. If 
you pray hard enough, God will make a minis- 
ter of the Gospel out of some Junior boy, or a 
deaconess of* some Junior girl, for while we are 
praying for something we must be working for 
that something to come, and God will answer 
that kind of prayer. There is a very great need 
of pastors, teachers, missionaries, nurses, dea- 
conesses, and all sorts of Christian workers to- 
day, and if the Junior Leaguers will decide now 
to become workers in the vineyard as soon as 
they are old enough, that will increase the 
laborers mightily. I know of a young lady who 
is now preparing for the mission field, and 
when asked by her friends when she had de- 
cided to become a missionary, she replied: “‘Oh, 
I always knew I was going to be a missionary. 
Even when I was a little child I knew I was 
going to be a missionary.” And so she is now 
preparing to go to India. If the boys and girls 
decide now to be a missionary, a minister of 
the Gospel, or some other worker, they surely 
will be, and then they, too, like the seventy, 
can come to Jesus with rejoicing over what 
they have seen and heard. 

Ee 
OcToBER 17. 
The Lost Boy (Prodigal Son). 
By Miss Jane Trnuxal 
Scripture Lesson—Luke 15 :11-32. 
The Story—One day while Jesus was here on 
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earth a great many publicans and sinners gath- 
ered about Him to hear what He had to say, 
and the Pharisees and Scribes murmured about 
this. They did not like to see Jesus mingle» 
with these common low down people and eat 
with them, and so: they complained, but Jesus 
knew their thoughts. He knew what they were 
saying and thinking about Him, and so He 
began to tell them parables or stories to show 
that God, the Father, loves everybody. He 
loves the sinner who repents just as much as 
the person who always keeps the command- 
ments, or tries to. Jesus said there was more 
joy in Heaven over one sinner that repents 
than there is over ninety-nine just persons who 
did not need any repentance. Jesus said a 
certain man had two sons. After they were 
grown up the younger of them, like lots of boys 
today, felt that he would like to go out and see 
the world. He was tired staying at home on 
the farm, working hard from morning till night, 
and so he thought he would ask his father to 
give him at once his share of the father’s for- 
tune and he would go out -and make his own 
way in the world, and perhaps he would soon 
come home very rich, and, he was sure, very 
happy. Now his father had seen that his son 
was discontented, and he thought it was best 
for him to let him go as he wanted to do for 
he knew that he would not do any good at home 
any longer. So he divided his money and prop- 
erty and gave his younger son his share, and the 
boy at once packed up his clothing, bade his 
father good-bye and set out to make his fortune. 
Of course, as most boys do, he went to a far 
country. He wanted to get as far away from 
home as he could. I think he went to a big 
city, for the story tells us that he wasted his 
money in riotous living, and, of course, he could 
not spend much money in the country. He was 
attracted by the bright lights and the various 
places of amusement which were to be found in 
a big city even in that day, and instead of get- 
ting a good job and settling down to work and 
earning a living or making his fortune, he fre- 
quented all the places of amusement, and no 
doubt they were very wicked places, too; he 
went with bad company; he drank wine and no 
doubt he gambled; in fact he did everything 
that was wicked and foolish, and by and by he 
had forgotten all about his father and the other 
members of his family back home, and he had 
even forgotton God! He was lost. Just as 
soon as we forget about home and God we are 
lost, and we will stay lost until God finds us 
again and brings us back to Him. So this 
young man was lost. We do not know how 
long it took him to spend all his money, or how 
long it was until he had forgotten his father and 
neglected God, but by and by when he had lost 
everything, and the friends he had made in 
that city did not care anything about him after 
his money was all gone, a mighty famine arose 
in that land, and this boy began to be in want. 
It is not unusual for famines to come in those 
countries of which we read in the Bible, even 
in these days, and in those days they were fre- 
quent. Of course when the famine came, food 
soon became very scarce, and prices were very 
high for the little there was, and the boy in 
our story had spent and wasted all his money, 
and as no one would give him anything to eat 
he was afraid he would starve, so he thought | 
it was time for him to go to work, and he ac- 
cordingly hired himself to a man, a citizen of 
that country, who sent him out to the fields to 
feed swine, but even then he did not have any- 
thing to eat and he felt that he would have been 
glad to have eaten the husks that the swine ate. 
By and by he began to think about his condi-_ 
tion, and he thought of his home, his father, the 
hired servants at his father’s house, and how 
everyone there had plenty to eat, while he was 
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dying from hunger, and so he resolved to go 
home and ask his father to forgive him, and 
take him back, if only to be as one of the ser- 
vants, and he had no sooner decided to go than 
he started on his way, and his father seeing 
him coming afar off ran to meet him, and kissed 
him and forgave him and took him back into his 
place as a beloved son. The father said his boy 
had been lost but he was found again, and 
he showed his great joy over finding his son 
by making a great feast for him, and he put the 
best robe on him and a ring on his finger, and 
made him to feel that he was indeed found 
again, and that all his sins against his father 
were forgiven. 

That is the way God brings back His lost 
ones. When folks go away and forget about 
God, He sometimes sends want and hunger or 
some other trouble to them to make them begin 
to think, and then after they have thought and 
become sorry for their sins and have asked God 
to take them back and forgive them He does 
so, and all the angels in Heaven rejoice when 
such a one has been found and restored. 

God would teach us in this story, too, that 
we ought not to despise those who have fallen, 
but rather should help them to get’ up and be 
good again, because they, too, belong to God; 
He loves them, and He’ll bring them back and 
care for them just as tenderly as He does for 
those who never went away and wasted their 
lives in wickedness. 


sar Ss 
OcToBER 24, 
Our Beautiful Church Service (Chief Service). 
By Miss Jane Truxal. 


Scripture Readings—Matt. 18:20; Eph. 2:18; 
Heb. 10:22-25; I Cor. 14:40; Heb. 1:1-2. 


DraR JUNIORS—The Lutheran Church has 
the most beautiful service in the world, and we 
ought all to learn to love and appreciate it. It 
is founded on the service of the Christian 
church as it was used in the time of the Apos- 
tles, and that service of course was patterned 
after the Jewish service. The Jewish service 
was a responsive service, that is the priests 
and the people read or sang the service re- 
sponsively, as we do. We believe that God 
speaks to us in His Word, and that we can 
speak to God, through our prayers and our 
hymns of praise, and so when the pastor reads 
or recites the Word of God in the service it is 
the same as if God were speaking directly to 
us, and oh, how reverently we ought to listen 
while He speaks. Then how earnestly and rey- 
erently we ought to join in all the responses 
which are to be made by the congregation, for 
then we are speaking to God; we are praising 
Him with our lips and asking His help,- and 
we surely ought to be asking with our minds 
and hearts and not our lips only. 

The first part of our service should be a 
prayer. When we enter the Lord’s House we 
should come reverently and immediately on en- 
tering we should bow our heads and offer a 
short prayer to God, asking Him to help us to 
receive His gifts rightly and to worship Him 
in truth. Then after we have sung a hymn, 
which in most of our churches is a hymn of 
invocation to the Holy Ghost, that is a hymn 
asking that the Holy Ghost may come to us 
in that service, the pastor begins the service, 
saying, ‘In the Name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ ‘We begin our 
service in this way because God has revealed 
Himself as Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and 
it is by His authority that the minister preaches 
the Gospel and that the people assemble for 
worship, and the congregation answers “Amen” 
because they accept and believe the minister’s 
words. Following this the minister says to the 
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congregation, “Let us draw near with a true 
heart and confess our sins unto God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.” 
We believe that we can come near to God and 
that He will forgive us for Christ’s sake, and 
so, when the pastor says, “Our help is in the 
name of the Lord,’ we respond saying, “Who 
made heaven and earth.” We affirm that He 
is the creator of all things. After this Versicle 
comes the Confession, in which we confess to 
God that we have sinned in many ways and 
ask His forgiveness and grace, and then the 
pastor declares to us that God has had mercy 
upon us, and that for Christ’s sake He forgives 
and bestows His grace upon all who repent and 
believe in Him, and here our response ‘‘Amen”’ 
means that we believe that God has forgiven our 
sins. What more beautiful service could any 
worship ers have than this of our own Lutheran 
Church ! 

After this comes the ‘“Introit,’ which is a 
part of a psalm of praise, usually, which voices 
the theme of the day, and we follow that with 
the Gloria Patri, giving glory to the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, and following that, in the 
Kyrie, we sing the prayer for grace, “Lord, 
have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon 
us; Lord, have mercy upon us,’ and we pray 
this prayer three times, because we ask for 
grace from each, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
and then comes the beautiful “Gloria in Ex- 
celsis,” “Glory be to God on High, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men,” ete. The 
first part of this song was sung by the angels at 
the birth of Christ, and Luther says of it that 
it did not grow; nor was made on earth, but 
came down from heaven; and so surely we 
should love to sing this song. Our Church uses 
it because in it we praise and adore God, the 
Father, God, the Son, and God, the Holy Ghost, 
acknowledging Christ as our Lord, the Only be- 
gotten Son, the Lamb of God. After this comes 
the salutation, “The Lord be with you,’ and 
the response, “And with the Spirit,’ and then 
the prayers or Collects for the day, and in our 
Chureh this prayer varies to suit the festivals 
or seasons of the church year. Then follows 
the reading of the Word, first the Epistle Les- 
son and then the Gospel for the day; the Halle- 
lujah, or some appropriate sentence, being sung 
between the two lessons, and when the pastor 
announces the reading of the Gospel lessons we 
sing “Glory be to Thee, O Lord,” to show our 
joy over the prospect of hearing the Word of 
Christ Himself, and then after the Gospel has 
been read we sing, “Praise be to Thee, O 
Christ,” praising Him for the blessed news. 
We then recite the Apostles’ Creed, because it 
is necessary for us to state publicly our ac- 
ceptance of the truths of God’s Word, and the 
proper place in the service is just after the 
reading of that Word. After the hymns and 
the sermon, we have a benediction, called the 
Votum, ‘The Peace of God which passeth all 
understanding keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” This benediction as- 
sures all believers that we have that peace in 
Christ. The offering, the offertory, and the gen- 
eral prayer follows, and then if there be no 
Communion, after the singing of a hymn and 
the Doxology, our Service closes with the Bene- 
diction and Silent Prayer. The Benediction at 
the Chief Service is a most solemn part of the 
service, and we should be most reverent in our 
attitude, and not, as some folks do, be preparing 
to leave, getting our wraps, our books and 
papers, ete. It is the actual blessing of God 
upon His people, and surely we should receive 
that blessing reverently and piously. 

What a beautiful service we have, and how 
we should love it and cherish it. Let us be 
proud of our Lutheran Service! 
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OcTOBER 31. 
The Bible Is Free. 
By Jane Truxal. 
Scripture Lesson—I1I Tim. 2:8, 9. 


In our lesson for today Paul is writing to 
Timothy, exhorting him to be faithful in the 
preaching of the Gospel. Paul, you know, was 
that great Apostle to the Gentiles, who had been 
converted so miraculously, while he was on the 
way to Damascus to arrest the Christians, by 
being struck blind, and by hearing the voice 
of Jesus say to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecut- 
est thou me?’ Timothy, who was a young stu- 
dent under Paul, was placed in charge of some 
of the churches which Paul had established in 
Asia Minor, and now Paul is writing him a 
letter, telling him to be strong and brave, and 
to preach the Gospel, and to remember that, al- 
though Paul is suffering as much trouble as if 
he were an evil doer, even to becoming a pris- 
oner and bound in chains, the Gospel is free. 

The Bible is free today. It was not free in 
the time of Martin Luther. When Martin 
Luther was a young man, even after he was a 
professor in a big university, he had never even 
seen a complete copy of the Bible. It is true 
there were copies of the Bible, but they were 
kept under lock and key in the cloisters and 
monasteries, even were chained to the desk so 
that no one could carry them away and read 
them. The people were permitted to hear only 
so much of the Bible as the priests saw fit to 
read to them, and as very few could read and 
write for themselves they could not have read 
the Bible if they had been able to get it. But 
there were some that could read, and the priests 
did not want them to get the Bible and read for 
themselves. They wanted to keep them ignor- 
ant. They did not want them to read the Bible 
for they knew that if they were to read it for 
themselves they soon would not believe all the 
foolish superstitions they taught them. But 
one day Martin Luther was in the library of 
the great university where he taught and was 
looking high up in the book shelves for some- 
thing when he found a copy of the Bible, and 
he was so interested in it at once that he took 
it with him and read and studied it until he 
found that the Roman practices and religion 
were wrong; that they did not agree with the 
teachings of the Bible; that instead of being 
saved by good works and self punishment we are 
saved by faith, and so he began to teach that 
doctrine, and by and by others believed as he 
did, and they helped Luther to spread this doc- 
trine, and they had copies of the Bible printed 
in the language of the people and placed in the 
hands of the people so that they could read for 
themselves, and after awhile came what we call 
the Reformation, when Luther publicly, on the 
31st of October, 1517, renounced the teachings 
of the Romish Church, and refused to disown 
the books and articles he had written. Luther 
continued to teach and preach the doctrines 
contained in the Bible as long as he lived, and 
after his death his followers continued to be- 
lieve those doctrines, and so today we have the 
Protestant Churches and a free Bible for every- 
body. There are more copies of the Bible in 
the world than any other book, and the Bible 
is written in more languages than any other 
book in the world. There is no one so poor 
that he or she cannot afford a copy of the Bible, 
for it is printed even in the very cheap edi- 
tions, as well as more expensive editions, so 
that all can have a copy. What a blessed thing 
it is that we can own and read the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ for ourselves; and how glad we 
ought to be that it is free, so that all may learn 
by it of the love of Christ who died for us. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NOVA 
SCOTIA 


The fifth annual convention of the Provin- 
cial Luther League of Nova Scotia was held in 
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Middle Lahave, Rev. S. W. Hirtle, pastor, on 
Monday, May 24, 1920. 

Five pastors and twenty-four delegates repre- 
senting six local Leagues responded to the roll 
eall. 

Many important items of business were 
transacted, a few of which are: 1. All of the 
local Leagues were asked to inaugurate a cam- 
paign to place the LuTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
into the homes of our people. 2. A special 
committee of three was appointed with Pastor 
G. B. Pifer as chairman, to provide a suitable 
emblem for the League showing the largest ac- 
tive membership at the next convention. 38. A 
special committee of two was appointed with 
Pastor Hirtle as chairman, to investigate the 
matter of uniform Luther League topics for 
our Canadian Leagues. 4. The president of the 
Provincial League was instructed to visit all of 
the local Leagues once a year, his expenses 
to be defrayed from the general treasury. 5. 
The president was appointed chairman of a 
committee re the printing of our minutes and 
to distribute same to all of the local Leagues. 

An apportionment of $25 was made for the 
Waterloo Seminary. 

The officers were re-elected: President, Mr. 
J. HK. Hirtle, Bridgewater; vice-president, Rev. 
H. H. Wahl, Bridgewater; recording secretary, 
Miss Amy Himmelman, Rose Bay; statistical 
secretary, Miss Etta Smeltzes, Mahone Bay; 
treasurer, Mrs. Ella Murdock, Bridgewater. 


METHODS ‘AND HINTS. 
(Continued from page 28) 
Assembly of the Reformed Church, at each 
of which much practical help was given in 

the work with the children. 

Yes, the JUNIORS are coming! They 
are ready, yes, beg of us, to take hold of 
the work, with all of its fascinating mate- 
rial and details. Will you, Senior, be slower 
than they in doing the work of the King- 
dom? 

HINTS FOR THE OCTOBER TOPICS. 

October 3—“‘Little Lutherans in the Old 
World” (Missionary). See Topic. 

October 10—“What We See and Hear.” 
Have Children make lists of things they see 
and hear—urge them to see and hear the 
things of the Church. Tell them that 85 
per cent. of what we know we gain through 
the eye, urge them to see only good things, 
look only at good pictures. 

October 17—“The Lost Boy” (The Prodi- 
gal Son). Let the children dramatize this 
story. See that the children know the story 
thoroughly, then let three of them “act” it 
out. Many Bible stories can be thus treat- 
ed. Insist on a reverent interpretation. 

October 24—“Our Beautiful Service” 
(See “An Explanation of the Common 
Service”). 

October 31—“The Bible Is Free” (Refor- 
mation). A simple Reformation exercise 
will be given next month on this page in 
time to use at your Reformation meeting. 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Ohurch Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to, jbe 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Bach auextexy number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 
75 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter.. .75 

One copy 1 year........ 25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 
These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 


Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can be secured 
as noted below: 


The Course 
The Lutheran Manual, Remensnyder, $1.00; The Way of 
Salvation, Gerberding, $1.00; The Inner Mission, Ohl, $1.00; 
The Deaconess and Her Work, Mrs, Spaeth, 90 cents; Young 
Japan, Scherer, $1.50; Serving the Neighborhood, Felton, 75 
cents; Luther Primer, Steinhaueser, 75 cents. 


Junior Course 


Katharine von Bora (translation), Endlich, 90 cents; The 
Other Wise Man, Van Dyke, 50 cents; And Other Folks, Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, 40 cents; Oriental Social Life, Trumbull, 
$1.50; Lamplighters Across the Sea, Margaret Applegarth, 60 
cents; Mr. Friend 0’ Man, Jay T. Stocking, 60 cents. 


Luther League Pamphlets 


Machinery of the Local League—Harry Hodges...... 2 cents 
Training Our Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse. . - 5 cents 
The Intermediate League—Rey. A. T. Michler - 5 cents 
101 Ways to Interest Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse.. 1 cent 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The Hymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


60 cents 
20 cents 


Bound in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
‘* words only 
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846 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


By MENEELY 
BELLCO. 


‘TR oY, N N3 
~ 198 BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


BELLS 


THE PRIZE WINNER, 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
SoANos® 


_ Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and book of suggestion. 

CHARLES M. STIEFF, 


315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, MD. 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 
- Classical: Latin and Greek. 
Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Political Science. 
Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 
Commerce and Finanee. 
. Civil Engineering. 
Municipal Engineering. 
Mechanical Engineering. 
Electrical Engineering. 
The only Tainan College offering any of the last five courses. 


GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-te- 
date building. Annual total cost to student $280 to $328. 

The course in Military Science and Taeties is optiona) end 
open free of charge to students of both the College and the 
Academy. 

Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 

President WILLIAM A. GRANVILLE, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 


It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 


The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and construction. 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 
Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with all 
modern conveniences. 
The Academy—four years’ 


The College of Liberal 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. B. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer _ terms, 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation. 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog. Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
OR 
Registrar 


preparatory course. 
Arts—leading to 


W. T. HORTON Selinsgrove, Penn 


86 - 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Does Every Member of Your League 
Show His Colors? If not, why not? 


We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


Ciasp Pin, Stick Pin, or Button, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


Gilt: .Joigeins sneaks ere eee $ .35 

Rolled: Plates... seats ee eee .60 

Solid. .Galdiicss.. sata chee ee 1.10 
CoaT-CHAINS, with emblem on 

Rolled GoldSPlatess.0-,.; «cyte $1.00 

10-karat\Rolled Plate. :.. «. ..3e8 2.50 


WatcH Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of 
Rolled aol) late. «<5. .4a vie $1.00 
10-karaf@dolied Plate. ii... 2.50 
SicNET Rinc, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
colors’: ... CHgeeaee asso ose ee $6.00 


Maltese Cross 


Watcu CxHarms, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
colors. ..:-Jg.Siegee a - sace nn $6.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


S. E. COR. 9TH AND SANSOM STREETS 


PHILADELPHIA 
159 N. State St., Chicago 212 Ninth St., Pittsburgh 
Columbia, S. C. 437 Fifth Ave., New York 
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REFORMATION 


WITTENBERG SHOWING LUTHER STATUE AND CASTLE CHURCH 


Luther League of Americs 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., October 80 and 31, 
1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 


OFFICERS 


Presid2nt, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 
Chieago, II’. 

First Vice-President, O. C. RonpgE, 1422 Birchell Rd., 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. Rapps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, HARRY HOopGEs, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Litera‘ure Secretary, 


35 S. Dearborn St., 


427 Drexel B-dg., 


Harry Hopcrs, 427 Drexel 


Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Executive Committee 
Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 


Secretary, Literature Secretary, Treasurer, 
and the following members: 
Hon. E.. F. Erert (Chairman), 318 W. 89th St., 
New York City, N. Y. 


I. S. Runyon, 502 W. 136th St., New York\ City, 
Ne XY. 

Rev. G. F. Gener, D. D., 521 N. High St., Bethlehem, 
Pa. 

Rev. M. J. Breper, D. D., 1316 W. 25% St., Minneap- 


olis, Minn. / 
@: C..C.. Ferra) 611 K. of P. Bldg:, 
Rev. LutHer M. Kuuns, Litt. D., 
nedy Bldg., Omaha, Neb. 
Rev. H. C. Ropuner. D. D., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
WILLIAM C. STOEVER, Esa., 
delphia, Pa. 
r= All communications shou'd be addressed to the 
G-neral Seeretary, Harry Hodges, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philade phia, Pa. 
Literature Committee 
Harry Hopcrs, Chairman. 
Hon. E. F. Ertert, New York City. 
I S. Runyon, New York City. 
Rey. J. S. ALBERT, Oshkosh, Wis. 
ev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. R. S. SEASE, Newark, N. J. 
Rev. H. C. RopHNeER, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER, Chairman (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 
Raymonp Lutz, Akron, Ohio. 
A. ELrers, Detroit, Mich. 
Intermediate Committee 
Rev. C. Truret, Chairman, Middletown, Md. 
Rev. A. T. MIcHLER. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
O. C. RoupE. Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss Zor I. Hirt, Erie, Pa. 
Junior Committes 
Cuas. W. Fuur, 333 S. Lang Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Chairman. 
Miss BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE, 427 Drexel Bldg., Phila- 
de’phia, Pa. 
Miss LAURA WapbeE Rick, Baltimore, Md. 
Miss DoroTHEA BANG, Emporia, Kan. 
STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
458 Saunders-Ken- 


418 College Ave., N. E., 


727 Walnut St., Phila- 


Eee H. D. SuHimer, 1421 State St., Schenec- 
tady. 
Sec., Marie HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., Brooklyn. 


ikea CLARENCE C. Dittmer, 286 Park Place, Brook- 
yn. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., F. C: Lreupotp, 5525 Hazel Ave., Philadelphia. 
Sec., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. BEAveR, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY— 


Pres.. Dr. . P. STSINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219. Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. | 

Feats GHACE EK. FiscHer, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
eth. { 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 


President, KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Car- 
thage, IIl. 

Secretary, ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., 
Chicago. 

Treasurer, CHARLES IVERSON, 3721 Montrose Ave., 
Chicago. z 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— 

Pres., E. R. KoCHHBEISER, 214 Lexington Ave., 
field. 

Sec., GRAcE Kruse, 925 W. North St., Lima. 

Treas., RayMoND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., Akron. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WTSCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. J. S. ALBERT, 117 Frederick Ave., Osh- 
kosh. 

Sec., MARGARET HENNECKE, Milwaukee. 

Treas., STANLEY RINDFLEISCH, Milwaukee. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., ARTHUR A. Davis, 111 W. 22nd St., 
apolis. 

Sec., Louise Nees, 1002 St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 

Treas., W. F. Renz, 3416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 


Mans- 


Indian- 


Pres., PEARL J. ANDERSON, 544 S. 9th St., Cedar 
Rapids. 

Sec., EARL HANSEN, 226 Oak St., Cinton. Ms 

Treas., MiILpReD TayLor, 1190 E. Court St., Iowa 
City. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 
Pres., HENRY STPELLNHR, Aberdeen. 

Sec., MAGDALENE NELSON, Aberdeen. 

Treas., R. B. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. CarL H. BartscH, 3111 29th Ave., Min- 
neapolis. 

Sec., Miss Cora CLEMENT, Albert Lea. 

Treas., Mr. WALTER REINFELD, Duluth. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— 

Pres., FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 16 Howe St., 
den. 

Sec., Miss Crete KLeIn, 76 Harriet St., Bridgeport. 

Treas., WILLIAM ReISscH, Plantsville. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 

Pres., C. R. Stuper, Pullman, Wash. 


Meri- 


Sec., MARTHA WALLAND, 1928 S. L. St.. Tacoma, 
Wash. 

Treas., C. E. JAnceR, Chehalis, Wash. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DEFREESE, Hooper. 

Sec., BERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada. 

Treas., EDNA SNELL, 6303 Binney St., Omaha. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

President, EpGArR W. HoLpren, Greenleaf, Kan. 

Secretary, ERNA ACKELBIEN, 912 Union St., 
poria, Kan. 

Treasurer, WALTER LANTZ, Chapman, Kan. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Acting Pres., Mr. O. JOHNSON, 11 West Fort St., 
Detroit. 

Sece., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Philadelphia St., E. Detroit. 

Treas., A. ELrers, 188 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Pres., Gro. W. NELSON, Lutheran Seminary, Colum- 
bia, S. C. 

Seec., Hich RHYNE, Lenoir College, Hickory, N. C. 

Treas., BERTHA CLINE, Statesville, N. C. 


District Leagues in States Not Organized 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Le LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 L St., N. W. 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 3262 N St., N. W. 
Treas., Miss Rose BRIGHT, 1505 Decatur St., N. W. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 

Eres Cuas. L. TRABERT, 2736 Elmwood Ave., Berke- 
ey. 

Sec., DorotHy ROEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 

Treas., Myron Hestorrr, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 
Pres., CARL M. DisTLER, Esq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 
Sec., Marte E. Bercer, 21 E. Barney St. 
Treas., HELEN STEHMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave. : 


Bure rena OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTI 

Pres., Mr. Jesse E. Hirtie, Bridgewater. 

Sec., Miss Amy HIMMELMAN, Rose Bay, Lunenberg. 
Treas., Mrs. ELLA Murpock, Bridgewater. ~ 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— 

Pres., JOHN Metzcer, Martin’s Ferry, Ohio. 

See., Miss EstertA SHEpP, Bridgeport, Ohio. 

Treas., Miss MARIAN SEYLER, Marietta, Ohio. 
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Sayings of Luther 


1. “Our work is to speak. God will act. 
Let us preach. The rest belongs to Him. 
If I employ force, what do I gain? Changes 
in demeanor, outward shows, grimaces, 
shams, hypocrisies. But what becomes of 
the sincerity of the heart, of faith, of Chris- 
tian love? All is wanting where these are 
lacking; and for the rest I would not give 
the stalk of a pear. What we want is the 
heart, and to win that we must preach the 
Gospel. Then the Word will drop today 
into one heart, tomorrow into another, and 
so will work that each will forsake the 
Mass. God effects more than you and I 
and the whole world combined could at- 
tempt. He secures the heart; and when 
that is won all is won.” 

2. “A man who could make one rose 
like this would be accounted most wonder- 
ful; yet God scatters countless such flowers 
around us. His gifts are so infinite that 
we do not see them.” 

3. “That little bird (which had gone to 
its perch for the night) has chosen his 
shelter; above it are stars and the deep 
heaven of worlds; yet he is rocking him- 
self to sleep without caring for tomorrow’s 
lodging, calmly} clinging to his little twig, 
and leaving God to think for him.” 

4, “The heart of man is like a millstone 
in a mill; when you put wheat under it, 
it turns, and grinds and crushes the wheat 
into flour; if you put no wheat, it still 
grinds. on but it grinds itself and wears 
itself away. So is the human heart; unless 
it be busied with some employment it leaves 
space for the devil, who wriggles himself 
in, and brings with him a whole host of evil 
thoughts, temptations, tribulations, which 
grind away the heart.” 


5. “God has touched me sorely. I have 


been impatient; but God knows better than 


I do whereto it serves. Our Lord God is 
like a printer who sets the letters back- 
ward, so that here we cannot read them. 
When we are printed off in the world to 
come, we shall read all clearly and 
straightforward.” 


gt 


6. “The devil much prefers blockheads 
and drones.” 


7. “A Christian man is the most free 
lord of all, and subject to none; a Chris- 
tian man is the most dutiful servant of 
all, and subject to every one.” 

8. “To preach Christ is to feed the soul, 
to justify it, to set it free, to save it, if 
it believes the preaching; for faith alone 
and the efficacious use of the Word of God 
bring salvation.” 


9. “I do not hold with those who give 
themselves to one language, and despise all 
others. For I should like to bring up such 
people as can be of use to Christ in for- 
eign lands.” 

10. “We can do without mayors, princes 
and noblemen, but not without schools; for 
these must rule the world.” 


11. Speaking of war, Luther said: ‘Be 
careful and act wisely. What doth it profit 
you that you condemn yourselves forever 
with your own accord, and in addition to 
this leave posterity a desolate, upset and 
bloodstained country, when you can settle 
the matter in due time through repentance 
toward God and friendly agreement, or 
through voluntary toleration before men? 
With stubbornness and strife you accom- 
plish nothing.” 

-&— 

Have you noticed how apt some people 
are to waste their time, just sit and rock? 
On the other hand, how much others ac- 
complish? Which is most desirable, to look 
back and feel that one has been of use and 
accomplished considerable, or the reverse? 

Do the little duties faithfully and you 
will grow in skill and ability, and be able 
for greater. No duties are too small or un- 
important. : 

There are many who become discour- 
aged because they are kept all their lives 
at small tasks. Men praise grand and 
heroic deeds, but little notice is taken of 
common heroisms of daily duty. 

True faithfulness regards nothing as 
small and unimportant. 


“The Death of Luther” 


HE great Luther was now (1545) 

rapidly nearing the close of life. 

He had completed his last literary 
work, his Commentary on Genesis, which 
had cost him ten years of diligent labor. 
The last words he wrote, as he finished the 
Commentary, were: “I am weak, and can 
do no more. Pray God that He may grant 
me a peaceful, happy death!” 

Having business at Mansfield, he left 
Wittenberg in January, 1546, accompanied 
by his three sons. He reached Hisleben in 
feeble health. Soon, however, partially re- 
covering, he seems to have prosecuted his 
business with more diligence than success. 

In his impatience, he addressed his wife 
in the pleasant humor following: 

“To the profoundly learned lady, Cath- 
erine Luther, my gracious housewife at 
Wittenberg: 

“Dear Katy, we continue here in a state 
of vexation, and wish ourselves away. But 
that cannot be, I think, within a week. 
You may tell Melanchthon to correct his 
Postil, for he did not understand why the 
Lord called riches thorns. This is a school 
for learning to understand that. 

“Your sons are at Mansfield. We have 
enough to eat and to drink, and should 
have good times, were it not for these 
disagreeable transactions.” 

It was at EHisleben, and only three days 
before his death, that Luther preached his 
last sermon. His text was Matt. xi, 25-30; 
and he soon closed by saying: 

“This, and much more, may be said from 
the passage; but I am too weak, and here 
we will stop.” 

This was on Sunday. On the Wednesday 
following he alternately reclined upon his 
couch and walked his room, breathing out 
prayers to God. 

At dinner he remarked: “If I could 
only reconcile the rulers of my native place 
with one another, and then, with God’s 
permission, make the journey, I would go 
home and lay myself down to sleep in my 
grave, and let the worms destroy my body.” 

Between dinner and supper he com- 
plained of distressing pressure and pain in 
the breast. This returned after supper; 
but being rubbed with warm cloths, with 
the help of some favorite medicine, he slept 
till ten o’clock in the evening. Then rising 
and attempting to walk, he was obliged to 
return immediately to his bed, where he 
slept till one. 

He now awoke extremely ill, and said to 
Justus Jonas, who was at his side: “Oh, 
my dear Jonas! I think I shall die here 
at Hisleben, where I was born and bap- 
tized.” 

A profuse sweat which was upon him 


having the effect to encourage his friends, 
“It is a cold death-sweat,” he said; “I must 
yield up my spirit, for my malady increas- 
eth.” 

He then prayed fervently, and commend- 
ed his soul confidently to God. After tak- 
ing a little medicine and assuring his 
friends that he should die, he repeated 
three times quickly the words: ‘Father, 
into Thy hands I commend my spirit! 
Thou has redeemed me Thou faithful 
God!” 

“Venerable father!” said one of his at- 
tendants, “do you die, trusting in Christ, 
and in the doctrine which you have 
preached?” 

“Yes”? was his distinct reply; and this 
was his last utterance. He soon sank 
away, and with folded hands and a gentle 
sigh, he fell quietly asleep, February 18, 
1546, at the age of sixty-two years. 

On the following day two funeral ser- 
mons were preached at Hisleben, before an 
immense audience. 

The same day, at noon, the corpse left 
the city, accompanied by the Counts of 
Mansfeld, and fifty-five horsemen, for 
Wittenberg. 

Approaching Halle, “the clergy, civil au- 
thorities, citizens, schools, matrons, virgins 
and children, in great multitudes, came out 
in mourning, and singing funeral hymns, 
to meet the procession.” 

As they came to Wittenberg, they were 
met by the widow and sons of the deceased, 
together with a great multitude from the - 
university and town. Proceeding to the 
church, a funeral sermon was preached by 
Bugenhagen. After which the vast assem- 
bly was addressed, as was meet, by Me- 
lanchthon, and then the remains were de- 
posited in their final resting place, there 
to await the resurrection of the just. 

Here we close abruptly our imperfect 
view of the great Luther. He was, indeed, 
one of the great men of history. He was 
not perfect: some decided faults pertained 
to his character. With all his freedom he 
was not guiltless of the stain of bigotry; 
and with all the grace vouchsafed to him he 
was not always gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated. Yet was he, with whatever fail- 
ings he may have possessed, a greatly dis- 
tinguished moral hero, a learned and 
mighty champion for the truth, and one of 
the most eminent benefactors of his race 
that has adorned the annals of time. 


HERE’S A SOLEMN THOUGHT! 

If you see an editor who pleases every- 
body, there will be a glass plate over his 
face and he will not be standing up.—Hw- 
change. , 


The Retrospect of 


BY REV. LUTHER 

HE pleasing duty of telling of the past of the 

Luther League of America, its aims and its 

deeds, does not call for the seer who forsees 
and. predicts events, but for the historian who col- 
lects and relates facts in which men have acted. 
This duty has been assigned me, with the accom- 
panying suggestion that my time is limited—twenty- 
five minutes in which to chronicle the doings of 
twenty-five years. The situation is like that of the 
pastor who was sent for in great haste by a man 
who was very ill, and thought his end was approach- 
ing. When the minister arrived he said to him: “I 
have been a great sinner, I am pretty sick, and I am 
afraid my time is short, and I want you to pray 
with me. You must be brief but fervent.” A great 
deal must be omitted, considerable of interest must 
be condensed,, and only strikingly outstanding things 
can be projected as a mental image of the quarter 
of a century of Luther League achievement. 

The philosophy of the history of the Luther League 
is tersely given in these lines: 

“Large streams from little fountains flow, 
Tall oaks from little acorns grow.” 

The Master’s parable of the grain of mustard seed 
“whielt is less than all seeds,’’ but when it is 
grown, “‘becometh greater than all the herbs, and 
putteth out great branches; so that the birds of the 
heaven can lodge under the shadow thereof,” very 
appropriately describes the work and the influence 
of the Luther League in its sphere within the Church. 
Without reference to it, and its attainments, and 
its fair share in the phenomenal growth of the di- 
nomination in the past two and a half decades, the 
history of the Lutheran Church cannot be written. 

There is a reason for the existence of the Luther 
League. Necessity that is stronger than human 
nature, stronger by far than art, that imposes law, 
and that sooner or later compels the strong to need 
the help of the weak is a reason for the organiza- 
tion of the Luther League. The necessity to utilize 
the energy and awaken the latent talent of the 
Church’s young people; to organize and direct their 
activity; to cherish their spirit of devotion and 
foster their loyalty to the Church of their fathers; 
to teach them to know their Church and appreciate 
her history, doctrines and usages; to stop the leak- 
age—proselyting—from the Church; and to wisely 
provide a trained, qualified and equipped laity for 
the future—this was the unavoidable and impelling 
necessity for the birth of the Luther League. 

A concise summary of the Luther League’s origin 
should be illuminating as a reminiscent retrospect. 
In April, 1887, members of the Junger Maenner 
Verein of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church of New 
York City appointed a committee to negotiate the 
formation of an organization by which the various 
Lutheran Young People’s Societies of that city could 
be brought together and work harmoniously for the 
progress and extension of the Lutheran Church. 
After many months of preparatory effort, in Febru- 
ary, 1888, a meeting was held in St. John’s Church, 
and as a result, a District Association was effected 
April 19, 1888, by delegates from six societies, name- 
ly, St. Peter’s, St. John’s, St. Luke’s, St. James, 
Epiphany, and St. Mark’s Churches. 

Subsequently State Leagues were organized; New 
York at Utica, May 30, 1894; Illinois at Chicago, 
June 4-5, 1894; Pennsylvania at Harrisburg, June 


- 25, 1894, and Kansas at Atchison, October, 1894, and 


a call was issued by these State Leagues to all 
Young People’s Societies, regardless of name,~ with- 
in our Churches, to send delegates to a national con- 
vention of Lutheran young people to be held in Pitts- 
burgh, Penn., October 30-31, 1895. 

The national organization was accomplished on 
October 30-31, 1895, in the First Lutheran Church, 
Pittsburgh. The Lutheran Church in America wit- 
nessed a unique event in her varied history. Be- 
yond all question it was a wonderful gathering— 
four hundred delegates from twenty different states, 
“representing as many different societies—unique be- 
cause so many and diverse shades of Lutherans were 
met together in perfect harmony upon a common 
level united in interest for the common good of their 
Church in general. The delegates were strangers to 
each other, but with identical motives, any good point 
presented was quickly recognized with spontaneity 
and intelligence. A most impressive incident of 
that conyention occurred when Rey. Dr. Moldehnke, 


the Luther League 


M. KUHNS, 


president of the old General Council, standing in the 
middle aisle of the Church, before proceeding further 
with the convention demanded to know how it stood 
in its acceptance of the Augsburg Confession. The 
chairman, Mr. E. F. Eilert, requested the convention 
to answer the question by all who accepted it rising 
to their feet. The entire convention arose, giving un- 
qualified expression to their adherence to the Augus- 
tana. Dr. Moldehnke expressed his pleasure at the 
conservative character of the convention, and com- 
mended it for its honest allegiance exemplifying the 
difference between Lutherans in name and Lutherans 
in truth. 

This convention elected the following officers: 
President, E,. F. Hilert; Secretary, William C. Stoever, 
Esq.; Treasurer, Cornelius Eckhardt; General Sec- 
retary, Leander Trautman, and the following Execu- 
tive Committee: S. G. Weiskotten, F. T. Huber, H. 
F. Sheal, George M. Jones, J. F. Trexler, W. 
Frick, M. C. Olson, G. K. Stark, Luther M. Kuhns 
and S. W. Kuhns. 

The work of the Luther League has been con- 
structive. Like some cathedral whose beauty and 
symmetry is admired by hundreds and thousands of 
visitors, in its erection stress was laid upon the 
need for a good foundation. This was important. 
Upon it the massive edifice was to rest. The whole 
character of the building from floor to dome was 
dependent upon the strength and the stability of 
the foundation, which was to carry the weight of 
the superstructure. In establishing a society, the be- 
ginning is the foundation. The spirit obtaining then 
should be inherent in its development and, if this has 
merit and intrinsic worth, conserved. Like the build- 
ing of the cathedral the League followed a definite 
plan. The call for the first convention of the Luther 
League, ‘‘urges the attendance of members of 
Lutheran societies of whatever name, and however 
synodically. related, who would sustain the endeavor 
ot a national Luther League, to quicken, by 
churchly methods, especially among our youth, a 
clearer consciousness of Christian faith, and _ to 
promote among them a practical Christian life.’ In 
this spirit of the call, the Luther League of America 
was established upon “‘the Word of God as the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice, and the unal- 
tered Augsburg Confession as the correct exponent 
of that Word.” As an organization it focused the 
facts and forces of a great movement around the two 
permanent cardinal principles of federation and co- 
operation, and with this bond of union—God’s Word 
and the Augustana—‘‘any society of whatever name 
connected with a Lutheran congregation or a Luther- 
an institution of learning,’’ was welcomed into mem- 
bership. For twenty-five years, without any varia- 
tion or deviation, its members have successfully 
“prayed and worked,’ not as an inter-synodical so- 
ciety but as a strictly non-synodical society—a spir- 
itual foree for the advancement of religion and the 
extension of God’s kingdom. 

A thought must be given to the League’s work in 
Christian nurture. More than any other agency it 
has brought the local Church closer to its young 
people, thus conserving a latent force to the Church 
potential in power as the mighty energies of Niag- 
ara. In stimulating increased Christian activity and 
with a vision of the future it inaugurated, as sub- 
sidiary to the Senior League, work among Juniors 
and Intermediates, and it has dealt satisfactorily with 
the boy problem. In the Senior League the work 
done has beéy for the Church similar to that of vo- 
eational and ‘industrial schools. 

It has taught synodical bodies how to do young 
people’s work. In this work it has been a pioneer, 
and the various synodical societies of the Church 
today can trace their genesis to the Luther League. 
In some form its Topics are used by all the Lutheran 
bodies of young people, or are the basis upon which 
they have built. This is true of the entire work for 
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our young people. 

The League’s educational program has been a 
mighty factor. Through its reading courses, its 
Topies, and the Rrvinw. the League has imparted 
more historical and missionary information con- 
cerning our Chureh than has any other agency, and 


it has had a large educational value in acquainting 
the youth of our Church with the history of the 
faith and practice of the Church. It has spread a 
knowledge of our rich heritage of men, literature, 
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music and art among thens, and informed them of 
our institutions, works of merey, and home, for- 
eign and inner missions in which our Church has 
been conspicuously eminent. Lutheran — historical 
forms of expressing gospel truth in song, sermon 
and prayer; in architecture, decorations and fur- 
nishings of the house of worship have been studied 
and impressed. It has given the Church a trained 
class of young people, and as a consequence it has 
created a laity of power and influence. It has thus 
met the spirit of the day, asking greater advance- 
ment in Christian learning and in service, knowing 
“Small service is true service.’ 

The League is loyal to Gospel truth first, last, and 
always. A higher type of piety has been cultivated. 
The League has taught its members to read the Bible, 
to become better acquainted with it, and it has 
sought generally to promote among them systematic 
study of the Scriptures. Unfaltering allegiance to 
the Word of God in service, in sermon and in life, 
everywhere and above everything has produced a 
generation of consecrated, conscientious, whole- 
hearted Christians in the Church, who have apos- 
tolic confidence in Jesus Christ as their leader. 

As a spiritual force the League has been exceed- 
ingly influential in inducing young men to enter the 
ministry and young women to enter the deaconess 
calling. For both these ministries large numbers of 
recruits have come from our Young People’s So- 
cieties. Thus in training and caring for our youth, 
the League in many ways has practically provided 
for the Church’s future strength and growth. It has 
not hidden its light under a bushel, but instead it has 
been a lighted candle of the Lord. 

An ideal, out of the rough stones of the quarry, 
has reared a cathedral expressing the faith and 
emotions of thousands of worshippers; out of a 
block of marble rescued from the rubbish heap, it 
has carved an angel, making beholders dissatisfied 
with the endless doubt and unrest of earth, while 
wondering and adoring the certainty above; and 
it has laid the colors of the rainbow upon the can- 
vas to translate into communicating beauty, scenes 
exciting admiration in and sympathy with the or- 
dinary incidents and common things of life. .Back of 
the Luther League movement there has been an ideal 
highly esteemed by those who have best understood 
its aims and who have best appreciated its longings. 

The League emphasized loyalty. One of its objects 
has been the fostering of the spirit of loyalty to the 
Church, and one of its greatest services to the 
Church has been the stress it constantly laid upon 
fidelity to the confirmation vow. The young people 
have been made conscious that ours is an_ historic 
and American. Church, and that the Lutheran 
Church has an honorable record in establishing the 
government of the Stars and Stripes. Lutheran con- 
sciousness has been fostered in the mind and hearts 
of Leaguers, and never in its history has there been 
any departure by the League from adherence to 
the Church’s standards of faith. Considering itself 
an auxiliary of the Church, the League, even though 
under no synodical jurisdiction, has been always 
subject to the direction and control of the Church. 
It has minded its own business; has never meddled 
in Church polities; has been ready to do its duty as 
it presented itself; and has kept near the Church, 
recognizing and exalting the true basis of unity in 
agreement upon the essentials of faith that always 
marked our history. Thus it has developed some- 
thing of an ecumenical consciousness which to some 
extent displaced a merely parochial attitude, and 
for provincialism has substituted the lustre of a 
universal Church with a world-wide mission. 

When the full history of the contributing causes 
“which made possible the merging of the General 
Synod, General Council, and the United Synod South 
into the United Lutheran Church in America is 
written, an enviable and honorable place must be 
given to the Luther League. It has been a unifying, 
harmonizing influence setting forth with irenic spirit 
the many and great points of agreement in the 
Church, in distinction to the notes of discord in the 
often over magnified points of difference, divergence 
and disagreement—a discovery of remarkable agree- 
ment in the fundamental doctrines of the Church. It 
has prepared the way for organic union by putting 
confidence into the heart of the Chureh and strik- 
ing the note of the diapason of harmony for the 
union of different Lutheran Synods. Its unifying 
influence has been a practical demonstration of how 
various synodical divisions could unite in Christian 
work. ‘ 

Representatives and leaders of many types of 
Lutheranism have been first brought together in 
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fellowship upon its convention floor and upon its 
platforms. It has acquainted Lutherans with each 
other. Its constitution, overleaping the barriers sep- 
arating great Lutheran bodies, has acknowledged all 
who sincerely professed generic Lutheranism. Dif- 
ferent synods found they were not the only people 
on the mountain; others beside themselves were on 
the summit. 

The conservative character of its leaders; the 
churchly themes; the conservative papers and ad- 
dresses of its conventions; the conservative charac- 
ter of its topics and the official organ, THE Review, 
and its genuine, popular Lutheran literature helped 
to a larger understanding ef the position of our 
Church. 

In its conventions, whether National, State or 
District, the young people of the Church irrespec- 
tive of synods have been gathered into one federal 
union; young and old; ministers and laymen have 
been brought together in its assemblies. By its ex- 
ample of real federation and practical co-operation 
in the unity of the faith, and by a quarter of a cen- 
tury’s training of laymen accustomed to work to- 
gether in the League, it has helped to make possi- 
ble the United Lutheran Church. 

The Luther League idea is a positive contribution 
of the Lutheran Church in America to the Lutheran 
Church in the world. It is a spiritual, missionary 
and educational force enlisting the energies of the 
youth of the Church. It is strongly denominational 
in methods, spirit and aim. It is ardently devoted 
to the support, establishment and extension of the 
Lutheran Church. It desires to see the Lutheran 
Church achieve the leadership in education which 
her prestige abroad, and her scholarship at home, 
entitle her to enjoy. The missionary obligation has 
not been forgotten. Through its General Secretary 
in 1908 the League idea has been carried into the 
foreign fields, the work already commenced by our 
missionaries, strengthened, and new organizations 
established in Japan, China, and India. Support in 
the past has been given chiefly to missions in the 
home field, but a large and growing interest in for- 
eign and inner missions is manifest. In addition to 
this in the extension of League work on our own 
continent, Porto Rico and our vigorous neighbors on 
the north, Canada and Nova Scotia, have joined their 
voices with ours in singing the Rally Hymn: 

“All hail, our royal colors, 

For kingly lives unfold, 

Beneath our Luther Ensign, 
Black, red, white, blue and gold.” 

The inspiration of the world-wide outlook, as well 
as the spirit of sacrifice and service to the ends of 
the earth among those for whom Christ died, will be 
more and more characteristic of this vigorous, loyal, 
active and churehly organization. 

As Americans we know that “united we stand, 
divided we fall.” Strands, however strong, are 
stronger entwined m a cable; colors, however bril- 
liant, are fairer in a rainbow, and notes of music, 
however true, are sweeter in a chord, and so a 
Church, however great and historic, is lovelier, 
mightier, and more Christlike bound by the tie of 
unity of faith. 

“One music, only vaster.” 

Today we are looking to the future. The League 
is to live in the future. Past experiences can help 
to determine the future as they are used to make the 
future one of service and sacrifice for the Church 
its great achievemetn. A vision of that future rises 
before me. I can only judge it by remembering that 
the sunlight falling on the richly stained glass of 
an old cathedral window is found on the inside to 
take the tint of the colored pane through which it 
passes, and the League’s noble past will make a 
larger, grander, more glorious future for the youth 
of our common household of faith as it adheres to 
its slogan, “Of the Church, by the Church, for the 
Church.” : 

—&-— 


Three things the Master hath to do— 
And we who serve Him here below 
And long to see His kingdom come, 
May pray or give or go! 
He needs them all—the open hand, 
The willing feet, the asking heart— 
To work together and to weave 
The threefold cord which shall not part. 
—Annie Flint Johnson. 
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The Luther League and the Congrega- 


tional Life 


BY REV. WALTER KRUMWIEDE 


N the Acts of the Apostles, it is said of Jesus, He 
I showed Himself alive by many infallible proofs. 

This same Jesus said to His apostles, “‘Because I 
live, ye shall live also.’”’ A living Christ, therefore, 
implies a living disciple, and an organized group of 
living disciples implies a living congregation. We 
cannot imagine any other condition—where there are 
saints, disciples of the living Church, there must be 
life. 

This thought leads naturally to my main thesis— 
no League can expect to influence and stimulate con- 
gregational life unless it be a living League. Are 
you alive? “You say, “Yes, of course!” Then why 
does your League have no appreciable effect on the 
life of your congregation? 

Now to be alive does not necessarily mean to be 
doing things, to have large attendance at meetings, 
especially the social gatherings. Some Leagues are 
doing themselves to death, and yet think they are 
alive. To be alive means more than mere activity. 
The Rev. G. Campbell Morgan expresses the es- 
sence of life when he writes: ‘Activity in the 
King’s business will never make up for lack of at- 
tention to the King. To be alive means to be united 
to, permeated by the spirit of the Christ. That is, 
unless every Leaguer is a devout, earnest, worship- 
ful disciple of the pastor, there can be no influence 
exerted on the congregation.” 

I would, therefore, emphasize this fundamental 
fact—your relation to the life of the congregation 
is in proportion to your devotion to Christ, His 
Church, and His cause. Not what you do, but what 
you are, is the great dynamic of an influential and 
serviceable League life. 

I would follow up this fundamental by another of 
great importance. Do not expect too much, You 
will find that, as you endeavor to influence and 
stimulate congregational life, an ever-increasing ele- 
ment of opposition often arises. You will discover 
that many so-called “leaders” of the Church believe 
in the old adage, “Little pigs should be seen and 
not heard.’”’ Well, you should worry! These lead- 
ing obstructionists cannot live forever. And if your 
heart is filled with the Christ spirit, and your aim 
the advancement of His kingdom, and the source 
of your life the life of the living Christ, there will 
come a time when you can touch congregational life 
for God and for good. 


It is your business not to buck vested authority, 


be it ever so misguided, but (1) to prepare; (2) to 
propagate; (3) to project yourself into and 
through the Chureh and the community. Let us 


take these three P’s up in the order given. 

1. Preparation. Make your League’s life center 
around a definite, educational program, having a 
spiritual and practical content and aim. For this 
purpose you can find no better basis than the Topics. 
Use these conscientiously and consistently and you 
will be surprised at the energy you will develop. 
Perhaps these Topics can be made a little more at- 
tractive in their presentation by adding a lecture 
course, establishing a reading circle, ete., but the 
real meat is already in the Topics. 

Attend the various summer schools, where courses 
are given along the very lines developed in the 
Topics. And may I direct your attention to the 
Program of Congregational Activity and the Lay 
Reader’s Course as formulated by the Inner Mission 
Board of the United Church? You will find these 


two full of valuable suggestions and rich in ma- 
terial for self-preparation. 
Be prepared. A eonscientious study of the 


Church’s and the community’s life and problems is 
the first step toward helping your congregation to a 
fuller and deeper life. 

2. Propagation. I have in mind a certain man 
who is an ardent labor unionist. He never lets 
slip an opportunity to corner me and tell me what 
the X. Y. L. union is doing to bring the capitalist 
to terms and to gain the victory for unionism. 
What he does with me he does with every man with 
whom he comes in contact. He believes in his cause 
and he has the courage of his convictions, so he 
propagates. 

Surely you have the supreme cause at heart, you 


are not cowards, then why not propagate your 
cause? Go out for more recruits, seek to gain the 
good will of your congregation by good, hard, per- 
sonal work. Make your League a committee of the 
whole, let each member bring in at least one more 
during a given period. Divide your League into 
teams of two each, visit every home in the congrega- 
tion carrying the message to the household at large 
and enlisting the young people in your League. 
You will be surprised how such a campaign of 
house-to-house visitation will get you before your 
congregation and gain goodwill and new members 
for you. 

Then advertise yourself. Sell your hammer, and 
buy a horn and blow it good and loud. If your parish 
paper will not give you space, then go to your 
congregational leaders and offer to help finance the 
paper in return for a legitimate amount of space. 
Report your activities to your local newspapers and 
to the official church publications. Propagate by 
everlastingly hammering away at it. Make a noise, 
but remember it is not to be the noise of an empty 
barrel, but the hum of a heart dynamo, charging the 
congregation with currents of information, interest 
and inspiration. 

8. Projection. Do not wait for an invitation to 
get to work; get busy in the congregation. Teach 
in the Sunday School; sing in the choir; get mem- 
bers of the Church and its various organizations ; 
make yourself responsible for the sick and shut-ins; 
visit them, bring them flowers, reading matter, ete. ; 
see that they get the parish papers; make a list of 
the occasional class, those who by occupation, stress 
of circumstances, or force of habit, come only now 


-and_ then to church services, send these such publi- 


eations as “The Message for the Day,’ your parish 
paper, and then follow up this work by personal 
visits. Gather reading matter for those in public 
institutions, the hospitals, jails, rescue missions, etc. 
Take part in the services of such places. Our 
Church has stood aloof too long from these public 
institutions; you can inaugurate a new day. 
Through such channels and many others that will 
erop up as you begin to project your life you can 
stimulate wonderfully the life of the congre- 
gation, gain the moral support of the rank and file 
of your parish, while your pastor will fall on your 
neck and call you blessed. 

Be alive! Christ showed Himself alive by many 
infallible proofs of devotion to His Father, working 
for His kingdom, and spreading the glad gospel of 
love. Go and do thou ‘likewise! 


—&— 
LESS GAS 


The sermon had been long and the ush- 
er’s wife suddenly remembered that she 
had left her Sunday dinner in the oven. 
She wrote a note and motioning her hus- 
band to her she gave him the note. 

He thinking it was for the minister went 
forward and handed it to the pastor. The 
pastor opened the note and read, “Go home 
and shut off the gas.” 
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Little Mabel had learned the fifth com- 
mandment, but was deeply disappointed in 
the results. “I know the fifth command- 
ment and I keep it,” she complained. “I 
honor my papa and mamma, but my days 
are no longer in the land than they were 
before; I am put to bed at 7 o’clock just 
the same.”—Current Hvents, 


The Call of the Church | \ 


BY ROSALYN SUMMER SEASH. | 


HE Church of Christ is facing a serious crisis 

today. Particularly is this true of the 

Church in America, for she seems to be stand- 
ing alone; the sole emissary of the Crucified Christ! 
She seems to be facing a Christless world. The re- 
sponsibility to give the Christ to the sin cursed 
world seems to be the peculiar calling of the Ameri- 
can Church. And what of the hour here in our own 
land? Behold the changing social conditions, the 
fluctuations of faith, and the many extraordinary 
conditions about us! On all sides, one hears this 
question asked: “Has the Church in America 
failed?” or ‘‘What’s wrong with the Church?” The 
skeptic and the critic and the wise man-of-affairs 
talks openly thus: ‘‘The Church has failed in her 
mission. Never again can she regain her own,” etc. 
Truly it is striking twelve on the clock of the Chris- 
tian Church in America! The strategic hour is here. 
How shall we, young people of the Church of the 
Reformation, meet this unprecedented situation? 

Young people, when we analyze the situation and 
earnestly seek to know why the Christ is not known 
throughout the world after nineteen centuries; when 
we seek to know just why atheism and agnosticism 
and indifference reign in our Christian America to- 
day, we will find that the real foe of the propaga- 
tion of Christianity is not some outside force which 
directly opposes the Church. It is not some alien 
foe, ner the Spirit of the Evil One outside our ranks. 
The reason we are seemingly asleep on our job is 
because the men and women in the Church, those 
who have avowed allegiance to Christ, are not liv- 
ing the love of Christ in their daily walk and conver- 
sation. We are not living apostles of the Word. 
We are not upholding our Christ in these perilous 
days. Truly we are denying Him by our indiffer- 
ence. . The time has come when we as a Church 
must realize this. The time has come when the in- 
dividual Christian must buckle on the whole armor 
of the Lord of Hosts and put himself in the front 
line of service. 

Young Lutherans, I bring you a solemn challenge 
today to be up and gird on your sword. Your Com- 
mander needs you as He has never needed you. Sup- 
pose on next Sunday over every pulpit in our Jand, 
young men and women were to read this flaming 
appeal: ‘“‘Your King and Your Church Need You!” 
Would you feel a call? Verily, the call goes to you 
today in no less uncertain terms. You, young men 
and women of the Church, are the largest factors in 
determining whether or not the Church shall come 
through its danger period victorious. 

New life, new strength, new enthusiasm are needed 
in every department of Church activity today. The 
Church looks to her young people to furnish this 
new life and strength and enthusiasm. Let us be 
honest about considering our qualifications for lead- 
ership. The majority of us have sufficient educa- 
tion to place us in paths of definite service. Scores 
of young men and women pour out of our colleges 
yearly, full of mental and physical vigor, needing 
only consecration to turn them into the King’s army. 
The young people of America have had unusual op- 
portunities to acquire Christian education and train- 
ing in our Sunday Schools, Churches and various or- 
ganizations of the Church. No other generation has 
been so reared in an atmosphere of missionary 
knowledge. We have a world vision. Comparatively 
speaking, we are much better prepared than were our 
fathers or grandfathers. With education, religious 
training, worldly goods at our disposal, and a 
knowledge of world needs, what should the Church 
expect of us? What should our Christ expect of us? 

Many of us feel that we are using our talents 
to best advantage when we work with the many or- 
ganizations and institutions which make for the bet- 
terment of humanity and the uplift of society. We 
acknowledge the good that all such agencies do. But 
there is one outstanding difference. The Church is the 
institution founded by Christ Himself! Therefore, 
the Church offers the supreme opportunity for sery- 
ing Christ. If some of the energies of our young 
people that are being expended in human agencies 


Church in America.’’ There is some definite work 
awaiting each one of us. Some definite service will 
remain undone if any one of us is heedless of the 
voice of the King. Some young life will be half- 
lived, if it misses the sweet service for the King. 
You have but one life to live, therefore you wish to 
live it in the fullest, most complete, most jey-filled 
fashion. You recoil from its being frittered away 
in useless, aimless employment that simply gives 
you a good livelihood. You are courageous, you wish 
to sacrifice for real service. Then, His work is what 
you seek. And always remember that though some- 
one else may do your work, no one else may do 
your duty. 

Tomorrow the pews of our fathers will be empty. 
Did you ever notice how many grey-haired men and 
women fill our churches, and how many young people 
are missing? Will the pews be empty tomorrow, 
or will you and I fill them? 

“Where” are we needed? I hear you ask. The 
answer comes, in every department of church life 
and activity. Many home mission churches have 
services once a month. Why? Because there are 
not enough ministers. Many churches are closed. 
Why? No minister to preach the Word and admin- 
ister the sacraments. Many pastors of large parishes 
are leaving much work undoné in their fields. Why? 
Because there are no deaconesses to assist them. 
Many children are out of Sunday School. Why? 
Because of the searcity of Sunday School teachers. 
And so on through the whole category, through every 
department of the work. The ery is “no workers,” 
“no leaders’’—while our seminaries stand with open 
doors beckoning to young men to enter their portals. 
Do you know how few young men are preparing to 
fill the ranks? There are three splendid, well- 
equipped deaconess homes almost empty, while 
throughout the length and breadth of our land the 
pastors cry for deaconesses! Need is very urgent 
for Home Mission workers. We have only begun 
this work. We must reclaim our congested cities. 
The ‘new American’? within our gates must be given 
our Christ. If we spent more time teaching him 
Christianity, less time would be needed to combat 
anarchy. : 

The Lutheran work among the Slavs, the Italians 
and the Jews challenges each of us to do our share. 
The Indian, the first real American, is still among 
us and the Church recognizes a very definite minis- 
try to him. The negro, who came to our shores a 
forcibly invited guest, remains among us by the 
millions, one-tenth of our population. Just now 
they are moving in an unparalleled tide of migra- 
tion to the North. They are a permanent citizen- 


ship. ‘The Church has for them a message of edu- 
cation and uplift. We Lutherans have as yet done 
nothing. 

The Highlanders in the southern mountains have 
great native ability, but have fallen into  iso- 
lation and ignorance, away from the ministry of 


education and Christian outlook. Only one mission is 
being maintained by our Church. Young people, we 
have many beginings to make! 


Consider our obligations to the Orientals among 
us. Thousands are here seeking our education and 
our western civilization. When they return home, 
they will be fitted for influential leadership. What 
golden opportunities we are losing in not giving 
them our Christ! It is lamentable! 


The Mexicans are moying into our country in a 
steady stream. Their needs are acute, calling for 
evangelisite, educational, industrial and medical min- 
istry. We need Spanish speaking workers and we 
have none. Every day new opportunities like this 
are opening up to the Church—and she may not ac- 
cept them, because there are not sufficient laborers ! 
Oh! never say there is not enough work to keep 
each of us busy! 


Our Church is calling loudly today for recruits for 
overseas service. Workers are needed in all our 
fields. For India, the need is imperative for or- 

, dained men missionaries, for men teachers for. col- 


were put into the divinely founded organizations of {{ leges (subjects like English, science, philosophy, agri- 


Christ, who could estimate the great revival of soul 
saving that would result? The Church sends out; 
this challenge today: ‘Come, we need you!” ‘We 
need to enlist in the service of the great King, every, 
young man and woman in the United Lutheran 


s culture, and manual training). We need women 
nurses for India; women physicians, women dea- 
conesses, teachers for High and Grammar schoo'!s ; 


women for evangelistic work. In Africa, we need 


#Jordained men, teachers and evangelists, a man to 


# supervise farming interests. 
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Women are _ needed 
for educational work, hospital work and evangelistic 
work. In Japan, we need ordained men and teach- 
ers, women for kindergarten work, educational work 
and evangelistic work. Workers are needed in the 
Virgin Islands, and in South America. Yes, the work 
in all our fields is suffering today. “The field is 
white unto the harvest, but the laborers are few.” 
Many earnest young people cannot quite understand 
just why they have personal obligation to carry 
Jesus Christ to all the world who knows Him not. 
We forget that we are debtors. Had St. Paul gone 
east, instead of west, it might all have been differ- 
ent. China and India might have God, but who 
knows, seeing that we ourselves have only reached 
a few of them! Has He not commanded us to “go 
into all the world”? We know the need. It only 
remains for us to be sufficiently filled with the Spirit 
of our Master who gave Himself for us. If we had 
His Spirit, our Mission Boards would soon have no 
cause to plead for overseas workers. 

We have been speaking of rather definite service. 
Let not those among us who are not called to preach, 
or teach, feel there is nothing they can do. ‘The 
progress of the Kingdom has been limping a long 
time because it has been generally supposed that the 
work of the Church was almost wholly the responsi- 
bility of the pastor. 

If there were in every Church even a small group 
of laymen who had a broad view of what the King- 
dom means, and were intelligently trained to render 
talented service, every pastor’s results could be mul- 


y 


tiplied by a hundred fold. The day has come when 
laymen must recognize that they have a definite re- 
sponsibility which cannot be discharged by simply 
paying the Church’s bills and giving respectful at- 
tention to the minister on Sunday. 

What is needed is a real consecration; a consecra- 
tion of time, a consecration of geography; a conse- 
eration of talents. There is no talent which He can- 
not use in His work. The gift of music, art, of phy- 
sical development, of dramatics, of social tact, of skill 
in writing, any gift which you may have may be used 
to His glory. There is not enough seeking to know how 
He would have us use these talents. We drift into 
this work, or that amusement, without ever seeking 
to know His plan for our lives. We plan our lives 
without even asking God whether He has some 
special work for us. 

The need is urgent. It calls for consecration to- 
cay, James Chalmers, Eliza Agnew, Robert Mofatt, 
David Livingstone, Joseph Hardy Neesima, and all 
those who have given themselves to reclaim the 
world, have consecrated their lives to His service in 
the full flush of youth. The Master calls us Now, 
while we are fresh mentally, physically, and spirit- 
ually. It is high time we were ‘“‘about our Father's 
business.” “Watchmen, what of the Church of to- 
morrow?” The reply comes: “Ask the young men 
and women of today?” Will you say this day: “J 
hereby precy and fully dedicate myself to Jesus 
Christ and His Church as a living sacrifice in service 
for others, wherever, whenever, and in whatever 
form of service He calls me!” 


The Call of the Church to the Young 


Women 


BY MARY 


3 HE Luther League of twenty-five years ago 
j embodied motives and purposes vital today 
as then. Methods of work may need changing, 
emphasis may need changing, emphasis may have 
to be shifted, scope may have to be broadened. If 
stress was laid then upon making Lutheran young 
people more loyal and intelligent members of the 
Chureh, emphasis must now be placed upon the 
necessity of reaching and touching vast numbers of 
unchurched young people in every American com- 
munity. 

The subject assigned me I have resolved into two 
pertinent and far-reaching questions: What do you 
young women of the Church want for yourselves? 
What do you want for other young women who 
(wherever they may be) are outside the Church? 

What do young women in the Church ask from the 
Church for themselves? If we had time for one 
hundred answers they would probably tabulate pretty 
well under comparatively few heads. The type of 
girl answering, the! kind of Lutheranism she knows 
best, the sort of parish she belongs to, would have 
much to do with her answers, but after all there is 
so much similarity among us that the answers would 
most likely be covered by one of three heads: In- 
spiration, Instruction, Expression. We are going to 
look at these three points not theoretically, but prac- 
tically. 

Inspiration is that spiritual help which comes in 
great measure from worship in common with other 
believers. It is the strengthening of the individual 
spiritual life through the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. It is the center, the heart of a Christian’s 
life; without it there is no use in discussing the 
other two heads. Nothing can atone for turning 
away from Church services. 

The Lutheran Church has always laid great stress 
upon instruction in the home, in the Sunday 
School, in ecatechetical training, and in the Biblical 
exposition which is so valuable in our pulpits. But 
would anyone say that we have too much or even 
enough intelligent knowledge concerning our Church, 
its doctrine, its history, or the Bible? To take a 
few examples. Within a few months I have 
thoughtful young women ask me questions like 
this: “What do we Lutherans believe that is dif- 
ferent from the belief of other denominations ?” 
“Why do some Lutherans object strenuously to danc- 
ing, and others say nothing about it?’ “‘Why could 
we not merge with any other denomination ?” 

Or to follow out another line of information con- 


W. MARKEY. 


nected with our Church. How many of us _ could 
tell anything like a connected story or dramatic his- 
tory of the organization of the National Lutheran 
Commission and National Lutheran Council; of the 
marvelous war work of the former and the recon- 
struction work of the latter? How many know of 
the advances that American Lutheranism has mad? 
in learning at least to know itself? Or to be more 
specific, what do you know of the United Lutheran 
Chureh of its projects? Or of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society and its splendid accomplishments ? 
You want something up to date about your Church. 

And then instruction in the Bible. You may have 
had a poor Sunday School teacher or a good one, in 
either case you stand in need of more Bible study. 
How many young women in your Church are doing 
systematic Bible reading and study? 

What I would like to impress upon you is that if 
you really want knowledge or instruction on any 
of these points, you can get it; if you do not want 
it, no one can give you it. 

most common craving at the present time is 
that for self-expression, It is true no less in the 
realm of the religious and spiritual life than in lit- 
erary or business life. Nor is there anything new 
or startling in this attitude. ‘Be ye also doers of 
the Word, not hearers only,’ was Christ’s words. 
The channels through which you express yourself 
in a Christian way will answer without any un- 
necessary words that other fundamental question: 
What do you want for others outside the Church? 
As a matter of fact you can’t want much of any- 
thing for them if you won’t bestir yourself for 
them. Moreover if what you want for yourself has 
any validity, that is what you’ll want for others, and 
that is what you'll try to obtain for them. How? 
By asking and answering honestly, What can I do 
to advance the Kingdom of God? 

The most obvious task is usually the least at- 
tractive. Maybe that is the reason that Sunday 
School work is often passed by, by young women. 
Recently I read that twenty million children in this 
country never heard family prayers or Sunday 
School lessons. It is altogether likely that some of 
them are in your community. Who is to find them 
and bring them in and really teach them? The pas- 
tor, or maybe his wife? 

The inadequacy of the Sunday School, both as to 
the quantity and quality of teaching, has been recog- 
nized for a Jong time, and here and there con- 
gregations and pastors have been organizing and 
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conducting successful religious day schools. And now 
other people, not always of the Church, are begin- 
ning to realize the absolute necessity of teaching 
Christian ethies to save the state if not the indi- 
vidual, and great cities like New York are consider- 
ing giving one afternoon a week to the Christian 
Church to train its own children. How can the 
Church do this work unless the young women wiih 
a share of leisure will help in the teaching? And 
others with the choosing of a life profession before 
them have open now a new profession, that of 
religious education. 

Another open field for young church women is 
work with younger girls. There is a tacit admira- 
tion of the young woman by the girls who are just a 
few years younger and who enjoy their greater 
freedom. The open sesame to work with young 
girls is their social instinct; they love to belong to 
something, no matter what, and whether your Church 
be rural, small town or city, there are always groups 
of girls who would welcome and follow leadership. 

It is in working with such groups that time and 
opportunity is found for what cannot always be suc- 
cessfully done elsewhere: Socializing, Energizing, and 
Training in Christian Life. 

Socializing. Socializing is nothing but assisting 
in the process of carrying Christian principles ac- 
tively into daily life. It is familiarizing the young 
mind with the connection between Sunday principles 
and week day living. And it is no easier for school 
girl or school boy to get that connection than for 
the man of big business or the woman of many wor- 
ries. The worst pupil I ever had to deal with was 
a boy who for the two years I taught him in High 
School was president of the Junior Christian En- 
deavor. 

Energizing. The normal girl’s ambition, ideals, 
hopes, run high during the years from fourteen to 
eighteen. Her impulses and enthusiasms can easily 
be aroused. Those enthusiasms we sometimes con- 
temptously call hobbies and the impulses we smile 
at as youthful exuberance. But all of them can 
be charged with Christian dynamic, many of them 
can be directed to valuable service. It is more and 
more generally admitted that in recruiting for the 
ministry the appeal must be made to younger boys. 
The same is true of girls who hear the call of the 
Church and its leaders. Three college girls this 
year who have hopes of foreign work got that im- 
pulse when young girls in mission bands. (Alexander) 

Training in Christianity. Do you remember the old 
time joke about Sunday School scholars being on 
hand in large numbers for Christmas and Easter 
festivals? We are pretty well past that stage now. 
Gifts are brought for others, and not sought for 
self. Getting is translated into giving. Such train- 
ing cannot be more effectively done than through 
working with groups. Hence the value of organiza- 
tion whether in units of Sunday. School classes, 
mission bands, Junior Leagues. And every instinct 
of the girl helps such organization. She loves to 
belong to something, to be a part in something. The 
organizing of such groups should become as largely 
spontaneous as possible, and the groups should be 
kept small in order to insure a certain unanimity 
of interests. And the leadership must come from 
the young women themselves who are often looking 
for something to do. And what discouragements they 
sometimes meet. ‘I lead a band of girl scouts in 
Church across the street from our house. We start- 
ed with some girls but Church Council heard some 
noise.” 

The character of such clubs may be manifold. 
Sewing, maybe to teach, then to evolve for self, then 
for others. For hospitals, orphanages, for sick and 
poor, for mission projects. Possible here to train 
in Inner Mission and its spirit. There is an open- 
ing of the eye to needs of poor, sick, shut-ins. Do 
something for a person, and you become interested in 
him. The joy of food or flowers conveyed person- 
ally is unequalled. The visit to hospital, the story 
telling or play hour with the crippled babies of a 
Children’s Home. The keeping of the children of 
a mother during church hour. 

Athletics. Often a need, always an opportunity 
for intimate fellowship and guidance on part of the 
yight leader. President Pendleton spoke last week 
of the great influence on Chinese girls of physical 
instruction. Wholesome basketball, tennis, walking, 
may help cure sick souls. All these chances may be 
offered by other agencies, but there are always 
groups of girls who are not in touch with the Y. W. 
or Girl Scouts for one reason or another. 

Chance, too, there is for some of these same girls 
to turn about and work with the younger children, 
especially during vacation months, directing recrea- 
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tion and play. Why always wait until a big city em-., 
ploys a specialist for forlorn children who live on 
the streets? 

Summer Camps. Here is another agency through 
which we can work, 

Reading. Still a few girls and boys who despite 
teaching of literature in High School and the ubiquity 
of the moving picture, hunger for books! We know 
of a group of boys of eleven to fourteen who every 
Friday night must literally be sent home! 

This reading need not necessarily be fiction or 
drama. Open up to the boys and girls stores of 
splendid biography, the stories of great men and 
women of nations and of Christianity. Mary Slessor 
of Calabar and the story of her life is equal to any 
drama that can be chosen. Problems that face our 
national life and very existence can be entered upon 
through ‘such books as ‘Souls of Black Folks,” 
“Christian Americanization.”’ Even the Bible can be 
read with new intent. 

There is chance for wonderful discussion here. 
There is an opening for the young college woman 
iia pene back home and does not know what 
to do © 

The immediate objectives of such reading circles 
might differ, but the ultimate objective would be the 
same—making of more intelligent Christians. 

Such groups or circles would be feeders to larger 
organizations of the Churech—the League, Mission- 
ary Society, ete. They would furnish leaders, too, 
who had some practical training and thinking. Why 
leave all this valuable experience until our girls go 
away to school and college? 

You will notice that in this Socializing, Energiz- 
ing, Training, there is the two-fold purpose of in- 
struction in knowledge and motives and of inspira- 
tion to action—instruction and expression. The girls 
we deal with should get something of vital Chris- 
tianity from us, and will know where to go for in- 
spiration. 

We hear a great deal nowadays about two terms 
which may mean much or little—Americanization and 
international mind. I wonder if young women of the 
Lutheran Church which preaches the Gospel in four- 
teen tongues in this country have thought how 
these terms could affect them. There are tens of 
thousands of Lutherans from other lands right 
around us in big cities and elsewhere who are never 
touched by American Lutheranism, and whom .we 
never know or understand. This summer at a stu- 
dent conference I introduced myself to a Finnish 
Lutheran student. She looked at me with astonish- 
ment and then she said, ‘““Why, I did not know there 
were any American Lutherans.” Another Lutheran 
girl in the early spring said, ‘‘No, I have never at- 
tended an English Lutheran service, though I have- 
gone to lots of English churches.” Is it any fault 
of ours if these people and countless others who 
have come to America in recent years never know of 
the American Lutheran Church? 

And lonely girls in towns and cities? Who ought 
to be more concerned about seeing that they have 
proper places to live, a chance at normal social life, 
than the Church girls who do not have to leave their 
homes to earn their living? Self-supporting girls, 
nurses, teachers, students in strange cities ought to 
mean something to the young women and local con- 
gregations. 

Should our young women find expression in-all the 
lines so hastily indicated, there would still be much 
to be desired. The Church, if it is to grow in every 
possible way, must have girls who will prepare them- 
selves to devote all of their time to Christian work. 
Along what lines, you ask? 

There are in the United States nine Lutheran Dea- 
coness Houses and 364 sisters in service. Right now 
there is a deaconess ready to enter upon medical 
training, but she can’t, because there is no one to 
take up her duties in a large city parish. 

There are Lutheran colleges and schools that 
every year seek college women as teachers. Girls 
must prepare themselves for these positions, and 
the Church must see that these positions are tenable. 

Then there are city parishes looking for trained 
women who can be assistants to pastors. There are 
growing chances for Inner Mission workers in set- 
tlements, kindergartens, dispensaries, children’s 
homes. 

And, little children, girls and women of heathen 
lands depend upon you too. You have heard it so 
often? Yes, and it continues true. There are across 
seas schools to teach, zenanas to visit, hospitals to 
manage, clinics to conduct, and some young women 
must do the work. I ought to say some young women 
will have the joy of that service. Timidity and 

(Continued on page 18) 


— twelve private rooms, with about eighty beds. 


Medical Work in India 


BY REY. A. F. A. NHUDOERRFHR, RAJAHMUNDRY, INDIA. 


CCORDING to our program you should have 

the privilege of hearing Dr. Amy Rohrer Neu- 

doerrffer tell of her experiences in the medi- 
eal work, I regret that you are unable to hear her 
because of her ability to speak out of the fullness of 
rich experience. Again I regret that you must listen 
to a substitute. I am not an “M. D.,” the nearest 
I ever got to it was by marrying one. Better yet, I 
am one of the two Neudoerrffers of the Rajahmun- 
dry Mission who are said to have been robbing the 
hospital, and as someone put it, ‘‘therefore we should 
send no more Neudoerrffers to the field!’ Cheer up, 
there are no more, for the present I say this just 
to show you what a task I have to regain my repu- 
tation, and to speak to you about the medical work, 
even though I have been -in touch with it and have 
had good opportunity to observe it. But I trust I 
will gain your attention and confidence when I tell 
you who in reality is speaking to you. At our 
Lutheran rally meeting at the Des Moines Student 
Volunteer Convention last January one of our mis- 
sionaries explained why he regretted he was not 
a medical missionary, and added that a “medical 
missionary” is really one and a half missionaries. 
Later another missionary speaking, said, ‘I would 
say that a married missionary is two missionaries.” 
I added, “Then I, having married an M. D., must 
be two and a half missionaries!” 

With much gratitude to God I attend this con- 
vention of the Luther League of America; first, be- 
eause the Luther League has been permitted to do 
a definite work in the Master’s vineyard for twen- 
ty-five years; secondly, because I am privileged to 
bring you my own personal congratulations and 
the congratulations of our Luther Leaguers of India. 
There never was, nor will, be a greater and more 
far-reaching work than the study of God’s Holy 
Word. About twelve years ago I attended a Junior 
Luther League, and I will never forget how enthusi- 
astically the little leader of about ten years of age 
led that meeting in the study of the Bible.’ Those 
young people have never forgotten what they learned 
there, and this young leader has grown and devel- 
oped through the power of that Word, until this 
fall he will enter the seminary to be a life-long wit- 
ness for the Truth. Therefore I say the Luther 
League has been doing a definite work, a work that 
will never put her to shame. The same work is be- 
ing done by our five Luther Leagues in India, four 
of which are in the Rajahmundry field. We at- 
tempt to follow your Topics, but this is not always 
practical. 

You may rightly demand that the missionary who 
goes to the foreign field on your behalf, go for one 
purpose. Whether a medical, evangelistic, educa- 
tional, or industrial, the missionary’s sole purpose 
is to bring the Gospel to our neighbor for the sake 
of his soul. There are very few or no missionaries 
who can spend all their time in preaching and teach- 
ing the Word, and in personal work. For there are 
innumerable other things demanding his attention 
from day to day which dare not be overlooked, and 
which will be turned into right channels by a spir- 
itually minded servant. 

The medical work, like all other phases of mis- 
sionary undertaking, is a necessary and_ blessed 
work. We have in Rajahmundry the beautiful two- 
story hospital building with four large wards ane 

e 
present staff consists of our American doctor, Dr. 
Betty A. Nilsson; Miss H. EH. Levine, nursing su- 
perintendent; Miss Jabe Jones, head nurse; seven 


nurses in training, and twelve assistants. During 
the year 1918 Dr. Neudoerrffer reported “360 in- 
patients, over 500 operations performed, besides 


1,210 minor emergency procedures. I saw 6,148 pa- 
tients in the Dispensary hospital, and 832 patients 
in the dispensary, and then made 24,847 visits. 
Quite a number of patients were seen in their 
homes.” I say this is too much for a woman. Send 
more doctors. . 

“The dispensary,” to give you Mrs. Neudoerrffer’s 
statement, “is a great ieveller of caste.” Here women 
and children of all castes, even the out-castes, meet 
together. ‘First come, first served,” is the motto, 
except in the cases of those who are very ill. Our 
medical dispensary in India does not differ much 
from a dispensary in America. The people of India 
have the same ills as those of western lands, plus a 


few more. To illustrate: One of the favorite “home 
remedies” in India is calomel. It is sold in crude 
form, even in the public markets, and very large 
doses are given. They will tell you, “I gave the pa- 
tient a half dollar’s worth of calomel!’ What is 
the result? Patients are brought to us swollen al- 
most beyond recognition, the saliva streaming from 
their mouths, and their teeth all loose. In such a 
state they can take no food, and therefore are very 
weak and anemic. If brought in a very late stage 
the inflamed lining of the mouth is such that the 
patient cannot open her mouth at all, and of course 
must be sent to the hospital for an operation. It is 
often necessary to feed them through the nose, 
though in some cases it is possible to treat them so 
as to relieve them to a great extent. 

The old grandmothers in the houses are still very 
fond of using a red-hot iron when the baby has colic. 
They burn the abdomen, also the sides of the head 
and the forehead. Large doses of brandy are given. 
“The white man’s firewater” is sold, great quanti- 
ties—to be taken as medicine by the women as well 
as the men. The people of India are also very fond 
of patent medicines. 

Dr. Neudoerrffer writes: “I know of no depart- 
ment of mission work where there is so much need 
of patience as in the dispensary. Time is so limited, 
the patients are so many, and it is often difficult to 
get a history of the case, and still more difficult to 
make them understand the directions for taking the 
medicine. They cannot read, hence strips of paper 
with little notches at intervals are used to mark the 
size of the dose on the side of the bottle. As a rule 
not more than eight doses are given. The patients 
sit on benehes in a waiting-room and this is where 
the Bible woman has a chance to explain the hymns 
she sings, and to teach the Bible story from a 
picture chart. 

“In India, that land of bribes, it is a great lesson 
to the rich and well dressed to see the wretchedly 
poor treated with as much love and patience as 
they themselves. Those who are very seriously sick, 
and those who are with children, are usually treated 
first, no matter who they are, or what their ail- 
ment.” 

At 6 or 6:30 a. m. the lady physician begins her 
work with a prayer meeting and teaching of Scrip- 
tures for a half hour. This is the only time she has 
to devote to this purpose. Ofter morning devotions 
the doctor enters the operating room to perform the 
necessary operations. At 9 a. m. she goes to the 
dispensary, and having treated from sixty to a 
hundred patients returns home between 12 and 1 
o’clock. There are always a few “well to do’’ people 
who are willing to pay a fee; these are received in 
the afternoon. Further, we must remember that 
the day’s routine is frequently interrupted in many 
ways. Often calls come from the hospital or house 
during the evening or night and the doctor must go. 
The patients at our hospital must be classified as 
Europeans, Eurasians, Mohammedans and _ Indians. 
Among Indians we find chiefly Christians, castes and 
outeastes. 

The physician, like other missionaries, must study 
the vernacular on arrival in India. Not only is it 
necessary for her to understand the people who use 
the correct Telugu or a dialect of a certain district, 
but she must be familiar with the dialects of people 
from various localities. India has 147 distinct lan- 
guages, and 350 dialects. When people come from 
different districts, as it frequently happens at the 
hospital, new dialects and idioms without end will 
be heard. One woman when asked “how many 
children have yop?” said, ‘I swallowed my _ chil- 
dren” (meaning, my children died), and when 
asked, “Have you a husband?” said, “my umbrella 
is gone’ (my supper is no more, or my husband 
died). 

Miss Monroe is engaged in evangelistic work at the 
hospital. There is also a Bible woman (an Indian 
Christian lady), who teaches in the hospital and 
dispensaries. Rev. P. Paradies, an Indian pastor at 
Rajahmundry, frequently visits sick to bring them 
the comfort of God’s Word, and together with sev- 
eral other men conducts services on the veranda 
every Sunday morning. Thus we note that every 
effort is being made to minister to the physical and 
spiritual needs of all_who come to the hospital. It 
is also noteworthy how the neighbors will be at- 
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tracted by your consecrated life. I do not think 
Dr. Neudoerrffer knows the story which one of my 
teachers of Rajahmundry told me a year ago. It is 
this: “Several women came to the walls of the 
hospital compound. Not being able to look over 
the high walls, they listened even more attentively 
to the singing of hymns while Dr. Neudoerrffer was 
conducting the morning watch. Then having heard 
a number of Bible stories as well, they came to my 
teacher and said, ‘please tell us what these beautiful 
hymns and stories mean; we have learned several 
of each while listening to the doctor Jady in the 
morning.’’’ The teacher explained and the women 
became more interested, so that they requested him 
to give them regular instruction in the Christian re- 
ligion. They were to be baptized shortly after I 
left India. 

We have a small orphanage at the hospital through 
the kindness of our lady-physicians. Poor, home- 
less children are received. At times children born at 
the hospital are left there by the mother. I have 
in mind the case of a Brahmin widow who gave birth 
to a little girl and feeling the disgrace of a widow 
bringing a child home, left the child to us. Another, 
a Sudra caste woman, took her little girl home and 
soon announced that she would be willing to sell her 
daughter for 10 rupees—about three dollars! Dr. 
Neudoerrffer, knowing what it would mean to have 
a girl sold in India, at once bought the child and 
kept her in the orphanage. More caste children are 
being reached and instructed through our schools for 
easte children. 

It is further interesting to note that the hospital 
has been a place of shelter for caste widows. Some 
who have been ill-treated in their homes, fled suc- 
cessfully to our hospital where they were cared for 
and converted. I say they fled successfully with em- 
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phasis, for had anyone in the relationship known 
of their going or of their intentions they would 
have either been persuaded never to go, or they 
would have been killed. There are, according to re- 
cent statistics, 25,000,000 widows in India, 80,000 of 
whom are below the age of ten. This is due chiefly 
because the caste rule is still enforeed today which 
demands that girls must be married before they are 
ten years old. Probably most Hindu girls are mar- 
ried at the age of two or three years. : 

We are reaching caste children through our schools 
in particular, and we are reaching the caste women 
through the Bible women and through the hospital. 
But we have never had any definite work for caste 
men. It: is true we are able to give a bit of Bible 
knowledge to them through “our schools, ‘but have 
not had a special work through which to come into 
personal contact with them, until I was privileged 
to open a reading room for caste men in the heart 
of the Rajahmundry four years ago. I should much 
like to speak with you of my experiences in this 
work among the educated classes, but I must close. 
This work has been a work’ of special favor with me. 

May I in closing mention that we must build a 
large reading room or hospice for caste men at the 
earliest possible date. These people are willing to 
listen and to come and unless we work now and 
quickly, we lose great opportunities. 

I go back to India delighted to tell each of our 
five Leagues of this great convention and the inter- 
est in prayer and deed you are taking in them and 
the building of the Master’s Kingdom in their great 
country. 

J have given you an opportunity, and I trust you 
will consider it favorably. But please do not over- 
look the greatest of all appeals, the appeal for def- 
inite prayer for His Kingdom on the foreign fields. 


—— 


The Japanese Educational System and 
Mission Schools : 


BY REV. HE. T. HORN. 

N the brief time at our disposal, we propose to 
I review the development of the modern education- 

al system of Japan and its present status; to 
give an outline of Christian education in Japan; to 
examine into the central object of the Japanese edu- 
eational scheme and compare it with the central ob- 
ject of Christian education; to speak of the outlook 
for Christian schools in Japan, and to conclude with 
a word about our Lutheran contribution to Christian 
education in the past and in the future. 


EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF JAPAN. 


Education in Japan may be said to have. begun 
with the introduction of the Chinese classics in the 
third century, and the consequent influx of Chinese 
and Hindu civilizations. It is claimed that univer- 
sities and national schools were founded as early as 
A. D. 701, antedating by a century the rise of any 
European university. Chinese influence grew in 
strength till the ninth century, when it began to 
wane on account of internal disturbances in China. 
Towards the end of the twelfth century troubles in 
Japan resulted in the blotting out of the earlier forms 
of the national schools. For three centuries there 
ensued what might be called the “Dark Ages,” fol- 
lowed in the sixteenth century by the renaissance 
under the Tokugawa Shoguns (Mayors of the Pal- 
ace). For 250 years the country enjoyed peace un- 
der their benignant tyranny and hundreds of schools 
were established in every part of Japan. 

But the modern system of education dates back 
only to 1872, four years after the resignation of the 
last of the Shoguns and the restoration of the Em- 
peror Meiji. With the restoration the subject of 
education became a matter of serious attention. In 
1872 the Department of Education was established for 
the control and supervision of all matters relating 
to education. The first plan was an ambitious one, 
and called for the division of the country into eight 
university provinces, each of which was to be sub- 
divided into thirty-two middle school districts; and 
each middle school district into 210 elementary school 
districts. For this the French Law of Education of 
1806 furnished the pattern. In 1879 the influence of 
American ideas brought about important changes 
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in the system, making it more adaptable to local 


conditions. In 1886 again far-reaching changes were 
introduced. This stage marks the introduction of 
German influence into Japanese education, and. it 


was about this time that military drill was made 
compulsory in all schools. 

The various schools may be classified as general, 
special and technical. General schools are the kinder- 
gartens, elementary schools, middle schools and girls’ 
high schools. Special schools include schoo's of law, 
politics, the arts, medicine, ete., together with the 
so-called high schools (koto-gakko) into which boys 
enter after completing the middle schools. Tech- 
nical schools embrace schools of agriculture, together 


with commercial, marine, nautical and _ specifically 
technical schools. 
The course of instruction in the elementary 


schools is similar to ours, and comprises morals, the 
Japanese language (for which ten of the twenty- 
one hours per week are required), arithmetic, his- 
tory, geography, science, drawing, singing, gymnas- 
ties, sewing, manual training, ete. In the secondary 
schools the same branches are taught with em- 
phasis on the English language. The higher schools 
—which correspond in many respects to our col- 
leges—offer courses permitting of a wide choice of 
subjects both in the arts and sciences, with special 
regard to requirements for entrance into the univer- 
sities. 

The period of compulsory education is six years. 
The recorded rate of school attendance is a little 
over 98 per cent. 

If a boy enter kindergarten at the age of four, 
the elementary school at six, he should be ready for 
middle school at twelve, for the high school at sev- 
enteen, and for the university at twenty. Thus if 
he pursued his course without a break (a thing al- 
most impossible) he could be graduated from the 
university at the age of twenty-three. As a matter 
of fact, men are generally several years older when 
they are ready to enter on their vocation. It must 
be borne in mind, howeyer, that what we call a col- 
lege education is by no means so common among 
the Japanese as among us. Reviewing statistics for 
1913, I discover that there were about eight million 
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children enrolled in the elementary schools; less than 
250,000 in secondary schools, while in the higher 
schools (not including the universities) there were 
only about 20,000, This situation is due in part to 
the fact that there are not enough higher schools ; 
there are but eight high schools (koto-gakko) and 
twenty-one higher technical schools established by 
the Government. 

The lack of higher schools has given rise to the 
most gruelling system of competitive examinations 
for entrance. Of about 10,000 applicants for the 
koto-gakko there is certain failure ahead for 8,000, 
as there are accommodations for only 2,000. The 
same thing to a less degree is true of all schools 
above primary grade. The consequent gloom and 
despair in the minds of a large number of youths 
blights permanently many an ambitious life and 
sometimes even leads to untimely and violent deaths 
by suicide. 

The Government is aiming to alleviate these con- 
ditions; during the next five or six years they plan 
to spend $22,000,000 in establishing sixteen new high 
schools (koto-gakko); seventeen new higher tech- 
nical schools; and in incorporating old colleges into 
the university system and adding new ones. In or- 
der to carry out this program, the Government 
plans to send abroad 400 students for special study, 
and has created 400 scholarships in connection with 
the universities in Japan to secure enough young 
men to teach in these new higher institutions, 

It is noteworthy that of this large budget for new 
schools not one cent is for the establishment of higher 
schools for women. This is quite in line with the 
fact that the Japanese Government has not as yet 
provided schools for girls above secondary grade. 
There is no Government school for girls higher than 
the so-called girls’ high grade (cor responding approxi- 
mately to our American high school). It is true that 
within only the last year or two a few women have 
been permitted to enter certain of the Imperial uni- 
versities; one large private university has opened its 
doors to women; and another is now investigating 
the advisability of doing so. But an official publica- 
tion of the Dept. of Education (1915) says: “‘From 
the oldest times women have held it to be their 
proper duty to be good wives and wise mothers and 
they have attended chiefly to the matters of the 
household. . . . In the new era of Meiji, accordingly, 
the importance of providing higher education for 
women has not been generally recognized, and the 
government has not yet established any institution for 
that purpose.” We might add, “‘and apparently does 
not intend to.” 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN JAPAN. 


Heroie effort amid great discouragement charac- 
terizes the rise and progress of Christian education 
in Japan, and the noble and patient lives of those men 
and women, Japanese and “‘foreign’’ who have kept 
the torch of Christian truth burning in the mission 
schools will one day furnish a brilliant chapter in 
Japanese national history. Girls’ and boys’ schools 
of intermediate grade, with the opportunity they 
afforded for daily contact with adolescent youth, were 
the first field to be entered; then quickly followed 
special schools for the training of pastors, preachers 
and Bible women; then followed primary schools and 
lastly kindergartens, which of late have been rapidly 
multiplying in number. Owing to financial obstacles, 
and for other reasons as well, few missions have been 
able to compete successfully with the higher schools 
founded by the Government, though in several in- 
stances special departments of higher grade con- 
nected with mission middle schools have maintained 
a very high standard and compare favorably with the 
Government schools of similar grade. But in gen- 
eral it may be said that the work of the missions 
has been most successful in the field of secondary 
education. A notable exception to this is the Kobe 
College for Women, of the American Board Mission, 
which is now recognized by the Government as. a 
full woman’s college, notwithstanding the fact that 
the Government has never established women’s col- 
leges. 

In April, 1918, the Woman’s Christian College was 
opened in Tokyo, with an enrollment of 150. Much 
interest is being manifested in this new enterprise 
(interdenominational). It is the intention of the 
authorities to make this college equal in grade to the 
standard set by the Government for men’s universi- 
ties. 

As the crown and cap-stone to all the Christian 
educational work in Japan, a Christian University 
of equal grade with the Imperial University in 
Tokyo is greatly needed. For many years serious 
consideration has been given to this matter. While 
the difficulties connected with raising such a colossal 
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sum of money as would be necessary to build and 
equip and finance it, together with the problems of 
co-operative administration, have thus far rendered 
the proposition impracticable; it is safe to assume 
et eventually a way will be found to realize this 
ideal. 

Perhaps a few statistics will inform you better than 
anything that could be briefly stated about the pres- 
ent status of Christian education in Japan. The sta- 
tistics are for 1918 and include Roman and Greek 
Catholic missions unless otherwise specified. 


Kind of School. Number No. of Pupils. 
KINGerSArtens, fF ercana sees 204 9,500 
Elemenatry . night and 

English schools ...... 63 16,500 
(eae 0 § 58 10,500 
BOGS IMIG ooo a aes. vce ees 21 8,500 
Koto-gakko (higher) ... 14 2,800 
REGO OIOB) ccc swis.scte evere nis 43 885 

PUEDE a seterey etme ase vantnvca! ictecs 403 48,185 


(In all the Protestant Sunday Schools there are 
about 154,000 children enrolled. Thus the total of 
children and youth receiving Christian education in 
some form or other is not less than 200,000.) 

In 1917-18 Japanese contributed for the support of 
the Christian schools, $365,000; the Mission Boards, 
$300,000 (Protestant only). Value of Protestant 
Mission school property, estimated at $4,438,000. 

Mission schools exist in Japan for two particular 
reasons: (1) To raise up and train Christian 
leadership ; (2) To evangelize by building up Chris- 
tian character. The kindergartens, primary schools, 
middie schools, girls’ high schools, night schools, 
higher departments, industrial schools, etc., founded 
by missions, do not serve primarily a Christian con- 
stituency, but exist rather for the purpose of mak- 
ing their constituency Christian. They are thus a 
direct evangelizing agency. All the mission schools 
can point with satisfaction to a considerable num- 
ber of prominent men and women leaders who 
were converted during their student days. If from 
20 to 30 per cent of those who enter become pro- 
fessing Christians before graduation, the result is 
considered gratifying. 

But the mission school justifies its existence still 
further in that it serves to break down prejudice 
against Christianity and disseminates throughout a 
wide area the influence of Christian ideals. 

Christian schools are now quite free to teach 
Christianity and Christian morals in course or out of 
course without let or hindrance. Graduates of mis- 
sion schools are not discriminated against in their 
competition for entrance into the higher schools, pro- 
vided only the Christian schools maintain the same 
standard as the Government schools. Some schools 
prefer the ‘compulsory,’ others the ‘‘voluntary” 
method of religious instruction, but, in the main, 
mission schools have regular hours of Bible instruc- 
tion and chapel services connected with the cur- 
riculum. While, because of the difficulty in meet- 
ing the expense involved in maintaining the Gov- 
ernment standards in equipment, staff and salaries, 
mission schools must generally take third or at best 
second place in the choice of applicants, it is never- 
theless encouraging to find that the quality of schol- 
arship in the mission schools is increasingly good, 
the number of applicants is usually far larger than 
capacity, and the local officials and the public at 
large not infrequently commend their good influence 
in the community. 

CENTRAL OBJECT OF THE JAPANESE SCHOOL SYSTEM 
IN RecarpD TO MoRALS, AND THE CENTRAL MORAL 
OBJECT OF THE MISSION SCHOOLS. 

The Japanese Department of Education prides it- 
self on its claim that moral education forms an im- 
portant feature of the curriculum in all schools. 
While the Government disclaims any particular re- 
ligious basis for this, one familiar with the facts 
eannot escape the conviction that ‘“Mikado-ism” is 
the basis and source as well as the aim of it. Rea- 
son is added for this suspicion in the fact that the 
Bureau of Religions, which formerly belonged to the 
Department of Home Affairs, was (1913) trans- 
ferred to the Department of Education; this classi- 
fication of the Bureau which supervises all the ec- 
clesiastical affairs of the country (Christianity in- 
cluded) has, in reality, the effect of giving predom- 
inance to the influence of Shinto-ism in the schools, 
and Shintoism is of all the religions of Japan most 

congenial to what we term Mikadoism. 

Inquiring further into the basis of the moral in 
struction in the schools, we find that it rests en- 
tirely on the Mikado’s word, namely, The Imperial 
Rescript on Education. This is freauently read to 
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the pupils, who are required to listen standing, with 
head reverently bowed, as if in the presence of the 
Deity. This Rescript is so vital to Japanese moral 
education, that I shall read it: 9 

“Know ye, our subjects: Our Imperial ancestors 
have founded our Empire on a basis broad and 
everlasting and have deeply and firmly implanted 
virtue; our subjects ever united in loyalty and filial 
piety have from generation to generation illustrated 
the beauty thereof. This is the glory of the funda- 
mental character of our empire, and herein also 
lies the source of our education. Ye, our subjects, 
be filial to your parents, affectionate to your broth- 
ers and sisters; as husbands and wives be _ har- 
monious; as friends, true; bear yourselves in mod- 
esty and moderation; extend your benevolence to all; 
pursue learning and cultivate arts, and thereby de- 
velop intellectual faculties and perfect moral powers ; 
furthermore, advance public good and further com- 
mon interests; always respect the constitution and 
observe the laws; should emergency arise, offer 
yourselves courageously to the state; and thus guard 
and maintain the prosperity of our Imperial throne 
coequal with heaven and earth. So shall ye not only 
be our good and faithful subjects, but render illus- 
trious the best traditions of your forefathers. 

“The way here set forth is indeed the teaching 
bequeathed by our imperial ancestors, to be observed 
alike by their descendants and the subjects, infalli- 
ble for all ages and true in all places. It is our 
wish to lay it to heart in all reverence, in common 
with you, our subjects, that we may all thus at- 
tain to the same virtue. 

“The 30th day of the 10th month of the 28rd year 
of Meiji. 5 

“Imperial Sign Manual. Imperial Seal.” 


There will be little difference of opinion in regard 
to the dignity and beauty of the edict; but I leave 
you to judge of its adequacy to form the moral 
foundation of an entire system of education. It is as 
we Americans should take the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence or Linecoln’s Speech at Gettysburg as the 
epitome of all morality. The Christian will at once 
detect the futility in the promulgation of a list of 
moral duties without any religious sanction for the 
performance of the same. A Japanese might retort 
that religious sanction does exist in the peculiar 
reverence in which he holds his Emperor. But the 
fact is that this superlative form of emperor wor- 
ship must eventually yield before the influx of scien- 
tific study, of democracy and internationalism, and 
is thus but a foundation of shifting sand. In fact, 
already, Japanese educators themselves are acknowl- 
edging that, in spite of the moral instruction pro- 
vided in the schools, the morals of the youth are 
rather deteriorating, and that some religious basis 
must be discovered to render their moral injunc- 
tions operative and effective. With this in mind, 
the Vice-Minister of Education has -twice held in- 
formal conferences with representatives of Shinto- 
ism, Buddhism and Christianity (!!) to enlist the 
services of ‘‘religionists’’ in the cause of bettering 
public morals. Whatever might have been the case 
in ancient time, the simple enjoining of “‘loyalty” 
and ‘‘filial piety’? by Imperial edict is generally con- 
ceded to be altogether inadequate for the Japanese 
young men and women of today amid the complex- 
ity of modern life and its attendant dangers and 
problems. Something broader and deeper, more uni- 
versally applicable, more spontaneous and less legal- 
istic—in short, what you and I would term vital 
religion, must grip the heart of the rising generation 
of Japan if it is to be thoroughly furnished for the 
moral stress of this age. This fundamental maxim 
of all genuine education must be, “‘The fear of God 
is the beginning of wisdom.” 

In my opinion, the Japanese Department of Edu- 
cation has made two fundamental errors in (1) try- 
ing to make religion subservient to a national ideal, 
a mere means to a narrowly national end; and (2) 
at the same time trying to cut away all connection 
between religion and morality in its educational 
scheme, leaving its much vaunted “moral instruc- 
tion” a lifeless letter without the spirit to fulfil it. 

From what has been said, it is not difficult to un- 
derstand why the criticism has been often launched 
against the Christian schools that they denationalize 
the pupils. Mikadoism if it means Cesar worship 
cannot be compounded with Christianity, nor can 
the Christian compromise with it. But there is no 
truth in the charge that the mission schools dena- 
tionalize their pupils. We think that this criticism 
arises from a misapprehension of Christianity and 
its teachings in regard to the ruler and the state on 
the one hand, and, on the other hand, from the 
tendency to an exaggerated and one-sided type of 
patriotism peculiar to Japan. The aim of the mis- 
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sion schools is to turn out men and women whose 
characters are dominated by the spirit of Christ— 
the spirit of sacrifice, service and devotion—who have 
a deep sense of responsibility to God (first) and to 
their fellowmen in the divinely appointed spheres 
of family, society and the state. Japanese patriot- 
ism cannot justly find fault with the Christian ideal. 
Christian education seeks not in the least to weak- 
en the national passion, but to hallow it, so that it 
shall never descend to the level of mere fanaticism 
in time of war, nor of narrow and selfish national- 
ism in time of prosperity, but shall-at all times ex- 
press itself in constructive labor by the eradication 
of vice, corruption, and superstition, for the public 
good, striving to make the nation powerful by vir- 
tue of being righteous, and great through service. 


THE OUTLOOK. 


The outlook for Christian schools in Japan _ is 
bright. Every grade from the kindergarten to the 
university is a fair field for Christian cultivation if 
the churches here in America will but rise to the op- 
portunity and supply the men and women and the 
financial means. More Christian schools are needed: 
kindergartens, primary schools, middle schools, girls’ 
schools, higher schools, and colleges for men and 
women; the standard of theological and Bible train- 
ing schools must be elevated and their equipment 
improved, 

Up to the present time, the Government has 
monopolized the higher schools, but now has thrown 
open this field also and invites private enterprise. 
True, it has laid down certain financial conditions 
which are hard for the missions to meet. But the 
missions can and must meet them, if not separately, 
then unitedly. 

And, as has been remarked, the Government has 
tacitly left to private enterprise half of the higher 
educational work of the nation, and by no means 
the lesser half, namely, that for women. Here is a 
unique opportunity with the farthest reaching pos- 
sibilities for the Church, the nation, and especially 
the home. 

There is at the present time a renewed interest 
in education, a testing of methods, and pretty gen- 
eral dissatisfaction with that part of the system 
which has to do with morals. There is more than a 
tacit admission that in some way religion must have 
a place in the building of character in the schools, 
A clear call comes to the Church to demonstrate the 
adequacy of Christian education to meet the situa- 
ticn. Will she do it? Will she provide henceforth 
as she has provided in the past, only in greatly in- 
creased measure as her opportunity is proportion- 
ately vaster? 


To LUTHERANS. 


We Lutherans have an obligation to fulfil in the 
sphere of Christian education in Japan. This con- 
tribution we have begun—but only begun—to make. 
What we have done must be but the promise of far 
greater things to come. 

Our Kyushu Gakuin in Kumamoto, South Japan, is 
a middle school, that is, a school for boys from the 
age of twelve to seventeen. It has an enrollment of 
550. The fifth class was graduated this year, and 
the tenth admitted. The school occupies ground and 
buildings and has equipment totaling in value over a 
quarter of a million dollars. The scholarship and 
discipline are of a high order, and the school en- 
joys a good reputation among schools of the same 
grade in Kyushu and among Christian schools in gen- 
eral. Among other evidences of this is the fact that 
this year over three times as many boys applied for 
admission as could be accommodated. We are justly 
proud of Kyushu Gakuin. 

But (and here the adversative conjunction is very 
emphatic) are Lutherans content to stop here? One 
of the main reasons why this middle school was 
needed was to enlist and train young men for the 
Gospel ministry. The time has now come when 
the small theological seminary, which to date has 
been a department of the middle school, must be 
separated from it and placed on an independent 
basis. The very perpetuation of our mission de- 
pends on this seminary; while the fact is that 
the seminary is the weakest point in our. whole 
policy. To build and equip a good seminary is the 
first and imperative duty of our Church; $100,000 
is required for this undertaking. 

Furthermore, while we have made a start in 
boys’ education, we have done nothing whatsoever 
for the Christian education of Japanese girls. It 
is self-evident that no mission can afford to be with- 
out a girls’ school. On such a school depends our 
hope of securing Bible women and Christian teach- 
ers for our kindergartens. All the other missions 
have long since entrenched themselves firmly in this 
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Conditions in Central Europe 


° BY REV. H. J. SCHUCH. 


N the tenth of December last I returned from 
O the longest and saddest journey of my life. 

During five months I traveled by land and sea 
approximately 10,000 miles and saw and_ heard 
enough misery to do me the rest of my life. It was 
but natural that the Lutherans of the new world 
should be interested in the great work of relief and 
reconstruction abroad, seeing that of the 70,000,000 
Lutherans of the world about one-half live on the 
territory immediately involved in the world war. 
The National Lutheran Council of America, repre- 
senting almost the entire Lutheran Church of the 
United States and Canada, determined to send com- 
missioners abroad to make a careful survey of the 
actual conditions, to convey the greetings and sym- 
pathies of the Lutherans of the new world to their 
sadly afflicted brethren in central Europe and to 
offer such’ financial assistance as they were able 
to give. Dr. J. A. Morehead, the president of Roa- 
noke College of Salem, Va., was appointed as the 
chairman of this commission. The other members, 
besides Prof. M. J. Stolee, who was already in 
Europe, having gone there in the interest of soldiers 
and soldiers’ welfare, were Dr. S. G. Youngert, pro- 
fessor of theology in the seminary of the Swedish 
Augustana Synod of Rock Island, Ill.; Dr. George 
Taylor Rygh, associate editor of the Lutheran Sur- 
vey, from Columbia, S. C.; Rev. G. A. Fandrey, a 
pastor of the Iowa Synod from Chicago, IIl., and 
myself. 

When the executive committee of the Council ap- 
plied to the State Department at Washington for 
passports for this commission they were told that 
for the present we would have to be content with 
a representation of three and these would have to 
confine their efforts to France, making Paris their 
headquarters, in the hope that there they would be 
able to meet representative men from the other 
countries that were to be visited and thus to gather 
a great deal of valuable information. Accordingly 
Dr. Morehead, Dr. Youngert and Rev. Fandrey sailed 
from New York on the fifth of June, went to France, 
which has a nominal Lutheran population of 100,000 
besides the 800,000 Lutherans of Alsatia, which is 
now also a part of France. Here they found a very 
sad situation. A number of Lutheran churches, 
parsonages and schools had been destroyed and the 
people were suffering great distress. After render- 
ing such assistance as under the circumstances 
seemed called for, they endeavored to reach the other 
countries that were to be visited, but found it next 
to impossible to do so. Dr. Morehead, who by the 
way developed a wonderful aptitude for slipping 
through where ordinary people stuck fast, succeeded 
through the kindly influences of the president of 
the new Polish republic, Mr. Paderewski, and mak- 
ing use of a diplomatic train between Paris and 
Warsaw, in getting into Poland. There he found 
an indescribably sad_ situation. The contending 
armies, the Russians, Austrians, Italians and Ger- 
mans, had see-sawed back and forth over the coun- 
try until it was nothing but a dreary waste. About 
100,000 of the male population who had not been 
drafted into the army, were banished into the heart 
of Russia, leaving their women and children behind. 
Shortly after the women and children were sent on 
the same sad journey, in search of their husbands 
and fathers, many of whom they never found, but 
drifted about as hopeless wrecks. The train would 
stop for a half day every now and then to give op- 
portunity to bury the children who had perished on 
the way. 

After the fighting was over the remnants of this 
refugee host drifted back in search of their erst- 
while happy homes and found nothing but ruins, 
not a building for shelter, no domestic animals, no 
implements for cultivating the soil, no seed for plant- 
ing, little clothing and no food except such as the 
forest and the heath offered, and winter fast ap- 
proaching. It was then that our chairman, Dr. More- 
head, issued his touching appeal, ‘‘Send clothing to 
Poland.’”” And so whole-hearted was the response 
to this appeal that some 2,000,000 pounds were sent 
abroad, and I am happy to say that a great part 
of this material reached its destination in time to 
save this freezing and starving multitude from the 
rigors of a Polish winter. 

Meanwhile Dr. Youngert and Rey. Fandrey made 
their way across England to Sweden in the hope 


that they might be able from the north to penetrate_ 


into the other countries that were to be visited. 


There they met representative men from Finland and 
the Baltic states. In Finland the Reds had done 
fiendish work. It was the same sad story of Poland 
over again. Whole villages obliterated, churches, 
parsonages and school houses burned, thousands of 
innocent, peace-loving inhabitants either cruelly mur- 
dered or driven into exile, scores of pastors put to 
death by such methods as only the devils in hell 
could have invented. Think of stripping a man 
stark naked in mid-winter, and a Finnish winter 
at that, tying him to a sled, dragging him for miles 
over the ice and then. drowning him, or cutting a 
wound crosswise over a man’s breast, rubbing salt 
into the wound and then letting the victim miser- 
ably perish. Some of the methods that were em- 
ployed in putting these martyrs to death would not 
dare to be rehearsed before this audience. It puts 
one back two thousand years in the history of the 
Church, as though the days of Nero and the persecu- 
tions of the early Christians had returned. 

And over ip the Baltic States the situation was 
equally bad. Take for instance Riga, the largest city 
of the Baltic States. Before the war it had a popula- 
tion of about 600,000. By war, famine and pestilence 
this population has been reduced to about 150,000, 
The hospitals of Riga were overflowing with the 
wrecks of the revolution, with typhus and smallpox 
patients. And these hospitals were stripped of every 
facility for carrying on their humanitarian work. 
They had neither medicines nor surgical supplies. 
Our commissioners in Stockholm, which was the 
nearest base of supplies, purchased 10,000 kronen 
worth of material for these sorely distressed institu- 
tions. But it was a question how to get these goods 
across because the Swedish government could issue 
no clearance papers to a vessel that was to stop at 
Riga, the city being under quarantine. At last our 
representatives found a Christian merchant who 
owned a vessel and agreed that at his own risk, with- 
out clearance papers, he would endeavor to get this 
material across to the sorely distressed city. And 
under the merciful providence of God he succeeded, 
and we afterwards got a very fine letter of acknowl- 
edgement from the mayor of the city and from the 
authorities of the hospitals telling us how much they 
appreciated our good offices in their sad hour of dis- 
tress. This merchant afterwards repeated the experi- 
ment until he himself contracted the contagion of 
typhus and died as a martyr to the cause of suffer- 
ing humanity. 

But it soon became evident that these three men, 
for Prof. Stolee had in the meantime returned again 
to the United States, could not, in the short space of 
a few.months, make anything like a careful survey 
of the whole territory that was to be visited. There 
was Finland, Russia, Germany, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Hungary, Austria, Poland, Roumania, Jugo-Slovakia, 
and the Ukraine, besides France. Accordingly a eall 
was issued for the two remaining members of the 
Commission to proceed at once to Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, where they were to meet the other Commis- 
sioners. Dr. Rygh and myself sailed from New York 
July 25 on the Norwegian steamer “Stavangerfjord” 
and after a ten days very pleasant voyage, passing 
north of Scotland between the Faroe and Shetland 
islands, landed on the west coast of Norway at the 
city of Bergen. Thence we threaded our way south 
among the countless islands that skirt the western 
shore of that rugged country, rounded the southern 
point of Norway and steamed up the beautiful Chris- 
tiania Fjord to Christiania, the capital. Thence we 
proceeded south by rail crossing over the range of 
mountains that separate Norway from Sweden. From 
Sweden we crossed over the sound into that garden- 
spot of Europe, Denmark, and put up at the hotel 
“Kongen af Danmark’? in Copenhagen. There we 
waited for the other commissioners to show up. We 
waited until we got tired and then we waited consider- 
ably longer; and if there is one thing that we learned 
real well during our European trip it was this thing 
of waiting. For in Europe at this time when a man 
is in a hurry they just let him wait until his hurry 
is over. One day, just as our patience was about 
exhausted, we got a telegram from Paris informing 
us that our good chairman had succeeded in making 
his way back from Warsaw to Paris and was making 
use of the first through train between Paris and Ber- 
lin on his way to Copenhagen. And about the same 
time we got a letter from Dr. Youngert telling us 
that he too was on his way across to Copenhagen 
to attend the meeting of our commission. Rev. Fan- 
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drey could not come as he had no passport to Den- 
mark, and went directly from Sweden to Germany to 
attend a very important meeting at Hermansburg. 
At this first meeting the territory was divided. Dr. 
Rygh, a Norwegian, and Dr. Youngert, a Swede, 
were to take the northern countries, Rev. Fandrey 
and myself, both being conversant with German, 
were to visit Germany, Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary 
and Austria, and Dr. Morehead was to return to 
Poland and complete the work he had there begun. 

So it was up to me to get permission to enter Ger- 
many. As our country was theoretically still at war 
with Germany and Uncle Sam could not guarantee 
the safety of one of his citizens on the enemy’s terri- 
tory, I knew it would be useless for me to apply to 
the American consul at Copenhagen, and so I con- 
cluded I would see what I could do with the German 
consul. Count von Spee was in charge of the Ger- 
man consulate at Copenhagén. After waiting in a 
very crowded and stuffy anteroom for several hours 
I was admitted into his presence, and explained the 
nature of my mission. I must have been one of the 
first Americans who applied for permission to enter 
Germany from Denmark and he felt as though he 
could not act on the matter himself, but must turn 
it over to some one else, higher up. So he said with 
rather a long face: ‘‘I suppose we will have to refer 
this matter to Berlin.” I knew that if my applica- 
tion were referred to Berlin I could go back to my 
hotel and wait two or three weeks longer. And I 
had done about all the waiting that I cared to do. 
I had come to Europe to do at least a little something 
else besides wait, so I said: “Herr Graf, this is a 
very important mission on which I am employed. 
We have relief funds to distribute. We have left 
some of these funds in France, Finland and the 
Baltic States, and we have some that we would like 
to distribute in Germany, Hungary and Austria.” 
When he heard that there was to be something for 
the Fatherland, that put a different face on the sit- 
uation, and with a smile he said: ‘“‘Well, possibly we 
could fix up the matter right here,” and it was not 
five minutes until I had his stamp of approval and 
signature. So I had privilege to slip through the 
lines. But I did so at my own risk without any 
guarantee of protection on the part of my own goy- 
ernment. But I felt just as safe on the streets of 
Berlin, Leipzig or Dresden as in New York, Phila- 
delphia or Chicago. Only once I came in contact 
with the police. And that was not because I had 
done anything seriously wrong but rather because I 
had neglected to do something. You know there are 
sins of omission as well as of commission. The thing 
came about in this way. When you land in a Ger- 
man city about the first thing you are supposed to 
do is to report at police headquarters and tell them 
who you are, where you have come from, what your 
business is, where you are lodging, how long you 
intend to remain and where you intend going when 
you leave. Now when I put up at a hotel the clerk 
attended to all this, and I paid no further attention 
to it. But when we were at Leipzig we were the 
guests of the Mission House and I forgot all about 
reporting to the police. One day Mrs. Dr. Paul 
called me aside and said: ‘‘Reverend, the police have 
sent after you.” Well, I knew what they wanted, 
so I took my passport and went down to headquar- 
ters. When the officer in charge sa wthe O. K. stamp 
of Graf von Spee he just added his own and that was 
all there was to it. Then he sent me down to a cer- 
tain office to get my cards. Let me explain what 
he meant. About the first thing you need today, 
after landing on German soil, is a government per- 
mission to eat. All staple food is given out on the 
ration basis. The government issues cards of bread, 
meat, potatoes, butter, and milk. You can get lux- 
uries without cards, provided you have the price, but 
you can’t get a particle of staple food without cards 
no matter how much money you have. 

This brings me to the food situation. Germany, 
on account of its increasing population and limited 
‘territory, even in peace time, could not produce 
enough food to take care of its 70,000,000 people. It 
kad to import food. But during the war, and even 
after the armistice, her ports were blockaded and no 
food was allowed to enter the country. While in 
Berlin I made it my business to read up on the food 
situation and found that during the blockade not less 
than 1,000,000 human beings died from undernutri- 
tion, that is, they starved to death. By far the 
greater part of this million were children who per- 
ished for lack of milk. Milk is so scarce even now 
in Germany that it is forbidden: by law to give whole 
milk to adults. 
many I got one glass of milk and that was skim 
milk. I was told by an old gentleman in Dresden 
that during this terrible blockade for weéks they had 
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-a cent and a half. 
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absolutely nothing to eat but turnips, or cow beets. 
They would eat turnips until they became nauseated. 
Then they would eat nothing for a day or two and 
then start in again on turnips because there was 
nothing else. Over in upper Austria Rey. Fandrey 
visited an orphans’ home of about 200 children in 
charge of Lutheran deaconesses. The Sister in charge 
took him through the wards and showed him the 
wasted forms of the starving children and said as 
the tears came to her eyes: “The doctor tells us not 
to feed these children any more turnips but to give 
them meat, potatoes and bread. But we have abso- 
lutely nothing but turnips and I am not sure that 
we have turnips enough to last us until we can raise 
a new crop. Over in Czecho-Slovakia, Bohemia, I 
found an orphanage, the house-father of which had 
been drafted into the army. His plucky wife deter- 
mined to keep the institution running to save the 
children. Then the Czech government came and 
requisitioned for the use of the army all her domes- 
tic animals, and she had nothing but what she and 
the children dug out of the truck patch. The poor 
children were half fed and half clothed and the treas- 
urer of the institution gave it to me in a letter that 
they were so overburdened with debt and their credit 
was so completely exhausted that he saw nothing to 
do but to close the institution and turn the children 
on the street and that meant they would starve to 
death. The sisters in these institutions had reduced 
their own rations to one meal a day in order to save 
a little food for the children. Over in the city of 
Eger, Bohemia, Rev. Fisher told me that in the 
so-called Erzgebirge, a range of mountains between 
Saxony and Bohemia, thousands would starve to 
death because nothing could be done to save them. 
Most of the children who were still able to go to 
school went without any breakfast and many were 
no longer able to go because they were so weak from 
lack of food that they were not able to walk. The 
red cheeks have vanished from Germany. Gaunt 
famine stalks through the land. For want of proper 
food the children are growing up as weakly dwarfs. 
Tuberculosis is increasing at an alarming rate. In 
the city of Vienna out of every thousand babies that 
were born last year over eight hundred died before 
the year was up. ‘They were starved before they 
were born, and when they were born the springs of 
life for them had dried up and there was absolutely 
no substitute for mothers’ milk. 

The food situation is desperate, but the fuel situa- 
tion is at least equally bad. Before the war Germany 
had some of the finest coal mines in Europe. But 
she lost these mines, and from the few that she still 
has left by the terms of the armistice she is com- 
pelled to deliver millions of tons to the Allies, and 
then to cap the climax, her miners went on strike 
and there was a coal famine in all central Europe. 
For ten days at a stretch there was not a single pas- 
senger train moved in all Germany for lack of coal. 
In the mission house at Leipzig they were cutting 
down the shade trees to use them as fuel. Stove 
wood was sold by weight. There was not a single 
room in the mission house heated, except the kitchen 
and the room which had been reserved for their 
American guests. In our room stood a tile stove that 
reached from the floor almost to the ceiling. In the 
morning the maid would bring up a little bundle of 
faggots and a few brikets of coal that I could have 
put into my overcoat pockets, built a fire, and when 
the coal was aglow she would shut off the stove air 
tight and that was all that stove got that day. It 
never got hot but gave off just enough heat to take 
the chill off the room. You could stand with your 
back against that stove and there was not the least 
danger of singing your clothes. Not a railroad coach 
was heated. Over in Vienna fuel was so scarce that 
the city authorities issued permits to each family to 
carry home on their backs 60 pounds of wood from 
the Wiener wald, several miles from the city, not 
twice a day, nor twice a week, but twice a month. 
How far would you get in midwinter with an allow- 
ance of that much fuel? pe 

And because there was no coal the factories all 
over Germany and Austria were idle. There was no 
way for people to earn a living, and the government 
of Germany was doling out six marks a day to the 
out-of-works. Although this was a mere pittance to 
the individual, especially in view of the fact that all 
commodities had raised enormously in price, yet in 
the aggregate it was burdening the public treasuries 
with an intolerable debt, and everybody was talking 
about the impending state bankruptcy. 

All central Europe is so impoverished by the war 
that their currency is practically worthless. ‘The 
German mark, that once was worth about twenty- 
five cents, sank so low that it was worth only about 
The Austrian money is not worth 
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the paper it is printed on. For $100,000 which the 
National Lutheran Council sent over to relieve a very 
urgent need in Poland we got a little over 15,000,000 
Polish marvks. An income in the city of Vienna 
which, expressed in American money, was worth 
$5,000, is at the present rate of exchange worth only 
$88. -A trained nurse earning 15 kronen a day is 
making the magnificent wages of five cents a day. 
Suppose a German merchant goes abroad to buy food 
how much ean he buy with that kind of money? 
Suppose an Austrian manufacturer goes abroad to 
buy raw material, what can he buy with that kind 
of money? Work is the only thing that will save 
Central Europe from such a calamity as the world 
has not seen in a thousand years. But how can they 
work without material, and how can they get ma- 
terial without money or credit? Unless the whole 
world gets busy to relieve this awful situation, God 
only knows what the consequences will be. If the 
corpses of those who have already perished from 
famine and disease in consequence of the war were 
laid head to feet it would make a string long enough 
to encircle the globe. There never was such a situa- 
tion and thé end is not yet. If you lived in the lower 
end of a village and a fire broke out in the upper 
end, would you sit down quietly and smoke your 
pipe because it is not your house that is burning 
and the fire is way in the upper end of town? How 
long will it take if the wind blows from the right 
direction until the burning embers land on your own 
roof? Then you would get busy. You had better 
gotten busy a little earlier. Not to speak of humani- 
tarian reasons, of Christian sympathy, mere selfish- 
ness should prompt us to take an active part in this 
work of relief in the war-swept countries of central 
Europe. Our own safety is at stake. First war and 
then famine and then pestilence, this is the devil’s 
trio. We failed to confine the war to those countries 
where it first broke out. In the high cost of living 
we are just getting a little taste of famine and the 
influenza gave us an idea of what pestilence is. To- 
day the world is threatened with an epidemic of 
typhus, tuberculosis and other infectious diseases the 
enormity of which but few realize. 

And now let me say a few words on the political 
situation. I am not a politician. The fact is I have 
very little sympathy with polities. My conviction is 
that the average politician is at least a nuisance if 
not a curse, and that the world would be a great 
deal better off if it had fewer politicians and more 
yeal statesmen. But a man can not spend several 
months in a foreign country without getting a gen- 
eral idea of the political situation. We were not to 
investigate the political situation and yet we could 
not ignore it. As you know in nearly all Central 
Europe the monarchical form of government has 
given place to the republican. But many of these 
new republics have a very precarious existence. 
They have yet to demonstrate their ability to live. 
In Germany, for instance, the republic is a very 
weak affair. It is a compromise between monarchy 
and socialism, and if it fails there is likely to be a 


death grapple between monarchy and_ bolshevism 
which may drench all Germany in blood. Anarchy, 
or bolshevism, is the real danger in all Central 


Europe. And this’ is traceable largely to economic 
causes. When an honest man is no longer able to 
make an honest living, when he is no longer able 
to earn bread, clothing and shelter for wife and 
children, what else can you expect than that he 
will lose his reason and grab at anything that 
offers relief, no matter how crazy it, is. : 

But I know that you are more interested in the 
ecclesiastical situation of Central Europe than in the 
political or economic. You are aware of the fact 
that before the war in nearly all countries of Europe 
the Church was an institution of the state. The state 
erected the houses of worship and kept them in re- 
pairs. The state paid the salaries of the pastors and 
provided for their education. Whatever was neces- 
sary for the upkeep of the church was simply added 
to the tax duplicate and everybody, whether he was 
a Christian, Jew or heathen, had to pay his propor- 
tionate share. But this has all been changed, espe- 
cially in Germany. There is no longer a state Church 
and no one can be compelled to pay for the support 
of the Church and her institutions. Whilst in_ the 
long run this separation of State and Church will be 
a blessing, for it always was an unnatural thing to 
yoke these two institutions together, yet for the 
present and in the near future it will result in many 
hardships. Thousands will be glad to be rid of a 
burden which they never carried willingly and thou- 
sands of others who love the Church and would gladly 
contribute to her support will be so poor that they 
will have all they can do to keep body and soul to- 
gether and will be able to give little or nothing for 


such as the world has never seen. 
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the support of the Church. The Church will have to 
undergo a complete reorganization. Up to this time 
she was largely under the control of men who had 
little or no interest in and sympathy for her real 
mission, who looked upon her more or less as a tool 
for the outward control of the masses. Let us hope 
that all this will’ be changed for the better and her 
government will be more in keeping with her spirit- 
ual mission. But there will be many difficult prob- 
Jems to solve and rugged hills to climb, and severe 
storms to weather before the new era is fully ushered 
in. 

In spite of all the rationalism that has been taught 
at German universities and preached from German 
pulpits, there is a deep undercurrent of religious 
conviction in the German people. We met many de- 
vout Christians and good Lutherans in the Father- 
land. As it is in all the world, there is a great deal 
of precious grain among the chaff, and this terrible 
whirlwind which is now sweeping over Central Eu- 
rope will be apt to separate the one from the other. 
Now is the time when we Lutherans of the new 
world should get busy to strengthen the conservative 
forces in their fight against infidelity and false doc- 
trine. It is to be feared that all Europe will be 
overrun with a wave of religious fanaticism. The 
very foundations of Gospel truth will be called in 
question. Germany has been the schoolmaster of the 
world, but her teaching has not always been safe and 
sound along religious lines. We can not be indiffer- 
ent to her future for it is too intimately connected 
with the future of the whole world. 

In reviewing the ecclesiastical situation of Central 

Europe we cannot overlook her inner-mission and 
benevolent work. Especially Germany is covered with 
a perfect network of benevolent institutions. Her 
orphanages, homes for the aged, for epileptics, ecrip- 
ples and incurables have been the models for all 
Protestant Christianity. Almost without exception 
we found these institutions in financial distress. By 
the general impoverishment of the country their re- 
ceipts were materially decreased, and by the rise in 
the price of skilled labor and all commodities their 
expenses were very considerably increased. Many of 
these institutions were on the verge of financial col- 
lapse. If Germany ever needed these institutions she 
needs them now when the whole country is flooded 
with unfortunates who are thrown upon public char- 
ity. There are toduy not less than 500,000 war 
widows, 1,000,000 war orphans and 500,000 cripples 
and consumptives demanding support. To have the 
institutions of mercy in the Fatherland go under at 
this time would be like paralyzing a man’s right 
arm. The National Lutheran Council has already 
sent over 2,500,000 marks to save these institutions. 
But this will take care only of the most urgent needs 
for the present. We found the orphanage at Halle 
swamped with applications to receive orphans from 
all over Germany and the Baltic States. The director 
told us: ‘““We are not able to properly feed and clothe 
the two hundred children that we have; how can we 
take in any more.’ In upper Austria we found an 
orphanage where the children had for months had 
nothing to eat but turnips. In Bohemia we found 
one where the treasurer thought there was nothing 
left but to close the institution and turn the children 
into the street to starve. Near Leipzig we found an 
old folks home where for lack of fuel the inmates 
had to be kept in bed most of the time. 
_ The foreign mission work of the Lutheran Church 
in Central Europe is in a most distressing situation. 
All the German missionaries in British colonies have 
either been interned or sent home, and the fields 
where they have done such a blessed work for over 
a hundred years are left without supervision and are 
in imminent danger of utter ruin or of going into 
non-Lutheran hands. By the low value of the cur- 
reney of all the countries involved in the war the 
mission societies are no longer able to meet their 
financial obligations. It takes from ten to fifteen 
times as many Finnish or German marks to meet 
these obligations as before the war. On this account 
the National Lutheran Council added to its budget 
of $1,500,000 for relief, $800,000 as an emergency 
fund to take care of the foreign mission situation, 
and every cent of it will be needed. 

It is not a question of taking care of thousands, 
nor hundreds of thousands, but of millions who are 
in physical and spiritual distress. With every pass- 
ing month the ery “Come over and help us” becomes 
louder and. more insistent. After every Christian and 
humanitarian agency have done their utmost there 
will still be misery enough left. It is a situation 

I If ever ther as 
a time when faith should show itself by yoeka font 
is the time. “He that giveth to the poor lendeth to 
the Lord.” That ought to be a safe investment, 


Luther League of lowa 


Sixteenth Annual Convention, Clinton, Ia., June 18-20, 1920 | 


BY EVELYN JOHNSON 


CONVENTION unequaled in spirit 

and enthusiasm, and full of helpful 

discussions and exchange of ideas for 
more suceccssful leagues, was that of the 
State Luther League of Iowa, in session 
at Clinton, June 18, 19 and 20. 

The first afternoon session was given 
over to the presenting of “Luther League 
Problems.” The subject was practically 
presented as follows: “The Advisability 
of Holding Devotional Meetings During 
July and August,” R. K. Lampie, Dubuque; 
“Should the Luther League Hold a Social 
Hour Previous to the Devotional Hour Sun- 
day Evening?” Evelyn Johnson, Des 
Moines; “Can the Luther League Conduct 
an Evening Service Helpful to the Entire 
Church?” Earl Thompson, Clinton; “How 
Can the Luther League Interest Newly 
Confirmed Members?” Florence Johansen, 
Burlington. | 

Friday evening the delegates heard Rev. 
Paul H. Andreen, of Des Moines, upon the 
theme, “The Real Life.” 

Saturday morning facts were dealt with, 
and the actual experiences of the four most 
important committees of a League were 
presented. The Devotional, Membership, 
Social and Financial Committees _ were 
well discussed. 

Saturday afternoon was given over to 
general convention business, with the ad- 
dition of three papers. The first was “The 
Worth of Tithing,” by Alvin Bremer, of 
Cedar Rapids, and was not theory but the 
real experience of the members of one 
League who are conscientious tithers. 
“How Can the Luther League Help to Al- 
lay the Unrest Which So Largely Possesses 
the World Today?” was the subject of a 
most fair-minded paper presented by Mer- 
ton Memler of Iowa City, who suggested 
the practice of Christian ideals, and due 
emphasis on the fact that “we are our 
brother’s keeper.” ‘Prayer, an Asset to 
Christian Work,” was prepared by Hilda 
Atzen of Cedar Rapids. The keynote of 
this paper was the fact that prayer is the 
strong foundation upon which a strong 
League should be builded. 

According to custom, the Saturday after- 
noon session was followed by a picnic. This 
was preceded by a trip down the Missis- 
sippi River to a summer camp on the II- 
linois side. The moonlight trip up the 
river was the happy ending of the day. 

On Sunday the delegates visited the Sun- 
day School classes of the Church. 


At the regular Luther League hour, the 
final busincss of the convention was passed 
upon. Items passed were as follows: Mr. 
Earl Hansen of Clinton, Iowa, was chosen 
to represent the State Luthcr League of 
Iowa at the National Luther League con- 
vention in Fort Wayne, Ind. An Exten- 
sion Committee, one for the eas‘ern part 
and one for the western part of the state, 
will endeavor to increase our mzm>ership 
in the coming year. It was determined to 
pay all debts to the National organization 
and to raise a budget during the year 
which will be ample to cover extension 
work, and provide convention speakers for 
our next convention. 

The new officers of the organization are: 
President, Pearl J. Anderson, Cedar, Rap- 
ids; Vice-President, Alvina Lorenzon, Clin- 
ton; Corresponding Secretary, R. K. Lam- 
pie, Dubuque; Recording Secretary, Harl 
Hansen, Clinton; Treasurer, Mildred Tay- 
lor, lowa City; Executive Board, John Ber- 
ger, Chairman, Cedar Rapids; Evelyn 
Johnson, Des Moines. : 


te 
THE CALL: OF THE, CHURGCE 
(Continued from page 10) 


misgivings will vanish eéven in the reflection of 
some of the joys of such service. What a tonic to our 
weak fatih are the personalities of such women as 
Miss Mabel Dysinger, Miss Akard, Mrs. Victor Me- 
Cauley, Dr. Kugler! 

And the girls are responding to the challenge of 
the Church. Out in Wisconsin a girl who joined the 
Lutheran Church after studyiug The History of the 
Reformation is ready to use her university train- 
ing in a Church college. Down in North Carolina 
two girls who have never been a hundred miles 
from home have their eyes fixed upon India. In Iowa 
a girl sees God’s guiding hand in the circumstances 
which make possible for her a medical training for 
foreign service. In Pennsylvania there studies with- 
in sight of the lovely hill on which Dr, David Day 
and Mrs. Day are buried, a college girl whose deep- 
est desire is to go to Africa. - 

Our young women are realizing what they want 
for themselves and what they want for others. And 
in my files I have letters from some score of -them 
who are seeking to devote their talents to the 
Church and its Leader, and in lines that are new to 
us—at least. As they set themselves seriously about 
their tasks they are going to train themselves in mind 
and spirit so that in years to come they may be 
adequate leaders. Every response they make to the 
needs of the Church at the present is training, too, 
that will help them be Christian leaders and mothers 
in a nobler Church. 

—s— 


“Bfficiency is not something we can go 
out and buy. It does not come in packages 
with directions for use. It is more like 
a plant; that is, it is something that grows; 
and it is like a plant in this, too, that the 
longer it takes to grow, the stronger and 
the more enduring it is.” 


Luther League of Indiana 


Twenty-third Annual Convention, Fort Wayne, July 13, 1920 
BY HILDA MUELLER. 


A. A. DAVIS. 


HE twenty-third annual convention of 
the Luther League of Indiana was 
held in Christ’s Lutheran Church, 

Fort Wayne, Rev. H. C. Hadley, pastor, on 
Tuesday, July 13, 1920. 

On account of the national convention 
being held at the same Church on Tuesday 
evening, only two sessions were held. 

The first session opened at 9 o’clock 
Tuesday morning, with opening service con- 
ducted by Rev. Wheadon. After the open- 
ing service a short business session was 
held, at which time committees were ap- 
pointed, reports were given and all busi- 
ness pertaining to the national convention 
was dispensed with. An adjourned session 
of the State convention was called for 
Thursday, July 15, at 1 p. m., to take care 
of such business as should come up during 
the national convention. 3 

The morning session closed with a short 
talk by Mr. Harry Hodges, General Secre- 
tary of the Luther League of America. 

The afternoon session opened at 1:30, 
with a prayer by Rev. Burk. At this time 
three new leagues were received into the 
. State League, namely, Zion Church, St. 
Mark’s Church and Salom Church, the lat- 
ter two of the Harlan charge. 

After the reports of the resolution and 
nominating committees were given, the 
election of officers for the coming year took 
place as follows: 


President—A. A. Davis, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 
Vice-President—Dorsey Fennig, New 


Corydon, Ind. 


Recording Secretary— Hilda Mueller, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Treasurer—W. F. Renz, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 

The following committees were then ap- 
pointed: 


Extension Committee—Miss Louise EIl- 
lig, chairman; Rev. Doering, Mr. O. C. C. 
Fetta, Miss Schorey, Miss Agnes Meerhalf. 

Junior Work—Mrs. Bert Shock, chair- 
man; Miss Letha Martin, Miss May Stone, 
Mr. Herman Gilbert. 

Inner Missions—Rev. George Beiswang- 
er, chairman; Miss Helen Yost, Miss Edith 
Hosler. 

Press Committee—Miss Edna Craig, Miss 
Ada Meyer, Mrs. R. B. Dunathan, Miss 
Metta Fellerman, Miss Katherine Kiefer. 

A. paper on “Mission Work Among the 
Chinese in the United States of America” 
was read by Miss Louise Ellig of Indian- 
apolis. 

The convention then closed after decid- 
ing to hold its next State convention at 
First Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 


aie es 
LUTHER’S REMAINS 

Several years ago, during the progress 
of the work of restoration of the old 
Castle Church in Wittenberg, under Wil- 
liam I., the latter gave orders not to dis- 
turb the remains of Martin Luther and 
Philip Melanchthon. The sexton, however, 
and an architect who later built the 
Church of the Redeemer at Jerusalem), 
concluded to find out whether there was 
any foundation for the popular legend that 
during the Smalcald war in 1547 Luther’s 
corpse had been unearthed and secretly 
buried in a field outside of the town in 
order to prevent its desecration by Duke 
Alva. They opened Luther’s tomb at night 
and got down to the coffin containing the 
body, and found the remains in a well-pre- 
served condition, entire and undisturbed. 
On the same day, February 14, 1892, the 
sexton made a report of this find and placed 
it in the archives of the Church. This re- 

port was lately made public. 


FOR BALD HEADS 
To produce hair on a bald head, soak 
the head in salt water until the hair gets 
dry and when it comes out for a drink 
grab it and tie it in a knot.—Temple 
Topics. 


Luther League of Minnesota 


Twentieth Annual Convention, Cannon Falls, Minn., June 28-30, 1920 


BY HILDER V. JOHNSON. 


REV. CARL BARTSCH. 


HE cordial and hospitable people of 

the First English Lutheran Church, 

of Cannon Falls, Rev. W. H. Wick- 
man, pastor, entertained the Minnesota 
State League at its twentieth convention, 
June 28, 29 and 30. 

The opening session was held Monday 
evening, June 28.. Rey. M. J. Bieber, D. D., 
Missionary Superintendent of the Synod 
of the Northwest, gave the opening ad- 
dress. His subject was ‘The Importance 
of a Luther League in a Congregation.” 
He spoke chiefly on the four characteristics 
of a Luther League, namely, spirituality, 
education, sociability and service. Dr. 
Bieber’s interest in League work was cer- 
tainly manifested by his address and con- 
veyed to us many beautiful thoughts and 
helpful suggestions to spur us on to a 
greater service in our League and Church. 

The first business scssion of the conven- 
tion was held on Tuesday morning. The 
opening service and meditation was con- 
ducted by Rey. H. L. Bosserman. The 
president of the local League, Mr. Lemvin 
Colbing, extended a most cordial welcome to 
the delegates. He then read a paper based 
upon the words of our Lord Jesus, “Ren- 
der unto Cesar the things which are 
Cesar’s, and unto God the things which 
are God’s.” It embodied our duty to God. 
The local pastor, Rev. W. H. Wickman, 
heartily welcomed the delegates in behalf 
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of the congregation. Rey. Carl H. Bartsch, 
president of the State League, responded, 
after which he called the meeting to order. 
The reports of the various officers were 
given and the necessary committees ap- 
pointed. 

At the afternoon session a most inter- 
esting and convincing talk was given by 
Rev. L. B. Deck on “Tithing.” He made 
every delegate there feel it his duty to be- 
come a tither. Miss Cora Clement of AI- 
bert Lea read a very enlightening paper 
entitled, “How to Interest the Luther 
Leaguer.” Many ideal suggestions and 
helps were given that could be applied in 
every League. 

Two very fine addresses were given at 
the evening service. The first was by the 
Rey. G. K. Rubrecht, the president of the 
Synod of the Northwest. He spoke on 
“Stewardship, Service and Sacrifice,” the 
ecntral theme of the convention. It was 
an address we shall never forget. The 
second was delivered by the religious editor 
of the Minneapolis Journal, Rev. J. R. Ol- 
son, on “Religion and the Press.” The 
need of advertising our Church was the 
message he brought. 


On Wednesday morning the last session 
was held. At this meeting the recommenda- 
tions of the president and seven resolu- 
tions were adopted. The election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year resulted as fol- 
lows: President, Rev. Carl H. Bartsch, of 
Minneapolis; First Vice-President, Mr. 
Melvin Colberg, of Cannon Falls; Second 
Vice-President, Rev. W. H. Wickman, of 
Cannon Falls; Recording Secretary, Miss 
Hilder Johnson, of Minneapolis; Statistical 
and Corresponding Secretary, Miss Cora’ 
Clement, of Albert Lea; and Treasurer, 
Mr. Walter Reinfeld, of Duluth. The 
president, Rev. Bartsch, and Dr. Bieber 
were elected delegates to represent Minne- 
sota at the National convention at Fort 
Wayne, Ind. At this session Miss Hilder 
Johnson of Minneapolis read a paper, en- 


titled, “What Stand Shall the Luther 
League Take in the Interchurch World 
Movement?” 


Many features helped to make this one 
of the finest conventions ever held. The 
speeches were inspiring and educational, 
the interest and enthusiasm above par. The 
outlook for the future is very promising 
for many of the resolutions and recom- 
mendations adopted provide for much more 
extension work to be done throughout the 
State within the next year. 


Luther League of Wisconsin 


Twenty-second Annual Convention, Oshkosh, Wis., June 29-30, 1920 
BY IDA A. MARQUARDT. 


REV. J. S. ALBERT. 


HE twenty-second annual convention 
: of the Luther League of Wisconsin 
opened on Tuesday evening, June 29, 
1920, in St. John’s Church, Oshkosh, Wis., 
the Rev. J. S, Albert, pastor, with the 
Vesper Service and sermon by the Rev. 
J. H. Dressler, Racine. Rev. Dressler em- 
phasized the great need of our young 
people to witness for Christ, especially in 
this age when science and so-called great 
minds are tending to cover the real facts 
which lead men to salvation. 


“SECOND SESSION—-WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

After the devotional services, the con- 
vention proceeded to business, consisting 
mainly of reports of officers and commit- 
tees. 

The report of the credentials committee 
‘showed sixty delegates, representing six- 
teen Leagues, present. A notable feature 
of this report was the large number of 
Leagues represented and the unusually 
large percentage of pastors present. 

The Marinette and Neenah Leagues were 
admitted into membership. 

The session was concluded with a very 
helpful round table discussion on the state 
of the Local Leagues. 

THIRD SESSION—-WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

After devotional services the officers 
were elected, resulting as follows: Presi- 
dent, The Rev. J. S. Albert, Oshkosh; Vice- 
President, Milton J. Haker, Madison; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Margaret Hen- 
necke, Milwaukee; Recording Secretary, 
Ann M. Christensen, Madison; Treasurer, 
Stanley Rindfleisch, Milwaukee; Members 
of the Executive Committee, Ben C. White, 


La Crosse, and the Rev. E. L. Moerke, Mil- 
waukee. 

The following very practical papers on 
local League work were read and discussed: 
“How to Get All of the Young People in 
the Congregation Interested in the League,” 
by Rey. J. F. Fedders, Milwaukee; “How 
to Put Every Leaguer to Work,” by Miss 
Adelaide Miller, Madison; “The Place of 
the Devotional Meeting and How to Make 
It a Success,” by Milton Haker, Madison. 

FOURTH SESSION—-WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Dr. J. M. Bieber, Synodical Superintend- 
ent of Missions, Minneapolis, delivered a 
powerful address on the subject, “The 
Place of the Luther League in the Local 
Congregation.” 

Below are some of the salient points 
noted: 

If a man wishes to remain young he 
must be a Luther Leaguer. 

It is due largely to Luther Leaguers that 
we have a United Lutheran Church today. 

There should not be too many organiza- 
tions in a Church. 

The Luther League embraces spiritual- 
ity, education, sociability, service. 

The Bible must be opened to young 
people in the home. Learn to pray. The 
Luther League should teach young people 
how to pray. 

The pastor should spend a few minutes 
at the close of each meeting asking pithy 
questions that all Lutherans should know. 

Every Leaguer should have a LUTHER 
LEAGUE REVIEW and a copy of the Luther 
League Topics. 

Be social. Allow no wall flowers. 
come all. 

After League meeting, Church. Be loyal 
to Christ, attend service. If you go to 
Church, others will follow. 

Devote one-tenth of your time, energy 
and income to God. Become tithers. 

The Luther League is the recruiting sta- 
tion for ministers, deacons, deaconesses, 
missionaries, etc. It is the pastor’s aid. It 
should be back of missions. 

Following this service a social hour was 
enjoyed by all in the Church parlors. 

CLOSING SESSION—THURSDAY MORNING. 

The following papers relative to the 
State League were read and discussed: 
“To Be or Not to Be; The Future of the 
State League of Wisconsin,” by Rev. J. S. 
Albert, Oshkosh; “A Definite Goal for the 
Luther League of Wisconsin,” by Ben C. 
White, La Crosse; “How the Local League 
Can Add to the Effectiveness of the State 
League,” by Mildred Duval, Milwaukee. 

(Continued on page 34) 
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BOOK NOTICES 


WHAT’s WRONG WITH THE Wor.p, ‘‘a candid in- 
quiry into the underlying spirit and its trend that 
made possible the great World War.” By G. H. 
Gerberding, D. D., LL. D. Published by the 
author, Lutheran Theological Seminary, May- 
wood, Illinois. 


This volume, the first eighteen chapters 
of which first appeared while the war was 
on, as a serial article in the American 
Lutheran Survey, is a remarkable analysis 
of the fundamental faults and sins of 
peoples that appear to have opened the 
way to the Great War. Dealing particu- 
larly with the four largest and strongest 
countries that fought, the author traces 
the departure of each from the path that 
insures peace among nations, and fearless- 
ly exposes the motives, mental processes, 
and selfish purposes of men that doubtless 
inspired the fearful conflict. 

For example, he finds the Germans los- 
ing their hold upon the philosophy of life 
that Luther taught and in its stead accept- 
ing that of Hegel, which reaches its climax 
in the proposition, “God is the truth of 
man and man is the reality of God.” In 
this proposition the writer understands 
that Hegel “displaces God by man,” or 
makes “man become God,” and thus exalt- 
ing him attempts to justify the ‘“super- 
man,” and any and all steps and meas- 
ures required to develop him. As his de- 
velopment is the work of the state, that 
authority must assume supreme command 
over individuals. The state is always 
right. “It possesses all might. Its might 
makes right. Power is the measure of the 
state’s right. Power may enslave or crush 
all who are too weak to stand it.” ‘“Militar- 
ism was made mad with power.” 

The spiritual and moral deflections of 
other races that fought are traced with 
equal care to the fatal outcome. The 
fundamental sin of our own country, with 
which he deals briefly, is regarded as not 
essentially different from that of the other 
principal combatants, though in its ex- 
pression it takes a different form with us, 
In this connection he asks if Plutocracy is 
less dangerous than is Autocracy, or Aris- 
tocracy. 

So far as this volume deals with the 
basic, moral principles which lie beneath 
and back of ‘practical outward life, the 
position the author has taken is impreg- 
nable, and his criticisms cut into the cank- 
ers of nations like a surgeon’s knife cuts 
into an abscess. But when he makes spe- 
cific applications, he encourages the wish 
in the reader’s mind that “the shoemaker” 
might always be content to “stick to his 
last.” For example he raises the question 
of our own national righteousness in deal- 
ing with Cuba and the Philippines, ar- 
raigns Britain because her one-hundred- 
fifty-years rule of India has not made that 
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country “to be fit for, and to be safe for, 
democracy,” says “We want’ (the italics 
are ours), “England to give democracy to 
India, to Persia, to Egypt, to Ireland,” and 
reasons by implication that Germany’s 
adoption of the rule of the jungle is par- 
alleled by the fact that Britain’s “empire 
is made up of scores of conquered nations.” 
On these propositions, of course, the most 
thorough-going Christians among  states- 
men in our own land are not in unanimous 
agreement with this author. 

In the realm of moral principles the book 
sets up an ideal standard for the guidance 
of nations. But it fails to make the neces- 
sary allowance for the inevitable differ- 
ence between the ideal and the real, or 
actual, the attainable in actual practice. 
In the field of practical statesmanship it 
fails to take account of the relations of 
values and virtues, and of the inevitable 
necessity of the use of police force so long 
as nations and races differ as much as they 
do now in respect to these things, and still 
are living in such close relation that con- 
tact with each other cannot be avoided. 

Returning, in the last chapters, to his 
chosen field of thought, the author of this 
volume outlines a course for the Church 
which must make every thoughtful Chris- 
tian man and woman who reads it feel the 
strongest kind of obligation-to help the 
Lutheran Church to follow. 

I. SEARLES RUNYON. 


—s— 
A .YEAR’S SOCIAL PROGRAM FOR 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 


September—Rally. (Meet with the Jun- 
iors of nearby places, or meet together and 
plan winter’s work.) 


October—Hallowe’en Party, hike in the 
woods, with campfire supper. 

November—Thanksgiving meeting, with 
gifts brought for others. 

December—Christmas celebration, with 
a program of song, recitations and exer- 
cises. 

January—Missonary social. (A Japan- 
ese tea, or some other social can be ar- 
ranged.) 

February—A Valentine social, a George 
Washington party. 

March—Joint meeting with the Senior 
League. : 

April—Easter party. (Social given by 
the Juniors to the Cradle Roll, parents, or 
one of the other church organizations.) 

May—A Maying party. (Flowers sent 
afterward to sick members.) 

June—Entertainment. (Showing what 
has been done by the children. A model 
meeting should be a feature.) 

July—Picnic. 

August—Outdoor meeting. Lawn party. 


General Secretary's Letter 


DEAR LUTHER LEAGUERS: 


Ordinarily the October issue of the Rr- 
VIEW is a Reformation Number, but owing 
to so many of the splendid convention ad- 
dresses being crowded out of the Septem- 
ber issue, we have used this number to 
give them to you. We are also printing 
several state convention programs which 
we have been holding for several weeks. 
Others are to follow. For lack of space a 
couple of Luther articles and an editorial 
must therefore suffice. 

There are but three Senior Topics in this 
issue, due to the fact that Advent Sunday 
this year is the last Sunday in November, 
and our new series begins on this day. This 
Topic will be included with those in the 
December REVIEW. 

We are still receiving bouquets concern- 
ing the Fort Wayne convention. The gen- 
eral opinion is that it was one of the best 
in our history. 

Letters of acknowledgment of the Fort 
Wayne pledges have been mailed advising 
the pledgers that the first installment is 
due and payable. Thus far we have re- 
ceived seven hundred dollars. 

Please note that the price of the Review 
is now seventy-five cents. 

Throughout September your’ General 
Secretary has been on the wing attending 
the Kansas, Illinois and Nebraska conven- 
tions. He was denied the privilege of at- 
tending the New Jersey convention as its 
dates conflicted with those of Nebraska. 
Accounts of these conventions will appear 
in a future issue. 

October is the month when our Churches 
and Leagues again become active after the 
summer vacation. Let us plan wisely, 
broadly, practically and prayerfully, and 
make the coming winter the best in our 
history. 
Yours. very truly, 

Harry HOonpGEs, 
General Secretary. 
=e 
A CORRECTION 

In the September Revinw the heading on 
page 18 should have read SUGGESTIONS 
FOR YOUR SOCIAL MEETING instead 
of SUGGESTIONS FOR SENIOR TOPIC 
LEADERS. 
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LEAGUE NEWS ITEMS 


INDIANA 

NORTH MANCHESTER 

—There was a large gathering of pastors, 
congregations, representatives of brotherhoods, 
missionary societies, Luther Leagues and other 
societies from all the nearby towns present at 
the Lutheran reunion held August 19 at the 
North Manchester Fair Grounds. The pro- 
gram for the day consisted of a picnic dinner, 
addresses, interspersed with music, and amuse- 
ments. The speakers were the Rey. R. EF. 
Tulloss, Ph.D., president of Wittenberg, 
Springfield, Ohio; the Rey. Albert H. Keck, 
president of the Michigan Synod, South Bend, 
Ind., and Mr. Arthur A. Davis, president of 
the State Luther League of Indiana, who well 
represented the young people’s work. 


NEW JERSEY 


—The twenty-fifth annual convention of the 
Luther League of New Jersey convened in 
Christ Church, Jersey City, September 16 and 
17. The keynote of the convention was “Sery- 


ice.” A strong program was rendreed. The 
convention opened with a rally. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
NORRISTOWN 
—With Juniors from Pottstown, Limerick, 


Trappe, Royersford, Phoenixville, Lansdale, Sel- 
lersville, South Perkasie and Norristown par- 
ticipating in the program, and a number of other 
Junior societies present, before an audience 
which filled the parish house of Trinity Church, 
an excellent program rendered by the boys and 
girls was given at a Junior rally held for the 
Juniors of the Norristown conference on June 
26. Musical numbers; two dialogues, “As We 
Got Ours” and “American and Slovak’; mis- 
sionary recitations; a missionary exercise, “The 
Missionary Dollar and What It Does’; a song, 
“Three Little Sunbonnet Maids”; a pantomime, 
“OQ, Zion, Haste,” by seven girls in Grecian cos- 
tume, and a sketch, ‘““Mother Goose and Her 
Missionary Children,’ with the children of 
story book land in costume sounding a mission- 
ary message, were features of the program. 

social hour, arranged by the Trinity, Norris- 
town, Juniors, with music and refreshments, 
followed in the social room. The affair was 
under the direction of Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, 
and the Junior Society of St. James’ Church, 
Limerick, took this occasion to present to her 
a life membership in the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the United Lutheran Church. Ag- 
gressive Junior work is being done in this dis- 
trict, this being the fifth of a series of such 
events held during the spring, and two fall ral- 


lies are now being planned. 
YORK DISTRICT 


—The annual meeting of the Luther Leagues 
of York County was held Saturday, August 21, 
in Fairmount Park, Red Lion, Pa. ‘Three 
thousand people were in attendance. One of 
the attractions was the music furnished by 
the Boys’ Band of the Loysville Orphans’ 
Home, who were entertained by the Lutherans 


of Red Lion. Rey. S. L. Hench, of Christ 
Church, Dallastown, spoke on the work of the 
home. 

WISCONSIN 
OSHKOSH 


—St. John’s Church hag subscribed $25 as 
their share in the fund for the forward cam- 
paign of the Luther League of America. They 
also have a special offering at each devotional’ 
meeting for the purpose of raising $250 for the 
Orient Mission Society, as per a resolution of 
the State League. 


Suggestions for Your Social Meeting 


GAMES FOR THE HALLOWBE’EN 
‘ FROLIC 


INVITATION— , 
From eight o’clock until any old hours, 
We hope you will be a guest of ours; 

A Hallowe’en Party it is to be, 

Hide well your face so none can see. 
(Time) (Place) 
GUESSING ConTEST. Arrange around the 

room the following articles: a pumpkin, a 
large ear of corn, a pint of peanuts in the 
shell, a basket of apples, one beautiful 
chrysanthemum, a large bunch of Malaga 
grapes and a bough of red oak leaves. The 
game is to guess the number of parts of 
each one, for instance: : 


How many grains on the ear of corn? 

How many seeds in the pumpkin? 

How many grapes, in the bunch? 

How many petals on the chrysanthemum? 

How many peanuts in a pint? 

How many leaves on the oak bough? 

How many apples in the basket? 

When this game was once played the 
answers were respectively, 851, 474, 154, 
439, 37, 140, and 46. They are of course 
never twice the same, and must be ac- 
curately ascertained. The articles might 
be given to those guessing the closest to 
the correct number. 

FORTUNE. Above the doorway suspend 
a large gilded horseshoe. Above it, on a 
piece of white cardboard, the following lines 
are inscribed in gilt lettering: 

An apple tossed through me— 
Your heart’s desire! 

An apple thrown past me— 

A fate most dire! 

Bright red apples are passed out and 
with these the guests try their luck. 

THE CANDLE TEST. Set twelve lighted 
candles about the room, each named for a 
month. Blindfold the guests, one at a time, 
lead them about, and let them walk where 
they please, allowing each one three puffs 
for each month. The name of the candle 
blown out will be the month of his wed- 
ding. If no candle is extinguished, single 
blessedness will be the fate of that person. 

“THR ORACLE OF THE SEA.” Each guest is 
given a knife and a small wax taper, and 
asked to construct a sailboat, choosing ma- 
terials from those at hand. Boats of nut- 
shells will, of course, be most popular. Woe 
to the foolish individual who constructs a 
paper craft! When the tapers are fastened 
with wax to each boat, a tub of water is 
brought in and the sailing begins. A steady 
sail and an even course denote great thing's 
in the future. If a craft tips over or de- 
stroys another in passing, or should sink to 
the bottom, the owner had better take care! 


If two sail peacefully together, it is a sign 
of future attachment. 

“THE ORACLE OF Nuts.” This requires a 
number of very dry and combustible nuts, 
which are placed before a fire of red coals 
and named for different people. The “jump- 
er” represents the unfaithful lover, who 
perhaps finds things too hot for him; the 
“blazer” truly loves, while if those named 
for a girl and her admirer burn at the same 
time, they will surely wed. 

“THE ORACLE OF MYSTERY.” Combine let- 
ters cut from magazines and newspapers. 
Each guest is provided with a complete al- 
phabet and sprinkles them upon a pan of 
water. The floating letters should form the 
desired name. Take also a wedding ring 
and tie it to a silken thread and suspend it 
within a goblet. Repeat the alphabet slow- 
ly, stopping whenever the ring touches the 
glass. Then the alphabet is repeated until 
the next letter of the name is discovered. 

BREAKING THE WITCH’S PENDULUM. The 
pendulum consists of a large paper bag, 
laden with candies and fruits which is sus- 
pended in the center of the room. Each 
one is blindfolded in turn, given a sharp 
wooden sword, with which he is to break 
the bag and liberate the fortunes of the 
crowd. Many unsuccessful attempts will be 
made before the feat is accomplished, and 
the fortune telling fruits scattered upon the 
floor to be gathered up by the guests. 

A candy apple bears this inscription: 

A fated, troublesome fruit am I; 
Cast me over thy shoulder and fly. 

A large red candy heart conveys the fol- 
lowing message: 

Wear me, I pray thee, upon thy sleeve, 
And she who takes me will never grieve. 

So a red ribbon is fastened to the candy 
heart, so that the finder can carry out this 
command. | 

A card to which a candied cherry is at- 
tached, reads: 

Rejoice, I bring to you my dearie, 
All things bright and glad and cheery. 

A luscious looking peach bears a paper 
with this couplet: 

Lucky the man a peach to find; 
He all sorrow has left behind! 

SNATCHING AT FatTE. A lively game is 
one where a cord is stretched tight across 
the doorway, and other cords to which are 
attached a doughnut, a ball of cotton, an 
apple and an orange are dropped from it. 
Kneeling and with eyes closed, the players 
endeavor to snap one of the swinging em- 
blems. If the orange is caught, the fate- 
seeker will enjoy wealth; if the doughnut, 
life for him will be easy and sweet; if the 
‘apple, happiness is in store; but anyone 
biting the cotton will die unwed. 


EDITORIAL 


Harry Hopcus, Editor, 
Philadelphia, Pa., with 
Rev. J. S. Albert, Rev. C. 
M. Teufel, Miss Brenda 
Mehlhouse, I. S. Runyon 
as special associates. 
Send all articles, com- 
munications and news 
items to 427 42Drexel 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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LUTHER AND MODERN LIBERTY 


Great results came from the Reforma- 
tion headed by Martin Luther. There was 
the growth of national life and the estab- 
lishment of international relations. There 
was the establishment of national lan- 
guages and literature and the stimulating 
of national education. 

Luther gave us the Reformation, and the 
Reformation has given us civil and religious 
liberty. He declared that no man should 
be oppressed by despots but should have 
civil liberty. With the same force and 
clearness he urged that all men should 
have religious freedom—freedom to wor- 
ship God as they believed to be right. 

He believed every man should have the 
right of private judgment in regard to re- 
ligion. Each one should study the Bible 
for himself, receive instruction at the hands 
of competent teachers, and then be free to 
serve God as his judgment dictated, and 
he should not be forced to do anything of 
which conscience could not approve. 

Luther did not mean that men should 
have license to do just as they please. 
True liberty is the privilege of doing what 
is right and just; license wants to do what- 
ever one pleases, whether right or wrong. 
The same principle holds in modern times. 
In this free country men have liberty to 
do right, but if they do that which inter- 
feres with the rights of others they are 
restrained as they should be. 

Luther’s teachings, scattered over all Eu- 
» rope, took root in the hearts of the people 
of the northern countries, and were re- 
jected by the people of the southern coun- 
tries. Today we find the Protestant coun- 
tries of the north occupying a high place 
among the nations of the world, and their 
people are the best and most intelligent of 
the world, while the southern countries are 
noted for their ignorance and wickedness. 

In a current magazine an item perti- 
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nent to this subject went on to say that: 

Of these charges and this appeal Car- 
dinal Martinelli refused, pointblank, to take 
any notice. “He told me upon one occa- 
sion at the Delegation Office in Washing- 
ton,” says Father Crowley: 

“The laity have no right to interfcre 
with the clergy; if the laity understand 
that they have any rights, they will do in 
America as they once did in France during 
the Revolution—they will kill the clergy. 
In this independent country it would not 
be wise to let the laity understand that they 
have any rights in church matters.’ My 
reply was: ‘Then the only rights you con- 
cede to the laity are to “put up and shut 
up.”’ ‘Just so,’ he said, ‘and one of the 
principal things we have against you, 
Father Crowley, is that you are enlighten- 
ing the Catholic laity of this country, as to 
their rights; the laity have no right to ex- 
pose their clergy, no matter what they do; 
any charges by the laity against priests or 
prelates must ke ignored; any spirit of in- 
dependence in the laity in reference to 
church government must be crushed.’” 

This liberty that we love so well was di- 
rectly caused by the Reformation. The 
dectrine taught by the Reformers gave our 
forefathers the love of liberty and courage 
to seek new homes in this unknown land 
and must preserve this priceless heritage 
for us and our children. Had this country 
been settled by the people of southern Eu- 
rope, we, no doubt, would still be in ignor- 
ance and bondage like the people of Mexico, 
where only ten out of every hundred can 
read and write. Here in America, as in 
most other nations of Protestantism, most 
people believe in education. We have es- 
tablished our free public school system, so 
that everyone may have a chance to be- 
come intelligent. We do not believe that 
people are better Christians because they 
are ignorant; rather, that intelligence 
makes them more fervent believers. But 
long before these ideas became popular in 

(Continued on page 29) 


Hints for Senior Topic Leaders 


BY REY. J. 8. ALBERT. | 


GENERAL SUGGESTIONS—THE USE OF QUES- 
TIONS. 

One of the reasons why the topic lacks 
interest is due to the failure of the leader 
to keep the discussion alive, permitting it 
to drag, so that interest in the subject 
wears off, and the meeting, so far as bring- 
ing out the purpose for which it was held, 
is entirely a failure. We do not expect the 
members of the League who are getting 
their first lessons in the presentation of 
the topics to be experts in the art of ques- 
tioning, for even those of maturer years 
have their own troubles with it. It is an 
art which we as leaders would do well to 
cultivate, as it will be helpful in all the 
walks of life, and be an aid to us in our 
own calling. To be helpful, it must be cul- 
tivated and developed. The leader is asked 
time and again to give out questions on the 
topic beforehand, so that they may be 
studied up and prepared by those selected. 
What kind of questions should he give out? 
Every important question must have these 
qualifications; namely, awaken and sustain 
interest in the subject; be clear, definite 
and direct; and must demand a personal 
opinion on the subject. When these three 
qualifications are the basis of the leader’s 
questions, we can rest assured that the 
meeting will be of interest and of profit. 


HINTS ON THE TOPICS. 


November 7—Aim. ‘‘Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” Books of 


reference, Josephus, Wars of the Jews, 
Book 1. Also Antiquities of the Jews, 
Books 15-16. Article in Schaff-Herzog, 


“Herod and His Family.” Hymns 62, 167, 
177, 184. Ps.1. Prayer by leader. Presen- 
tation of Topic by means of papers writ- 
ten by different members and summarized 
articles from LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, and 
Church papers. Discussion by means of 
questions prepared by leader. Offering. 
Closing service. : 

November 14—Aim. To present the op- 
portunities of the Foreign Mission Field. 
Hymns 214-219. Ps. 72. Prayer for mis- 
sions, and especially for our Lutheran work. 
Have members display maps of fields in 
India, Japan, Liberia, South America. Se- 
cure annual reports and pamphlets from 
Foreign Mission Board, 601 Cathedral 
Street, Baltimore, Md. On inside cover 
page of “The Foreign Missionary” note 


list of The Foreign Missions of U. L. C. in 
America. Plan for Foreign Missionary 
Exhibit, with pictures of Missionaries and 
their work, to be the property of the 


Luther League, and to be kept in the 
Luther League room, or Sunday School 
room. Presentation and discussion of 


Topic by means of papers and charts. Clos- 
ing service, after offering has been given. 

November 21—Aim. Gratitude for bless- 
ings received. Hymns 42-59, 137-139. Ps. 
24, Prayer of gratitude. Papers on 
“Thanksgiving, Its Sacred Character;” 
“Thanksgiving, Its National Character;” 
“Our Nation’s Spiritual Blessings.” Pres- 
entation of Topic. Discussion of Topic by 
recounting our blessings. Summarizing of 
articles in LurHerR LeAGuE Revisw and 
Church papers. Offering. Closing service. 


—s— 


OREGON-WASHINGTON 


PORTLAND 

—QOn October 22, 23 and 24, the Luther 
League of St. James’ Church will entertain a 
joint convention. The annual convention of the 
Columbia Central District, comprising six local 
Leagues and the tenth annual convention of 
the Oregon-Washington League, which includes 
the Columbia Central and twelve other Leagues, 
will meet conjointly. Mr. Clarence R. Studer, 
of Pullman, Wash., enjoys the distinction of 
being the president of both organizations. The 


-main object of the joint convention is to con- 


sider plans for the consolidation of the two or- 
ganizations, as the leaders feel that in line with 
the unifying of the forces of the church at 
large, the time has come for these two organiza- 
tions to amalgamate. The local League, under 
the direction of its president, Mr. William F. 
Salzmann, is making large plans for the enter- 
tainment of the convention. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


—The Federation of Young People’s Socie- 
ties of South Carolina comprises sixty-seven 
societies, having a total of 2,000 members. This 
year’s budget amounts to $38,000. The Wedera- 
tion furnishes the full support of Rey. C. 1. 
Norman, missionary in Japan. ‘The balance is 
appropriated to Home Missions. During the 
summer Mrs. M. O. J. Kreps will act as field 
secretary for the Federation, the Children’s 
Society and the Woman's Missionary Society. 
The Federation is actively engaged in the sup- 
port of the European relief campaign. The | 
next convention will be held in the Chureh of 
the Resurrection, Cameron, 8. ©C., Rev. J. L. 
Yonce, pastor, October 8-10. At its last con- 
vention the Federation expressed itself as being 
ready to affiliate with the official organization } 
of the United Lutheran Church when such or- 
ganization is formed. 


MOLLER PIPE 


The highest grade 
Booklets and specifications on request. 


In over three thousand churches. 


best future attention. 


ORGANS 


instruments. Thirteen service stations insure 


M. P. MOLLER, Hagerstown, Maryland. 


— 


Luther Leaque Topics 


Twenty-third Sunday 
after Trinity. November 7, 1920. 


ANTIPATER AND HEROD 


(Historical) 
Psalm 2. 
DaILy BisLte READINGS. 

Monday—Morning, Heb. 6:1-20; evening, Judges 
1:27-2:23. 

Tuesday—Morning, Heb. 7:1-28; evening, Judges 
8 :1-4:24. 

Wednesday—Morning, Heb. 8:1-13; evening, Judges 
5 1-81. 

Thursday—Morning, Heb. 9:1-28; evening, Judges 
6 :1- 


Friday—Morning, Heb. 10:1-18; evening, Judges 
T-Bily. °° 

Saturday—Morning, Heb. 10:19-39; evening, Judges 
8:18-9:21. 


Topic STupy. 


The words of the psalmist, “Why do the 
heathen rage, and the: people imagine a 
vain thing?” well applied to the time dur- 
ing which Antipater and Herod lived—the 
time about the close of Old Testament his- 
tory. Kings were set against kings, nations 
against nations, brother against brother; 
the sole aim of those in authority seemed 
to acquire more territory and power; God 
and His holy law seemed to be forgotten. 

Judea was in control of the Romans. An- 
tipater, an Idumaean or Edomite, a de- 
scendant of Hsau, an attache of the court, 
was a wily, cunning and ambitious man, 
and stirred up strife and war through all 
Judea, for the purpose of furthering his 
own ends, and by his services in thus work- 
ing for Roman interests, he was made 
Procurator of Judea by Cesar in 48 B. C. 

His procuratorship did him little good, 
however, as the following year he was poi- 
soned. 

Herod, his son, by intrigue and trickery 
and political scheming, became King of 
Judea in 37 B. C. He never embraced the 
Jewish faith, but catered to the Roman em- 
peror, fawning upon him, constantly striv- 
ing for new territory and gratifying the 
desires of his royal master, rather than 
those of the people he served. For this 
alone he was thoroughly despised and hated 
by the Jews. 

Added to this he sought to fortify his 
throne and make his only too shaky posi- 
tion stronger by the most inhuman cruelties 
and atrocities, putting to death unscrupu- 
lously and without mercy all who frustrat- 
ed his plans in any way, even the members 
of his own family. 

To appease the Jews, and strive to in- 
gratiate himself with them, also to add 
pomp and show to his royal estate, he re- 
built Samaria, built the city of Czsarea, 
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named for his royal lord, held games, con- 
structed theatres, elaborated his palace, all 
to add to his royal elegance. His greatest 
accomplishment, however, was the building 
of the temple, which took in all forty-six 
years. 

The fear of a usurper, his own guilty 
conscience, left him no rest or peace, and 
he plunged into worse and worse atrocities. 
The culminating act of his madness was the 
decrees for the massacre of the babes in 
Bethlehem, by which means he hoped to rid 
himself of the mysterious rival whose 
shadow had fallen over him. 

At last driven to insanity, with a loath- 
some, horrible disease, he died in the year 
ABS Ce 

His son, Herod Antipas, received Galilee 
as his portion when Judea was divided; it 
is he who under the influence of Herodias 
had John the Baptist beheaded. His am- 
bition proved his downfall, and he was sent 
into exile A. D. 39. 

Thus from father to son, and to the next 
generation, the reign of avarice and greed- 
and cruelty went on, with its own certain 
reward—downfall and destruction. 

Meanwhile the way was being prepared 
for the lowly Nazarene, with His all-saving 
power, and had these leaders but heeded 
the Divine Scriptures, made ready the way 
themselves, how different might have been 
their lives, how different the history of 
their kingdoms, how the history of the 
whole world might have been changed! 

Power always brings responsibility; the 
one sure way is to walk in the Command- 
ments of the Lord, and follow His man- 
dates. 


~ fe 
Twenty-fourth Sunday 
after Trinity. November 14, 1920. 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AND THE WORLD FIELD 


(Missionary) 
Psalm 126. 
DaILy BriBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, Heb. 11:1-20; evening, Judges 


9 :22-27. 
Tuesday—Morning, Heb. 11:21-40; evening, Judges 
10 :1-11 :28. 
Wednesday—Morning,. Heb. 12 :1-29; 
Judges 11:29-12:15. E : 
Thursday—Morning, Heb. 13:1-25; evening, Judges 
13 :1-25. 
Friday—Morning, I Peter 1:1-25; evening, Judges 
14 :1-20. 
Saturday—Morning, I Peter 2:1-25; evening, Judges 
15 :1-20, 


evening, 


(Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 
Toric STUDY. 
The Lutheran Church and the World 
Field. Yes, we can say that the sun never 


in 32-page 
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sets on the mission fields operated by the 
Lutherans of America. The German 
Lutherans are at work in Brazil, Argentine 
Republic, Australia, New Zealand, Persia 
and India. The Swedish Lutherans (Au- 
gustana Synod) work in India, Porto Rico, 
Japan, Persia, and China. The Norwegian 
Church has a large work in China, with 
several stations, a hospital, education work, 
etc., in South Africa, and in Madagascar. 
They also work among the Eskimos of 
Alaska. The Danish Lutheran Church in 
America has a mission in Northern India. 


They also preach to the Eskimos. For 
years they have worked in Japan. 
Our own United Lutheran Church has 


fields in South America, Argentine Repub- 
lic and British Guiana, India, Japan, 
Africa, Virgin Islands and Porto Rico. Our 
work is only half-manned. We have tre- 
mendous opportunities. “The fields are 
white unto the harvest.” It is time for us 
to be busy with the reaping. 3 

Young People’s Share in the Work. We 
young people should be very happy be- 
cause we have a share in carrying on this 
world program of our Church. The 
monthly dues, the Thank offering and 
Christmas offerings of the Young People’s 
Missionary Societies go into the General 
Fund, which helps to pay the salaries of 
our foreign missionaries on all the fields; 
helps to put up buildings and equip our 
mission stations; pays salaries of native 
helpers; helps to support the medical and 
hospital work abroad; sends out new mis- 
sionaries; assists in preparing candidates 
for the field; helps with the educational 
work—and, in fact, through our regular 
monthly contributions we help every phase 
of our foreign work, as well as our home 
work. Do you: not think, then, that we 
should voluntarily contribute largely of our 
means? Let none of us be satisfied with 
the “dime dues” called for in our consti- 
tions. 

It seems especially fitting that we should 
be interested in the education of young 
people in India, Africa and Japan. So we 
expect every society to make special contri- 
butions to our mission schools. The edu- 
cational fund is divided into shares of five 
dollars each. Just how many five dollar 
shares will your society contribute to the 
India schools? How many shares for the 
schools in Africa? How many for our 
Japan schools? No contributions could be 
more far-reaching in their influence than 
those given for Christian education in non- 
Christian lands. 

Of course, every society and many indi- 
viduals will covet the privilege of being a 
missionary by proxy through our own rep- 
resentatives, Miss Miller of India, Miss 
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Bowers of Japan, and Miss Dysinger of 
Africa. We assume the salaries in shares 
of ten dollars each. Every society should 
contribute several shares for each mission- 
ary. Are there not many of us who would . 
like to assume one day’s support of one of 
the missionaries at $2.75 a day? Would 
not you like to pay the salary of a mission- 
ary on your birthday, and thus preach the 
gospel through your proxy? 

The Call for Recruits. Missionaries 
needed to go out in 1920. “Pray ye, there- 
fore, the Lord of the harvest that He would 
send forth laborers into His harvest.’ Mat- 
thew 9:38. 


India. 1. Four ordained men, prefer- 
ably married, for district pastoral work. 
2. Three men for college, married or un- 
married, ordained or unordained, to teach 
in English. First possessing M. A. degree 
in English language and literature. Sec- 
ond possessing M. A. or M. Se. degree in 
physics, chemistry or natural science. 
Third possessing M. A. or Ph. D. degree 
in philosophy or logic. 8. One ordained 
man, for Mohammedan boys and men. 4. 
One man, recent graduate of Agricultural 
College for industrial plans. 5. Woman 
nurse for Rentichintala hospital. The 
Zenana Work—6. Six women for district 
stations, college graduates or nurse’s train- 
ing or deaconess training, or other special 
training of equal value. 7. Three women 
for Girls’ High School and Guntur Girls’ 
Boarding School, college graduates. 8. Two 
women doctors, as much as possible like 
those on the field. 


Rajahmundry Mission, India. Men. Four 
for district work, one for theological train- 
ing work, one for agricultural work, and 
one for manual training, and one medical 
man. Women. Six for district work, two 
college graduates for educational work, one 
woman doctor and one woman nurse. 

Muhlenberg Mission, Liberia, Africa. 
Men. Two ordained men for evangelistic 
and two for educational and evangelistic 
work. One unordained man for agricul- 
tural, one for industrial and one for educa- 
tional work. Women. Two for educational 
work, one for hospital work, two for dis- 
trict station work. 

Japan Mission. Four ordained men for 
evangelistic work. Three women for 
evangelistic and kindergarten work. One 
woman, college graduate, for higher edu- 
cational work. Men and women are want- 
ed whose motive is the missionary purpose. 

For further information apply to Rey. 
L. B. Wolf, D. D., Candidate Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions, United 
Lutheran Church in America, 601 Ca- 
thedral Street, Baltimore, Md. 


LUTHER, LEAGUE TOPICS 


Twenty-fifth Sunday 
after Trinity. November 21, 1920. 
THANKSGIVING FOR SPIRITUAL 
GIFTS 
(Biblical) 
Psalm 28 :6-7. 


DAILY BrBLeE READINGS. 
Monday—Morning, I Peter 3:1-22; evening, Judges 


Tuesday—Morning, I Peter 4:1-19; evening, Judges 
17 31-138. 

Wednesday—Morning, I 
Judges 18:1-31. 

Thursday—Morning, II Peter 1-21; evening, Judges 
19 :1-30. 

Friday—Morning, II Peter 2:1-22; evening, Judges 
20:1-48. 

Saturday—Morning, II 3:1-18; 
Judges 21:1-25, 

(Rey. R. H. Benting.) 


Topic Strupy. 


The expression, “Blessed be the Lord!” 
commands attention. God’s children ask 
the Lord daily to bless them. But it seems 
strange that we should “Bless the Lord.” 
Pearse terms it “the mystery of love.” 
Correct. How could creatures give unto 
the Creator something that He has not al- 
ready made available, should He find it ac- 
ceptable? Ah, we are not “exchanging 
gifts” with the Lord! We must find a 
nobler motive for the employment of such 
words. 

The Christian addresses his soul, as it 
were, saying, “Now, dear soul, look upon 
all the spiritual blessings that have been 
bestowed upon you in the past and consider 
Him from whom come “all perfect gifts.” 
Have you nothing to say? Can’t you do 
something to show your appreciation?” 

This is not a dangerous teaching. It is 
not the Roman doctrine on “good works.” 
On the contrary, it is the Lutheran doc- 
trine on “good works.” Those who have 
“called upon the Name of the Lord in every 
time of need” will also “worship Him with 
prayer, praise and thanksgiving.” Read 
the words in I John, 4:19, “We love Him, 
’ because He first loved us.” That’s our mo- 
tive. No person has the privilege of em- 
ploying such language as that found in our 
lesson unless he has experienced the “love 
of God” in his own life. Then, having seen 
how God has blessed him, the believing child 
of God exclaims, “Bless the Lord!” 

For an explanation of the things that 
cause believers to bless God read the fol- 
lowing passages: Psalm 103:1-5; Ps. 116:1. 

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield.” That is, my Source of spiritual 
strength and true courage. I take heart 
again as often as I repair to this Fountain 
of Life.” He is also my Protector. I trust 
not in the power of man, military power, 
ability, science, wisdom, etc. History, es- 
pecially recent history, proves my conten- 
tion. Only in the Lord do I find a never- 
failing Source of spiritual strength. “He 


Peter 5:1-14; evening, 


Peter evening, 
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protects me against all danger and guards 
and keeps me from all evil.” 

Read the song Moses sang after the de- 
liverance of Israel from the hands of the 
Egyptians. Ex. 15:1-20. How had the 
Lord become the “strength” of Moses? 
Next, read Judges 4:4-17. How had the 
Lord become the “strength” of Deborah? 
Next, read Judges 4:18-24. How had the 
Lord become the “strength” of Jael? 

Apply the lesson to modern times, con- 
ditions in your community, ete. Answer 
the following questions: Does the Lord 
still become the “strength” of those who 
trust in Him? (Ref. Isaiah 25th chapter.) 

That’s His promise. What are the evi- 
dences of faith in modern society as mani- 
fested in our churches on Thanksgiving 
Day? Do people crowd the Lord’s temple 
and “bless the Lord” because He has not 
only benefitted them, but they are desirous 
of acknowledging the fact? Why hold 
“gnion services”? What can the League 
do to foster a more acceptable acknowledg- 
ment of “spiritual gifts in the congrega- 
tion? 
JAPANESE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

(Continued from page 14) 
and are now busily multiplying the number 
and improving the quality and capacity of their 
schools for girls. Are Lutherans content to have 
no share in this most attractive field of educational 
activity? Our mission is appealing for $160,000 to 
establish. a girls’ school. To build this institution 
is the second duty to the work that we have begun 
in Japan. : 

And, finally, we need kindergartens. Kindergar- 
tens have proven to be one of the most encouraging 
adjuncts of mission equipment. The very few kin- 
dergartens that we have, have more than justified 
their existence. We need a kindergarten building 
with equipment in accordance with Government 
requirements in connection with, and as a feeder 
for, the central Sunday School in every one of our 
missionary stations. The mission is appealing for 
ten more kindergartens in the next five years, at an 
average cost of $5,000 each, 

As regards personnel, in order that the program 
which the mission has outlined may be manned, we 
are asking for an increase in the number of mis- 
sionaries as follows: Three families and four ladies 
each year for three years, and thereafter two fam- 
ilies and two ladies annually. is 

In conclusion, might I make a suggestion to the 
Luther League of America? It seems to me that 
the work of Christian education in mission lands, 
that is, the work among the youth in non-Christian 
countries, is the natural and logical object of in- 
terest for our Lutheran young people. Now the 
great organization of Lutheran young people is the 
Luther League. It would be most appropriate, 
would it not, if the Luther League of America were 


to make the support of our mission schools one of 
its foremost objectives. 


LUTHER AND MODERN LIBERTY 
(Continued from page 25) 
America or anywhere else Luther advo- 
cated universal education and established 
public schools in Germany. Seeing that 
the people were held in the bondage of ig- 
norance, and on that account easily duped 
by the priests, he prepared text-books and 
advocated a public school system. In this 
Luther was some centuries ahead of our 

American forefathers, 


—s— 


field, 


Methods and Hints 


BY BRENDA L. 


A REFORMATION MEETING. Plan a meet- 
ing centered on Luther for the last Sunday 
in October.. (1) Decorate the room with 
the Luther League colors. (2) Have your 
Senior League present the Juniors with a 
picture of Luther, have this covered with 
the Church flag, and have it unveiled, let- 
ting one of the Junior boys tell the story of 
Luther’s work. (38) During October pass 
out “Martin of Mansfeld” for the children 
to read, and have them each write a short 
story on the life of Luther; have some of 
these read at this meeting. (4) Have the 
Juniors give this simple explanation of the 
Luther League emblem: 

LUTHER’S COAT oF ARMS. Leader—Every 
great family in olden times had its coat 
of arms, so Martin Luther felt that the 
family of Christ should also have some in- 
signia, and he therefore set about securing 
such a coat of arms for the part of the 
Church we call Lutheran. Today we see it 
before us. 

First Junior girl—There should be a 
black cross in the naturally red heart. The 
cross indeed causes pain and mortification, 
yet it does not kill, but rather promotes the 
energy of the heart. 

First Junior boy—“God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Second Junior girl—There must be a nat- 
urally red heart, for from the heart we 
must believe. 

Second Junior boy—‘“Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

Third Junior girl—The heart should 
stand on a white rose, to show that faith 
imparts joy, comfort and peace, and it 
should be white, because white is the color 
of the angels, the joy not of this world. 

Third Junior boy—The rose is the sym- 
bol of Jesus Himself. He is called “The 
Rose of Sharon,” and Isaiah prophesied 
that at His coming “the desert shall blos- 
som as the rose.” 

Fourth Junior girl—The rose should be 
placed in a sky blue field, as this joy is al- 
ready the beginning of the heavenly, and 
is shown in the hope of heaven. 

Fourth Junior boy—“The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament show- 
eth His handiwork.” 

Fifth Junior girl—The blue field should 
be encircled by a golden ring, because 
heavenly salvation endures forever, and is 
valuable above all other possessions. 

Fifth Junior boy—“And the city of the 
new Jerusalem was pure gold, like unto 
clear glass.” 


for Junior Leaders 


MEHLHOUSEH. 


(Note—This can be made very effective 
by having a large Luther League emblem, 
with crepe streamers fastened to the back. 
As each child recites, the colors can be 
drawn forth—there should be two of each 
color—until a sunburst ‘effect is produced. 
Conclude by having the children sing the 
third verse of the Rally Hymn.) 

HINTS FOR THE Topics. November 7— 
“Our Representatives.” Let the children 
represent different missionaries. From 
“Lutheran Woman’s Work” and other mis- 
sionary magazines select letters written by 
our missionaries, and have the children 
read them. For those too small to read, 
give flags of the different countries, have 
them bring these forward one by one and 
hung in view of all; putting the United 
States flag in the center, and behind and 
over all, the Christian flag, then have the 
salute to the Christian flag given. 

“Post Office’ may be played, with the 
letters, maps, flags and all material used in 
the meeting sent parcel post, and the letters 
opened and read, just as if received from 
the missionaries on the field. Pretend that 
the Junior Society has just sent out a mis- 
sionary, and that you are receiving letters 
from her. 

Large posters with the map of each coun- 
try surrounded by the missionaries at work 
on that field should be hung up in the room 
and the children familiarized with them. 
Whenever a visit from a returned mis- 
sionary is possible it should be arranged, 
and special note made on the charts by 
marking the picture. 

November 14—“Watch the False Proph- 
ets.” Teach the children that they should 
be filled with the truth, well grounded in 
the true faith, so that there is no room for 
the isms and false doctrines springing up. 
The leader might in a simple way speak of 
the errors of Mormonism, Christian Sci- 
ence, Spiritism, ete. ; 

November 21—“‘Number Your Bless- 
ings.”: Have a “Mince Pie” meeting. On 
a poster to advertise your meeting put a 
picture of a mince pie, which can be found 
in advertisements. Below print the rhyme, 
“Four and twenty good things, Baked in a 
pie, When the pie is opened, We'll all be- . 
gin to sing, Won’t that be a dainty dish, To | 
set before our King?” Make a “mince pie,” 
take a large pudding dish, make a paper 
top of brown paper to look like pie crust. 
To begin the meeting, the leader must cut 
the paper crust, and underneath will be 
found the program for the meeting. On 
cards which can be drawn out by the chil- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REV. ARTHUR T. MICHLER. 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 


NOVEMBER 7. 
Antipater and Herod. 
By Erle C. Greiner. 


Scripture Passage—(Put on blackboard and 
memorize) Proy. 24 :1-2. 

Antipater, the father of Herod, was an Idu- 
mean by birth, the son of Antipas, who at one 
time was governor of Idumea. 

As a boy and young man he lived at the 
royal court, but he embraced the Jewish faith, 
in name at least, and became the bosom friend 
of Hyreanus, the nominal king of Judea, who 
was a feeble minded individual, and had been 
obliged to give his crown and office to his 
brother. This took place in 69 B. C. 

Antipater was both wily and ambitious and 
persuaded Hyrcanus into believing his brother 
meant him harm and induced him to seek 
assistance from Aretas, a king living in the 
city of Petra. Aid was given in the form of 
an army of 50,000 men under Aretas and they 
defeated the brother of Hyrcanus—Aristobulus, 
and besieged him in the temple. 

Civil discord now reigned supreme, and the 
iron hand of Rome appeared, from the shadows, 
as it were, for to Rome had Providence as- 
signed the .task of crushing all the despotisms 
of the Hast, and uniting them under one gov- 
ernment, preparatory to the coming of Jesus 
Christ. Rome seldom needed a pretext for in- 
tervening but with Judea she had an alliance 
a century old, so she could easily plead her act 
a duty. 

The famous Pompey arrived at Damascus 
in 65 B. C. and there met the envoys of 
Hyreanus and his brother, but gave no indi- 
cation as to which one of the brothers should 
receive the diadem. ‘The following spring he 
came again to Damascus to hold a formal court 
and reach a decision. Hyrcanus was repre- 
sented by the wily Antipater, who had taken 
care to enforce his arguments from the elder 
brothers right, and had induced more than a 
thousand distinguished Jews to appear before 
the tribunal as his supporters. In contrast to 
this band Aristobulus came with “a troop of 
insolent youths arrayed in purple with flowing 
robes and rich armor.” 

After many stirring events Hyrecanus was 
restored to power (B. ©. 68) but Antipater 
was really the ruler, for this all his ambitious 
schemes had been contrived. 

Alexander, a son of Aristobolus, now a 
prisoner at Rome, made war on Hyrcanus, who 
was obliged to seek Roman protection. 

Aristobulus, escaping from Rome, returned 
to Judea, and endeavored to regain the diadem. 
He was captured and returned to Rome, but 
was later freed by Cesar. 

In 48 B. C. Antipater rendered signal serv- 
ice to Cxesar in his Egyptian campaign, .and 
was rewarded with a Roman citizenship and 
was made Procurator of all Judea. His punnet 
Hyreanus was restored to sovereignty with the 
title of Hthnarch. 

Of Antipater’s sons, Herod, at the age of 
twenty-five. (some historians give fifteen years) 
was made governor of Gallilee. Thus early 
he showed by his acts of cruelty what might be 
expected of him later. After the death of 
Antipater, from poisoning, Herod began _plot- 
ting to gain the kingdom of Judea. This he 
accomplished in B. C. 37. 

Read New Testament History for more ma- 
terial than this short article can give you. 


NovEMBER 14, 
Herod, King of Judea. 
By Erle ©. Greiner. 

Scripture Passage—(Put on blackboard and 
memorize) Proverbs 21:1. 

Herod actually became King of Judea in 
B. ©. 87 and was the last as well as the first, 
independent sovereign of the new line of 
princes. He is termed an independent sovereign 
though he was beholden to his Roman masters. 

Herod was more prudent and had more 
sympathy with the Jewish character than some 
of his predecessors, but-an Idumean by birth, 
an imitator of Rome, he never embraced Juda- 
ism even in name as his father Antipater had 
done, and was looked upon by many of his 
subjects as little better than a heathen con- 
queror, 

The devotion to the law of Jehovah burned 
as fiercely as ever in the breasts of the Jews 
and Herod never ceased to introduce new and 
foreign customs, but no matter what or how 
many benefits he offered, so long as these in- 
trusions were in question, they were always 
met with outbreaks on the part of the faithful. 

Herod continually courted the favor of the 
Roman HWmperor and when Octavian became 
master at Rome, Herod was rewarded with ad- 
ditional territory. In fact, he was now king 
over all the land originally divided among the 
twelve tribes. 

Herod undoubtedly desired above all to in- 
crease his own royal state and to gratify the 
desires of his royal master. He built theaters 
and held games in honor of Augustus; he re- 
furnished his palace, restored Samaria, nam- 
ing it Sebaste, in honor of Augustus, and built 
the wonderful maritime city of Caesarea, which 
he intended as his new capital when the time 
came that he felt free to throw away the last 
remnant of his Judaism. 

In his domestic life there is tragedy heaped 
upon tragedy. He had ten wives and a number 
of sons. The manner in which he disposed of 
wives and children is truly appalling. 

He announced to the Jews assembled for the 
Passover in B. C. 20 or 19 that he would 
build a new temple. The work was begun at 
onee and in B. GC. 16 was mainly finished. It 
was never fully completed until A. D. 635 by 
Herod Agrippa II, just five years before its 
final destruction. 

In his last days he was afflicted with a pain- 
ful and loathsome disease, and his torments 
drove him to ever increasing acts of cruelty. 
His rage and terror were brought to a climax 
by a new danger, men arrived at Jerusalem 
asking, “Where is he that is born king of the 
Jews?’ This part of his history, with the 
massacre of the children of Bethlehem, is 
familiar to all. He died in B. C. 4. 

Just why Herod is called the Great is a 
much disputed question. He was great in 
wickedness, no one will deny. One historian 
says: “He was bold, yet prudent, oppressive 
and yet profuse, he had many of the charac- 
teristics which make a popular hero.” 

He destroyed every person who might have 
laid claim to the throne of David, united the 
land of Judea under one rule, thus fulfilling 
prophecy and preparing the way for the coming 
of Jesus Christ. : 

Study New Testament History for additional 
information. This article is the barest outline 
of the interesting story of the atrocious acts 
of this despotic king. 
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NOVEMBER 21. 
Thanksgiving for Spiritual Gifts. 
By Erle C. Greiner, 
Psalms 28 :6-7. 


Parallel Passages—Proyverbs 2:6; Romans 
6:23; Hph. 2:8. 


Memory Verse—John 3:16—“For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
son that whosoever believeth in him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

On Thanksgiving Day we are instructed to 
give thanks for a bountiful harvest, for peace 
and prosperity. This is a duty and we should 
fulfill our duty. It is right and proper that 
we do as our president directs, and it is right 
that we thank God for all the physical comforts 
and blessings, but we should also learn to be 
truly thankful for the many spiritual blessings 
which God has given us. 

Let us consider a few of these blessings: 

Christ the Savior, “God so loved the world” 
and Jesus came to earth a little child. Away 
back in the time of Isaiah the prophet, the 
people were told of the coming of Christ 
(Isaiah 42:6 and 55:4) and in the fulness of 
time He came, lived, suffered and died and 
rose again. His resurrection is the greatest 
event of His sojourn upon earth for without 
that all the rest would have been in vain, and 
in Jesus Christ is your hope and my hope. 
Should we not give thanks for Jesus? 

The Holy Spirit—Jesus promised the Com- 
forter and after he ascended into heaven the 
Holy Ghost descended upon men and is still 
at work among the people leading, directing 
and comforting. (John 14:16-17; 20:22.) 

Grace—God is very merciful to us and shows 
us every favor. We are deserving of punish- 
ment for our many shortcomings, but through 
faith in Christ we find favor with God and are 
forgiven. His merey is poured out abundantly 
upon us all. (James 4:6.) 

Wisdom—We should ever pray for wisdom 
and knowledge that we may live aright and do 
right. King Solomon asked of God wisdom 
that he might rule his people with justice and 
we need wisdom to go in and out about our 
several duties of life. There is knowledge 
gleaned of books and there is wisdom gained 
of God. While we desire the one we need the 
other, and should earnestly strive by prayer 
to gain it, and return devout thanks for its be- 
stowal. (James 1:5.) E 

Repentance—YVor the sinner God has made 
it possible for him to repent and thus come 
into grace and gain eternal life. The true 
Christian ever strives to remain away from sin 
but when he falls he knows he can gain God’s 
favor by repentance, so it is a gift of God for 
which we should render grateful thanks. (Acts 
11 :18.) 

Faith—How truly thankful we should be for 
the gift of faith! For by faith are we made 
whole. How many were relieved of their in- 
firmities when Christ was upon earth by faith 
and how many find relief from all sorrow and 
misery now through faith. It is faith that 
saves us. We cannot be thankful enough for 
this gift. (Phil. 1:29.) 

Suggestions—Tell the story of the first 
Thanksgiving. Make use of some of the Bible 
verses relating to Spiritual Gifts from God: 
Hix, 15-25" Psa. — 27 14 Psat oss; Psa: 
9219514 Isa, 40211, 29, 323 TE iCor: 15:10: 
Phil. 4:7, 19. Temporal Blessings: Gen. 1:30; 
Ley. 26:4; Josh. 1:8; Psa. 81:16; Heel. 3:18; 
Matt. 6:26-33; Luke 12:22-81; I Cor. 2:9; 
Phil. 4:19. ‘ 


It takes three. to make music—one to 
create, one to perform, and one to listen. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


JUNIOR TOPICS 
NOVEMBER 7. 
Our Representatives. 
(Missionary. ) \ 
By Brenda lL. Mehlhouse. 

(These Missionary Topics have been arranged 
under the auspices of the Literature Committee 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, and the 
material suggested for use in this meeting will 
be found in the Junior Leader's Graded Quar- 
terly, 15 cents per copy, which may be ordered 
through this office.) 

PROGRAM. 
1. Directed Prayer (thankful for the bless- 
ings of the year). 

Opening Song—‘Do Something for Some- 
body Every Day.” 

3. Topic—“Our Representatives.’ (Thank 
Offering Meeting.) 

Scripture Lesson—Matt. 28 :18-20. 

We want to call attention to the fact that 
in obeying the commission “Go ye into 
all the world’ we have been blessed 
during the past year by having more 
representatives in the various mission 
fields. We also want to thank God for 
giving us the opportunity of sharing in 
His service. 

6G. Separate into Grades. (Children should 
be divided into three sections, according 
to age, for the study of the lesson.) 

7. Iirst Grade. Present little Miss Forget- 
fulness to the class (see Junior Leader’s 
Graded Quarterly). 

8. Second Grade. A most excellent thing for 
this grade would be the Roll Call of 
some of our missionaries.- The child 
should carry the photo and tell briefly 
what work she represents. Don’t forget 
to have the boys represent the men. 
(Find further helps in the Junior Lead- 
er’s Graded Quarterly.) 

9. Third Grade. In this grade continue the 
idea of representing some of our com- 
missioned officers or missionaries, Am- 
bassadors for Christ. (See the Junior 
Leader's Graded Quarterly.) 
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10. Song—‘Now Thank We All Our God” 
(the Juniors assemble in main room). 

11. Prayer of Thanksgiving—by the pastor. 

12. Business—reports of Camp _ officers— 
Chairmen of Committees. 

13. Minutes of the last meeting read and ap- 
proved. New Business. 

14. Roll Call—respond with letter K. (Pro- 
verbs 4:23.) 

15. Offering. Opening of thank offering 
boxes. It is interesting to have the 
children tell a few of the things for 
which they were thankful and placed 
offerings in their boxes. 

16. Closing Prayer—‘God be merciful unto 


us and bless us and cause His face to 
shine upon us, that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health 
among all nations. Amen.” 

: HINTs. 

It is very helpful and interesting to have a 
public thank offering meeting of the Juniors. 
Sometimes a joint meeting can be arranged 
with the Seniors. 

“The Spirit of Thanksgiving,’ a Thank 
Offering Exercise for the Juniors, by Laura 
Wade Rice, can be secured from this office for 
the sum of 5 cents. It is attractive and easily 
rendered in any room. If given with flags and 
costume it will make a very pretty service. 

Quiz ON THE OcroBER Missionary Topic. 

1. Why do the Little Lutherans in Hurope 
need oyr aid? 2, What has caused these con- 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPICS 
ditions? 3. Give four reasons why we should 
help them. 4. What is our Church doing? 
(See Junior Quarterly, Third Grade Lesson. ) 

Invitation—Cut from post cards, or from 
crepe paper napkins, figures of turkeys, and on 
the reverse side write the notice of the meet- 
ing—"“You are welcome to our Thankful Meet- 
ing in the Junior Room of ———— - Church, 
on ———— (date), at ———————_- (hour), 
signed. —————— (president ). 

NovEMBER 14. 
Watch the False Prophets. 
By Anna P. Hess. 

Memory Yert—Beware of false prophets, 
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in- 
wardly they are rayening wolves. -Matt. 7, 15. 

Wolves in sheep's clothing! When we hear 
that, we might wonder why a wolf should wish 
to appear as a sheep. It is because a sheep is 
harmless and arouses no suspicion. A sheep 
might go among other sheep or even among chil- 
dren and none would be afraid. If a wolf 
should be seen, however, all would be very much 
frightened and would flee from him. But 
should a wolf come disguised as a sheep, no 
one would know him to be a wolf, but would 
trust him to be a friend and he could go about 
among them and do whatever mischief he liked, 


He could then kill or carry off any one of 
them. 
What Jesus meant when He said to the 


people in His sermon on the mount, “Beware 
of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves,’ we can easily imagine. He meant 
we should watch, we should. be on our guard 
against those people who come to us and appear 
to be our friends but are really our worst 
enemies. They are false teachers. They are 
smooth-tongued, they make believe to tell us 
what is for our own good, but in reality they 
have designs against our wellbeing. They 
wish to lead us astray. ‘They pretend to teach 
us the Word of God, even using some Bible 
verses to give to their teachings the ring of 
truth, but they do not tell us the whole truth; 
if we follow them instead of following Jesus 
our Shepherd, we will be led away from the 
fold. They are pointing out to us a different 
way from the one that leads to Heaven. What 
they say may sound yery nice but do not be- 
lieve them, they are not speaking the truth. 
To detect false prophets, we must study the 
Bible, the Word of God; here we will learn 
God’s will, God’s plan for us. We must study 
Jesus, the Pattern which God gave us to fol- 
low, and learn to know Him as our I[riend, 
our Saviour, and the true Way. Then if any- 
one tries to lead us a different way, or tells 
us we can buy or earn our own salvation, we 
will know he is our enemy and not our friend. 
If anyone tells us man cannot sin when we 
know the Bible says, “We all have sinned,” or 
that “man is never sick” when Jesus healed all 
that were sick, or that “There is no death,” 
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when God says, “It is appointed unto man to 
die and after that the judgment,’ we will know 
he is a false prophet, a wolf, even he be in 
sheep's clothing, and we will not let him enter 
our hearts. 
NOVEMBER 21. 

Number Your 

(Thanksgiving Topic.) 

By Dorothea A. Bang. 

Scripture Lesson—Psalms 110 :1-5, 

Introduction—Juniors, when you hear the 
word number in our lesson I know you think 
of your school lessons when teacher says for 
you to count the number of mistakes you have 
made. Now today we are not going to number 
the mistakes we have made, but we are going 
to think of and name our many blessings or 
gifts that God has given and is giving us. 

What are blessings? 

Blessings are gifts given to us to make us 
happy. Sometimes we become cross and thin. 
that we never receive nice things like our play- 
mates do. Now when we feel that way we 
must “stop, look and listen.”’. Stop whining 
and jook around at all your things and listen 
to the voice of Jesus speaking to you in your 
heart. Then you feel just like a little Sunbeam 
and chase away all the shadows, 

Blessings we receive. 

very gift we enjoy is a free gift from God. 
He gives us something every day because He 
loves so well. Now, when anyone gives us 
something we always tell them, “hank you.” 
So let’s count some of the things God should 
be thanked for. 

God gives us the pure air we breathe; the 
food we eat; the water we drink; the flowers 
of the fields; the birds of the air; the fish; 
the animals; the clothes we wear; our homes 
and churches; our health and eyer so many 
more things. 

Now, we think our fathers 
us food, clothing, books, ete. 
get these blessings? God first put lots of 
fruit trees and plants all over our earth. Then 
these trees and plants gave lots of seeds and 
so people planted them and. we get food and 
clothing from them. You know how the little 
cotton seed grows and then how it is made into 
goods. What if God would forget us and not 
send us light and air and the many things that 
help us live? What if He would have all the 
trees grow and never have any fruit on them? 
Could we live without the sunshine and the 
rain? Who watches over us day and night? 
God is always with us and is continually giv- 
ing something. 

The biggest and best gift God ever gave us 
was when He gave us His only Son Christ 
Jesus and then the wicked men nailed Him on 
the cross. That is the way they thanked God 
for this gift. Now, God could have killed all 
the people on the earth to punish them for kill- 
ing Jesus, but He loved them so much that He 
forgave them. He took Jesus to Heaven with 


Blessings. 
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Him and some day we can live with Him, too, 
if we show God that we love Him and thank 
Him for everything He gives us. 

Jesus always thanked God for everything 
given to Him. You remember how He gave 
thanks for the fish and bread when He was 
about to feed the four thousand. He always 
gave thanks at meal time. How many Juniors 
do that? If you don’t, ask your superintendent 
or pastor to teach you some little prayers. 
God is sad when we do not remember Him. 
You know the story of the ten lepers that Jesus 


healed and that only one thanked Him. How 
He sadly asked, ‘““‘Where are the nine?” He 
listens for us, too. Maybe if He would forget 


us some meal time we would remember to 
thank Him, Every morning He has new bless- 
ings for us. They come to us in every breath 
of air we breathe, with every cup of water we 
drink, with every bite of food we eat. 

Thanks can be given to God by praying 
prayers and by singing songs. At Thanksgiving 
time we always think of a big dinner and to 
thank God once a year for what He has given 
us. Now let us Juniors after this number our 
many blessings every day to see what God hath 
done and thank Him always. 

NOVEMBER 28, 
Oan We Be Depended Upon? 
By Mrs. B. C. Shock. 

Scripture Passage—I11l Chronicles 31-21. 

Memory Verse—1 Samuel 3-10. 

Lesson Taught—God has put us in this world 
for a purpose. Can He depend on us to do the 
things He has planned for us to do? It is the 
best plan for us to begin when we are small 
boys and girls to live the very best lives we 
can and when we grow into womanhood and 
manhood it will not be so hard to resist all the 
temptations we have to resist and we will be 
strong intellectually and morally. 

Lesson Developed—We must all 
story of the life of the boy Samuel 
after we have seen what a noble boy, 
a devoted life he lived and also how much Eli 
depended upon him to help carry on the work 
in God’s House, we should then, as a contrast, 
read about the lives of Eli’s two sons and how 
little their father could depend upon them and 
also what useless lives they lived. 

Samuel accepted God’s laws and when a 
very young man was called by God to tell the 
people about His love and great truths. First 
of all Samuel was preparing himself for this 
great calling when a very small child. Now 
we are not only preparing ourselves for the 
duties of everyday life, but for the future, 
when we attend Junior League regularly, take 
part and be deeply interested in the program 
and then boost the League every day, by invit- 
ing others, visiting the sick members, giving our 
money for mission work and then, most im- 
portant, praying for its success as we know this 
is a part of God’s work. 

Now we have another good example of faith- 
fulness to his parents and to God in the boy 
Jesus, who was sent into this world to save 
us from our sins if we but accept Him. When 
a boy, we read that He was very obedient to 
His parents, Mary and Joseph, who taught to 
love, honor and obey God and His commands. 
He loved and was loved by everyone and we 
are told how He worked in His father’s car- 
penter shop when a small boy and how He 
helped His mother and did the things that not 
only pleased them, but prepared Himself for 
the great life that He so willingly gave on 
the cross of Calvary for you and me. Why 
should we not pattern after such a great Life? 
We fall far short when we try to live accord- 
ing to the truths He has given us but it is 
very necessary for us to train our thoughts 


read the 
and then 
and what 
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and then live the best lives we can from our 
youth up, and in our homes is the best place 
to begin. When we go out in the world, 
wherever it may be, can we be depended upon 
to say no when temptations are flung at us, 
and then strive for the best there is in life in 
the most godly way? If so, we will surely be a 
blessing to all mankind and live a righteous life. 
Questions—What happened to Eli’s two 
sons? Give reasons why you think we should 
attend all of the services in God’s House of 
Worship if at all possible! Name some of the 
temptations we meet, as boys and girls. 


METHODS AND HINTS 
(Continued from page 30) 


dren have written Scripture references on 


thankfulness, on others have pasted 
Thanksgiving stories from “Lutheran Boys 
and -Girls,” or other children’s magazines, 
and have some blank ecards, on which let 


the children write reasons for thankful- | 


ness, the personal blessings of the year, 
and those things which have been a bless- 
ing to the Church and the community. Af- 
terward the top crust may be removed, and 
the underfilling reveal cookies, or some 
other little surprise 

November 28—‘‘Can We Be Depended 
On?” Make this a real consecration meet- 
ing, emphasizing that it is the little things 
that make one great, and being depend- 
able is one of them. Many stories have ap- 
peared from time to time in “Lutheran 
Young Folks” and “Lutheran Boys and 
Girls,” illustrating this point. Form the 


habit of saving stories which illustrate dif- — 


ferent lessons, file them -in envelopes 
marked with the subjects of the Topics, 
and material is ready for your meeting. 

(Note—The above practical and excel- 
lent suggestions are plans which have ac- 
tually been worked out at various meetings 
by the Juniors of Trinity Church, Akron, 
Ohio. They are a live Junior League, with 
a capable and splendid leader to guide 
them. Perhaps you too have had some suc- 
cessful meetings with some interesting 
plans, which might help others. Won’t you 
send in some of your best plans?) - 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN 
(Continued from page 21) 

The remainder of the session was de- 
voted to the revision of the constitution 
and to the report of the resolutions com- 
mittee, 

It was resolved to make the contribution 
of two hundred and fifty dollars to the 
Orient Mission Society, toward the support 
of missionary work in Kurdestan, the goal 
for the year 1920. : : 

The convention was adjourned with 
prayer and benediction by the Rev. W. W. 
Kennerly, Milwaukee. 

On Thursday afternoon the delegates 
were the guests of the local League at a 
most enjoyable outing at Eweco Park, on 
Lake Winnebago. 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year, They are Biblical and -Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions, They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Bach quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 
T copies 1 year... 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 KO copies 1 quarter... 1.50 
25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter.. © .75 


One copy 1 year........25 cents 


Luther League Reading Courses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 


These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 
Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can be secured 
as noted below: 


The Course 


The Lutheran Manual, Remensnyder, $1.00; The Way of 


Salvation, Gerberding, $1.00; The Inner Mission, Ohl, $1.00; 
The Deaconess and Her Work, Mrs. Spaeth, 90 cents; Young 
Japan, Scherer, $1.50; Serving the Neighborhood, Felton, 75 


cents; Luther Primer, Steinhaueser, 75 cents, 


Junior Course 


Katharine von Bora (translation), Endlich, 90 cents; The 
Other Wise Man, Van Dyke, 50 cents; And Other Folks, Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, 40 cents; Oriental Social Life, Trumbull, 
$1.50; Lamplighters Across the Sea, Margaret Applegarth, 60 
cents; Mr. Friend o’ Man, Jay T. Stocking, 60 cents. 


Luther League Pamphlets 


Machinery of the Local League—Harry Hodges...... 2 cents 
Training Our Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse........ 5 cents 
The Intermediate League—Rev. A. T. Michler...... 5 cents 


101 Ways to Interest Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse.. 1 cent 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns setsto bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The tlymnal has beén adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


60 cents 
20 cents 


Bound in Cloth, with music. postpaid 
“© words only 
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427 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO, 


TR OY.. NY. 
“198 BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


BELLS 


BA 


THE PRIZE WINN ee iN 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
Sonos 


Quality is vbutly in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and hook of suggestion. 

CHARLES M. STIEFF, 


315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, MD 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fo)- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 


Classical: Latin and Greek. 
Latin and Modern Languages. 
History and Politica) Science. 
Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 
Commerce and Finance, 
Civil Engineering. 
Municipa) Engineering. 
Mechanical Engineering. 
40 Electrical Engineering. 
The only Lutheran College offering any of the last five courses 
GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-to 
date building. Annual total cost to student $280 to $320 
The course in Military Science and Tactics is options' anc 
open free of charge to students of both the College anu the 
Academny. 
Both institutions open the third Wednesday in September 
For ‘ilustrated literature free of charge write 


President WiLLIaM A. GRaNVILLB, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


SOR oR 


Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 

It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 

The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proot 
building of elegant appearance and construction 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 


Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with al 
modern conveniences. 
The Academy—four years’ preparatory course. 


The College of Liberal Arts—leading to 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms, 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Ari 


For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
OR 


W. T. HORTON Registrar Selinsgrove. Penn 
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Show His Colors? If not, why not? 


We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


Crasp Pin, Stick Pin, or BuTTON, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


Rolled -Plate..<....; ...0 ea 2 166 
Soltd: Gold .... 2.05) eee 1.10 


Coat CHAINS, with emblem on 
Rolled Gold. Plate... .... .cmgaee $1.00 


Does Every Member of Your Eetetie 


Watcu Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of 
Rolled. Gold Plate... .. 2. Joe ane $1.00 
10-karat Rolled Plate........... 2.50 ~ 
SicNet Rinc, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
colors.-.206 coe os. 6. a a $6.00 


Maltese Cross . ae 
Watcu Cuarms, 10-karat Rolled Gold, with 
emblem im colors:..... 2.0: 4 eee Per 3 0,0) 
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PUBLICATION HOUSE 
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FOURTH 
-REDCROSS ~~ 
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Lutter Ceaghe of Americ: 


Organized at Pittsburgh, Pa., October 30 and 31, 


1895, by delegates representing State, District and 
individual organizations from twenty different 
States in the Union and District of Columbia. 
OFFICERS 
President, CG. T. A. ANpDERSON, 35 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago, I. 
First Vice-President, O. C. RoHpDE, 1422 Birchell Rd., 
Honeyville, Toledo, Ohio. 


Second Vice-President, Geo. W. Rapps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, Harry HopcEs, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


427 Drexel Bidg., 


Literature Secretary, Harry Hopces, 427 Drexel 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Treasurer, P. WALTER BANKER, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Executive Committee 
Composea of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 


Secretary, Literature. Secretary, Treasurer, 
and the following members: 
Hon. E. F. Emert (Chairman), 318 W. 39th St., 
New York City, N. Y 


I. S. Runyon, 502 W. 136th St., New York City, 
Noo Xs 

Rev. G. F. Genr, D. D., 521 N. High St., Bethlehem, 
Pa. 

Rev. M. J. Breser, D. D., 1816 W. 2514 St., Minneap- 


olis, Minn. 
O. C. C. Fetta, 511 K. of P. Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rev. LuTHER M. KuuNs, Litt. D., 458 Saunders-Ken- 
nedy Bldg., Omaha, Neb. 


Rev. H. C. RoeHner, D. D., 30 Mulberry St., Mans- 
field, Ohio. 

WILLIAM C. StTorveR, Esq., 727 Walnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


t= All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Literature Committee 
Harry Hopces, Chairman. 
Hon. E. F. Ertert, New York City. 
I. S. Runyon, New York City. 
Rev. J. S. ALBERT, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Mrs. R. S. SEASE, Newark, N. J. 
Rev. H. C. RoeHNER, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER, Chairman (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C 
Raymond Lutz, Akron, Ohio. 
A. ELFeErRS, Detroit, Mich. 
Intermediate Committee 
Rev. C. TEUFEL, Chairman, Middletown, Md. 
Rev. A. T. MICHLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
O. C. RoupE, Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss Zoe I. Hirt, Erie, Pa. 
Janior Committee 
Cuas. W. Fuur, 333 S. Lang Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Chairman. 
Miss BRENDA Li. MEHLHOUSE, 427 Drexel Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Miss LAURA WADE Rice, Baltimore, Md. 
Miss DoroTHEA BANG, Emporia, Kan. 
Mrs. E. C. Cronk, New York City. 
STATE LEAGUES 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW YORK STATE— 
Pres., Rev. H. D. SHimer, 1421 State St., Schenec- 
tady. 
Sec., MARIE HACHTMANN, 72 Palmetto St., Brooklyn. 
Treas., CLARENCE C. DiTTMER, 286 Park Place, Brook- 
lyn. 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA— 
Pres., F. C. Leupoup, 5525 Hazel Ave., Philadelphia. 
Sec., STELLA J. SCHAEFFER, 554 Water St., York. 
Treas., Roy C. BEAVER, 122 W. Main St., Greenville. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY— 


Pres., Dr. W. P. STEINHAEUSER, Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown. 

Sec., ELIZABETH VAN DUSEN, 219 Rector St., Perth 
Amboy. 

Treas., GRACE E. FISCHER, 1009 William St., Eliza- 
beth. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF ILLINOIS— 

President, KENNETH Hurst, Carthage College, Car- 
thage, Ill. 

Seeretary, ALICE CHRISTENSEN, 4224 N. Kostner Ave., 
Chicago. 

Treasurer, 


CHARLES IVERSON, 8721 Montrose Ave., 
Chicago. 


} 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO— : ; 

Pres., E. R. KoCHHEISER, 214 Lexington Ave., Mans- 
field. 

Sec., GRACE Kruse, 925 W. North St., Lima. 

Treas., RAYMOND Lutz, 13 S. Howard St., Akron. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WISCONSIN— 

Pres., Rev. J. S. ALBERT, 117 Frederick Ave., Osh- 
kosh. 

Sec., MARGARET HENNECKE, Milwaukee. 

Treas., STANLEY RINDFLEISCH, Milwaukee, 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF INDIANA— 

Pres., ARTHUR A. Davis, 111 W. 22nd St., 
apolis. 

Sec., Louise Nees, 1002°St. Paul St., Indianapolis. 

Treas., W. F. RENz, 3416 Webster St., Fort Wayne. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF IOWA— 

Pres., Peart J. ANDERSON, 544 S. 9th St., 

. Rapids. 

Sec., EARL HANSEN, 226 Oak St., Clinton. 

Treas., Mitprep TayuLor, 1190 E. Court St., 
City. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF SOUTH DAKOTA— 

Pres., HeNRY STELLNER, Aberdeen. 

See., MAGDALENE NELSON, Aberdeen. 

Treas., R. B. SWANBERG, Sisseton. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA— 

Pres., Rev. Cart H. BartscH, 3111 29th Ave., Min- 
neapolis. 

Sec., Miss CorA CLEMENT, Albert Lea. 

Treas., Mr, WALTER REINFELD, Duluth. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CONNECTICUT— : 

Pres., FREDERICK RETTENMEYER, 16 Howe St., Meri- 
den. 

Sec., Miss CeLE KLEIN, 76 Harriet St., Bridgeport. 

Treas., WILLIAM REIScH, Plantsville. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF OREGON-WASHINGTON— 

Pres., C. R. StupeR, Pullman, Wash. 

Sec., MARTHA WALLAND, 1928 S. L. St., 
Wash. 

Treas., C. E. JAEGER, Chehalis, Wash. 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF NEBRASKA— 

Pres., Rev. K. DreFReEsE, Hooper. 

Sec., BERTHA DUERFELDT, Barada. 

Treas., EDNA SNELL, 6303 Binney St., Omaha. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF KANSAS— 

President, EpGak W. HoLtpEeNn, Greenleaf, Kan. 

Secretary, ERNA ACKELBIEN, 912 Union St., Em- 
poria, Kan. 

Treasurer, WALTER LANTZ, Chapman, Kan, 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN— 

Acting Pres., Mr. O. JORMA 11 West Fort St., 
Detroit. 

Sec., R. S. BRULAND, 240 Philadelphia St., E. Detroit. 

Treas., A. ExLrers, 183 Helen Ave., Detroit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF NORTH CAROLINA— 

Prete eo W. NeELson, Lutheran Seminary, Colum- 
la, is 

Sec., HicH RHYNE, Lenoir College, Hickory, N. C. ~ 

Treas., BERTHA CLINE, 621 N. Front St., Statesville, 
N. C. 
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District Leagues in States Not Organized 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LUTHER LEAGUE— 
Pres., H. CAEMMERER, 925 L St., N. W. 

Sec., Miss ELEANOR LANG, 3262 'N St., N.. Wi 
Treas., Miss RosE BRIGHT, 1505 Decatur St., N. W. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA— 

a CuHas. L. TRABERT, 27386 Elmwood Ave., Berke- 
ey. 

Sec., DorotHy ROEHL, 583 34th St., Oakland. 

Treas., Myron HestorFr, 337 Salina St., Salinas. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF BALTIMORE— 

Pres., CARL M. Distier, Esaq., 2905 N. Calvert St. 
Sec., "Marie E. BERGER, 21 E. Barney St. 

Treas., HELEN STEHMAN, 2635 Guilford Ave. ‘ 


LUTHER  eampg OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA 
SCOTI ; 

Pres., Mr. Jesse E. Hirtie, Bridgewater. 

Sec., Miss Amy HIMMELMAN, Rose Bay, Lunenberg. 

Treas., Mrs. ELLA Murpock, Bridgewater. 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF WHEELING AND 
VICINITY— 

Pres., JOHN Metzcer, Martin’s Ferry, Ohio. 

Sec., Miss EsTeELLA SHEpP, Bridgeport, Ohio. 

Treas., Miss MARIAN SEYLER, Marietta, Ohio. 


” 


Of the Church - By the Church- For the Church 


Luther ee) Peaque 
Review 


fet. “CAUSE” OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 


The “cause” of the American Red Cross is the cause of 
Humanity. The needs of Humanity for aid in War time or 
Peace time challenge it. 

War time demands upon the “Great Mother” were many 
and varied. The peace time demands—while differing 
materially—are equally numerous. 

Thé Red Cross never forgets the needs of our Service 
men, whether in hospitals, at home or with the Army of Oc- 
cupation in Germany. 

Preparedness against disaster—wherever, whenever it 
occurs—is imperative. ‘Twenty minutes after the Wall Street 
explosion occurred in New York, September 16th, Red Cross 
nurses and doctors, with plenty of. Red Cross supplies were at 
the scene of disaster. 

Over one thousand Red Cross nurses are in the “home 
field” today—fighting disease and ignorance and teaching 
health habits. Their work includes rural nursing service, 
school nursing and infant welfare. 

The Red Cross is teaching the Care of the Sick, Hygiene 
and First Aid and establishing Health Centers in its effort 
to reduce the needless thousands of deaths each year. 

Abroad there remains much for this great organization 
todo. In the fight against typhus alone the knowledge, equip- 
ment and experience of the Red Cross is a great factor. 

Give your dollar at the time of the Fourth Annual Roll 
Call, November 11 to 25, that its work for humanity may 
go on. 


The Story of the Pilgrims 


CROOBY, Amsterdam, Leyden, Ply- 
S mouth, these were the chief centers 

of the development of the Pilgrim 
movement, 

The history of its progress and growth 
covered practically the entire seventeenth 
century, from the time that a handful of 
Separatists fearfully met in each other’s 
home in Scrooby to study the Word of God, 
until Plymouth was absorbed by the Colony 
of Massachusetts. Keenly disappointed and 
often shocked because of what they regard- 
ed as empty formality and disgraceful 
worldliness in the Established Church, 
which, they declared, still retained many 
of the evils of the Roman Catholic Church 
of that day, they determined to “shake off 
the yoke of anti-Christian bondage,” and 
joined themselves by solemn covenant “into 
a church estate in the fellowship of the 
Gospel, to~ walk in all its ways, made 
known, or to be made known unto them, 
according to their best endeavors, what- 
ever it shall cost them.” 

This was their bond of union in Scrooby 
and throughout their history as a Church. 

Naturally this determination met with 
much hostility and opposition. They were 
not free to conduct their services as they 
wished. They had no church building, but 
met instead in the homes of their mem- 
bers, in small groups, under most adverse 
circumstances. 

No bell summoned them; no tap of drum; 
they needed constantly to be on their guard. 
Frequently they met in the woods and in 
secluded gravel pits. 

Later, the persecution of the Pilgrims be- 
came more severe. It is said that at this 
time the prisons of London “were crowded 
with Protestant prisoners and the public 
executioners were busy with rope and torch, 
hurrying into eternity the souls of men who 
were brave, true and loyal, and whose only 
offense was their earnest faith in Christ 
and their desire to worship God in the 
simplest and most direct way.” Others 
were put into prison and condemned to 
remain there until their lives were slowly 
worn out. 

The persecution of the Pilgrims in Eng- 
land came from three sources—the Church, 
the State, and their neighbors. How ex- 
tensive this persecution was has been vari- 
ously estimated. It may not have been 
very wide, for the Pilgrims were a com- 
paratively small body, and 
marked attention. But such as it was, it 
has much to do with the departure of the 
Pilgrims from England. 

Public officials were turned into spies 
and charged to be alert and unsparing in 
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doing the bidding of bishop and crown. 
There was no relief save in flight. 

The Pilgrims were Puritans, originally, 
but they withdrew from that body because 
it was believed that the Puritans were un- 
true to the “light,” as they accepted or con- 
doned certain practices of the Established 
Church to which the Pilgrims took excep- 
tion. 

The Puritans sought to reform the Es- 
tablished Church from within. The Pil- 
grims preferred to abolish it altogether. 

It is significant that ten years after the 
arrival of the Pilgrims in America the 
practices which the Pilgrims so heartily 
detested were discontinued, and later, in 
America, the Puritans accepted practically 
the entire program and policy of the Pil- 
grims. 

The migration of the Pilgrims, first to 
Holland and then to America, was not for 
the purpose of adventure nor for the sake 
of building up a prosperous economic com- 
munity, nor was it primarily for the pur- 
pose of ‘establishing trading posts which 
would result in great financial. gain, but to 
establish a free colony where they might 
worship God in their own way, to study and 
apply the Word of God as they pleased, 
and to set up a Christian commonwealth 
which should support and sustain the- 
Church. 

Had they been seeking freedom only, 
they might well have remained in Holland, 
for this country offered them all they de- 
sired in this respect—except that they were 
greatly limited in their economic progress 
because of their unwillingness to become 
Dutch citizens. But they were not content 
to enjoy freedom within a society to which 
they did not belong, and “so they went out 
into the Unknown in order to create a so- 
ciety in which they might enjoy freedom 
begotten of their own spirit.” : 

The fourteen years spent in Holland had 
given them an experience which they be- 
lieved fitted them for the Great Adventure. 
It was a question as to whether they would 
go to Guiana or to Virginia. Both these 
proposals were rejected by a vote of the 
people. It was finally decided to secure a 
“natent” for a settlement in Massachu- 
setts—but less than half the Pilgrims de- 
cided to leave Holland, it being agreed 
that the majority, whether they went or 
stayed, should retain the services of their 
minister, John Robinson. Thus Robinson 
remained in Leyden, although nominally 
he was also pastor of the Plymouth Pil- 
grims. 5 

On September 6, 1620, one hundred and 
two Pilgrims sailed from Plymouth, Eng- 
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land, on the “Mayflower,” the original 
point of departure having been Delfshaven, 
Holland. Among the passengers were 
twenty-nine women and twelve children. 
Their attempts to flee from England to 
Holland had often been frustrated by un- 
scrupulous captains of ships they engaged 
and others upon whom they relied, and the 
trip to America also had its share of un- 
sympathetic persons among members of 
the “Mayflower” crew. 

After suffering great hardships - aboard 
ship, on a voyage which required sixty- 
four days, and after spending five weary 
weeks in search of a site suitable for 
founding their settlement, the place already 
designated as Plymouth was selected. 

They first landed on what they later 
ealled “Clark’s Island.” Governor Brad- 
ford, in his history, gives us particulars re- 
garding this point in their history: 

“In the morning they find the place to 
be a small island secure from Indians. 
And this being the last day of the week, 
they here dry their stuff, fix their pieces, 
rest themselves, return God thanks for 
their many deliverances, and here the next 
day keep their Christian Sabbath. The 
next day, Monday, they sailed up to the 
shore below us, and, stepping on Plymouth 
Rock, made the exploration which ulti- 
mately determined them to fix upon this 
place as their plantation.” 

During the first year, half the people 
died because of a disease which gripped 
them. 

Ten years after settlement, Plymouth 
numbered but 300 souls. In 1643, when the 
New England confederacy was formed, the 
population of Plymouth was about 3,000. 


The “Mayflower” Pilgrims were plain 
farmers. They were without social recog- 
nition. Social recognition would have been 


more likely to make them acquiescent and 
contented with things as they were. There 
were a few trained artisans among them, 
who had learned, through a rather discour- 
aging experience in Holland, some of the 
rougher trades. — 

During the first three years they had 
much difficulty in adjusting themselves to 
the new conditions, but after repeated dis- 
appointments they finally established their 
colony upon a sound economic basis. 

A cheap wit has sometimes made the Pil- 
grims appear ludicrous and often their at- 
titude toward certain social and legislative 
matters has seemed narrow and bigoted, 
not to say heartless and unscrupulous. 

For example, it has been charged that 
the early legislation of the Pilgrims was 
noted for its severity above that of any 
other country. But those who make the 
charge know little of the history of crim- 
inal law, 
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The Compact, drawn up and signed in 
the cabin of the “Mayflower,” was the 
fundamental law of the new state. In their 
legislation the Pilgrims were guided by 
the conception of equal rights and com- 
mon duties announced in this great instru- 
ment. Of this Compact it has been said: 

“The Mayflower Compact is an immor- 
tal document. It is justly counted one of 
the most important contributions made to 
the civic thought of the world.” 

In 16386, there were among the Pilgrims 
only six erimes which were punishable by 
death. These were treason, murder, witch- 
craft, arson, rape, and crimes against 
nature. Only ten persons were convicted 
by the Pilgrims during the seventy years 
of their independent existence. 

At the time the Pilgrims left Scrooby, the 
English law books enumerated thirty-one 
crimes for which a man might be deprived 
of his life. In 1819 there were 223 offenses 
which, in the judgment of British parlia- 
ments, might be suitably punished by death. 
In their first codes, Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut each had twelve capital offenses. 
There were no convictions for either treason 
or witchcraft, or arson, or assaults on vir- 
tue, among the Pilgrims. 

When the Pilgrims were framing their 
laws England and Scotland were burning 
and hanging witches. 

At the date of the landing of the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth Rock, as earlier and later, be- 
lief in witchcraft was well-nigh universal. 

It is worth while to remember that the 
Colony had a remarkable scarcity of 
witches within its bounds, and a decided 
indisposition on the part of the authorities 
to convict persons charged with this crime. 
From first to last there were only two 
cases brought to trial. Neither of the two 
was convicted. 

Likewise, one hears occasionally about 
the unjust treatment of the Indians by the 
Pilgrims.. A very common bit of wit is that 
which declares that “first the Pilgrims fell 
upon their knees, then they fell upon the 
aborigines.” But, with the exception of a 
few incidental skirmishes with a very few 
Indians, the Pilgrims were at peace with 
the red men, and a treaty was made that 
was faithfully kept by both sides for fifty 
years. 

The Pilgrims were scrupulously honest 
with the Indians'in the payment of debts 
and in the keeping of contracts. Occasion- 
ally, individuals among the Pilgrims took 
an unfair advantage of them, but the Col- 
ony as a whole was fair and dealt with 
them in good faith. 

They also dealt squarely with their cred- 
itors back in England. In 1627, the Colony 
bought up the old stock of the merchant 

(Continued on page 7) 


Forming Group Convictions—“Topics” 


BY REV. C. P. HARRY. 


VERY Young People’s Society, I sup- 

pose, finds its greatest difficulty and 

its constant problem in the “topics.” 
I believe there are two reasons for that. 
The first, the introduction of the topic into 
the devotional meeting, and the other, the 
planning of courses which are too preten- 
tious for the average group. It would be 
better, perhaps, for the Luther League of 
America to have a topics secretary of en- 
cyclopedic nature who would be ready and 
able to counsel with societies or groups of 
societies as to the best topics for them to 
have. Planning for the nation or. other 
wide groups makes it difficult to arrange 
courses which will really fit local needs and 
draw out the young people gradually into 
wider interests. I take it that the devo- 
tional meetings should have themes as men- 
tioned in the preceding paper on which 
there is little dispute and in which all may 
have spiritual experience. Topics should 
be kept for a separate meeting. This might 
be held on the same evening and in the 
same place either before or after the devo- 
tional meeting. The topics should be 
planned to form group convictions and to 
encourage group action. In them there 
should be much and free discussion. I shall 
indicate how to select and plan a course by 
which group convictions may be formed. 

Select a general subject. This had better 
be done by the committee appointed for the 
purpose. In selecting a subject bear in 
mind the law of interest—local problems 
are more interesting than general problems; 
interest proceeds from concrete to abstract 
and from known to unknown. Before tak- 
ing up foreign missions in your society try 
to solve some local moral or spiritual prob- 
lem. Many who might ultimately be en- 
thusiastically interested in foreign problems 
have been turned against all such because 
they could not visualize the problem there. 
Had they been helped to see and solve local 
problems they could: easily have been led to 
see the same questions and needs abroad. 
Begin at home and branch out. Having se- 
lected a general subject on which it is de- 
sired to form a group conviction, there are 
two ways to bring it before the society, by 
a series of similar topics on the general 
subject, or by a course developing the field 
fully. In some societies whose interest is 
low, it may not be possible to do either; but 
for a while a simple series of miscellaneous 
subjects may have to be presented. 

In either case the ways in which the sub- 
jects are to come before the society and 
how its convictions are to be formed come 
next. The methods here, as before, are 
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arranged in the order in which they have 
value for developing group conviction, de- 
pending upon the culture of the individuals 
forming the group, the amount of informa- 
tion they already possess or can readily 
obtain and their ability to use it in debate. 
For group conviction, like group worship, is 
conviction formed by the group itself. It 
involves debate, discussion and conflicting 
opinions and views until the higher unity 
of real group conviction is attained. There 
are six ways of forming this conviction. 
These are arranged in ascending scale of 
intelligence and group value. 1. By a series 
of speakers; 2, by one speaker giving a 
series of lectures which form the course; 
3, by debates in the society between two or 
more selected speakers; 4, by papers pre- 
sented by members of the group and dis- 
cussed in the meeting; 5, by discussion of a 
book covering the course; 6, by a round 
table. Let us speak of each briefly. 

The weakest way in which to form group 
conviction is that of the series of different 
speakers. It is often necessary to begin 
this way where the information possessed 
by the members of the group is small. Such 
a series of speakers will furnish informa- 
tion. Later it may be possible to advance 
to better ways. It is obvious there can be 
no group conviction unless all the members 
of the group are so passive that they are 
convinced of every thing they hear> Even 
then their convictions will vary with the 
succeeding speakers so that nothing but in- 
formation on which to build up a group 
conviction later is gained. That is some- 
thing, however. It is all that can be done 
in some societies. No topic committee 
should be content to have its society remain 
in such a passive, weak and colorless atti- 
tude. 

A special speaker giving the course will 
have opportunity not only to give informa- 
tion, but really to mold opinion by the 
course he gives. Even here group conviction 
is not likely to be formed very well. He 
presents his views. He will likely mold the 
views of the group by the opportunity he 
has of repeatedly presenting those views 
and upholding them in the course offered. 
But until the members of the group have 
discussion and opinion within the group is 
modified by the members of the group them- 
selves in their discussion, the convictions 
formed will be passive and fragile. 

This very thing is afforded by debates 
between members of the group. There must 
be discussion. The society will take sides 
as their own views are strengthened or 
changed by the course of the debate, and in. 
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the end a real group opinion will arise, dif- 
ferent from that held by anyone before the 
debating began. Subjects which do not 
lend themselves to debate are either dead 
issues because the convictions of the group 
are already formed, or they are merely in- 
forming and no difference of opinion is 
possible. 

When the debate is taken out of the 
hands of regularly appointed debaters and 
following a paper opening the subject, the 
discussion becomes general with all or most 
of the group offering opinions and argu- 
ments, group conviction is really in the 
making and something good is bound to 
result. 

The same thing follows with reference 
to discussion on the statements and views 
of a book covering the course. This is the 
usual method in schools and colleges and 
many excellent books covering a wide range 
of subjects have been prepared. They are 
more valuable than the individual paper 
because they contain more information, 
more mature opinion and treat their 
subjects more fully than local writers would 
usually do. Finally, at the height of the 
formation of group conviction is the round 
table. To carry it on successfully, the 
whole group must be well informed and 
ready to advance opinions. No paper is 
presented. The subject is worked up by 
all and the fruits of their studies present- 
ed. The result is real group conviction. 

In most societies it will involve a good 
bit of work on the part of the topic com- 
mittee, if a successful course it to be given. 
Whatever methods may be followed the 
committee will not have done its full duty 
by naming subjects and speakers, ete. It 
ought to prepare an analytical outline or 
syllabus of the course (or a program of 
the miscellany if that is deemed as much 
as the group can handle) with reference to 
reading matter, giving facts, opinions, illus- 
trations and stories. It should gather and 
offer information on special topics and fur- 
nish special illustrative material. At the 
conclusion of the outline a plan of action 
by which the society may apply its convic- 
tions should be suggested. If it can fur- 
nish a questionnaire for review, suggestion 
and personal application of the various 
parts of the course and the activities sug- 
gested, it will offer further help. 

The subjects which may be taken up are 
innumerable. They fall into fiye groups: 
Biblical, treating of the Bible, its books, 
interpretation, etc.; theological, with refer- 
ence to the great facts and teachings of our 
religion about God and His works; ecclesi- 
astical, about the Church and its activities 
—history, worship, education, missions, 
philanthropies, organization and organiza- 
tions; ethical, of the principles, motives and 
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practices of every day Christianity; social, 
of Christianity in group, community and 
national life. 

Amongst rational men and women of 
character, action follows conviction. The 
weakness of much of our action is due to 
the uncertainty of our opinion. It is worth 
while doing hard work to reach firm and 
sound convictions. This is even more true 
of groups than of individuals. No better 
opportunity to serve is offered most people 
than that afforded by place on a topics com- 
mittee which will do its work in the way 
outlined above. And no better service can 
be rendered than to assist a group of young 
men and women to arrive at sound convic- 
tions of their own through the discussions 
in the Luther League or other group of 
which they form part. 

~ fo 
STORY OF THE PILGRIMS 
(Continued from page 5) 
adventurers who had become the responsi- 
ble backers of their enterprise, and within 
seven years they had paid for it in full 
from the fruits of their labor. 

The high character of the Pilgrims has 
been very generally recognized by the stu- 
dents of history. James Russell Lowell 
said concerning them: 

“Next to the fugitives whom Moses led 
out of Egypt, the little shipload of outcasts 
who landed at Plymouth are destined to in- 
fluence the future of the world.” 

One reason for this may be found in the 
statement written by Robinson and Brew- 
ster to Sir Edwin Sandys: 

“It is not with us as with other men 
whom small things can discourage or small 
discontentments cause to wish themselves 
at home.” 

The Pilgrims made important contribu- 
tions to modern life. Their advanced ideas 
of democracy helped not only this country, 
but influenced England and Europe. Their 
social and economic legislation has served 
as a valuable basis for the legislation of all 
time. Their principles of community life 
and service were far in advance of any- 
thing that even most modern teachers have 
advocated. They applied the Bible to the 
common facts of life in a most practical 
fashion, making the Book more real and 
vital to the everyday man. : 

But undoubtedly their best work was’ 
done in the field of religious liberty and in 
their insistence that every man stands be- 
fore God as an individual, with all the 
rights and privileges of any other believer 
in the world—no matter what his ecclesias- 
tical or political position. 

Codperation is so directing yourself that 
others can work with you. 


A Lutheran World-Wide Excursion 


BY HOWARD R. GOLD. 


EXT to traveling, reading affords the 
best opportunity for a wide acquaint- 
ance. Traveling is expensive, espe- 

cially just now. But Lutherans are deter- 
mined to become acquainted with one 
another and with their extensive Church 
operations. It is made possible by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, which authorizes 
the production of the Lutheran World Al- 
manac. The book is nearing completion. 


The idea back of the preparation of this 
valuable volume is primarily one of educa- 
tion. There is power in solidarity. There 
is enormous power in the knowledge that 
many millions are witnessing to the same 
eternal truths and are seeking to establish 
the Kingdom through the same Church. 
For this reason particularly the book is 
prepared. A secondary object is to make it 
convenient for others than members of the 
Lutheran Church to gain information. 
Much confusion and annoyance have result- 
ed from the ignorance of people about the 
Lutheran Church. This should be reme- 
died. 

The Almanac will contain 500 pages. It 
will give more detailed information on the 
Lutheran Church throughout the world 
than ever was assembled before. Statistics 
will be illustrated by graphs and maps. 
There are directories of the activities and 
digests of the most important departments 
of Church work. It is, in brief, a survey 
of the whole Lutheran Church, her strength, 
equipment and work. 


How THE Book May BE USED. 


Obviously the Almanac may be used for 
personal reference and study. A pastor, a 
teacher, a Luther Leaguer, a church worker 
of any kind, will find it a necessary aid to 
an intelligent understanding of a world- 
wide Lutheranism. The Bible school library 
should contain a copy. Surely, every Lu- 
theran institution of higher education 
should have a copy, or several. State uni- 
versities, non-Lutheran colleges, normal 
schools, and academies should have in their 
libraries this reference book. Surely, every 
public library in the country should have a 
copy. Wherever a newspaper office has a 
reference library, there a copy should be 
found. 


How Ir May Ber DISTRIBUTED. 


We have just said what ought to be done. 
Now, how can it be done? We have a very 
definite task here for the Luther Leaguer. 
We shall assume that the pastors will them- 
selves buy a copy, or the Church council, or 
a friend, will make them a gift of one. 


The Sunday School administration should 
supply the Sunday School. The task 
I would suggest to the Luther League 
is to place a copy of the Lutheran 
World Almanac in the public library of the 
community. Let the local Luther League 
place a copy in the nearest library. If 
there is but one Luther League in a com- 
munity and several libraries, either public, 
college or university, that society should 
see to it that each library receives a copy. 
Libraries purchase few religious books. 
Not many will purchase this Almanac. If 
we wish it to be where the community goes 
for information, somebody in the Lutheran 
Church must place it there. Can we de- 
pend on the Luther League and others? 


This is a real service that challenges the 
mettle of our young people. The task is not 
a mean one. There are 1,745 public libra- 
ries in the country; in addition to this, there 
are 16,000 subscription libraries. The lat- 
ter includes private and semi-private li- 
braries of various kinds; many of them 
have a large collection of historical books. 
Let us think merely of the 1,745 public 
libraries. At this moment I do not know 
of the number of patrons of the libraries, 
but they surely run into the millions. Then 
there is the amazing array of non-Lutheran 
educational institutions; they will hardly 
buy the Almanac, and yet each should 
have it. 


Read these figures: 
versities and technical schools; 524 profes- 
sional schools; 273 public and private normal 


schools; 69 agricultural and mechanical 
schools; 13,922 high schools—a total of 
15,362. You cannot provide all, but many 
of these. If the Lutherans are actually in 


earnest about making known the value of 
the Church, here is an opportunity. 


Wuat Must Be Done. 


Ten thousand copies of the Almanac must 
be sold, and sold in advance. The National 
Lutheran Council has made strict stipula- 
tion for the production and distribution of 
this volume. The Council set a popular 
price. It believes thousands want the book 
and that every real live Lutheran will 
speak about it to his Lutheran neighbor 
and others.’ 

This is a chance for the Leagues to do a 
definite, practical thing. Purchase this Al- 
manac. Secure several copies and place 
them in your community where they will do 
the most good: Do this thing now! 

Send orders to the Lutheran Bureau, 437 


Fifth avenue. Price $1.50 cloth, $1 paper. 


574 colleges, uni- | 
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Christian Science Neither Christian Nor 
Scientific 


BY REV. Go WesaANDT, D-D- 


HEN Billy Sunday was asked what 
he thought of Christian Science, he 
replied with emphasis: “It is the 

worst tommyrot that ever came down 
the pike.” He used such vigorous language 
because he well knew that if Mrs. Eddy’s 
teachings were right his own preaching 
must be wrong. To call her teachings 
Christian is to call all that Christ and His 
Apostles, all that the church fathers, all 
that Luther and the other reformers taught, 
un-Christian. The two sets of teachings 
are as far from each other as the poles and 
can no more be reconciled than fire and 
water. When you set up the one, you 
knock the other down. When you let the 
one into your heart, you inevitably drive 
the other out. The two can no more live 
together than could Mrs. Eddy and her 
second husband, Patterson, from whom she 
was divorced after twenty years of unhappy 
wedlock that she might marry Asa Gilbert 
Eddy, who became her willing drudge. 
It seems almost like attempting to show 
that disease is not health, or that worms 
are not an essential part of the apple, to 
set out to prove that Christian Science is 
just as little Christian as it is scientific; 
but I have been asked to do it, and so here 
goes: 

First, Christian Science teaches that 
“God is divine principle,’ an “impersonal 
being;” that Christ and Jesus are not the 
same, that “the Virgin Mother conceived 
this idea of God, and gave to her ideal the 
name of Jesus>” that the Holy Spirit is 
Christian Science. 

Search the Scriptures from Genesis to 
Revelation and find, if you can, anything 
that remotely resembles such absurd and 
irreverent teaching. Who could ever think 
of praying to a principle, or an idea, or to 
Christian Science? No wonder Mrs. Eddy 
had no use for prayer. She had no real 
personal God to whom she could pray. 

Second, Christian Science denies the reality 
of sin and death. “Man is incapable of sin, 
sickness and death,” Mrs. Eddy says. It is 
“mortal mind” that gets us to think there 
is such a thing as sin or sickness or death, 

and if we could banish the thought, we 
could banish the thing. 

How utterly at variance this all is with 
what Christ had to say about sin, or had to 
do in healing the sick or in raising the dead, 
need only be stated. When Jesus said: 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” did He mean, 
“Get rid of the thought and you’ll be rid 


of your sins?” When He cured the lepers, 
did He drive only the thought of leprosy 
cut of their minds, or a real leprosy out of 
their bodies? When He said, “Lazarus, 
come forth,” did He drive the thought of 
death out of Lazarus’ mind or restore the 
soul back to the body it had left? Un- 
Christian Science says the former; the 
Scriptures, the latter. 

Third, Christian Science denies salvation 
through the death of a real Jesus on a real 
Cross. As there is no sin, there is no need 
of a Saviour, no need of an atonement, no 
need of forgivenes. 

What, then, becomes of that great pas- 
sage of Isaiah: “He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him and by His stripes we are 
healed?” What becomes of all that Paul 
wrote about the redemption purchased by 
the blood of Christ? It is striking at the 
very heart of the Gospel to teach people 
that they are not sinners, that they need 
not repent, need not be forgiven, and that 
the Cross of Christ and the shedding of His 
blood was all in vain. 

(a) Briefly, the Christian believes in the 
Word of God; the Christian Scientist in the 
word of a woman. 

(b) The Christian believes in the Per- 
sonal God as revealed in the Scriptures; 
the Christian Scientist believes in an im- 
personal principle or idea which fills all 
space and all men, and which he calls God. ° 

(c) The Christian believes that sin is 
real and that all men are born in sin; the 
Christian Scientist says there is no such 
thing as real sin or a real sinner. 

(d) The Christian believes that only by 
repentance and faith in a real Redeemer, 
whose blood was shed on the Cross as an 
atonement for the sin of the world, can any 
man hope to be saved; the Christian Scien- 
tist locates the salvation of man in his 
mind—let him get rid of the thought of 
sin and he is saved. 

(e) The Christian believes that he lives 
in a real world where he must fight sin 
and evil if he would win eternal life; the 
Christian. Scientist shuts his eyes to reali- 
ties and lives in a sort of dreamland until 
Death, which he denies, knocks at the door 
and proves to him that he is real. 

That Christian Science is unscientific 
may be made altogether plain by quoting 
a few sentences from Mrs. Eddy. She 
speaks of natural science as “material 

(Continued on page 15) 


Christian Science: Its Creed or Religious 
Tenets 


(Reprinted from “The Lutheran,” January 1, 1914.) 


HIS article is the result of the experi- 
ence of a pastor with a confirmed but 
lapsed member. He married the daugh- 

ter of a “healer,” turned Christian Scientist 
and asked for a letter of dismissal. The 
letter and answer are here given: 

DEAR SIR: 

The great misconception of Christian 
Science and the grave misunderstanding of 
Christian Scientists under which you labor 
surprised and shocked me when I read your 
letter. 

Let me quote to you the “Tenets of The 
Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, in Boston, Mass.,”’ to be signed by 
those uniting with it: 

“1. As adherents of Truth, we take the 
inspired Word of the Bible as our sufficient 
guide to eternal Life. 

“9. We acknowledge and adore one su- 
preme and infinite God. We acknowledge 
His Son, one Christ, the Holy Ghost or di- 
vine Comforter; and man in God’s image 
and likeness. 

“3. We acknowledge God’s forgiveness 
of sin in the destruction of sin and the 
spiritual understanding that casts out evil 
as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished 
as long as the belief lasts. 

“4, We acknowledge Jesus’ atonement 
as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, 
unfolding man’s unity with God through 
Christ Jesus the Way Shower; and we ac- 
knowledge that man is saved through Christ, 
Truth, Life and Love as demonstrated by 
the Galilean prophet in healing the sick 
and overcoming sin and death. 

“5. We acknowledge that the crucifixion 
of Jesus and his resurrection served to up- 
lift faith to understand eternal Life, even 
the allness of Soul, Spirit and the nothing- 
ness of matter. 

“6, And we solemnly promise to watch 
and pray for that Mind to be in us which 
was also in Christ Jesus; to do unto others 
as we would have them do unto us; and to 
be merciful, just and pure. 

“MARY BAKER Eppy.” 

No book in all this wide world has caused 
more people to read the Bible than Science 
and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by 
Mary Baker Eddy. The daily lesson is 
found in the Bible—Old and New Testa- 
ments—and the passages are correctly in- 
terpreted by corresponding passages found 
in Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. The Bible 


in a Scientist’s home is well thumbed from 
usage. 

The Christian Science Church is the only 
Church where healing Christianity, the 
Christianity as understood by Christ Jesus 
is taught. The rediscovery of this wonder- 
ful Truth by Mary Baker Eddy is making 
more people believe each day that they are 
made “in the image and likeness of God,” 
and we know God to be perfect, supreme. 

Again I ask you for my letter of dismis- 


sal. Very truly yours, 


THE ANSWER. 
Dear Friend: 

I received your letter and feel that I owe 
you an answer. 

You are shocked to find me laboring 
under a great misconception of Christian 
Science. But nearly 500,000,000 Christians 
share it with me. I am not judging from 
hearsay, but have read Mrs. Eddy’s book 
closely, as one who has been trained to 
judge between truth and error on the basis 
of Scripture. My copy of Science and 
Health was given me by people of my 
former church in Buffalo, a family of four, 
who had left the Church to find healing for 
tuberculosis in Christian Science. One died 
and three returned, two in the last stages 
of the disease. Their copy I read care- 
fully. I feel sure that I am able to judge 
whether nineteen centuries and millions of 
Christians were wrong until Mrs. Eddy, 
following Dr. Phineas P. Quimby of Port- 
land, Me., “found the truth.” 

Do you know anything of Mrs. Eddy’s 
life? Read her life story by Georgine Mil- 
mine. She was a clever business woman. 
She charged $300 for twelve lessons from 
each pupil and copyrighted her “revela- 
tions.” She commercialized the “Gift of 
God” and cleared $1,000,000. Do you know 
any prophet or teacher who copyrighted 
“God’s spiritual gift”? The apostles and 
other great later teachers, like Luther, gave 
freely and after the example of the un- 
selfish Saviour and died as poor men. Mrs. 
Eddy died a millionaire. ; 

A grave reflection upon her sincerity and 
humility is her repudiation of any debt in 
the matter of her “discovery” to Dr. Quim- 
by, whereas earlier in her career she ex- 
tolled him in the public press as her teach- 
er and guide. She was selfish and commer- 
cial to a degree. I like Tenet 6, but Mrs. 
Eddy’s life was not modeled after it. 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 


You say that Mrs. Eddy’s book has 
caused more Bible reading than any other 
in the wide world. Your enthusiasm pre- 
vents you from realizing the wild extrava- 
gance of this statement. Just think of the 
nearly 500,000,000 Christians in the world. 
True, many of them ought to read their 
Bibles better, but the majority read the 
Bible daily. As to influence on Bible read- 
ing, Luther, not to mention many others, 
is like the sun compared to the faint star 
of Mrs. Eddy. She is in_a different class. 
Rev. Russell, the Millennial Dawn Prophet, 
has, notwithstanding his publicly proven 
grave moral defects, caused at least as 
many people to read the Bible, especially 
in parts, as Mrs. Eddy. The Latter Day 
Saints, also known as the Mormons, are 
another case in point. They have held 
polygamy to be divine and they also con- 
sider the Bible to be inspired. Now, their 
special book alongside the Bible, Prophet 
Joe Smith’s Book of Mormon, has caused 
five times more people at the very least to 
read the Bible than Mrs. Eddy’s book. 

But let us examine the “Tenets” which 
you so confidently quote, as though they 
settled everything. 

Tenet 1 states precisely what Christian 
Scientists do not do. Because they cannot; 
Mrs. Eddy does not allow it. She places 
her book above the Bible and all Eddyites 
meekly say “Amen.” Mrs. Eddy claims the 
sole right to explain the Bible correctly, and 
to correct it where it is wrong. She denies 
the right of private judgment more effec- 
tively than the Roman Catholic system, for 
she forbids. preaching. There is to be but 
one preacher in all the world—Mrs. Eddy. 
She creates one pope, now and forever— 
Mrs. Eddy. 

‘Tenet 2 is a statement of faith concern- 
ing God. The ordinary human mind would 
be puzzled to know why in this connection 
a statement concerning the nature of man 
is made. It becomes clear when reading 
Mrs. Eddy’s book. She teaches that man is 
an essential part of God. Therefore the 
definition of God: Father, Son, Holy Ghost, 
plus man. As a matter of fact, Mrs. Eddy 
in her book clearly denies the essential per- 
sonality of God. He is principle, imper- 
sonal, like the “principle of mathematics,” 
as she often and positively repeats. Also 
she says, “mind is everything,” and “there 
is no mind, but God”; so man’s mind is a 
part of God. Accordingly, God, the supreme 
being separate from all other intelligent 
existences, whom Christians have hitherto 
prayed to, does not exist. What then is the 
meaning of the words of the first Com- 
mandment: “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me”? Who says this and to whom 
does He speak? Have you ever heard of 
Pantheism? or Pan-Egoism? 
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Tenet 2 is so unscriptural that the pro- 
verbial “blind man with a ten-foot pole” 
can sense it. However, the tenet is not 
merely wrong, but devilishly vicious. It 
concludes: “But the belief in sin is pun- 
ished, as long as the belief lasts.” If ap- 
plied to John Wilkes Booth, the assassin 
of Lincoln, or to the drink-besotted man 
who brutally maltreats his family, starves 
them, and propagates idiots, where do we 
come out? This is moral poison. Other un- 
balanced minds have also tried to solve the 
tremendous problem of evil by the denial 
of its existence, but it has always been 
judged by the whole race as moral poison. 
Surely Christ and the Bible do not teach it. 
The Panthcist or Pan-egoist may have to. 

Tenet 4 has no use for Bible passages 
like “The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin’; “God hath made 
Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.” 

In fact, Mrs. Eddy expressly and repeat- 
edly denies these truths in ‘her book, “Sci- 
ence and Health,” see page 8380 (Edition 
1898). 

Tenet 5 is interesting in connection with 
Tenet 1. It emphasizes the fact that Mrs. 
Eddy takes the most unwarranted liberties 
with the Bible, in order to rule out the fact 
of Christ’s death, for which she has no use. 
She denies Christ’s death. John, the Evan- 
gelist, met with this error in his day and 
wrote as he did, John 19:33-35. Mrs. Eddy 
falsifies Scripture to suit her in this denial; 
see page 3850. The saying is: The devil 
quotes Scripture to suit his purpose. Mrs. 
Eddy falsifies the text to suit her purpose. 

Mrs. Eddy does the same with the Lord’s 
Supper. This sacrament was instituted by 
Christ as a memorial of His suffering and 
death for sin, saying, “Do this in remem- 
brance of me.” Christian Science says: 
No, we will do something else, for the agony 
in Gethsemane, the pain, the blood-shedding 
and the death are “errors of mortal sense.” 
Let us rather have the “spiritual breakfast” 
of Galilee (p. 340). 

You say in the last part of your letter: 
“Christian Science is the only church where 
healing Christianity, the Christianity as 
understood by Christ, is taught.” Of 
course, in this understanding of Christian- 
ity nearly 500,000,000 Christians disagree 
with you. They believe on the basis of 
Scripture that the greatest enemy of man 
is sin and not sickness. The soul is more 
than the body. Christ did not come to save 
bodies, but souls. Read the New Testament 
without commentary and see for yourself. 

As to healing, I find that Christian Sci- 
ence claims to heal all manner of disease, 
except dental troubles, but feels as yet un- 
able to attempt surgery mentally. I say, 
“as yet unable,” for Mrs. Eddy states. the 
possibility of growing a lost leg on again 
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as a lobster does a lost claw, p. 484. Horses 
and pigs do not, but lobsters do. Her mean- 
ing is that when man is in a position to 
reduce his mind to the level of a lobster, 
he can grow again a lost limb, for she adds, 
“The less mind there is manifested in mat- 
ter, the better.” If she means something 
else, what is it? Look it up in your book 
and tell me. I could multiply examples of 
such crudities of thought and doctrine over 
a number of letter pages. 

You may ask, Do you not believe that 
Christian Science achieves cures? I am 
informed that it cures functional diseases, 
as physicians from the hoary ages of Aescu- 
lapius down to this day have done by sug- 
gestion, conviction, state of mind, faith, 
whatever you like to call it. Christian 
Science has never proved a cure of organic 
disease. The healings of Christ and the 
apostles were of an entirely different na- 
ture. They were supernatural, and were 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


performed to open the way for the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of salvation from sin and 
the power of Satan. 

Francis Schlatter, the Western Healer; 
Alexander Dowie, of Zion City fame, and 
the greater Catholic shrines have according 
to report effected more cures individually 
than any Christian Scientist, including Mrs. 
Eddy herself, ever did. As a matter of 
fact, I believe that Mrs. Eddy could have 
learned more from Schlatter or Dowie than 
from her mentor, Dr. Quimby of Portland, 
Me. 

And now you can see how it is that I 
cannot give you a letter of dismissal to 
Christian Science. Christian Churches and 
Christian Science have nothing in common, 
for Christian Science denies the Lord and 
His atonement. It is outside of the pale 
of Christianity. It is neither Christian nor 
Science. Yours sincerely, 

ApOLF H. HOLTHUSEN. 


— 


Luther League of Illinois 


Twenty-fifth Annual Convention, Chicago, September 10 and 11, 1920 


versary Convention of the Luther 

League of Illinois, September 10 and 
11, and as usual, showed the “I WILL” 
spirit by doing things up right. 

The attendance at all sessions was ex- 
ceptionally good, Chicago Leagues being 
represented by 78 delegates, and visitors 
and delegates from various parts of the 
State being in evidence. 

The first session opened on Friday even- 
ign at 8 o’clock, with the president in 
charge. The address of welcome was fit- 
tingly made by Dr. Long of Wicker Park 
Church and the response by Kenneth A. 
Hurst, State President. We were favored 
by an anthem rendered by St. Luke’s Choir 
and the speaker of the evening, Rev. Or- 
lando Ingovolstadt,. delivered a most elo- 
quent anniversary address. 

A social hour, which gave us an oppor- 
tunity to get acquainted, was spent in the 
church parlors, after the session. 

A second session, Saturday morning, was 
devoted chiefly to business, appointing of 
committees, president’s and executive sec- 
retary’s reports, and the like. An jinter- 
esting feature of this meeting was the 
“round table” discussion led by Rev. Uber 
of Princeton, Illinois. Many good thoughts 
were brought out at this session, along the 
lines of the Missionary work of the indivi- 
dual leagues. 

A delicious luncheon was served to the 
de’egates and visitors by the members of 
Wicker Park Church, 


Ce entertained the Silver Anni- 


At the afternoon session we were priv- 
ileged to listen to Mr. Harry Hodges in a 
splendid address on “What the Luther 
League has done for Christian Missions.” 
New business was taken care of, resolutions 
adopted and plans made to raise as much 
money as possible to help liquidate the Na- 
tional Debt. 

Election of officers resulted in the follow- 
ing being elected: : 

President—Kenneth A. Hurst, Carthage, 
Ml. 

Recording Secretary—Adelaide 
Chicago, Ill. 

Executive Secretary—Alice Christenser_ 
Chicago, Ill. 

Treasurer—Charles Iverson, Chicago, IIl. 

Member of the Executive Committee 
(three year term)—Lawrence Wang, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

We were the guests of the Wicker Park 
Church for dinner in the evening and en- 
joyed a pleasant social hour before the 
opening of the last session. 

The evening session closed this conver- 
iton with an address by Rev. W. C. Davis, 
Indianapolis, Ind., his topic being “Chris- 
tianity Applied to the Problems of Today” 
and installation of officers by the Rey. Dr. 
Seibert. 

We feel that we have profited by this con- 
vention, that it is good for us to exchange 
ideas and to go back to our local Leagues 
stimulated to greater activity than in the 
past, and may God’s blessing rest on the 
Luther League and its work. 


Wade, 


Our Women Vote 


T the coming election, the women of 

the United States, after a long fight 

covering a period of many years, will 
exercise the right of suffrage. 


TEXT OF THE NINETEENTH AMENDMENT. 


“The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any 
state on account of sex. Congress shall 
have power to enforce this article by ap- 
propriate legislation.” 


» STORY OF GREAT FIGHT. 


With ratification of the thirty-sixth state 
out of the way, the seventy-two-year strug- 
gle of American women for the right to 
vote is settled forever. There is nothing 
more to be done but for the Secretary of 
State to issue the proclamation announcing 
that the nineteenth amendment is a part of 
the constitution. 

It was in 1848 that a first “woman’s 
rights” convention. met in Seneca Falls, 
N. Y. Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton were the leaders in that first big 
suffrage demonstration. 

Soon after Susan B. Anthony became the 
leader in the suffrage movement. It was 
she who, in 1875, drafted what has now 
become the nineteenth amendment to the 
constitution, and it still bears her name. 

When the question of freedom for the 
slaves came into prominence, Miss Anthony 
became an ardent abolitionist. In 1857 she 
spoke and wrote for negro freedom. 

But this does not mean she was not 
also agitating for women’s freedom. In 
the Civil War women were prevailed upon 
by men in Congress to give up their strug- 
gle for the vote, with the promise that when 
the war was over “justice would be done.” 

Sfisan B. Anthony made up her mind 
that she would find out whether she, as 
a woman, was a “citizen” or even a “per- 
son.” In 1872, with fifteen other women, 
she went to a polling place in the Eighth 
Ward in Rochester and registered. On No- 
vember 5 the fifteen women cast their votes 
and in two weeks Miss Anthony was ar- 
_ rested by a deputy United States marshal. 
The women were convicted of illegal voting 
and were fined. All paid except Miss An- 
thony, who refused and applied for a writ 
of habeas corpus. She never did pay the 
fine. During these early years of struggle 
woman suffrage was anything but popular, 
and Miss Anthony was mobbed, rotten- 
egged and burned in effigy for her stand. 

Until within the last seven years the 
struggle for woman suffrage in this coun- 
try has been carried on by the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association, 


and its presidents have been leaders of the 
seventy-two-year battle to obtain the ballot 
for women. 

Two associations were formed just after 
the Civil War, the National Woman Suf- 
frage Association and the American Suf- 
frage Association, but these were merged 
into the present National American Woman 


Suffrage Association in 1890. This is 
affillated with the International Woman 
Suffrage Association, founded by Mrs. 


Carrie Chapman Catt, its president and 
president of the American branch. 


“No MERGER YET. 


It had been expected that the American 
Woman Suffrage Association: would have 
been disbanded ere this and most of its 
forces merged into the National League of 
Women Voters. But the unexpected delay 
in the last lap of the ratification race has 
kept the original suffrage organization in 
action. 

In 1913 a congressional committee was 
formed, with Miss Alice Paul, who had been 
in the militant suffrage campaign in Eng- 
land, as chairman, to finance an intensive 
campaign to obtain the passage of the fed- 
eral amendment. Every one will remember 
the monster suffrage parade on March 3, 
1913, the day of President Wilson’s arrival 
for his inauguration. It was a beautiful 
pageant, with some 8,000 women taking 
part, but would probably not have claimed 
much public attention had not the police 
arrangements been so bad that many of 
the women were almost mobbed. 

As a result, the newspapers spread the 
suffrage cry throughout the country, and 
for the first time in its history suffrage for 
American women was on the map to stay. 

The next year, in 1914, Miss Paul’s or- 
ganization broke away from the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association to 
form the Congressional Union for Woman 
Suffrage. Four years ago this was changed 
to the National Woman’s party, popularly 
known as the militant branch of the suffrage 
movement. It has consistently focussed at- 
tention on obtaining the Susan B. Anthony 
amendment, whereas the older organization 
was working on the theory that a great 
many more suffrage states would be needed 
before Congress could be prevailed upon 
to pass the amendment and then throw it 
te the state Legislatures for ratification. 

CONCENTRATED ON AMENDMENT. 

However, since the winning of New York 
State, both the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association and the National 
Woman’s party have been concentrating on 
the federal amendment. When the thing 

(Continued on page 15) 


Wholesome and Unwholesome Amuse- 
ments for Young People 


BY REV. JOHN W. RICHARDS 


N more than a quarter of a century of 
active pastoral work I have observed and 
helped to encourage a number of things 

for the wholesome entertainment of our 
boys and girls. These mean so much to 
their parents, and to the future of our 
Church, and the world is so full of things 
that harm them, make.them a sorrow in- 
stead of a joy to the home, and a liability 
instead of an asset to the Church. The 
Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. reach a select few 
only. Our churches must be built with our 
young people in mind, and what is more 
important our churchly activities keep in 
mind their social and moral needs. 

The positive and preventive ounce is the 
right plan, and then we will not need the 
tons of cure, which so often fail to cure. 
Across from the church I serve some of our 
boys began a “club” which has given us a 
little hint to increase our efforts. Now we 
are trying to fit up a part of the basement 
for sports which will keep them under the 
supervision of older and wiser friends. 
Our younger boys have an evening for their 
Scout meeting, and under excellent leaders 
take their hikes in nice weather. An ad- 
vanced grade form a Junior League, and 
sometimes turn the basement into a cinder- 
track, with no harm to it, and lots of fun 
for them, and the guests competing in re- 
lay races. We have organized a baseball 
nine, but found it appealed to but a limited 
number, the star players. Our track meet 
was popular for a few years, and also a 
basket ball team, but had the same weak- 
ness. 

Meanwhile the girls gather about older 
Leaguers on their evenings to sew and do 
fancy work. On Saturday afternoon an- 
other set of leaders conduct a Mission Band 
as another adjunct to our League’s work. 
A visit from Miss Mehlhouse has been very 
helpful to them. The older girls, after 
some camp-fire activities, have settled down 
into a choir for the vesper service, which 
is becomingly vested and helps the attend- 
ance as well as the music, by the coming of 
parents and friends. The results of such 
activities appear in our Sunday-school rec- 
ords, and in the catechetical classes. Later 
on these bands are merged into the League 
proper. 

Here, too, we have a social committee, 
whose results are worth mentioning. Each 
month there is a social after business is 
discharged, and often with a program of 
games, a sketch, debate, spelling-bee, or 


musical offering. Meanwhile we visit our 
neighboring leagues, and the last of these 
visits suggests that anyone desiring a 
course of instruction in wholesome amuse- 
ments should apply to the League of our 
Salem Church at Frankford, Philadelphia, 
and ask for their Mr. Heinz, who like his 
celebrated namesake has fifty-seven varie- 
ties of them and all good. Then too our 
walks on holidays have become a feature 
of our church life, as well as delightful 
lessons in local history and topography. 
Sometimes New Year’s Day proves too 
cold, and we visit one of the museums; 
but unless rain mars the afternoon we can 
count on a walk that will live long in our 
memories on Easter Monday, Memorial 
Day, and Thanksgiving. And the most pic- 
turesque and romantic thing we have done, 
of which I am the proud pioneer in more 
than one locality, is the stroll by the full 
moonlight in the bracing air of October. 
The shadows and haze turn the world then 
into a veritable fairyland, and only the 
appetites developed bring us back to earth 
at some comfortable lunchroom near our 
journey’s end. Even many of our older and 
married people join us on these walks, and 
so renew their youth. Some who come as 
invited guests, walk into active member- 
ship of the congregation in the end. These 
strolls recall many happy days as a boy on 
the Blue Ridge, along the Lehigh Valley, 
or trips on its canal with accommodating 
boatmen. 

I see I have divided such amusements 
into summer and winter ones. Let me add 
that one of our churches has a deep base- 
ment in which a gymnasium proves an 
attraction for the men as well as the boys. 
I wonder whether the one time fad of roller 
skating might not be revived, and our young 
people given an evening a week in the com- 
pany of one another, which every youthful 
heart craves. If a billiard table fascinates 
our boys, how much better to have it at 
home or at the church, than in the average 
lew resort. At old Trinity, Reading, I re- 
call a fine reading room, and somewhere I 
attended an interesting debating society in 
the country school house, which is worth ~ 
repeating, when our choral societies grow 
hoarse and few. 

In Christ Church, at Lancaster, the 
ushers have continued for years an organ- 
ization, which after business resolved it- 
self into a social gathering with their lady 
friends, and where a large variety of games 
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and contests provided never failing amuse- 
ment. 

St. Luke’s, Philadelphia, had for many 
years an annual camp at Betterton, Md., 
from which some of the boys caught the 
love of tent life, so that as mature married 
men they still go camping and thank Pas- 
tor Fry for such early church extension 
work. The absence in the average camp of 
the small boys, who are thrilled twice as 
much by its adventures, were remedied in 
an Ohio charge, where alongside of a nice 
swimming pool in which the smallest could 
not drown, I built a small camp cottage, 
and made a martyr of myself to take care 
for five days at a time our young hopefuls. 
I was wise enough to have their mothers 
bring in turn the dinners, which always 
provided enough left-overs for supper. 

The secret of all these forms of activity is 
one older person, to mother or brother in 
a beneficent Christian way those who are 
younger, and though we are often called 
over-organized, I would gladly have a dozen 
more such swarms about their queen bee 
in our hive. It seems to me a fit survival 
of John Wesley’s old class system for Lu- 
therans. © 

‘And now what is the use of discussing 
the unwholesome varieties of amusement: 
the exciting novel and theater, all of which 
stir up in the immature passions which 
should be left to develop normally, and 
which as money making affairs, do not care 
a rap whether they inflame evil passions. 
The other class I would call dissipating 
amusements, the parties and dances which 
go on till the late hours of the morning. 
And even if people manage to crawl down 
to their work on time, and keep out of the 
hospitals, they have spent their money for 
naught. The only difference between the 
upper ten and the lower crust, is their dilu- 

‘tion of the coarseness and senselessness of 
the dissipations of the slums. The extremes 
meet. Between them dwell the solid middle 
classes, walking the paths of duty on week 
days as well as Sundays, and finding re- 
creation spaces among them filled with 
sweet flowers and wholesome fruits, which 
do not fade or turn to ashes. 


—_s— 


WHERE FarILurE Is Easy.—A physician 
was driving through a village one day 
when he saw a man amusing a crowd of 
people with the antics of his trick dog. The 
doctor paused and said: “How do you man- 
age to train your dog that way? I can’t 
teach mine a thing.” The man glanced 
up with a simple rustic look and replied, 
“Well, you see it’s this way: you have got 
to know more than the dog before you can 
teach him anything.” 


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE NEITHER 
CHRISTIAN NOR SCIENTIFIC 
(Continued from page 9) 


knowledge illusive;” “natural science, as it 
is commonly called, is not really natural 
or scientific, because it is deduced from 
the evidence of the physical senses;” 
“there is no physical science inasmuch as 
all truth proceeds from the divine Mind.” 

What now is the use of such studies as 
physics, anatomy, chemistry, biology, geol- 
ogy, botany, astronomy and the like, when 
the five windows of the soul—sight, hearing, 
taste, smell, and touch—can let into our 
minds no light that can guide us into real 
knowledge? This shuts the door to science, 
and the Psalmist must have lost his bear- 
ings completely when he exclaimed: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork.” But 
then he did not have Mrs. Eddy to tell him 
that there is no such thing as matter and 
that everything is mind. Just how some 
people can put up with such “tommyrot,”’ it 
is difficult to understand. But when men 
fail to get into the heart of the Christian 
religion, they are an easy prey to delusions, 
and the devil has a way to make delusions 
exceedingly attractive, or there would not 
be so many people to hug them lovingly to 
their bosom. ris. 

OUR WOMEN VOTE 
(Continued from page 13) 
lagged through lack of interest on the part 
of the President (this was before his suf- 
frage conversion) members of the National 
Woman’s party picketed the White House 
and went to jail for it. This action on the 
part of suffragists has often been held up 
against them, whereas others say that those 
daring methods served to keep the suffrage 
issue in the newspapers and thus before 
the country. 

Be that as it may, both organizations 
have been hard at work in the ratification 
states. 

Women who have been persuading the 
men to let them have a hand in politics 
declare that this ratification of the thirty- 
sixth state, which makes voters of all 
women citizens in this country more than 
twenty-one years old, is by no means a 
goal, but only a beginning. The vote is 
merely a tool. What women will build with 
that tool is yet to be seen. 

a 
ALPHA AND OMEGA 

A teacher was reading to her class, when 
she came across the word “unaware.” She 
asked if anyone knew the meaning. 

One little girl timidly raised her hand 
and gave the following definition: 

“Unaware is what you put on first and 
take off last.”,—New York Christian Work. 


Luther League of Ohio 


Twenty-fifth Annual Convention, Mansfield, June 23 and 24, 1920 


BY ETHEL N. 


E. R. KOCHHEISER. 


HE twenty-fifth annual Convention of 
the Luther League of Ohio was held 
in the First Lutheran Church,:Mans- 

field, Ohio, Wednesday and Thursday, June 
23 and 24, 1920. 

The Convention theme was “Steward- 
ship.” The Convention Chaplain, Rev. C. 
A. Portz, Cleveland, Ohio. 

First Session 

The first session opened with the morn- 
ing service led by Rev. Portz, after which 
the Convention sermon on “Stewardship of 
Service” was delivered by Dr. J. B. Mark- 
ward, of Springfield, Ohio. 

After announcements, session adjourned. 

Second Session 

A Devotional Sérvice opened the second 
session. 

The address of welcome to the Convention 
was given by E. R. Kochheiser, the Presi- 
dent of the entertaining League. Grover 
F. Ilgen, President of the Luther League 
of Ohio, responded. 

The address of the afternoon was given 
by Rev. John Finefrock, Missionary to Gun- 
tur, India, on “His Work and Our Partner- 
ship,” after which remarks were heard as 
to future work of the Luther Leagues of 
Ohio in regard to India plea. A motion 
was made and carried that a special com- 
mittee be appointed to consider an India 
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Hospital obligation by the Luther League 
of Ohio, said committee to report to the 
Convention body while in session the fol- 
lowing day. 

After the singing of a hymn, the busi- 
ness of the Convention was opened by the 
reading of the minutes of the 1919 Conven- 
tion held in Akron, Ohio, also the minutes 
of the Executive Committee meeting held 
in Canton, Ohio, February 15, 1920. Same 
were approved as read. 

The President, Mr. Ilgen, read his report 
which, by motion, was submitted to the 
Resolutions Committee for their considera- 
tion. 

The Treasurer’s report was given, show- 
ing the following balances to date: 


State Funds. ......c.<00 «lene $239.99 
National Funds .... >. . seen 123.22 
Junior Hand Book Fund ie 3 ae 24.00 

Total 2.0.2! 0.2 cs4.sleee eee $387.21 


A motion was made and carried that the 
Treasurer’s report be adopted as read and 
referred to the Auditing Committee, and, 
that the Treasurer be allowed to make a_ 
supplementary report later in the Conven- 
tion, on account of various Leagues being 
prepared to settle their finances with the 
Treasurer. 

The report of the Statistical Secretary, 
Mabel Holland, was read, in her absence, - 
by the President, Mr. Ilgen. By motion 
this report was adopted. ‘ 

The President: appointed the following 
committees: 

Auditing, Resolutions, Nominating and 
Special Committee (India project). 

The following new Leagues applied for 
admission to the State body, four Senior 
and three Junior Leagues. They are listed 
as follows: 

SENIOR. 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Bolivar, Ohio. 

Zion Luther League, Loudonville, Ohio. 

Trinity Luther League, Sebring, Ohio. 

Emmanuel Luther League, North George- 
town, Ohio. 

JUNIOR. 

Junior Luther League, First Lutheran 
Church, Shelby, Ohio. 

Junior Luther League, First Lutheran 
Church, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Junior Luther League, Convoy, Ohio. 

By a motion, these organizations were 
accepted and welcomed as members of the 
State organization. 

After announcements the second session 
adjourned. 


} 
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The social feature of the Convention was 
in the form of a dinner in the Church Par- 
lors at 6:30 o’clock. Instrumental music 
was furnished by a trio composed of Messrs. 
Oster, Ohler and McCullough. After din- 
ner talks were given by pastors and 
Leaguers. Needless to say that this num- 
ber on the program w9¢ ci.juyed. 


Third Session 

The third session opened with a hymn, 
after which organ numbers were rendered 
by Mr. David Todd. 

The address of the evening on “Steward- 
ship of Money” was delivered by Rev. R. E. 
Golladay of Columbus, Ohio. 

A solo, “The Cry in the Wilderness,” by 
Mr. Fred Wilson, preceded the offertory. 
With closing vespers the third session ad- 
journed. 

Fourth Session 


The fourth session opened with a song 
service, after which the history of the Lu- 
ther League of Ohio, covering the twenty- 
five years of its activity, was given by the 
Recording Secretary, Ethel H. Lutz, of 
Canton, Ohio. 

Reminiscences of the past were heard 
from M. W. Lutz, a former President of 
the Ohio League, and Dr. Paul W. Koller, 
an active Luther League pastor, both of 
Mansfield, Ohio. 

The business of the morning was opened 
by the appointment of a Budget Commit- 
tee and an Extension Committee. 

The report of the Nominating Commit- 
tee was read to the Convention. Election 
of officers was made by ballot, resulting as 
follows: 

President—E. R. Kochheiser, 214 Lex- 
ington Ave., Mansfield, Ohio. 

Recording Secretary—Rose Tiller, 126 E. 
Main street, Shelby, Ohio. 

Statistical Secretary—Grace Kruse, 925 
W. North street, Lima, Ohio. 

Treasurer—Raymond Lutz, 13 S. Howard 
street, Akron, Ohio. 

Member of Executive Committee—term 
5 years—Grover F. Ilgen, R. R. No. 5, 
Springfield, Ohio. 

The delegates were elected to represent 
Ohio at the Nationa] Luther League Con- 
vention, which will be held in Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., July 18, 14 and 15, 1920. 

The report of the Auditing Committee 
was read and adopted. 

The report of the Special Committee on 

India project follows: 

. Your Committee to consider the matter 
of the hospital in India in the District of 
Missionary Finefrock, would respectfully 
report as follows: 

1st.. We, the Luther League of Ohio, 
approve and endorse the project of Rcv. 
John Finefrock to build a hospital in the 
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Tarlupad District, India, in which district 
he is serving as a missionary of our Lu- 
theran Church. 

2nd. We, the Luther League of Ohio, 
recommend that the delegates to this Con- 
vention endeavor to have their local 
Leagues aid this project, by taking one or 
more shares at $50 each in the building of 
this hospital. This work is especially com- 
mended to Leagues that are not at present 
doing any special missionary work. 

Above report was adopted as read. 

The report of the Resolutions Commit- 
tee was given. Said report was considered 
item by item and accepted the same way. 
The Resolutions as presented by this Com- 
mittee follow: 

Resolved: 1. That in accordance with the 
many valuable thoughts received on the 
subject of Stewardship, we return to our 
respective Leagues determined by the grace 
of God to put the thoughts into deeds. 

Resolved: 2. That the State officers be 
urged to keep on file a complete list of the 
district officers and that the secretaries of 
the respective districts be asked to notify 
the state officers of any changes that may 
occur. 

Resolved: 3. That a publicity committee 
of two members be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, and that it be the duty of this com- 
mittee to communicate with every Lutheran 
pastor in the state, regardless of synodical 
connections, one month before each state 
Convention, the communication to include 
the Convention program, and an invitation 
to be present at its sessions. 

Resolved: 4. That it be the duty of the 
district officers to visit at least once a year 
the respective leagues of the district and 
encourage the leagues to attain the highest 
possible efficiency in the work of the 
Church. Also that at least one of the state 
officers be present at the District Conven- 
tions. 

Resolved: 5. That the Treasurer be in- 
structed to send out statements to the dis- 
trict treasurers, within a month after state 
convention, so that the local leagues may 
be promptly informed of their assessment 
for the year. 

Resolved: 6. That we extend our heart- 
felt appreciation to the Luther League of 
the First Lutheran Church of Mansfield for 
their kind hospitality and the banquet which 
they served.on Wednesday evening and the 
excellent music provided. 

Resolved: 7. That we extend our thanks 
to the officers of our state organization for 
their efficient services and also to the per- 
sons who so ably discussed the subjects 
assigned them by the Program Committee. 

A motion was made and carried that the 
corresponding sécretary be instructed to 
send the felicitations of the state organiza- 
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tion to Miss Holland, retiring Statistical 
Secretary. 

A motion was made and carried that the 
Publicity Committee of two, appointed as 
per Resolution No. 3, be further authorized 
to work throughout the year, instead of 
only the two months preceding the conven- 
tions, sending out propaganda to the pas- 
tors of Ohio, trying to interest them in 
League Work. 

A motion was made and carried that one 
member of the Executive Committee be 
made responsible for this work and that 
he choose his own co-worker. 

The new President, Charles Hemlein, of- 
fered his resignation on account of school 
duties. Same was accepted. The Nominat- 
ing Committee was therefore asked to make 
a further recommendation for the presi- 
dency at a later session. 

A letter from the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Blanche Fraser, was read by the 
President, expressing her regrets at not 
being able to attend the Convention. 

An invitation to hold the 1921 convention 


in Toledo, Ohio, was extended and accepted., 


A recommendation was submitted to the 
Convention by the Executive Committee, 
as follows: 

That the minutes of this meeting, to- 
gether with the Constitution, be compiled 
in printed form and mailed to the Leagues 
of the State of Ohio. This recommenda- 
tion was accepted with the following addi- 
tions: 

That there be included with the minutes 
and constitution, a list of the new officers, 
including their addresses, also a copy of 
the special recommendations of the Con- 
vention. 

By motion the afternoon session was 
scheduled to open at 2.30 o’clock, thereby 
giving the delegates an opportunity to 
make a trip to the Mansfield Reformatory. 

Fifth Session 

The fifth session opened with devotional 
services conducted by Rev. A. H. Smith of 
Ashland, Ohio. After the singing of the 
Luther League Rally Hymn, the Conven- 
tion was addressed by Mr. Harry Hodges, 
General Secretary of the Luther League of 
America, on “The National Convention.” 

Musical numbers were given by a trio— 
the Misses Shafer and Marks and Mr. 
Smart. 

“The Luther Leaguer and the Every Day 
Christ” was the subject of the address 
which followed, given by Rev. Ambrose 
Hering of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

A photograph of the Ohio Leaguers was 
taken, after which the final business of the 
Convention was taken up. 

The Nominating Committee presented 
two names for the Presidency, to care for 
the resignation of the newly elected Presi- 
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dent. A ballot was taken, resulting in the 
election of Mr. Elmer Reiser, of Toledo, 
Ohio. 

The report of the Budget Committee was 
accepted. 

The supplementary report of the Treas- 
urer, which was authorized by a motion 
made during the second session, was read. 
This report indicated that $178.85 had been 
collected at the Convention and a plate col- 
lection of $27.10 handed in, making a total 


of $205.95, additional funds in the State 


Treasury. 


A motion was made and carried, that an 


amendment be made to the Budget Com- 
mittee report, increasing the apportionment 
per capita by 5c, making a total of 10c. 
per member for the coming year. 

A motion was made and carried that an 
amendment be made in Section 7, Article 8, 
of the Luther League Constitution, con- 
cerning the Budget Committee, reading “at 
one of the later sessions” instead of “the 
first business session.” Said motion was 
made at the 1920 Convention in accordance 
with Article No. 11 of the Constitution, 
same to take effect at the 1921 Convention. 

A motion was made and carried “that the 
Executive Committee call together the dis- 
trict presidents, at least once a year, to 
discuss the problems of the Luther League 
of Ohio and the expense incurred through 
said meetings to be borne by the districts.” 


Closing Session 

The final session of the Convention opened 
with a Vesper Service. After the render- 
ing of a solo, the address of the evening 
was delivered by Dr. Charles Bauslin of 
Harrisburg, Pa., on “The Call of the New 
Crusade.” 

The recording secretary was authorized 
to convey the greetings of the Convention 
then assembled, to the Christian Endeavor 
Convention which opened session in the 
First M. E. Church, of Mansfield, June 24. 

The report of the Credentials Committee 
was read. This report follows: 

85 Delegates present. 

63 Visitors present. 

15 Ministers present. 

57 Local delegates present. 
7 district delegates present. 
5 Officers present. 


Total=se 232 = 


The twenty-fifth Convention closed with 
Evening Vespers. 


ae ee, 
Mrs. Johnsing: “Can’t stay long, Mrs. 
Snow. I just come to see if you wouldn't 


) 


join the mission band.” 

Mrs. Snow: “Fo’ de lan’ sakes, honey, 
doan come to me. I ean’t even play on a 
mouf organ.” . ae 
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+ | Luther League of North Carolina 


First Annual Convention, Troutman, September 2, 1929 


G. W. NELSON. 


HE State Luther League of North 
Carolina opened its first annual con- 
vention with the St. Michael’s Luther 

League, Troutman, N. C., Thursday, Sept. 
2, 1920. 

The president, Mr. G. W. Nelson, in the 
opening address, reviewed the accomplish- 
ments of the State League for the past 
year. 

At the previous meeting of the League 
it was unanimously decided to concentrate 
its entire missionary efforts and financial 
support of the Fukuoka Hakata Mission 
station in Japan. The president compli- 
mented highly the degree of success at- 
tained; however, he pointed out that in 
view of high cost of living and other inci- 
dental expenses incurred, that it is neces- 
sary to increase the financial budget for 
the coming year. 

Following the president’s report, the Rev. 
Dr. L. S. Blomgren, of Charleston, S. C., 
addressed the Leaguers very enthusiastic- 
ally”on “The Practical Mission of the 
League.” Dr. Blomgren made a very urgent 
appeal to the young people to give their 
entire life in service for the Master. He 
said that any organization that is not about 
the Master’s business has no business. 

At 8 o’clock the St. Michael’s Lutheran 
hospitality was manifested when the young 
people enjoyed a watermelon feast, made 
possible by the local congregation, and spent 


the evening in exchanging friendly greet- 
ings and hearty good wishes. 

Dr. Geo. Drach, secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, addressed the conven- 
tion at 11 o’clock, Friday morning. He 
commended the good work of the League 
and added that such activity would most 
assuredly lead to greater things being done 
in the Luther League of America in Mis- 
s1ons. 

At the afternoon session it was decided 
to raise the financial budget of the League 
to $2,200 for the coming year. 

A committee was appointed to confer 
with a like committee from the Young Peo- 
ple’s Federation of North Carolina on a 
basis of union of the two organizations. 

“The Message of the Church to the Age” 
was the subject of the forceful and factual 
address delivered Friday night by the Rev. 
Dr. J. C. Seegers, of Wilmington, N. C. 
Dr. Seegers waxed eloquent in describing 
the restlessness of peoples and the vagaries 
of Religionists. The speaker said “that the 
only satisfactory hope for souls is to live 
in Christ. Any thing short of that is 
fatal.” “A nobler act than to make the 
world safe for Democracy is to make the 
world a safe place in which to live,” the 
speaker stated, “and the sacrificial Blood of 
Christ the Redeemer appropriated as the 
Soul’s possession can make this possible,” 
he added. 

Each session was filled with information 
and inspiration. And the Leaguers mani- 
fested a determination to return to their 
various local leagues and practice more ef- 
fectively the “Practical Mission of the Lu- 
ther League.” 

The old officers were re-elected. 

fo 
THE MEANEST WOMAN 

The record in meanness is well established 
by the lady who called at the local shop in a 
country village in England and gave a 
small—very small—order for goods, includ- 
ing a ha’p’orth of cat?s meat. The shop- 
keeper was muttering angry words to him- 
self half an hour later as he made up the 
order, when a flurried and breathless maid 
servant dashed into the place. ‘“‘H-h-have 
you sent off Mrs. Grableight’s things yet?” 
she gasped. 

“Just doin’ ’em,” snapped the grocer, as 
he struggled with a sea of parcels. 

“Oh, thank goodness!’ gasped the girl, 
“Then don’t send the cat’s meat. The cat 
’s just caught a sparrow.”—Outlook. 


League News Items 


SEND IN THE NEWS—tThe other Leagues want to know what YOU are doing You want 


of your activities. 


yours is not represented it is because we do not hear rrom you, 


hands by the tenth of the month, 
PENNSYLVANIA 


—The executive, extension and Junior work 
committees met in Harrisburg on September 
6 and 7, when important forward plans for 
broadening the work in this aggressive Luther 
League State were made, It wus decided to 
establish a central bureau for any and all in- 
formation regarding work through the State, 
under the direction of the president and the chair- 
men of the extension and executive committees, 
and Mr. M. Haller Frey, of York, was elected 
executive secretary. It was ulso decided to send 
a monthly news letter to all local Leagues and 
pastors. Intensive extension work was out- 
lined, representatives of the State organization 
are to visit the various district conventions, 
and present State problems, and the work with 
the boys and girls is to be broadened, and the 
same presented at each convention, 

~— Several districts in the State have held 
their fall conventions. ‘The Berks district met 
at Newmanstown on September 9, the Harris- 
burg District at Hummelstown, the Philadel- 
phia District on October 25, and the York Dis- 
trict will meet at Dallastown November 11. 


PITTSBURGH 


The third annual Luther League Presi- 
dential and Workers’ Dinner was held Septem- 
ber 20, in the Seventh Avenue Hotel, Pitts. 
burgh. 

The Junior committee of the Pittsburgh 
District has made the following plans for ex- 
tending the work in their district, (1) a strong 
Junior or Intermediate League or both in every 
congregation, (2) conferences where superin- 
tendents may get suggestions and assistance, 
(3) suggestive programs of methods and study, 
(4) branch rallies for the Juniors and Inter- 
mediates themselves. 


MARYLAND 

BALTIMORE LUTHER LEAGUE CENTRAL 

The October meeting of this organization was 
in the hands of the missionary committee and 
took the form of an “Hecho Meeting” of the 
Gettysburg summer assembly, which many of 
the members had attended, ‘There were three 
reports, one on the missionary addresses of the 
assembly, one on the general courses of study, 
and another on the social features. The dele- 
gates repeated the songs and yells used at the 
assembly, and the exercise “Tired of Missions’ 
and a pantomime “O. Zion, Haste,’ were well 
rendered. New recruits for the assembly next 
year were thus gained. 


WISCONSIN 

NEENAH ; 
‘ On Sunday evening, September 5, a joint 
meeting of the Oshkosh Leaguers and the Nee- 
nah Luther League was held, with the topic 
“Christianity and Mohammedanism” presented 
in papers and discussion and brief talks by the 
pastors, Rev. A. J. Sommer, and Rey. J. S. 
Albert; interspersed with musical numbers, An 
offering to be Spplied to the special fund for 
the Kurdistan Mission was taken. 
MILWAUKEE 

—At its last meeting, the Pastors’ Aid and 
Missionary Society of the Church of the Re- 
deemer voted to support a parish deaconess. 
In the near future and $8, pipe organ, the 
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gift of Mrs, 2. Nunnemacher, will be installed. 
These two items will mean much in the life of 
the congregation, 
IOWA 

BURLINGTON 

Held its annual election, but the president- 
elect declines to serve, being unable to attend 
regularly. 
CLINTON 

Iinds that a social is always a good draw- 
ing card and only a picnic can beat one. They 
held a pienie. 
CEDAR RAPIDS 

Started a weekly to retain and inerease the 
interest of the members in the League activi- 
ties, 
DUBUQUE 

I1as divided its members into two parties and 
is having a keen political race for the annual 
election, 
MARSHALLTOWN 

The League had a stand at the Fair Grounds 
the first three days in September, selling candy, 
fruit, ete., and cleared about $45. 


WISCONSIN 
CLINTONVILLE 


A Luther League was organized in St. 
Mark’s Chureh, the Rev. W. D, Sharritt, pas- 
tor, on September 8, with fifteen charter mem- 


bers. The following officers were elected: Al- 
fred Potratz, president; Miss Ida Schultz, seere- 
tary; Miss Cora Isaacson, treasurer, The out- 


look is bright for suecessful work, and the 
League will join the State organization at the 
next convention. 

MILWAUKEE 


The Lutheran Young People’s Federation 
of Milwaukee held its fall cally and social in 
the First Swedish Church, the Rey, Ff, Swen- 
sen, pastor, on Tuesday, September 28. At this 
time the organization pledged its support to 
the Lutheran Young Woman’s Hospice, to the 
extent of furnishing a room. 


ILLINOIS € 
CHICAGO 


~ - 
The Luther League of Chicago held its 
annual banquet at the City Club on October 18. 


—Chicago Luther Leaguers were grieved to 
learn of the death of John Shannon Dorn- 
blazer, who was buried on October 7. In the 
Spanish-American War he served as sergeant. 
He was twice city attorney of Dizon, Ill. THis 
father, the Rey. 'T, F. Dornblazer, recently re- 
tired from the pastorate of Grace Church, He 
is now in France visiting the grave of his son 
Paul, a member of the Sixth Marines, who fell 
in the Argonne, and has since been cited for 


bravery, 
OHIO 
FINDLAY ) j 


Be i% ” 
_ —The League of the First Church continued 
its meetings during the summer months with 
an average attendance of eighteen members. 
Services have been conducted during the t 
year at the County. Home, literature eer to 
a mission in Florida, gifts sent to the ; 
of the Liberian Mission in Africa and The 
Lutheran placed in the Public Library and th 
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General Secretary’s Letter 


Deak LUTHER LEAGUERS: 

Since my last letter, I have spent several 
weeks in the Middle West attending con- 
ventions, visiting pastors and conferring 
with Luther League leaders. 

The Kansas League held its convention at 
Emporia. Heretofore it had convened in 
the Spring, the change seemed so beneficial 
that it will continue to meet in the Fall. 
Miss Dorothea Bang, a member of the 
Junior Committee of the Luther League of 
America, is one of the leading spirits. 

The Illinois League met in Chicago. Its 
program was altogether missionary in 
character, and planned to suggest a pro- 
gram of missionary activity for the local 
leagues and leaguers. 

While in Chicago it was my privilege, as 
usual, to be a guest in the home of our 
good president, Mr. Anderson. The Lu- 
ther League of America as well as the Gen- 
eral Secretary owes him a debt of gratitude 
as his hospitality greatly lessens the ex- 
pense account. 

The Nebraska League met in Omaha and 
held what its leaders claim was the best 
conyention in its history. It met in the 
large and active Kountze Memorial. Church 
and some of the church’s virility was felt 
in the convention. 

Nebraska not only approved the action 

of its delegates in pledging a sum of money 
to the Special Fund of the Luther League 
of America at Fort Wayne but instructed 
the treasurer to pay the same at once. 
Nebraska has the honor of being the first 
state organization to pay its pledges in full. 
Many local leagues and individuals have 
paid their pledges in full, however. To date 
there has been received nine hundred dol- 
lars. 
In the current topics booklet the Scrip- 
ture passage for the October third topic 
should have read 1 Peter 4:7-11, instead of 
I Timothy 4:7-11. 

As per the cover page the Red Cross will 
conduct its Fourth Roll Call, November 11 
to 25. I trust that all our leaguers will 
enroll themselves and secure many others. 
I suggest that the local leagues canvass 
their congregations for this cause. 

Permit me to call your attention also to 
the article by the Rev. Howard R. Gold of 
the Lutheran Bureau relative to the Lu- 
theran World Almanac. Here is a real 
piece of service which our leaguers can do 
to place the Lutheran Church before the 
public. 

In this issue we are again resuming the 
series of articles on Young People’s So- 
cieties by the Rev. C. P. Harry, Student 
Pastor at the University of Pennsylvania, 


which were interrupted by the Convention 
reports. 

We are printing an article on women 
voting, not from a political standpoint, but 
that our young Luther League women may 
learn the history of the movement and ap- 
preciate the privilege which is now theirs 
accordingly. 

May I ask you not to consult the male 


“members of your family how to vote, but to 


read and become intelligent on the subject 
and vote with conviction. This is both a 
privilege and a duty. Take God to the 
polls with you and you will vote aright. 
He or she who fails to cast his or her vote 
to support the nation is unworthy the name 
American. 

I also commend to your careful reading 
the article on amusements by the Rev. J. 
W. Richards. 

Ordinarily this paper does not print 
purely doctrinal articles, as we believe that 
to be the prerogative of the Church’s official 
organ, but there has come to the editor a 
request for articles within the understand- 
ing of our youth, on Christian Science, 
Spiritism and New Thought, because these 
heresies are rampant in his section of the 
country. We are therefore printing the 
first in this issue by Dr. Sandt, who has 
made a study of his subject. We also print 
some correspondence between a young man 
and his pastor on the subject which may 
prove helpful to our readers. 

Following his annual custom, the Presi- 
dent of the United States has designated 
Thursday, November 25, as Thanksgiving 
Day and requested all citizens to assemble 
in their respective places of worship on 
that day to render thanks unto God for His 
manifold blessings and mercies. I am 
trusting that no Luther Leaguer will be 
disobedient to the President nor ungrateful 
to God. 

Yours very truly, 
Harry Hopces, 
General Secretary. 


The train porter Reenata the group of 
actors with obvious expectancy. “What do 
you want?” asked the comedian. “Oh, any- 
thing you see fit to give, boss,” replied the 
porter. “All right,” said the actor. “Boys, 
let’s give the porter three cheers.” And 
they did. 


La 

A clergyman objected to wiping the dishes 
for his wife, saying: “It’s not a man’s job.” 
She quoted this Scripture to him: “I will 
wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, 
wiping it, and turning it upside down.” 
He is still wiping the dishes!—Farm Jour- 
nal, 


Hints for Your Social Meeting 


FOR THE THANKSGIVING MEETING 

“Mixing” Game. As the guests ar- 
A rive, give each one a letter, previous- 

ly cut from the covers of magazines 
or newspapers, with instructions to find 
persons having the same letter. After a 
time call for the letters spelling ‘“Thanks- 
giving” to get together in a group, then in 
succession words spelled from the letters 
in “Thanksgiving”’—thanks, king, ant, 
hang, viking, hat, giving, ete. 

Turkey Conundrums. Cut out turkeys 
from crepe paper napkins, paste on card- 
board, write on the back of these the ques- 
tions: 


What part of the turkey is an Oriental? 
(Turk). 

What part of the turkey is a story? (The 
tail—Tale). 

What part of the turkey opens the front 
door? (Key). 

What part of the turkey is found on rough 
roads? (Rut). 


A Cranberry Game. Pass out little red 
bags, and tell all to join in a Cranberry 
Hunt. These should be hidden in out-of-the- 
way places. 

When the search is ended have a Cran- 
berry Race. Two bowls filled with cran- 
beries should be placed at one end of the 
room, and two empty bowls at the other. 
With a teaspoon, let the players carry the 
berries from one bowl to the other. Those 
dropped must be picked up, taken back on 
the spoon, and started off again. 

A CORN SOCIAL 

Have corn-stalks and ears of corn for 
decoration, a guessing contest as to the 
number of grains of corn on a selected 
ear, recitations concerning corn, and corn 
products of some form for the refresh- 
ments. 

A PURITAN PARTY 

Ask the Leaguers to come attired as the 
early settlers, the girls in grey chintz 
gowns with white kerchiefs and caps, the 
boys with high hats and buckled shoes. 
Have some charades dealing with the 
Thanksgiving season, have the story of the 
first Thanksgiving told, have readings from 
“Evangeline” and have a number of the 
young folks give “The Courtship of Miles 
Standish,” which may be obtained in 
dramatized form. Serve simple refresh- 
ments of tea, wafers, and old fashioned 
stick candy. 

“WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT” 

For one of your winter social affairs why 
not try this? It will be highly educative, 
as well as entertaining. The young folks 
who are looking for something to do, will 
enter into its preparation with zest. 


“The Women of the Old Testament” are 
represented by a series of tableaux por- 
traying some typical incident, or simply by 
a posing of the character. Sarah, Hagar, 
Lot’s wife, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, Deborah, Naomi, Ruth, 
Hannah, Witch of Endor, Abigail, Queen 
of Sheba, Widow of Zarephath, the Shu- 
nammite, and Esther can all be included in 
the list. The reading of a few verses of 
Scripture relating to the scene or person 
can precede each picture; the poem 
“Jephthah’s Daughter” can be recited be- 
fore that picture, and vocal selections from 
the “Cantata of Ruth” and “The Cantata 
of Esther” could be introduced. Besides 
studying the Bible for information con- 
cerning ancient costumes, habits and man- 
ners, many suggestions can be gained from 
collections of famous pictures and _ illus- 
trated books describing Oriental countries. 
Oriental rugs and curtains, brass and cop- 
per vases, and a heavy curtain add to the 
stage effect. The costumes can all be easily 
made at home. Cheesecloth is an admirable 
foundation, and silk and chiffon scarfs and 
sashes form the drapery. Glass beads, 
spangles and fringes may be used as trim- 
ming, and flowers cut from cretonne or 
calico and basted on the cheesecloth in 
coarse stitches appear like rich embroidery. 
The young folks will eagerly work to ar- 
range such a series of tableaux. 

—& 
IF WE HAVEN’T DONE IT 

Youth: “I sent you some suggestions tell- 
ing you how to make your paper more in- 
teresting. Have you carried out any of 
my ideas?” ; 

Editor: “Did you meet the office boy with 
the waste-paper basket as you came up- 
stairs?” 

Youth: “Yes, yes, I did.” 

Editor: “Well, he was carrying out your 
ideas.” —Boy’s Magazine. 

A. E. Clark, editor of The City Bulletin, 
of Columbus, Ohio, was with a friend who 
was campaigning for the Red Cross. The 
friend knocked at a door and a voice said, 
“Come in.” 

His friend tried the door, then shouted, 
“It’s locked!” 

“Come in,’’ repeated the voice, and the 
campaigner replied: : 

~“Tt’s locked.” 

“Come in.” 

“It’s locked.” 

At that point a woman put her head out 
of a window next door and said: 

“There’s no one at home. You're talking 
to the parrot.” 


EDITORIAL 


Harry Hopces, Editor, 
Philadelphia, Pa., with 
Rev. J. S. Albert, Rev. C. 
M. Teufel, Miss Brenda 
Mehlhouse, I. S. Runyon 
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THANKSGIVING 

When we show kindness to others, we are 
grieved and disappointed if they are not 
thankful. Kindness deserves recognition 
and thanks. Ingratitude of man to man is 
universally regarded as one of the meanest 
of vices. Still more mean and disgraceful 
is the ingratitude of men for the unnum- 
bered mercies and kindnesses of God. God 
looks for thankfulness. He is grieved when 
we do not show it. When the Saviour 
healed the ten men who were lepers and 
only one returned to give thanks, He sor- 
rowfully asked, “where are the nine?” 

Christians are exhorted to give thanks 
to God for all things. The apostles them- 
selves give us an example of thankfulness. 
They begin nearly all their epistles with an 
expression of gratitude to God and they 
frequently break out into thanksgiving in 
the course of their epistles. Thankfulness 
for God’s goodness is inseparable from a 
right state of heart toward God. The godly 
have always been thankful. The Psalms 
of the Old Testament are the religious ex- 
pression of the sentiments of the pious 
Jews, and they are permeated with a spirit 
of thankfulness. They abound in expres- 
sions such as this: “O, give thanks unto 
the Lord; for He is good, and His mercy 
endureth forever.” Psalms of thanksgiving 
and praise form one of the three classes 
into which the Psalms as a whole may be 
divided. The redeemed in heaven and the 
angels are continually giving praise to God. 
And assuredly those who hope one day to 
join in that song of thanksgiving and praise 
around the throne of God should begin here 
upon earth to acknowledge and praise His 
goodness. 

As individuals and as a nation we have 
much cause for thanksgiving. Our Presi- 
dent, following his usual custom, has again 
announced the twenty-fifth day of Novem- 
ber as a Day of National Thanksgiving 
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and has exhorted the citizens to assemble 

on that day in their accustomed places of 

worship to render thanks to Almighty God 

for His many blessings. Surely every loyal 

American and every devout Christian will 

honor the President’s Proclamation. 
——— 


MARTIN LUTHER 

On the tenth day of November in the 
year 1483 there was born in the city of 
Kisleben, Martin Luther, who, like his Mas- 
ter, was born of humble parents, and who, 
like his Master, was to change the thinking 
of the world. Carlyle tells us, “That when 
Luther stood before the Diet of Worms 
and uttered the memorable words: ‘Here 
I stand, I cannot do otherwise,’ the world 
turned over a new page in its history and 
men began to think, act and live differ- 
ently.” Before the Luther Memorial 
Church in the city of Washington there 
stands a statue of Luther depicting the 
above named scene. How significant that 
this statue should stand in the city named 
after the immortal “Father of His Coun- 
try.” For without Luther, Washington 
would have been unknown; without the 
Declaration at Worms, there would have 
been no Declaration of Independence; with- 
out the Reformation a republican form of 
government founded upon the principle, 
“Of the People, By the People, and For the 
People,” not only would never have been 
thought of but would have been utterly un- 
dreamed of. We glory not in Luther, but 
in that which in the providence of God he 
accomplished, and it is for this cause that 
this month we celebrate his birth. Dr. 
McGiffert in the introduction to his book 
on Luther writes: “Great men need not 
that we praise them; the need is ours that 
we know them. Whether we be of their 
faith or of another; whether our fathers 
fought with theirs’ or with their enemies; 
whether we stand where they stood, or 
have traveled far on ways they dreamed 
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Hints for Senior Leaders 


BY REV. J. S. ALBERT. 


GENERAL SUGGESTIONS.—Note carefully 
that the Topics are always based on the 
seasons of the Church Year. By this method 
there is assured no haphazard arrange- 
ment of subjects but a continuity of 
thought and a definite order of fitness to 
the topics. No leader should overlook this 
fact, or it will tend to a loose presentation 
of the subject matter, thus losing the effect 
that is the result of a well organized plan 
of arrangement. The subjects this year are 
many and varied, and present to every 
leader great opportunities for originality 
of presentation, for interesting and profit- 
able discussions, and for earnest practical 
application. 

The leader can make or break the meet- 
ing; can mar or enhance the effect of the 
application; can destroy or instill the in- 
terest needed for effective work; therefore 

L end all your energies to make meeting 

most profitable. 

E nter upon your task with prayerful 

preparation. 

A dapt the topics to the needs of the hour. 

D irect the wills of the members to action. 

E nlist the interest of the members for 

study and prayer. 

R esurrect the latent forces, and put 

them to work. 

S timulate the hearts, the minds, the 

wills to definite ends. 

SOME PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 


SEASON—1. Emphasize the Advent mes- 
sage. 2. Instill Christmas spirit. 3. Or- 
ganize carol singing society.. 4. Conduct 


Christmas services for shut-ins, the aged, 
the sick, the needy. 5. Distribute baskets 
to poor under direction of Inner Mission 
Society, or Church Charity Committee. 
Keep the Christmas spirit alive during the 
year by entering the “Open Doors of 
Service.” 
HINTS FoR TOoPics. 

Nov. 28—Hymns, L. L. Hymnal, Nos. 71, 
74, 75, 82. Common Service Book, Nos. 1, 
6, 18, 14, 15. Psalm 24. Collect for first 
Sunday in Advent or free prayer. Scripture 
lesson read together. Special music. Topic 
presented by leader. Discussion by means 
of questions. Recitation of passages of 
Scripture with reference to coming Saviour, 
especially in Old Testament. Look up Old 
Testament prophecies. Summarize article in 
the Review. President of society closes dis- 
cussion. Offering. Closing service. 
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Dec. 5—L. L. Hymnal, 73, 79, 80, 248. C. 
S. B. 8, 7, 10, 16, 514. Ps. 100 m@otectitor 
Second Sunday in Advent or free prayer 
previously prepared. Scripture read by 
three members verse about, previously pre- 
pared. Special music, instrumental or vo- 
cal. Organize a Luther League quartet. 
After another hymn leader presents topic. 
Members give passages of Scripture on 
watching and preparation for Christ’s 
coming, previously given out by leader. 
Members called alphabetically to answer. 
Discussion given by sub-leader. Question 
Box. Offering. Closing service. 

Dec. 12—L. L. Hymnal, “222, 22455225, 
227, 218. C. S. B. 78, 258 ei modomoor, 
382. Ps. 72. Prayer for laborers. Scrip- 
ture read by leader. Special music. Pres- 
entation of Topic by means of papers, 
“What can our Luther League do?” 
“Where are the open doors of service?” 
“What motives should prevail for service 
to Christ?” “What should determine my 
choice of a life work?” Have chart made 
showing “Open Doors of Service.” In our 
own Church, outside, abroad. Discussion, 
offering and closing service. 

Dec. 19-—-L. L. Hymnal 77, 215-217, 249. 
C. S. B. 8, 217, 223, 229, 235.52 ieee: 
Collect for Fourth Sunday in Advent or 
free prayer. Scripture read by leader and 
members’ responsively. Special music. 
Leader presents topic. Questions to be an- 
swered: “What are the good tidings?” 
“Who are to bring them?” “To whom are 
they to be sent?” “What is the purpose 
of the good tidings?” Special papers on 
the topic. Discussion, offering, closing 
service. 

Dec. 26—Christmas hymns-in both L. L. 
Hymnal and C. S. B. Ps. 46. Special feat- 
ures appropriate to Christmas season may 
be used to make meeting of value and of 
service. Special carol music by the organ- 
ized chorus. The leader ought to be able to 
make this meeting appropriate to the oc- 
casion. Choose your own helpers, and form 
of service. 


EFFICIENT TREASURER’S RECORD 


Simple, complete, concise, convenient and inexpen- 
sive. A “Time Saver,” that adds pleasure and effect 
to the service of treasurers of the Church, Sunday 
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etc. Published for the cause—Not for profit. 
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Luther League Topics 


First Sunday 


in Advent. November 28, 1920. 
THE COMING SAVIOUR 
(Biblical) 
Isa, 42 :1-10. 


DaILy BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Isaiah 49 :1-13. 
Tuesday—lIsaiah 50 :4-9. 
Wednesday—Isaiah 52 :13-15. 
Thursday—Isaiah 53 :1-12 
Friday—2 Timothy 2 :24-26. 
Saturday—1 Corinthians 9 :16-23. 

(Rev. H. C. Roehner, D.D.) 
Toric StTupy. 

The Coming of the Saviour was not a 
chance happening. God does not work in 
a haphazard way. He works according to 
a plan. He has an objective in view, and 
uses systematic, definite methods and ways 
for the attainment of His aims. The Com- 
ing of the Saviour goes back to the Garden 
of Eden. No sooner had man fallen, than 
God started the preparation for the coming 
of the Saviour, who should redeem the world 
and win man back into true fellowship with 
the Father. Things do not happen by 
chance. If they are left to chance in your 
life or in the life of the League, they do not 
“happen.” Wherever there is a right and 
worthy result, there has been a plan and 
work done to carry out that plan. 

The Saviour is God manifest in the flesh. 
He is the God-Man. In Him there is united 
the human and the divine. That inner 
union is absolutely necessary for His work 
as a Saviour. It is vitally important that 
we should maintain that truth about the 
personality of God. Christ is Christ, He 
has authority, influence and power, because 
He is not merely a man, but He is God as 
well as man. This truth is not merely a 
theological statement. It is vital to prac- 
tical religion and life. 

He came, wonderful to think, as a ser- 
vant. It is almost impossible for the hu- 
man, natural mind to think of Him coming 
as a servant. That is due to the fact that 
we naturally have a wrong idea of real 
greatness. We are prone to think of those 
as being great who stand upon a pedestal, 
show forth their power, and are surrounded 
with the tinsel and trappings of the so- 
called great of earth. It is only after our 
eyes are opened and we have learned the 
truth, that we realize that the truly great 
are they who serve. True, righteous, un- 
selfish, Christian service marks real great- 
ness. He is great who serves. God Him- 
self serves. When you are invited to large 
service, look upon it as a mark of favor 
and honor. 

‘Christ came not with the blare of trum- 


pets. He did not have a brass band to 
head His procession, nor did He gather a 
great organization together and put on a 
semi-circus to attract and amuse the popu- 
lace. He came quietly, in reverence of 
spirit and true dignity. He came in the 
spirit of God and proclaimed and lived the 
truth. In that way He and the Gospel won 
their way. We must beware of the methods 
and practices which not only cheapen 
religion but also in the end react detri- 
mentally to the welfare and progress of 
the church and the kingdom of God. 

He came in tenderness of compassion. 
He came not to trample under foot, or to 
lord it over man. His was the spirit of 
truest charity, kindliness and love. He 
would hurt or injure none. He was mind- 
ful of the feelings of people. He did not 
willingly hurt anyone. There are those 
who seem to delight in jumping on those 
who are down, or in deliberately wounding 
the feelings of others. That is not Chris- 
tian. 

The Saviour came with a program. He 
had a mision. He had an objective. That 
is always necessary for real accomplish- 
ment and success. He came “to open the 
eyes of the blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, and them that sit in dark- 
ness out of the prison house.” He did these 
things literally, but the Scriptures refer 
here to the spiritual state of men and 
women. The blind spiritually, are they who 
because of sin and selfishness, through 
estrangement from God, cannot see the 
truth. Then there are those who are in 
the prison of sin, sins of various kinds. 
These Christ looses. 

2 yu 
Second Sunday 
in Advent. December 5, 1920. 
PREPARATION FOR CHRIST’S 
COMING 
(Biblical) 
Luke 21:25-28. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Matthew 24:32-44. 
Tuesday—Matthew 24:45-51. 
Wednesday—Matthew 25 :1-13. 
Thursday—Matthew 25 :14-30. 
Friday—Matthew 25 :30-6. 
Saturday—Revelation 19 :1-21. 


(Rev. H. C. Roehner, D.D.) 
Toric STupy. 


There are two comings of Christ recorded 
in the Bible. The one has taken place, the 
other is in the future. The words of the 
Scripture lesson refer to the Second Coming 
of Christ. 

This is a topic which is to the fore in 
our days. There are many groups outside 
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of our Lutheran Church who make the 
Second Coming of Christ the rallying cen- 
ter of their churches’ doctrine and life. 
Their agitation has created confusion and 
frequently divisions in their denominations. 
It is well that we should give the question 
consideration. However, because of the 
limits to the length of this study, we can 
do so only in a general and brief way. Let 
us note a few factors in the doctrine. 

Jesus Christ is going to come again. That 
is a truth which the Bible plainly teaches. 
It is surprising to see how many references 
there are in the New Testament to the 
Lord’s second coming. 

The time of His coming is not definitely 
stated. The Bible does not give a calendar 
of the events. They are not scheduled on 
a time card. At this pojnt, there have been 
many wild guesses made on the part of 
some interpreters of Holy Writ. There 
have been many who have read into the 
Bible more than they have read out of it, 
on this matter of the time of Christ’s Sec- 
ond Coming. There have been different 
times when His immediate coming has been 
scheduled by these men, only to find that 
they were not good guessers. There have 
been times when people have garbed them- 
selves in white robes and gone up a hill to 
await Christ’s Coming, only to come down 
in disappointment and disillusionment. 

We are told that He will come unexpect- 
edly, “like a thief in the night.” Accord- 
ingly the main lesson to be impressed upon 
us is to be ready when He does come. 

There are some general signs mentioned 
which shall precede His coming. These signs 
are given in symbolical language. To take 
them literally in many cases would lead 
into wrong interpretations. 

Christ is to come in visible form. It is 
to be an actual coming in person. He comes 
as the Judge who shall judge all people. 

A solemn warning is given that we may 
be ready when He comes. There are dangers 
which beset us in life and which may unfit 
us for His coming. The human heart and 
life are prone to be engrossed with the 
pleasures of life and with the gratifying 
of the physical part of our beings. The 
material forces and things crowd into life, 
and are so apt to crowd out the spiritual 
interests. Persons become interested and 
taken up with the various affairs and aims 
of life, so that they become materialistic in 
their purposes and aims. In others, it re- 
solves itself in their becoming so engrossed 
in the ordinary affairs, duties and desires 
of life that the religious and spiritual are 
shoved into the background or pushed out 
of life entirely. Against this Christ utters 
a solemn warning, lest He come and take 
them unawares. Be ready. Prepare for 
the Coming of the Lord. 
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Third Sunday in 
Advent. Sunday, December 12, 1920. 
OPEN DOORS OF SERVICE 
(Missionary) | 
Rosalyn Summer Sease. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Gal. 5 :13-26. 
Tuesday—1 Cor. 7:20-24. 
Wednesday—Col. 3 :28-24. 
Thursday—Eph. 6:7-8. 
Friday—Luke 10 :30-87. 
Saturday—Matt. 28:16-20. 
Topic STuDY. .« 
KNOCKING AT OuR Doors. 

From many parts of the non-Christian 
world there are coming Pentecostal tales 
of great accessions to the Christian Church. 
The revival movement in Korea continues. 
The evangelistic campaign in Japan has 
been fruitful beyond expectations. In 
China, various revival movements among 
the masses have been in progress and the 
educated classes have been coming by many 
thousands into the churches. In pagan 
Africa, whole villages and tribes are plead- 
ing for Christian instruction, tens of thou- 
sands of converts are being received into 
the churches, and the Bible is being eagerly 
read. In India the remarkable mass move- 
ment gains steadily. In one-year the mis- 
sionaries of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
alone were obliged to turn away 153,000 
who wished to become Christians, because 
there were no workers to instruct and lead 
them. One church reports a waiting list 
of one thousand. Even in Mohammedan 
lands there is such an eagerness to under- 
stand the Christian truth as should shame 
us for our little faith. In Latin America 
as well as in the non-Christian lands there 
is a new spirit of religious inquiry. 

From these many voices of opportunity 
that are beyond all precedent, God is sound- 
ing out His call to a mighty advance on all 
fronts throughout the mission world. 
(From “The Call of a World Task.”) 

THE Door TO OVERSEAS SERVICE. 

THE HOW. The first step for a young 
man or young woman to take who wish to 
offer themselves for overseas service is to 
get into communication with the Candidate 
Secretary of our Foreign Mission Board, 
Rev. L. B. Wolf, D.D., 601 Cathedral street, 
Baltimore, Md. The Woman’s Candidate 
Secretary is Miss Mary Miller, 4833 Cedar 
avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. If a personal in- 
terview is impossible, write a letter at once, 
telling your desires very frankly to Dr. 
Wolf. He will need to know your age, your 
condition of health, the kind of service you 
are most fitted for—whether it be educa- 
tional, religious, industrial, medical, mu- 
sical, etc., etc. The field is very wide and 
workers of many gifts are needed. Give in 
detail the preparation which you may have 
made, or any experience which you may 
have had to help fit you for the work. It is 
helpful to him if you will give several ref- 
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erences from persons who know you and 
your qualifications and who can speak sym- 
pathetically“and intelligently of your char- 
acter and ability. State also the motives 
which have impelled you to make the de- 
cision. 

THE WHEN. Do it now. Today—do 
not let the sun set before you offer yourself, 
if you have decided fully to consecrate your 
life. He waits for you. He has waited 
long for you to make the decision which 
will transform your life purpose and trans- 
figure your character. It is when we for- 
sake all to follow Him that we feel the 
pressure of His pierced hands and enjoy 
daily the light of His countenance. 

THE WHERE. “Into All the World.” 
Our Board needs overseas volunteers for 
INDIA; ordained men, men and women 
teachers, nurses, women doctors, zenana 
workers; AFRICA; ordained men for evan- 
gelistic and educational work, laymen for 
industrial work, women teachers, nurses; 
JAPAN; ordained men, women for evan- 
gelistic work, kindergartners, women teach- 
ers: SOUTH AMERICA and WEST IN- 
DIES; for needs in South America write 
to Dr. Wolf. For information concerning 
the urgent need for workers in the West 
Indies write to Rev. Z. M. Corbe, Secretary 
West Indies’ Mission Board, 437 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 

THE Door TO SERVICE IN AMERICA. 

There are many among us who are defi- 
nitely needed and called to serve in devel- 
oping the great field at home. ‘We need 
young Muhlenbergs today as truly as our 
new Church did in Colonial days. Young 
men of heroic type and deep consecration 
and unbounding faith are called to serve 
on the frontier. We need our best-trained, 
our most talented to gather together and 
build the little mission churches in our new 
fields in the) Northwest and Southwest. 
Young man, if you would render the great- 
est service in America, seek the home mis- 
sion field. Yes, it’s a hard field, often a 
discouraging one; but it is work that counts. 
It is a work which you are called to do! 

We need men and women to work among 
our new Americans—the Jews, the Italians, 
the Slovaks. The door is wide open to the 
hearts of these peoples. We will gather 
them in in proportion to the number of 
young workers who give themselves to har- 
vesting this field. Will you help to gather 
in this harvest? 

The cities are a challenge to every young 
Christian today. The great cities in the 
North and Middle West teem with “would- 
be” and “should-be” Lutherans. Truly 
there are no more promising mission fields 
for our church than the cities. 

Young people interested in consecrating 
themselves to winning our share of America 
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should communicate with the Home Mission 
Board, or the Jewish Mission Board, or the 
Immigrant’s Mission Board. 

THE Door TO THE INNER MISSION. 

Young women whose hearts are touched 
by the suffering and affliction of the help- 
less, by the cries of orphaned children, by 
the distress of the poor, remember that the 
doors of three Deaconess Motherhouses are 
open to welcome you and to challenge you 
to prepare for this great service. Many 
large parishes are utilizing only half 
strength because the busy pastor needs the 
assistance of a parish deaconess. Hundreds 
i parish deaconesses could be placed to- 

ay. 

If there is any young woman who yearns 
to serve and realizes that her service is geo- 
graphically limited to the Homeland; if she 
would have advice in seeking the particu- 
lar field for which she is fitted, she is in- 
vited to write to Miss Mary E. Markley, 
437 Fifth Ave., New York. Miss Markley 
will be happy to advise with you and help 
you to find your place. 

2 P— 


Fourth Sunday 


in Advent. December 19, 1920. 
GOOD TIDINGS FOR ZION 
(Biblical) 

Isa. 40:1-11. 


DaILy BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Matthew 11 :25-30. 
Tuesday—Revelation 7:1-17. 
Wednesday—Romans 5:1-21. 
Thursday—Hebrews 2:1-18. 
Friday—Mark 13:9-18. 
Sturday—Mark 16:15-18, 

(Rev. H. C. Roehner, D.D.) 
Topic StTupy. 


The Gospel literally means good news. 
Joy and gladness are major notes in the 
grand harmony of God’s New Testament 
music. There is a song in His Word. The 
angels sounded aloud the glad hosannas, 
and proclaimed the good tidings. The good 
news, the good tidings, center in the person, 
the life, the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. And what are some of the 
notes included in the grand symphony of 
heaven’s Christmas music. 

An outburst of God’s love is one of the 
notes. He gave His Son. Christ came into 
the sin cursed world. He came unto His 
own, to suffer and die for them, and they 
received Him not! Propitiation has been 
made. The penalty of man’s sin, which 
man could not pay and escape death, was 
paid by Christ Himself in man’s stead. 
Ring out the good tidings of the proffer of 
salvation. 

There is a way by which the shackles of 
sin may be struck off. The sinner has a 
way of escape from his sins. It matters not 
what the sin may be, the good tidings of 
God come assuring the opportunity of free- 
dom from them. The power which sin may 
have upon you, can be broken. Christ will 
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free you, so that by His Grace you may 
master the weakness or secret sin. 

He comes with comfort. Many times the 
heart is saddened in life. Disappointments, 
sufferings, trials, temptations which sorely 
try, grief, a bleeding heart, come in life. 
Then the good tidings of Christ’s presence 
and the comfort of the Holy Spirit give 
strength to bear with a Christian spirit of 
resignation and sweetness of spirit, or even 
remove the occasion for the heavy heart. 

For Zion herself there are the good tidings 


that God will never leave or forsake her.. 


God is in the midst of her. She shall not 
be moved. There are those who lament the 
condition of the church, and some sour- 
livered folks bewail what they say is the 
decay of the church. They need a new 
pair of glasses. They see yellow. The 
church has not availed herself of all her 
opportunities, she has fallen short, but let 
no one think for a moment that she is im- 
potent, or that her influence and work are 
weak. She is still powerful. Her power 
constantly grows. God is with her. Let us 
awake and go forward with Christ as our 
Captain. This is no time to sit down and 
weep and mourn and bewail. This is the 
time to be up and doing. Wonderful op- 
portunities for service are before us. 

There are good tidings to the faithful in 
the fact that the world is being forced to 
realize that its ways end in disappointment 
and failure. The wide world over there is 
a growing realization that the hope of the 
world lies in the application of the prin- 
ciples of Christ, together with the spirit of 
Christ in the relations among men. That 
is a good tiding. 


tail Sols 
Sunday after 


Christmas. December 26, 1920. 
THE BABE IN THE MANGER 
(Biblical) 

Luke 2:1-14. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—Acts 17 :22-31 
Tuesday—Exodus 13:11-16. 
Wednesday—Isaiah 7:14-15. 
Thursday—John 3 :16-21. 
Friday—I John 5:1-12. 
Saturday—John 9 :1-38. 

(Rev. H. C. Roehner, D.D.) 
Toric STupy. 


Christ was born in a manger because 
there was no room for Him in the Inn. He 
was crowded out. No room for Christ! 
That is not a page out of ancient history. 
It is a story of today. That is just what 
is the matter with the- whole world today. 
Christ has been crowded out. He is given 
no room in the plans and affairs of too 
many, and those in high places politically, 
industrially and socially. 

This old world is sick and apparently it 
does not know what is the matter with it. 
It knows its symptoms, for they are promi- 
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nent and painful, but it fails to be able to 
diagnose the cause. It seeks to find the 
causes in matters political, economic and 
social, whereas the causes lie deeper, in the 
personality, in the heart of the people. 
How much place does Christ hold in your 
life? What room have you given Him? 
Examine your heart and life. 

Christ was not disgraced by being born 
in a manger. The only disgrace that can 
really come to a person is that which comes 
from the inside. 

Humble origin, or humble birthplace is no 
barrier to reaching the heights in life. 
Birth does not make a man. What he is 
primarily and the what he does, determine 
his place and rank in life. 

Christ ennobled childhood. Only since 
Christ and through Christ has childhood 
come into its own. The birth in the manger 
has become a shrine to childhood. 

The birth in the manger is a seal to us 
that Christ is truly one of us. It is an 
assurance that He has passed through the 
various periods of our lives, and under- 
stands us in all our problems, needs, aspira- 
tions and trials. He truly has taken our 
place. 

Christ’s power and sway over man come 
not by virtue of place or birth. They come 

—by reason of His innate greatness and His 
oneness with us. 

Only a snob looks down upon a person 
because of the latter’s lack of financial re- 
sources or humble house and home. The 
one who in pride lifts up his nose, is the 
one disgraced, not the other. Inner worth 
is the only true barometer of man’s worth. 

Humble surroundings frequently act as a 
foil to set off real greatness. 

His birth in a manger manifests the 
great love of God toward us. We must 
bear in mind that Christ is the eternal God. 
He is Lord over all. His are the heavens 
and the earth, and yet, so did He love us 
that He was perfectly willing to lay aside 
all His glory and power to be born into this 
world as a babe, and then to have no place 
for Himself than the manger. 2 
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MARTIN LUTHER 
(Continued from page 28) 

not of, they are our common heritage, and 
we are the better that they lived.” Let us 
then celebrate the birth of him, whom God | 
raised up to find and give to the world 
again the unsearchable riches of His Word. 

Robert Southey, Poet Laureate of Lon- 
don, says, “Blessed be the day of Martin 
Luther’s birth! It should be a festival 
only second to that of the nativity of Jesus 
Christ.” ; 


Methods and Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE. 


Busy LITTLE WORKERS. 

ACH passing day finds the boys and 

girls of the JUNIOR RED CROSS 

_very busy planning and working for 
the happiness of others. They will tell you 
that the very best thing about it all is that 
while they are doing acts of service for 
others they are doing even more for them- 
selves. Strange as it may seem, the more 
they give the more they have. 

After making most attractive and orig- 
inal scrapbooks for the children of Rou- 
mania, the Juniors of Dayton, Ohio, con- 
tinued their work so that they can supply 
such books to children’s wards in all the 
hospitals of that city. Juniors in the Day- 
ton Manual Training School recently 
shipped 400 chairs and tables to European 
war refugees. 

When the JUNIOR RED CROSS organized 
in the Virginia State School for deaf and 
blind the children gave a bazaar, the 
boys contributed basketry, manual training 
classes gave toys and the girls served 
chocolate. These deaf and dumb Juniors 
sent one of their number to a hospital for 
surgical attention, paying all the expenses 
from their own fund. 

Children of the ungraded schools of New 
York city have made and sent many toys 
to Ellis Island to brighten the hours for 
little immigrant children in the hospital. 
They also sent many, many toys to children 
in Europe. 

Among articles made by children of Wy- 
oming, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico 
were 2,000 curtains for Army and Navy 
hospitals. The soldiers and sailors said 
“thank you” by making a big box of toys 
to be sent to Europe by these Juniors. 

A little girl in New Albany, Mississippi, 
was without clothes to wear to school, her 
parents being very poor. The Juniors pro- 
vided not only clothes but school supplies 
that she might continue her studies. 

Little tots whose parents are not able to 
afford it, are given medical and dental at- 
tention in a Spokane hospital, through the 
generosity of Northwestern Juniors. 

Young salesmen are springing up in Oak- 
land, California, where the Juniors are con- 
ducting a Red Cross Shop. These little mer- 
chants collect articles made in the schools 
and also cast-off garments which are re- 
modeled, all being sold at very low prices 
to the needy. 

Sweaters and socks for little patients able 
to sit outdeors; wash cloths, dresses and 
jackets for babies and kimonos for children 
able to sit up in bed, were hospital gifts 
made by District of Columbia Juniors. 


From every state in the Union, from 
Alaska, the Philippines, Hawaii, Porto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands, the boys and 
girls of the JUNIOR RED CROSS of 
America are performing these and count- 
less other acts of unselfish service for 
others. 


Coutp Not SoME oF OuR JUNIOR LEAGUES 
HELP IN SOME OF THESE ACTIVITIES? 
Hints For THE TOPICs. 


Dec. 5. “Our Lonely Ones.” Have this 
meeting, if possible, at some institution, a 
Home for the Aged, a Hospital, an Orphan 
Home, or a Hospice. Take the children to 
these institutions, where there are sure to 
be some lonely folks, and give a bright pro- 
gram, have the children sing, recite, and 
play violin and piano solos. 

If no such place is available, remember 
the lonely and shut-ins by sending them a 
box of “Comfort Powders,” powder papers 
in which have been wrapped bright, cheery 
little stories, and for children, a bright 
little picture, toy, ribbon, transfer picture, 
or some such trinket. Let the Juniors make 
these. Or the “comfort powders” might 
just be an invitation sent to some strangers 
and lonely folks to join with the Juniors in 
their meeting. 

Special offering boxes can be used for 
the gifts for these institutions. For the 
Orphan Home work, a box made of post- 
cards of the Home has been used. For 
general mission work a box, with a picture 
of a little girl on the outside, was made; 
there is a slit in this picture box, and the 
little girl smiles very graciously at anyone 
putting in an offering. Keep these boxes 
on the table for several meetings, and they 
speak for themselves. 

Dec. 12. “What Others Think of Us.” 
Let the Juniors write-stories or tell in the 
meeting, “What John Thought of Himself,” 
and “What Others Thought of John,” hav- 
ing given the children beforehand the story 
of a boy who wanted to appear very nice, 
but who really was not better than others. 
Emphasize the thought that we deceive our- 
selves when we pretend and what we really 
aré shows in our actions, though we pretend 
we are really better than we are. 

Dec. 19. “The Heavenly Song and Its 
Cause.” For this lesson, make a large 
globe. An ordinary basket can be made 
round, and covered with white paper. 
Draw a map of the world on this. Make a 
Jarge silver star, and suspend this above 
the “world.” Have hanging from the star 
strings that will reach down to the globe. 

(Continued on page 82) 


Intermediate and Junior Topics 


BY REV. 


INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 
NOVEMBER 28. 
The Coming Saviour. 
(Isa. 42 :1-10.) 
By Leonard R. Snyder. 


When God created man many long ages ago, 
it was His plan that man should be entirely 
without sin. But as we know, man very soon 
disobeyed God and as a result fell into sin and 
evil. As the ages passed and the number of 
men upon the earth increased, wickedness and 
sin became more and more general, until, at the 
time of Isaiah, conditions were very bad indeed. 

Great numbers of people, even from among 
the Israelites, came to worship idols and images 
made by men from stone and metal. Others, 
including the Greeks and Romans, worshipped 
gods and goddesses which were entirely products 
of their imagination, and did not really exist at 
all. Wickedness and sin of every variety flour- 
ished among the Israelites in spite of the teach- 
ings of the priests and the warnings of the 
prophets. 

The future _of the world would certainly have 
been very dark, had not God in His great mercy 
planned to send His Son, Jesus Christ, into the 
world to save men from the consequences of 
their sin. 

It was the privilege of Isaiah, one of God’s 
great prophets, to tell the people of his time 
of the promised coming of the Saviour. 


It is not easy for us, who have been blessed . 


through our whole lives with the love of Jesus, 
to imagine the feelings which must have come 
to the people of that time when they were told 
of the great blessing which was in store for 
them. We can be certain that there was great 
rejoicing among the believers in the true God, 
and that much praise and thanksgiving was 
offered up unto Him. 

But what of the worshippers of false gods 
and the doers of evil who existed in such great 
numbers at that time? To them God sent a 
special message through His prophet, Isaiah, 
when he said in telling of the coming Redeemer : 
ae shall bring forth judgment to the Gen- 
tiles.” 

Isaiah’s words are not, however, entirely of 
warning to evil-doers. The greater part of his 
message is intended to be of comfort to the 
believer. He points out the gentleness and kind- 
liness of Christ and says that He comes ‘“‘to 
open blind eyes, to bring the prisoners out of 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out 
of the prison-house.”’ 

Let us, therefore, look forward to the second 
coming of Christ as the believers in the day 
of Isaiah looked forward to His first coming, 
not with overwhelming fear, but with faith and 
confidence in His love. 

DECEMBER 5. 
Preparation for Christ’s Coming. 
(Luke 21 :25-28.) 

By Robert Higgins. 

There is no subject so vital in our Christian 
life and study as that of which we are about 
to write. I refer to the coming of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who was, and is and 
is to come. 

If we are devout Christians we will undoubt- 
edly read the Bible. But how is the Bible 
read by the Christian? Under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit? 

If you carefully study the ministry of our 
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Lord you will notice that he frequently refers 
to His coming. Now the coming of Christ in- 
terests those only who are His sincere and 
devout followers. With these facts in hand, 
preparations for His coming should be made 
foremost. 

The subject suggests our very eternity, it 
makes us think of the time when it will be 
proven whether we are really Christians or 
only so in name. 

I say this because I wish to explain the two- 
fold manner of Christ’s coming, which I am 
sorry to say is not generally understood. I 
speak from my knowledge of some of the great- 
est Bible students and devout Christians, and 
from what has been read by myself. 

Let us refer to I Thess. 4:14-18. “For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him. For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord that they which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words.” Of course this 
distinctly refers to Christ’s coming. But it 
must not be misunderstood and confused with 
the last Judgment. This coming only concerns 
the Christian and means nothing to unbelievers 
and luke warm and merely professing Chris- 
tians. 

God alone knoweth the heart but we have 
every evidence and reason to believe that this 
glorious return of Christ to take away what He 
considers to be the true Church from this world 
of sin and darkness is looked forward to by few. 

Strange to say there are merely a handful 
who like to dwell on this. Is it any wonder that 
those outside the Church doubt the sincerity of 
the Christian when Christians themselves trifle 
with their faith? 

Let me add that at this moment to prepare 
and look for the glorious return of Jesus Christ 
as we never did before, as it is near, even at 
the very doors. 


DECEMBER 12. 
“Open Doors of Service.” 
(Missionary. ) 
Scripture Lesson—Luke 22:27. 


Let us take the Scripture lesson and make a 
story out of it. We can do this because it puts 
before our eyes a picture. A man being served 
with something to eat and another man doing 
the serving. If we can imagine that the one 
who is doing the serving is the servant of the 
other the picture becomes more real. Now we 
know that according to the worldly way of 
things the master is always greater. But no 
matter how great any one may be they must 
give some service. The President of the United 
States is still a servant of the people. No 
matter what we may wish to become or what 
our aim in life may be we must expect to render 
a lot of service and do hard work. Have you 
ever heard of any truly great man that did not 
have to do a lot of hard work? 

We have to decide some day just what we 
intend to become so why not now decide that 
we will take up church work, There is plenty 
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of winter—they fade and pine. 
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to do. The best way to find out what you want 
to do is to find out all you can about the work 
of the Church. Read all you can about home 
and foreign missionaries; learn all you can 
about the people they serve. Become acquainted 
with what the Lutheran Church is doing. _How 
many members. does it have, how many 
ehurches, in what languages does it preach the 
Word of God in this country? This will give 
you some kind of a picture or vision of what 
the Chureh really is. 

Now then start right now an’ begin to train 
for some service. Take an active part in your 
Intermediate Society, become an active member 
of your Church and be prepared to take up any 
duties that will be expected of you as a part 
of the large Lutheran Church. 

We are looking forward to Christmas Day 
when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Let us be 
impressed with the fact that before He was 
born His life work was laid out for Him. He 
accepted it and did every part of it manfully, 
faithfully and with a true spirit of humility. 
Because God wanted Him to He even gave up 
His life. We are not asked to do this much, 
but_beeause He died for us let us live for Him. 

ints or Suggestions—Get children to get 
names of foreign and home missionaries. Have 
them tell brief facts of their work. See if they 
all understand the difference between home and 
foreign missions. What would be their prefer- 
ence if they ever became a missionary. Propose 
and try to start some action to benefit mission 
work. 

DECEMBER 19. 


Good Tidings for Zion. 
Isa. 40 :1-11. 
By Ida H. Zinser. 
Parallel Verses—Isaiah 59:19-20, Romans, 


Lesson Told—What wonderful news for Jeru- 
salem, which was Zion! It surely was a com- 
fort. Her sins to be forgiven, her warfare over. 
God is sending twice as much as she deserves. 
His people had forgotten Him so often. 

The Lord Himself was coming and the way 
was to be made ready. All flesh was to see the 
glory of the Lord, but the flesh was weak, and 
would perish as the grass of the field, so the 
world would forget, but the Word would stand 
forever, this Word was Christ Himself and also 
His promises. 

Zion was to tell the good tidings, tell it 
with a loud voice, “Shout the glad tidings, 
exultantly sing!” The Lord was coming with 
a strong hand, a reward, and work. Last in 
our lesson comes the message of the Good 
Shepherd—feeding His flock—and the food is 
the Bread of Life—carrying the little ones in 
His arms and leading the weak ones. The 
prophet was to speak comfortably, and could 
there be anything more comfortable than the 
thought of the Good Shepherd. 

Lesson Developed—The good tidings were for 
Zion—‘to the Jew first’—but not to end there 
—‘and also to the Gentile.” God’s chosen 
ones were promised their Saviour, they were 
awaiting His coming. In order that they might 
get ready—a messenger was sent—John the 
Baptist came preaching of the One whv was 
soon to follow—One whose very shoe latcher 
he was not worthy to unloose. What scrt of a 
man was this messenger of the Messiah? Tell 
of his appearance. What did he eat? What 
did his father say of him? (St. Luke 1 :76-79.) 

Now our lesson tells of the frailty of human 
nature. We are compared to the fading flow- 
ers and withering grass. They cannot bear 
the scorching heat of summer or the icy blast 
Aren’t people 
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like that? They cannot stand the hard, bitter 
things in life, they cannot bear the heavy 
burdens, they say God has forgotten them, they 
turn away from Him, but Christ remembers 
and loves always, He never forgets and His 
Word, His promises abide forever. Is His 
Word ‘“‘a lamp unto owr feet—a light unto our 
path,” and are we keeping these lights burn- 
ing in us that others may see and not stumble 
because of our darkness? 

Let us not fail Him, let us lift up the voice 
with strength. Don’t miss one chance to tell 
His story—to be a messenger for Him. 

Nearly two thousand years ago the Saviour 


promised in this prophecy came to His 
people—and still “thousands and _ thousands 
who wander and fall, never heard” of His 


coming—who has failed Him?—have you? 
Christ said—‘‘I am the Good Shepherd.” 
That is a comfort to know. He is the Chief 


Shepherd—but do you know there are under- 
shepherds? The ministers, teachers, leaders in 


the church are all shepherds, leading others 
into “paths of righteousness.” Jesus said to 
Peter, “Feed my Sheep” and “Feed my 
Lambs.” Every one of us can be shepherds 
if we choose, leading others to the Good Shep- 
herd, so let us pray—‘‘Oh Thou Chief Shep- 
herd of Thy flock, lead us and help us to lead 
others to Thee.” , 

Additional Suggestions—Give the names of 
some great men of the Old Testament times 
who were shepherds before God called them to 
other service. Give the names of some of our 
missionaries in India, Africa and Japan—and 
tell their special work. 

DECEMBER 26. 
The Babe in the Manger. 
By Ida H. Zinser. 
St. Luke 2 :1-14. 

Memory Verse—“And this shall be a sign 
unto you, ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

Lesson Told—A ruler had made a decree that 
all his subjects should be taxed (or enrolled). 
As they were to enroll in their native town it 
meant a journey for many of the people who 
were living in other places than their family 
towns. Joseph and Mary of Nazareth were 
going to their native city of Bethlehem. They 
were loyal subjects—no one could disobey the 
Emperor’s command, even Mary must go. 

The little town was so crowded with visitors 
that the weary Mary could be given no other 
resting place than the stable in the inn and 
for the little babe who came to earth that night 
there was no cradle but a manger. How lowly 
it all seemed! The crowds of people paid no 
attention to the baby, but there was great ex- 
citement and joy im Heaven, and a heavenly 
host came down to earth to tell their joy and 
they chose a little band of shepherds, watching 
in the fields, to be their listeners. 

The shepherds went to see their Saviour, for 
the angel had said they could find Him—this 
is the sign—‘‘the babe, wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” 

Lesson Developed—The Babe in the manger 
brought endless blessings to a little town and 
some humble people. Although St. Luke says 
all the world was to be taxed, this means the 
Roman Empire which was at that time a large 
part of the world known to many people—no 
doubt there were very few people in the Roman 
Empire who knew much geography or thought 
at all about how big the world was. 

One little town in this vast empire was in 
the reign of this Cesar Augustus to be blessed 
forever as the birthplace of the Saviour of the 
world, and all the words of the prophets were 
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to be fulfilled. We sing, “the hopes and fears 
of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 
Joseph and Mary, the shepherds and the inn- 
keeper, will never .be forgotten when we tell 
of the Babe in the manger. 

Did the blessing of this little Child end in 


Bethlehem? Did the angel’s message and the 
song end on the hillside outside the town? 
Surely no. God said to Abraham, “In thee 


shall all the families of the earth be blessed” 
and this Babe, who was descended from Abra- 
ham, brought the blessing for the whole world 
—it began in Bethlehem and it is reaching all 
over the earth today. 

“Christmas in lands of the fir-tree and pine 
Christmas in lands of the palm-tree and vine.” 

There is Christmas in almost every land but 
not in every place. What are you doing to send 
the blessed news of the Babe to some far place 
and what are you doing to take the news to 
some one’ near to you who has forgotten about 
the manger and the Christ Child? 

Are you keeping your own heart fit to be 
a cradle for the Baby King? 

Additional Suggestions—1. Find and memorize 
two Christmas carols of Martin Luther. 2. 
Use favorite Christmas hymns of each of four 
members for the meeting today. 3. Give all the 
names of the Babe in the manger, and tell 
where each is found. 


HINTS FOR JUNIOR LEADERS 
(Continued from page 29) 


Give out Christmas stories about the cele- 
bration in different lands (found in the 
missionary magazines) and as each article 
is read, have the Junior reading it take a 
string and fasten it on the place on the 
globe about which he has been reading, 
fastening it with a Christmas sticker. 
When the program is completed, it will 
show the light of the Star reaching nearly 
all parts of the globe. Or. the echoes of 
the Heavenly Song are ringing in all parts 
of the earth. 

Christmas songs and recitations galore 
can be found to use in the meeting. The 
Perry pictures for the Christmas season, 
especially the one of the angels singing the 
“Glory to God,” make appropriate posters. 

Dec. 26. “Forgetting and Remembering.” 
Make two boxes, one of black paper, and 
one of gold paper. In the black box put 
all the things that are not good, that have 
caused sorrow, and harm, that should be 
forgotten. Ask the Juniors to name them. 
Then in the gold box put the things we 
should remember. Take a match and burn 
the black box, destroying it completely. 
This will teach that we must not keep both 
boxes within easy reach as we so often do, 
but must keep the things we are to remem- 
ber constantly before us, and try to keep 
the rest, such as thoughts of evil, cheap 
books, poor pictures, bad companions, vain 
longings, forbidden pleasures, out of our 
sight and reach, just as if we had actually 
burned them. 

(These are some more good suggestions 
worked out by the Juniors of Trinity 
Church, Akron, Ohio.) 
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JUNIOR TOPICS 


DECEMBER 5. 
Our Lonely Ones. 


(Missionary. ) 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


(The Missionary Topics have been arranged 
under the auspices of the Literature Committee 
of the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church, and the material re- 
ferred to will #e found in the Junior Leader’s 
Graded Quarterly, procurable through this ~ 
office—15 cents per copy.) 

OvuR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM, 

1. Quiet Music. 

2. Service of Worship—(a) Doxology. (b) 

Opening Prayer (found on this page). 

(c) Scripture Lesson, Luke 2:8-21 

(read responsively). 

Offering. (God has given us such a great 
gift, His own dear Son, let us bring our 
offerings with praise and love.) 

Song—one of the Christmas hymns. 

Separate into three groups for study. 

Lesson Topic—‘Our Lonely Ones.” 
“Thou art the helper of the fatherless.” 
Psalm 10:14. 

7. First Grade (six to nine years) —Story 
of the Christmas Boxes. (See Junior 
Leader's Graded Quarterly.) 

8. Second Grade (nine to twelve years)— 
Have the children dress up and represent 
the guests from our homes. (See second 
grade, Junior Graded Quarterly.) 

Third Grade (above twelve years)—One 
week in advance assign to seven mem- 
bers the following subjects for them to 
present at the meeting: (1) God’s Com- 
mand and Promise. (2) The Loving 
Request of Christ. (3) The Legacy of 
the Church. (4) The Duty of the 
Church. (5) How It Has Been -Ful- 
filled. (6) The Blessings Which Must 
Follow. (7) The Babe Which Had No 
Place to Lay Its Sweet Head. (See the 
Junior Leader’s Graded Quarterly, Third 
Grade.) 

10. Have Business—Reading of minutes, re- 
ports, new and old business, committee 
reports except roll call, before bringing 
First Grade back—have them come in 
answer to their name. 

11. Offering Service—Responsive 
“Gifts for the Lord.” 
Leader—As Jesus is not on earth, how 

can we give to Him? 

Juniors—By giving to others for His 
sake. 

Leader—For whom does the Lord need 
Gifts? 

Juniors—For His lonely ones that the 
news of a Saviour may be carried 
everywhere. 

Leader—Why is Christmas a good time 
for giving? 

Juniors—Because it tells of God’s best 
gift to us. 

Leader—What is God’s best gift to us? 

Juniors—Jesus Christ, His Son. 

peep r ie should we give Him first 
of all 

Juniors—Ourselves. 

Prayer—‘“Dear Jesus, bless our gifts to- 

day, may they help the children far 

away to know and _ love Thee, Amen.” 

12. Song—‘“Away in a Manger.” 

13. Closing Prayer—“God be merciful unto 
us and bless us and cause His face to 
shine upon us, that Thy way may be 
known upon earth, Thy saving health 
among all nations. Amen,” 

14. Dismissal. 
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Hints—Use as the opening prayer: 

“Our Lord and Saviour, for this day 
With rest and song and prayer 

We render thanks to Thee. 

O. help us, Master, all the way, 
Whate’er we do, where’er we are 

Still to remember Thee.” 

This is the season of all the year when we 
want the Juniors to think of others. Have 
them make our lonely ones, the children with- 
out the joy of Christmas, happy with a box 
of dolls, serap-books, or toys, sent to the Or- 
phans’ Home, some settlement. 

For the invitation to this meeting use the 
star with a picture of Christ or a Madonna 
on it. A spray of holly cut from post cards 
may be added. 


DECEMBER 12. 
What Others Think of Us. 


By Mrs. J. I. Shaud. 


Scripture Lesson—Gen. 41 :38-44. 

Memory Passage—Prov. 22:1, Matt. 5:16. 

Parallel Readings—Luke 14:8-11, Luke 
18 :9-14. 

Aim of the Lesson—This lesson aims to show 
that it pays to have others think well of us. 

The Lesson Developed—Everything that we 
do is known and open before God. There is 
nothing that we can hide from Him. We are 
not surprised at this for it is what we have 
always been taught. But did you ever think 
of the fact that our lives are like letters and 
that these letters are constantly being read by 
those who live about us? (II Cor. 3:1-3.) 

Sometimes we think that people have wrong 
opinions about us, and this actually happens 
once in a great while. But as a general rule 
people have good sense and art just in their 
thoughts of others, and the great majority of 
people know us exactly as we are. There was 
Joseph who was shamefully wronged by his 
brethren: when he was sold and carried away 
into Egypt Satan followed him because he 
thought that now with a grievance against the 
world for having wronged him, he would be 
easily led into sin. But when a wicked woman 
became his tempter he remained steadfast and 
fell not int6 dishonor. Do you think it paid 
him to be good and thus have others think 
well of him? Yes, for it made him one of the 
foremost men in all Hgypt. 

We need not put ourselves forward and crowd 
all others out to have people think well of us. 
This would rather work the opposite. Jesus 
told the Pharisees to take the lowest seats and 
not to exalt themselves. (Luke 14:8.) He 
also gave us the parable of the Pharisee and 
the Publican (Luke 18:9-14), to encourage us 
to be humble because it pays to have others 
think of us in that way. 

Even tiny children do not want to be called 
“bad.” And many a*child has obeyed parents 
because it wanted its parents to think well of 
it. When they became old enough to go to 
school, they continued to be good because they 
knew that their teachers would then think well 
of them. And O, how hard they worked, for 
the same reason. And sure enough when they 
became men and women they continued faith- 
ful in all things because it had become a habit 
with them; and as a consequence people al- 
ways eeaght well of them, and they were ever 
so happy for -it. 

Hints—Let the Juniors relate specifie in- 
stances in which they think well of others, and 
have them state their reasons. 

Some of the Juniors already have life ambi- 
tions. ave them tell what they are going 
to be; then show how all have chosen occupa- 
_ tions which are honorable, because it is appar- 
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ently worth something to have others think well 
of us. 
DECEMBER 19 
“The Heavenly Song and Its Cause” 
(Christmas) 
By Mrs. J. I. Shaud 
Scripture Lesson—Luke 2 :8-20 
Memory Passage—Luke 2:14. 


Parallel Readings—Matt. 2:1-6, Isa, 9:6-7, 
Isa. 11 :1-10. 
Aim of the Lesson—This lesson aims ‘to 


show that it must be our greatest joy that God 
came down to save us by becoming a little 
Child. 

There was cause enough to make the whole 
earth to rejoice and even angels to sing “glory 
in the highest” when Jesus came. Suppose 
that you were broken hearted and no one could 
comfort you: or suppose that you were very 
poor and so far away from the church and 
Christian people that you could never hear the 
Gospel: and suppose that you were bound and 
in prison where no one could set you free: oh, 
what agony you would suffer. Very, very poor, 
heart broken and in prison: that’s just the 
way the world was suffering before Jesus came. 

And now because that Holy Child was born 
in Bethlehem all have been strengthened and 
comforted and made free. (Isa. 61:1.) The 
world knew of the promise that such a one 
should come, and for many centuries they 
waited. And when He came, is it any wonder 
that angels sang at His birth, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

You know we often sing because we cannot 
help it. When picnie day has arrived, when 
father and mother plan to take us away on an 
excursion, when winter snows first fall and 
when summer returns, when school days begin 
and again at the close of the term, when our 
souls are full of gladness, we simply must sing 
it. The Christmas story affects us in the same 
way only more so, and we can’t even wait un- 
til Christmas day but often do we sing of ‘“Si- 
lent Night” and “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem” even in the summer months. 

There was cause enough for the heavens to 

add a new star: there was cause enough for 
angelic hosts to rejoice: there was cause 
enough to sing with heavenly music: for the 
greatest promise that has ever been made to 
man was then fulfilled, and man received his 
King, his Saviour. 
_ Hints—Compare the passing joy of the 
Christmas tree and the presents with the cen- 
turies of gladness, even passing into eternity, 
because Jesus came. 

Children have been singing “‘Silent Night” 
since 1818, and. ‘“‘O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
since 1868; how short the life of many popu- 
lar songs. 

DECEMBER 26 


“Forgetting and Remembering” 
By Mrs. J. I. Shaud 


Scripture Lesson—Matt. 25 :1-13. 

Memory Passage—Wec. 12:1, Psalm 103 :2. 

Parallel Readings—IIl Tim. 1:2-6, II Pet. 
1 5-15. 

Aim of the Lesson—This lesson aims to 
show that there are many things so worthy of 
being remembered that to forget them is al- 
most inexcusable. 

Have you eyer noticed how easy it is to re- 
member bad things and how hard it is to 
remember that which is good? And have you 
ever wondered why that should be the case? 
Well, in the first place, it isn’t always true 
that good things are easily forgotten. ~ Bible 
passages, hymns, and many things that we 
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learn as Juniors, are all good and will be re- 
membered as long as we live. And in the sec- 
ond place, if we insist that bad things are too 
easily remembered, then the cause must be 
found in sinful natures, and perhaps in the 
fact that we fall into the habit of listening 
carefully when we hear bad things while we 
are sometimes indifferent to the best things. 

There are so many good things to be remem- 
bered that if we obey the will of God in this 
matter our minds will be so filled with that 
which is good that bad things will of necessity 
be crowded out. 

First of all we want to remember God: 
(Eee. 12:1, and Deut. 6:12), then we want to 
remember the Commandments He has given 
us: (Ps. 119:176), we need also to remember 
the works of God: (Ps. 77:11), and we must 
not forget His benefits, for these concern us 
so directly, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits.” (Ps. 103 :2.) 

Thus David remembered God in his Psalms, 
and other Bible characters were just as care- 
ful to remember: When Paul wrote his second 
letter to Timothy, (II Tim. 1:2-6), he assured 
him that he remembered his wonderful faith, 
and that he also remembered him in his pray- 
ers. (Listen, Juniors, do we pray for others? 
Do you have a list of those for whom you pray 
regularly, because you want the weak to. be 
rescued and the strong to remain strong?) 
Then there was Peter who wrote to his friends 
over and over again, (II Pet. 1:5-15), asking 
them to remember “faith, virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience and godliness.” 

You remember the Parable of the Ten Vir- 
gins? Well, there is where Jesus himself 
teaches us not to forget. There were five who 
remembered to put oil into their lamps and 
these were ready to enter. But the other five 
forgot or neglected and while they went after 
oil they missed the feast. Jesus is here teach- 
ing us to remember to be ready. In which 
group of the Virgins would you rather be 
found? 

Hints—The Junior mind is open to impres- 
sions and will retain what is placed there. Use 
the opportunity to give definite things that are 
worth while. 

~~ 
AND THE HORNS TOOTED AT 
JERICHO 

The Sunday School teacher put to her 
class a number of questions touching the 
history of the cities mentioned in the Bible. 

“What happened to Babylon?” was the 
first query. 

“Tt fell,” said one boy. 

“And what became of Nineveh?” 

“Tt was destroyed.” 

“And what of Tyre?” 


“Punctured!” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


LUTHER’S COAT-OF-ARMS 


[The Prince John Frederick was having 
a seal ring made at Nuremberg for Luther, 
with the well known coat-of-arms upon it, 
the meaning of which Luther describes in 
the following letter to his friend, the town 
clerk of Nuremberg and a writer of hymns 
(e.g., Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt, 
—Kirchenbuch, no. 271).] 


Grace and peace in Christ. 


Honored dear sir and friend:—Since 
you wish to know whether they have got 
my seal right, I will tell you how I orig- 
inally planned my coat-of-arms, as a sym- 
bolic representation of my theology. 


The first thing should be a cross, black 
on a heart retaining its natural color, to 
remind me that it is faith in the Crucified 
that saves us. “For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness” (Rom. 10:10). 
And though it be a black cross, mortifying 
the flesh and purposely inflicting pain, it 
does not change the color of the heart nor 
destroy its nature; it does not kill, but 
rather preserves life. For the just shall 
live by faith (Rom. 1:17), namely, by faith 
in the Crucified. 

This heart should be set in the midst 
of a white rose, to show that such faith 
yields joy and peace and comfort, such as 
the world cannot give. That is why the 
rose is white and not red, for white is the 
color of spirits and all angels. 


This rose is placed on a field of heaven- 
ly blue, because such spiritual joy and 
faith are a beginning of heavenly joys to 
come, which are even now possessed by 
faith and held fast in hope, though they 
are not yet manifest to the outward eye. 

And, encircling this field is a ring of 
gold, to signify that this bliss of heaven 
endures forever, and is more precious than 
all earthly pleasures and possessions, even 
as gold is the most precious of metals. 

May Christ our dear Lord be with your 
spirit till it attain to that life. Amen. 

From the Wilderness of Coburg [he 
whimsically reverses the letters and writes 
it “Gruboc”], 8 July, 1530. 

—From the “Luther Primer.” 
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Luther League Supplies 


Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings. ‘The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Church Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.”’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 


Bach quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 


month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 

75 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 

50 copies 1 year... 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 

25 copies 1 year.. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter... .75 
One copy 1 year........ 25 cents 


Luther League Reading Coutses 
Adopted by the Luther League of America 
These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 


Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can be secured 
as noted below: 


The Course 
The Lutheran Manual, Remensnyder, $1.00; The Way of 
Salvation, Gerberding, $1.00; The Inner Mission, Ohl, $1.00; 
The Deaconess and Her Work, Mrs. Spaeth, 90 cents; Young 
Japan, Scherer, $1.50; Serving the Neighborhood, Felton, 75 
cents; Luther Primer, Steinhaueser, 75 cents. 


Junior Course 
Katharine von Bora (translation), Endlich, 90 cents; The 
Other Wise Man, Van Dyke, 50 cents; And Other Folks, Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, 40 cents; Oriental Social Life, Trumbull, 
$1.50; Lamplighters Across the Sea, Margaret Applegarth, 60 
cents; Mr. Friend o’ Man, Jay T. Stocking, 60 cents. 


Luther League A speaet 


Machinery of the Local League—Harry Hodges. . 2 cents 
Training Our Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse....... + 5 cents 
The Intermediate League—Rev. A. T. Michler...... 5 cents 
101 Ways to Interest Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse.. 1 cent 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Entheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 

music, — the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 

1@ Hymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 

vidual Seen and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had. 


60 centa 
20 cents 


Bound in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
“words only 
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427 Drexel Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TR ov. NY. 
“198 BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


BELLS 


THE PRIZE WINNER, 
UPHELD BY QUALITY 


TIEF 
SANOS™ 


Quality is built in every section of this remarkable 
piano. Also pianos of other makes to suit the most 
economical. Convenient terms. Write for illustrated 
catalogue and book of suggestion. 


CHARLES M. STIEFF, 
315 N. HOWARD STREET, BALTIMORE, “MD. 


Pennsylvania College 
of Gettysburg 


The oldest Lutheran College in America. We offer the fol- 
lowing college courses, all leading to a Bachelor’s Degree: 
- Classical: Latin and Greek. 
Latin and Modern Languages 
History and Political Science. 
Scientific: Chemistry and Physies. 
Pre-Medical: Biology. 
Commerce and Finance. 
Civil Engineering. 
. Municipal Engineering. 
- Mechanical Engineering. 
Electrical Engineering. 
The only Tatinee College offering any of the last five eourses. 
GETTYSBURG ACADEMY 
ranks with the best secondary schools in the country. New up-to- 
date building. Annual total cost to student $280 to $326. 

The course in Military Science and Tactics is options! end 
open free of charge to students of both the College and the 
Academy. 

Both institutions open, the third Wednesday in September. 
For illustrated literature free of charge write 

President WILLIaM A. GRaNVILLR, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Gettysburg, Penna. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Swmrsmcnmepr 


Opens on the second Thursday in September in 
new and modern buildings. 


It offers a Classical and a Scientific Course. The 
charges are moderate and the accommodations 
superior. 


The Academic Department is now located on the 
beautiful campus of the College, in a new fire-proof 
building of elegant appearance and _ construction. 
Prof. Irwin M. Shalter, Headmaster. 


Send for free catalogue. 
Rev. John A. W. Haas, D. D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Beautifully located on the West bank of the 
Susquehanna River, at Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Strong faculty. Excellent buildings, with all 
modern conveniences, 
The Academy—four years’ 


The College of Liberal 
Bachelor degrees. 


The Conservatory of Music—leading to Mus. 


Special Teachers’ Course during Spring and 
Summer terms. 


The School of Business —diploma at graduation, 
The School of Elocution, Oratory and Art. 
For Catalog Address 
CHARLES T. AIKENS, D. D., President 
OR 
Registrar 


* preparatory course. 
Arts—leading to 


Ww. T. HORTON Selinsgrove. Penn 
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Does Every Member of Your League 
| Show His Colors? If not, why not? 


We offer a variety of styles and prices: 


Crasp Pin, Stick PIN, or Button, with 
Luther’s Coat-of-Arms, two sizes, large or 
midget, in enamel on a background of 


Gilt ics... obs so dhe cee $ .35 

Rolled Plate... ...e. 2... .60 

Solid:Gold 3.2.4... fo =o ee 1.10 
Coat CHAINS, with emblem on 

Rolled “Gold Plate.: < .) ane $1.00 


Watcu Foss, with Coat-of-Arms on Maltese 


Cross of 
Rolled Gold Platé..<. «.\.c0eueaee $1.00 
10-karat Rolled. Plate... gue 2.50 


SicNET Rinc, Solid Gold, with emblem in 
colors? i... oT Save els ya epes oe $6.00 
Maltese Cross 


Wartcu Cuarms, 10-karat Rolled Gold, with 
emblem in colors:..7.......2055 =e $5.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
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Luther Ge) League 


of America 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S ORGANIZATION 
of the 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


427 Drexel Building 


Philadelphia : : Pennsylvania 
OFFICERS 
President, C. T. A. ANDERSON, 35 S. Dearborn St., 


Chicago, Tll. 

First Vice-President, O. C. RoHpr, 1422 Birchell Rd., 
Honeyville, Toledo, Ohio. 

Second Vice-President, Gro. W. Rapps, 2312 Chestnut 
St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

General Secretary, Harry Hopcrs, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Literature Secretary, Harry Hopeégs, 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Treasurer, P! WaAttprR BANKER, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Executive Committee 


Composed of the President, Vice-Presidents, General 
Secretary, Literature Secretary, Treasurer, 
and the following members: 
Hon. E. F. Eiert (Chairman), 318 W. 39th St., 
New York City, N. Y. 
I. se Beer, 502 W. 136th St., New York City, 


427 Drexel 


ers F. Geur, D. D., 521 N. High St., Bethlehem, 

a. 

Rev. M. J. Breper, D. D., 1316 W. 25% St., Minneap- 
olis, Minn. 

O. C. C. Ferra, 511 K. of P. Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Rev. LuTHER M. Kuuns, Litt. D., 458 Saunders-Ken- 
nedy Bldg., Omaha, Neb. 

Rev. H. C. RoeHner, D. D., 30 Mulberry St., Mans- 
field, Ohio. 

Witiram C. Srorver, Esq., 524 Walnut St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


"All communications should be addressed to the 
General Secretary, Harry Hodges, 427 Drexel Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Literature Committee 


Harry Hopces, Chairman. 

Hon. E. F. Ertert, New York City. 

I. S. Runyon, New York City. 

Rev. J. S. ALBert, Oshkosh, Wis. 

Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. R. S. SEASE,’ Newark, N. J. 

Rev. H. C. RobHNneER, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Finance Committee 
P. WALTER BANKER, Chairman (address above). 
H. CAEMMERER, Washington, D. C. 
Raymonp Lutz, Akron, Ohio. 
A. Exrers, Detroit, Mich. 
Intermediate Committee 
Rey C. Trurer, Chairman, 126 Orchard St., Wood- 
lawn, Pa. 
Rev. A. T. MicH Ler, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. C. P. Harry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
O. C. RoupE, Toledo, Ohio. 
Miss Zor I. Hirt, Erie, Pa. 
Junior Committee 
Cuas. W. Funr, 338 S. Lang Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Chairman. 
Miss BrenpA L. MreHLHousse, 427 Drexel Bldg., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. : 
Miss LaurA WabeE Ricr, Baltimore, Md. 
Miss DoroTHEA BANG, Emporia, Kan. 
Mrs: E. C. CronK, New York City. 
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Luther League Supplies 


| 
Luther League Topics 


“These are the best topics ever issued for use at 
young people’s devotional meetings, The Lessons are 
arranged in accordance with the general plan of the 
Ohurch Year. They are Biblical and Doctrinal, His- 
torical and Missionary and contain appropriate Daily 
Bible Readings, Scripture references and illustrative 
suggestions. They are largely used and deserve to be 
adopted by every Lutheran Young People’s Society.’’ 


Issued Quarterly as a 32-page Pamphlet in 
December, March, June and September 
Rach quarterly number ready on the 15th of the 
month preceding. 


100 copies 1 year. .$7.00 100 copies 1 quarter. .$2.50 
75 copies 1 year.. 6.00 75 copies 1 quarter.. 2.00 
50 copies 1 year.. 4.00 50 copies 1 quarter.. 1.50 
25 copies 1 year,. 2.50 25 copies 1 quarter... .75 


One copy 1 year........ 25 cents 
Luther League Reading’ Courses 


Adopted by the Luther League of America 
These books ought to be in the library of every Lutheran 


Sunday School and Young People’s Society. They can be secured 


as noted below: 


The Course 


The Lutheran Manual, Remensnyder, $1.00; The Way of 
Salvation, Gerberding, $1.00; The Inner Mission, Ohl, $1.50; 
The Deaconess and Her Work, Mrs, Spaeth, 90 cents; Young 
Japan, Scherer, $1.50; Serving the Neighborhood, Felton, 75 
cents; Luther Primer, Steinhaueser, 75 cents; America and 
World Evangelization, Kunzmann, $1.50. 


Junior Course 


Katharine von Bo a_(translation), Endlich, 90 cents; The 
Other Wise Man, Van Dyke, 50 cents; And Other Folks, Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, 40 cents; Oriental Social Life, Trumbull, 
$1.50; Lamplighters Across the Sea, Margaret Applegarth, 60 
cents; Mr. Friend 0’ Man, Jay T. Stocking, 60 cents. 


Luther League Pamphlets 


Machinery of the Local League—Harry Hodges...... 2 cents 


Training Our Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse........ 5 cents 
The Intermediate League—Rey. A. T. Michler...... 5 cents 


101 Ways to Interest Juniors—Brenda L. Mehlhouse.. 1 cent 


Luther League Hymnal 


A Book with Lutheran Music, for Lutheran Young 
People’s Societies 


Contains 250 well selected hymns set to bright. singable 
music, and the Opening and Closing Services for League meet- 
ings. The "Tymnal has been adopted by State, Local and Indi- 
vidual Leagues and Societies in every part of our country. The 
hymns and tunes are among the best to be had 


60 cents 
20 cents 


Bound in Cloth, with music, postpaid 
“* words only 


For Emblems, see page 36. 
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In the Light of Bethlehem’s Star 


By MRS. E. C. CRONK 


O you sigh to have been with the shepherds on that first 
Christmas night? Do you wish your eyes might have seen 
the glory light of Bethlehem’s star? Do you think with won- 
dering pity of the keeper of that inn; which had ‘no room” 
for the Great Guest it might have entertained ? 

Do you wish you might have had the opportunity to publish 
throughout sleeping, uncomprehending Bethlehem, the glad tidings of 
great joy? 

Do you covet the opportunity of the Wise Men, privileged to lay 
gold, frankincense and myrrh, right at the feet of the infant Jesus? 


* * * K 5 paeaa ok * * * * * 


Know, then, that no shepherd of Bethlehem’s plain ever witnessed 
the Christmas vision which might be yours; 

That the brightness of Bethlehem’s star shines greater now by two 
thousand years of glory; 

That your own heart is in danger, in its empty fullness of things, 
of offering “no room” to the Great Guest, who would dwell herein’ 

That, alongside Bethlehem, lies a world in darkness, a Pueitd 
millions of souls who have never seen the light of the star, nor heard 
the message of the angels; 

That the Saviour hath more need today, than then, of your gold, and 
frankincense and myrrh. 

Look into your heart this day and see that He is enthroned there 
‘over all. Then look out with Him upon the world of men, full of suffer- 
ing and sin, crying out for help and love and light and catch the com- 
mission, which comes to you in the angel’s message, “Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
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The Story of the Christmas ‘Tree 


“The happy Christmas comes once more, 
The heavenly guest is at the door.” 


GAIN Christmas will be celebrated 
A all over the world. Christmas! that 

beautiful—that wonderful day on 
which thousands and millions of trees are 
lighted to celebrate the birthday of the 
Christ-child. “The Christ-child,” we say, 
not “Santa Claus”—a gnome, a myth, which 
I am sorry to say, many Americans are 
substituting in place of the “Kris Kringle” 
(Christ-child). 

How and where the custom of the Christ- 
mas tree originated is still a mystery, al- 
though many problematical stories have 
been published about it. The only fact 
known seems to be, that the custom came 
from Germany. The most beautiful legend 
we have yet seen was published in a De- 
cember number of the Canada Lutheran. 
As it is worth preserving for future gen- 
erations, whether history or legend, we 
herewith publish it: 

“Once upon a time, long ago, Winifred, 
an English prince, left Wessex with a train 
of followers to take the gospel to his 
heathen kinsmen in Thuringia and Hesse. 
On Christmas Eve they arrived at their 
destination. They found the people gath- 
ered around the Oak of Giesman, sacred to 
Thor. Old Hunrad, priest of Thor, pro- 
claimed the night to be the ‘death night of 
the Sun-God Baldur the Beautiful.’ Thor 
was angry with his people, and demanded 
the most precious thing in the kingdom as 
a sacrifice, to stay the calamities which 
otherwise must come.’ The people obeyed 
with fear and trembling. Asulf, the son 
of Duke Alvold, and the darling of the 
people, was chosen. The boy consented. 
Armed like a soldier, he knelt before the 
great stone altar to receive the fatal stroke. 
Hunrad’s hammer was raised. He was 
about to strike: the fatal blow, when sud- 
denly it was arrested by Winifred, who, 
from behind, turned it off with his staff. 
The great axe fell on the stone altar, shat- 
tering it, but Asulf was safe. Then Wini- 
fred preached Christ to the astonished 
crowd, and proclaimed the birthright of 
the Saviour, ‘fairer than Baldur, kinder 
than Freye the Good, greater than Odin 
the Wise.’ When the crowd was quieted, 
and still wondering at his words, he hewed 
down the blood tree of Thor. Behind it, 
unharmed by the ruin, stood a young fir, 
pointing to the stars. 

“The old priest raged. The people see- 
ing their god was powerless, listened. 
Pointing to the fir tree Winifred spoke 
again: ‘This little tree shall be your holy 
tree to-night. Its wood is the wood of 


peace, for your homes are built of fir. It 
is the type of everlasting life, for its leaves 
are ever green; and see, its! finger points 
to heaven. Let this be hailed the tree of 
the Christ-child. Gather about it in your 
homes, not in the wild forests. There it will 
shelter no deeds of blood, but loving gifts 
and rites of kindness.’ 

“They took it home. In the great hall 
of Duke Alvold’s dwelling Winifred told 
the story of Bethlehem and the angel’s song. 
All listened intently. They were charmed 
to stillness. The boy Asulf, on his mother’s 
knee, whispered into her ear: ‘Mother! 
listen now! I hear those angels singing 
again behind the tree.’ Some say it was 
true. Others say it was Prince Gregory, 
with his companions at the lower end of 
the hall, softly chanting their Christmas 
hymn: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.’ 

“So runs the most beautiful of the le- 
gends of the Christmas tree. Whether true 
or not, it gives new meaning to the trees 
which decorate our homes and churches 
at Christmas time. It picks out the most 
precious lessons of the Christmas-tide, and 
weaves them into a never-to-be-forgotten 
picture, both beautiful and real.” 

Besides the stories of the shepherds, the 
birth of the Christ-child, the song of the 
angels and the Wise Men of the Orient, 
which must always have the first place in 
a Christian home, the mothers should re- 
late to the children this legend of the 
Christmas tree, certainly more appropriate 
for the day we celebrate than the heathen 
legend of a Santa Claus coming down the 
chimney. And the next Christmas is the 
time for mothers to commence with it. 

ees 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
MARGARET SLATTERY. 

“OQ God, my Father, looking up at the 
shining stars of the December sky, I re- 
member the patient mother and the rock- 
hewn manger in lowly Bethlehem where lay 
cradled Thy love for the world. In the 
shadows of the silent stall I stand by the 
Child. Speak to my soul as I wait, I pray 
Thee. Let the trusting, loving spirit of the 
Child steal into my life until it calms all 
anxious fears and soothes all bitterness and 
pain. 

“In willing surrender and passionate 
longing let me take the Christ Child to my 
heart, that henceforth I may live as He 
lived, love as He loved, and, following in 
His footsteps, bring help to the needy, cour- 
age to the weak, comfort to the sorrowing, — 
and hope to the lost. Amen.” 


Three Christmas Eves in the Life of 


Martin 


Te 


HRISTMAS Eve of the yéar of our 
Lord, 1498, was a cold day. The 
north wind was blowing fiercely 

through the streets and alleys of the Thur- 
ingian town of Hisenach as if it wanted 
to drive home again the few people from 
the stalls on the market-place. Those who 
hurried away could see the front rooms of 
the house decorated with evergreens from 
the nearby, forest by the light of the colored 
candles or the flaming logs in the large fire- 
place. 


The silence of the streets was broken in 
upon from time to time by the voices of a 
band of schoolboys who were singing 
Christmas carols before the doors of the 
houses of well-to-do citizens in order to be 
rewarded by some gift by means of which 
they could buy something to eat and to 
drink and perhaps to cover in a better way 
their shivering bodies. 


The lads stopped before the house of 
Master Cotta, a much-respected citizen. 
They knew of the kindheartedness of the 
household and were sure of another proof 
of it this evening. They intoned their 
sweetest carol, the leading voice was that 
of a fifteen-year-old boy whom his fellows 
‘ealled Martin. He looked pale and hollow 
eyed, nevertheless his thin face and his 
large black eyes shone as if he were not 
in the bitterly cold street, but in the courts 
of the temple of the Lord. 

Master Cotta’s wife had opened the door 
as soon as the lads had started on their 
singing. As they finished their amen, they 
were invited into the house to warm and 
refresh themselves before stepping out 
again into the cold. Mistress Cotta had her 
eye on the boy with the beautiful voice and 
the pure face; she recognized him as the lad 
whom she had often seen praying and 
heard singing in the church, and whose 
devotional behavior she had not failed to 
notice with favor. She took him aside and 
managed. to get into his confidence. She 
learned of his poverty, his hunger and 
scant clothing, but also of his burning de- 
sire for knowledge and understanding and 
of his love of God and the Church. The 
lad answered to the good woman’s ques- 
_ tions in a modest manner, by which he won 
‘her heart’s affection. She knew something 
about the poverty of Martin’s Uncle Linde- 
mann, with whom he was lodging, and she 
invited him to come daily to her house at 
_ dinner time and eat with the family. Mar- 


Luther 


tin was so much taken aback that for a 
while he could not find words to give utter- 
ance to his thankfulness. At last he stam- 
mered, “In what way can I thank you for 
your kindness?” “By singing to me one 
and another of those Latin hymns you know 
so well,” was the answer. “Oh, I wish I 
could sing to you every day a hymn of 
praise of Almighty God,” said Martin. 
Mistress Cotta arose and went to her hus- 
band who was sitting at the fireplace talk- 
ing with the other boys. She whispered to 
him; at first he shook his head, but after 
a short while he nodded and looked pleased. 
The good woman returned to her seat near 
Martin and told him softly that she and 
her husband offered him bed and board in 
their house for as long as he would stay 
at Hisenach, promising to treat him as 
one of their children. They fulfilled their 
promise. Mistress Ursula Cotta was a 
mother to Martin Luther during his so- 
journ at Hisenach. 


ie 


Seven years later, on Christmas Eve, the 
Father Superior of the Augustinian Monks 
in their monastery at Erfurt, had said and 
sung the evening mass. The monks assem- 
bled in the refectory and partook of a 
sumptuous repast in honor of the festive 
day. They all enjoyed the banquet, for 
once forgetting their vow of perpetual pov- 
erty and total abstinence from sensual 
pleasure. Only one, and he the youngest 
of them all, was absent from the feast. 
Some of the older ones were rather glad 
of it, for reasons of their own. | 

Brother Martin, the novice, had returned 
to his cell right after the mass. There he 
went down upon his knees and wrung his 
hands in fervent prayer, seeking peace for 
his tortured soul and not finding it in spite 
of all his striving for perfect holiness 
which would make him a sinless saint be- 
fore God and men. He was in dead earnest 
about it. This Christmas Eve, staying 
away from the vanities of the world in 
which his fellow-monks were indulging, he 
scourged his. body, weakened by long fast- 
ing, so severely that he fell to the ground 
in a dead faint. 

Some of the monks did not like the ab- 
sence of Brother Martin from the festive 
board. They thought a good deal of him. 
During the six months he was with them 
he had endeared himself to them by his 
earnestness, his zeal and his great humble- 
ness. He had won their respect by his 
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modesty and the pains he took to refrain 
from any remark which might betray his 
superiority in matters of learning and 
religious knowledge. At a given signal 
they arose from the table and went to see 
him. They knocked at the door, but there 
was no answer; they called his name in 
vain. Thoroughly frightened, they forced 
the lock, and on entering they found 
Brother Martin stretched out on the cold 
stone floor looking like a corpse. One of 
them sobbed, “He is dead!” But another, 
who had quickly gone down upon the floor 
and had placed Brother Martin’s head in 
his lap, replied, “No, no, he is still living, 
I feel it; he has only swooned.” The breth- 
ren, still alarmed, tried the ordinary means 
to bring him back to life, but their en- 
deavors seemed to be fruitless. Martin’s 
soul seemed to be absent from his body. 
Brother Augustinus said, “Let us bring him 
back to us by means of the gentle art he 
loves so much.” He took Martin’s lute down 
from the wall and struck a chord. The 
brethren began to sing very softly, and 
then raised their voices gradually to a har- 
monious chant, accompanied by the lute. 
A tremor ran through Martin’s body, his 
eyelids were still heavy, and he mumbled, 
“T hear heavenly music; has the Lord God 
in His grace and mercy taken me up to 
Himself in this holy night?” His friends, 
now glad at heart, kept on singing until he 
lifted his head and recognized them. He 
thanked them warmly for their kindness 
and then sought his hard cot. Illness set 
in, but it worked for good in him, for an 
aged monk often came to see him and 
poured balm upon his wounded soul by ex- 
plaining to him the true meaning of the 
precious words of the Christian Creed, “I 
believe in the forgiveness of sins.” And 
he found that peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding through faith. 


GE, 


On Christmas Eve, A. D. 1534, Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther was meditating about his ser- 
mon for the next day in the stillness of his 
study-room when Mistress Kate, his be- 
loved wife, suddenly opened the door look- 
ing overheated and almost out of breath, 
and addressed her husband, “Doctor, I 
cannot get done with my work in the 
kitchen for tomorrow, if I have to look 
after the children. Please go for a while 
into the nursery and take a seat near the 
cradle of little Paul. If he cries, sing to 
him and rock him to sleep again. I cannot 
attend to the baby and to my baking at the 
same time.” Dr. Luther took his Bible, 
and went to the nursery and sat down at 
the cradle. His thoughts about the Holy 
Child come down from heaven to save and 
bless mankind, which he had so beautifully 
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expressed in his great hymn, “All Praise, 
Lord Jesus Christ, to Thee,” ten years ago, 
held his eyes fixed upwards toward heaven. 
And now the same thoughts swept down- 
wards to the earth, the abode of sinful 
mankind, and his eyes were fixed upon the 
little child in the cradle, a small weak, help- 
less creature—and yet the very image of 
the Holy Infant, the Son of God and Son 
of Mary. How it came about we do not 
know, but we are told that Dr. Luther’s 
hymn, “Good News from Heaven the Angels 
Bring,” was generated in his heart and 
mind while he was watching his baby in its 
cradle on Christmas Eve. While little Paul 
was slumbering, his father went on tip-toe 
to his room to fetch paper and pen and 
inkstand, to write as the Spirit moved him. 
The hymn originally had fifteen stanzas, 
which he surely read that very evening to 
his large household assembled in the re- 
fectory of the house, which formerly had 
been the Augustinian monastery. There 
were always a number of poor students 
enjoying free board and bed in Luther’s 
house. From that Christmas on the hymn, 
“Good News,” had the first place on the 
program. One of the students clothed in 
white, like an angel, entered the hall and 
sang the first seven (3) stanzas of the 
hymn. He was made welcome bysthe houes- 
hold intoning the eighth (fourth) stanza 
and continuing to the end. (The English 
hymn has only seven stanzas.) We may 
be sure that Dr. Luther led in singing and 
enjoyed it with his whole heart. 

On this Christmas Eve Luther was re- 
minded of the Christmas Eve of A. D. 1498, 
by a Latin Christmas carol of Notker, the 
poet, of “In Media Vitae,’ sung by poor 
school boys before the door. He quickly 
led them in and Mistress Kate readily re- 
galed with good things to eat and drink. 
Luther entertained with encouraging words, 
Mistress Kate filled a basket for them, and 
their tender daughter, Magdalena, took the 
red-cheeked apples her mother had given 
her and put them on the sly into the pock- 
ets of the smaller boys. That hymn of 
Notker Martin Luther had sung himself on 
the wintry streets of Eisenach thirty-six 
years ago. It was a hymn of praise. 


ee 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 

God has never had anything but good 
will toward men. “Whosoever will may 
take of the water of life freely.” — ; 

Angels proclaimed God’s will, but could 
not make known His love. None but Jesus 
could do that. 

The king could seek the life of the Child, 
but he could not save his own. 


The Christmas Heart 


BY THE REV. FRED V. CHRIST. 


INDOO philosophy makes much of 
the thought world. It even goes so 
far as to say that each one of us is 

surrounded by his own atmosphere of 
thought, which can be put on and off as 
a garment. It says also that our influence 
and.our happiness arise from this sur- 
rounding medium of thought. But I think 
that more probably our aura of influence 
arises directly out of the heart. Men whom 
we remember and revere the most and who 
have left their deepest impress on the 
world, have been not so much men of edu- 
cation, of brains, of thought, as they have 
been men of heart force. 


It is from the heart that love arises— _ 


and it is, after all, love which conquers, 
enchains us and rules us. But whatever 
the theory may be, this much is certain, 
that Edward Harriden, although he was a 
man of superior mental equipment, a man 
with a great fund of knowledge, and great 


depth of learning and judgment, yet, 
withal, he was very unhappy. His heart 
was dead. 

Through long years of struggle for 


wealth, his heart, his finer impulses and 
affections had been entirely obliterated by 
the one engrossing passion for dollars. 
Men pointed to Mr. Harriden and said: 
“There is the richest man in the city.” 
But no one expressed a desire to change 
places with him. With this death of his 
heart his friends had gone away one by one 
—until now he was alone. Alone in the 
midst of life. His money had built a wall 
around him, shutting him away from the 
beauties of nature, from the blessings of 
friendship, from the comforts of love. 
He was alone in the midst of society. On 
Christmas eve he sat and meditated upon 
his life. He remembered the Christmas- 
tides of long ago. He remembered, but 
felt not. He wished that he might laugh, 
or weep, or dance, but alas! he could not. 
He only remembered. He recalled the su- 
preme joy of his youthful homecomings, to 
spend the holidays, after the grind of col- 
lege. He saw again his father’s pride at 
the learning he displayed to the people of 
his native town. And his mother’s hope 
for her son that he should be good and 
‘great. Memories as blessed as life then 
but now only ashes—the quality all gone 
with the death of his heart. 
. “YT wonder if the sight of a Christmas 
‘tree and the songs wouldn’t do me good?” 
he said to himself. “I believe 1 will go to 
church. I hope they won’t put me out,” 
he added cynically, as he put on his coat. 
He was not a frequent attendant at church. 


He went out. As he walked along the 
crowded thoroughfares he felt his utter 
loneliness. The sight of the people did not 
console him. It only heightened his feeling 
of isolation. Yet in his helplessness he 
peered eagerly into the faces of all, hoping 
and looking for, he knew not what. 

“He saw misery, but it was a feeling 
misery. He saw happiness and it was a 
happiness of the heart. He saw all shades 
of suffering and gladness, yet upon no face 
did he see the unutterable despair which 
he felt sure was reflected from his own. So 
poignant became his mental sorrow that he 
turned from the study of the crowd to the 
study of the windows—hoping to find di- 
version. He did not find it and was turn- 
ing away when his attention was attracted 
by the figure of: a little girl who was look- 
ing into a brightly lighted show window 
filled with candies and pretty toys. 

The little girl had her eyes fixed upon 
the pretty things so that he could not see 
her face. He could only see that she was 
a very poor little girl, thinly clad, and 
emaciated, and that she looked forlorn and 
forgotten, standing there in the light with 
so many beautiful things. 


As he walked toward her, led by curi- 
osity, he caught a vision of her face as it 
was reflected in the window, and it seemed 
as if it were the image of his own face. 
True, her face was paler and sadder than 
his own. It was a different face from his, 
but there was an indefinable something— 
the atmosphere, the general effect which 
made him think he was looking at his 
own reflection. “It seems foolish,” he said 
to himself as he walked closer to the little 
girl. The child heard his footsteps and 
turned to face him. 

Life is a circle, we swing high and we 
swing low, and if we watch we will see 
that to swing too far one way is practi- 
cally the same as swinging too far the 
other way. Edward Harriden had swung 
too far forward. The little girl had swung 
—or had been swung—too far backward. 
The look the man saw in those great sad 
eyes of the girl was the same hopeless, 
dead look which he had beheld as a reflec- 
tion and recognized as his own. 

This recognition made him feel better, 
for he realizéd that he was no longer alone. 
His misery was shared, and he was shar- 
ing a sorrow. As this feeling of fellow- 
ship crept over him he became interested 
in the girl. 

“Are you cold?” he asked her in his 
foolish joy, but before she could answer he 


8 


said, “Would you like some of those nice 
things? Will you come with me?” 

The child stared a moment; the ques- 
tion was too much for her perplexed mind. 
Then she nodded her head quickly as she 
said, “Uh huh” 

The sign of recognition came as a faint 
light of early dawn into his eyes and into 
the eyes of the little girl. As he took her 
hand and they walked to the door of the 
store to enter; there was a real feeling of 
fellowship in their hand claps. Each one 
had been wandering in a far land—alone 
—he in a land of plenty, she in one of pov- 
erty—but each alone. He lifted the little 
girl up in his arms, that she might see the 
wonders of the Christmas counter. ‘Which 
—what do you want?” he said hesitatingly. 

The little girl did not answer; she had 
lapsed into open-eyed wonder. 

“Would you like one of those bright 
stars?” he said. Then he ceased to ask 
questions, but picked up a.silver and gold 
toy and handed it to the child. She un- 
derstood—and grasped the toy eagerly. 

It seemed to the man as if he were creat- 
ing beauty, there was such a change com- 
ing over the child, and recognizing the 
transforming power of a gift he heaped 
upon the wondering little girl toys, dolls, 
candies, until she was utterly overwhelmed. 

Then they started down street. The 
man remembered that he was on his way 
to the Christmas tree and decided to take 
the little girl. 

“Would you like to go to the Christmas 
tree?” he asked. 

“Yes,” she said, being willing and glad 
to go anywhere with a man so good. They 
walked on. Nothing so important had ever 
happened in the man’s life, and surely 
nothing so joyful and of such greatness 
had ever happened to the girl. 

When they arrived at the Church they 
found it brightly lighted and beautifully 
decorated to commemorate the birth of our 
Saviour. Over the altar hung a brilliant 
and wonderful star of Bethlehem. Gar- 
lands and draperies festooned the walls, 
and to one side, in front, stood the joy of 
all good folks, a Christmas tree lighted 
with many candles and hanging full of 
presents for the children. 

ll around were the children in glad ex- 
citement at the good time anticipated. 
Their hearts were bubbling over with 
merriment. 

The little girl and the man were seated 
by the usher. The organ played and a 
beautiful lady sang a Christmas song. 
Then children dressed like angels talked 
and sang the glad tidings of great joy. 
Good will filled the Church and the spirit 
of Christ was present and pervasive in 
very truth, 
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The infectious heart beats of the children 
melted the hard heart of the man. He 
realized that there was something wrong 
with him, yet he could not define nor ex- 
plain the defect. He was interested very 
much, but at the same time he felt and 
knew that he was not taking part in the 
exercises as the others about him were. 
He tried to solve the difficulty, but failed. 
Then he listened passively and light came 
at last. 

A rich voice began to sing: 


“Cold winter comes with icy footstep 
speedy, 

And many hearts are filled with doubt and 
fear. 


Our duty ’tis to help the poor and needy, 
Who have no home or but a hovel drear.” 

Now he knew. He had helped no one— 
whom could he help? He listened, waiting 
and expectant. 

A pretty little girl appeared, dressed in 
rags and in poverty. She was so beautiful 
that no one could mistake her for a really 
poor girl. She began to recite as if she 
were poor and forsaken, and in a sympa- 
thetic childish voice she began: 

“T am only a poor little beggar girl; 

Life is nothing to me but sadness. 

I am poor, I am lonely, I am sad, I am 
sick; 

My heart never sings in its gladness.” 

The man had become so interested in the 
program that not until the sight of the 
speaker recalled him did he think of the 
little girl whom he had befriended. He 
looked around—she was gone. 

The little speaker was beginning the 
second stanza when there was a shuffling 
of feet at her side. She turned—and the . 
congregation turned with her. : 

There was the real, poor little girl with 
her arms full of the presents which the 
man had given her. As one absorbed in 
thought she walked to the little speaker. 
At first there was a murmur of delight at 
the dramatic effect which it produced. But 
as the little ragged figure approached and 
was unrecognized by anyone in the con- 
gregation it became very quiet and ex- 
pectant. 

The pale, haggard little girl walked 
straight on regardless of the gaze of all. 
Then as she neared the little speaker she 
held out to her her arms full of her gifts. 

“Here,” she said, with a tremor in her 
voice. “You can have some of my things; 
I’ve got enough, anyway.” 

The little child, the pathetic look, the 
quavering voice, and the spirit of love 
manifested, left no dry eyes in that assem- 
bly of people. 


And above all others the man, as he sat 


and looked at that love, felt a thrill of 
(Continued on page 34) 


The Songs of Christmas 


BY CARL F. PRICH, 


HE very first Christian hymn ever 
sung was a Christmas song, pro- 
_ claiming the birth of Christ to the 
listening shepherds on the hills near Beth- 
lehem. It was chanted by the angel choir 
to the most rapturous music that. ever 
burst upon mortal ears: “Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth, peace, good 
will toward men.” From this first glory 
song the Greek Church wrought out a 
hymn of great beauty that is still in use 
in the Eastern Church. The Latin “Gloria 
in Excelsis” is a translation of this Greek 
hymn by St. Theodulph for the Roman 
Catholic Church, the English version of 
which is sometimes employed by Protestant 
churches. And from this Gloria there also 
came our hymn, “To God on high be thanks 
and praise,” our Protestant version hav- 
ing been derived from the German. 

True to the holy precedent, voiced by 
the angels in the thrilling concert of the 
Oriental night, Christmas has since ever 
been associated with music, and there has 
never been such a wealth of. the songs of 
Advent as there is today. 

When Bishop Phillips Brooks visited the 
scene of the birth of Christ and reverently 
wandered through Bethlehem’s streets and 
over the hillsides that once rang with the 
angels’ songs, he received the inspiration 
which shortly afterward led him to write 
one of the tenderest of our Christmas 
songs:, 

“O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie! 

_ Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight.” 

While our Christmas songs today are 
eloquent of the spiritual significance of 
the Incarnation, this has not been true of 
all the Yuletide carols through the cen- 
turies. An intimate history of the evolu- 


tion of Christmas carols would reveal in 


song somewhat of the struggle between the 
Pagan spirit and the spirit of Christianity 
that centred about this festival. Ancient 
Rome celebrated at this time of the year a 
midwinter fete that was marked by the 
_ vilest orgies of which Paganism was capa- 
ble. As the early Christian Church waxed 
stronger, it struggled to transform this 
wild revelry into a pious mirth befitting 
the birthday of the Son of God, and much 
of this holy joy found expression in the 


early Christmas hymns. 


’ 

The spirit of bacchanalian revelry, how- 
ever, a relic of Pagan days, adhered to the 
Christmas festival and in the Middle Ages 
the Church made questionable concessions 
to it. Thus not only were secular and sacred 
carols developed each in their own field, but 
finally there was produced a hybrid type 
of song that combined in a ludicrous way 
the elements of both worship and revelry. 

In the meanwhile the truly spiritual 
Christmas songs were kept pure from the 
taint of revelries and in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church were written by the clergy for 
use in Christmas worship only. These Latin 
hymns, many of them tender and noble in 
expression, gave utterance to the worship 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and repre- 
sented the Nativity as a dramatic event. 
It is for that reason that the Protestant 
Church has used but few of the old Latin 
Christmas hymns, the most widely adopted 
being “Adeste Fideles,” that is usually 
‘sung to the tune, “Portugese Hymn”: 


“O come all ye faithful 
Joyfully triumphant.” 


The Reformation wrought remarkable 
changes in spiritual Christmas songs, as 
well as in all branches of Christian 
hymnody. Hymns were now written in the 
vernacular, which the people, and not the 
clergy alone, could understand; and they 
were devoid of the objectionable doctrines 
of Romanism. One of Martin Luther’s 
sweetest poems was a Christmas song, 
written in 1540 for his little son Hans, 
aged five: 

“Give heed, my heart, lift- up thine eyes! 

Who is it in yon manger lies? 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

The blessed Christ-child lieth there. 

For velvet soft and silken stuff 

Thou hast but hay and straw so rough, 

Whereon Thou, King, so rich and great, 

As in Thy Heaven art throned in state.” 


Luther’s Christmas cradle-song, “Away 
in a manger, no crib for a bed,” is sung 
the world over by little folks at Christmas 
time. 

There followed a wealth of Nativity 
hymns in the German, more expressive of 
the writer’s or singer’s subjective attitude 
toward the birth of Christ, and emphasiz- 
ing the spiritual, rather than the historic 
phases of that great event. Some of these 
have been translated into English. ‘“Fair- 
est Lord Jesus” comes to us from this 
period, and though it is known as the Cru- 
saders’ Hymn, it has no authentic claims 
to such antiquity as its title implies. “Silent 
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night! Holy night!” by Joseph Mohr is 
the gem of all German carols. It is truly 
a part of German life itself. No Christmas 
can be perfect in that land without the 
singing of this “Heilige Nacht!” Its emo- 
tional effect reproduces the emotions of 
that night of wonder in all of its exquisite 
beauty and simplicity of charm: 

“Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin Mother and ‘child! 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace.” 


The great poets of England celebrated 
the birth of Christ in graceful verse; Ben 
Johnson in “I sing the birth was born to- 
night”; Robert Herrick by his lines: 

“In numbers, and these but few, 

I sing Thy birth, O Jesu! 

Thou prettie Babie, born here,”’* 
and John Milton in his noble “Hymn on 
the Morning of Christ’s, Nativity.” We 
find now in use,*however, only a few spir- 
itual Christmas poems from that earlier 
era, that are real hymns (such as the 
Tate and Brady’s “While shepherds 
watched their flocks by night”) until we 
come to “Joy to the World!” written in 
1719 by Dr. Isaac Watts, who may be 
said to have fairly opened the gateway 
to the flood of modern hymnody. In passing 
it may be of interest to note that this 
Christmas hymn is sung in the future 
tense by Seventh Day Adventists, “Joy to 
the world! the Lord will come.” 

Many excellent Christmas hymns were 
penned by Charles Wesley, the best of these 
being: 

“Hark! how all the welkin rings, 
Glory to the King of kings,” 
in which Rey. Martin Madan in 1760 made 
this felicitous change: 


“Hark! the herald angels sing 
‘Glory to the new-born King.’ ” 


H. Kirke White’s, “When marshaled in - 


the nightly plain,” was written to describe 
the author’s dark soul-experience in wan- 
dering hopelessly in the night of unbelief 
until the Star of Bethlehem spake of the 
Saviour and led him “to the port of peace.” 
White died in the twenty-second year of 
his age, but the poems that he left the 
world won tributes of praise from the 
greatest poets and critics of his day. 
Bishop Leigh R. Brewer, of Montana, in 
a letter to Dr. C. S. Nutter has described 
how he was led to write his carol: 
“Long years ago o’er Bethlehem’s hills 
Was seen a wondrous thing; 
As shepherds watched their sleeping flocks 
They heard the angels sing.” 
“T wrote that hymn or Christmas carol, 
(Continued on page 33) 
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The Mistletoe 


(From The Junior Christian Endeavor World.) 


CURIOUS legend of our Scandinavian 
forefathers relates to the mistletoe. 
Balder, the brightest and most beau- 

tiful of all the gods, dreamed one day that 
his life was in danger. His mother, Freya 
(from whom our day Friday is named), 
was much troubled when she heard, for she 
wanted him to live forever. 


Balder was a favorite of nature, and she 
got all the powers of nature, air, earth, 
fire, the mountains and forests and streams, 
to swear that they would do him no hurt. 


Loki, an evil spirit jealous of the bright 
and good one, resolved to find out the secret 
of Balder’s strength, for in the combats of 
the gods no harm ever came to him. 


He disguised himself as an old woman, 
called on Freya, and discovered that one 
thing only had she overlooked, the mistle- 
toe. It seemed so poor and insignificant a 
plant that she had not bound it by an oath 
not to hurt her son. f 


Loki sought out the mistletoe, and formed 
of it an arrow; and the beautiful Balder 
was slain by it. 

Freya was stricken with grief, and rode 
nine days and nights seeking her son; but 
he had gone never to return. 


Such is the story handed down for many 
hundreds of years, not a pleasant remem- 
brance for the mistletoe! Yet in spite of 
that it came to have a certain esteem, prob- 
ably because of its curious growth and 
character. The ancient Druids held it- 
sacred, and cut it with much ceremony. 
They. went in procession to the woods, 
dressed in white, and cut down the plant 
with a golden knife. It was then dis- 
tributed among the people, who hung up 
the sprays at the entrance to their homes 
as a sort of charm during the winter sea- 
son. 


-It has, however, no fine character. It is 
by nature one of the parasite plants; that 
is a plant which grows upon others. It 
fixes itself on quite a variety of trees. The 
“Druids used to cut it from the oak, but it 
frequents the sycamore, the poplar, the lime 
and the apple tree. These trees have to 
act as hosts to the intruder, whose rootlets 
pierce branches and trunk, and absorb the 
juices which the tree has prepared for it- 
self. ‘ 

There is one thing to be said for the 
mistletoe. It is not so bad as it might be. 

Its leaves, at all events, shift for them- 
selves, and feed on air, breaking up the 


carbonic acid like the leaves of any ordi- 


nary plant. 


' 
a 
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-ers ever had a chance to be. 


A White Christmas in Porto Rico 


BY RUTH HEMSATH EBERHARDT. 


HE Christmas Service is nearly over. 

In the crowded little room, the happy 

faces of children shine out, while tiny 
arms clasp a beloved new doll, a lovely book, 
or a beautiful toy. Through the open win- 
dow, the warm, gentle breeze may be heard 
whispering among the palm branches—for 
this is summer land all the year. 

Christmas songs and recitations in Span- 
ish have been entered into most heartily, 
and now the children are once more stand- 
ing before the platform, eyes wide with 
expectation. Very impressively, the tcacher 
pins upon each breast a bow of snow-white 
ribbon. 

“Jesus wants all his boys and girls to 
have hearts as pure and clean as these rib- 
bons. Do not let your lips say curses and 
angry words; do not let your minds think 
wicked and jealous thoughts. For such 
words and thoughts make our hearts soiled. 
When you see these ribbons remember that 
Jesus expects your heart and life to be 
white, like the ribbon.” 


But why, you wonder, couldn’t the 


fathers and mothers tell the children to 


shun bad words and deeds? 

I am sorry to say that, when these same 
fathers and mothers were boys and girls, 
no one had told them, so that they didn’t 
know that it was wrong. Now there are 
Sunday Schools and teachers and preachers 
to tell all the people, big and little, how 
to believe and how to live in the best and 
happiest way. 

As soon as the Christmas holiday is over, 
the children with the white ribbons will 
come to the school-house, where Miss Mae 
Mellander and Mrs. Martinez teach them 
every day. Perhaps you are studying the 
very same subjects in your Public School? 
But the Porto Rico children have also Bible 
History and Catechism which you do not. 

So every day these children, about eighty- 
five of them, are learning a little toward 
making eighty-five men and women—better 
and stronger than their fathers and moth- 
Best of all, 
they will be Christian men and women. 
But where would these eighty-five children 
be if our Lutheran School were not there 


to care for them? 


Some day Porto Rico may be a new star 
on our flag. Then we will be grateful that 
we have helped to make our new brothers 


worthy citizens of the United States. 


“Many grown men and women of Porto 
Rico have learned to know Jesus. and are 
trying hard to break away from habits of 
wrong-doing which they have indulged in 
from childhood. This is hard. You know 


a tree that has grown crooked can not be 
bent straight. But Jesus can work a won- 
derful miracle in the crooked lives of these 
people. He can help them overcome till, 
little by little, they learn to live straight 
and beautiful lives . 

The people whom our own Lutheran 
Church has brought to Jesus are gathered 
into nine congregations. But only two 
churches have been built and two chapels. 
And how the other congregations do long 
for a church building of their own in which 
to worship! These people are very, very 
poor, so they look to us, who have sent the 
preachers, to help them to build the 
churches. 

What a happy Christmas the next one 
will be, if, by that time, we can give them 
these churches! 

So let us al lend our helping hand and a 
fervent prayer that the desire of their 
hearts may come to them. And whenever 
they pass their new church home, may the 
House of God say to them, like the white 
ribbons: 

“Every day your life must be pure and 
beautiful; every day your bodies are the 
temples of the Holy Ghost.” 

es Was 
A HINT FOR THAT CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT 

You want to give that young friend of 
yeurs a present that will last until next 
Christmas. You can do it without wearing 
yourself out struggling through the crowd 
of shoppers, and without developing a 
strong anti-Christmas feeling. I think 
yeu should thank me for saving you that 
trouble. : 

All you have to do is to send 75 cents 
to the LuTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, 427 Drexel 
Building, Philadelphia, and ask that the 
REVIEW be sent one year to the address of 
your friend. It will carry Christmas cheer 
for twelve months. 

par Eee 
THE ORIGIN OF GIFTS 

When the three wise men rode from the 
East they bore on their saddle-bows three 
caskets filled with gold and frankincense 
and myrrh, to be laid at the feet of the 
manger-cradled Babe of Bethlehem. — Be- 
ginning with this old, old journey, the spirit 
of giving crept into the world’s heart. As 
the Magi came bearing gifts, so do we also; 
gifts that relieve want, gifts that are sweet 
and fragrant with friendship, gifts that 
breathe love, gifts that mean service, gifts 
inspired still hy the star that shone over the 
City of David.—Kate Douglas Wiggin, in 
Christian Observer. 


Luther League of Kansas 


Ninth Annual Convention, Emporia, August 25 to 27, 1920 
, bs BY WALTER M. LANTZ. 


EDGAR W. HOLDEN. 


HE ninth annual convention of the 

Luther League of Kansas opened on 

Wednesday afternoon, August 25, 

1920, in St. Mark’s Church, Emporia, Kan- 
sas, Rev. J. J. Clemens, pastor. 

Registration of delegates and visitors 

and assignment of entertainment began at 
3 o’clock Wednesday afternoon. 


Opening Session—Wednesday Evening 

The vesper service was conducted by Rev. 
J. J. Clemens, of Emporia, after which Rev. 
Robert L. Patterson, D. D., Atchison, gave 
the opening address on the theme of the con- 
vention, which was “The Leadership of the 
Lutheran Church.” 

Rey. Patterson’s address was divided into 
three topics: What the Church Should Be, 
What the Church Should Know, and What 
the Church Should Do. 

The Church should be a partaker of the 
examples of Biblical leaders and be imbued 
with prayer, which is the expression of faith 
in God. 

The Church should know the word of God, 
which is the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice. It should also know the history of 
the Lutheran Church, and know the enemy 
of the truth of God’s word. 

The Church should teach and exemplify 
the faith with which God delivered the 
children of Israel. It should plant this faith 
in the hearts of the children in the Sunday 
School and Luther League. 

Miss Erna <Ackelbein, president of the 


Emporia Senior Luther League, then gave 
an address of welcome on behalf of the St. 
Mark’s Luther League, and Rev. Clemens 
gave an address of welcome on behalf of St. 
Mark’s congregation, and the Mayor on be- 
half of the city of Emporia. Mr. Alfred 
J. Beil, president, responded on behalf of 
the League, and after a brief greeting from 
the Luther League of America by Mr. Harry 
Hodges, General Secretary, the Leaguers 
adjourned to the Y. M. C. A. gymnasium, 
which was appropriately decorated for the 
purpose, and spent the remainder of the 
evening in playing games and getting ac- 
quainted, after which refreshments were 
served. 
Second Session—Thursday Morning 

After the devotional service, which was 
conducted by Rey. B. R. Lantz, D. D., of 
Salina, the League held its first business ses- 
sion. The convention committees were ap- 
pointed and the state officers of the past 
year gave their reports, upon which action 
was taken. 

Following the business session, a Junior 
and Intermediate program was rendered by 
the Emporia Junior and Intermediate 
Leagues. The program was a sample of 
one of their meetings, and was conducted 
entirely by the children. ‘A violin solo was 
rendered in this meeting by one of the Em- 
poria Junior Leaguers. 

Miss Augusta Bang, of Emporia, gave a 
report of the National convention which 
was held at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

The theme of the National convention was 
“Our Neighbors” and from Miss Bang’s re- 
port each session of the convention was de- 
voted to one special phase of the subject, 
such as “Who Are Our Neighbors?” “The 
Needs of Our Neighbors,” “How We Should 
Aid Our Neighbors,” and many other such 
topics which would tend to make the 
Leaguers real missionaries and servants in 
the work of the Master. 


Third Session—Thursday Afternoon 


The devotional service was conducted by — 


Mr. Edgar Holden, of Greenleaf, and was 
followed by a’ business session at which the 
following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved: That all correspondence be 
answered promptly. 

2. That the delegates from each local 
League constitute themselves a committee to 
organize a Junior Luther League if they do 
not at present have one. 


3. That all bills of state officers be al- a 


lowed. 


4, That a working program be drawn a 
up as a goal toward which to work ae g 


ing the coming year. 
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5. That a League representative visit 
every local League at least once during the 
year. 

6. That we try to decide upon the place 
of the next convention before this conven- 
tion closes. 

7. That we decide upon spring or fall 
for the next convention. 

8. That the monthly Luther League let- 
ter be. continued. 

A Round Table discussion was then led 
by Mr. Harry Hodges, General Secretary, 
at which the following questions were dis- 
cussed by the delegates and visitors. 

1. What suggestions can you make to 
train and develop leaders? 

2. How can you make a devotional meet- 
ing profitable and interest the members in 
the topics? 

3. Give some suggestions for the social 
meeting. 

4. How would you manage the business 
meeting? 

5. May other than active members serve 
on committees? 

6. What do you do with the dead wood 
and how should chronic absentees be 
treated? 

7. What are the best methods to secure 
the reading of our literature? 

8. How can a League become more of a 
factor in the life of the congregation? 

9. What is the corrective to administer 
to Leaguers who will not remain after the 
League meeting for the evening Church 
services? 

10. How would you reorganize dormant 
Leagues? 

11. What can be done toward securing 
and establishing a standard of excellence 
for the League? 

Following the Round Table discussion, 
Rev. Weismiller, of Bendena, told of some 
of his experiences in England, France and 
Germany, portraying especially the cus- 
toms of the people of those countries. 

After Rev. Weismiller’s address, which 
was something different from most of the 
“Overseas Stories,’ a short business ses- 
sion was held at which the following of- 
ficers were elected: 

President—Mr. 
leaf, Kansas. 

Vice-President — Rev. 


Edgar Holden, Green- 


R. Weismiller, 


_, Bendena, Kansas. 


Erna 


Corresponding Secretary—Miss 
Ackelbein, Emporia, Kansas. 

Recording Secretary—Miss Vivian Sharp- 
ing, Peabody, Kansas. 

Treasurer—Mr. Walter Lantz, Chapman, 
Kansas. 


Fourth Session—Thursday Evening 


‘The Midland College program was held 
in the Emporia High School Auditorium 
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and was open not only to the convention 


delegates and visitors, but also to the citi- 
zens of Emporia. 

Professor W. E. Tillberg, dean of Mid- 
land College, Fremont, Nebraska, gave the 
opening address upon the subject, “Chris- 
tian Education the Fundamental of Lu- 
theran Leadership.” 

The address contained statistics and 
facts which showed in an_ interesting 
fashion the advantages of a Christian col- 
lege over a State college. 

After a short intermission, Professor 
Ernest Raymond Meisner, Midland Col- 
lege Expression Department, read for the 
three hundred and fifty-fifth time the play, 
“The Fortune Hunter.” 

The closing number of the program e6on- 
sisted of a number of vocal solos by Profes- 
sor Charles Nicholas Head of Midland Col- 
lege School of Music. 


Closing Session—Friday *Morning 

Rev. C. Wilbur Nelson, of Hutchinson, 
conducted the Matin service at 6 o’clock, 
after which the Luther Leaguers held their 
annual hike and breakfast in a camp- 
ground on the edge of the city. 

The 8 o’clock devotional service was con- 
ducted by Rev. W. L. Scheding, of Glasco. 
The closing address of the convention was 
delivered by Mr. Harry Hodges upon the 
subject, “The Place of the Luther League 
in Lutheran Leadership.” 

Mr. Hodges stated that the Luther 
League should create in the youth of the 
Church a Lutheran consciousness and teach 
them the true mission of the Lutheran 
Church. 

After a short intermission, the final 
business session was held for the purpose 
of closing up the unfinished business. 

The state committees to act for the fol- 
lowing year were appointed, and it was 
decided to adopt the following standard of 
efficiency which was suggesterd by Mr. 
Harry Hodges: 

1. Average atendance of not less than 
one-half of the enrollment. 

2. Punctual attendance. 

3. Have all officers present at the meet- 
ing's. 

4, Have the committees present. 

5. Have the meeting begin on time. 

6. Leaders present and prepared. 

7. Hach active member lead at least once 
during each quarter. 

8. Daily Bible reading by all members. 

The convention voted that each local 
League should’ assist Rev. Nelson in a 
boys’ survey which is to be taken by a 
committee of which he is chairman. 

After extending a unanimous vote of 
thanks to the Luther League of Emporia 
the business session closed. 


Luther League of Pennsylvania 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention, Pittsburgh, July 9, 10 and 11, '920 


BY STELLA 


FRANCIS C. LEUPOLD. 


T a quiet spot on the East side in 

the great industrial city of Pitts- 

burgh, the Luther League of Penn- 
sylvania met in its twenty-seventh annual 
convention. The sessions were held in 
Christ Church, Margaretta and Beatty 
Streets, Rev. John I. Shaud, pastor. De- 
votional services were conducted at the 
various sessions by the Rev. Harry G. Sny- 
der, of Vandergrift, chaplain. of the con- 
vention. The first session opened Friday, 
July 9, at 3 p. m., and was devoted to busi- 
ness and reports. 

President William H. Menges presented 
his annual report, which dealt with the 
work accomplished during the past year 
and expressed gratification for the co-oper- 
ation on the part of fellow officers. The 
treasurer’s report showed receipts during 
the year of $3,214.96, disbursements $3,- 
067.88, balance $147.08, and urged that 
since all back dues were paid, funds be 
provided during the coming year for ex- 
tension work. According to the statistical 
report given by the statistician the state is 
composed of 233 Senior, 12 Intermediate 
and 74 Junior societies, with a member- 
ship of 9,981 Seniors, 222 Intermediates,, 
and 2,497 Juniors, who contributed $10,- 
950.386 for local purposes and $3,610.84 for 
‘benevolence. 

The executive committee’s report ex- 
plained in detail the vast amount of work 


J. SCHAEFFER. 


done by the State league and contained 
various recommendations for the advance- 
ment of the work in the future. The ex- 
tension committee’s report strongly urg.d 
the appointment of a salaried secre .ary. 
who could maintain an office thru which 
the extension committee would operate and 
who would also have charge of the statis- 
tical and financial work. 

At the Friday evening session D. A. 
Kommel, president of the Pittsburgh Dis- 
trict League, delivered the address of wel- 


’ come in behalf of the district, Christ Church 


and the city of Pittsburgh, in which he 
compared the State League and Pittsburgh 
District to twin sisters, both being born in 
the same year, both having grown and ex- 
panded their activities until they are among 
the largest in the Luther League of Amer- 
ica. He enthusiastically “boosted” the city 
and its industries and closed with a hearty 
welcome. Francis C. Leupold, vice-president 
of the State League, responded in few but 
well chosen words, setting forth that the 
convention’s welcome was testified by the 
efforts put forth by the local committees 
to make the visit of the delegates as pleas- 
ant as possible. ‘ 

The address of the evening, “The Amal- 
gamation of the United Lutheran Church,” 
was delivered by the Rey. Lewis C. Manges, 
D. D., of Harrisburg, in which he sounded 
the keynote to the Convention’s theme, ~ 
“Our New Problems.” He showed the 
great part the Luther League has played 
in making possible the United Lutheran 
Church, but that its work is by no means 
completed. The great problem now that the 
Church is united, is to educate the people 
to become as one, work as one, proceed_on 
their way as one large united body, for 
only in that way can the Church accom- 
plish the tremendous task which is confront- 
ing it today and which the young people 
of the Church must help solve. 


A conference on “The Weekly Meeting 
and Its Program” featured the Saturday 
morning session, in charge of Miss Helen 
V. Delaplane and Wm. .H. Jones, York. 
The conference was divided into two parts: 
“The Preparation by the Leader,” led by 
Mr. Jones, and “The Leader in the Meet- 
ing,” by Miss Delaplane. Rev. Prof. Geo. 
Taylor Rygh, Lit. D., Columbia, S. C., rep- 
resenting the National Lutheran Council, 
addressed the Convention on “The League’s 
Place in the Work of Reconstruction.” He 
drew a graphic picture of conditions in war- — 
stricken lands and strongly appealed to 
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the young people of the Lutheran Church 
for their co-operation in the work of re- 
construction. Rev. Mr. Scarpitti, who has 
charge of the work among Italians in the 
United Lutheran Church, gave the dele- 
gates some interesting information in a 
few remarks on the work done and showed 
the importance of this field of activity. 

The election of officers at the Saturday 
afternoon session resulted in the following: 
President, Francis C. Leupold, Philadel- 
phia; Vice-President, M. Haller Frey, 
York; Secretary, Stella J. Schaeffer, York; 
Assistant Secretary, Anna E. Pentermann, 
Freedom; Treasurer, Roy C. Beaver, Green- 
ville; Statistician, Ellis E. Stauffer, Potts- 
town. : oe 

The work of the special committee to 
bring all the young people’s societies of the 
Lutheran Church into the Luther League 
was thoroughly discussed and it was de- 
cided to defer action until after the meet- 
ing of the United Lutheran Church, to be 
held in Washington, D. C., next October. “ 

The president of each district league was 
appointed a*member of the state extension 
committee according to a recommendation 
which was adopted. This will intensify the 
extension work in district leagues. 

An important step towards the advance- 
ment of league work was taken when it 
was recommended that officers and com- 
mittees of district organizations meet sev- 
eral times between conventions and make 
a survey of activities and plan for greater 
work. 

The question of establishing a central 
bureau for information and of having a 
paid secretary brought forth a spirited dis- 
cussion, and it was finally decided to refer 
the matter in question to the executive 
committee for action.’ 

The executive committee was instructed 
to visit all district conventions in an official 
capacity during the next year. 

‘The Rev. Dr. Charles P. McLaughlin, 
D. D., of Pittsburgh, conducted a most help- 
ful conference on “How the League Can 
Help Our Congregations.” He asserted 
that the League has an important part to 


_play in the congregation and can be espe- 


cially helpful by being faithful in_ their 
attendance at divine worship, doing clerical 
work, and securing recruits for the gospel 


_ ministry and deaconess work. 


At the Saturday evening session Rev. 
Henry R. Spangler, of Guntur, India, in an 
address on the subject “New Missionary 


Opportunities,” sounded the call for more 
leaders for this great commission and 


showed the necessity of carrying the pure 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the foreign fields 
where it is so badly needed. 

Sunday morning the delegates attended 
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Sunday School and Divine Worship at 
Christ Church. 

“District Work and Workers” was up 
for discussion in the conference conducted 
by O. C. Rohde, Vice-President of the Lu- 
ther League of America, during the Sunday 
afternoon session. He pointed out that the 
district is a business proposition and needs 
men of executive ability who can give a 
thorough business administration. 

The last address of the convention was 
made by Rev. Joseph B. Baker, D. D., of 
Gettysburg, Pa., at the closing session on 
Sunday evening, his subject being “The 
Challenge of the Christian Ministry.” He 
asserted that the ministry was a perma- 
nent occupation as the gospel was here to 
stay and could be carried anywhere. Rev. 
Baker in his address presented the chal- 
lenge of permanency, of territory, of noble 
lineage, of prestige, of service and of the 
best paid calling in the world. 

On Friday evening after the session a 
reception was tendered the delegates and 
visitors in charge of the Luther League of 
Christ Church. Refreshments were served. 

On Saturday afternoon the delegates 
were taken on an automobile sightseeing 
trip through the city, Bigelow Boulevard, 
Schenley Park to the Carnegie library and 
museum to Mt. Washington for a bird’s-eye 
view of the city, through the South Side 
and Lawrenceville, and thence back to the 
church. This trip proved very interesting 
and enjoyable to the delegates. 

P. Walter Banker, treasurer of the Lu- 
ther League of America, during the con- 
vention set forth the advantages and beau- 
ties of the city of Wilkes-Barre and on 
behalf of the Northeastern District Luther 
League extended an invitation to the State 
League to hold its convention in 1921 at 
Wilkes-Barre. The convention recommend- 
ed to the executive committce that this in- 
vitation be accepted. 

The Rev. John I. Shaud, Pastor loci, was 
the life of the convention. His smile and 
handshake were always ready for every- 
one. Rev. Shaud made some remarks about 
each session, which were outlined as fol- 
lows: Friday night, “Fellowship”; Satur- 
day night, “Love,” and on Sunday night, 
“Matrimony.” These remarks pleased the 
convention and kept the delegates in good 
humor. 

There were enrolled at the convention 25 
district delegates, 76 local, 6 officers and 26 
visitors, a total of 133. At the close of 
the Convention nearly fifty of the delegates 
left Pittsburgh for Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
to attend the Convention of the Luther 
League of America, July 13th, 14th and 
15th. ‘ 


League News Items 


SEND IN THE NEWS—tThe other Leagues want to know what YOU are doing. You want them to know 
of your activities. This department is a clearing house for ideas in entertainment and good works. If 


yours is not represented it is because we do not hear trom you, 


hands by the tenth of the month. 
CONNECTICUT 
WATERBURY 


—The State Luther League of Connecticut 
held a picnic on August 7, under the direction 
of the Waterbury Chapter, with an attendance 
of about 3800, and every League in Connecticut 
represented. 

Despite the downpour of rain, the contests 
scheduled were entered into heartily; first, sec- 
ond and third prizes in the form of ribbons were 
awarded, while identification ribbons of yellow 
were worn by every Leaguer. The cup was 
awarded to the Southington League, with 484 
points to its credit, the other Leagues ranking 
as follows: South Manchester, 304, Meriden, 
233, New Haven, 234, Rockville, 184, Water- 
bury, 84 and Bridgeport, 34. Mr. Hans H. 
Bauck was chairman of the committee which 
arranged the event, and the proceeds, $20.24, 
were turned in to the State treasury. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
WASHINGTON 

—St. Mark’s Luther League on October 13 
held a most delightful social in the form of a 
“Trip Around the World.” The guests were 
taken in automobiles to the homes of a number 
of the members; these homes were decorated to 
picture the ideas and customs of the country 
represented, and those who served at each home 
were dressed accordingly. The following places 
were visited in the order given: Hawaii, where 
fruit salad was served; China, with tea and 
rice cakes; Germany, potato salad, sausage 
and rye bread; Italy, spaghetti and bananas; 
Iceland, ice cream. At the last home visited 
short speeches were made by the president of 
the League and by the chairman of the enter- 
tainment committee. 

—The annual meeting of the Luther League 
Central was held at Zion’s Church on Tuesday 
evening, October 5. It was attended by a large 
and enthusiastic gathering, representing nearly 
all of the Lutheran Churches of the city. Re- 
ports were heard from the delegates to the 
twenty-fifth ‘anniversary convention of the 
Luther League of America. Mr. DeHart re- 
ported first, giving a comprehensive report of 
the proceedings of the convention. This was 
followed by a report on the salient features 
of the convention by Mr. H. Caemmerer. Having 
pledged $100 in behalf of the Luther League 
Central toward the $10,000 campaign fund for 
the Luther League of America, he called upon 
the Leaguers present for individual eontribu- 
tions, and subscriptions to the amount of $110 


were received. 
ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO 


—The annual banquet of the Luther League 
of Chicago was held on Wednesday, October 13. 
Mr. Lawrence Wang acted as toastmaster. 
The banquet was followed by a program con- 
sisting of violin and piano numbers, selections 
by the Zion Lutheran Church Quartet, an illus- 
trated lecture on “Chicago, Today and Tomor- 
row,” by Mr. Walter D. Moody, a reading of 
an “Impossible”? number of the Chicago Luther 
Leaguer by Mrs. 8. T. Peterson, and a talk by 


Mr. Ralph Blaha. 
NEW YORK 
ALBANY 


—The Luther League of Hmmanuel Church 
elected the following officers to serve for the 
year: President, John Held; vice-president, 
George Gressens ; recording secretary, Jeanette 
Rosell; financial secretary, Katherine Hurst; 
treasurer, Emma Haker. 


All news items must be in the Editor’s 


OHIO . 
AKRON 


—Charles Klahre, who was killed in service 
March 19, 1918, was one of the most faithful 
and useful members of Trinity Luther 
League, of fine Christian character, universally 
popular with the young people, and active in 
Boy Scout work. As a tribute the recent issue 
of the Trinity Luther Leaguer was dedicated to 
his memory. 

—The Junior League is busy at work. A 
large box of scrap-books has been sent to Sister 
Carrie, their former superintendent, for her 
work among the boys and girls of the Virgin 
Islands, and as their home mission work, a box 
in the form of a house gathers their offerings 
for the work of the hospice. 

—Trinity Luther League is holding interest- 
ing meetings, meeting at 5 o’clock for a short 
social hour, at 6 a light lunch is served, and 
from 6:30 to 7:30 the devotional hour fol- 
lows, with the study of the Luther League 
Topics. Regular business meetings are held 
the third Thursday of each month. The young 
people find this plan of work both instructive 
and enjoyable. 

NORTH LIMA 

—The Luther League of the Bees here is 
doing splendid work. They have a membership 
of over thirty, with an average attendance of 
95 per cent. On October 24 they held a joint 
missionary and Reformation service with the 
congregation. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
ALLENTOWN 

—The Allentown District Luther League 
held its twenty-fifth annual convention in St. 
Peter’s Church on November 10. At the after- 
noon session there was a business session, and 
a conference, conducted by Francis Leupold, 
president of the Luther League of Pennsyl- 
vania. The evening program consisted of musi- 


cal numbers, a Junior demonstration by Miss. 


Brenda Mehlhouse, and an address by the Rev. 


R. ee of Allentown. 
ARDMO 


= Onl miciouen 23 a meeting was held in St. 
Paul’s Church for the purpose of making plans 


for the organizing of a Junior Society. 
GREENVILLE-MEADVILLE 


—Saturday, October 2, the first of a series 
of Luther League rallies to be held during the 
year in the Greenville-Meadville section was 
held in Trinity Church, Meadville. After a 
short organ recital by Miss Etta Frederick, of 
Greenville, the opening vesper service was con- 
ducted, followed by an address on ‘Work of the 
Luther League, Past, Present and Future,” by 
the Rey. 8. Roth, and one on “Stewardship of 
Luther Leaguers,” by Mr. Roy A. Beaver, 
chairman of the section, interspersed by musi- 
cal numbers. Mr. Burton J. Bell, president of 
the Northwestern District, spoke briefly on im- 
portant matters acted upon at the national 
convention, and Mr. Gessler, president of the 


-Greenville League, made a few remarks. At 


the close of the program a delightful social hour 

was enjoyed in the church parlors. Many of 

the visiting Leaguers remained as guests of 

the local Leaguers over Sunday, and a number 

assisted in the various services of the day. 
2360 = 


The real Christmas tree is the tree of 
life; its branches spread over all lands; 


and its leaves are for the re of the . 


nations. 


mitted to adjust 


 force'and the executive committee. 


- General Secretary's Letter 


DrEAR LUTHER LEAGUERS: 

There are many matters that I would 
like to discuss with you in this letter but I 
shall confine myself to one, viz.: our adop- 
tion by the United Lutheran Church in 
America, 

On Monday, October 25, at 2.30 p. m., in 
the church whose picture herewith appears, 
without a dissenting voice the United 
Church adopted the Luther League of 
America as its official Young People’s Or- 
ganization. 

The policy of the United Church is that 
its auxiliary associations shall be organ- 
ized along synodical lines and the Luther 
League of America is organized along state 
lines. Here was an immediate conflict, but 
the Church was 
quick to see that 
any immediate 
change in the 
League’s organ- 
ization would 
tend to weaken 
it esOUeibe. oTa- 
ciously gave 
permission that 
the League 
might be per- 


itself gradually 
as per the fol- 
lowing resolu- 
tion: “Resolved, 
that the Lu- 
ther League of 
America, recog- 
nizing the prin- 
ciple of organi- 
zation along 
synodical lines, 
will strive to 
conform its or- 
ganization to this principle as soon as 
posible.” 

We have now ceased to be a non-synodical 
body and become a synodical body. There 
are within our fold, however, about a score 
of local societies belonging to bodies other 
than the United Church and some of these 
have expressed a desire to remain with us 
if possible, so, with the consent of the 
‘United Church, provision will be made for 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP and the delegates 
from the societies in this class of member- 
ship will be entitled to all privileges with 

‘the exception of holding office in the cs 
is 
ruling will obtain in the Luther League of 
America and its synodical units. Under 
the new order the organizations which are 
now districts will be federations of all the 


THE HOME OF 


leagues in a given locality and any member 
will be entitled to ALL privileges. , 

The Luther League of America will as- 
sume an objective, just what that objective 
will be-I am unable to state at this writing. 
The Washingtdn Convention instructed the 
Executive Board to go over the work of all 
the auxiliary organizations and coordinate 
where possible so that nothing definite will 
be done until after it has rendered its re- 
port. 

In the meantime let every district and 
state strengthen its stakes and bring within 
its fold those who are still without. 

As you read this letter we will have en- 
tered the last month of the year. Would 
it not be fine if the Luther League of 

. America could 
close the year 
with a clean 
slate? It could 
and have a bal- 
ance, if the fol- 
lowing dues 
were paid into 
the treasury: 
Illinois, $135.45; 
Iowa, $72.40; 
Minnesota, $78.- 
60; Nova Scotia, 
$36.15; New Jer- 
sey, $144.88; 
North Carolina, 
$183.44; New 
York, $1,459.89; 
Ohio, $100; 
Kansas, Penn- 
Sylvania, $654.- 
05; South Da- 
kota, $20; Wis- 
consin, $23.48. 
Minnesota and 
Nova Scotia 
have made no payments at all upon their 
indebtedness for the year. Connecticut, 
Indiana, Michigan, Nebraska State Leagues 
and Baltimore, Columbia, Wheeling Dis- 
tricts have paid in full. The unpaid dues 
amount to $2,908.34. 

Will every reader of these lines consti- 
tute himself or herself a committee of one 
to have your local and district dues sent 
at once to the state treasurer that he may 
transmit the same to this office? Do it 
today. 

The fund pledged at Fort Wayne has 
received thus far $1,200. 

May the Christmas Spirit descend richly 
upon you all and may it remain with you 
throughout the coming year. 

Yours very truly, 
Harry Honpces, 


OUR ADOPTION. 


Suggestions for Your Social Meeting 


Christmas Social Ideas 


® Snowball Party 
LARGE pine tree in the centre of the 
A room is loaded with white packages 
of all sizes and shapes, which look 
like huge snowballs. On a table close at 
hand is a box filled with pieces of card- 
board, each bearing a number. The pack- 
ages on the tree are marked with cor- 
responding numbers. Each person is given a 
number on entering and looks for the pack- 
age bearing the duplicate number. When 
the mysterious snowballs are unwrapped, 
all sorts of pretty, quaint and funny articles 
appear. The gifts are all inexpensive— 
searf-pins and dolls, silver penholders, tin 
horns, dainty ornaments, books, whistles, 
pencils, all oz which can be picked up at the 
five and ten ccnt store, are among the fruits 
growing on this remarkable tree. 
Sania Claus in Trouble 
Santa Claus finds he’s way behind 
In pulling his candy sticks. 
Please come at seven on Tuesday night 
And help him out of his fix. 

This invitation, written on red paper 
and wound diagonally with white to rep- 
resent stick candy, invites the Leaguers to 
a candy pull and candy making party. 
Each one:on entering draws from a bag a 
bit of red or green paper, cut in the form 
of star, bell or other appropriate shape, 
and those having similar pieces are seated 
together at a table. Each table’s work is 
directed by some one skilled in the making 
of a particular kind of candy, and fudge, 
molasses candy and other simple candies, 
in addition to “pull candy” may be made. 

A Klondike Social 

Photographs of Arctic regions, polar 
bears and icebergs are on exhibition, and 
a series of numbered “Klondike Konversa- 
tion Kards,” prepared on note ‘paper, is 
used, with the plan of changing partners 
and topics every’ five minutes. The topics 
are so worded as to conduct the conversers 
successively through various adventures on 
an imaginary journey to the Klondike. 
When they reach this goal, the topics cease, 
and a hunt for nuggets begins. This takes 
place in an adjoining room decorated to 
represent a winter scene. The “nuggets” 
are nuts, fruit, candy, etc., hidden in all 
sorts of out of the way places. 

A Sleighing Party 
"Pass out tiny sleighs cut from card- 
board on which the following questions, 
with spaces for the answers, are written: 
SLA and two letters form something found 
in the schoolroom (slate). 


SLA and two other letters) represent a 
tragedy (slain). 

SLA and one letter produces a loud noise 
(slam). 

SLA and one letter spells a long narrow 
board (slat). 

SLA and four letters represents a state of 
bondage (slavery). 

SLA and one letter gives a form of correc- 
tion (slap). 

SLA and four letters represents a group of 
languages (Slavonic). 

SLA and six letters meaning carnage 
(slaughter). 

SLA and two letters gives not tight (slack). 
Filling the Christmas Stocking 

Each guest is supplied with a sheet of 

paper, a pencil, scissors and some red pa- 

per. A Christmas stocking is to be cut 

from the red paper, pasted ion the white 

paper, and then each is asked to fill the 

stocking by drawing in some presents, fill- 

ing it to overflowing, with the most desir- 

able one on top. These are then collected 

and put on exhibition. 


A Trip with Santa Claus 

This is played like the old-time “Stage 
Coach.” All the players except one sit in 
a circle, and each is given the name of 
some article in Santa’s pack. Some one 
standing begins a story telling of Santa’s 
trip with pack and reindeer and the many 
adventures by the way. Whenever an ar- 


ticle is mentioned whose name has been’ 


given to any player, that player must jump 
up instantly and turn around three times. 
At every- mention of the name “Santa 
Claus” 
the one left standing has to go on with the 
story from where the former one left off. 


A Kindergarten Entertainment 

Try a kindergarten for grown-ups to 
amuse your Leaguers some evening. Have 
one as leader or teacher, and let ten or 
twelve of the members take the part of the 
children, being dressed to represent boys 
and guns of kindergarten age. Have on 
the platform a piano, plants, a desk, and 
the kindergarten chairs arranged in a 
semicircle. Have the “children” enter, 
carrying lunch baskets, each one present 
teacher with something, and then sing 
“Good Morning to You,’ a familiar kin- 
dergarten song. Several motion songs 


may be used, there should be questions on 


geography, nature, flowers, blackboard 


work, and a story by the leader, ail of 


hice admit of local “hits,” there should 
be a number of special features. ~ 


all change seats and in the scramble © 


_ ae 


‘| EDITORIAL 


} 

Harry Hopces, Editor, 
Philadelphia, Pa., with 
Rev. J. S. Albert, Rev. C. 
M. Teufel, Miss Brenda 
Mehlhouse, I. S. Runyon 
as special associates. 
Send all articles, 
munications and news 
items to 427 Drexel 
Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


com- 


<= Crttorial ~« 


CHRISTMAS 


More than nineteen centuries have passed 
since angelic heralds proclaimed the new- 
born King Whom shepherds and wise men 

e found in the manger at Bethlehem. Incon- 
spicuous as the birth may have seemed at 

\ that time, it was the great event of the 
world. Whether Jesus is looked upon as 

the Son of God, as merely the best of men, 

His brief life on earth has turned the cur- 

rents of history and civilization today, with 

its triumphs and failures, dates from that 

period when the Roman Empire was at the 
plenitude of its power, when the splendor 

of the Emperor’s court shed the radiance 

of its luster over all the world. No note 

was taken of the event in the golden palaces 

; on the hill above the Forum Romanum. 
ait Nothing at that time seemed less likely 
than that the world would one day re- 


nounce the Cxsars and choose the reputed_ 


son of a carpenter as its liege; nothing 
more improbable than that the imperial le- 
gions should disappear before Goth and 
Vandal and Hun, while the army of Chris- 
tian believers should grow to fill the whole 
earth. 
| The Christian festival of Christmas is 
i not sectarian; it is not even confined to 
Me those who profess Christianity. It is the 
one day in the year when practically all the 
civilized world gives itself up to rejoicing, 
_ to giving and receiving gifts, to words and 
deeds of charity, to good resolutions and to 
an enlarged faith. The teachings of the 
| oes meek and lowly Jesus have worked a mighty 
'’ miracle in the world. Confucius, Gautama, 
Mohammed and other spiritual leaders have 
their millions of followers, but the teach- 
ings of Jesus are better than all of them. 
No one has ever yet successfully assailed 
the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, 
the parables of the lost sheep and the Prod- 
igal Son. Even those who dissent most 
radically from the creed and dogma of the 
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Christian Church ean find no fault with 
the teaching of the lowly Nazarene. It is a 
truth that Christianity has provided for all 
the cardinal principles of right action in 
this world and holds out to the faithful a 
hope of future reward that has been an in- 
spiration to countless millions who have 
willingly suffered martyrdom rather than 
recant. 

Today the message of “on the earth 
peace, good will toward men,” rings out as 
clear as when it first was sung by the mul- 
titudes of the heavenly host before the en- 
raptured shepherds of Judea. Today the 
teachings of Jesus are more loved and more 
followed than ever before, and, whether 
consciously or unconsciously and in spite of 
all failures and drawbacks, that message 
is working the regefferation of mankind. 
It is true that there is not absolute peace 
on earth, nor is good will everywhere pre- 
dominant, but it is coming slowly and sure- 
ly. Formerly men delighted in their crimes; 
today evil is shunned by most persons, and 
those who do wrong are anxious to cover it 
up. Goodness is enthroned intellectually 
and when it is enshrined in all hearts the 
fruition of the original Christmas Day will 
have been reached. 

And so today let us live in charity with 
our neighbors and with all mankind. Let 
us put bitterness from our hearts, let us 
strive to follow out the spirit of the day, 
and, more important, let us strive to main- 
tain this condition for the coming year and — 
the rest of our lives. And as the Oriental 
Magi brought gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, representatives of the greatest ma- 
terial values, to lay at the feet of the infant 
Jesus, let us bring the rich gifts of a larger 
faith, a better life, a consecrated purpose, 
for the betterment of all mankind as the 
richest gifts which humanity can offer on 
the altar where finite and infinite meet, 
where God has stooped to. bless the earth. 

A Happy Christmas, dear readers, to you 
all, and, as Tiny Tim remarked: “God bless 
us, every one.” 


Hints for Senior ‘Topic Leaders 


BY REY. J. S. ALBERT. - 


January 2, 1921—-Use New Year Hymns 
and Hymns of Service, with appropriate 
Psalm. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION By LEADER. 

Every year brings new opportunities. 
We should be ready to meet them. 

The past frequently unfruitful, due to 
many causes, as selfishness, idleness, lack 
of enthusiasm, unfaithfulness to duty, spir- 
itual deadness. 

Need of repentance and faith. The Mas- 
ter allows us another year to become fruit- 


ful in good works of righteousness, god-— 


liness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
IDEAS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Many doors open which give us oppor- 
tunities to work for Christ. What are 
they? 

Another year is allowed us to 
good.” 

The great need of living in close fellow- 
ship with Christ. John 15. 

Make your opportunities. The lack of 
opportunity the result of a weak mind. 

Seest thou a man diligent in business? 
He shall stand before kings. Prov. 

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED. 

Is there anything like “luck”? What 
does one mean when le says “due to luck?” 

What is the definition of “opportunity”? 
Draw out application of word. 

How shall we improve our opportunities 
for prayer, repentance, faith, and service? 

What opportunities do you find in the 
“Vineyard of the Master?” 

How shall we redeem the past with its 
failures? 

What will help us to improve our oppor- 
tunities? 

January 9, 1921—Hymns for the cause 
of Missions to be sung, with appropriate 
psalm. 


“make 


LEADER’S OUTLINE OF TOPIC. 

Explain purpose of parable, to show 
small beginnings, development, influence, 
and consummation of the Kingdom. Illus- 
- trate from the Acts of the Apostles, the 
growth of the Church. The marvelous 
progress of missions show growth and in- 
fluence. Speak of influence of Christianity 
upon the world even though all parts have 
not a full knowledge of Christ. The neces- 
sity of personal contact. 

For DIScussion. 

The small beginnings of divine grace, a 
word, a thought, a kindness, a prayer to be 
led to the truth. 

The suitableness and attractiveness of 
Christianity for all conditions of men. 

The influence of the Christian religion 
upon all walks of life. 


What influence has our own life upon 
others? Whom should we interest in the 
kingdom? How can we best do it? ° 

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED. 

Where are the places we may find people 
to be influenced by the Gospel? E.g., board- 
ing places, college, home, church, school, 
business. 

Is Christianity a failure? 
for your answer. 

The parable emphasizes personal work. 
How shall we go about it? Are we doing 
all we can? 

January 16, 1921—Hymns on the Word 
and the Church, and Life with Christ. 

PRESENTATION OF LEADER. 

The general theme of the parable, the 
finding of life in Christ. Its precious 
value. Its value not recognized by many. 
Many unwilling to sacrifice to buy it. 
Classes who find it, the daily laborer, and 
the special trained man. No respect of 
persons with Christ. 

DISCUSSION TOPICS. 

Martha was troubled about many things, 
Mary had found the one thing needful. 

The safest investment in bah) and the 
joy in securing 1 

A price must be paid to seeure ‘this joy. 
What it is and are we willing to pay it? 

LIVE QUESTIONS. 

What are many of the things that must 
be given up to secure the blessings of the 
kingdom, the pearl of great price. 

What two men gave up everything for 
Christ? Heb. 11:24-25; Phil. 3:7-8. 

What do you consider “complete sur- 
render?” 

To what extent is a Chvistian to use the 
things of the world so as not to lose the . 
pearl of great price? 

What cause men to lose this pearl, others 
to never find it? 

How can you influence people to seek for 
the hidden treasure? 

January 23, 1921—Use Hymns empha- 
sizing service to Christ. 

PRESENTATION OF LEADER. 

Help in need demands compassion; a 
recognition of the needs of others, a knowl- 
edge of the source of supplies, an orderly 
way of distribution, and a realization that 
you cannot teach starving people higher 
truths until fed. : 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION. : 

Examples of people in need today, physic- 
ally and spiritually. 

We are co-workers with God to relieve all 
kinds of distress.: 

There is a famine in the world today, 

(Continued on page 34) 


State reasons 


Senior League Topics 


Second Sunday 
after Christmas. January 2, 1921. 
A YEAR WITH OPPORTUNITY 
(Festival) 
Luke 138 :6-9. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday—KEcclesiastes 11:9-12:14. 
Tuesday—Psalms 90. 

Wednesday—John 15:1-8. 
Thursday—Hebrews 6:1-12. 
Friday—Matthew 25 :14-30. 
Saturday—Matthew 25 :31-46, 
(Rey. C. A. Portz.) 


‘ Topic STUDY. 

As we stand at the threshold of the 
new year we are face to face with another 
year of abundant opportunity. This is 
true, for every year is a year with oppor- 
tunity, and every day is a day with oppor- 
tunity, but we fail to see and hear most of 
the opportunities which knock at the doors 
of our lives. If we do not daily see oppor- 
tunities we, at least in the eyes of Bacon, 
‘are not wise for he says, “a wise man will 

make more opportunities than he finds.” 
Indecision and lack of purpose are likely 
two of the chiefest causes why we do not 
recognize that we have before us a fit or 
convenient time to do something worth 
while: that we have a time and place 
favorable for executing a good purpose. 

It is well for us to apply some of the 
business man’s principles to our individual 
lives. Every good business man “takes 
stock,” at least yearly, 7. e., he goes over 
his shelves to learn how much of each 
article he may have left and discover which 
particular articles have been the best 
sellers. Those which remain to fill his 
shelves and clog his business he puts “on 
sale” at. reduced prices, gets rid of them 
and stocks up on the good seller. It would 
be splendid for all Leaguers to do like- 
wise. Take an inventory of your lives. 
Get rid of some “junk” and stock up with 
the worth while. Study where you missed 
opportunities for doing helpful work, both 
as a League and as individuals. We should 
not be “mere lumber” with dry rot, in our 
League or Church; not mere cumberers of 
the ground as was the barren fig tree 
which had to be cut down simply because it 
took up room as well as to sap from the soil 
rich juices which should have been feeding 
a tree which would bear fruit. It is well 
also for every officer to inquire into his 
work and see if he or she has been efficient, 
and opportunity grasping, or merely a 
“cumberer” of an important trust bestowed. 

The parable of the fig tree, Luke 13:6-9, 
should not need extensive explanation here 
further than to make some applications to 


ourselves, for it certainly was not meant 
to apply only to the Jews. Jesus likely 
meant to show by this parable that the 
Jews were a nation given unspeakable ad- 
vantage, as a nation, by the revelations 
from God through the prophets, and God 
had a right to expect a holy character on 
the part of the chosen people; but he ex- 
pects no less of men today. 

The parable undoubtedly is to teach that 
much will be required of those to whom 
much has been given; that if those who 
have been given much fail to meet what is 
required of them, sentence of destruction 
will be pronounced against them; and 
though the sentence of execution may be 
postponed because of Christ’s intercession, 
it will most certainly be carried out if there 
is no repentance and change made. 

If Jesus meant to teach anything by this 
parable he meant to show every man his 
responsibility to his God and show the cer- 
tainty of punishment if he fails to recog- 
nize and meet that responsibility. The 
man who refuses to recognize and believe 
Christ has a double responsibility in that 
he not only is lost because Christ has been 
rejected, but he has also been a fruitless 
tree cumbering the earth by robbing God 
of all the talents and means which He gave 
to him, as a trust. Who has been placed 
in a place more favorable for bringing 
forth fruit than men of this day? The 
privileges of the Jews were small in com- 
parison to what men enjoy today. The light 
which they enjoyed was early dawn, but 
that of today is the noon-day sun. They 
had the prophets; men now have the Son 
of God. They had typical sacrifices; to- 
day men have the great Propitiation. 

Although our land is by no means ideal, 
we do have almost unlimited advantages 
for making good, and great influence is 
brought to bear upon us to be spiritual. 
Our educational systems are the best; the 
opportunities for rising in the material 
world are legion in number; we dare wor- 
ship God in the way we please, surely “the 
lines have fallen unto us in pleasant places 
and we have received a goodly heritage.” 

Especially is this true of the Lutheran 
who holds fast to the pure word of God and 
pure doctrine and a living faith; we who 
are sons and daughters of Christian an- 
cestors; we who have the great book of 
God, the Church of Jesus Christ, and 
Christian teachers, truly we have grown 
up in an atmosphere of privilege and op- 
portunity. But we cannot live on a repu- 
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tation, for God expects fruit from a tree 
on which he has bestowed exceptional ad- 
vantage. If the Lutheran Church has 
erred anywhere, she has erred on this point 
in that she has too complacently rested on 
the record of a glorious past and great his- 
tory; but she is awakening, she is mar- 
shaling her forces and the future will 
mean great fruit resulting from a mighty 
conflict. God is bringing opportunity un- 
limited to our shores in the form of peoples 
of all nations. The great Church of the 
Reformation is seeing her opportunities. 
Get acquainted with your Church, fellow 
Leaguers, and learn the opportunities she 
is holding forth in response to God’s call, 
“Go work today in my vineyard.” 


First Sunday 
after Epiphany. January 9, 1921. 


THE MUSTARD SEED AND THE 
LEAVEN 
(Biblical) 
Matt. 13 :31-33. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 

Monday—Mark 4:26-29. 

Tuesday—Romans 12:1-8. 

Wednesday—I Peter 2:1-10. 

Thursday—Luke 17:20-21. 

Friday—I Corinthians 5 :6-8. 

Saturday—Luke 12:1-2. 

(Rev. C. A. Portz.) 
Topic Stupy. 

The two parables of the scripture lesson 
constitute a pair, hence must be studied 
together. Their subject is the progress of 
the kingdom of heaven upon earth. (The 


kingdom of heaven viewed in its external 


form no doubt is the Church.) The ‘first 
parable contrasts the small beginnings 
with the ultimate magnitude; it refers 


specially to the future growth of the visi- 
ble Church of Christ. The second parable 
emphasizes the method of its internal op- 
eration and the universality of its spread 
and diffusion at the last. This parable re- 
fers to the power of divine grace mani- 
fested in the visible Church, among the be- 
lievers. 

In the first the kingdom is compared to 
a mustard seed which a man planted and 
which grew up to be so large that birds 
found lodging in its branches. While a 
grain of mustard seed is not the smallest 
of seeds it is exceedingly small and the 
phrase “grain of mustard seed” was used 
among the rabbis to denote anything ex- 
ceedingly small; and while the mustard 
plant does not develop into the size of an 
oak, it does overtop other herbs and _ be- 
comes large enough to accommodate birds 
with a very suitable resting place. It at 
once suggests to our minds, “a great re- 
sult from a small beginning’—a large 
growth from a small germ. The kingdom 
of heaven on earth had a beginning which 
when compared with its present magnitude 
is much as the tiny mustard seed is to the 
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mustard plant only with a far greater con- 
trast. . 
THE BEGINNING OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
This beginning was almost insignificant 
viewed externally. Two followers of John 
the Baptist heard him say, “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” These two men followed 
Jesus and asked him, “Rabbi, where dwell- 
est thou?” They obeyed Christ’s words, 
“Come and see.” They spent the night 
with Him and did see and were convinced 
that He was the Christ. Then Andrew 
found his brother Peter and brought him 
to Christ. The following day Jesus found 
Philip and bade him to follow, then through 
Philip’s invitation Nathaniel was brought 
to Christ. (Read John 1:35-51.) Thus 
the work continued for years and cen- 
turies until not only the Holy Land but all 
of the Roman Empire was overspread and 
now after almost two thousand years every 
corner and clime of the earth, as well as 
the islands of the sea, finds workers and 


adherents of God’s Kingdom, so that the 


total number of Christians today (includ- 
ing Catholics) is 576,000,000 of people. 
What a contrast between the small begin- 
ning and the countless magnitude and 
power today! 

Men notice such contrasts in other 
things of the earth though the secular his- 
torian scarcely makes mention. of the fact; 
yet today the most momentous force, yes, 
the only force which will solve the vexing 
problems of humanity is the Christian 
Church; and despite the spiritual reaction 
and lull, resulting from world war hatred, 
she is pushing her conquests to every point 
of the compass. 

The parable of the leaven is taken from 
a household scene so familiar to everyone 
that detailed explanation need not be en- 
tered into. “Leaven is a well known sub- 
stance used to produce fermentation.” The 
silent yet powerful influence by which it 


produces changes in the meal (flour) with 


which it is combined and which it thor- 
oughly penetrates, is here employed as an 
image of that divine influence which, al- 
though it is unseen by the eye (“hid’’), 
leads to the conversion and sanctification of 
men, “not by might nor by power, but by 
my spirit,” etc. (Zech. 4:6). Leaven is used 
in an unfavorable sense in Matt. 16:6; 
I Cor. 5:7-8, but in this parable there is 
no question but that it is used in a favor- 
able sense. 

This parable suggests some most vital 
facts to us. (1) The leaven was not in thé 
meal by nature; it had to be put into it, 
so the gospel is not a natural product; it 
was no latent quality in the heart of man 
needing only favorable conditions to de- 
velop it. The Gospel is a divine remedy pro+ 


vided to counteract and overcome the in- 


ey. | 
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herent, inborn evil nature of man. It is 
not a human invention. Christ’s coming 
into the world brought an entirely new in- 
fluence into it. 

The fact that men are born of the sinful 
flesh, that men are depraved, always re- 
mains. Man of himself cannot ‘rid himself 
of the spiritual malady with which each 
one is tainted, “There is not a just man 
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not; Her 320, 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.. Romans 5:12. 

Man is so tainted with sin that he has 
of himself not even been able to keep from 
becoming worse. 

The only way man develops, when left 
to himself, is downward; to see this fact 
in history we need but study ancient civ- 
ilization which with all its worldly culture, 
learning and art was little more than 
veneered brutality, hence if men were to 
be delivered from the progress of evil, that 
deliverance had to come through some 
power from without. That power Daniel 
saw in a vision. (See Daniel 7:9-14.) 
This same fact is illustrated in this parable 
under consideration, by the hiding of 
leaven in the meal. Human nature, bad to 
begin with, persistently deteriorates. Had 
Jesus been only a human man, he could 
have done nothing to stop this going down; 
but he was and is the divine-human, God- 
man, with a living power within himself 
‘by which is wrought on all men who be- 
lieve on Him the “great transformation.” 
“By the mystery of His holy incarnation, 
by His cross and passion, by His precious 
death and burial, by His glorious resur- 
rection and ascension and by the coming of 
the Holy Ghost,” He introduced this new 
element, this new power into humanity 
which has been working for its renovation 
ever since. 

Just as the leaven works a change on 
and assimilates the particles of meal, so 
Christ and his kingdom work a similar 
change on the world. Those who come in 
_ contact with Christ have imparted to them- 
selves of His nature. His’soothing touch 
cooled the leper’s fevered brow and his 
scales dropped off. We need but think of 
a Paul, a Huss, a Savanarola, a Wycliffe, 
a Luther, a Bunyan to realize what a true 
life in Christ does for men. For an ex- 
ample of a people without the great and 
Mellowing power of the Christ we need but 
look at the once powerful Greece, with its 
eloquence, noble art, acute philosophy, but 
the people a mass of reeking rottenness; 
and this continued until a man of Tarsus 
preached the Christ and His cross, when 
‘even in Corinth, the very center of the 
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world’s iniquity, a mighty transformation 
was made and sinners were made clean and 
whole, so will it continue to work miracles 
in the hearts of men and nations until the 
introduction of Christianity to the world 
is universal. The beginnings of Chris- 
tianity were exceedingly small, but the 
hope of the world lies in its propagation 
and that will at last be achieved. 3 

The character of all peoples among 
whom it is taught and accepted will be 
changed; it will go on its course until “men 
shall be blessed in Christ and all nations 
shall call Him blessed!” But if the world, 
Luther Leaguers, is to have the gospel it 
must be brought about by those who al- 
ready have it. You are given unprece- 
dented opportunities and privileges to be 
workers in God’s kingdom. Are you ac- 
cepting the challenge and privilege or are 
we ourselves not truly leavened? 

aS 
Second Sunday 
after Epiphany. January 16, 1920. 

HIDDEN TREASURES AND THE 
PEARL 
(Biblical) 
Matt. 13:44-46. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 

Read the eight chapters of Solomon’s Song, re- 
membering that they are a wonderful love poem, 
not only of yearning lovers, but much more of the 
adoring love of Christ and His Church. As _ the 
lover is precious to his sweetheart, so and much 
more is Christ to the Christian. To find the love 
of Christ is to have the most precious of all loves. 
That love establishes His Kingdom in the heart and 
that love will spread it to the end of the earth. For 


the joy of that love is exceeding precious. 
(Rev. C. A. Portz.) 


Topic Srupy. 

In the parables of the study of last week 
the subject was the progress of the king- 
dom of heaven upon earth. The parables 
of this lesson show two different modes in 
which religious life commences in the soul. 
By referring to the two parables we at 
once see that each man discovered what 
he considered of supreme value and took 
means to obtain it for himself. The one 
came upon his treasure by accident; the 
other found his greatest treasure while he 
was engaged in his regular business life. 
In the above respect they differed from 
each other; but when the discovery was 
made each man earnestly tried to make, 
the great treasure he had found, his own, 
so in this they are alike. 

The treasure and pearl of great price 
both represent salvation through Jesus 
Christ. They illustrate the different ways 
in which men come to the discovery of the 
greatness of the salvation that is in Christ. 
In the first parable we have the kingdom 
of heaven presenting itself unexpectedly. 
“Christ is found of one who sought Him 
not.” In the second parable we have the 
story of one who succeeds in getting what 
he strives to obtain. Here we see the 
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anxious inquirer earnestly seeking for 
something which will raise him above him- 
self and resting not until he finds that in 
Christ. We see those who resemble the in- 
quiring young man, “loved” by Jesus 
(Mark 10:21), yet lacking somewhat, or 
the inquiring scribe who was, “not far 
from the kingdom of God” yet not in it 
(Mark 12:34). We at once see a clear 
distinction between the man who was not 
looking for it but came upon the treasure 
in the field and the man who traded in 
pearls and who in the course of his busi- 
ness transactions located a very valuable 
pearl and bought it. The former verifies 
the prophet’s words, “I am found of them 
that sought me not,” and the second illus- 
trates the promise “those that seek me 
earnestly shall find me.” The word of 
God gives numerous illustrations of each 
type. 

The woman of Samaria, the jailer at 
Phillipi, the centurion by the cross and 
Zaccheus, who out of curiosity went out 
to the prophet of Nazareth, are all exam- 
ples of those who found Christ when not 
looking for him. Among the earnest seekers 
after the Master we find Nicodemus, also 
the Ethiopian eunuch, who was studying 
the prophecies of Isaiah when Philip came 
to him and gave him instruction in their 
meaning. 

SOME PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. 

1. As workers in the Christian Church it 
is most vital to bear in mind that every 
community has people of the Samaritan 
woman and Phillipian jailer type—people 
who are like the barren fig tree, and are 
not the least concerned about matters spir- 
itual. Whatever their civil and moral life 
may be they will finally be “cut down,” 
they will be lost unless they accept Christ 
and become workers in his kingdom. Here 
is the Christians opportunity and respon- 
sibility. Get such people under the Gos- 
pel’s influence, by getting Christian litera- 
ture into their hands, invitations to any 
and all Church functions and services and 
very often they will be won to Christ, by 
way of hymn, prayer, sermon, or special 
invitation; but certainly there must be con- 
sistent, consecrated living and business 
principles on the part of professing Chris- 
tians for we are all too often the sole 
Bible read by non-Christians. 

The genuine seeker after Christ has 
here also the greatest encouragement given 
him, “Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness. Incline your ear, 
and come unto me; hear, and you shall 
live.” (Isa. 55:2-8). 

2. From the facts that the man who 
found the treasure in the field was not con- 
tent with merely seeing it, and the mer- 
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chant was not satisfied simply with look- 
ing at the pearl, we may well deduce the 
fact that salvation helps no one until that 
person has personally accepted it through 
faith in Christ Jesus. Just as neither the 
treasure of the field nor the pearl would 
have been any good to either man unless 
each man made the respective prize his 
own, so also will Christ avail no man any- 
thing until he has made Christ his own 
Saviour. Jesus could be born into the 
world without saving a soul. He has the 
power to save all men, but actually He is 
the Saviour only of those who believe on 
Him. His advent must be more than a 
historical fact, it must be a personal ex- 
perience. He must be given entrance into 
every individual heart. 

3. These two men show how much they 
valued the prizes they were after by the 
fact that they gave up (or sold) all they 
had to get the great prize. 

The merchant made a good investment: 
even at the price he paid, so also the finder 
of the hidden treasure. They both re- 
ceived more than they gave. So also should 
men realize that when they give up or 
rather exchange some _ foolish worldly 
things for Jesus the Christ, they have re- 
ceived infinitely more than they gave. These 
earthly bargainers did not sulk and whim- 
per about any sacrifices or self-denials 
they were making. They gave much but 
got much more. This holds far more true 
for every person who really enlists in the 
army of Christ. So often we hear young 
people whimper and whine that they have 
so much to give up to be a Christian; or 
again they give the reason for not enter- 
ing some distinctive Christian work, such 
as the deaconess work or the ministry, 
that so much must be given up. Not so! 
Let us use some good sense in this matter 
and realize that what we get is far more 
valuable than what we have left behind or 
exchanged for the great prize. We need 
more Paul spirit when he says, “What 
things were gain to me, those things I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my-Lord.” “Here is no regretful look 
upon the past, no grudging of what he had 
given up, no chafing under what men 
would call self-denial; but rather a rejoic- 
ing over the  super-excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ.” 

The genuine Christian does not need, 
better yet, does not want, the sympathy of 
the worldling who thinks of the Christian 
as a victim of the humdrum life because 
there are so many things he cannot enter 
into. No! The Christian does not think of 
this as a sacrifice, for he no longer desires 
them. The Christian has meat to eat of 
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which the world knows not. This can be 
discovered only by experience; and when 
once really experienced all will be com- 
pelled to cry out like the Queen of Sheba, 
who, upon beholding the glories of Solo- 
mon and his temple, exclaimed, “not half 
has been told.” 


—__*& 
Septuagesima 
Sunday. January 23, 1921. 
HELP IN NEED 
(Practical) 
Matt. 15 :32-38. 


DaiLy BiBLeE READINGS. 
Monday—Exodus 16. 
Tuesday—Psalm 37. 
Wednesday—Psalm 41. 
Thursday—Joel 2:21-27. 
Friday—Matthew 6 :25-34, 
Saturday—Philippians 4:10-20. 

(Ruth F, Formhals.) 


Topic STUDY. 

The scripture lesson gives the story of a 
time when there was a real need. The 
multitude had been with Jesus for three 
days. They had brought to Him those 
who were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and 
many others to be healed. Those who were 
well had no conception of their immedia‘e 
need. Only Jesus knew. And after three 
days Jesus demonstrated to the multitude 
his power—his ability to use the seven 
loaves and fishes so that “they all did eat 
and were filled.” 

Our opportunity lies in discovering the 
needs of other people. The word “need” 
does not necessarily mean trouble. The 
person whom you know who seems to be 
.the most fortunate may need something. 
Jesus “gave to the disciples and the dis- 
ciples to the multitude.” Workers are 
needed today to help carry out God’s plan. 
Are you doing your part? 

“Look all around you, find someone in 
need, 

Help somebody today; 

Though it be little a neighborly deed, 

Help somebody today.” 


Isa. 41:6. “They helped every one his 
neighbor and every one said to his brother, 
be of good courage.” We demonstrate our 
Christianity in many ways as we perform 
our daily tasks. Our fellow workers have 
a right to judge us by our actions. From 
this Old Testament passage we find two 
lessons that we may apply to our daily liv- 
ing. First—working together. Hearty co- 
operation means harmony, good spirit, and 
success. If practiced in our business we 
would come nearer the ideal which Jesus 
had for our business dealings. Second— 
‘encouragement. The forerunner of failure 
is often discouragement. Just a word to 
turn the disheartened one to see the other 
side of things—new life, and another 
chance, has a meaning far beyond expres- 
sion. 
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Too often when one is conscious of a 
particular need in his life, help is sought 
from others unnecessarily. God in his 
providence does try his children sometimes. 
Bible study and prayer gives us the as- 
surance that God will help us. There are 
many promises for all who accept Him. 
Search your Bible, find them, study them, 
learn them. We are all familiar with 
Luther’s definition of prayer. God is the 
friend whom we may approach at all times. 
He is ready to listen and ready to answer 
if it is. His will. Let us not abuse this 
privilege by praying only in time of need— 
spasmodically so to speak. The prayers 
of the Bible teach us how to pray. “The 
supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working.” James 5:16. 

“It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.” Acts 20:35. The giving we think 
about in connection with the study of this 
lesson is the giving of ourselves—serving 
our fellowmen. The secret of real help- 
fulness is love. Our help without our love 
means very little. Kindness to others is 
better than being rude, but loving kind- 
ness is the thing which means something— 
that which brings a blessing to the one 
who gives and the one who receives. 

ey ae 
Sexagesima 
Sunday. January 30, 1921. 
.GOD’S MISSION STUDY BOOK 
(Missionary) 
DaAILy BIBLE READINGS. 

Monday—Genesis 1. 

Tucsday—Genesis 2:1-9. 

Wednesday—Genesis 12:1-3. 

Thursday—lIsaiah 2:1-4. 

Friday—Jeremiah 1:4-10. 

Saturday—Jonah—the entire book. 

(Rosalyn Summer Sease.) 


Topic Srupy. 
1. MiIssIoNARY MESSAGES OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT PROPHETS. 

Twelve messengers enter, cach carrying 
a scroll, which is unrolled as the message 
is given and from which he reads the 
passages of Scripture called for. The 
comments or explanations, however, should 
be given from memory. Should twelve 
young ladies present the messages it would 
be quite effective if they would costume 
themselves in Grecian robes, or costumes 
as worn in the days of the prophets. 

No. 1. Representing Prophet Amos. 
Amos lays bare Israel’s oppression of the 
poor, the luxury and parasitism of her 
women, and prophesies famine and deso- 
lation. With wonderful tenderness he la- 
ments his country’s fate and beseeches her 
in God’s name to:seek good and not evil, 
that she may live. 

No. 2. Representing Prophet Hosea. 
Hosea is the earliest great teacher of the 
love of God. “O, Israel, thou hast de- 
stroyed thyself, but in me is thine help. 
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I will ransom thee from the power of the 
grave. O death, I will by thy plague.” 

No. 3. Representing Prophet Micah. 
The conditions of industrial oppression and 
social vice which Micah reveals among the 
princes of Judah do not differ materially 
from those which Amos denounced in Is- 
rael. In his fourth chapter is found the 
earliest clear forecast of that universal 
gospel at the heart of God’s plan for his 
ancient people. Read Micah 5:1-5. 

No. 4. Representing Prophet Isaiah. 
Isaiah has been called the fifth evangelist, 
because in his prophecies the gospel note 
sounds clearest and most often. In his 
writings for the first time we recognize a 
world-vision. Isaiah’s missionary meaning 
rests upon two convictions, God’s righteous- 
ness and God’s providential government, 
not alone of his chosen people, but of the 
world. Read Isaiah 9:2-8. 

No. 5. Representing Prophet Jeremiah. 
In Jeremiah’s call we have a noble proto- 
type of the call of all true missionaries. 
In his personality Jeremiah stands out. as 


the greatest of the prophets. Read Jer. 
31:31-84. 
No. 6. Representing Prophet Ezekiel. 


Ezekiel writes for the individual man. In 
Ezekiel’s parable of the hireling shepherd 
(Chapter 34) is to be found a missionary 
message that rebukes our selfish ease as it 
did that of the professedly religious in the 
long ago. 

-No. 7. Representing Prophet Zechariah. 
Zechariah has become forever precious to 
the Christian conscience in his foreshad- 
owing the betrayal and crucifixion of our 
Lord. He joins in the great chorus of the 
prophets to invite all nations to share with 
the chosen people in the grace of God. 
(Zech. 2:11; Zech. 8:7-8). Read Zech. 
9:9-10. 

No. 8. Representing Prophet Habakkuk. 
Habakkuk’s message seems _ peculiarly 
meant for our day. Baffled by the wrong 
and insolent tyranny which he beholds 
everywhere, the sensitive soul of the 
prophet turns to his God with a question: 
“How long will Jehovah permit wrong and 
silence to triumph, so that the law is par- 
alyzed and justice never gets done? Shall 
the oppressor forever draw his sword and 
ceaselessly massacre the nations?” The 
prophet, comforted, though not answered, 
raises the bold challenge of faith against 


all insolent evil of whatever age. Read. 


Hab. 2:14. 


No. 9. Representing Prophet Malachi. 
Malachi stands as a messenger who tells 
the petulant people how the Lord will 
“suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye de- 
light in; behold, he shall come, saith the 
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Lord of hosts. But who may abide in the 
day of his coming?” Read Mal. 3:1-3. 

No. 10. Representing Prophet Daniel. 
Daniel reiterates the great hope that we 
have found expressed with varying de- 
grees of clearness in all the prophets—the 
hope of a Messianic kingdom. Read Daniel 
2:44-45. 

No. 11. Representing Prophet Joel. The 
prophet Joel has left no one out of the 
noblest visions of the Old Testament in his 
prophecy of the pouring out of the Spirit 
on all humanity, so that old men shall 
dream dreams, and young men shall see 
visions, and even upon the servants and 
the hand-maidens shall the Spirit be 
poured out. 

No. 12. Representing Prophet Jonah. The 
book of Jonah is in many respects the cul- 
minating message of the Old Testament. 
If ever an age needed the missionary mes- 
sage of the Book of Jonah, it is our own. 
2. MISSIONARY MESSAGE OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. 

_ When we turn from the Old Testament 
to the New in our study of the Bible, it is. 
like passing out of a dimly lighted room 
into glorious sunshine. For the New Testa- 
ment is missionary from beginning to end; 
in its plan, in its teachings, in its philoso- 
phy. In one flashing circlet John 3:16 
includes the whole gospel. The missionary 
meaning of the New Testament grows out 
of the Old as a tree is rooted in the ground, 
as a rose expresses the sweet heart of the 
rosebud. 

1. The Gospels. The message of the 
Gospels is a universal message. Jesus 
thinks and speaks in universal terms. “The 
earth,” “the world,’ “all,” “whosoever,” 
“the kingdom of God’—these are insepar- 
able from His message. The parables 
which speak of the field as the world, the 
leaven working until it has leavened the 
whole lump, and all nations gathered to- 
gether before Christ for judgment are not 
subject to a merely national or provincial 
interpretation. His message of the father- . 
hood of God is a universal message. Truly 
Jesus is the “light which lighteth every 
man coming into the world” (John 1:9) 
and “the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 5:51). 

2. The Acts. This book is the first vol- 
ume of missionary history. It begins with 
representatives of many nations gathered 
at the founding of the Church. The un- 
folding of the wide purpose of God proceeds - 
with rapidity after Paul’s conversion on 
the way to Damascus and Peter’s experi- 
ence in* connection with the sheet let down 
from heaven. The far-reaching conquests 
which followed unmistakably point out the 
missionary purpose of God. The book is) 

(Continued on page 32) 
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JANUARY 2, 
A Year of Opportunity. 
By D. A. Kommel. 
Scripture Lesson—Luke 3 :6-9. 


Memory Verse—This one thing I do, forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before, 
[ press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

In the parable of the fruitless fig tree, the 
owner of the vineyard comes; expecting to find 
fruit on the fig tree. Finding none, he orders 
it cut down as it is only taking up space. The 
dresser of the vineyard pleads for one more 
year in which to give it special attention, in 
order that it might bear fruit. 

As we look back over the few years of our 
League, we-see perhaps many things that we 
might have done. Let us, however, not get 
discouraged, but rather let us press on_ to 
greater and better things. Our year of oppor- 
tunity is before us. 

In the Church—Never before in the history 
of our church has there been such a need for 
boys and girls with the proper religious train- 
ing, and with consecrated hearts, who are 
willing to give a little of their time to the serv- 
ice of their King. 

Congregations, Sunday schools, Junior 
Leagues, etc., are crying, give us more trained 
helners. As you have been richly blessed by 
having the epportunity to train for service in 
your League so even now let us bear fruit and 
be willing and ready to hear the call as it 
comes to us. Ask your pastor in what way 
you can help him in his ork. 

In Our Lives—Never has the world needed 
boys and girls to show that Christianity is 
more than merely attending divine service on 
Sunday. 

This we should always do, but we must carry 
the truths that we hear and put them into 
practice. Boys and girls are needed who will 
go about every day of their lives doing a good 
deed here, speaking a kind and gentle word 
there and showing kindness and mercy every- 
where. “Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven. 

In the Home—Someone has said, “As the 
people of a nation are, so is the nation.” Let 
us remember that as the homes are so are the 
people. If we want this land of ours to be 
a land where Christ shall rule and reign, then 
must we also see that Christ rules and reigns 
in our homes. 

Millions of homes, even so called Christian 
homes, have done away with the family altar. 
Only in a few homes do we see the entire fam- 
ily gathered together hearing the Word, and 
returning thanks to God for. His many bless- 
ings. ‘The saying of Grace at meals is prac- 
tically forgotten. Men and women, boys and 
girls, need to learn again how to pray. 

Leaguers, yours is the opportunity to bring 
religion back into tll® home; to make Christless 
homes into Christlike homes; to save a nation. 

Let us take advantage of this year of op- 
portunity and when the Master comes a year 
hence, He will find us bearing much fruit. 


JANUARY 9. 
The Mustard sae and the Leaven. 


By W. Rupp 
POMS meee 13 :31- nee 
Jesus takes two examples to teach us what 
His Kingdom is like. First, it is like a mus- 
tard seed, which to the Jews meant always 
something very small. But in Judaea the tiny 
mustard seed grew into a large and handsome 


tree. Secondly, it is like the tiny cake of yeast 
which will spread through a large quantity of 
flour, so that many loaves of good bread may 
be baked. 

A. God Begins with Very Small Things— 
His Kingdom was at first so tiny that people 
despised it. 

It began with the little Babe sleeping on the 
straw in the manger at Bethlehem. Very few 
came to see that Baby. 

Our Leader was a Man of Sorrows so poor 
that He had no place where to lay His head. 
He was so despised that He was crucified. 

There were only 120 names of those who 
were the seed of the Chureh after Christ had 
ascended into heaven. (Acts 1:15.) 

B. God’s Kingdom Has Power to Grow—The 
leaven is the Word of Christ which has gone 
through the world, and changed the hearts of 
men. 

The Kingdom has grown in numbers. Read 
Acts 2:41. We now have all the millions of 
Christian people the whole world over. 

It has caused men to give up unholy 
tices and vicious customs. It is the 
which destroyed slavery, and which 
about prohibition in the United States. 

It breaks down everything that is contrary 
to the will of God. 

CO. The Leaven Makes Men Grow—The Word 
of Christ drops into the heart like a tiny seed 
into the ground, and after while we see a beau- 
tiful Christian life. 

The beginning may be small, only a single 
word, a thought, or a passing sentence. 

But it will grow like a tree, first very small 
and weak, then stronger and stronger. What 
is the history of an apple seed from the time 
it falls into the soil? 

D. How You Can Be a Seed and a Leaven— 
Wach of us cam help the Kingdom of God to 
grow. 

We do it by hearing the Word of God, and 
by giving the Word a good chance for growth 
in ourselves. 

We do it by working 
pastor, or teacher, or 
intendent asks us to do. 

We do it by kind words, by putting the good 
seed into other hearts, by bringing our friends 
to Bible school and Luther League, by learning 
how to pray well, and by reading the Bible. 

Questions—How can I plant the good seed? 
What kind of a life ought the good seed to 
bring forth in me? What kind of a leaven 
am I? 
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JANUARY 16. 

Treasures and the Pearl. 

By P. M. Kinports. 

Scriptwre—Matt. 13 :44-46. 

Jesus is our great teacher. When He was 
upon the earth He taught people in parables, 
that they might understand more clearly His 
teachings. Jesus and His disciples are in the 
house of Simon and Andrew. He is telling 
them the parables of the hidden treasure and 
the pearl. These were not only interesting to 
the disciples but contained great messages. 
They also were not intended for the disciples 
alone but for every one of us. 

Jesus is instructing the disciples about the 
Kingdom of God, of which He is the king. 
Only as we acknowledge His kingship can we 
enter into that kingdom. It is the finding of 
life in Christ that we want to learn from these 
parables. 

May we notice first the preciousness of that 
which is found. There were no banks in 
ancient times as we have now. People buried 
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their money in the fields for safe keeping. 
Sometimes after these treasures were hidden 
something happened to the people and the treas- 
ures were lost. The man whom Jesus speaks 
of found such a treasure in the field where it 
had been hidden. He immediately sells all he 
has and buys the field. The merchant who 
was seeking good pearls did not want imita- 
tions. He wanted smooth, beautiful pearls, 
and finding one he sells all he has and buys the 
pearl. 

God hides many of the most precious things 
from us in order that we might seek for them. 
Is it not true, that we see clearly what'is imme- 
diately before us, yet we fail to distinguish or 
suspect what is outside of our usual reach, 
though it may be real and close to us? Some 
young people can discover a microbe, but they 
do not see God. Elisha’s servant could see the 
distant hosts of Syrians, but before he could 
see near to him, “Chariots and horses of fire 
round about Elisha” His master had to pray; 
“Tord open this young man’s eyes that he may 
see.’ Christ was a hidden treasure, an un- 
known pearl to men. He had been hidden in 
types and shadows of Jewish worship, yet he 
was present in the world. John the Baptist had 
to say: ‘‘Behold there standeth one among you 
whom ye know not.’ The treasure was hidden 
in the field, many walked right over it, with- 
out so much as dreaming it was there. Is not 
this still true? Christ says: ‘the kingdom is 
within you,’ should we not try and find. the 
treasure? Should we not be like the wise men 
who followed the star to find the pearl of great 
price, that we may pour all our treasures at the 
feet of the Child who is the Light of the 
world? Jesus is our Pearl of Great Price. 
May we each find Him. 

But before these men could get the treasure 
and the pearl, they had to sacrifice all they had 
to get that which they had found. We all 
have to sacrifice to get that which we have 
found. Sometimes companions, or pleasant 
amusement, or some habits we have acquired. 
Jesus paid the price in sacrifice when He hung 
upon the cross. We do not have to suffer as 
much as He did to sacrifice and should be will- 
ing to sacrifice anything that is expected of us 
that He may be ours. 

The glad thing to know is that Jesus, our 
Treasure and Pearl, is sure to be found by 
searching. Then when He is found and we 
have made the sacrifice, He is a very precious 
Treasure and Pearl indeed. Have you found 
this Treasure? If so, you are rich. See that 
you hold fast the Treasure you have found. 
If we have not yet found this Treasure, let 
us away to the field and dig. Read the 
Bible, think upon what it says, and pray. How 
many have the Bible, with its hidden treasures 
and Christ, the Pearl of Great Price so near 
them, that they realize not the riches hidden 
away there. Hear what Jesus says: ‘‘Who so 
findeth Me, findeth life, and shall obtain fayor 
of the Lord. But he-that sinneth against Me, 
wrongeth his own soul; all they that hate Me 
love death.” 

JANUARY 23. 
Help in Need. 
By Rev. Frank W. Richter. 


Scripture Passage—Matt. 15 :32-38; Parallel 
Passage—Mark 8 :1-9. 

We have in our Scripture lesson an account 
of one of Christ’s many miracles. It is record- 
ed in two of His Gospels. There are many les- 
sons we can learn from it but we will have 
time and space for only a few. The first lesson 
which impresses us is the fact that God always 
provides for those who love Him enough to go 
and hear His Gospel preached. In the second 
place we see Jesus, the very giver of the bread, 
offering up thanks to God before He distributes 
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the bread and the fish to the multitude. And 
then, in the third place, we see that God, with 
all His resources, never wastes anything. 

You, my dear Luther Leaguers, may not have 
much of this world’s goods to give or to waste, 
but you have your time which you can use in 
the Master’s vineyard. Horace Mann penned 
one of the most beautiful passages on time 
ever written by uninspired man, when he said: 
“Lost, somewhere between sunrise and sunset, 
two golden hours, each set with sixty diamond 
minutes, no reward is offered, for they are gone . 
forever.” 

EXAMPLES oF “HELP IN NEED.” 


The Apostle Peter, walking upon the water, 
began ‘to sink when his faith failed. Jesus 
stretched forth His hand and rescued him. He 
is ready and willing to help us in time of need. 

A man and his family were sitting out in the 
road. Their home and all their earthly goods 
had just been destroyed by fire. People were 
passing by and expressing sympathy. A man 
with more than sympathy in his heart came 
along and said to the crowd which had col- 
lected, “I pity this man and his family $10— 
how much do you pity them?” In a short time 
he bad quite a sum collected. Help in time of 
need. 

Last summer at camp two young girls went 
out in a canoe and were upset by a boy who 
was in swimming. One of the girls could 
swim, while the other could not. Two young 
men and a fifteen year old boy were fishing on 
the banks of the stream, and when they saw the 
danger of the girl the boy jumped in and saved 
the girl from drowning. Help in time of need. 

There are thousands of people in our hos- 
pitals, almshouses, orphans and old people’s 
homes, and institutions of correction who need 
our help, and you, dear Luther Leaguers, can 
give it. In our State and county institutions 
you can give spiritual help by helping to sing 
at services and distributing tracts and good 
reading matter. In our church institutions, the 
inmates need both temporal and spiritual help. 
You can help to give both. 

JANUARY 30. 
God’s Mission Study Book. 
By Rey. H. F. Baughman. 


Men and women filled with earnest interest 
in the spreading of Christ’s Kingdom, mission- 
ary zeal we call it, have written many books 
about missions. In these books they tell about 
conditions in heathen lands, the need of the 
Gospel; and about the work that is being done 
among heathen people, the answer Christians 
are giving to God’s call. They seek to educate 
and interest others in the cause. These books 
are used by churches and societies as mission 
study books. They are written by men. 

Now God has written a great Mission Study 
Book. It is from His Book that we learn in 
the first place all that we know about our duty 
as missionaries. His Book is the source of 
all missionary history and knowledge and in- 
spiration. Its name is The Holy Bible. 

In God’s Book He has revealed His purpose 
and plan of salvation in two great ages; one 
is the Old Testament Age, the other the New 
Testament Age. Today we are studying about 
the Old Testament. 

This part of His Book shows us the terrible 
consequences of sin and how there is no hope 
for the world without Christ. It tells us how ; 
God prepared the world for Christ’s coming 
and sent His missionaries to announce it, and 
represents Him as the only Savior of a lost - 
world. : 

When our first parents -disobeyed God and 
sinned they and all their children, all mankind 
became subject to the penalty of sin. But God 

(Continued on page 33) 


Hints for Junior Leaders 


BY BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSBE. 


_ (These Hints for 1921 will be written in 
program form. We feel that this will make 
them of more practical value. “The Lamp 
That Lights the World” (The Bible) is the 
general theme for the first six months, and 
the Topics will follow this theme from these 
standpoints:.(1) Missionary, (2) Practical, 
(3) Bible Study—favorite passages, and 
(4). Bible Characters, with (5) special 
Topics for holidays and festivals. The book 
used will be “Lamplighters Across the Sea,” 
and the Junior program packet, arranged 
by the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church, securable from 
this office, will give the material, and fur- 
ther explain the scheme. Junior leaders 
should have both. Details will be given in 
the January REVIEW.) 


Jan. 2. “Handing Down the Big Little 
Library”—See Topic. 
Jan. 9. “My Favorite Bible Verse.” 


1. Opening Exercises—Hymn, Prayer 
by Superintendent or Assistant, for more 
study of the Bible. 

2. Roll Call, Reading of Minutes, New 
Members. 

38. Memory Work—Books of the Bible in 
verse. (Get this in Program packet. Also 
See the Junior Luther League Helper for 
additional memory work.) 

4. Study of Topic. (a) Topic as found 
in Review divided into three parts, assigned 
beforehand to three Juniors, and presented 
by them at the meeting. (b) Favorite 
Bible verse recited by each child. (c) Talk 
by leader summing up Topic. 

5. Hand-Work. Have the children the 
first six months make Lamplighter note- 
books with Bible verses and passages. Have 
at this first meeting the covers made—“The 
Holy Bible” printed in colored letters and 
some decorations cut from colored paper. 
Inside on the first page write Psalm 
1195205: 

6. Offering. 

7. Closing Exercises—Lord’s Prayer, 
Closing Prayer, “God be merciful unto us 
and bless us, and cause His face to shine 


upon us, that Thy way may be known upon . 


earth, Thy saving health among all na- 
tions.” 

Jan. 16. “The Boy With the Beautiful 
Coat”? (Joseph). 

(A lesson on some Bible character, show- 
ing how God’s Word helped them, will ap- 
pear each month). 

1. Opening Devotions—Hymn, Sentence 
Prayers by several Juniors, Psalm 1 read 
or recited. 

2. Scripture lesson, read by Junior— 
Gen. 37:3-4, 23-34. 


38. Roll Call, Reading of Minutes, New 
Members. 

4. Memory Work—Books of the Bible, 
Lamplighter Verse (Psalm 119:105) (have 
this recited at each meeting). 

5. Topic Study. (a) Story of Joseph 
told by Junior boy (let the child tell the 
story from the REVIEW in his own words). 
(b) Lesson explained by leader, showing 
how obeying God’s Word helped Joseph. 
(c) The story of Joseph sold by his breth- 
ren dramatized or “acted out” by a group 
of the Juniors. 

6. Hand-Work—Story of Joseph written 
in note-book—large letters J(acob’s favor- 
ite) O(bject of his brother’s hatred) S (old 
as aslave) E(gyptian prisoner) P(haraoh’s 
servant) H(elper of others). 

7. Closing Exercises—Lord’s 
Hymn, Closing Prayer. 

Jan. 23. Bible Lamps—The Lamp That 
Lights Our Path. 

(A series of practical lessons on lamps 
mentioned in the Bible, with a lesson drawn 
from each, will run through the course. 
Draw small lights, a candle, torch, parlor 
light, street lamp, lantern, lighthouse, etc., 
write the verses on these, or the parts of 
the program, and hand to the Juniors). 


1. Opening Eixercises—Hymn, Scripture 
Lesson, Psalm 119:105-112, Prayer. 


2. Roll Call (have children respond with 
verses on light, announce this on previous 
Sunday), Minutes, New Members. 

3. Study of Topic—(a) Topic in Rg- 
view told by five Juniors. (b) Story or 
paper prepared by one of the older Juniors 
on “How the Bible Lights Our Way” read. 
Put up a chart with verses concerning light. 

4, Exercise by the Juniors—Assign 
these subjects to five Juniors the week be- 
fore, have them hunt up the story of how 
our Bible was made, and tell these stories 
in the meeting—(a) Martin Luther writ- 
ing the Bible, (b) The printing press and 
the Bible, (c) The King James, Revised 
and other editions of our Bible, (d) the 
Story of a Chinese Bible (The Empress’ 
Birthday Present, p. 47 and 48 in “Lamp- 
lighters Across the Sea”), (e) The Bible 
in Every Tongue (get leaflet from the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, New 
York City). 

5. Hand-Work. Page of Bible written 
in old style (large colored title letter, with 
decorations at the top of the page), or a 
page of the Book in Latin, or some modern 
foreign tongue copied in note-book (get 
sample from the American Bible Society). 

(Continued on page 33) 


Prayer, 


_ Junior League Topics 


JANUARY 2. 
Handing Down the Big Little Library. 
(Missionary. ) 

(The material for this program will be 
found in the Junior Program Packet, arranged 
by the Literature Committee of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the United Lutheran 
Church, securable from this office.) 

Hymn. 

2. Two minute New Year’s greeting from 
leader. 

3. Prayer—Call on members to name some 
of the blessings of the past year, and 
give thanks for them. Also name some 
of the desired goals for the coming year 
and offer petitions that they may be 
reached. In advance of meeting slips 
may be distributed with short sentences 
of praise and petition so that the mem- 
bers may join audibly in the prayer. 

4. Five minute talk by leader—introducing 
the year’s theme. (Have sixty-six books 
piled on table. Beside them put a Bible. 
Explain according to suggestion in Lead- 
er’s Helps that we are going to study 
sixty-six books. 

5. Recitation of Lamplighters’ Alphabet (see 
leaflet). If it is not possible to dis- 
tribute copies of this in advance so. that 
many of the members are prepared. to 
join in, have one or two members learn 
the verses and recite them as the leader 
names the letters. Then distribute copies 
of leaflet to each member at close of 
meeting or haye them copy the verse 
from the chart and memorize before the 
February meeting. 

6. The “Mighty Fortress” Psalm (see leaflet). 
At least the first verse should be mem- 
orized in meeting. Then the story as 
given in the leaflet should be read or told 
by the leader or by one of the older 

_members or by a specially invited visitor. 

7. Separate into three grades if desired. If 
this is done, leaders should adapt  bal- 
ance of program to meet the needs of 
the different grades. The subject matter 
is suitable for all. The grade work de- 
pends largely on the presentation. 

8. Handing Down the Bible. Show accord- 
ing to suggestion in Leaders’ Help, page 
5, how the Bible has been handed down. 
If impersonations are not possible or de- 
sirable, prepare simple statements of the 
steps in the handing down and have them 
told or read by various members. A 
good plan for making this feature of the 
program effective would be for the lead- 
er to invite eight of the older members to 
her home or to the church several days in 
advance of the meeting and go over with 
them thoroughly chapter one of the text 
book “Lamplighters Across the Sea,” 
assign each one ofthe eight steps and 
let them learn to tell how the Bible was 
handed down, according to this outline, 
enlarging on each step: Step 1—Fathers 
and mothers tell the stories to their 
children and to their children’s children. 
Step 2—Moses wrote down the stories 
of the first five books on papyrus leaves 
as God directed him. Step 3—Other 
good men wrote other stories and prophe- 
sies and poetry as God put it into their 
hearts. Step 4—Hzra, the Scribe. ar- 
ranged these into the thirty-nine books 
of the Old Testament. Step 5—The 
friends and disciples of Jesus wrote down 
the things they had heard Him do and 
say and wrote letters of advice and ex- 


planation as God inspired them to do, 
and about the new churches away in 
other places and lands. hese stories 
and letters are the books of the New 
Testament. Step 6—The monks copied 
on scrolls all that had been written. 
Step 7—The translators put the words 
of Hebrew and Greek into English and 
German and many other languages and 
the printing presses printed them. (Here 
have the story of “The Lamp on the 
Hill” read from the leaflet in the 
packet.) Step 8—The Bible societies 
were formed to print the Bible and 
send it into every land. 

9. Recitation—“Twenty-eight Miles for a 
Book” (see leaflet). 

10. Hymn—‘‘Holy Bible, Book Divine” (see 
page 2, Leaders’ Help, Tune Horton. 
Print words on cloth or manila paper and 
sing it at every meeting for the six 
months. 

11. Prayer for our Lamplighters in every land. 

EHaepression—Have the Juniors express their 
impressions by reading Bible lessons on shut- 
ins. Often a Junior may be led into paths of 
service simply by a definite suggestion that he 
should make an engagement for a chapter a day 
to be read to some one who is sick or whose 
sight is failing. Consider also plans for cir- 
culating the Bible at home and abroad. Sug- 
gestions will be made later for distributing 
Bibles in our mission stations. 

Hand work may be effectively joined to sery- 
ice by arranging for the Juniors to make “Com- 
fort Powders” by copying Bible promises on 
slips of paper. Fold them as druggists fold 
powders and put in a box or large capsule 
with instructions to “take one three times a 
day—before meals.” Boxes of these may be 
given to shut-ins in homes or hospitals or other 
friends. 

JANUARY 9. 
My Favorite Bible Verse and Why I Chose It. 
By Charles W. Fuhr. 

Scripture Lesson—Psalm 119:97, 103, 104. 

Memory Tert—Psalm 119 :11. 

In our Scripture lesson the Psalmist ex- 
claims, “O how love I Thy law!’ Can each 
one of us, like the Psalmist, truthfully say this 
of ourselves? Do we so love God’s Word that 
we think of it every day? Do we read our 
Bibles regularly? And are we constantly stor- 
ing away in our memories, some of the verses 
of precious truth which it contains? 

What Jesus Did—When Jesus was a boy of 
twelve, He knew thoroughly the Scriptures of 
that time or that part of the Bible which we 
know as the Old Testament. The New Testa- 
ment had not yet been written. So thoroughly 
did He understand them that He surprised the 
great teachers of His day with His questions 
and answers. Later in life we find how He 
made use of some of the Scriptures. At one 
time, when Satan came to Him to tempt Him 
while He was weak from the lack of food, hay- 
ing fasted for forty days, Jesus resisted every 
temptation with the words: “It is written,” 
and then would quote a verse of Seripture. 
After three attempts, Satan then left Him and 
angels came and ministered to Him. Many 
other times during His life time, Jesus would 
quote verses of Seripture. 

Jesus Our Haample—We, too, should study 
the Bible and memorize portions of it. You 
think it is important to go to school and to 
learn the lessons assigned to you and so it is, 
but of far greater importance is the study of - 
the Bible where we may learn how to be Chris- 
tians. The first has to do with this life, while 
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the latter has to do with eternity... How many 
of the members of our League are willing to 
store away in their minds and in their hearts, as 
many Bible verses as possible, and, like Jesus, 
have them ready for use when needed? 

Why We Need Bible Verses—One of the sur- 
prising things to be said about the Bible and 
it-can be said of no other book, is there is 
something in it that will fit us in every condi- 
tion of life. If we are happy or sorrowful, suc- 
cessful or in trouble, sick or in good health, 
rich or poor, learned or unlearned, the Bible 
contains a message which we need. And to 
have this message at hand when we need it, we 
should have it “hid in our hearts.” 

My Favorite Bible Verse—To each Christian, 
there is always one or more verses of the 
Bible that are favorites and especially helpful. 
Do you have such a verse? Let us hear from 
each member. And let each boy and girl re- 
peat his or her favorite verse and why chosen. 


; JANUARY 16. 
The Boy with the Beautiful Coat 
(Biblical. ) 
Gen. 37:4, 28, 31-338. 

Our Bible is a great big story book, with 
many interesting and fine tales; one of the 
stories that boys and girls often pick out as 
their favorite is the story of Joseph. The 
whole life of Joseph teaches us many lessons, 
one of them is that Joseph, through all -his 
life, held fast to God’s: Work, and His Com- 
mandments; and in that way overcame many 
difficulties. So we can overcome many of our 
difficulties, if we follow God’s commandments 
as they are given to us in the Bible. 

A Favorite Son—Joseph was his father’s 
favorite son. While he had eleven other sons, 
Jacob loved Joseph best of all, and he showed 
his love for him in many ways. As a mark of 
special favor he gave him a coat of many colors 
which was bright and beautiful and far better 
than any whieh his brothers had. You may be 
sure that Joseph wore this, very proudly, and 
this, of course, made his brothers envious and 
jealous of him, for I suppose Joseph did not 
try to hide from his brothers the fact that his 
father loved him best of all. 

A Dreamer—Joseph was a strange boy in 
many ways, he did not help his brothers with 
the flocks, but stayed with his father, and did 
much as he pleased. He had two strange 
dreams. In the one he dreamed that he and 
his brothers were in the field binding up the 
sheaves of grain, and his sheaf arose and stood 
up straight, while all his brothers’ sheaves 
bowed down to his. In the other dream, he 
thought that the sun, moon and eleven stars 
came and bowed down to him. These two 
dreams meant about the same thing. Some day 
Joseph was to be high in power, and his broth- 
ers and even his father were to do his will. 
Of course his brothers did not like these dreams 
when they heard them, they became angrier 
than ever with him. They called him the 
dreamer, and said, “shalt thou indeed some day 
rule over us?’ ‘hey hated him for this and 
planned how they might prevent it. Their 
chance soon came. 

Sold Into Egypt—Joseph’s brothers had gone 
to Shechem with their flocks, about sixty miles 
from Hebron, their home, and Jacob sent 
Joseph to take them a message. As they saw 
him coming, they were filled with anger and 
planned at once to put him to death. Reuben, 
the eldest brother, persuaded them, however, 
not to kill him, but just to throw him into a 
large empty pit nearby. So when Joseph came 
up, they stripped him of the beautiful coat 
which he so proudly wore, and threw him into 
the pit. Just then a band of travelers on their 
way to Egypt came by, and Judah, another 
brother, said, “Let’s sell Joseph to these men, 
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instead, and get some money.” So they pulled 
him out of the pit again, and for twenty pieces 
of silver sold him to the caravan, who carried 
him off into Egypt as a slave. And the beauti- 
ful coat which he had worn they dipped in the 
blood of a young goat which they killed, and 
carrying it to their father, said, “We have 
found this coat, is it not Joseph’s?’ And the 
old father, filled with grief, answered ‘Yes, an 
evil beast must have devoured him.’’ And he 
refused to be comforted. 

The Slave Boy—Even though Joseph had 
been proud and selfish—he was not so differ- 
ent than boys and girls ‘today in that way— 
he was really a good boy, and after he was 
carried down into Egypt, he tried to do the 
best he could, and to follow all the teachings 
of God which he knew. He had many hard 
times down in Hgypt, and if he had not done 
right and followed God’s laws, God would not 
have helped him as He did. Joseph was made 
a servant of Potiphar, one of King Pharaoh’s 
officers. He did the work so well that he be- 
came a favorite with every one, yet he also had 
enemies who, when he would not do wrong, had 
him thrown into prison. Here God was with 
him, too, for he was made one of the keepers. 
And when two of the king’s servants who were 
in prison had strange dreams, Joseph was able 
to tell them what they meant. 

And not long afterwards the king himself 
had two strange dreams which troubled him 
greatly. (Have Genesis 41:1-9 read.) No one 
could tell the king the meaning of these dreams 
until Joseph was called. God was with Joseph 
again, and He showed him the meaning of the 
dreams. (Have the explanation of the 
dreams read.) 

Joseph as Ruler—Because Joseph had _ fol- 
lowed God, and had overcome all these difficul- 
ties, he now has his reward. King Pharaoh 
makes him a ruler over all the land, he gives 
him his signet as a mark of authority, clothes 
him in fine linen, puts a golden chain about his 
neck, and has him ride in a chariot second to 
his. He is a great man. 

An Hxample—Read the rest of the story of 
Joseph in your Bible when you get home, and 
find out how Joseph was given charge of all 
the wealth of the land, and how, when seven 
years of famine came and his brothers had to 
come up to Egypt for food, he forgave them 
for the wrong they had done him long ago, and 
how Jacob and the brothers came down into 
Egypt to live. 

And Jet us remember as we think over the 
whole story of Joseph, that just as Joseph held 
fast to the right in all his difficulties, so we 
can take our Bible as our guide, and by fol- 
lowing all the commands given us there, over- 
come all the hard things which come to us. 

JANUARY 23. 
The Lamp that Lights Our Path. 
(Practical. ) 
Psalm 119 :105. 
By Brenda L. Mehlhouse. 


If we were traveling through a dark forest, 
or going on a journey by night, we would want 
some light to guide us and light the way. If we 
live in the country we take a lantern when we 
go out on the dark roads, in the cities we have 
the street lamps and the bright lights of the 
buildings and stores and cars to make every- 
thing bright. 

A Lamp for Our Journey—It is just so in 
our lives, we need a light to guide us. Our life ' 
is just one big journey through this world, for 
we are traveling on our way to Heaven. Jesus 
tells us there is only one Road for us to take 
on this journey. (Have Matt. 7:13, 14 read.) 
We must follow Jesus every step of the road. 
He said, ‘I am the Way.” But sometimes it 
is hard. The way may be narrow and full of 
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stones, there may be hills to climb, we may 
grow weary, there may be cross-roads which 
look easier and better, there may even be some 
bright broad roads which beckon for us with 
their bright lights to come and walk there. 
This is sin and temptation calling to us. We 
must believe in God, and then do the things He 
wishes us to do. 

To guide us along this path, we need a lamp 
which will show us the way. This lamp is 
God’s Word—the Bible. (Have Psalm 119 :105 
read or recited.) In it we find everything we 
need to carry us safely on this journey. Listen 
how it has guided some. 

A Khaki Bible—A soldier was lying in the 
Argonne Forest. He had been wounded, his 
comrades had gone on, he was weak and ready 
to give up, for he had seen so much of the 
horrors of the war, and so many hardships, that 
he did not care to live, and even felt that God 
could not help him. As he lay there, he thought 
of his little khaki Bible, he pulled it out, and 
reading just where it happened to open, he saw 
these words. (Have Psalm 46, 1-6 read.) As 
he read it over again, the words “He maketh 
wars to cease unto the ends of the earth’—‘“Be 
still and know that I am God,” rang through 
his mind, he again looked up to God, his trust 
was restored, and he gained help to go on. 
How many of us take the lamp God has given 
us when we are in trouble? 

A Big Family Bible—I once visited in a 
beautiful home. It was not beautiful with. the 
rich things of this world. The furniture was 
erude and old, the table was spread with the 
plainest food, and there was neither silver nor 
fine linen and china upon it, there were few 
pictures or luxuries, but the whole home was 
beautiful with God’s love. There was the old 
father and the mother of the house, silver- 
haired, with grown up children, sturdy manly 
men and beautiful sweet women, with their 
children, tiny tots and growing boys and girls, 
and while it was a large family, there was 
kindness- and patience everywhere, thoughtful- 
ness, each tried to please the other, there were 
no loud angry words, nothing but love and joy 
and sharing one with another. I wondered at 
the secret, until as we were about to separate 
for the night the old father reverently gathered 
all around him, and taking down the big family 
Bible read from God’s Word a simple story even 
the smallest could understand, and then with a 
hymn and a prayer for God’s care through 
the night, we sought slumber. God dwelt in 
that family because God’s Word was part of 
it, the children, now grown, had been taught 
it from their infancy, and their children in turn 
were now learning it; and the lessons from 
the Bible were not only read, but lived. I 
wonder how many of us have family worship 
in our homes? 

A Book for Boys and Girls—A little boy 
once said to me that God’s Book was only for 
Ministers and Sunday school teachers and 
grown-ups, it had nothing in it for boys ana 
girls. I told him he was mistaken if he thought 
that, and told him the story of Jesus blessing 
little children. I told him how this Book also 
teaches us how to pray (have Matt. 6:9-14 
read); how it gives us God’s laws (Hxod. 
20 :1-18 read) ; how it gives us the promise of 
everlasting life (John 3:16), and how it tells 
us the whole story of our Saviour dying for us. 
I told him, too, some of the stories about chil- 
dren which are found all through the Bible, and 
he then said he had changed his mind, that the 
Bible was for boys and girls, too. I wonder 
how many boys and girls read it well enough 
and often enough to know that it is a book for 
boys and girls, too? 

How to Use the Lamp—What would you 
think of a woman who did not light the lamps 
in her home when night came, of the conductor 
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who didn’t light the cars, or left the station 
dark, of the sailor who went off in his boat 
without a. lantern, of the lighthouse keeper 
who did not light the big lamp at the top of 
the lighthouse, or a traveler who as he went 
through a lonely and dark forest would not 
follow the sign posts which showed him the 
path which would lead him out to the road? 
You would think them all very foolish, would 
you not? What about boys and girls who will 
not take the Light God has given them to 
follow, as they journey along life’s path? They 
are just as foolish. Let us read our Bibles 
every day, let us make the Bible a real lamp 
that will guide us through every trouble and 
difficulty, and then it will be the Light that will 
at last guide our feet into the Heavenly places. 


JANUARY 30. 


The Bible and Juniors. 
By Charles W. Fuhr. 
Scripture Lesson—Psalm 119 :9-16, 
Memory Text—St. John 5:39. 


What the Bible Has Done for Us—How 
many of us ever stop to think what our country 
would be like if we did not have the “open 
Bible.” We would have no churches, or Sun- 
day schools or Luther Leagues to attend, and 
we would therefore know nothing about the dear 
Lord Jesus and how He came to save us. We 
would have no schools to attend, and therefore 
could neither read books nor write letters. 
When we became sick, we would have no doc- 
tors to cure us or hospitals for us to go to. 
We would have no happy homes, because homes 
without Christ can never be truly happy. What 
an unhappy land this would be to live in with- 
out the Bible, for it is through God’s Word that 
we receive all of these blessings and many, 
many more. 

What Is the “Open Bible’—Many years ago, 
no one owned a Bible and very few ever even 
saw one. At that time they were written in 
a strange language, and only the very learned 
could read them eyen if they could get one to 
read. But one day a young student was look- 
ing through a library and he saw a large vol- 
ume which he had never seen before. Taking 
it down, he was surprised to find that it was a 
Bible, the first he had ever seen. Opening it, 
his ‘eye fell upon the story of Samuel and he 
at once became greatly interested. After that 
he came often to this library to read this Book. 
The young student was Martin Luther, the 
great Reformer, who afterwards translated the 
Bible into the language of the people so that 
all who would might read and study it 
for themselves. This is what we can do today 
and it is a great privilege which we should 
eagerly make use of. j 

Should Juniors Read the Bible—Why, of 
course they should. ‘There are messages from 
God in the Bible for every one of us and we 
must read and study it in order to find them. 
But some will say, “I do not understand what 
I read.” How shall we answer this objection? 
Of course you do not understand all that. you 
read in the Bible. No one does. But the more 
we read and study it, the more do we find 
that wonderful things are hidden away in it. 
And some of the messages God has hidden 
there are such that even small boys and girls 
may understand them. As we are His chil- 
dren, we should. seek them out. Will you be 
van oe the members of this League who will do 
this? ae 

How One Boy Started Life Right—Carl was 
a member of the Junior Luther League. He 
had held several offices and had served on vari- 
ous committees. He was a loyal member, too, 
and tried to be faithful to all that he was 
taught. This League had asked its members to 
read their Bible every day and Carl was faith- 
ful in this as he was in other duties. His older 
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sister tells this story. One night after Carl 
was in bed and supposed to be asleep, she 
heard him get up and go down stairs. She 
called to him and asked him what was the 
matter. “Oh,” he replied, “I forgot to read 
my Bible tonight and it is down stairs, so I 
am going down to get it.’ How many other 
Juniors would have done as Carl did? 

How the Junior League Helped a Young 
Man.—Two business men were talking one day 
about reading their Bibles when one of them 
said, “Do you know what started me to read 
my Bible every day? It was a Junior Luther 
League. When I was a small boy, I was a 
member of one, was its president several times 
and learned many things that are of use to me 
yet. One of the things we were asked to do as 
members was to read our Bibles every day. 
This I did faithfully, so that it became a habit 
with me, and now, every evening, my wife and 
little- girl and myself have family worship.” 
Is this not a fine habit for any Junior to get? 

Suggestions—How many members own their 
own Bibles? How many read them every day? 
How many have it read to them by father, 
mother, older brother or sister? Suppose each 
one who has not been doing so starts today 
and makes it a habit that will be as regular 
as eating meals or sleeping. 

Suggestions to Superintendent-—If possible, 
work out some plan by which to encourage sys- 
tematic daily Bible reading and have the mem- 
bers adopt it. Pamphlets with suitable daily 
Bible readings may be secured from Luther 
League headquarters. Also a small attendance 
ecard on which may be kept the record of daily 
Bible readings, church attendance and League 
_attendance may be secured from the chairman 
of the Junior committee. 

Subject for Hssay—Why the Bible is’ the 
greatest Book in the world. 
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HINTS FOR JUNIOR LEADERS 
(Continued from page 29) 

6. Closing Exercises—Hymn, 
Prayer, Closing Prayer. 

Jan. 30. The Bible and Juniors. 

1. Opening Exercises—Hymn, Prayer— 
that the Bible may be a light to guide all 
our boys and girls. 

2. Business Meeting. (Make the last 
meeting of each month, unless a special oc- 
casion, the business meeting.) Roll Call, 
Reading of Minutes, New Members, Old 
Business, New Business, Report of Com- 
mittees. (Have a Birthday Committee to 
record all the birthdays in January. Let 
them do this each month, writing the names 
on a Birthday Roll hung in the room. 
Have the Attendance Committee register 
the attendance at each meeting and report 
at this meeting. Have a Social Committee, 
and let them at this meeting arrange for 
a Valentine Party or a George Washington 
Social, to be held in February, or some 
other social event. Train the Juniors in 
this way to do the work.) 

3. Study of the Topic. (a) Stories told 
from Topic in Rrvirw by five Juniors. (b) 
Plans made for Bible study and daily Bible 
reading in the League and at home. 

4. Closing Exercises—Lord’s 
Hymn, Closing Prayer. 


Lord’s 


Prayer, 
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SENIOR LEAGUE TOPICS 
(Continued from page 26) 
an inspiring record of the missionary ac- 
tivity of the first few years of the Church’s 
life. 

3. The Epistles. The Epistles of Paul 
are missionary in their authorship, in their 
destination, and in their message. 

The missionary author of these Epistles 
is recognized as the greatest man of his 
age. His letters are directed to the churches 
he has founded, to missionaries like Tim- 
othy and Titus, and to laymen like Phile- 
mon. 

Not all the other Epistles are so strik- 
ingly missionary as those of Paul, yet they 
are not without evidence of the same spirit. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews has deep mis- 
sionary significance. 

Peter was very slow to adopt the mis- 
sionary program, and yet his first Epistle 
is directed to “the elect who are sojourn- 
ers of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Capadocia, Asia, and Bothynia” (Peter 
(1:1) James’ Epistle is not to any indivi- 
dual or to a city, but to believing Jews 
scattered throughout the world. 

The Epistles of John are very rich in 
missionary significance. No more interest- 
ing illustration of this could be found than 
the third Epistle. ; 

4. Apocalypse. The closing book of the 
New Testament, the Revelation of St. John, 
is a fitting climax to its missionary mes- 
sage. In one-sunset it floods the Book with 
hope. The Church had fallen on evil days. 
Persecution threatened on every side. Mul- 
titudes had been thrown into prison for 
the Name; other multitudes had suffered 
exile. The beloved disciple himself was 
banished to a lonely island. From this as 
from a throne he thundered a message to 
the fainting Christians; a message which 
they, familiar with the writings of the 
ancient Christians, met at dead of night in 
the dark recesses of the Catacombs to hear 
it read. John lifted their eyes to One who 
is Alpha and Omega, He who Is, and Was, 
and Evermore Shall Be, the Ruler of all. 
Great voices in heaven are heard to 
prophesy, “the sovereignity of the world 
now belongs to our Lord and to his Christ, 
and He shall reign forever and ever.” 

A —e_— 
INTERMEDIATE LEAGUE TOPICS 
(Continued from page 28) 


promised a Savior who should deliver them from 
their sins. 

Through all the Old Testament age He was 
preparing the world for the coming of this 
Savior, unfolding His plan of salvation. He 
called a great man Abraham, to be the father 
of the race through whom Christ should come. 
This race was the Hebrew or Jewish race. 

God gave these people a land where they 
should serve Him and be His representatives 
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to the world. But they did not do His will. 
They forsook Him and worshipped idols. And 
so the world grew worse and worse, because 
men did not obey God’s plan. Again and again 
He sent missionaries to warn them, but they 
did not heed. And finally His people were made 
captives by heathen nations. 

Thus God teaches us the evil effects of sin. 
And just as the world needed Christ to bring 
light and peace and salvation to those people 
who were lost without Him, so does the heathen 
world today need Christ to save it, for there 
is “Salvation in no other.” And He expects 
us to tell the story of this wonderful salvation 
to the heathen. 

There are many-interesting stories of God’s 
missionaries in the Old Testament. Read about 
Abraham and Moses, and Daniel and Jonah and 
Isaiah and Malachi and how they proclaimed 
God’s message to the people. Their stories will 
inspire you to missionary interest. 


SONGS OF CHRISTMAS 

(Continued from page 10) 
which is called ‘The Angel’s Song,’ just 
before Christmas in 1892. I had just re- 
ceived from a dear friend a gift of five 
thousand dollars for my missionary work 
in Montana, and I wrote this as a Christ- 
mas greeting and remembrance.” ‘This 
story somewhat explains the sentiment ex- 
pressed in the second verse: 

“That song is sung by rich and poor, 

Where e’er the Christ is known; 

’Tis sung in words and sung in deeds, 

Which bind all hearts in one.” 

Thus our Christmas songs interpret to 
us the spiritual message of the angels’ 
song to the shepherds, the gifts of the 
Magi? the guidance of the Star of Bethle- 
hem, the humility of the mother and the 
divine mission of that royal baby, whose 
birthday we celebrate with a holy merri- 
ment and a glad reconsecration of our 
hearts to Him. 
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HINTS FOR SENIOR TOPIC LEADERS 
(Continued from page 20) 
which can be relieved by the feast which 
Christ gives, and it is so abundant that all 
can have a share. 

The anti-missionary spirit of many so- 
called Christians today. 

The great judgment of God if we fail to 
relieve need wherever it is. 

QUESTIONS ON. THE TOPIC. 

How can we obey the command, “Give ye 
them to eat?” 

Why do people refuse to help the needy? 

What commandments do we break by not 
aiding those in distress? 

How do our means multiply when we give 
them to Christ? 

Why is the “Dead Sea” so called? Illus- 
trate. 

What is the lesson of economy that Jesus 
teaches us? 

How will you help the stranger, the 
needy, the aged, the orphan, etc.? 
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January 30, 1921—Use Hymns on the 


Word and Missions. 
OUTLINE FOR LEADER. 
Purpose of the O. T. Development of the 
purpose throughout the Book. ‘The germ 
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in Abraham’s time, and unfolding through ° 


the centuries. The missionary thoughts 
of the O. T. Preparatory in character, con- 
taining the germ, the roots and the prom- 
ises. Develop missionary thoughts in the 
Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets. 
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THE CHRISTMAS HEART 

(Continued from page 8) 
sorrow which shook his life to its founda- 
tions. God was driving the money-changers 
from the temple in a new way, but with 
joy-giving results. As the past years were 
being broken from the heart of the man 
his life began to glow. He felt the new 
impulse—the joy which was actuating all 
of those people. It was the spirit of life 
and of love. 

The little speaker took the gifts because 
she was used to that and she did not un- 
derstand the rest. Then the poor little 
girl turned and walked back to where the 
man sat. She took her seat beside him 
and looked up into his face with a smile 
warmer than _ sunshine,’ 
which quickened his heart into a spring- 
tide. 

As the eyes of the people rested upon 
the man he again felt his loneliness, for he 
was practically a stranger in the Church 
and he felt like an intruder. The first 
thing his new heart did was to condemn 
his past life. 

But as he was sinking into the valley 
of despair a little hand stole into his and 
he felt a tired head nestle in his lap. He 
laid his hand upon her head and as the 
choir sang carols of joy a wonderful peace 
came over his life. 

There was no longer death—only life. 
There was no longer the awful isolation 
and emptiness, but all through him vi- 
brated the feeling of fellowship and filled 
his heart with abounding joy and peace. . 

He realized that giving is greater than 
receiving, that happiness is not in what 
we get but in what we give, and that love 
and charity are greater than selfishness 
and great wealth. In his old age the man 
had only begun to live. Through caring 
for one little waif he had become friendly 
with the whole world. Through helping 


one soul, he had gone on and on in his_love _ 


until at last by loving all he became be- 
loved of all. 


The little girl’s love was knit to his love 


and a new heart was born. The heart of 
love—the heart of Christ. 
Heart. 


and with eyes: 
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